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NORWAY AND SWEDEN.
T h e  F i r s t  M e t h o d i s t  E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h  in  

N o r w a y ,  the cut of which is now before our readers, 
is erected at Sarpsburg, the center of our infant mis
sion. The members of our Church there, out of their 
deep poverty, contributed toward building this bcauti- 
fulvillage church. I t is sixty by thirty-six feet, and 
will cost about twenty-five hundred dollars.

T he following extracts are from a letter of Rev. C. 
Willerup, superintendent of our foreign Scandinavian 
missions. It is dated at Fredericksliald, July 24th :

To the Corresponding Secretary:
D e a r  B r o t h e r :  A s we have just held our fourth 

quarterly meeting, I  embrace the opportunity afforded 
to send you a few lines, that you may know how we 
prosper. We acknowledge with gratitude that the past 
quarter has been a blessed season and an acceptable 
time of the Lord, inasmuch as the work of awakening 
and conversion still continues. W e are heard gladly 
liy throngs of people ; some follow us from one appoint
ment to another, athirst for the word of G od; and 
there is reason to believe that there has been joy in 
heaven over scenes here, witnessed from time to time. 
A s for myself, amid all my trials I  have been greatly 
comforted and encouraged in preaching the Gospel, and 
I trust the day of eternity will reveal that it was not in 
vain.

Our Quarterly Meeting was on Saturday and Sunday 
last. On Saturday afternoon our conference was held, 
arid as it was our fourth quarterly conference, the ex
amination of the character of the local preachers and 
exhorters was attended to. Their licenses -were re
newed. Sunday morning at six o’clock we held our
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love-feast, and we had a blessed tim e; we felt disposed 
to say, I t is good for us to be here. The brethren and 
sisters spoke to the honor of God of what he had done 
for their souls, and it was a time of edification for us 
all. It is deeply affecting to listen to them relating 
their experience, while the big tears rolk down their 
cheeks. A t ten o’clock I  preached to a large and very 
attentive congregation, from Luke xix, 41, 42. After 
preaching, the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was ad
ministered to about one hundred and twenty members. 
Tears fell from eyes unused to weep. I t was a solemn 
time to see the people meet around the table of the 
Lord. I  doubt that they will ever forget that solemn 
day. A t five o’clock P. M. I  preached again to a crowd
ed house, and on Monday I  left Sarpsburg. Brother 
Petersen is still doing the work of an evangelist, and 
the Lord blesses his labors wherever he goes.

In Frederickshald, too, things are in a healthy state. 
W e have a gracious outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and 
several persons have, by the grace of God, been truly 
converted. Of this they give proof by the earnest 
Christian life they live, while they are serving God un
der persecution and contempt. We number now one 
hundred and fifty-six in the society. 0  that they may 
all become ornaments to this mission and shining lights. 
Numerous doors are open, and we have so many invi
tations and calls to preach that we cannot meet them 
all, and it is hard to say no, when they come to us and 
ask. We want men, young m en; our work demands 
m en; men full of faith and of the Holy Ghost. As it 
is we are doing the best we can, not sparing ” our
selves.

A  Preacher coming to us.—One of our local preachers, 
Brother Haagensen, who also is supported by the mis
sion, is about leaving us. He expects soon to be taken 
to militia duty, to avoid which he is preparing to leave 
for America, the happy land, the land of liberty. 
Brother Haagensen has filled his office with credit to 
himself, and with much benefit to others ; he is hum

ble, zealous, and faithful. I  shall give him a letter to 
Brother Leihy, the superintendent of the Norwegian 
district in the W est: perhaps there may be an opening 
for Brother Haagensen. I  pray most earnestly, dear 
sir, that you send us another young man in his place, 
and let him come out this fall as early as possible. We 
need more men y e t; there is work for them, could they 
come this fall or by next spring; but do let us have 
one in Brother Haagensen’s place p s  soon as possible.

Emigration.—It is with the Norwegians as with the 
Germans ; when converted, they begin to think of going 
to America; ten out of our little number have this 
summer left for the United States. Although these 
souls will, we hope, be a support to our Church in 
America, still it is hard for us to see our members 
leaving us so soon. Some intend leaving next spring.

Church-building.—Our houses in Frederickshald and 
Sarpsburg are still in progress, although they go slowly 
for want of ineans. The people, though poor, have 
manifested a liberal spirit, and given toward this object 
to the extent of their ability. I  tried some time since 
to get a little help from some rich men in the city, but 
did not succeed. I  kept on, and got a few subscriptions 
at las t; but a few days afterward I  read a piece in the 
newspaper about my begging money of the Lutheran 
people to build a Methodist church, the reading of 
which was not calculated to incline anybody to help me.
I  send you inclosed that piece. B ut I  am still trying.
I t goes slowly; I  get but little ; still I believe that all 
the aid which it is my duty to get in this city I  can get. 
God requires nothing beyond my duty. I  can reach all 
the hearts the Saviour opens the way into. But God 
rejects the offerings of some men, and will give them 
no disposition to aid his holy cause. Their money has 
been gained by unhallowed means, and their hands are * 
stained by covetousness. He abhors their offerings. We 
must be content to receive from their hands only whose 
hearts God first moves to bestow. I  have found, too, 
that the Lord never has allowed his people to give to 
me so fast as to call me from my knees. I  have to
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travel on the knees of my soul as it were, else I have 
no success. The poor cripples that came kneeling before 
the Saviour moved not only his sympathies, but those 
of others, and so I think we shall, if we go kneeling in 
spirit, melt men’s hard hearts; our tears, our tales o f woe, 
and our burden of soul, may be a part of the means of 
grace our heavenly Father would use to melt and move 
the souls of others. Believing this I go on, weeping as 
I g o ; and if they have no money fo r  my object, Christ has 
a fresh smile for every unsuccessful application; so that 
sometimes I scarcely know under which I am the hap
piest, their charity, or, in its denial, the smile of Christ 
instead.

Helping themselves.—Last Sunday afternoon we had a 
crowded house. After preaching I asked for a collec
tion and subscription, something which is not a com
mon thing here, but I thought I would try. The 
amount subscribed, including the collection, was about 
eighty dollars. This was more than I expected, but a 
great deal less than we need if we shall be able to finish 
the houses. Now, my dear sir, I must close, else I 
shall not get the letter in this mail, and then it will 
have to lay over a whole week. Pray for me. I have 
often to say with the apostle, “ without were fightings, 
within were fears.” Not only the world, but many 
looked upon as Christians, are doing all they can to 
oppose us in the work. But God is with us, and his 
arlc is advancing. The wonderful providences of God 
toward us lead us to feel secure in him, while by his 
grace we walk in the path which he has marked out for 
us. Pray for me that I may fulfill my ministry to the 
glory of God and the good of immortal souls. 0  Lord, 
enable me to preach the Gospel with power from on 
high.

H ow T H E  S E E D  O F  T H E  K IN G D O M  IS  SC A TTE R

E D .—The Rev. Nils Olsen, one of our Norwegian mis
sionaries, of the Wisconsin Conference, and who 
experienced religion in this countiy, has long desired 
to return to his native country, to tell of the great sal
vation. At the late session of his conference he asked 
for and received a location, that he might fulfill his 
heart’s desire. He is now in New-York with a view to 
take ship for Norway, to tell his parents and friends 
what, great things the Lord hath done for him. Brother 
Olsen preached in the Bethel Ship on Sunday morning 
last, to the great pleasure and edification of the Scan
dinavians.

B r o t h e r  W i l l e r u p  writes that “ Brother Larsen is 
still doing well in Sweden, considering existing circum
stances. May the time soon come that also in Sweden 
there may be religious liberty.”

A F R I C A .
T h e  R e v .  J. W . H o r n e  writes from Monrovia, 

July 9th, 1857 :
D e a r  B r o t h e r  : It is likely I  shall go np the river 

to-morrow, so I must write this and leave for the 
steamer, due here on the 14th.

School Examinations.—On Monday last I held a half- 
yearly examination of the lower department of the 
academy. The president, Rev. Messrs. Payne, Roberts, 
Matthews, Williams. (Presbyterian,) and other gentle
men. with some ladies, were present. The number of 
scholars was larger than usual, and I noticed that many 
of them had made decided progress, in arithmetic and
grammar in particular. Mr. ------  has been very
punctual and diligent in his work.

Yesterday I held an examination of the scholars of 
the higher department The president and ex-presi- 
dent, Rev. Messrs. Payne, Roberts, Herring, Mathews, 
Hon. Mr. Warner, Payne, Chavor, and a number of 
ladies and gentlemen besides, favored us with their 
presence from ten till three o’clock, and appeared 
deeply interested in onr exercises. Let me not forget 
to mention her majesty’s consul, J. G. C. L. Nenn- 
ham, Esq., of Trinity College, Cambridge. Our studies 
for examination were Greek, Latin, Mathematics and 
Algebra, Rhetoric, and Governmental Instructor, Phys
iology, and Natural Philosophy, General History, and 
Scripture Evidences. I am happy to inform you that 
this proved one of the best examinations we have ever 
held; with a single exception, all acquitted themselves 
passably, many respectably, and a few admirably. I 
am sure, from remarks made, and from the general ap
pearance of things, the spectators were all much 
gratified.

The president, both on Monday and yesterday, re
mained through the whole time, and was the first in 
attendance. I  feel greatly obliged to him.

The classes in the more primary English depart
ment that have been under Mr. Le Page’s tuition, were 
not examined, as he was taken with fever and had to 
leave the buildings. They will be examined as soon as

convenient. The number in my own department, in 
daily attendance, so far this year, is twenty-seven. Of 
all this I shall make a formal report to the Board as 
soon as I can get a meeting of the committee.

The Weather and Health.—Now I have to say that 
the weather has been dreadful of late; rain, rain, rain ! 
Everything soaking, and the air full of moisture. As 
a consequence we have all been quite sick. The fever 
has at length taken hold upon Mr. Le Page, and is 
dealing hardly with him. I shall advise a trip down 
the coast by the Stevens. I  myself have been in a bad 
way, the fever coming upon me every night, and leav
ing me no appetite. The people ¿ell me I look poorly, 
and advise me to put- to sea ; but I hope for better 
times, now that I shall have a little respite and rest. I 
must try and hold on to the end of the year, and grad
uate my first class.

Sister Kilpatrick was down to the examination, and 
looked and felt (she said) pretty well.

Great Distress, Famine, and Death.—We in the re
public have been, and are in a fearful condition for 
want of food; at some points worse than at others. 
Several of the poorest of the people have died of star
vation, and many more will die. Some of our minis
ters and their families, on the country stations, are 
literally without food, living on green plums. Brother 
Tyler and family, for example, on the Bassa District. 
The natives around the settlements are cutting down 
the palm-trees, for the palm cabbage. This acts me
dicinally in hastening their decease. This distressing 
state of things has been coming upon us for several 
years.

There are several obvious causes:
' 1. There are a number of idle and worthless persons 
in the communities, who will not work, but are not 
ashamed to beg.

2. Every emigration from the States increases the 
number of this sort of persons. They consume a great 
deal, and produce nothing.

3. The natives, several years ago, lost their rice crop, 
by a bad season, and by a general attendance upon the 
Devil Bush when they should have been on their farms. 
They have never been able to recover themselves. 
What rice they have gathered for a year or two past 
has not been enough for food, so they have saved none 
for sowing. I fear, looking at all things, that matters 
will grow worse and worse; and if they do, I predict 
that the end of all things out here “ is at hand.” May 
God save u s!

10th.— The Stevens and the President Benson, both 
from Baltimore, came in yesterday. To this moment I 
have not a line from any of you in New-York. I  see 
there is a box for me, as per bill of lading, and I am 
hoping there are letters for us within.

Our first class expects to be graduated at the end of 
the year, and are looking for something in the shape of 
a diploma. Indeed, one of the gentlemen addressing 
them the other day told them they might expect some
thing of the kind. Now, will you, if you please, get it 
up for us ?

C e n t r a l  S o u t h  A f r i c a . —Quite a sensation has 
been awakened in England by the presence of Dr. Liv
ingston, who has given to crowded audiences an ac
count of his explorations in Central Africa. The 
August number of the Missionary Magazine and 
Chronicle, the organ of the London Missionary So
ciety, shows that during a very short time between 
fourteen and fifteen thousand dollars had been raised 
in donations of pence, and from pence to sums of five 
hundred pounds, for the purpose of sending mission
aries to those new fields brought to light by the doctor.

T h e  I s l a n d  o f  F e r n a n d o  Po, which has recently 
changed from Spanish to British rule, is situated on the 
West African coast, a few miles off the mouth of the 
River Niger. It has a surface of about one thousand 
square miles, and an estimated population of fifteen 
thousand souls. It is noted for its salubrity for whites. 
The intention of the British government is to establish 
there a commercial depot for its explorations of the 
Niger, and for the purposes of trade on that great nat
ural highway of Africa.

P o to m a c  B a p t i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n .—This body, which 
held its late sessions in Fredericsburg, Va., adjourned 
to meet again in Berryville, Clarke County, on the first 
Sunday in August, 1858. The association resolved to 
support one missionary in Central Africa, and instruct
ed the acting board to look out for a suitable man to 
carry out that object. Resolutions were also adopted 
in favor of the establishment and maintenance of Sab
bath schools in each Church of the association where 
there is not one already, and recommending the 
Churches to take such measures as they may deem 
proper, and such as the laws of the state "will tolerate, 
to avail themselves of the benefits of Sabbath schools, 
in giving oral religious instruction to the colored people 
of the several congregations.

N e w s  n o t  s o  s a d d e n in g .—The Rev. S. F. W il
liams writes from Greenville, Sinoe County, Republic 
of Liberia, W. A., July 2, 1857 :

We have lately been refreshed with an outpouring of 
the Spirit in our mid6t. During our last quarterly 
meeting there were more than thirty persons who were 
brought to the saving knowledge of the truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus. The revival, I think, lasted about three 
weeks.

A  Native Chapel.—On the 22d of June the native 
chapel for those at Fishtown was consecrated to A l
mighty God, with appropriate exercises, by reading a 
portion of Scripture, singing, and prayer; also some 
remarks by Brothers Wilson and Harland, and some 
of the official members of the Baptist Church. A  more 
lovely spot could not have been selected. It stands be
tween two small native towns, surrounded by beautiful 
palm trees. How delightful will it be for the eyes to 
behold those heathen, in their tidy heathen costume, 
flocking to this house of God, being summoned by the 
Sabbath flag, with some beautiful Scripture passages 
inscribed upon it. I believe the greatest help we need 
is means to support a teacher, and provide clothe3 for 
the children.

On the 23d the first examination of the High School 
took place. Exercises for the day were singing, read
ing of the Scriptures, and prayer by the presiding elder. 
This being over, it was soon found that the school-room 
was too small. From thence it was removed to the 
church, the scholars marching in procession, with their 
flowers, etc. This being done, the scholars were exam
ined in history, geography, etc The examination 
being over, certificates, signed by the presiding elder 
and school committee, were distributed to those pupils 
who had been punctual at school, attentive to their 
studies, and orderly in their behavior.

On the 25th we started, in Brother Wilson’s boat, for 
Louisiana, to attend the examination of the school 
taught by Brother Lloyd. Brother Harland is in 
charge here. I must say that the pupils acquitted 
themselves well. Brother Lloyd has discharged his 
duties in a manner highly creditable to himself. His 
school numbers about twenty-five pupils.

We next went to Lexington, where we had a fine 
chance to examine the new church. The materials 
prove to be of excellent quality.

Friday, 26th, Brothers Wilson and Harland, also 
Brother Lloyd, teacher, and Brother R. S. Jones, one 
of the committee, visited the school-house at Greenville. 
The school.was opened with singing, reading from the 
Scriptures, and prayer. The pupils were examined in 
the Bible, spelling, grammar, geography, and arith
metic, with a few specimens of writing. The teacher, 
Brother Evans, has discharged his duties satisfactorily. 
He has about twenty-seven scholars.

Tuesday, 30th, we started for Bluntsville, intend
ing to attend the examination of*Brother Holly’s 
school. The pupils were examined in the Bible, 
spelling, grammar, geography, and arithmetic. We 
number here about eighteen pupils. The labors of 
Brother Holly have not been in vain.

C H I S A .
A  B e a u t i f u l  E x p r e s s i o n  f r o m  C h in a .—Our 

superintendent, the Rev. R. S. Maclay, received a note 
from a merchant resident in Fuh Chau, which shows 
an interest in our mission by those who know it best:

“ To Rev. R . S . Maclay :
“ M y D e a r  S i r  :—I venture to send you an order

on Messrs. for two hundred dollars, which I feel
sure you can find use for, for benevolent purposes 
among the Chinese.

“ If you will be so kind as to draw it, please add to 
the favor by using it entirely at your own discretion.

“ With my best wishes for your continued health and
that of your family, I  am, etc.,  .”

Our brethren in China arc becoming very anxious 
about the re-enforcements which they have been led to 
expect for their mission, namely, another mission fam
ily, and three female teachers for their schools. In 
reference to these, Brother Maclay, the superintendent, 
writes the Corresponding Secretary, under date of 
May 30th, as follows :

“ We are beginning to feel anxious with regard to 
our long-promised and long-expected re-enforcement. 
We had hoped to greet some new laborers in this vine
yard ere this time; but mail after mail arrives from the 
United States, and yet we receive no tidings of even 
the appointment of any one to re-enforce our mission.
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I  understand that female teachers may readily be found 
for this mission ; the difficulty appears to be with the 
man with a family. I trust that before this you have 
found a suitable and willing candidate for this field, and 
that before many months we shall be permitted to wel
come to our circle the re-enforcement so long expected.

“ The'Canton troubles, or the rebel troubles, I con
ceive, should not deter you from sending on help. 
Merchants here are carrying on their business as usual, 
and fine large houses, costing from five to twenty thou
sand dollars, are going up around us.”

Rev. R. S. M a c l a y  writes :
I have not found it necessary to change my opinion 

of the Canton troubles, expressed in my letter to you 
of December 10,1856. This opinion now very gener
ally obtains. The “ state of siege ” of the consular 
ports was unknown here till we received the intelli
gence of it from England and the United States.

The first Convert.—On the 14th instant we baptized 
our first convert in this mission. It was a season of 
profound thanksgiving to us all, and we feel assured 
that you and the whole Church will rejoice in this an
nouncement. In the quarterly report, to be forwarded 
next mail, I shall give an account of the convert. He 
is a very interesting man, and promises to make a good 
Christian.

Brotlier and Sister Gibson are now at the Kushan 
Monastery, enjoying its cool air. Sister Gibson’s 
health is no worse. The hot season is now upon us, 
and we are passing through it as comfortably as we 
could expect. A  gentleman presented a horse to Mrs. 
Gibson, and she has been riding out a few times.

INDIA A O  BULGARIA.
R e v .  W i l l i a m  B u t l e r . —This beloved brother was 

still safe up to June 24th, at JNynee Tal. He writes: 
“ We have not yet heard that Delhi has fallen into the 

-hands of the English. Should this letter reach you, and 
the mail fetch you the intelligence that Delhi has fallen 
into their hands, then you may confidently calculate the 
crisis is past, and that within two months from the date 
of that fact the country will be quiet.”

T h e r e  w e r e  T e a r s  s h e d  t h e r e  !—In that 
school where the pastor read the article in the Mission
ary Department of the Advocate about India, including 
the letter from Brother Butler. That letter produced 
quite a sensation ; many of the teachers and children 
had moistened eyes. The sensation was much increas
ed when one of the teachers came forward and ad
dressed the school, stating that he had sat under the 
ministry of Brother Butler in former years. There is 
to be a missionary anniversary in the school, and the 
friends are in the habit of furthering the cause by read
ing to them whatever tends to teach and quicken on 
that subject.

The A merican B oard devoted an afternoon and 
evening session to the consideration of the bright pros
pects in the Turkish Empire. The speakers were emi
nent returned missionaries from Constantinople and 
its vicinity. They describe the Turks to be fast 
awaking to earnest inquiry concerning Christianity. 
The Bible is freely sold everywhere by Turks and to 
Turks, even in the yard of St. Sophia’s Mosque. 
Many have become Christians and been baptized, and 
some of them are preaching the Gospel. The Bulga
rians are also earnestly inviting missionaries to come 
among them. The Koords are also gladly hearing the 
Gospel in every direction. There is a call for direct 
missionary labor, and many of the native churches are 
open to the missionaries for preaching. The work 
among the Armenians has reached its highest point of 
demand

S O U T H  A M E R I C A .
T h e  R e v . G. D. C a r b o w  writes under date of July 

30th, 1857 : “ We have completed the repairs which, in 
a previous note, I informed you we were making upon 
our little chapel. It is improved thereby somewhat, 
both in comfort and appearance. There was at first a 
general disinclination to the platfoi m pulpit. But one 
carpenter in the city, so far as I could learn, had ever 
seen one after that fashion. Now that it is completed 
and furnished, I think it gives general satisfaction. 
We had yesterday in my study a pleasant class- 
meeting.”

MISSIONS AMONG THE INDIANS.
One of our missionaries writes: Our Indians, as

you are aware, are just commencing in their new homes, 
and many, very many of them, are really destitute. 
Anything in the way of clothing, or bedding, new or 
old, for men, women, or children, will be most thank
fully received and faithfully appropriated. I  am con
strained to make this appeal, from the fact that I am 
acquainted with their circumstances, and know them to 
be needy. I  might refer to many thrilling circum
stances illustrating their poverty.”

We have been able to send some few things to the 
relief of these Indians, whose present necessities we 
know are correctly stated. We pray our Christian 
women to remember them.

T h e  R e v .  L. D. P r i c e  writes us from the Mission 
House at Shawville, Michigan, under date of July 8th, 
1857 : “ Our membership at present is between seventy 
and eighty; about ten or twelve of these live at Na-com- 
i-con, the old mission. There are twenty-four families 
here now. Sister Miller has on her school register the 
names of between sixty and seventy children who 
attend her school more or less during the winter; the 
average attendance was from thirty to thirty-five.” 
Brother Price seems an ardent friend of the Indian 
missions.

MISSIONS TO FOREIGN POPULATIONS.
A  L o v e - F e a s t  w i t h  t h e  E m i g r a n t s .—A com

pany of fourteen, the fruit of our mission in Norway, 
having arrived in this country, they made their way to 
the Bethel, or were rather first found by Pastor Hed- 
strom at the Castle Garden, and nothing would do for 
them short of a love-feast at the ship, and a love-feast 
they had. The day after, being detained, they desired 
and received the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper; they 
tasted of the loying-kindness of the Lord in a strange 
city, and went on their way rejoicing.

T h e  W e l s h  M i s s io n a r y ,  the Rev. John Ellis, 
says: “ I was visiting in a neighborhood where I 
thought I would like to preach, and looking for a place, 
I stepped into a house, and asked the woman residing 
there, who proved to be Welsh, if she would allow me 
to make an appointment for preaching there. She said 
yes cheerfully, and I made the appointment.

“ Before the time of the appointment came about, it 
came to my ears that the woman was a drunkard, and 
generally known as such. This startled me, and made 
me for a little time hesitate, but the appointment 
was out.

“ The time came, and as in duty bound I went, 
found the house very neat, and all ready for preaching 
During the services the woman seemed very tender, but 
supposing it might proceed from something else than 
good, I  took no notice of it, but retired without saying 
anything to her. After the lapse of a fortnight I 
thought I would call again. At my second visit I was 
very favorably impressed with the state of the woman’s 
mind, and made another appointment. The result was,

this woman became a true convert, was born again, and 
evinced a true Christian life and temper. Meetings 
were continued in her house, and a countryman of 
hers, of great skill in his business, but of most miser
able habits, from his love of ardent spirits, was induced 
to go in and hear the word of God. His presence in 
the place at once awakened the worst fears, for he was 
known to be a vile offender against all order and de
cency ; but a hook seemed to be put into his jaw, and 
he sat tamely and listened to the word of God. The 
missionary invited him to come again; he did, and 
brought several of his rough associates with him. The 
word of God touched him, troubled him, opened his 
eyes, alarmed him, and led him to cry for mercy. He 
found it and the forgiveness of his sins, to the astonish
ment of himself and all who knew him. Straightway 
he joined himself to the people of God, signed the tem
perance pledge, walked humbly and yet with great ten
derness and zeal, visiting his countrymen from house 
to house on a Sabbath morning, to persuade them to 
go to the house of God. When the house of the good 
woman referred to became too strait for the congrega
tion, he himself hired larger rooms, fitted them up, built 
a pulpit, and furnished lights, evincing all the zeal for 
God, and much more than he had shown in the cause 
of evil, in which he had been an acknowledged 
leader.”

T h e  W e l s h  M is s io n  a t  N e w - Y o r k .—Rev. John 
Ellis writes us that his presiding elder introduced the 
subject of an extra collection for the mission cause, 
when Brother J—»— responded at once, “ I  will give one 
hundred dollars.” The Lord has blessed this brother, 
not only with means, but with a liberal heart to con
tribute, and I had the pleasure to bear the one hundred 
dollars to the treasurer.”

G e rm a n  D o m e s t i c  M is s io n s .—One of our presid
ing filders, Brother Swartz, informs us of the progress 
of a most gracious work in one of his missions under 
the care of a local preacher. The zeal of this brother 
in the cause of Christ is worthy of the best days of 
Methodism. Not only does he work his own farm, 
and do the chief part toward building a church, but 
preaches three times on the Sabbath. He stirred up a 
company of young men {natives] to teach a Sabbath 
school of the children of his countrymen ; and as they 
are not used to praying in public, he attends the ses
sions and opens the school, praying in German, as he 
cannot pray in the English language. Further than 
this, he stirs up all the English-speaking local preach
ers within his reach to come and keep up a regular 
English service for his countrymen.

M I S S I O N A R Y  C I R C U L A R .
R e v .  a n d  D e a r  B r o t h e r :  Under urgent orders 

of the Board, we ask your attention to the following 
address to our pastors and people touching the immi
nent danger impending oyer our missionary work and 
the honor of the Church. Hitherto the credit of our 
Missionary Society has been undoubted, and our drafts 
are as good as gold in all parts of the world. It is for 
the pastors and people to say whether we shall fall into 
discredit. We earnestly request you, dear brethren, to 
consult with your missionary committee, and, if conve
nient, with chief brethren, in reference to holding a 
special and e x t r a  missionary meeting, within sixty 
days after receiving this communication, at which the 
Address following shall be read, and a special collec
tion and specific contributions be taken for the imme
diate relief of the treasury. We desire you to 
understand expressly that we do not advise the holding 
of a special meeting, unless it is to be entirely extra, 
that is, in addition to the regular annual missionary 
collections and contributions as authorized by Disci
pline, otherwise it will not bring the relief we seek.

If, upon consultation, in the fear of God, you deem 
it impracticable to make the public extra effort which 
we herein advise, then we most urgently, yet respect
fully ask you to call privately and quickly on such as 
have the means and the heart to help, and ask, in the 
name of the Board, for their special contributions for 
the relief of the treasury.
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In case it is deemed impracticable to hold an extra 
public missionary meeting, as advised above, we have 
to request you to read to yonr Church and congrega
tion the following Address, with a view to much in
creasing the regidar missionary contributions of your 
charge.

We are advised that an impression prevails, that the 
danger is not so great as we represent it. We declare 
to you, brethren, that what we have said in the follow4- 
ing Address are words of truth and soberness ; and un
less the Church takes warning she will realize it, and 
bitterly repent, when it is too late.

The extra funds raised for the relief of the treasury 
you will please send, with all convenient dispatch, to 
the Treasurer,, liev. T. Carlton, New-York, or to the 
Assistant Treasurer, Rev. Leroy Swormstedt, Cincin
nati, to be credited to your charge and conference as 
extra contributions for the relief of the treasury,

B. W jlugh, President.
T . C a r l t o n ,  Tr**surer.
J. P. D u r b i n ,  Cor. Secretary.

The Board o f  Managers o f  the Missionary Society to the
Pastors and People o f we, Methodist Episcopal Church.
D e a r  B r e t h r e n  : Called, as we judged, by the will 

of God, and hy the voice of the General Church, the 
Board of Managers, the General Missionary Commit
tee, and the Bishops have taken greatly advanced 
ground in our missionary work, both at home and 
abroad. We now occupy positions in Africa, in India, 
in China, in Turkey, in Germany, in Norway, in Swe
den, in South America, on the western declivities of 
the Rocky Mountains, and in the Sandwich Islands ; 
besides extending aid to our brethren in France, and 
having in our own country extensive missions at large 
expense among the Germans, Norwegians, Swedes, 
Danes, Welsh, French, and Indians, and also numerous 
missions among the English-speaking population under 
the care of the several conferences. With this advan
ced movement in our missionary work came a cor
responding advance in  the missionary funds, and for 
several years the receipts exceeded the expenditure; 
and it never occurred to us that the Church would fail 
to sustain this advanced position of her missions.

Bat instead of sustaining this advanced position, we 
have found, to our great surprise and embarrassment, 
that the contributions to the missionary treasury have 
declined for two or three years past : and we now find 
ourselves seriously oppressed with a debt which was, at 
the close of 1856, over forty thousand dollars ; and, ac
cording to present prospects, will be increased to, prob
ably, sixty thousand dollars by the next meeting of the 
General Missionary Committee. And what gives us 
the greatest uneasiness is, that this debt has much in
creased in the two years past, which have been years 
of prosperity ; and during which nearly all other great 
missionary and benevolent societies of our land have 
had a large increase in their funds. How shall we ex
plain this? We think there are several causes which 
have been, and now are veiy efficient in curtailing the 
contributions to the Parent Society; such as powerful 
personal appeals of special agencies, and eloquent and 
touching applications for peculiar interests, made to in
dividuals and to congregations. But while we feel and 
know that these have drawn off largely from our mis
sionary resources ; and we cannot object to the most 
active of them, as they are sanctioned by the authori
ties of the Church ; yet we must ask your earnest at
tention to the superior and paramount claims of our 
General Missionary Society, that we may be able to 
stand until these disturbing agencies shall pass away, 
or be so modified as to disturb no longer.

We feel, however, constrained to ask your special at
tention to a practice which is prevailing extensively in 
some portions of the Church, and which has greatly re
duced the receipts of the Parent Society. We refer to 
voluntary missionary societies existing in some 
Churches, and chiefly in the Sunday schools, which 
collect funds in the name and on the credit of our Gen
eral Missionary Society, and appropriate them largely 
to various objects, without the knowledge of the mission
ary authorities of the Church, instead of paying them 
into the treasuiy of the Parent Society. We are sat
isfied, dear brethren, that this is done innocently, ps it 
regards intention, but it is cutting away the founda
tions of our general missionary system ; and we believe 
that the Churches and congregations contributing 
these funds, generally suppose that they reach the 
treasury of the Parent Society, instead of being dis
tributed independently to such particular objects as the 
local society may select. So serious and threatening 
is this practice, that the laté General Conference felt 
constrained earnestly to object to it, in its Missionary 
Address to the Church. It declared that the true rela
tion of the Sunday School and Juvenile Missionary 
Societies was that of auxiliaries to the Churches res
pectively in which they exist; and that their funds 
should pass into the missionary treasury of the Church. 
This treasury is in the hands of the regular missionary 
committee, of which the pastor is chairman. This 
course will preserve the unity of the missionary admin
istration, and give consistency and power to our mis
sionary system. And surely this is of immensely more 
vainc to the Church than to have her missionary funds

scattered and absorbed in detached, and sometimes very 
doubtful enterprises.

As it has become a matter of notoriety in some con
ferences, and through the Church jiapers, we think it 
proper to allude to another very efficient cause of the 
decrease in our missionary funds. We refer to the 
practice of withholding missionary contributions in 
some portions of the Church, because appropriations 
are made to conferences which lie wholly or in part in 
slaveholding states. are not at liberty to discuss 
this question : we are trustees of the whole Church, and 
charged to administer her missionary funds impartially, 
according to thé true intent and meaning of the Gen
eral Conference. Now, dear brethren, would you have 
us violate our trust? Should we not all sustain the 
consolidated missionary interests of the Church, as the 
General Conference has authorized and directed, until 
the General Conference shall alter the same ? We 
trust you will duly consider the position of the Board 
of Managers as trustees of the missionary interests of 
the Church, and not withhold, from us the means of 
carrying on our great work at home and abroad, be-' 
cause of some things which you regret, as we do also, 
and which, in process of time, and in the progress of 
the Church, we doubt not, will pass away. And we 
address you thus earnestly and frankly, because we be
lieve that the unity and success of our general Mission
ary Society will determine the position and power of 
our Church in the world.

Now, dear brethren, we are constrained to say, that 
we clearly see, and deeply feci, that this position and 
power are endangered by the decrease of receipts into 
the treasury of the Parent Society, and by the conse
quent increase of our missionary debt. The new mis
sions in India and Turkey have been instituted this 
year, and will, of course, increase our expenditure 
abroad next year. Our work at home does not admit 
of diminished appropriations. And yet it is not in the 
power of the Board of Managers to provide for a mis
sionary debt which is increasing every year by thou
sands of dollars. The Board could manage the debt, 
if they found it decreasing reasonably every year, with 
prospect of speedily being extinguished.

Under these circumstances we address ourselves to 
the Church, to the pastors and people, whose trustees 
we are of their missionary interests, and we ask you, 
dear brethren, what are we to do? Shall we recede 
from the high and advanced ground which we now oc
cupy, and thus tarnish the honor and disappoint the 
great hope of the Church, and the reasonable expecta
tions of the world ? Are we ready to take a lower, a 
secondary position among the Protestant Churches of 
the land? We feel constrained to ask your earnest 
and continued attention to the present condition and 
future prospects of our Church, as involved in our mis
sionary cause. If the Board of Managers are com
pelled to retire from our present advanced missionary 
position, we feel that the Church would justly blame 
us if we did retreat without giving her timely warning. 
We have, through our proper officers, endeavored to 
give her warning already ; and had hoped to see, in the 
increased receipts of the current year, evidence that she 
had seriously taken warning. But, with the exceptions 
of a very few conferences, and a few generous Churches 
and liberal individuals, thus far, we regret to say, we 
have been grievously disappointed.

The prospect now is that the missionary treasury will 
be more deeply in debt at the close of the current year, 
than it was at the dose of the last year. If so, as yonr 
faithful trustees of the missionary interests of our 
Church, we admonish you that the crisis in our mis
sionary affairs will have come. We trust the Church 
will believe us, as a  Board of Managers, when wo thus 
plainly and directly, as a Board, advise and admonish 
both pastors and people, of the critical condition of our 
missionary interests. Be not deceived, brethren ; 
nothing can save us but a suitable and continued in
crease in the missionary contributions of the whole 
Church. And we cannot refrain from repeating our 
deep and abiding conviction, that in our missionary in
terests are essentially involved the glory bf God, as 
well as the position, power, and honor of our Church 
among the great Protestant Churches of the world.

Thus, dear brethren, have we, the Board of Mana
gers, addressed ourselves directly to you, the pastors 
and people, admonishing you of the danger, and, as we 
feel, disgrace to which we are exposed by the probable 
forced curtailment of our missionary operations. We 
shall be satisfied that we have done our duty; and al
though wè shall feel a deeper degree of mortificalion, in 
case we have to retrench and j-etreat, inasmuch as we 
are more intimately connected with the administration 
of our missionary affairs, yet, being conscious that we 
have done our duty, without fee or reward, we will ac
cept the action of the Church as her admonition to us, 
to go forward or retreat, as she, by her contributions, 
shall command.

F r a n c i s  H a l l ,  Vice-President.
D . T e r b t ,  Recording Secretary.

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l s  i n  P a r i s  
is 286, with 601 teachers and 53,607 pupils. A  million 
of. francs, or $180,000, are assigned to the repair and 
embellishment of religions edifices.

LET US PAY THE DEBT.
At the last annual meeting of the American Board 

of Commissioners for -Foreign Missions, it was ascer
tained that they were in debt thirty-six thousand dol
lars. They proceeded to provide for their missions as 
if  they were not in debt, and then called upon the 
Churches to send in extra contributions to liquidate 
the debt. We have just learned that it is done, and 
this without any derangement of their regular receipts.

We incline, from indications since our own Board 
has spoken seriously to the Church, to think our mis
sionary debt will be paid off within a year. The wife 
of one of our brethren of the New-Jcrsey Conference, 
Mrs. G. Yan Horn, sends us fifty dollars to pay the 
debt, and says: “ Let no missionary be recalled, but let 
the debt be paid within sixty days.” Who will 
respond ?

S a i n t  Padl is a long way off, but our missionary 
treasurer has heard a voice from thence. Ira Bidwell, 
Esq., writes: “ Last week, before leaving Michigan, our 
pastor, Rev. W. H. Perrine, received and read the 
1 Circular,’ asking aid for the missionary canse. I  
herewith send you our check for five hundred dollars.” 
[The certificate will be furnished as requested.—C o r .  

S e c .]

B a l t i m o r e  C o n f e r e n c e .— A pastor within the 
bounds of this Conference sends our missionary treas
urer ten dollars towards liquidating the debt, and pro
poses to be one o f  a hundred to remit this sum monthly 
until the whole amount is paid. This brother throws 
out another suggestion: “ If extra exertions are to be 
made, what better time than these camp-meeting times ?”

P r o m p t  A c t i o n  is the action for our present 
emergency. A  brother, of Virginia—a layman, we 
judge, writes us : “ I have this hour seen your mission
ary circular, setting forth the indebtedness of our Mis
sionary Society. Inclosed you have ten dollars, to pay 
my share of that debt. If six thousand persons, reading 
the circular, will do the same, the treasury will be re
lieved. This should be done at once.”

M a in e  C o n f e r e n c e  has a brother within her 
bounds who sends, he says, twice the amount he is in 
the habit of sending, and nearly as much more from 
another quarter, from whence no missionary money 
ever came before.

“ To P r o v o k e  o n e . A n o t h e r ” in given cases is 
both lawful and Scriptural. Our brethren and friends 
have read of the great debt of tens of thousands hang
ing over our treasurer. Well, now, read what follows, 
brethren, of the action of a good man im relation to the 
English Episcopal Church Missionary Society. The 
managers, in the conclusion they reach at the close of 
their last year’s service, go on to say : “ Encouraged by 
the large increase of the last year, by many tokens of 
sympathy, and by offers of co-operation, the committee 
at their last meeting, before resigning their annual 
functions, resolved to encourage their successors to en
ter, in the strength of the Lord, upon an era of more 
enlarged effort and of bolder aggression. With this 
resolution they closed their annual proceedings a few 
days ago. But since then it has pleased God to lay an 
additional obligation upon the committee about to be 
elected. He has put it into the heart of an old friend 
of the sociéty to give a donation expressly to encourage 
the committee to send out additional laborers, in the 
confidence that God will provide from year to year the 
means of their support. The donation is ten thousand 
pounds, (about fifty thousand dollars,) together with a 
sum, in the long annuities, equivalent to one thousand 
pounds a year, for three years and a half! ‘ Enlarge, 
then, the place of thy tent, and let them stretch forth 
the curtains of thine habitation ; spare not, lengthen 
thy cords, and strengthen thy stakes: for thou Bhalt
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break forth on the right hand and on the left; and thy 
seed Bhall inherit the Gentiles, and make the desolate 
cities to be inhabited. Fear not, for thou shalt not be 
ashamed; neither be thou confounded, for thou shalt 
not be put to shame; for thou shalt forget the shame 
of thy youth, and shalt not remember the reproach of 
thy widowhood any more. For thy Maker is thine 
husband: the Lord of hosts is his name ; and thy Re
deemer the Holy One of Israel; the God of the whole 
earth shall he be called !’ ”

T h e  I m p o r t a n c e  o p  t h e  S o u l ’s S a l v a t i o n . —  
Such are the views I entertain, writes a brother of the 
Baltimore Conference, I have resolved to contribute a 
certain portion of my salary to aid in the great work. 
You will find enclosed fifteen dollars ; it appears but a 
drop in the ocean, still it is impossible for me to do 
more at present. You may expect as much, or nearly 
as much, quarterly.

T he D i s c i p l i n a r y  P l a n . —That is the plan for 
raising missionary money, rely upon it, brethren. We 
are pleased to perceive, by the frequent communications 
we are receiving from our preachers, that more and 
more this plan is adopted and carried out by the pastors 
among us.

W h a t  b e t t e r  f o u n d a t i o n  for the Church of 
Christ can be laid in any place than that which Brother 
Dennis, of Kansas, proposes laying in his field ? He 
writes to us for Missionary Collectors’ Books, and says :
“ There are nine charges within the bounds of this dis
trict, and we desire to commence and continue just 
right. Though we are but new, and can do but little, 
yet we wish to put things in proper shape at the start.”

Two H u n d r e d  D o l l a r s . —Please find within a 
draft for two hundred dollars, for an empty missionary 
treasury. The society last year paid ©88, which shows 
an advance of about 125 per cent. If all our societies 
in the widespread fields of our Methodism were to do 
the same, we should hear no more of a missionary 
treasury $50,000 in debt.

May the Master aid the whole Church to come up 
fully to her duty, and then, instead of retrenchment, 
you may advance at least 25 per cent, a year for all 
coming time till the last of the tribes of our lost race 
are brought in triumph to the fold of the Redeemer, 
and the Church be permitted to lay down the weapons 
of her warfare, and take up her crown of rejoicing.

Please credit the above to the Main-street M. E. 
Church of Dubuque, Upper Iowa Conference.

The Lord’s heritage west of the “ Great Father of 
Waters” will meet her share of the responsibility. 
You may m ite  that down.

Yours in  Christ Jesus, P. E. B r o w n .

“  W e  h a v e  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t o u r  C i r c u l a r , ” 
said a preacher of the New-York Conference; “ we took 
up an extra collection last Sabbath of eighty dollars.”

This response is the first received from this confer
ence, we believe, and comes from a country appoint
ment which has been rich in this same mission work; 
and it is to their praise, that no work pertaining to the 
honor of the kingdom of Christ, is passed by with indif
ference by them or by their pastor.

A n o t h e r  V o ic e  f r o m  B a l t i m o r e .—R. G. Arm
strong, Esq., always on hand in the missionary cause, 
sends the treasurer one hundred and twenty dollars, the 
offerings of several friends put into his^hands.

S p e a k  On , a n d  S p e a k . Q u i c k l y ,  B r e t h r e n .

P h i l a d e l p h i a ,  September, 1857.
D e a r  B r o t h e r :  Please find within ten dollars, 

being my contribution to aid in the extinguishment of 
the $60,000 debt. I saw in the Advocate but a short 
time since a proposition for six thousand to give ten 
dollars each. You may, therefore, consider me

One o f  S ix  T h o u s a n d .

Y e s , I n d e e d  !—How strongly, writes a brother who 
sends us twenty dollars for the treasury debt, we are 
reminded in these times to lay up our treasure in hea
ven, that our hearts may be there also.

“ Two S h a r e s  o f  t h e  S ix  T h o u s a n d .”

W e  h a v e  n o t  f o r g o t t e n  y o u .—It is possible that 
other brethren may also think they are forgotten; but, 
brethren, the circular will come: if not, please drop us 
a hint like the following, naming your post office, and 
you’ll see it by the return mail:

“ Has Dr. Durbin forgotten me? This station 
stands second only in missionary contributions in this 
conference. I expect it will stand first at the next con
ference. We have the ability, and I hope to render it 
available.”

W h e r e  a r e  t h e  T r u e  F r i e n d s  of the Missionary 
cause ? Shall this cause fail ? Bead the words fol
lowing :

“ Dear brother will you please to accept five dollars 
from a poor widow toward the missionary debt. I will 
send you five more as soon as I can earn it.”

A  G e rm a n  P r e a c h e r  of the New-York Conference 
writes: “ The circular of the missionary committee 
was received in due time, and when translated in our 
missionary prayer-meeting to my people, evidently 
brought gloom upon them. But they took courage 
when I told them that if they, and every Methodist in 
the Church, would do a little extra, it was as easy to 
sweep away the debt as to lift a feather. I  told them 
that they, though poor, must do their share, on the prin
ciple that

‘Little drops of water, little grains of sand,
Make the mighty ocean and the beauteous land.’

Though we have this year to make up more for the 
support of the preacher, yet you will have more mis
sionary money from us than ever before.”

T h e  M is s io n s  S p e a k in g .—The Welsh mission at 
Utica (forty-five members) sends twenty dollars. 
Brother Herbert, the missionary, says: “ I think we 
have done our best.”

M u s t  t h e  P r e a c h e r s  m e e t  t h e  D e f i c i t ? —Un
doubtedly the people will answer, N o ! Well, then, 
speak quickly, if you please, for every pastor whose 
heart is in the right place, will be saying the debt must 
be paid. A  pastor in the Black River Conference 
writes, giving the name of his appointment: 111 judge 
the Church [the people ?] is not worth five thousand 
dollars, so I have not presented the missionary cause to 
them; but this five dollars is from myself.” We are 
sorry you did not present it, my brother; let.the people 
know, and let those whose hearts are right toward God, 
send their cents if they have not dollars; there is a 
blessing in them. And mark it, brethren, the same 
people will do all the more for such a minister.

D O M E S T I C  M I S S I O N  S.
S u p e r i o r  M is s io n  grown into a Presiding Elder’s 

District in one year.
Our readers will remember Brother Peet’s account 

of the origin of his mission in the Minnesota Confer
ence. Under date of August 25th he writes to the 
Northern Christian Advocate: What was my charge 
last year is now a whole district, with three appoint
ments-, (Lake Superior Mission District.) Bayfield, 
ninety miles down the south shore of the lake, was one 
of my appointments last year. Praise the Lord ! 
Now. instead of being over one hundred and thirty 
miles from any other Methodist preacher, as I was last 
year, I shall have two within ninety miles, and the pre
siding elder, who will live on the lake, will not have to 
travel eighteen hundred mil^s to get to our quarterly 
meeting, as he did last conference year.

We now have a church under contract to be finished 
by October 25th, 1857, which will cost about fifteen 
hundred dollars.

At Bayfield we have a  class of eight members; a t 

Superior there are twenty. When I came to Superior, 
there were but two Methodists at the head of the lake. 
Within the bounds of what is now Minnesota Confer
ence, there were, in October, 1853, but four Methodist 
classes, namely, St. Paul, St. Anthony, Hudson, and 
Red Wing. There are now six presiding elder dis
tricts, sixty-three appointments, fifty-six preachers, and 
I do not know how many classes or members, as I have 
not yet received the Minutes. I did not attend the con
ference session, as it would have required about thir
teen hundred miles travel to reach the place of its 
session. L o ! what hath the Lord wrought in less than 
four years. Twelve of the sixty-three charges men
tioned above were left to be supplied. At the next 
General Conference there will probably be a  demand 
for the organizing of a Lake Superior Conference, to 
include the northern peninsula of Michigan, and a cor
responding portion of Northern Wisconsin.

We have a church to look to at Bayfield also, which 
is partially finished, but not paid for.

R ev. R. R. W o o d , of Lacrosse District, West Wis
consin, sends us his fourth quarterly report:

There is nothing special this quarter to report. 
There has been a slight increase on all the charges, 
principally from immigration I think I intimated in 
one of my former reports, that some of the missions 
would have to be divided. I am now prepared to say 
that the field is enlarging before us, new settlements 
are forming which will require additional laborers; and, 
while some of the fields, that have had missionary ap
propriations the past year, will be able to sustain them
selves, there will be other points that it will be necessary 
to strengthen.

Missionary Collections.—I have paid particular atten
tion, at every quarterly meeting, to the missionary col
lections ; and although the amount will be small, on 
account of the scarcity of money in this country, yet 
we have done what we could, and shall be able to pre
sent a report from every charge on the district. We 
have but little to discourage us. We are now in the 
advance of other denominations, and desire to continue 
so, and “ spread Scriptural holiness over these lands.”

A f e w  M i n u t e s  w i t h  t h e  M is s io n a r i e s .— The 
New-York City Missionary, Rev. W. H. Smith, says:

I was visiting from house to house, and found a 
widow with four small children, for whom and for her
self she had nothing but a crust of bread and a cup of 
water. He related this at the Bedford-street Church in 
the evening. The next day the pastor, Rev. J. Z. 
Nichols, sent him a note inclosing one dollar for the 
widow. The missionary took it to her immediately, 
and it proved a most providential send to her. Why 
it is.” said she, “ as if from Heaven ; my landlord had 
given me notice to quit because I could not pay the 
rent, but this dollar, with fifty cents more, will com
plete the amount !”

A n o t h e r  M is s io n a r y  said : In going into a house 
to see an aged couple, who were known to have been in 
better circumstances, temporal and spiritual, in other 
days, I  found they at first regarded the call as a visit 
to spy out their poverty; but upon being assured the 
visit was one of pure respect, in remembrance of other 
days, they seemed reconciled. A n  aged Christian 
friend was subsequently sent to see them, in  order 
again to take them to God’s altar; they consented, and 
were shortly after brought anew to the enjoyment of 
religious comfort.

F i f t y  C o p ie s  o f  t h e  M i s s i o n a r y  A d v o c a t e . — 
“ Not exceeding fifty copies ” was the language of the 
resolution, as it is well known that some societies do 
not really need that number; but we are glad to furnish 
the paper to help every earnest pastor.—Cor. Sec.

“ We saw the importance of getting missionary in
telligence before the minds of the membership, and 
hence resolved unanimously to avail ourselves of the 
generous offer of the Board to secure fifty copies of the 
Missionary Advocate by carrying out the provisions of 
the Discipline for raising missionary money. You will, 
therefore, if you please, forward fifty copies of the Mis
sionary Advocate and six collector’s books.”
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SEAMEN’S DEPARTMENT.

A  B a p t i s t  B e t h e l  S h ip .—W e leam that a 
movement is in progress among the Baptists in Bos
ton, for the formation of a “ Mariner’s Bethel Mission 
Ship Company,” and the building of a first-class ship, 
to be called the “ Adoniram Judson,” raising the funds 
by issuing certificates of stock, as in the case of the 
Morning Star. It is intended to put the ship into a 
profitable business, and to devote one half the income 
to missionary objects. The other half is to yield a 
dividend among those who take stock to the amount 
of fifty dollars or more. The ship will be officered and 
sailed by men of known ability and piety, and will be 
a Floating Bethel, whether in port or on her voyages.

L e t t e r  f r o m  a  C o n v e r t e d  S a i l o r . —The fol
lowing letter, addressed to Pastor Hedstrom, will be 
read with pleasure and profit:

July 28, 1857.
R e v .  a n d  D e a r  S i r  : It would not only be ungrate

ful, but it would be wrong to forget those who have 
proved friends to ns in a foreign land. Knowing this, 
I feel myself laid under great obligations to you and 
the members of your Church, for the love shown unto 
me in permitting me to meet in your class meetings. 
They have been a blessing to me, and my prayer to 
Almighty God is, that they may prdSre a blessing to 
many more poor famishing souls. My mind oft recurs 
to those hallowed and sanctifying seasons, and I have 
often ardently longed to be present in the vestry of the 
“ John Wesley.”

His History.—A  little of my past history might be in
teresting to yon. At the age of fifteen I  went to sea, 
and in a very short time all religions impressions were 
effaced from my mind. I  followed the multitude, and 
have been one of the most depraved of mortals.

Three years ago it pleased the Lord, in his “ infinite 
mercy,” to visit my souL I  was in Boston. I  had 
listened to an earnest appeal to the hearts of uncon
verted persons by “ Father Taylor ” unmoved. A  young 
man, about to leave Boston on a distant voyage, rose 
to speak. He had been brought out of darkness a short 
time previous, and now his heart was filled to over
flowing with the love of God. My attention was 
caught, and as I listened to his recital of the love of 
Christ the vail was lifted from off my eyes. I saw my 
lost condition ; I  felt the misery of the course I  was 
pursuing, and came at once to the determination to 
seek the Lord, and not to rest, though I should die at 
the foot of the cross, pleading for mercy. It was three 
weeks from this time before I experienced the change 
of heart I sought. Truly in my case it was “ passing 
from death unto life.”

The next summer [and its fruit] the vessel to which 
I  belonged traded at New-York, and then I became ac
quainted with the good old 11 John Wesley.” My ship
mates were not only living without Christ, but some of 
them were opposed to his doctrine, and I suffered much 
from them ; but I thank God that his strength was suf
ficient for me; and before the summer closed I had the 
happiness of seeing one of them brought to bow at the 
feet of Jesus, and implore mercy of Christ, while listen
ing to an exhortation from yourself.

“ Other Work."—That fall I felt the need of educa
tion, and went to the Wesleyan Academy a t  .
While there the conviction was forcibly impressed 
upon my mind that the Lord had other work for me 
than following the sea. I  felt called to labor, while re
maining on this earth, for the conversion of my fellow- 
mortals. My studies have been directed that way ever 
since. I shall resume them shortly for another year, 
at the expiration of which I intend offering myself as a 
candidate for the ministry.

“A  jealous, just concern.”—I find that the close pursuit 
of secular knowledge is not calculated for a growth in 
grace. The necessity of holiness of heart was impress
ed on my mind two years ago. I  then sought and ob
tained the blessing, but through unwatchfulness I lost 
it. I  have lately felt the need of it, and am earnestly 
looking for the descent of the Spirit.

I would solicit, dear sir, an interest in your prayers, 
and in the prayers of your class-meeting at the Bethel 
during the week. Whether we shall ever meet again 
on earth is uncertain, but I trust that we shall see each 
other in a better land. May God strengthen your 
hands, and encourage your heart in your labor of love, 
and may you behold the fruit of your labor on your 
right hand and on your left, is the fervent prayer of 
my heart. 1 J

I  remain yours, in Christian fellowship, D. B. S.

T h e  g r e a t  n e g l e c t  of seamen as a class among 
their fellow-men, may be inferred from the following 
table of returns furnished by “ The Society for the 
Promotion of Missions to Seamen afloat, at home and 
abroad,” London:

Number of 
British sailors 
annually fre

quenting them.
British N . America.

Ports frequented by 
British seamen.

Means of religious 
instruction for 

them.

S t  John’s, N. F .......... 4,954 No provision.
Halifax......................... 6,711 do.
St. Andrews................. 1,147 do.
Pr. Edward’s Island .. 1,276 Visited by a pious

St. John, N. B ............ 5,718
layman, A. Sorer. 

Am. Seamen’s Fr.
Society, Rev. Mr, 
Harris.

Quebec......................... 15,336 Rev. Mr. Carden.
West Indies.

B erm udas................... 1,192 No provision.
Baham as..................... 832 do.
Tortola......................... 3,665 do.
Antigua B a y ............... 2,027 do.
St. L u cia ..................... 1,347 do.
St. V incent................. 2,666 do.
Trinidad...................... 3,498 do.
Grand T urk ................. 1,230 No special provision.
Jam aica ....................... 2,396 do.
St. K itts....................... 1,617 do.
Montserrat................... 760 do.
Dominica..................... 1,220 do.
B arbadoes................... 5,117 do.
Demerara..................... 5,954 do.
New Amsterdam........ 371 do.

Africa.
Sierra Leone............... 758 No provision.
N a ta l........................... 467 do.
Algoa Bay................... ------ do.
St. H elena................... 16,753 No special provision.
Cape T ow n ................. 9,350 Occasional visits fr.

Asia.
Port Louis...................  8,249

missionaries. A  
Sailor’s Home re
cently instituted.

Colombo .........  1,059

Bombay.......................  3,769
Madras.........................  3,461
Calcutta, Br. seamen . 6,829

Am. 1,751

The bishop has re
cently appointed a 
chaplain with a 
floating vessel. 

Seats in the shore 
churches.

Rev. W. Dinan. 
Scripture reader. 
Sail. Home — Float

ing Chapel. 
Chaplain of Colonial 

, Church and School 
Society.

Point de G ael  )

lo n g K o n g : : : : : : :  [ returnsexpected- 
Shanghai................. *

Australia.
Geelong.......................  4,066 No provision.
Portland....................... 2,222 do.
Port Fairy................... 158 do.
Port Albert....................  . 804 do.
Wannambool............... 66 do.
Melbourne, Port Philip 32,228 The bishop purcha

sed a hulk for D i
vine service, but 
had no adequate 
support.

New Zealand, Auckl’d 1,335 No provision.
Hobart T ow n   6,616 ) A -r. ,
Launceston.................  4,513 J A  Bethel at each.

Adelaide" ” ” "!!!! } returas expected.
Levant.

Alexandria,................. 11,258 No provision.
Jaffa.............................. 518 do.
Caipha.........................  500 do.
Beyrout.......................  920 do.
Sm yrna.......................  3,600 No special provision.

When in hospital 
they are attended 
by the chaplain. 

Constantinople    ‘Rev. Mr. Curtis.

R e v .  W i l l i a m  J o n e s ,  o f  R om e, N. Y., sends us 
fifty  d o lla rs , a n  e x tra  co llection , to  red u ce  th e  debt.

A  good plan pursued by this brother, and many 
others at this time, is to distribute to the congregation 
copies of the Annual Report or of the Missionary A d 
vocate, or of both, when notice is given of an intended 
collection.

YOUTH’S DEPARTMENT.

C o n f e s s io n  o p  F a i t h ,  by a young Bassuto named 
Fckou, of the view which he took of missionaries, and 
the great change he had experienced through their 
labors:

“ I have just asked of God the strength,” said he, 
addressing the missionary, “ which I need to serve him. 
Too long I have acted like the bad sheep which jumps 
over the fold. The javelin which strikes you draws 
forth a cry; I uttered one as sad, when the darts of 
yonr book have pierced me.

“ I found myself at Koloane when your entry into the 
country was announced to me. I was then a boy. 
They said to me, 1 Do you know what ? Three whites 
have just arrived. They skin people; out of an old 
man they make a young one.’ I was returning from 
picking up wood ; looking at my bundle of sticks they 
added,£ See, Fekou ; they make you cook these with
out burning them.’ ‘ But,’ asked I, * who knows but 
they may cook us as well 1 Do you mean that they 
are cannibals?’ ‘ No, no; just as people break and 
pound a clay pot, and put it in a furnace, that it may 
come out quite new, so they do to people.’

'• From curiosity I bounded toward these m en; I 
saw them, nnd my first movement was to step back in 
fright. That white colour, that smooth long hair, an 
agreeable voice, but senseless to me, all struck me with 
astonishment. To the left of their hut was a flat and 
long wood that I was told was their wagon ; its feet [the 
wheels] were on the earth—round, filled with sticks 
[the spokes], and something higher, concave, turned 
upside down, and covered with something white, was 
at the side ; that, I was told, was the hat of their coach. 
I  thought I was dreaming.

“ But the Korannas used to fall on us just at that 
time, and since the white men came the Korannas have 
no more appeared. And wars ravaged u s ; but they 
have made them cease, if they have not been able en
tirely to destroy them. And cannibals have ceased to eat 
people. How beautiful are the feet of those who bring 
good tidings!

“ One day my chief said to me, ‘ Fekou, the mission
ary says that children should go to him to learn to 
read.’ I went, and cast my eyes on a printed book. 
Lekoa, Ezekiel, Richard, and Molasso, were with me. 
What struck us was the color of the paper, and the 
strange forms of the letters, which we called grains. 
The things of men are understood by men, but those of 
God are not; one can hardly understand them. Yet 
those of God are like the rain which falls from heaven; 
soft, good, and always seasonable.

“ We read ; Molasso was the first to be able to, then 
Ezekiel, then Richard, then all of us. But it is then 
that the book tore us j it cut up our breasts like a 
battle-ax.

“ One Christmas day, I  saw Konyana lift his hand 
to heaven, promising to renounce the world and only 
follow God; and that went to my heart.

“ How' difficult it is for man to be converted ! Zac- 
cheus Mokhanirsaid tome, ‘ I have found a wise'thing.’
‘ Where V ‘ In my book.’ * It’s a lie.’ ‘ No, read it.’
I read; it was the history of the grain of mustard-seed. 
Inwardly I murmured that it was a fable ; and yet that 
was secretly speaking ill of God’s work. I am hum
bled when I  remember it. When Molasso and his 
missionary returned to the colony, near the governor 
of the cape, I was struck within by an arrow from the 
Lord. Timothy had also an arrow in his breast. I 
wept alone at Morolong; the hymn which says ‘ There 
is a city in heaven,’ affected me much. But my evil 
heart once more said, ‘ It is a dream,’ and I returned to 
my evil ways.

“ At last I  followed my missionary to Bethesda, 
when Mr. Schrumpf was settled there. On the way he 
said to me, ‘Fekou, you are troubled, but are silent’ 
why do you not tell me what afflicts you V And also,
‘ Fekou, you do not fight against sin.’ This word en
tered into me like an arrow. The hymn which says,
‘ Physician of the soul, I come to thee,’ as well as the 
one I mentioned before, came to my mind, and I could 
not sleep by night.

“ On my return from this journey I thought I was 
fallen into a frightful abyss. Elijah came to find me, 
and I told him all. He answered, ‘ There is a frightful 
abyss called h ell; but there is also a Saviour who 
knows it better than we, and who will save us from i t ; 
trust, then, in him.’ I did it. May ho protect m e! 
May he break the stiff neck, and bend it to his yoke I 
What proves to me that I have given myself to him is. 
that even in sleep I have joy sometimes in dreaming of 
him, and am so happy. I  ask him a passport tlmt I 
may enter and dwell in his city when I die. The 
hyenas have devoured the playmates of our childhood. 
Why are we remaining ? Who has spared and kept u< 
but the Lord ? And why? You (said he to the mis
sionary) are our Moses ! you have brought us out of 
Egypt! (Raising the Gospel in his hand, he added in 
a loud voice,) Here it is ! here it is ! the horn of oui 
salvation! May the Lord keep m e! May the Lord 
grant me grace to persevere to the end
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M I S C E L L A N E O U S .

R e v .  D r .  P i t m a n ,  l a t e  M i s s i o n a r y  S e c r e t a r y .  
—A beautifully-engraved portrait of the late Dr. Pit
man has been shown us, and it recalled other years 
with vividness and feeling ; and we said, we would like 
to have one. It immediately occurred to us that other 
friends, who knew him in the days of his manhood, 
ministry, and of his secretaryship, would be pleased 
also to have a copy. For their sakes we say, his son, 
Francis Pitman, Bookseller at Trenton, New-Jersey, 
will supply any order at twenty-five cents each, by 
mail, post paid.

Q u i t e  a  M i s s i o n a r y  M a n .—We allow that any 
man who is uneasy because he misses his numbers of 
the Missionary Advocate may say of himself that he is 
“ quite a missionary man;” but more especially when 
we know of him, that he increases the missionary col
lections in his work “ thirty, sixty, and a hundred 
fold !”

D i s a b l e d  M is s io n a r i e s .—At the late annual 
meeting o f the American Board, a report was present
ed by P .  Pent, Esq., recommending the establishment 
of a permanent fund for the support of disabled mis
sionaries, and a minority report against suah-fund by 
John Kingsbury, Esq.

The majority report was advocated by Gen. Williams 
and Judge Jessup, and opposed by Rev. Drs. Wisner, 
Dwight, Squires, De Witt, Rev. Mr. Tyler, and W. J. 
Hubbard, of the Prudential Committee.

The duty of providing for missionary children and 
disabled missionaries was acknowledged fully by all the 
speakers. Those opposing the fund did so on the 
ground that it is unnecessary; that permanent funds 
are dangerous, and that the tendency would be unfavor
able upon the missionaries themselves.

Dr. Pomeroy announced that the ordinary appropria
tions of the Board for the coming year would be at 
least $370,000, and if enough missionaries can be se
cured, more will be needed.

A n Autograph Letter from the Hawaiian king was 
held up and read. It did honor to his majesty, being 
full of dignified thoughts, worthy of the subject on 
which he wrote, the need of a college at Honolulu, and 
expressed in well-selected language. There have been 
few kings that could write better.

T h e  A n n i v e r s a r y  of the American Board of Com
missioners of Foreign Missions was commenced in the 
City of Providence, R. I., on the 8th of September.

Current receipts during the year were $352,742 99. 
The extra receipts, for special purposes, were as fol
lows : For liquidation of the debt of the previous year, 
$36,189 70; for the Missionary packet, 828,5125 37. 
The ordinary current expenses of the Board for the 
vcar were $355,590 59, leaving an unpaid balance 
against the treasury of £2,847 57. The total receipts 
for the year, from all sources, ordinary and extra, were 
greater than those of the previous year by 8110,139 37.

Two missionaries and two assistant missionaries 
have also departed this life. Twenty-eight missionary 
laborers have been sent to their several fields in differ
ent parts of the world, seven of whom were returning 
to stations which they had before occupied. There are 
now under appointment in this country, eleven mission
aries ; in all, eighteen.

The number o f  missions of the Board is 29, of stations 
127, of out-stations 79. The number of ordained mis
sionaries is 169. If we include physicians, male and 
female assistants, native pastors and other helpers, the 
•\yhole number of laborers is 840. The number of 
pages printed from the beginning is 1,034,897,561. 
The whole number of churches is 144, of Church mem
bers 26,978 ; added during the year 1,894. Number of 
seminaries 7, other boarding schools 24, free schools 
C73 ; whole number of pupils in seminaries and schools 
19,236.

The beginning to this day.—This is the second meeting 
of the Board in Providence; the other was in 1840, 
when Dr. Beman, of Troy, was the preacher. The 
Board was constituted in 1810, in the month of June,

at Bradford, Mass., by the General Association of that 
State; and the first meeting was held in the following 
September in Farmington, Conn., at which there were'' 
only five members present, namely, His Excellency 
John Treadwell, Rev. Dr. Joseph Lyman, Rev. Dr. 
Samuel Spring, Rev. Samuel Worcester, and Rev. 
Calvin Chapin. The Board was formed in view of the 
wishes of Judson, Nott, Hall, and Newell to become 
foreign missionaries. Its progress from that day to this 
is one of the wonders of modem times.

Closing services.—Very affecting parting addresses 
were made by Rev. Mr. Jessup, of the Syrian, and Dr. 
Schneider, of the Armenian missions. The latter pre
sented the thanks of a Church and congregation of 
two thousand persons at Aintab, in Asia Minor, for the 
Gospel sent them by this Board. He held up their 
letter in the Turkish language.

The W e s l e y a n  N o r m a l  S c h o o l .—The building 
is wholly free from debt, and its prosperity is annually 
increasing. The number of schools established under 
this system is reported at 434, being an increase of 13 
during the year. In these are 59,630 scholars, being 
an increase of 5,497. But the small proportion of day 
scholars is seen plainly in the fact, that more than eight 

.tim es as many attend the Sabbath schools. They re
port 437,814 scholars, being an increase of 22.046 dur
ing the year.

U n m a r r i e d  W o m e n .—It appears from the census 
of Great Britain of 1851, that in that year there were in 
the country nearly six millions of women above twenty 
years of age ; of whom one million seven hundred and 
sixty-seven thousand were unmarried, and seven hun
dred and ninety-five thousand widows.

M a r r i a g e s  w i t h o u t  C l e r g t : .—It is stated that, 
in England and Ireland, there are two hundred thou
sand marriages a year, of which (in England) a yery 
large number are celebrated by the registrar, (the civil 
functionary,) without any religious ceremonial or 
sanction.

The budget for 1858, of the city of Paris, has been 
submitted to the municipal councils, and inserted in the 
Moniteur. The receipts and expenses are balanced at 
upward of 72,000,000 of francs, or 812,960,000.

T h e  P o t t e r s  I n s t i t u t e ,  in Bemardston, Mass., 
founded on a bequest of $10,000, left by Edward Epps 
Powers, who was born in Bemardston, made his for
tune in Clinton, Georgia, and died in Chicago in 1855, 
was dedicated lately, with interesting and appropriate 
ceremonies.

A  Mission in the B ritish  A rmy.— A  new work 
has been commenced for the benefit of the British 
army. A  large permanent camp has lately been es
tablished at Aldershot, forty miles from London, where 
from twenty thousand to sixty thousand men, accord
ing to circumstances, are under arms. Just outside the 
camp, a Wesleyan church, built of iron, and capable oi 
seating a thousand persons, has been dedicated to the 
service of God. Rev. Dr. Rule has provisionally ac
cepted the office of pastor and chaplain. Having 
served the connection for six years as one of its recog
nized editors, the doctor is now willing to go forth and 
emplov his great talents as a soldiers’ missionary ; an 
admirable example and a withering rebuke to those 
who think that work of this kind is of a lower grade 
than the regular ministerial service. I f  the conference 
will appoint him, Dr. Rule will go to this novel service 
with the entire confidence and hearty good-will of his 
brethren and of the whole connection. It will be a 
sin-ht pregnant with interest, to witness one of our most 
distinguished literati laboring for Christ as a mission
ary to the army. It is almost entirely owing to Dr. 
Rule’s zeal and perseverance, that the military church 
above referred to is now in existence.

T h e  P r o t e s t a n t  W o r l d  i n  C o n f e r e n c e .— A  
convention, composed of representatives from all parts 
of the world, embracing all denominations of Protest
ant Christians, called under the auspices of the “ Evan
gelical Alliance,” and by invitation of the King of 
Prussia, is in session in Berlin, Prussia. Among the 
representatives are Dr. Dwight, Dr. King, and Dr. 
Schauffler, missionaries from Constantinople. Among 
the delegation from the United States are the Rev. Dr. 
James W. Alexander, from the Presbyterian Church ; 
the Rev. Dr. Forsyth, from the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church; Rev. Dr. William Nast, of Cin
cinnati, from the Methodist Church ; and the Rev. Dr. 
Black, from the Reformed Presbyterian Church. The

Archbishop of Canterbury, with various prelates and 
foreign embassadors, have interested themselves in the 
matter. Dr. Merle d’Aubigne has consented to pre
pare a discourse on the Evangelical Alliance for the 
promotion of union, as compared with assemblies in 
primitive times for the same purpose. Reports on the 
state of Protestantism in different countries are to be 
made, and a general interchange of sentiments enjoyed. 
The subject of religious liberty will be freely discussed, 
as the king has promised protection in perfect freedom 
of speech on this as well as all other subjects.

S T A T I S T I C S .
R a t i o  o f  M e m b e rs  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r i a l  F o r c e  

i n  t h e  M . E. C h u r c h .

Striking Statistics— We have a less Ratio o f Members to
Preachers than other Churches—Reasons fo r the Fact.

A  writer in the Advocate and Journal furnishes, in 
the following article, some arguments and figures 
which may well be matter of study to all of our pastors 
But, omit no part of it.

Does our membership bear that proportion to our minis 
terial force which it should, and which the aggressive char 
acter o f our Church would warrant us to expect f  The 
question is not, whether we hold the foremost rank 
among the Churches of the land, but whether the nu
merical strength of our membership is what it ought 
to be.

We shall state a fact, and prove it statistically, 
namely, that the proportion of members to each 
preacher in our Church is much lower than in any 
other; especially is this true when a comparison is in
stituted with the larger bodies.

The Methodist Episcopal Church, North, (we say 
North by way of distinction, as well as to avoid being 
misunderstood,) has a larger ministerial force than the 
Regular Baptists, the Presbyterians, New and Old School, 
the Orthodox Congregational ists', the Presbyterians Asso
ciate, the Associate Reformed, the Presbyterian Reformed, 
and the Dutch Reformed combined, and yet its member
ship numbers but little over half of theirs.

Let the figures themselves tell the tale: Ministerial 
force, Methodist Episcopal Church, North, 14,700 ;* 
members, 800,400; the ratio of members to each 
preacher being about 47 3-4.

Now look at the statistics of the bodies mentioned :

Ministerial Force. Members.
Regular Baptists............................... 7,788t 869,462
Presbyterians, (O. and N. School,). 4,166t 370,164
Congregationalists, Orthodox  1,687 197,196
Presbyterian Associate.....................  185§ 21,588
Associate Reformed.. .....................  345|| 40,000
Presbyterian Reformed..................... 1231T 14,000
Dutch Reformed................................. 395** 36,297

Total ministerial force  14,689 1,548,707
These eight bodies, with a ministerial force of 14,689, 

have a membership of 1,548,707; while our Church, 
with a ministerial force of 14,700, has only 800,400 
members. The ratio in the former being about 105 1-2 
members to each preacher, in the latter only about 
47 3-4.

Let us look at these bodies separately :

Ratio of
Members to

each
Ministerial Force. Members. Preacher.

1. Baptist Regular---- 7,789 869,462 I l l  about
2. Presbyterian, O. S.. 2,498 231,404 92¿ “
3. Presbyterian, N. S.. 1,668 138,760 83 «
4. Congregation’st, Or. 1,687 197,196 116 “
5. Presbyterian Assoc. 185 21,588 116 “
6. Associate Reformed 345 40,000 116 “
7. Presbyterian Refd . 123 14,000 113 “
8. Dutch Reformed . . 395 36,297 91 “

Taking the Baptist ratio, we should have 1,631,700 
members; the Presbyterian, Old School, 1,359,750; 
the Presbyterian, New School, 1,220,100; the Congre
gationalism the Presbyterian Associate, and the Asso
ciate Reformed, 1,705,200; the Presbyterian Reformed,

* Ministers, 5,600; local preachers, 6,600; exhort- 
ers, 2,500. Total, 14,700.

t  Ministers, 6,955 ; licentiates, 833. Total, 7,788.
t Old School, ministers, 2,261 ; licentiates, 237 

New School, ministers, 1,594; licentiates, 94. Total, 
4,166.

§ Ministers, 164; licentiates, 21. Total, 185.
I! Ministers, 315 ; licentiates, 30. Total, 345.
V Ministers, 108; licentiates, 15. Total, 123.
**  Ministers, 380: licentiates, 15. Total, 395
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1.661,100; the Dutch Reformed, 1,337,700, instead of 
800,400, which is the number of our membership.

From this striking disparity some would argue that 
a stated ministry is more favorable to the increase of 
membership than tho itinerancy. This we cannot ad
mit, for we are satisfied that the itinerant system, 
■properly worked, is the best adapted to secure accessions 
into the Church. As for the retention of members, our 
system of class-meetings is a far more powerful instru
mentality than anything that exists in other denomina
tions • and were all our class-leaders devoted and effi
cient men, were they earnest for the spiritual welfare 
of the flocks over which they are appointed as pastors, 
diligent in the discharge of their glorious and responsi
ble calling, very few, comparatively, of their members 
would backslide. More depends, in this respcct, on the 
class-leader than on the preacher in charge.

The changing of our ministers from one place to 
another, according to a prescribed and regular mode, 
has none of those disadvantages connected therewith, 
which will be found generally to follow the spasmodic 
changes in other Churches. In our Church the disad
vantages fall principally to the lot of our preachers ; in 
other Churches, to the societies and congregations. In 
ours a minister is regularly supplied, while in others the 
societies are obliged to find their own pastors. The 
consequence is, that many Churches are left for a long 
period without pastors; and, as a natural result, they 
become greatly weakened, and, in not a few instances, 
entirely destroyed/ This fevil is continually lament
ed; but under the system, of a stated ministry it is un
avoidable, because of the great lack of ministerial aid. 
So alarming has the evil become, that some denomina
tions have attempted to apply a remedy, by adopting, 
in a modified form, our itinerant plan. But as the two 
systems—the itinerancy and a stated ministry—have so 
many points of contact, they can hardly be made to 
work harmoniously together.

Others would charge our circuit system with being 
the cause of this disparity. These would abolish cir
cuits altogether, and have nothing but stations.f Now 
it is an historical fact, that when stations were not known, 
or scarcely known among us, our success in gathering 
in members was much greater than since they have be
come so general. The reasons for this we shall here
after give.

But let us see whether facts warrant such a charge 
on the circuit system.

The Cumberland Presbyterians have adopted our 
circuit system, and yet we find the ratio of members to 
each preacher in that denomination much higher than 
in ours.

Ministerial force, Cumberland Presbyterians, 1,400; t  
members, 100,000; number of members to each 
preacher, about 71 1-2.

But to come nearer home. Let us make a compari
son between our Church and the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, South:

Ministerial force, Methodist Episcopal Church, North, 
14,700; members, 800,400; number of members to 
each preacher, about 47 3-4. Ministerial force, Meth
odist Episcopal Church, South, 8,249: members, 
650,000; number of members to each, preacher, about 
seventy.

There are but a few stations in the Southern M. E. 
Church, and je t  the ratio of members to each preacher 
is much higher in that Church than in ours. These 
facts, of themselves, explode the idea that circuits are 
less favorable to an increase of membership than sta
tions. We shall have occasion to refer to this subject 
in unother article.

The difference between our numerical strength and 
that of the denominations referred to, based on the pro
portion of members to each preacher, may, it is true, in 
some measure be accounted for by the fact that our 
Church is more exact in keeping a clean record of 
members than they are. But after making all due al
lowance for this want of exactness in other Churches, 
there will be still a balance against us. For instance, 
if we reduce the membership of the Regular Baptists 
one third, the ratio will stand thus:

*  Dollars and cents, in many Churches, are the 
“ sum and substance ” of a call to change locations. 
This is the great curse of the Christian Church at the 
present day; and it may properly be called the twin 
sister of simony. Essentially, we see no great difference 
between buying a sacred office and selling one's service to 
the highest bidder. The speculating spirit of the age 
seems to have got a strong hold on the ministry and 
congregations of certain Churches ; and very few, alas! 
of the former have the fortitude to resist the “ golden 
temptation.” This great evil is working certain ruin to 
those Churches, and their salvation demands its com
plete abatement.

+ Bishop Simpson stated at the Black River Confer
ence, a few years ago, that it was the inevitable ten
dency of our Church to adopt stations. We extremely 
regret the fact. We have, however, faith to believe that 
our people will awaken to the folly of this scheme, and 
will see, before it be too late, the evils that it would en
tail on our Church, by destroying its aggressive vitality.

I Ministers, 1,000; licentiates, 400. Total, 1,400.

Ministerial force, Regular Baptists, 7,789 ; members, 
574,972; number of members to each preacher, about 
70 1-3. So that the want of exactness in keeping the 
Church records will not account for the relative dis
parity.

Again, it may be said that other Churches are more 
easy of access than ours, their discipline being less ex
acting. There would be some weight in this, were it 
true that other Churches are more successful in gain
ing converts than ours. But as the reverse is the case, 
the assertion amounts to nothing.

A r e .  w e  a s  a g g r e s s i v e  a s  f o r m e r l y  1—And  
i f  not,' why not ?

No Methodist would be willing to admit that his 
Church is less aggressive and active than those to 
which we have alluded. He knows, and every one 
knows, that the opposite is the fact. Therefore, there 
must be some defect in the working of our system, 
which prevents the inherent aggressive force of our 
Church from operating effectually; a laxness in the 
officials of our Church in keeping members, especially 
probationers, from backsliding.

It is true, however, were a comparison instituted be
tween our Church and others, as to the ratio of mem
bers to each regular minister, it would be found much 
more favorable to the former than the latter, as the fol
lowing table demonstrates :

Number of 
Members to 

Regular each Regular
Ministers. Members. Minister.

Baptists Regular  6,955 869,462 125 about
Presbyterian, O. S   2,261 231,404 102 “
Presbyterian, N. S  1,574 138,760 88 “
Congregationalist  1,687 197,196 116 “
Presbyterian Assoc  164 21,588 125£ “
Associate Reformed... 315 40,000 127 “
Presbyterian Reformed. 108 14,000 129 “
Dutch Reformed  380 36,297 95 “
Meth. Epis., North  5,600 800,400 143 “
Meth. Epis., South  2,129 650,000 305 “

But this would be a very unfair mode of calculation, 
as we should have to throw aside hundreds of local 
preachers, who are employed under the presiding elders, 
as well as our whole body of local agents. The differ
ence in the ratio in the above table must be attributed, 
in a great measure, to the influence and exertions of 
the local ministry. But why, we ask, the great dispar
ity between the Northern and Southern M. E. Churches 1 
To what can it be attributed but the prevalence of the 
circuit system in the latter, which gives to its lay in
strumentalities greater scope of action 1

In former years the ratio of members to our regular 
ministerial force was much greater than at ¿he present 
day. And why ? The answer is obvious: at that 
period our local agents were actively employed, but 
now, by the prevalence of stations, our auxiliary force 
has become comparatively useless.

Let us demonstrate our assertion by figures :
JTum'ber of

Tears. - Ministers. Members. Ratio.
1780................... 42 8,504 202 about
1790...................  227 57,631 249 “
1800...........   287 64,891 226 “
1810.................... 636 174,560 274 “
1820.................... 896 259,890 280 “
1830....................  1,900 476,153 246 “
1840....................  3,687 801,784 217 “

Average ratio, 242.
The Methodist Episcopal Churches were one up to 

this decade. But in the year 1844 the Southern Meth
odists seceded on the slavery question.

In the j'ear 1856 our branch of the’Methodist Epis
copal family (M. E. Church, North) .ulone had 5,600 
regular ministers, with a membership not equal to 
what the Church had in 1840, with only 3,687 regular 
ministers ! Why should there be such a falling off in 
the ratio of members to the ministerial force ? If the 
ratio of 1840 had been kept up, our Church would have 
had at least 1,215,200 members, instead of 800,400. 
The M. E. Church, North, has fallen off from 217 to 
143, while the M. E. Church, South, has increased from 
217 to 305 !*

These are facts which every lover of our Zion should 
seriously consider, and seek to apply that remedy 
which the case demands.

Let no one suppose that we consider that our Church 
is going backward. We are far from entertaining such

*  Why should not our Church have the same ratio 
as the Methodist Episcopal Church, South 9 Is there 
any reason why such is not the case, other than the 
fact that we have done away, in a great measure, with 
the circuit system 1 Instead of deploying our regular 
force, and forcing into action our irregulars, we have 
circumscribed the action of the former, and hence ren
dered unnecessary the employment of the latter. Had 
onr Church kept as close to our original system as the 
Southern Methodist Episcopal Church has, it is mor
ally certain there would, at the present day, have been 
about 1,708,000 mtímbers within its fold.

an opinion, for she is blessed by her Great Head with a 
steady increase of members. The point to which we 
wish to call attention is this: that the membership has 
not increased in tho same ratio as the ministry, and that 
this is the result of the departure of our Church from 
its original system.

W e-shall hereafter show more fully what are the 
causes of the disparities which we have demonstrated 
to exist. D .J . H.

Watertown, N . Y.

T he  N e w  S c h o o l  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h .— The  
figures which follow will teach profitable lessons to 
others besides the Church immediately concerned. The 
following is the summary of the statistics :

26
114

1,595
105
248

1,679
5,558
4,960

139,115

Synods..........................................................
Presbyteries..................................................
Ministers.........................................................
Licentiates....................................................
Candidates....................................................
Churches........................................................
Members added on examination...............

“ “ certificate ...........
Total of Church members.................

Contributions.
To General Assembly’s funds......................... $5,726 85
To Domestic Missions...................................... 96,308 13
To Foreign M issions.......................................  65,767 51
Education..............., ............................................. 68,747 49
Publication.........................................................  68,148 23

The following table will show where the increase 
and dccrqjtse of Church members has been :

Synods which show a Decrease.
1856. 1857. Doc.

Albany, New-Tork................. 8,495 8,137 358
Utica, “   7.496 7,266 230
Geneva, “   9,894 9,631 263
Onondaga “   8,374 8,236 138
Susquehanna, “   4,253 4,136 117
Genesee, “   13,050 12,409 641
Western Reserve..................... 6,487 6,108 379
O hio .......................................... 4,650 4,456 194
Virginia .................................  4,180 4,173 7
Kentucky..................  1,046 1,028 18
West Tennessee....................... 2,261 2.209 52
Mississippi...............................  1,176 1,151 25

Synods which show an Increase.
1856. 1857. Inc.

New-York and New-Jersey, in
cluding California............... 23,418 23,748 322

Pennsylvania...........................  9,665 10,748 1,083
West Pennsylvania................. 2,681 2,689 8
Cincinnati.................................  2,619 2,792 173
Indiana.....................................  3,070 3,209 139
Illinois.......................................  3,917 4,033 116
Peoria, including Wisconsin . 3,812 4,370 558
Iow a.........................................  1,175 1,535 360
M issouri...................................  2.249 2,290 41
Tennessee.................................  5,110 5,286 176

From this table it appears that there is a decrease of 
Church members in ail the parts of the Church where 
there are Plan-of-Union Churches, and an increase 
everywhere else, except in one or two Southern Syn
ods, where the change is very slight. It will be under
stood that there are accessions to the Presbyterian 
Churches in the synods where there is a decrease on 
the whole. Thus in the two Churches in Rocheáter 
alone there was an addition of two hundred and five. 
In other words, the Presbyterian part of the Church is 
increasing everywhere, but this increase is neutralized 
by the continual withdrawal of Churches to Congrega
tionalism.
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