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T H E  “ U I G6  I H G - L OF T . ”
T h e  O l d  S a i l - L o f t ,  as it has been familiarly called, 
in which the doctrines o f Wesleyan Methodism were 
first preached in America, is again brought to the notice 
o f the friends o f  missions, from the fact that it has just 
been demolished, after having been permitted to stand 
in the midst o f the great changes which have been 
transpiring in this city for nearly a century past. W e 
gladly avail ourselves o f remarks from the pen o f an 
“  Old John-street ” member, in connexion with the de
molition o f the “  Old Loft,” which jve find in the 
Southern Christian Advocate:—

Revs. Embury and W ebb first preached the doctrines 
o f Wesleyan Methodism, before “ Old John-street'” was 
dedicated to its most holy purposes, on the 30th day o f 
October, 1768. Beautiful and striking the coincidence, 
the very month and day on which I  date my letter! 
This was exactly eighty-five years ago, and what remark
able changes have taken place in  the history o f Method- 

. ism since! Prom the little pious band in New-York, 
our members have swelled to more than a million and a 
quarter o f members in the United States alone. I  write 
as a Wesleyan Methodist, knowing no North nor South, 

^in my contemplations or affections, but refer to one un
divided body o f brethren in the faith, love, and hope o f 
our common Saviour, and Head o f the triumphant 
Church.

When/the Rigging-Loft was occupied as a Methodist 
church, the population o f New-York amounted to only 
some twenty thousand; now it contains three quarters 
o f  a million. Then there were but few churches 5 now 
ahout two hundred. In the year 1678, exactly a century 
before the building o f John-street, Governor Nicholls 
made an official report on the condition o f the planta
tion, “  in the territories o f H. R. H. the Duke o f 
York, in America.”  I  have this document now on my 
table, and extract verbatim :— “ There are religions of 
aH sorts, one Church o f England, several Presbyterians 
and Independents, Quakers and Anabaptists o f several 
sects, some Jews; but Presbyterians and Independents 
most numerous and substantial. Noe Beggar«, but all 
poore cared ffor. I f  good ministers could be had to go 
ther the might doe well, and gaine much opon those 
people.”  Twenty years afterward, Governor Dargan 
reports to his royal master:— “ New-Yorkhas, first, a 
Chaplain belonging to the Port o f the Church o f Eng
land; secondly, a Dutch Calvinist; thirdly, 3 french 
«Calvinist;  fourthly, a Dutch Lutheran-r-here bo not
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many o f  the Church o f England; few Roman Catho- 
licks; abundance of Quaker preachers, men (a) Women 
especially; Singing Quakers, Ranting Quakers; Sab- 
botarians; Anti-sabbotarians ; some Anabaptists; some 
Independents; some Jews; in short, o f all sorts of 
opinions there are some, and the most part o f none at 
all.” Such are the statements o f the Church o f Eng
land at that early period, on the religious condition of 
New-York. Still earlier, in 1657, Domine John Mega- 
polensis and Samuel Drisius, o f the Dutch Reformed 
Church at New Amsterdam, wrote an account o f the 
“ State of the Churches in New-Netlierland.” The Rev. 
D . Dewitt, o f our city, has the original, and it contains 
some queer things. In all the settlements there was not 
then a schoolmaster, “  except the Manhattans, Bever- 
wyck, (Albany,) and now one at Fort Casimic on the 
South River.”  Speaking o f Elushing, they state: 
“  Last year a formenter of error came there. He was a 
cobbler from Rhode Island, in New-England, and stated 
that he was commissioned by Christ. He began to 
preach at Mushing, and then went with the people into 
the river and dipped them. Thus becoming known 
here, the Fiscal proceeded thither and brought him 
along. He was banished from the province.”

There were some Lutherans in New-Amsterdam, and 
the “  parson ” sent from Holland to them is thus no
ticed :— “  He is a man o f a godless and scandalous life, 
rolling, rollicking, unseemly carl, who is more inclined 
to look into the wine-can than to pore over the Bible, 
and would rather drink a kan o f  brandy for two hours 
than to preach one, and when the Bap is in the wood 
then his hands itch, and he becomes excessively inclined 
to fight whomsoever he meets. In the spring this par
son was tippling with a smith, and being fall o f brandy 
they came to fisticuffs, and beat each other’s heads black 
and blue; yea, the smith tore all the clothes from the 
dominie’s back, so that the good dominie had to with
draw privately and suddenly, and become somewhat 
recovered before any o f  his flock had sought explana
tion the one from the other.”

Such were some o f the religious scenes in the “  Olden 
Time,”  a century before the Wesleyan Rigging-Loft, 
which has now also passed away; but what a glorious 
change since! G. P. D.

M b .  W e s l e y ’s  F i r s t  M i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  A m e r 

i c a . — It seems proper just here, after reminding our 
people o f the beginning o f  their day in the " Loft,”  to 
call to mind also the fact, that we were aided from 
abroad with men and m oney; for our beginning was 
literally

“ Small and feeble.”

But though small and feeble, the germ o f that vitality 
that has since been evinced, is to be found in the lan
guage employed in addressing Mr. Wesley for a min
ister :— “  With respect to money for the payment of the 
preachers’ passage over, if they could not procure it wc 
would sell our coats and shirts to procure it for them.” 
In  reply to the letter, o f which the above is an extract, 
Mr. Wesley says:— “ The Society at New-York had 
lately built a commodious preaching-house, and desirec 
our help, being in great want o f  money, but much more 
o f preachers. Two o f  our preachers, Richard Board- 

man and Joseph Pillmore, willingly offered themseives 
for the service, by whom we determined to send over 
fifty  pounds as a token o f our brotherly love.”  Now, 
after the lapse of time during which that “  Old L o ft" 
has stood, the “ handful o f c o m ” brought Tjy our 
fathers shakes “ like Lebanon;” and the children who 
have been begotten in this land have recently, ia  the 
same city o f New-York, convened the largest assembly 
o f Methodists ever seen in any land, for a G r a n d  

M i s s i o n a r y  D e m o n s t r a t i o n  ; and the Managers of 
the Missionary Society— some o f whom worship
ped in that “  commodious preaching-house ” in John- 
street to which Mr. Wesley referred— have within a few 
days appropriated for missionary purposes, for the cur
rent year, more than a Q u a r t e r  o f  a  M i l l i o n  o f  

D o l l a r s .  “  What hath God wrought! "

$ 2 6 0 , 0 0 0 .  N e w - Y o r k ,  November 5, 1853.

As drawn for at different times 
during the year eighteen hundred and fifty-four, 
fay Two H u n d r e d  a n d  S i x t y  T h o u s a n d  

D o l l a r s , and charge to account of your
M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y .

To the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Let not the members and friends o f the Methodist 
Episcopal Church be startled at the large draft made on 
them for the service o f her missions during the year 
1854. God hath prospered us much, and given us a 
great heritage and a great work to accomplish, and we 
must not fail. But the Church has a right to know 
how the draft came to be authorized, and how the 
amount was ascertained. W e will explain.

The General Conference, at its last session, appointed 
a General Missionary Committee o f seven, being one 
from each episcopal district. They were Rev. Dr. 
Bangs, o f N ew -York; Rev. George Gary, o f Western 
N ew-York; Rev. W . H. Collins, o f Michigan; Rev. C. 
Houts, o f Missouri; Rev. J. F. Wright, o f O hio; Rev.
H. W . Reed, o f Iow a ; and Rev. George Weber, o f 
M aine; together with Rev. Thomas Carlton, Treasurer, 
and Rev. J. P. Durbin, Corresponding Secretary. It is 
the duty o f this committee, in conjunction with the 
Board o f Managers, and with the concurrence o f the 
Bishops, to determine the aggregate amount which may 
be drawn for the service of our missions during the 
next year, and to divide it between our foreign and do
mestic missions; then to distribute the amount appro
priated to foreign missions, to- the said missions 
severally. The amount appropriated to domestic 
missions is distributed by the General Conference 
Committee, in conjunction with th$ Treasurer and
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Corresponding Secretary, to the several annual confer
ences, for the domestic missions under their care re
spectively. in  this distribution to the annual conferences 
the Board takes no action. s

In order to arrive at . just conclusions the Board o f 
Managers appointed a committee o f their own body, 
consisting of seven ; namely, Rev. H. Bangs, Messrs. F. 
Ilall, William Truslow, P. E. Coon, Dr. Phelps, E. 'L . 
Fancher, and F. G'odine.

W e will now explain how the results were reached. 
The joint committee of the General Conference and 
Board of Managers, together with Bishops Waugh, 
Janes, and Simpson, met in the Mission Rooms Thurs
day morning, November 3, at nine o ’clock, and laboured 
diligently, having three sessions a day until their work 
was done. Estimates were received from the different 
foreign missions, and communications from the absent 
bishops, and from presiding elders and others; so that 
the fullest information was in the possession of the 
committee. They then proceeded to inquire, not what 
the Churches and congregations could he induced to 
contribute, but what cach mission required for its 
service during the year 1854. The foreign missions 
were first considered severally, and the amount required 
for each was put dow n; then the German missions 
under the care o f the several conferences were consid- 
red, and the amount required for this service was put 
dow n, then the missions to Europeans in the United 
States, other than German— namely, French, Swedes, 
Danes, Norwegians, and Welsh— were considered, and 
the amounts entered; then the Indian missions in like 
manner, then the domestic missions proper, under the 
t are o f the several annual conferences 5 that is, those 
missions in which the service is in the English lan
guage, were carefully considered, and the amounts 
necessary for their support put down. Finally, the 
duty o f the Church to extend her foreign missionary 
work was carefully considered, and the necessary, 
amount set down. ^

In this way the questions were answered, namely: 
What does each department o f our missionary work 
require for its proper encouragement.and support dur
ing the year 18541 and what is the whole amount? 
When the several appropriations were added up, and 
the aggregate amount declared, the committee felt a 
little startled, and the question was timidly asked, Can 
we venture to report this large amount to the Board of 
Managers and to the bishops for concurrence ? It re
quired but a few minutes for the joint committee to 
come to the conclusion, in humble reliance on the 
blessings of God, that as the missions severally needed 
the amounts appropriated, it was their duty to report 
the same to the Board for concurrence.

Friday evening, at half-past seven o ’clock; the Com
mittee and Board met in joint meeting, together with 
the bishops, and the appropriations recommended by 
the joint committee were as follow :—

Liberia, Africa..................................   $32,957
C hin a ...................................................................1 2 ,0 0 0
Germany........................................ -•....................1 0 ,0 0 0
France, in aid o f the Methodist missions. . .  5,000
Norway and vicinity........................................ 2 ,0 0 0
Buenos Ayres, S. A .................    1,000
Montevideo, for renewing the mission......... 2 ,0 0 0
For commencing a mission in In d ia ........... 7,500
For commencing a mission in the East-----  5,000

$77,457
For English domestic missions, un

der the care o f the several annual
conferences............................$107,050

Indian missions.........................  13,440
German missions in the U. States. 46,850
Foreign populations other than

German in the United States__  12,850
Contingent for mission to Chinese

in California.........................  2,000
Contingent expenses................  353

 182,543

tions to the Board, there was evidently a slight distrust 
prevailing, for a few minutes; but a free conversation 
soon removed all hesitancy, and the predominant feel
ing in the Board was, that, as in its judgment our mis
sionary work required these appropriations, it was its 
duty to concur with the committee. After the concur
rence o f the Board, Bishop Waugh mad% a brief but 
appropriate address, and announced the concurrence of 
the bishops in the aggregate appropriation o f two hun
dred and sixty thousand dollars for the service o f our 
foreign and domestic missions for the year 1854, and in 
the distribution of it as set forth above.

This is the result o f the most careful and prayerful 
deliberations of the General Missionary Committee, 
Board, and Bishops before the Church. It is for her, 
through her pastors and missionary committees and so
cieties, to make such response as will show that we 
have not misjudged her ability or her willingness to 
take her proper place in the phalanx o f the Protestant 
Churches in the great and holy missionary cause. It 
will require an aggregate increase of twenty-five per 
cent, over last year’s contributions to meet the appro
priations for next year. I f they are met, as we doubt 
not that they will be, the missionary Cause among us 
will still advance. Our sister Churches expect this of 
u s ; God requires it o f u s ; and, with his blessing, we 
will do it.

T otal.................................................... $260,000

Upon the announcement of these heavy appropria

AF11ICA.
O uk late advices from Liberia, Africa, are more satis
factory than heretofore. The Churches appear to be 
acquiring a stable and fruitfiil condition. The interests 
o f education are advancing. Our two last assistants 
sent out for service in this department are rendering 
good service. A  letter from Rev. Francis Bums, dated 
September 7th, says:—“  You will no doubt be pleased 
to learn that Charles Pitman, at Buchanan, is doing a 
fine business as a teacher, and is very highly esteemed 
among our friends of that settlement. Miss Sarah 
Reynolds is a valuable assistant to sister Wilkins at 
Millsburgh. Her labours have been but slightly inter
rupted by the fever.”

The good stewardship o f Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, o f 
New-York, in educating Sarah Reynolds, and in their 
helping her to go to Liberia as the field o f her own elec
tion, is referred to by Rev. Francis Bums, Presiding 
Elder o f the Monrovia District, in a letter addressed to 
Bishop Waugh, the senior Superintendent o f our 
Church:—“ Sister Sarah Reynolds proves a valuable and 
efficient helper to sister Wilkins. I  feel thankful to all 
concerned, in preparing, fitting out, and sending this 
young lady to us. I  hope the example o f Mr. and Mrs. 
Reynolds will be extensively followed. In what way 
can a few dollars be better disposed of—if results are 
thought of at all in the outlay—than in the education 
and proper outfit o f promising persons for effective 
cooperation in the work o f the world’s conversion. I f  
this is not the way o f investing capital to the best pos
sible advantage, I  know not by what rule to arrive at a 
knowledge o f that in which true profit lies.”

Prayer-meeting after preaching.—Brother Burns writes, 
that after a sermon at night there was a prfeyer-meeting, 
when eight or ten persons came to the altar to be 
prayed for— earnestly groaning for redemption. The 
brethren and sisters o f course gathered round them, and 
set-to after the old Methodist fashion, by singing and 
prayer.

School at Millsburgh.— Sister Wilkins reports the ave
rage number o f pupils to be thirty, fourteen o f whom 
are boarding scholars with her. on the premises, thir
teen from the families in the neighbourhood, and three 
native youths who live near and attend the school.

The first class is composed o f native and colonist 
girls, and compose a Bible class. They read to us a 
part o f the second chapter o f the First Book of Chron
icles, having previously recited the Ten Command
ments from memory. W e heard their recitations in 
Grammar, Kirkham’s Elocution, Spelling, and Mitchell’s 
Geography.

The reading in all the above-named instances was 
good, the enunciation o f syllables and words distinct 
and clear. '

William’{P . Kennedy’s school was next visited. The 
average number o f pupils in this school is but thirteen. 
The reason o f this small number is, that they are prin
cipally the children o f emigrants lately gome into the 
country, and though soma twenty-five or thirty have 
given their names as attendants at this school, they are 
so interrupted by chills as to make only the small 
average noted above.

Quarterly Meeting at Upper Caldwell.— It was found 
that the Sabbath schools were prosperous ; the children 
had been catechised, according to the intention o f the 
late General Conference, to some extent; the Disci
pline had been read, as it directs ; and the Missionary 
Committee had reported favourably, having made en
couraging progress for the time they have been called 
to act.

Love-Feast.— This was thought to have been one 
of the best, i f  not the best, ever known in Liberia, the 
oldest members being judges. There were several 
circumstances o f interest: four adults and an infant 
•were baptized at the close o f the afternoon services ; at 
night, several presented themselves at the altar for 
prayer, one o f •whom was a native woman connected 
with the family o f one of the colonists ; and we were glad 
to learn, on the morning o f the next day, that she had 
found peace in believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Lower Caldwell.— The school under the care o f  brother 
Calvin Douglass has an average attendance of sixteen 
pupils. The school under the care o f brother Adolphus
H. Strass numbers thirty-three on an average, and is 
successfully managed.

New Georgia.-—An excellent spirit prevailed at the 
quarterly meeting held in this place.

Marshall, mouth o f the Junk River.— W e have a society 
here, under the care o f brother H. H. Whitfield, con
sisting of twenty-three members. W e have also a 
Sunday school o f some nineteen pupils. The society 
is in a healthy condition.

Quarterly meeting.—It was one o f great blessedness ; 
every one gave in their testimony for thè Lord- I  was 
particiflarly struck with the earnestness, power, and 
good sense with which one woman referred to what the 
Lord had done within her recollection. She is a native, 
who, I  believe, in Mr. Ashmun’s time, was taken by the 
settlers from the Spaniards. The reference to her 
heathen state and the condition o f the country at that 
time ; the changes God had wrought in her own mind 
and heart during that period ; the moral and religious 
facilities presenting themselves for the improvement o f 
her people ; together with the spirit o f  devout thankful
ness and holy praise in which the allusions were made, 
touched every heart, and ran through the society present 
like fire.

W e felt as i f  that one soul completely remunerated 
the Church for all the suffering and death, all the means 
and toil consecrated to this service of evangelization on 
the Western Coast o f Africa. But this is only one of 
many. This woman is the wife o f one of the most im
portant and useful men in this society.

B i s h o p  S c o t t ’ s  visit to the Liberia Annual Mis
sionary Conference is referred to by one of the leading 
ministers in that conference in the following lan
guage :—

The bishop has won all our hearts, and left behind 
him a fine impression. Long, long shall we remember 
his exemplary and holy intercourse with us. The 
soundness o f his judgment and the ripeness o f his ex
perience; his salutary counsel, and the manner and 
spirit of his pulpit performances, will not, cannot be 
without wholesome effect. May the Lord long spare 
him to go in and out among the thousands o f your 
American Israel I

Expansion and Existence.— The writer o f the fore
going says :—

There is, without question, a good and strong Method- 
istic basework for a Church o f good, pure, substantial 
material in Africa. Other denominations love us suffi
ciently. In some respects, some o f them have advan
tages on their side ; but if firm and faithful to ourselves, 
no doubt rests on my mind that the great Helper o f 
Israel will, in good time, not only deliver us from all 
objectionable, sectarian rivalry, but will put us in a po
sition to preach the gospel in the regions beyond us.

I take it that no Methodist Church can long subsist 
in any place withont expansion. Expansion and exist
ence, in relation to that form o f  Christian manifestation 
denominated Methodism, seem to be almost synony
mous terms.

“ All kings shall fa ll dawn before Him.”—Rev. Thomas 
B. Freeman, Wesleyan missionary on the Western 
Coast o f Africa, writes that the King o f Dahomey, re
siding in the interior, arrested a man formerly in the 
service o f the mission :—

The king then said that he knew that he had been 
my servant, (this man was with me on my first visit to
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Abojni,) and that he had sent for him expressly to con
vey a message to me, and he wished him to come to 
me as quickly as possible, and say, that having known 
me now for many years, he looks upon me as one of 
his own family, to whom he can open his heart: and 
that he has had much trouble lately, from the circum
stances that no Englishmen are now residing at W hy- 
dah, and also because he has no old European friend 
near him who will speak truth to him, and advise him 
in his affairs connected with England; that he is very 
desirous that no palavers should ever take place be
tween him and the English, and that I must, if possible, 
come to him immediately; but, if I  cannot do so, I 
must send him a lad to stop with him, that he may be 
able to write to me freely, and let me know all that is 
in his mind. He treated this person with great kind
ness and hospitality, and told him to hasten to me with 
all speed, and deliver his message.

The Protestant Episcopal Church have been enlarging 
the sphere o f their operations in Africa; and to in
crease the strength and efficiency o f their labours, they 
have added to the number o f those now engaged, three 
ministers, several male and female helpers, and they 
also expect to send a missionary physician. Bishop 
Payne’s wife and Miss Milliford have left for the States, 
for the recovery o f their health.

The Baptists have missionaries at work in Liberia; 
and we would fain hope that Rev. J. H. Cheeseman 
will succeed in gaining attention and help, in relation 
both to the school and the yonng men o f whom he 
writes:—

A  high school in this country is desirable, and I hope 
will be established as soon as practicable. The two 
young men I have taken as students at my own ex
pense, will, I presume, be a valuable acquisition to the 
mission, if they can complete their education. It is 
doubtful how long I  shall be able to keep them, as I  am 
already embarrassed in circumstances. I need help, 
and believe that I  shall obtain it from some source, if 
it is not in the power o f the Board to give it.

CHINA .
S i g n s  o f  a. N e w  C r e a t i o n  appear in the life o f 
some persons who have been under the care o f  our 
missionaries in China; but our brethren write with 
extreme caution, having, in many instances, had prom
ising appearances blasted. They earnestly implore 
an interest in the prayers o f the Church for them
selves, and for those persons who are making new 
and more serious inquiries about the teachings o f the 
New Testament.

M o r e  l a b o u r e r s  are called for by our own mis
sionaries and the missionaries o f every other Church in 
China, in view o f  the promising opening on every hand 
produced by the revolution. Dr. Taylor (o f the M . E .  

Church, South) had made a second visit to the revo
lutionists, and secured an interview with one o f the 
principal personages in the affair. The doctor in
formed him fully o f himself, whence he came, and the 
object o f his visit— at the same time opening his carpet- 
bag, presented him with the books, which gave evident 
satisfaction, and elicited the remark which was oft re
peated, that the doctrines were the same as their own : 
they, indeed, claiming a common brotherhood with 
foreigners. L o hospitably entertained our friend at his 
own quarters during his visit, and on' leaving, provided 
him with a horse and an escort o f  several hun
dred soldiers, with their officers, to accompany him 
beyond the city-walls and the stockades to the river 
bank.

T h e i r  w o r s h i p ,  at which he was present, he de
scribes as consisting o f chanting hymns and doxologies 
in a very solemn manner, while those engaged in it re
mained seated. After which all kneeled, apparently 
with much reverence, closing their eyes, while one of 
their number uttered an audible prayer. Their chant
ing was accompanied with the usual dissonant instru
ments employed by the Chinese at their festivals.

These acts o f worship were repeated twice or thrice 
a day, and included in them the grace before meat; 
and immediately afterward they proceeded to the 
tables without further ceremony. Dr. Taylor saw no

females, and on inquiry was informed they were all at 
Nanking. He saw tables placed with bowls of various 
kinds o f food, as offerings to the Supreme B eing ; 
among which were three bowls o f ten, one for each 
person o f the Trinity.

C o n v e r t s . — The missionary o f the London Mission- 
ary-Society at Amoy reported that five converts were 
received into the Church in April, and as many more 
were received into the American Mission at Ningpo, on 
the first Sunday in May.

A  B o o k  f o r  t h e  P e o p l e . — The Almanac is emi
nently such a book among the Chinese; heretofore it 
has been the vehicle o f error and religious superstition 
among them. The revolutionists have published one 
of a different character, and one which must promote a 
better state of views and feelings. Read the following 
translation of the Preface to the Almanac they have 
issued:—

Other Almanacs are prepared with deceptive regula
tions, all having beguiling devices o f  the devil, deceiving 
and embezzling the people o f the world. [Alluding to 
conjuring devices, and lucky days, and superstitious 
things.] We, your ministers, have entirely excluded 
such matter from this Almanac; becausc the months, 
years, and days are all appointed by our heavenly Fa
ther, who has fixed and made every year good and ex
cellent; every month is good and excellent; and every 
day and hour, also, are good and excellent. Whence, 
then, are these good and bad days ? and why should 
fortunate days and lucky days be sought after 1 Truly, 
whosoever shall, with a true heart, reverence the heav
enly Father, the high Lord God, will bis looked upon by 
him with complacency; and whatsoever time such 
please to attend to their business will be lucky and for
tunate to them.

This is the production (says the Wefleyan Maga
zine) o f five of the Chinese ministers of the pretender, 
who is likely to become the ruler o f three hundred mill
ions o f men, hitherto remarkable for their utter impas- 
sability to religious ideas, and their degrading sensuality. 
Every Sunday is “  specially pointed out,”  and is the 
only sacred day excepted from the general proscription. 
The general adoption o f such a calendar is as severe a 
blow to the superstition o f the Chinese, as a similar 
calendar would be, in a Roman Catholic country, to 
the worship o f the saints.

A  V i s i t  f r o m  a n  E l d e r  s o l i c i t e d . — Rev. W. 
R. Beach, one o f the Wesleyan Missionaries at Canton, 
writes to the secretaries at home, to have Rev. Mr. 
Young, an aged and experienced missionary, visit 
them. W e admire the wisdom o f those young mission
aries. Hear them:—

Personal intercourse on the actual field of labour, 
with one o f Mr. Young’s long experience in missionary 
life, could not fail to benefit three young men, like our
selves, placed in a sphere o f  difficult and extraordinary 
work. Moreover, information as to the peculiarities o f 
this portion o f your missionary territory would be con
veyed to you through Mr. Young, which could only be 
communicated by one who had become personally ac
quainted with i t ; for every one knows how difficult it is 
to transmit in writing to a committee such descriptions 
as shall make them acquainted with the state of things 
as they really are; (and this difficulty has been recog
nised by the committee already, in their appointment of 
Mr. Young to a personal mission to Australia.) Addi
tionally : Mr. Young would return from China a pow
erful pleader with the Methodist public on her behalf; 
and that such a pleader is needed, and will shortly be 
needed still more, the signs o f the times here render 
positively evident.

A  s i n g u l a r  E v e n t  i n d e e d . — Rev. Dr. Medhurst 
remarks, in writing to the British and Foreign Bible 
Society:—

One o f the most singular events connected with the 
movement in China, is the publication o f the Book of 
Genesis by the insurgent chief, emblazoned with the arms . 
o f  the new (would-be) emperor, and at his expense; thus 
indicating that, if they succeed, they will take upon them
selves the circulation o f the sacred Scriptures throughout 
China.

It is doubtless owing to this communication that 
action was taken by the British Bible Society, to furnish 
to China O n e  m i l l i o n  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  

N e w  T e s t a m e n t .

GERMANY .
R e v .  L. S. J a c o b y  1ms written us, but at too late a 
date to appear in this number o f our paper. W e may 
promise our readers something in our next quite as full 
o f interest as all his letters have been.

R e v .  C . I I .  D o k r i x g  writes from Hamburg, October 
2 0 th, 1853, to the Corresponding Secretary:—

D e a r  B r o t h e r , — Since my last o f September. 1 
have been permitted to meet with my brethren in -Bre
men to hold our annual meeting; and those few davs 
which we were permitted to spend together, proved’ a 
blessing unto ourselves, and, as we hope, also to others.

Persecution.— Several important matters were brought 
before us for our consultation ; among those, the ease 
o f our persecuted brethren in Saxony. You arc aware 
what a gracious work, through the instrumentality of 
brother Wunderlich, had been started there; but how 
soon it was stopped by the rude hand of force ! the 
civil powers there not having yet learned the inalienable 
right o f every man to worship God according to the 
dictates of his own conscience, but clinging fast to the 
unhallowed connexion of State and Church, thereby 
abrogating entirely religious liberty. Brother Wun
derlich was several times imprisoned ; and having tried 
in vain every lawful means which were in his power to 
have the prohibition removed which was laid in the 
way of his labours, he has returned again to the United 
States, where first, the love o f God was shed abroad in 
his heart by faith in Christ Jesus. Some of the perse
cuted brethren in Saxony had already gone before ; 
some others went with him.

Losses in Germany— Gains in America.— By these per
secutions we have lost many of our members. Re
ligious liberty being denied them, they have sought a 
new home, where they may worship God according to 
the dictates of their own consciences. They have safely 
arrived there; we have heard from them, and they 
seem to do well, and are rejoicing in the happy change 
they have made. In this way our brethren in America 
are enjoying the fruit o f our labours.

Design o f our Mission.— All this is right enough, but 
it does not accomplish the end of our mission to Ger
many— to aid in the spread of holiness and experimental 
religion. Our members, being brought by the grace o f 
God to the enjoyment of experimental religion, instead 
of becoming the salt o f the earth here,— a leaven.— a 
blessing unto their countrymen around them, and 
thereby spreading this gracious work o f God further 
and further,— are removing; their light ceases to burn 
here, although it begins to shine again in a distant 
part o f the world. Considering this, wc thought it best 
and necessary for the promotion o f the kingdom of 
God here, not to advise our brethren to leave their 
native country, but rather to stay; to submit to their 
persecutions; not to requite evil for evil, but to love 
their enemies, to bless them that curse them, to do 
good to them that hate them, and to pray for them who 
despitefully use them and persecute them ; to use every 
lawful means to obtain their religious liberty; but if all 
in vain, to obey God rather than man, and to suffer 
persecution for the sake o f Him “ who became obedient 
unto death,” and who has promised never to forsake nor 
leave us, but to remain with us until the end of the 
world!

A  good Example.— On this principle our Baptist 
brethren seem to go. They permit themselves to be 
persecuted, even to the spoliation of their goods, and by 
this they have here, and in other places, accomplished 
their end. The authorities seeing that all was in vain—  
that even imprisonment, fines, and confiscation o f their 
goods did not help to suppress them— have left them 
alone, and toleration is granted unto them. This has 
lately been the case in Prussia, where toleration is 
granted unto them, in which they have been aided by 
the intercession of our own government. W e shail 
now await the result o f our advice; and we intend,.in 
case they are subjected to new persecutions, to lay their 
case also before the society which has been formed for the 
protection of religious liberty, and which met lately in 
Hamburg, not far from Frankfort. A  reference to its 
proceedings was made by brother Cook, in one o f the 
late issues o f the Advocate. But as it is very easy to 
advise our brethren to suffer persecution, even to im
prisonments and confiscation o f their goods, but not 
quite so easy to endure it, we thought it our duty to 
help and to assist them as far as it was in our power, 
not doubting that our Church would help us, as soon as 
an appeal for assistance should be made in behalf o f  
those o f our persecuted members in Germany. A  com
mittee was appointed to prepare such an appeal, in case 
such a necessity should arise.

Bremerhaven.— Another important subject which was 
brought before us was Bremerhaven,— the establish
ment o f a separate mission there, and especially the 
necessity to build there, as soon as possible, an emi
grants’ and seamen’s chapel. The large emigration from 
this port to America, and the number o f vessels ar
riving here under our own flag, require such an appoint
ment and the erection o f such a chapel. But as an
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appeal referring to this subject has been prepared by 
another committee, to appear in the Advocate, it will 
not be necessary to dilate upon it

Hamburg.— In reference to my own work here in 
Hamburg, there has no material change taken place 
since my last. During the few months past we have 
especially endeavoured to labour among the emigrants 
who arrive here every fortnight. Our room has been 
frequently filled by them ; they were very attentive, and 
deep feeling seemed to prevail among them, produced 
by the word o f God preached unto them, and by some 
other remarks which I  saw necessary to make unto 
them, referring to their future prospects. A s our pros
pects among the inhabitants o f Hamburg are not much 
improving in general, it will be best to turn our atten
tion more to the emigrants ; thereby preparing the way 
for our brethren in America, and also to benefit them 
both temporally and spiritually. W e shall give up 
therefore our present locality, and try to obtain a situa
tion near the harbour, where most o f the lodging-houses 
o f the emigrants are situated ; our present place is too 
far for them. Also in St. Pauls a change o f our preach- 
ing-place will take place. W e shall soon conjointly 
pccupy, witii brother Middleton, of the Wesleyan Asso
ciation, his Bethel chapel, beginning with the first Sab
bath o f next month. I have yet great hopes for this 
suburb -of Hamburg, whatever sink o f iniquity it may 
be. A  large field o f labour is here before us, and it 
may be perhaps the best to turn our attention more 
toward it. This field is not so much occupied by 
others as is the case here in Hamburg. Our Sabbath 
school is yet very prosperous; about one hundred chil
dren are now in regular attendance. A  change will 
probably take place with our appointments next spring. 
Brother Nuelsen has been, by the presiding elder, ap
pointed to take my place; myself to take the charge of 
the work in and around Bremen; brother Itiemen- 
schneider to go to Bremerhaven, and brother Nippert to 
remain for the present in Frankfort. Agreeably to my 
own feelings I would have preferred to stay somewhat 
longer here, to see yet more fruit o f my labours: but 
perhaps a change may be better for me and for the 
work: the Lord will direct all things right. I f  we had 
more help, Switzerland should be occupied; a large 
and interesting field of labour, and, as far as I under
stood, no obstacles in our way to occupy it. I  see 
brother Cook, from Paris, has also already turned your 
attention toward it. W e talked it over, but none o f us 
can be spared yet to go there. May the Lord soon send 
more labourers to gather in the harvest. W e need 
more than ever your prayers. Respectfully, yours in 
Christ, C. H. D o e b in g .

W1IEHE ARE THE PROPHETS!
T h e  most remarkable sign o f the times in the Protes
tant Churches in America, is tho^eficiency o f efficient 
men in the ministry. This is the case in all the large 
Protestant communions, and is the occasion o f great 
regret, and o f  much inquiry and reflection. The defi
ciency is felt most, perhaps, in the foreign missionary 
work, which requires men o f health, o f  sterling prin
ciple, deep piety, and much self-sacrifice. The knowl
edge o f this deficiency has reached the foreign missions, 
and has surprised and alarmed them. Hear one of the 
missionaries in one o f our foreign stations, who has 
been asking for help for two or three years, and had re
peatedly been answered that we could not command the 
men. He says, in rep ly :—

I am sorry to hear that yon are so pressed, for men. 
Where are the prophets— and the sons o f the prophets— 
and the spirit o f the prophets ? The difficulty formerly 
was the want o f money, and not men. Now you say 
the money comes and the men do n ot What a re
proach to the tribe o f Levi! But surely men can be 
had. Advertise for the missing prophets of the Lord : 
they are certainly in the mountains, and have not 
bowed the knee to Baal.

A las! we have advertised publicly and privately. 
W e have written letters till we are tired, and received 
for answer: “ Do not feel specially called to this work 
—wife not quite -willing—health not so good— circum
stances not favourable,’' &cn &c. In the mean time, 
the bishops have not been able to strengthen the China 
mission, nor to increase or relieve the mission in South 
Am erica; nor have they found men for the new mis
sion in India, or in Turkey. W e may well ask, Where 
are the prophets 1 Where the spirit o f the prophets 1 

That we may evoke an answer if they be in the 
mountains, as our brother suggests, let ns specially ask 
their attention to the urgent calls from the pagans in 
India. A s a specimen o f  their hungering for the word

of life, we give below the petition lately presented to 
the British Wesleyan Conference at Bradford, by three 
thousand three hundred and forty  Hindoos and Mussul- 
men, o f the city o f Mysore. It was written in Cana- 
rese, and translated into English by Mr. Hardy, a 
Wesleyan missionary from Mysore. They ask in their 
petition for Christian schools, knowing very well that in 
these schools their children would receive Christianity 
and Christian civilization. The petition is in the 
words following, taken from the Wesleyan Methodist 
Magazine for September:—

“ TO A L L  TUE SOCIETIES OP W ISE  GENTLEMEN IN E N G L AN D .

“  In the- city o f Mysore, all the Hindoos, Mussulmen, and all 
other people, iu the greatest humility pray, To teach the fifty-three 
thousand people in this city the English correctly, there are no 
English gentlemen ; neither is there a proper English school A l
though we desire to establish one, we have not the ability; and to 
send our children to a foreign place is not the custom o f onr coun
try, and our poverty would not allow i t  For these reasons, al
though wc are exceedingly anxious to teach our children the 
English language, the means are not at our command. You, gen
tlemen, having in many places established chief colleges for the 
people’ s children, and having taught them wisdom, you have ac
quired fame and honour: therefore, upon us, and upon our chil
dren look favourably; and in this place, having established a 
college, cause our children to be taught by an English gentleman. 
This doing, fame and merit will not only be yours, but it will con
fer upon us a benefit never to be forgotten.”

Such earnest desire among the people of India for 
Christian instruction, has been produced by the com
paratively few Protestant missions yet established in 
British India. The fields are white to the harvest, and 
contain over one hundred and fifty millions o f people 
sitting in the region and shadow o f death, and calling 
to the Christian Churches for the light o f life.

“ StaklL we, whose souls are lighted 
With wisdom from on high,

Shall we to men benighted 
The lamp o f life deny V’

The Church is ready to bring her contributions; the 
General Missionary Committee and Board o f Managers 
have authorized the new missions in India and the 
East. Where are the prophets 1 W ho will go for us, 
that we as a Church may do our part in the great work 
o f conquering the world to Christ ?

M ISSIO N AR IES W A N T E D .

“  L o r d  o f the harvest, hear 
Thy needy servants’ cry.”

The Presbyterian Board and the Baptist brethren, as . we 
showed from their own accounts in our last issue, were 
sadly in need of more labourers. W e are in the same 
condition.

At a late meeting o f the Synod o f New-York, reso
lutions were adopted commending the claims o f  the 
Presbyterian Board o f Education, and calling upon 
Ministers and Churches to labonr and pray for the 
increase o f a godly ministry.

The Protestant Episcopal Church have held their trien
nial convention, and in the pastoral address issued by 
the bishops this passage occurs:— “  The great want of 
the Church seems to be a more adequate supply o f 
clergy and o f candidates for holy orders.”

The North-Western Christian Advocate has a corre
spondent in one o f the Eastern Conferences who holds 
the following language, a part o f which we have taken 
the liberty to italicise. We beg to call the attention o f 
our irinisters to so much o f i t :—

The scarcity o f ministers among us is a serious sub
ject, and should be prayerfully considered by the 
Church. The Lord has called men enough to preach, 
but where are they t  Many o f them are in our col
leges and academies; others are studying for different 
professions, and not a few are seeking a livelihood by 
manual labour. The Church does not seek out and en
courage our young men to enter the ministry. I f  they happen 
to find a young man o f  extraordinary abilities, they will en
courage him to go to college, or to some academic institution 
perhaps. in view o f entering the ministry at some future day ; 
but multitudes o f this class, after they have finished their 
education, are wholly lost to the Church. W e must bring 
the young men whom God has called to the ministry 
into the work as in former years, and then we shall

have labourers enough. W e have learned that a man 
called o f God to the work can preach, though he may 
not have been through college or a theological school, 
though the advantages o f these institutions are valuable, 
and should be sought when in the order o f Providence.

The Editor o f Zion's Herald and Wesleyan Journal 
says that Dr. Floy, o f the New-York East Conference, 
preached a plain and practical discourse at the late an
niversary o f  the Biblical Institate, Concord, New- 
Hampshire:—

His text was Matt, xxi, 28 : “ Son, go work to-day 
in my vineyard.”  His introduction consisted in a 
comparison between the Jewish and Christian dispen
sations, with respect to their extent. In the latter, the 
vineyard being wide as the world, demanded a corre
sponding number o f labourers for its cultivation; henco 
Christ requires all his disciples to be labourers. The 
doctor then answered the questions begotten in every 
converted heart:— Where shall I  labour 1 What work 
shall I  do ? When shall I  do it 7

H e  o f f e r s  a s  a  M i s s i o n a r y . — “ Because o f his 
piety and his correct walk the people like h i m a n d  
this is the recommendation that accompanies his appli
cation. Let us read it over again. What is it “  the 
people ’ ’ like in their minister ?— a “ correct walk and 
piety.” Well, it is probable that a place will be found 
for that young man in other hearts besides those who 
now like him as their minister; and it is likely that the 
sense which has brought him to the place he now holds 
in the judgment o f good men, will, by its further exer
cise, advance him at least to a respectable position in 
the field o f letters and pulpit ability. W e would say 
to him, be of good courage.

“ How are thy servants blest, 0  Lord,
Who go to foreign lands / ”

exclaimed a returned missionary, after an absence of 
more than thirty years. W e are reminded of this by 
the item which follows:—

On the 8 th o f June, 1819, four missionaries, Messrs. 
Spaulding, Woodward, Scudder, and Winslow, their 
wives and a coloured woman, left Boston for Madras. 
After the lapse o f thirty-four years, three o f these mis
sionaries, one o f their wives and the coloured woman, 
are still living and active.

Evangelical Lutheran Chwch.— In an appeal addressed 
to the pastors and congregations o f that Church, the 
following passages occur:—

During the last meeting o f the General Synod the 
impression was discovered to prevail among the mem
bers o f that body that our Church was, at this time, 
sadly suffering on account o f an insufficient supply o f 
ministers o f the word.

A gain :—
Those with whom we have conferred have_ unani

mously deplored the general decline in the active piety and 
spirituality o f  the Church.

Rev. Dr. EUiott, the veteran editor o f the Western 
Christian Advocate, in the paper o f November 9th, in 
an article headed, “  We need Revivals," which is remark
able no less for its foi'ce than for its fitness, has in it this 
opportune passage —

The congregations must all have great preachers, 
and preachers are well pleased with good appoint
ments; but the heathen are neglected in their imme
diate neighbourhood. In one of our city or town 
stations, an inexperienced young preacher, called by 
God and the Church to preach, durst scarcely preach a 
trial-sermon without making a commotion among the 
wise hearers. The young men, who believe they are 
called to preach, go to college to learn languages and 
sciences,- because they are driven from their former 
school o f the prophets, and they become literary men 
and teachers, and leave, as may be expected, preaehing 
to those who have the opportunity of attending to it. 
And then married men must not be received into the 
annual conferences, because the Churches will not sup
port them ; and thus, if not through filthy lucre, it is on 
account o f prudent saving that these worthy and capable 
men are excluded from the work o f the ministry. W e 
have given a mere bird’s-eye view o f these matters. W e 
come to the point from which we set out, that we need 
revivals o f religion to cure these evils.

A generous offer to Theological Students.— The Danville 
(K y.) Tribune records the following generous propo
sition :—

The pastor o f the First Presbyterian Church an
nounced after service, on Sabbath before last, that as
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students coining to the new Theological School might 
have difficulty in procuring suitable places for boarding, 
he desired those persons who could accommodate them 
to make it known to him after the benediction had been 
pronounced. The consequence was, a considerable 
number of our Presbyterian friends signified their wil
lingness to receive students into their families, and be
tween thirty and forty  offered to board theological 
students free, o f  charge.

The Presbyterian Herald learns that the same an
nouncement was made at the Second Church, with 
about a similar result. This will be, if continued, equal 
to the establishment o f many scholarships. The Herald 
adds, “ W e feel fully authorized to say, from -what we 
know o f  the citizens o f Danville and Boyle Counties, 
that no worthy young man who may come here, desir
ing to educate himself, having the ministry in view, will 
be compelled' to give up his enterprise for want of 
means to prosecute it ”

T HE  NEW Y EA R .
T h e  Missionary Society of die Methodist Episcopal 
Church salutes the whole Church with a Happy New 
Year. She looks back upon the past with much grati
tude and some regret. It is a matter of great rejoicing 
before God, and in his Church, that the contributions to 
the treasury have been equal to its expenditures ; and 
that the domestic missions, including those to the In
dians, Germans, Swedes, Norwegians, Danes, Welsh, 
and French, settled in our country, have been prosper
ous. During the year a goodly number of these mis
sions have become self-supporting Churclics, and will 
begin speedily to return to the missionary treasury the 
money they received in their infancy and weakness. 
These are glorious fruits o f the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty-three.

But there is some regret felt at the want of suitable 
men for the foreign missions; especially as in the old 
East the doors are wide open, and likely to remain so. 
India is a vast field, white unto the harvest. There is 
free access to the old populations throughout the 
Turkish Empire. China is showing signs that her 
ancient institutions are giving way. The whole East
ern world is exhibiting symptoms o f  a new life, and is 
beginning to discern the gleams o f a new Dayspring 
rising upon her continents and islands. The eyes o f 
the Church universal are turned upon these signs o f the 
times in the East, and we desire to take part in the 
glorious mission o f restoring the light o f the gospel to 
those coftntries in which it has been extinguished or 
very greatly obscured, and o f diffusing it in those dark 
places where it has not yet shone. Bat we have not 
yet found the master spirits called o f God and devoted 
to this great work. Where are the prophets 1 O that 
the year eighteen hundred and fifty-four m ay hear their 
voices, saying, Here we are, send us 1

W e look to the current year o f eighteen hundred and 
fifty-four with hope and confidence that the means and 
the men will be found to carry on our missionary work. 
Our hope and confidence are increased when we re
member the cheering fact, that the pastors o f the 
Churches are entering more generally and earnestly 
into the missionary cause, and that the principal mem
bers are engaged with them heart and hand. The 
movement is becoming more general in the Church, and 
promises to enlist the men, women, and children. The 
Sunday schools during the last year have become 
centres o f great activity, and give promise o f increasing 
usefulness in this department. In this movement we 
see the training o f the future Churches and congrega
tions.

W e feel a little inclined to complain that we have 
not been able to obtain a more extensive circulation for 
our Missionary Advocate, the only missionary paper 
published in our Church. W e are sure that its wide 
circulation would not only increase the contributions 
greatly, but add much to the joy  and confidence with

which our missions should be regarded. May wc 
venture to ask the pastors and mission committees to 
take a little pains to increase the circulation o f the 
Missionary Advocatc during the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four.

W hen we remember that we have promise o f funds 
for our missions, but have found a deficiency o f men, 
we ask whether the Church has been as diligent in 
prayer for the missions as she has been liberal in her 
contributions ? Let the monthly missionary prayer- 
meetings be faithfully kept up in every Church, and let 
the burden o f  the supplications and prayers be, Lord, 
send forth more labourers into the harvest.

What may be the results o f the year eighteen hundred 
and fifty-four can be known to God alone. One thing 
we may say we know. Many o f the active friends of 
missions will be called to their reward in heaven during 
this year; but the missionary cause will live and pros
per until “ the little stone that was cut out o f the 
mountain without hands (as the Prophet Dauiel says) 
shall grow and fill the whole world.” So may it be 
speedily. Amen.

S OUT H  A M E R I C A ,

R e v .  D . D. L o b e  wrote us under date o f August 31st, 
sending us a donation o f one hundred dollars for the 
mission cause from one o f his members. His language 
is :— “ M y principal object in writing to you now is to 
forward a check for one hundred dollars for the mis
sionary treasury. When I  wrote on the 2 0 th inst. I 
did not expect to have any cash for you the present 
year, in view o f our heavy burdens during the siege, 
and a present repair being done in front o f our church 
which will cost about three hundred dollars; but I 
have providentially a check for the above amount. We 
are pursuing the even tenor o f our way, and if we have 
peace we shall prosper.”

FRANCE AND ITALY.
T h e  appropriation for the work in Prance for the cur
rent year is five thousand dollars. The very great 
interest taken in every movement to promote the 
spiritual renovation o f Italy, and above all in free 
Piedmont, where we are doing something through the 
French missions, leads us to put before our readers part 
o f a communication addressed to Christians in London 
by Salvatore Ferretti, resident in that c ity :—

Now, when the rays o f light penetrate here and there 
throngh Italy’s profound darkness, and strengthen 
those who a*e enlightened by it to brave dungeons and 
threats o f death, the need o f  suitable female education 
is deeply felt.

The views which Mr. Ferretti is seeking to carry 
out are:—

1 . T o  establish near London an institution, to receive 
the children o f Italians resident in Italy or elsewhere, 
where young girls may receive the advantages o f a lib
eral and thorough instruction in secular things, together 
with a sound Christian education.

2 . T o  prepare governesses for Italy.
3. T o  supply families _and schools in England and 

elsewhere with Italian governesses.
My friends will be gratified to hear that two English 

Christian ladies have offered their gratuitous services to 
the institution. I  have taken a house for six months, 
situated near my own, that Mrs. Ferretti may conve
niently take oversight o f the arrangements, until, guided 
by the hand of God’s providence, I  shall be able to re
move into a more suitable house, and reside under the 
same roof.

Ten young girls are ready to be admitted into this 
school, one o f whom is the daughter o f our brother, 
Signor Guarducci, who has endured nine months’ cap
tivity in Florence for the truth’s sake, and for the love 
o f Jesus Christ.

The work is undertaken in faith, and surrendered en
tirely? to the guidance o f the Lord, who has both wisdom, 
and riches, and the hearts o f  all men at his command.

F r e n c h  P e o t e s t a n t s  a n d  t h e  S a b b a t h .—  

Monsieur Charles Nisard put forth a volume, with the 
title, “  Literary Triumvirate o f the Sixteenth Centuiy—

Justus Lipsius, Joseph Scaliger, and Isaac Causabon.” 
The London Quarterly reviews the work:—

A t the epoch o f Causahon’s residence at Montpelier, 
the reviewer observes:— “ T o our astonishment, there 
was no strictness among the French Protestants o f that 
age in keeping the Sabbath.”

Is this witness true?— A  distinguished American resi
dent in Paris, says upon the remark o f the Review :—

There is little o f it n ow ; but the theological ferment 
is not the same.

INDIA.
O ue readers will have seen that, at the late meeting o f 
the General Missionary Committee, the appropriation 
for the commencement o f a mission in India was re
newed ; at that meeting our superintendent having 
charge o f foreign missions, advised us that he had two 
of the three labourers he desired to send out into that 
field, and was looking for the third. W e would keep 
the evo, and heart, and hope o f our people still in that 
direction as to a field where we may yet share with our 
sister Churches in bringing trophies to the cross of our 
Redeemer. A  Wesleyan missionary in that land, 
writing to the Society at home, says :—

Our great drawback at present is a want of funds. 
The amount granted for educational purposes by the 
district meeting for this circuit is very sm all; and, 
small as it is, I  have to support a catecliist out o f it. 
This is a state o f things much to be regretted, as we 
have no difficulty whatever in procuring scholars o f 
both sexes. I am happy, however, in being able to in
form you that several ladies o f this place have come 
nobly forward in contributing to the support o f the 
girls’ school. The average attendance is now between 
sixty and seventy. It is one of the most interesting 
schools of the kind I  have seen, considering the short 
time it has been in operation. The half o f each day is 
devoted to needlework. W e hope that our efforts to 
impart to these dear little immortal ones a knowledge 
o f salvation will be crowned with success. The educa
tion o f females will have a very great influence on the 
future welfare o f this extensive country, and it is de
lightful to observe how much the prejudices of the 
people have been lessened o f late years in this respect. 
W e have commenced a Sunday school, which is attend
ed by boys and girls from the day schools, and in which 
we endeavour more fully to impress on their minds the 
truths o f Christianity. Many of them attend Tamil 
service in the chapel twice a week, o f their own .accord, 
which we regard as a pleasing feature in their charac
ter. Like good Obadiah, may they fear the Lord from 
their youth! In the English department of our work 
our success has been sm all: still it is a matter o f re- 
joicing that two individuals have joined our society 
within the last four months. Half o f the European 
regiment here is composed o f Romanists, who, of 
course, never enter a Protestant place of worship; and 
I am sorry to add, that most o f the rest only attend 
church when compelled to do so. It is our great object 
to spread the knowledge of Christ and him crucified to 
all around us, whether Europeans or natives.

T ukk.e y .—A  correspondent o f the New-York Times 
says:—

As soon as Russia has gained the power it seeks in 
Turkey over the Greek Church, all those missionaries 
will be Berved as those o f  Scotland were, who were 
driven from the shore of the Black Sea about two years 
ago. They will have no place in Turkey or Greece. 
This has been the grand business o f Nicholas for some 
years. He has converted hundreds o f thousands of 
Lutherans and others, over whom Russia has stretched 
her government in late years, at the point o f the bay
onet, driving such as he could, without resistance, into 
his Greek Church, and such as would not confess, into 
his prisons. The rapid increase of the evangelical and 
American view of Christianity in the Greek and Arme
nian Churches o f Turkey is giving alarm to the 
Autocrat

NORWAY.
W e  have before us a letter from one o f the young mon 
in our service in Norway, in which he says:—

I  cannot express the joy  I  felt when I  received the 
letter from brother Peterson, informing me that he was 
coming to this country. He will, I  doubt not, prove a 
great blessing to me and to many others in Norway.

The Lord is doing wonders among us here. W e 
have public worship every Sunday forenoon, and prayer- 
meeting for those who are seeking the pearl o f great 
price on Sabbath evening; also meeting once a week
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besides the meetings we have in the country; so that 
my time is taken up in striving to do good to those 
around me. In company with a brother I have visited 
a neighbouring city, and had a gracious season; and 
since my visit there I have received a very encouraging 
letter, showing that there have been awakenings in that 
community, and some additions to the company of 
brethren united in Christian fellowship.

An incident occurred which lias produced quite a sen
sation. A  girl, who had been awakened, was walking 
in the garden, having a young child in her arms, when 
the conviction of her conscience became so piercing as 
to lead her to set down the child, fall on her knees, and 
cry for mercy; and while she thus cried, as one plead
ing for life, same persons were attracted to the spot, 
who tried to quiet her ; but she would not cease until 
she obtained the sense o f sin forgiven, and was enabled 
to rejoice in the Lord, when she was pronounced crazy. 
Her professed friends sent for a physician, who directed 
her Bible to be taken from her, and that she should be 
denied all intercourse with her pious friends. A  pious 
woman hearing o f this, went to the lady with whom the 
young woman lived, and persuaded her not to take the 
word o f God from her, and not to deny her the privi
lege o f going among her Christian brethren and sisters, 
and that she would soon see that the girl was in her 
right mind. W e have taken this case to be a proof of 
God’s goodness to us.

Many others hvae lately found the Lord. I  am thank
ful for the Rules and Regulations o f our Church, which 
Pastor Hedstrom sent m e ; the brethren think a great 
deal o f them.

A  pastor in this country has examined our Rules, and 
he thinks they are good.

M y fdlow-labourer is very successful in preaching the 
word. The Lord has given him great power in the 
ministry of the word o f  God.

I N D I A S  M ISS IONS .
Wyandott1 Delaware, and Shawnee Indian Missions, on 

the Kansas River.

T h e  following brief account o f the present state o f these 
missions is contained in a letter from Rev. A . Still, 
missionary, dated October 15, 1853, and addressed to 
the Corresponding Secretary. A  portion o f the Indians 
on the Kansas River, in the Indian country west o f 
Missouri, were unwilling to be incorporated with the 
Church South, and earnestly desired that the Missouri 
Conference o f the Methodist Episcopal Church should 
take the oversight o f  them. The missions named, 
above are composed o f these Indians. W e perceive 
that some o f these Indians have given evidence, by their 
lives and by their deaths, that they died in peace. One 
o f these precious souls is worth more than all the world. 
W e sincerely commend these missions to the prayers 
and to the benevolence o f all good Christian people.

It may not be uninteresting to you, and the numerous 
readers of the Missionary Advocate, to hear something 
from us in the far-off West. Our success the past year 
ha6 not been discouraging, notwithstanding affliction 
has been considerable. In Shawnee about one-eightli 
died by various diseases; also in Delaware and W y- 
andott deaths were common. Among these were many 
o f our good substantial members; but they have gone 
to their reward.

There are now in the mission, members, one hundred 
and five; probationers, forty-eight; total, one hundred 
and fifty-three. Sunday schools, tw o ; superintendents, 
tw o; teachers, five; scholars, forty ; volumes in library, 
one hundred and ten. The last few years the library 
has diminished considerably.

Our day schools have been tolerably well attended; 
three schools, forty scholars, sometimes more, some
times, less. In consequence o f the unsettled state o f 
affairs among the Indians, it has been thought best to 
concentrate the three schools into one. This is de
signed to be a boarding-school at Hokaroosa, in Upper 
Shawnee.

W e have mission farms, two ; acres under fence, sev
enty ; acres broke, ninety-five; acres in cultivation, 
fifty-three; mission-houses, two—besides, our native 
missionaries have o f  themselves tolerable dwellings. 
Our mission houses are rather poor, and last year and 
this nothing, was appropriated to repair them. Churches, 
two; school-house, one. The aforenamed churches 
were designed for school purposes, as well as for houses 
of worship. These are all in an unfinished state.

W e would be much obliged if  some, who have means 
to contribute to missionary purposes, would send us 
some missionary clothing and bed-clothing, both sum
mer and winter quality; also a box o f medicine.

Forward any of the above to A . Still, care o f William 
Barkley, Kansas, Jackson County, Missouri.

C h e r o k e e  N a t i o n . — In the annual message o f 
John Ross, the principal chief, the following paragraph 
occurs, and must attract the attention o f all the friends 
o f the red men and of this great nation:—

You will have learned through the public prints that 
there was a bill before Congress to establish a new 
territory, to be called the Territory o f Nebraska; and 
although that bill failed to become a law, yet the recol
lection o f the events which led to our removal from the 
east o f the Mississippi River to this country, and o f the 
fact that the boundaries indicated for the proposed ter
ritory of Nebraska would, if established, encroach on 
the lands o f the Cherokees, may well awaken in our 
minds serious apprehensions as to our future quiet and 
security. But holding, as we do, the repeated assur
ances o f the government, and the stipulations of sol
emn treaties, that the lands o f the Cherokees shall 
never be embraced within the limits o f any state or 
territory, without their consent, it cannot be supposed 
that any such encroachment on our rights would be de
liberately and intentionally made by the government. 
I  would suggest, however, the propriety of entering a 
solemn protest against such an extension o f boundaries 
o f any state or territory, as would in any degree con
travene the rights guaranteed to the Cherokee Nation 
by the government o f the United States.

He proposes that the Nation should have an agent 
resident at Washington, to look after their interests.

OREGON' AND CALIFORNIA.
T h e  l a b o u r  a n d  s e l f - d e n i a l  of the missionary life 
o f our ministry in California is attracting the attention 
and engaging the most lively interest o f the entire 
Church. The provision made for these conferences, at 
the late meeting o f the General Missionary Committee 
and Board, will be the best expression the Church can 
make o f the sense she has of their great work.

One German, one English, and one Scandinavian, are 
wanted in California from the German Lutheran Mis
sionary Society; so writes a correspondent o f the 
Lutheran Observer.

Protestant Episcopal Bishops fo r  California and Ore
gon.— Rev. Mr. Kipp, o f Albany, has been appointed 
Bishop o f California, and Thomas F. Scott, o f Georgia, 
Bishop of Oregon.

Newspapers in California.— There are published in 
California, says the Marysville Express, thirty-eight 
newspapers, twelve o f which are daily, one tri-weekly, 
two semi-weekly, and the balance are weekly. Sixteen 
of these are printed in San Francisco, four in Sacra
mento, two in Marysville, two in Stockton, and two in 
Placerville. Three are printed in foreign languages, 
and two devoted to two different languages. Among 
them four are called Journals, eight o f them Heralds, 
and twt> Republicans. Total weekly circulation, one 
hundred and sixty thousand.

A  Ship Canal across the Isthmus o f Darien.— Dr. 
Black’s project. W e introduce this matter into our 
paper because of its very great interest teethe Church 
o f Jesus Christ throughout all lands. Whatever 
quickens the intercourse o f nations is o f moment to the 
Church, whose King has given her charge concerning 
the nations, that his gospel shall be preached “  to every 
creature.” The sailing distance from New-York to San 
Francisco, by Cape Horn, is about eighteen thousand 
miles, and by Darien it would be but five thousand 
miles. Neither railroads nor canals will suffice for the 
vast commerce that we shall soon have between the 
Atlantic and the Pacific,— though there will be full em
ployment for as many o f these as can be made, both 
within our own territory, and what is now foreign 
territory.

The commercial importance o f  an easy mode of transit 
across the Isthmus is thus expressed by the memorial 
of the Memphis Convention to Congress:—

The Gulf o f M exico, with its t-srin bom, the Caribbe
an Sea, drains the most extensive and fertile system o f 
river basins in the w orld ; that this intertropical sea is 
supported by a back country that embraces a greater 
variety o f climate than all the commercial rivers put 
together in the Old W orld ; a back country so large 
that it could contain a ll the valleys o f all the rivers o f 
Europe and Africa, with half those o f Asia that dis
charge themselves into the commercial ports o f the 
ocean. The river basins of Europe,’ Asia, and India, 
contain three million eight hundred and fifty thousand

square m iles; those which supply this intertropical sea 
o f America embrace an area greater by more than half 
a million o f square miles.

To all well-wishers o f their race.— An Isthmus Ship 
Canal, properly guaranteed and regulated, would make 
the commercial nations o f the earth dependent on the 
United States to such a degree, as materially to lessen 
the chances and liabilities o f ever involving this country 
in war.

The practicability o f the work is thought to be proba
ble, as we judge from the following:—

W e have such information as to render it extremely 
probable that this is the spot that Providence designates 
for the gate between the two oceans, and that nature 
has done half o f the work to our hands. The partial 
examinations that have been made have led intelligent 
and inquiring men to the.opinion that a gut or strait 
can here be cut, so as to afford a transit for ships be
tween the two oceans.

MISSIONS TO FOREIGN POPULATIONS.
S C A N D IN A V IA N  M ISSIONS.

Sw edish  M ission , B eth el  Sh ip , N. Y .— Rev. O. G. 
Hedstrom, the pastor, has, since the month of Jufie last, 
distributed sixty-nine Bibles and six hundred Testa
ments among his countrymen. This has been done 
among the newly-arrived emigrants chiefly, and before 
their feet have trodden our shores; for as soon as sight 
is gotten o f a vessel from Sweden or Norway, coming 
into our harbour, the pastor puts off in a small boat, 
and by the favour o f  captain and officers, (who, after a 
service o f seven years, have come to know him quite 
well,) preaches to them a sermon in their own language, 
and then opens to them his packages, and displays the 
goodly pearls in Bibles and Testaments from the New- 
York Bible Society, with which he supplies them, either 
for money or without price, according to their ability.

Jamestown, Sugar Grove, and Buffalo Swedish Mission. 
—Brother Harmain writes that he is -full o f joy  at the 
sight o f the wondrous influence for good the gospel is 
effecting among his countrymen. A t a recent quar
terly meeting occasion, four persons were happily con
verted to God. This excellent brother is clad with 
zeal “ as a cloak,” and evinces all the ardour o f a truly 
earnest pastor for the souls o f the people. He asks an 
interest in the prayers o f the Church at large, that God 
may do a great work among the Swedes under his carc; 
for he says “  our God is a great God,” and we ought to 
ask great things at his hands.

It is observable by us, that in all the communications 
we receive from our missionaries among the Scandina
vians, there is the primitive desire o f all our early min
isters to have their people “ go on to perfection.”

Rev. S. B . Netvman writes from Chicago, in the month 
o f Novem ber:—

The Lord jjas blessed my labours abundantly in 
Poolsville, Indiana. I  went to that place, according to 
previous appointment, the last Sunday in October, 
preached three times, and administered the sacrament 
o f  the Lord’s supper to a large assembly on the Sab
bath.

On Monday I baptized one child, and preached in the 
forenoon; in the afternoon I went to Lafayette; on 
Tuesday morning I  preached, and administered the sac
rament of the Lord’s supper; arrived in Chicago in the 
evening o f the same day, and held classTmeeting in the 
Bethel Church. The result o f this visit to Indiana was, 
that thirty-two Swedes united with the Methodist Epis
copal Church in Poolsville, and two in Lafayette, which 
makes thirty-four. W e had thirty-two before, and now 
sixty-six members on probation in that mission.

Under God, we are greatly indebted for our success 
to the kind attentions o f our American brethren to the 
Swedes resident among them in Poolsville.

Brother Newman, in referring to the arrival o f sever
al brethren from New-York, to settle in the West, 
exclaims:—-

See what tools God is sending us to work with ! I 
feel that my visits to Poolsville have been of great im
portance. Some o f my hearers at that place had come 
about fifty miles to attend the meeting, and one o f them 
had walked nearly the whole distance.

I  have visited St. Charles, and our members there 
stand firm.

God is with us in Chicago. Yesterday was a blessed 
day to the mission. I  preached three times, attended
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Sunday school, baptized one child, and administered 
the sacrament of the Lord’s snpper to a large assembly. 
God was with us, and he is still with us. Some o f  our 
people felt encouraged last night. I  hope the pastor 
and people at the Bethel Ship will continue to pray 

''f o r  us.
R e v .  M r .  U n o n i u s ,  o f  C h i c a g o . — Mr. U . came 

to this country as a Swedish Lutheran preacher, and 
shortly after joined the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
It seems, from the Daily Chicago Journal, that this man 
has made a visit to his native country, and was present 
at an important ecclesiastical assembly at Stockholm, 
which was held for the purpose o f entertaining and dis
cussing the question o f  religious intolerance, that great 
reproach to Swedish laws. In that assembly Mr. Uno
nius made a speech. W e append the account from 
translations o f the Swedish papers :—

According to the liberal papers, Mr. Unonius, re
cently arrived from America, asked leave to say a few 
words to the assembly, although he belonged to the 
Church o f England, [Episcopal Church.] He mentioned 
the fatal consequences of the religious liberty enjoyed 
in America, saying religious instruction was banished 
from the schools, and that there were a great many 
non-confessors, who belonged to no Church, but formed, as 
it were, one o f their own. Adding that making liberal 
concessions on that point would be giving unlimited 
freedom to individual opinions in Sweden. In the 
Episcopal Church, he found from experience that sepa
ration might be effectually remedied by peace, united 
efforts, and zeal, because he had by these means been 
able to protect his Church against the Methodists. He 
knew he was strongly blamed on account of his passing 
oyer to the Episcopal Church, but he would assure the 
assembly, that instead of persuading his emigrated 
country people to_ leave the Lutheran Church, he had, 
on the contrary, forced them to remain in a Church 
where the gospel is preached pure, and where the sacra
ments are distributed by an apostolical clergy.

The government paper says that, Mr. Unonius spoke 
in a most interesting manner of the religious state of 
America, and proved that unrestrained religious liberty 
will necessarily bring forth a multitude of sects and dis
cord in the families, ending in complete unbelief. As 
to our country, he was of opinion that the conformity of 
worship and of the established order is indispensable to 
maintain a truly religious spirit.

W e give the editor o f the Chicago Daily credit for the 
manly, outspoken manner in which he deals with this 
man Unonius. Hear him :—

Now we ask, Is not this a poor return for the favours 
conferred upon this reverend divine, whose very church, 
in which he statedly ministers, was built by contribu
tions from every sect; a foreigner himself, enjoying the 
benefit -of our laws— of our free institutions— enjoying 
the liberty to worship God as he pleased— professing to 
be a minister o f the Protestant Episcopal Church; he, 

. in'poor benighted Sweden, where a large party are try
ing to break down the barriers o f intolerance, joins the 
government and the Lutheran clergy-in shackling the 
human conscience ; appeals to his own experience in 
our own free and glorious America in support o f his 
doctrine ?

W e hold any one, proclaiming such sentiments, pro
fessing to be a Protestant, to be a traitor to the high, 
noble, and holy principles o f Protestantism ; a libeller 
o f the institutions o f that country, whose boast and 
glory is, that they extend over all— native born and the 
adopted— the poor and the rich—the educated and the 
ignorant— the grateful and the ungrateful— the broad 
aegis o f civil and religious liberty, and grant to all (to 
use the beautiful language o f Mrs. Hemans) “  Freedom 
to worship God.”

We call the attention o f Episcopalians to the fact, 
that the Very Rev. Mr. Unonius informed the assembly, 
that “ instead o f persuading his emigrated country 
people to leave the Lutheran Church, he had, on the 
contrary, forced them to remain in a Church where the 
gospel is preached pure, and where the sacraments are ad
ministered by an apostolical clergy ”— and o f our Methodist 
friends, to the means by which the reverend gentleman 
protected his Church against their attacks.

T w o  M ILLIO N S FOR A D V ER TISIN G  SO it is S aid----

are paid by the merchants o f New-York, and more than 
that amount; for they patronize the journals o f their 
own city to nearly or quite that amount, and they make 
themselves and their business known all over the 
Union by the agency of the press. What they thus 
sow they reap again with great increase.

A n d  s h a l l  i t  n o t  c o n t i n u e  ?— Should the popu
lation o f the United States progress for a century more 
as it has done for the past sixty years, and the'Union 
continue, the number of its inhabitants would exceed 
three hundred millions.

YOUTH’S DEPARTMENT.

“ Y o u  c a n  l e a v e ,  I w a n t  t o  g o . ” — The Day- 
spring gives the following account o f  the sweet death of 
an Indian girl :—

A  little Indian girl, twelve years of age, who was a 
Sabbatli-school scholar, called her friends to her side 
just as she was going to die, and exhorted them all to 
love Jesus and to meet her in heaven. She then dis
tributed the tokens of her love among them, and said, 
“  You can leave, I want to go.” A s they stepped back 
in the rude cabin, she lifted up her emaciated hands, and 
with a sweet smile departed.

A r t l e s s  S i m p l i c i t y . — A  certain little boy o f this 
city, who recently lost his father, found himself debar
red thereby from attending school as formerly, and in 
the fulness o f his faith he determined to seek the 
wherewithal at the footstool to which he had doubtless 
been taught to look for other and higher blessings.

In the simplicity of his heart, he sat down and gravely 
wrote a letter to his Redeemer, thinking, perhaps, that 
so formal a mode of preferring his requests would meet 
with greater attention. What was the surprise of our 
worthy postmaster, William N. Friend, Esq., on discov
ering among the contents o f his letter-box one morning 
lately a missive directed to “ Jesus Christ!” Opening 
it, he read the story o f the boy’s wants, and with a noble 
kindness which we are not selfish enough to deprive our 
readers o f the pleasure or profit o f hearing, he deposited 
in the envelop the amount required, and directed it to 
the young applicant. W e have never heard a story 
that in so short a compass contains a more instructive 
and interesting lesson. It combines a singularly felici
tous union o f fine illustrations of the great pillars of 
religion— faith, hope, and charity ; and wc would not 
wish to know the man who could hear this “  plain un
varnished tale '1 without feeling himself and his kind 
ennobled by the recital.—Petersburg (  Va. ) Democrat.

“  S i n g  ! b r o t h e r ,  s i n g  !” — The Juvenile Missionary 
Magazine says :—  *

There were two youths at a missionary station in 
India who loved each other much, because they both 
loved the Saviour. One o f them was a Brahmin. He 
was naturally kind and amiable, and always wished to 
give pleasure to his family and friends. But when lie 
received God’s word into his heart, he could no longer 
do many things which they desired, and he at once gave 
up his caste and his worldly gain for Christ’s sake. 
From the time that he made a profession o f the gospel, 
his conduct and conversation were so good that he 
drew many to follow his example ; and even the hea
then, who hated his religion, respected him. But his 
stay in this sinful world was short. The cholera seized 
him, and it was but too plain to all that he soon must 
die. And he himself knew this well; but he was not 
afraid. He trusted in Christ, and felt sure that he was 
safe now, and Avould be happy forever. Sweet peace—  
“ perfect peace”— filled his mind, though the sufferings 
o f his body were very shocking. His friend heard of 
his sudden illness, and made haste to his house, that he 
might comfort him in his affliction. “ It was truly af
fecting,” says the missionary. “  to see these twin brothers 
in Christ under such circumstances. In the evening o f 
the day on which he died, while the suffering youth was 
leaning his head upon his friend’s shoulder, thé pain 
suddenly left him ; at the same time a heavenly joy 
filled his heart, and his face beamed brightly with the 
happiness he felt. Fixing his eyes upon his friend, lie 
said, ! Sing ! brother, sing 1’ ‘ What shall I sing V asked 
the other. ‘ Sing o f salvation through the blood of 
Christ. Yes, o f salvation through the blood o f Christ !’ 
These words had no sooner passed from his lips, than 
he raised and fixed his eyes, beaming with delight, upon 
Heaven, then sank backward, and died.”

Let our readers learn two things from this striking 
fact :—

First, it shows the value o f Christian missions. But 
for the messengers o f mercy, how different would have 
been the state o f these two youths ! They must have 
lived in darkness, and died without hope. But their 
case is only a specimen o f  very many in which the gos
pel has made heathens happy in life, in death, and for
ever. Surely, then, all who wish to do good to others 
must be friends and helpers o f missionaries.

And secondly, this fact teaches the reality o f religion. 
No dream or delusion could have made this dying 
youth so calm and joyful in the dark valley. It was no 
vain thought which made him cry, “  Sing ! brother, 
sing !” Dear reader, is this divine religion yours 1 Has 
it prepared you thus to suffer and to die ?

W e s t m i n s t e r  C o l l e g e . — It is proposed by our 
brethren o f the Old School Presbyterian Church to 
found such a college in Western New-York»

W e have no doubt they are able to do it, and that if 
they do it, the number o f good scholars in our country 
will be increased. W e were about to say they make no 
others : it is safe to say, if inferior ones are turned out, 
it is in spite o f the best endeavours.

/

M I S C E L L A N E O U S .

A  M i s s i o n a r y  S p i r i t  actuates the man who fur
nishes himself with tracts and books convenient in size, 
and such as a wayfarer would be most likely to read, 
and then disperses abroad, giving a portion in due 
season to the various characters met in the course of n 
day’s walk, or journeying by railroad, steamboat, or 
stage. Sucli a spirit we lately met in the person of a 
brother, who knows of no name, or sect, or party, in 
any sense by which his compassions for those for whom 
Christ died can be straitened. He has his dwelling- 
place, however, and is the member of a household dis
tinguished for activity, and light, and fruit to the glory 
of God. ^

Y e l l o w  F e v e r  i n  N e w - O r l e a n s . — The New- 
Orleans Christian Advocate says o f  the scourge with 
which they have been visited, that it shows the finger 
o f God not less clearly than when Egypt was darkened 
with plagues, and the plain of Jordan became the sep
ulchre o f Sodom and Gomorrah. Regarded in this 
light, the scourge has left its mark. A  godless popu
lation, with singular unanimity, publicly recognised, 
and for the first time, a God of righteousness working 
in providence. For a day, at least, a great city paused 
in its infidelity, and did a constrained homage to the 
Supreme Being. Thousands, hitherto living without 
reflection, have become thoughtful, and our congrega
tions can attest that many of them have become regular 
and hopeful hearers o f the gospel. Strange forms, in 
mourning garb, steal into the sanctuary, and, publican
like, sit in the back pews, even where the seats are free.

A  b e t t e r  d a y  c o m i n g , — a better day it will be, if 
the greatly increased number of young men repairing to 
our colleges shall be moved to elect the great mission 
o f bearing the gospel to the nations who now sit in 
darkness. W c  notice that twenty-eight o f the states 
and territories o f our country; the Provinces o f Nova 
Scotia, New-Brunswick, and Canada; Yucatan, British 
Guiana, Brazil, the Sandwich Islands, and Ireland, are 
represented among the seven hundred students at 
present connected with Harvard University. It would 
be an interesting statement, which should show how many 
o f the students o f American Colleges are from  abroad. 
W ill not some one furnish it 1 The University of V ir
ginia has commenced its present session with aa 
advance over the former session o f  seventy-five stu
dents— there are now five hundred.

Remember and pray for the colleges and all the 
schools o f the land !

T h a t  E a g l e  a n d  i t s  y o u n g . — During the late 
Session of the General Missionary Committee, together 
with the General Superintendents and the Board o f 
Managers o f the Missionaiy Society o f the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, two Christian women came in from 
the State o f Connecticut to know where they should 
pay in a little money for the missionary cansc. “  W e 
have been in the habit o f doing so,”  said one o f them ; 
“ I sent twenty-five dollars, some three years since, to 
aid in the education o f a coloured girl under the care 
o f Mrs. W ilkins; last year I sent fifteen dollars; and 
here,”  said she, (slipping an eagle and a half into 
our hand,) “ is fifteen dollars more, and I want you to 
say to Mrs. Wilkins that I  shall hope to hear some 
day that this money has done some good.” With these 
words— her eyes moistening— she left us. Blessed 
woman ! “ Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one o f 
the least o f these, ye hare done it unto me,”  is a saying 
of our Saviour, just as precious as it was eighteen hun
dred years ago-

“  No, n e v e r !  W h e n  w e  g i v e  u p  o u r  m i s s i o n a r y  

c o l l e c t i o n s ,  w e  s h a l l  h a v e  r e n o u n c e d  C h r i s 

t i a n i t y . ” — This was the language o f  the New-Zcaland 
converts at a native missionary meeting, where one of
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their unconverted chiefs endeavoured to introduce a 
subject foreign to the objects o f the meeting, and to do 
which he desired an abandonment o f the object o f the 
meeting then in session.

T i i e  I s l a n d  o f  J a m a i c a .— Mining in that island 
has been recently commenced; and among the miners 
sent out from Cornwall, England, is a local preacher— 
a captain among the miners—whose labours as a 
preacher on the Sabbath promise to be o f no small 
value there. The following extract from a letter o f  one 
o f the missionaries will revive the hopes of friends who 
have had their fears awakened in regard to both the 
temporal and spiritual interests o f  the island :—

As he fills a very responsible situation, and the com 
pany whose agent he is seem to have intrusted to his 
care the moral and spiritual welfare of the men under 
him, he is not at liberty, at present, to occupy any other 
pulpit than Unity, within five miles o f which he is loca
ted, and where copper-mining is commenced on a scale 
and with prospects which bid fair to be, not only very 
remunerative to the company, but also greatly to pro
mote the social welfare o f that class o f persons who, 
almost exclusively, inhabit that locality, and who have, 
for years past, been sinking into a state alike discour
aging to the Christian and philanthropist to contemplate. 
Perhaps I  may not be considered as going beyond my 
line in remarking, that the mining interest, which has 
been so recently and suddenly excited, bids fair to be 
very extensive, and promises greater benefits o f various 
kinds to poor, depressed Jamaica, than any scheme 
which has yet been set on foot for bettering her condi
tion. W e have reason to believe that, with the almost 
certain extension o f the mines, will be an infusion, not 
only o f capital, but also o f what is more largely needed, 
morality and piety. W e earnestly pray that our hopes 
may be realized.

O r e g o n . — The California Christian Advocate says :—  

“  The brethren in Oregon are making preparations to 
start a paper in that Territory. It is to be called the 
“ N o r t h  P a c i f i c  C h r i s t i a n  A d v o c a t e , ”  and will 
be commenced about the first o f March next.

CniNA.— A t a quarterly meeting o f the town and 
country directors o f the London Missionary Society, 
held October 1 1 , 1853, convened especially to consider 
the present state o f China in relation to Christian mis
sions, a statement was read, which was followed by 
the adoption o f the following resolutions:—

1 . That the statement read be published extensively 
forthwith.

2 . That the present state and prospects o f China de
mand from the friends of the London Missionary So
ciety the most energetic measures, with a view of adding 
at least t e n  n e w  l a b o u r e r s  to the present number 
o f its missionaries in that empire.

S T A T I S T I C S .
“  T e l l  m e ,  I  f r a y  t h e e ,  w h e r e i n  t h y  g r e a t  

b t r e n g t h  L iE T ii  1”  has been asked *>y the Delilahs 
and Jesuits o f the nations, who would have us weak as 
others. Let us remember that the approaches made 
to the State legislatures by the Papists for school- 
money, and the deadly hatred o f the Bible entertained 
by their priests, show that they begin to “  feel after 
the pillars”  o f  this nation.

T h e  C o m m o n  S c h o o l s  o f  N e w - E n g l a n d . — By 
the last official returns o f the Public Schools in the six 
New-England States, the whole number o f pupils in 
attendance during the year was 641,983. The whole 
cost o f instruction for.the year was $2,055,131 65. In 
Vermont, the average cost o f each pupil was $ 2  2 2 . 
In Maine, Si 34. In Connecticut, $1  35. In Rhode 
Island, $1  64. In Massachusetts, the law requires 
each town to raise, by tax, at least $1 50 per child be
tween five and fifteen years o f  age, as a condition o f 
receiving a share o f the income o f the State School 
Fund. A ll the towns complied with this condition last 
year, and 180 towns raised double the sum thus speci
fied. The amount expended in Massachusetts last 
year for each child between the ages above named 
was $4 54.

L u t h e r a n  S t a t i s t i c s . —According to the German 
Lutheran Almanac, the Lutheran Church in the United 
States comprises 32 synods, 900 ministers, and 3 ,0 0 0  
congregations. The Lutheran Observer says, 2,000 con
gregations would be more correct.

N e w - Y o r k  H o s p i t a l . — The appeal which was re
cently made by the governors of the Hospital, including 
the Bloomingdale Asylum for the Insane, for $250,000, 
has elicited a subscription from one citizen o f 825,000, 
from another $10,000, cash from one donor $2,500, eleven 
persons have each subscribed $ 2 ,0 0 0 , forty-three per
sons have each subscribed $ 1,0 0 0 , twenty-nine persons 
have each subscribed $500, one person $300, thirteen 
persons have each subscribed $250, nineteen persons 
have each subscribed $ 1 0 0 , five persons have each sub
scribed $50.

N e w  - Y o r k  B i b l e  S o c i e t y . — This Society, at its 
late anniversary, reported that the total receipts for the 
last year were $31,755 59. In the year 1824 the so- 
cietj' distributed 583 Bibles and Testaments; now by 
its agents 50,000 are distributed annually. [More 
copies o f  the Scriptures were distributed among Scan
dinavian emigrants alone last year by pastor Hedstrom, 
as the agent o f the society, than the whole number they 
distributed in 1824.] 13,449 families had been visited
during the past year, out o f which 3,236 were found to 
be totally destitute o f the Scriptures. O f the latter 
number 848 refused the Bible, 1,348 were supplied by 
sale or gift, and the remaining 415 were left unsup
plied, chiefly on account of their inability to read. 470 
Bibles and 1,154 Testaments had been distributed 
among the resident Germans.

Decrease o f emigrants.— In Irish emigration, the de
crease as compared with last year, was 15,679; German, 
10,675; English, Scotch, and Welsh, 6,705; French, 
2 ,2 2 0 . The total decrease from all nations, 40,854, 
which might be in part attributed to the division o f the 
tide o f emigration to Australia, by the increase o f wages 
in England, Ireland, and other parts o f Europe, and 
partly by the prevalence of epidemics on shipboard in 
recent passages, which had deterred many from em
barking. Still, the number of actual arrivals had been 
268,720; a number exceeding one-half o f our permanent 
population. This perpetual influx of emigrants, o f 
course, pressed upon the society, but withal it endeav
oured in every possible way to relieve destitution. 
During the past year, the society had distributed to 
emigrants 9,375 volumes, through the Emigrant Com
mittee o f the Society, and in addition thereto 18,000 
had been placed on board of 384 emigrant ships, by the 
Marine Committee. The committee had increased its 
distribution over the year 1852 by 10,985 volumes. 
The total distribution o f this committee, including the 
supply o f  emigrant ships, had been 31,443, o f which 
2,294 were Bibles, and 29,149 Testaments. In addition 
to that number, the Committee on Humane and Crim
inal Institutions had distributed in the prisons, hospitals, 
and other charitable institutions o f the city, 3,271 vol
umes in nearly an equal number o f Bibles and Testa
ments. The entire number o f volumes dispersed 
through various channels was 53,367 Bibles, 8,959 
Testaments.

C h r i s t i a n  K n o w l e d g e  S o c i e t y . — The following 
statement shows the issues o f their publications between 
the audits o f 1852 and 1853 :—

Bibles........................   153,799
Testaments............................................  79,483
Prayer-books.......................................... 324,928
Other b ook s ........................................... 1,154,253
Tracts, &c............................................... 2,571,847

T o ta l .............................................. 4,284,310

C h u r c h  M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y . — The number o f 
clergymen and European lay-teachers in connexion 
with the society as missionary labourers is 221, namely: 
Abroad— Ordained European missionaries, 136 ; or
dained East-Indian missionaries, 2 ; ordained native 
missionaries, 20 ; European catechists, teachers, and 
others, 30; European female teachers, 17. A t home—  
ordained European missionaries, 14 ; European male 
and female teachers, 2 . Total, 2 2 1 .

W e s l e y a n  M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y . — Summary view 
o f the Society, taken from the report o f 1852-3 :—

Missionaries.— In Ireland, 25; Continent o f Europe,
1 ; Western Africa, 17 ; South Africa, 39 ; China, 3 ; 
South India, 1 2 ; North Ceylon, 8 ; South Ceylon, 17; 
Australia and Van Diemen’s Land, 39 ; New-Zealand, 
2 0 ; Friendly Islands, 9 ; Feejee Islands, 14; Demerara 
and St. Vincent’s, 2 2 ; Honduras, I ; West Indies, 56; 
British America, 172. Total, 454, besides 11 who are 
absent from their stations. O f these, 217 labour among 
heathen, converts from heathenism and negroes; the 
remainder among Europeans or colonists.

Assistants.— The missionaries are assisted by 698 paid 
catechists and readers, and 8,494 gratuitous Sunday- 
school and other teachers. O f these, 5,687 labour 
among the „heathen or converts from heathenism and 
negroes; the remainder among Europeans or colonists.

Members in Society.— In Ireland, 1,963 ; Continent of 
Europe, 1,167; Gambia, 817; Sierra Leone, 6,192; 
Gold Coast, 1,0 1 2 ; South Africa, 4,300; China, 16; 
South India, 438; North Ceylon, 293; South Ceylon,

1,416; Australia and Van Diemen’s Land, 5,132; New 
Zealand, 4,316; Friendly Islands, 7,161; Feejee 
Islands, 2,526; St. Vincent’s and Demerara District. 
12,988; Honduras, 646; West Indies, 34,510; British 
America, 23,403. Total, 108,286. O f these, 31,665 arc 
Europeans or colonists. x

Scholars.— In Ireland, 3,161; Continent of Europe, 
250; Gambia, 534; Sierra Leone, 3,608; Gold Coast, 
1 ,2 0 0 ; South Africa, 7,479; South India, 1,183; North 
Ceylon, 1,456; South Ceylon, 2,297; Australia and 
Van Diemen’s Land, 7,272; New-Zealand, 6,719; 
Friendly Islands, 7,928 ; Feejee Islands, 4,068; Deme
rara and St. Vincent’s District, 6,659 ; Honduras, 507 ; 
West Indies, 11,075; British America, 14,063. Total, 
79,461. O f these, 24,746 are Europeans or colonists.

Missionaries sent out 1852-53.— T o France, Mr. R y
lance. Sierra Leone, Mr. Reay. China> Mr. Beach, Mr. 
Cox, Miss Wannop. South India, Mr. Burgess, Mr. 
Garthwaite. Ceylon, Mr. Barber, Miss Holmes, Miss 
Jackson. Australia, Mr. and Mrs. Harding, Mr. and 
Mrs. Raston, Mr. and Mrs. Hart. St. Vincent's and the 
West Indies, Mr. and Mrs. Biggs, Mr. and Mrs. Garry, 
Mr. and Mrs. Barley, Mr. Pritchard, Mr. Andrews, Mr. 
Smith, Mr. Moses, Mrs. Butcher, Mr. Rising, Mr. and 
Mrs. Rowden, Mr. and Mrs. Cheesbrough, Mr. Hutch
ins. British America, Mr. Albrighton, Mr. Prestwood.

U n i  v e rb a lis ts .— The Universalist General Con
vention lately convened in Columbus, Ohio. B. B. 
Mussey, Esq., o f this city, presided. The following 
statistics exhibit the strength o f this sect at the present 
time in the United States: 1,097 societies, 837 houses 
of worship, 612 preachers, 2 0  periodicals, 1 0  academies 
or schools, 119 ecclesiastical associations, including 
state conventions, missionary, tract and education so
cieties.

P o s t a g e  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n . — Statistics are some
times startling. It is said, and in print, too, that since 
1849, in Great Britain, the amount o f  letters posted has 
increased by 156,000 in the day; and even since last 
December the increase has been 33,000 per day. In 
1841, the money orders of the Post-Office amounted but 
to £960,000; while in 1852 they swelled to no less than 
£9,400,000!

O h i o . — The foreign population o f Ohio is shown to 
be : Germans, 111,237 ; Irish, 51,562; English, 25,668 ; 
British Americans, 5,880.

T e l e g r a p h  L i n e s . — The first American Magnetic 
Telegraph Line was established in 1844, between 
Washington City and Baltimore. The aggregate num
ber o f main and branch lines in the United States at 
the present time is about 1 0 0 . There are completed 
and in operation 27,000 miles, and 10,000 more are in 
progress o f construction.

A  V a l u a b l e  D o n a t i o n  t o  a  N e w s p a p e r .—  
The Gazette des Hospitana, one o f the oldest medical 
journals in France, has just received a donation of 
1 0 ,0 0 0  francs a year, from a physician attached to one 
of the hospitals in Paris, on condition,

1st. That the donor’s name shall be kept inviolably 
secret.

2d. That 3,000 francs o f the sum shall be employed 
in encouraging the authors o f useful and practical 
papers published in the Gazette; and,

3d. That the remaining 7,000 francs shall be em
ployed in distributing copies o f the Gazette to physi
cians or students who are too poor to pay the whole or 
any part o f  the subscription, the simple declaration to 
that effect o f the applicant^ being all that is to be re
quired.

This is probably the first time in the history o f the 
periodical press that a journal has been the object o f 
such munificence.

T he  M i s s i o n a r y  A d v o c a t e  is published on the 
first o f every month, for the Missionary Society o f the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, by Carlton & Phillips, 
2 0 0  Mulberry-street, New-York, and Swormstedt & Poe, 
corner o f Main and Eighth-street, Cincinnati, and may 
be had o f them, or o f J. P . Magee, 5 Comhill, Bos
ton ; Rev. J. L. Read, Book Agent, Pittsburgh ; Mr. 
James Dew, (at Rev. I. P . Cook’s,) Baltimore; Rev. 
S. Higgins, 40 North-Fourth-street, Philadelphia ; W il
liam M. Doughty, Chicago. It is under the editorial 
supervision of the

C o r r e s p o n d i n g  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y .  

A ll communications for the paper should be directed 
to “  The Missionary Advocate.”

T e r m s .—For eight copies $1, forty-five copies $5, 
one hundred copies $ 1 0  per annum. For a single copy, 
sent by mail, 25 cents. Payment, in all cases, must be 
in advance.


