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THE EDÔLS D E SPISE D . *
A Jittfe while ago there came through a village, called Cherolopilly, which is about ten miles from 

Cuddapah in India, a great procession of a hundred and forty persons, in honor o f  Rama, one of the 
Hindoo gods. Some of the men carried guns; some spears; some swords, and some bows and 
arrows. Then came eight men, carrying a palanquin, containing three images made of copper: one 
representingJlama *, -the second,i^piwUei and the%ird,%hi  ̂brother. These idols were dressed with 
clothes, and ornamented with flowers. * Near them were placed men with fans to keep off tfee; flies 
and dust: some had small bells in their hands; others had tamboreens, which they were playing to 
amuse the gods; and others again were clapping their hands, aud crying out, “ Narrainu, Govindu— 
Hurree— Hurree—protect us!”

At this village there was a native Scripture reader stationed. He met the procession, and said, “ 0  
foolish men, why do you bring your idols here? What is Rama that you should worship him as a 
god ?” The worshipers of Rama could not answer; but made a great noise with their instruments, 
in order to frighten the people, and make them bring presents. They wantedfto get a great deal of 
money, and then to make a feast, which they said would be in honor of their idol; but, the truth was, 
they wished to enjoy it themselves. Some of them asked,-in great auger, “ Why do you abuse our 
god Rama?” The reader said, “ W e do not abuse God ; we only speak against your foolish wofship.” 

The people of the village stood still all thé time, and offered nothing to the idol; so that at last the 
idol-worshipers turned away disappointed, and went somewhere else. O, that very soon all the 
villages in India may pay just the same respect to these false gods: and that a better name, even the 
name of Jesus* may be everywhere adored !—Miss. Repository.

We republish the above article for the purpose o f  explaining the cut, which vras not on hand at the time o f  its 
first insertion.— E d .

“FOREIGN AlfD HOME MISSIONS COM- 
' PARED."

M e s s e s . E d it o r s ,—In your paper of last week 
a comparison was made, under the above heading,- 
between the cost of domestic and foreign missions, 
and it was remarked, that “ a dollar spent in home 
missions secures six times as much missionary 
services as a dollar spent in foreign missions.” 
Allow me to offer a few suggestions, dissuading 
from such comparisons in future. •>

1. There is. a difficulty in determining the 
amount of what may probably be called mission
ary  labor, in domestic missions. Is that part of 
thelabors of domestic missionaries properly called 
missionary which is paid for by the church and 
congregation, for whose benefit it is performed ? 
i f  so,’then what is paid by the hundreds of con
gregations, which partially support these mission
aries, should be added to the sum-total of the re
ceipts of the Home Missionary Society, before the 
comparison is instituted. I f  m t3 then the time 
end labor paid for by the congregations should
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first be deducted! This would make a difference, 
on an average, of more than one half.

2. The two cases are unlike. The Foreign 
Missionary Society has a more various and com
plicated duty to perform than the Domestic Soci
ety. It has the work, not o n lj ^ f  the Home 
Missionary. Society, but also 'o f  the Education 
Society, the Sabbath-gchooL Society, the College 
Society, the Society for Common Schools; and it 
has, moreover, to meet the cost of writing religious 
tracts and books, and . to a great extent, of the 
translating of the Scriptures, and a large portion 
of th e il colportage ” in the several fields it  occu
pies, and the preparation and publication of ele
mentary books. In making the comparison, 
therefore, one of.two things must be done, if we 
would be just and accurate. ( 1 .) W e must add 
to the expenditure of the Home Missionary Soci
ety some part, at leasrt, of the expenditures of the 
various societies among us for prompting educa
tion in its various departments and stages; of the 
societies, general and local, for sabbath schools;

and of the cost of supporting common schools, 
academies, and colleges, and supplying them with 
books o f instruction, and o f preparing religious 
tracts and books, &c., &c. Or, (2.) we must take 

j for the comparison only such part of the expend
iture of the Foreign Missionary Society as goes 
directly for the support of missionaries and their 
families. The former course is the one to be 
preferred.

j  3. The comparison made is one of missionary 
i  service—the amount of missionary labor secured 
I by the funds; and here I  have another difficulty. 
It is in estimating, not only the comparative 
amounts, but the relative pecuniary valve, of 
these labors. It is an advantage attendant on 
home missionaries, which few foreign nyssionaries 
have, that the former can do something toward 
their own support. But then the time thus em
ployed is not paid for by the Home Missionary 
Society, nor by the people of the parish, but by 
the products of the soil; or rather the missionary 
himself does so much toward paying lm own way. 
Then as to the pecuniary value of missionary 
labor. Labor among ofbwded masses of people, 
in cities, costs more than labor in a sparse popu
lation; but it is worth more—its results are usually 
greater. Foreign missionaries are placed, as far 
as possible, a y h e  centres of influence; in cities, 
or in the more densely peopled districts of the 
heathen world. The cost is increased by this 
means; but it is regarded as the best economy. 
You find foreign missionaries in Constantinople, 
Broosa, Beirut, Aleppo, Bombay, Ahmednuggur, 
Madras, Madura, Bangkok, Canton, Amoy, Fuh 
Chau, (to speak only o f otre Society,) or în dense 
settlements, as among the Zulus of South Africa, 
on Lebanon, & c.; and but few foreign mission
aries, comparatively, are otherwise situated. All 
I mean to say under this head is, that, in a com
parison which should be of practical value, these 
things ought to come into the account.

But enough. My object is to dissuade from 
comparisons, and not to make them. Nothing 
can be more unjust than comparisons loosely made 
between some one Foreign Missionary Society 
and some one Home Missionary Society; just as 
if the two were perfectly analogous bodies, having 
the same kind and number of objects. The For
eign Missionary Society has to do the work of 
several of the societies existing for home opera
tions, including the Home Missionary Society, 
and therefore needs more funds than any one of 
them.

But while I say this, I give in my hearty assent 
to the opinion expressed in your paper, that far 
more should be done for home missions by our 
churches than is now done. And I must add my 
strong belief that it will be for the interests of 
both of these great departments of Christian labor, 
if each is advocated on its own peculiar merits, 
without the comparisons I deprecate.—New-Eng
land Puritan.

THE POPE.

The new pope’s reply to an address from the 
president of the Consult*; at'the opening of the 
sessions of that body in Rome, Nov. 18, to consult 
for the general interests, was riot as favorable to 
liberty as was expected. It is stated that he was 
educated by, Protestant parents, in Switzerland, 
and favors civil freedom and the diffusion of intel
ligence, but has no love of religious liberty, and 
will tolerate the order o f Jesuits.
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CHINESE NEW-YEAR.
Some of the cerem onies observed by the Chi

nese, on the close of the old year and the com
mencement of the new, are sufficiently supersti
tious and useless 5 but others of them are pleasing, 
useful, and instructive. A few days are kept as 
new-year holidays by all the people, and the 
whole period is one of great excitement. Their 
narrow streets are thronged with the bustling 
population; cheerfulness and vivacity smile on 
the countenances of old and young. On passing 
through the streets many ornamented boxes are 
seen projecting from the corners of houses, in
scribed with different sentences, such as, “ Every 
fragrant action will haveits remembrance.” These 
little chests are placed there to become the depo
sitory of pieces of paper on which there is any 
writing, so that no person may violate the sanctity 
of the Chinese written character by tossing away, 
or trampling under foot, any of these precious 
fragments. Then, at the festival of the new moon, 
these-scraps are burned, according to custom, to 
prevent their imaginary dishonor. What would 
the Chinese say to our shop-keepers, who buy and 
tear up whole volumes, written or printed, every 
)Tear, in wrapping up their various commodities, 
and which we also consume, according to custom, 
but with very little ceremony, in ‘‘lighting our 
fires?”

At this period, also, tracts arc profusely dis
played on the wails in places of public resort. 
These are moral papers, written by native scho
lars, and intended to recommend the practice of 
virtue. Sometimes they are accompanied by dia
grams or figures. One has been seen intended 
to represent the progress of the human heart in 
wickedness. At first.it is white, without .any ble
mish ; then there is a small black patch to denote 
its incipient badness—the effect^^iey say, of 
negleGted education: then the patch is shown as 
increasing in extent, to denote the progress of evil, 
until at last it is filled with black, and its rude 
shape so filled, shows its complete depravity. 
Then six other figures, with moral sentences under 
them, represent the gradual restoration of the heart 
to-virtue,—till the dark color is all effaced, and a 
pure white alone remains—emblem of original 
goodness and perfect rectitude.

Another custom characteristic of the nation is, 
that of placing on the door-posts, and on the door, 
(Deut. vi, 9,) and on the cross-beam above, pairs 
of sentences, of a proverbial form, chosen with 
great care from their learned authors.. Many 
young men obtain pecuniary help at this period, 
by selecting and writing out these sentences, and 
then selling them. Poor scholars stand at the 
corners of streets with a little table before them, 
and endeavor to obtain customers. The old sen
tences are removed and-newonessubstituted every 
new-year.

Different colored papers are used for these sen
tences. Usually, a deep red is preferred. White 
paper denotes that the inmates have lost a parent 
during the year. A second year’s mourning re
quires blue for a father, yellow for a mother, and 
carnation color for grand-parents. Light red in
dicates the third year of mourning. After which 
the usual deep red is used again.

On the last day of the year, active preparations 
are made for terminating business, laying in a 
stock of provisions, and celebrating various ob- 
servaces. In all directions, companies of cooly- 
bearers may be seen carrying large packages of 
new-year presents to the friends of their masters. 
After sunset, the heads of establishments, attended 
by their sons or partners, are busily engaged ba
lancing their mercantile accounts, and settling the 
debts of the year. . So punctilious are .the Chinese 
in this commendable practice^ that they say they 
could not enjoy the festive occasion, nor sleeg^ 
during the night, unless they had previously re
lieved their mind of the burden. This excellent 
practice might be imitated with much advantage 
by thousands of our families in this more culti
vated country of ours. While these matters are

goipg forward, the family would be engaged in 
burning gilt paper, discharging fireworks, and pre
paring for the peculiar custom called hwui-l&o, or 
“ surrounding the furnace.” In doing this, the 
members of the family sit down to a substantial 
supper, with a pan of charcoal placed under the 
table, in the centre of the party. The explanation 
of this odd custom is, that fire is the most power
ful of the elements; and hence,perhaps, they have 
an idea that its efficacy is great in averting evils, 
and strengthening the bonds of family love and 
union. The children are very attentive'to their 
older ielatives on these occasions, watching their 
motions and supplying their wants,—at one time 
bringing a spoon or a pair of chop-sticks,—then 
perhaps a paper napkin,-or filling a glass for grand
papa with samshoo. The mirth of the party in
creases—the fire is consumed—the old people get 
drowsy, and the young ones chat away with all 
the glee imaginable.

Supper being ended, they next prepare to burn 
the wooden frames of the lamps which are usually 
kept burning day and night in the dark interior 
of their houses. From the ashes of these they 
pretend to ascertain the exact period of thexainy  
and dry seasons of the coming year—matters cer
tainly very important in a country wliere the 
population is so immense, and where the failure 
of crops would produce a dreadful famine. - Little 
frames of lamps are placed, ready for lighting^ on 
the pavement. The eldest son goes into the street 
and discharges some crackers, to drive away evil 
spirits; while some of the domestics .¡fold up a 
quantity of gold and silver paper inio the shape 
of lumps of silver. The eldest son then returns, 
and sets fire to the materials. In ten minutes all 
are consumed to ashes. The live embers are then 
dislributed4 nto twelve little heaps, answering to 
the twelve months of the year. These are anx
iously watched, as the heap that burns out first 
they think shows the most rainy month of the 
coming year, and the last that on which there is 
to be least rain and most sunshine. Special at^ 
tention is paid to the third, fourth, fifth,sixth, and 
seventh months, because the rain, if excessive 
then, would cause mildew and blight in the har
vest. Accordingly, exclamations of joy or alarm 
would arise as the embers successively die out, 
and indicate the kind of weather to be expected. 
The result of the experiment, as seen by a friend 
in 1846,* seemed to give general satisfaction, and 
which was only interrupted by his shrewdly ask
ing them if their next neighbor’s heaps of ashes 
would coincide with theirs, and to which they 
could merely reply, that they had nothing what
ever to do with their neighbor’s house.

The samshoo is then passed round, and festivi
ties are prolonged an hour or two. They then 
retire to rest, and when the midnight watch-gun 
rouses them from their slumbers, they rise and 
offer each other new-year’s congratulations, and 
renew their feasting. Early in the morning the 
city authorities go in procession to an imperial 
temple, and make nine ko-tow, or knockings on 
the head, on the ground, as a custom denoting 
the most decided act of submission. Then a sort 
of universal holiday ensues, and friends pay visits 
to one another in all directions. Over the door 
o f one house*'»«re found the sentences, “ May I 
be so learned as to secrete in my mind three 
myriads of volumes!” “ May I know the affairs 
of the world for six thousand years!”

At this same season, however, there is much 
gambling practiced, and many quarrels and innu
merable other evils arise from the practice;—so 
difficult is it to fiud unmixed good anywhere in 
this world of ours!

Happy will be the time when, with each return 
of a new-year, men shall everywhere offer to the 
great Creator the tribute of their homage, and 

' seek to promote each other’s noblest interests,— 
in the service of God, and in the knowledge that 
leads to life eternal.—Jut. Miss. Mag.

*  SeesSmith’s Narrative o f a Visit to China, from which 
v*'c have taken the substance of this artiele.
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A  GOOD RULE.
There ought to be a system of contributions for 

the spreading of the gospel introduced into every 
school.

The object of introducing such a system is three
fold: to raise money by which to carry on the 
plans of the church; to teaeh thq children how 
to exercise benevolence, and of consequeuce to 
acquire the habit-; and to teach the child to exer
cise self-denial in obtaining the money which he 
contributes. Everything of this kind should be 
regular and periodical; and perhaps the plan of 
having a contribution brought in once every month 
will be a good one. As far as possible, encourage 
the children to give the money which they have 
earned by some laborer self-denial. Show that 
you are interested in their little contributions, and 
encouragethem to feel that the smallest sum, given 
from right motives, is neither overlooked nor for 
gotten by the great Redeemer. Atthe same time 
avoid making the impression, that giving in this 
way is piety; because a child may bring his pen
nies, and yet carry the heart of a little Pharisee. 
Avoid also casting blame or censure on a child 
who does not contribute, at least till you know the 
reason. His parents may be too poor, he may 
have no parents, or they may be unwilling to 
furnish the child with money, and he knows 
not how to earn any himself. I have known chil
dren make very great sacrifices to earn money; 
others to endure great self-denial to obtain it, in 
order to- contribute; and I have known others 
whose -feelings were cruelly and unnecessarily 
wounded when they could not contribute. Some 
teachers, who have so far acquired the confidence 
of the class as to know the real situation and dis
position of each one, having hired such children 
as were unable otherwise to obtain money, to do 
little jobs for them, for which they paid them, and 
thus the contributions of the teacher passed through 
the hands of his poor scholars.

But every school should have regular, stated 
seasons of contributing, and 1 m object,to wiiich 
the charity is applied, so definite and tangible that 
they can all see that the little stream of charity 
which takes its rise in their school does indeed 
flow into the great river, and swell its tide, and 
cause the waters to reach those who are perishing 
with thirst.—Her. John Todd.

THE POW ER. OF THE PR ESS.
A speaker at a late meeting of the New-York 

Tract Society thus illustrated the power of the 
press :—

A book, brought in a peddler’s pack to the door 
of the father of Richard Baxter, Was the means 
of the conversion to Christianity of one of the 
ablest practical religious writers the world/has yet 
seen. His works in turn were the means of mold
ing the religious character of Philip Doddridge, 
whose book, entitled the “ Rise and Progress of 
Religion,” was the instrument in changing the 
religious character of Willi;« m Wilberforce. whose 
“ Practical View of Christianity” brought Legh 
Richmond to the knowledge of the truth. Rich
mond was the author of the “ Dairyman’s Daugh
ter,” which has been translated into more than 
fifty different languages, and has been blessed to 
the .conversion of thousands of men. How many 
of these have become writers of books and tracts, 
which have exerted their influence in making the 
world better, we have no means of knowing,

TRACT D IST R IB U T IO N  IN  SIAM.
Dr. Samuel R. House, missionary^ of the Pres

byterian Board, at Bangkok, writes that he has 
been actively engaged in tract distribution to meet 
an increasing demand for books from the Siamese, 
and from the Buddhist priests themselves. In 
eight weeks, ending September, 1847, he distri- 
buted upward of four thousand and eight hun
dred books arid tracts, giving them, as far as 
practicable, in no case, but to those capable of 
reading.
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A  M ISSIONARY A SSA IL E D  B Y  ROBBERS.
The Macedonian, the Baptist missionary paper 

for this month, gives a frightful account of an as
sault by robbers on Rev. Mr. Stilson, missionary 
in India. After returning from worship, on the 
13th September, he stopped from his bedroom to 
close the doors, arid, 011 entering the dining room, 
found three men in Talein costume, blit without 
fire-arms. One of them handed him a paper. 
Having no suspicion of danger, he read it; when 
two others advanced to his side with knives in 
their hands. The idea then flashed across his 
mind that they were robbers. They demanded 
his money. He made a grasp at the knife in the 
hand of one, and obtained it. All then fell upon 
him, and in the scuffle regained the weapon, which 
was unsheathed—Mr. S., in the mean time, calling 
for assistance. He succeeded at last in getting 
them off the verandah and „partly down stairs, 
when they turned upon him with their knives. 
He retreated, and in closing the door he felt a 
slight consciousness that he was wounded, and 
called Iroin a window for assistance; whereupon 
the robbers retreated. One of his servants, on 
coming to his assistance, was seized and bound 
fast to a post. About half-past nine, the natives, 
who heard his cry, and some of his associates, 
collected in numbers at the house; arid Dr. Mor
ton and Mr. Good proceeded to dress his wounds. 
It was found that the.first finger of the right hand 
was nearly cut off near the first joint; the hand 
cut through and laid open to the centre of the 
palm; another long and severe wound was found 
on the right arm, reaching to the bone; the left 
cheek was laid open, and one or two teeth broken, 
and several lesser wounds were found 011 the head 
and body. One on the back, a mere scratch, from 
the shoulders to the loins, might have been fatal 
in itsj consequences had the ruffian been a little 
nearer. The wounds were inflicted by a curved, 
deadly knife, commonly worn in a sheath. Steps 
have been taken for the arrest of the villains. 
Mrs. Stelson writes, under date of 27th September, 
that his wounds are healing fast. Mr. S. is the 
treasurer of the Maul main Mission, which pro
bably led to the assault. It is a matter of grati
tude that the life of this useful brother has been 
spared.—B aptist Register.

declivity, and darts forward like a weaver’s shut
tle. He rides with railroad speed on the forefront 
of th^urge, the whitening surf foamiug and roar
ing just behind his. head, and is borne in triumph 
to the beach. Often in this rough riding, which 
is sometimes attended with danger, several run 
the race together. Formerly this was usually 
done on a wager.

The inhabitants of these islands, both male and 
female, are distinguished by their fondness for the 
water, their powers of diving aud swimming, and 
the dexterity and ease with which they manage 
themselves, their surf-boards and canoes, in that 
element. Their divers can stay under water five 
or six minutes.—Bingham's Residence at the 
Sandwich Islands.

ing on the mausoleums of former worlds, let us 
learn the lesson of humanity and wisdom, if we 
have not already been taught it in the school of 
revelation.—J\orih British J in  it tr.

A  H A W A IIA N  AM USEM ENT.
The favorite amusement of all classes is, sport

ing on the surf, in which they distinguish them
selves from most other nations. In this exercise 
they generally avail themselves of the surf-board, 
an instrument manufactured by themselves for 
the purpose. It is made of buoyant wood, thin at 
the edges and ends, but of considerable thickness 
in the middle, smooth, a.nd ingeniously adapted to 
the purpose of sustaining a moderate weight and 
gliding rapidly on the surface of the water. I t  is 
of various dimensions, from three feetin length, and 
six or eight inches in breadth, to fourteen feet in 
length, and twenty inches in breadth. In the 
use of it the islander, placing himself longitudin
ally upon the board as it rests upon the surface of 
the water, and using his naked arms and hands 
as a pair of oars, rows off from the sand-beach a 
quarter or half a mile into the ocean. Meeting the 
succession of surges as they are rolling toward 
the shore, he glides with ease over such as are 
smooth, plunges under or through such as are 
high and combing, allowing them to roll over 
him aud his board, and coming out unhurt on the; 
other side, he presses on till his distance is suffi
cient for a race, or till he has passed beyond the 
breaking or combing surf. "After a little rest, 
turning around and choosing one of the highest 
surges for his locomotive, he adjusts himself and 
board, continuing longitudinally upon it, directing 
his head toward the shore, and just before the 
highest part of the wave reaches him, he gives 
1wo or three propelling strokes with his spread 
hands. The board, having its hindmost end now 
considerably elevated} glides down the moving

THE M ISSIONARY’S CALLING.
“ Also I  heard die voice of the Lord, saying,»Whom 

shall I  6eud, and who will go for us ? Then said I, Here 
am I;  send me.”— Isa iah  vi, 8 .

Lotfl, thou hast called m e; ’twas thy voice 
That T o u s e d  my soul and f ix e d  her choice;
I raised to thee my moistened eye,
And humbly answered, “ Here am I.”

That thou shouldst summon even me 
To wield thy sword, and fight for thee,
Almost my spirit asked thee “ Why V’
While yet it answered, “ Here am I.”

Thy word thou badest me proclaim;
To sinners teach a Saviour’s name;
And could my heart consent deily,
Or answer else than :1 Here am I V’

N o ; thy blessed message I will bear, I
Glad tidings breathe in every ear.
And still, where’er thou calFst inc. crv.
With willing voiee, “ Lord, here am 1.’’ j

Missionary Minstrel. '

POPULATION OF T H E  WORLD.
Nine hundred and sixty millions of human be

ings are supposed to be on the earth; of which 
Europe is said to contain 153,000,000 
Africa, . . . .  156,000,000
Asia, . . . .  500,000,000
America, . . . 150,000,000

From extensive calculations, it seems the average 
of human births per second, since the birth of 
Christ to this time, is about 8*15—which gives about 
thirty-two thousand millions; and after deduct
ing the present supposed population of the world, 
(960,000,000.) leaves the number of thirty-ope 
thousand and forty millions that have gone down 
to the grave, giving death and the grave the vic
tory over the living, to the number of thirty thou
sand and eighty millions.

Of this number in the grave,
Have died by war about 9,000,000,000
By famine and pestilence 7,000,000,000
By martyrdom 500,000,000
By intoxicating drink 589,000,000
Natural or otherwise 15,000,000,000
Thus it will be seen that war and strong drink 

have sent nearly one-thiTd of the human race to a 
premature grave.

THE DOOM OF OUR WORLD,
What this change is to be we do not even con

jecture; but we see in the heavens themselves 
some traces of destructive elements, and some 
indications of their power. The fragments of 
broken planets, the descent of meteoric stonés 
upon the globe, the wheeling comets welding their 
loose materials at the solar surface, the volcanic 
eruptions on our own satellite, the appearance of 
new stars, and the disappearance of others, are all 
foreshadows of that impending convulsion to 
which the system of the world is doomed. Thus 
placed on a planet which is to be burned up, and 
under heavens which are to pass away; thus 
treading, as it were, on the cemeteries, and dwell

AN INTERESTING INQIUKKU.
As the chiefs, the wives of the king and others 

of his retinue, were about to set off to follow him, 
we had the pleasure of seeing an early indication 
of religious concern in the case of John II. He 
had swum off to the king’s boat, as lie embarked 
from Honolulu, and crossed the channel with him 
to Kauai, and was now required to follow him, 
though he desired to stay to pursue his studies 
with 11s. Before leaving Kauai he came to me, 
and, in his pleasant, confiding way, said, “ 1 am 
come near to going away from you. I want you 
to pray with me first.’’ Taking him to my room, 
we kneeled down together; and I commended 
the dear youth to the earc of the. great Jehovah 
and to the word of his grace. Being in turn re
quested to pray with me. he replied modestly, u I 
do not know how to use the words; but I pray 
in my thoughts.” “ God can understand your 
thoughts,” ! added, “ when your words ate few or 
broken, or even without words; but it is well To 
express your thoughts sometimes in words.” After 
a little reflection, he kneeled with me again, and 
in an earnest, child-like manner, offered a short 
prayer of this import:—“ Our Father in heaven, 
we love thee. We desire thee to take care of us. 
Take care of the king and all the queens. Make 
all the people good. Take care of the land. 
Make the devils give it up. Wc thank thee that 
the missionaries come here. Take good care of 
the messionaries here and at Oahu, and of all good 
people. May we go to heaven ! Amen.” Such 
were at that period the lispings of this youthful 
pupil, once a heathen lad of some rank, intrusted 
with the lighting of the king’s pipe, and who at 
length became an able counselor in the affairs of 
state, and an eloquent advocate of the cause of 
Christ.—Bingham's Residence at the Sandwich 
■Islands.

SACRIFCE OF A  L IT T L E  GIRL.
When Mr. Clark and Dr. Perrin visited West 

Africa for the first time, they heard of a little girl, 
at a certain place, whom the u fetish men 15 had 
completely in their power. She had been carried 
off by them; and 011 her attaining to the age of 
six or seven years, they had asked leave of the 
king to offer her in sacrifice, on the shore of the 
river, to make the water deeper, and thus to in
crease its commercial advantages. As the king 
was opposed to this, the child was instructed by 
the fetish men, for many years, to play a part 
that was far from being honest. She ran through 
the streets, having a long stick in her hand, and 
followed by two or more slaves belonging to her 
masters. Everything that she touched was re
garded thenceforth as sacred; and it was, therefore, 
taken away by those who accompanied her. All 
was confusion along her pathway; for the moment 
she made her appearance the people fled in every 
direction, carrying their goods with them, through 
fear that she would touch them with her rod. Du
ring many years she was a terror to the inhabit
ants.

She had been told that she was to be thrown 
into the river, that she might go to a happy coun
try, where she would have a great house, with 
numerous slaves, rich dresses and pearls, in a word, 
all that she could desrie. She was also assured 
that she would not experience any suffering when 
they should drown her; but that, on the contrary, 
she would find herself happier and happier, the 
deeper she sunk in the water. At length, when 
she had reached the age of eleven years, the king 
gave the fetish men leaVe to drown the poor girl; 
and they threw her into the river, a sacrifice to 
the god of the stream. Thank God, dear children, 
that you. were not born in Africa !—Le P etit Mes- 
sager des Missions.
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ROMISH AM) PROTESTANT MISSIONARIES.
Dr. House, a missionary of the Presbyterian Board, 

writing from Siam, says,—

A s to our neighbors, the  F rench  m issionaries  
o f the  R om ish  faith, o f  w h om  there are eigh t resi
dent in  B angkok , w e  com e seldom  or never in 
contact w ith  them . T h e opinion that is held  o f  
their  labors b y  the m ore thinking m en  in the k in g
dom  m ay perhaps be learned from  a conversation  
the Rom an C atholic B ishop  had not long ago with  
tbe Pra N ai W a i, on e o f  the m ost in te lligen t and 
influential noblem en in Siam . T h e  bishop had 
b een  urging him  to becom e a R om ish  Christian. 
“ W h y  should I ?” replied  th e  P ra N ai W ai. “ Y ou r  
people have been  tw o hundred years in our coun
try, and w hat h ave y o u  done for u s ; y o u  have 
taught n o th in g ; you  h ave g iven  us no b o o k s; all 
w e have learned from yo u  is to drink lou (sp irits.) 
But th ese  A m erican  m issionaries, th ey  have been  
here on ly  a little  w h ile , and th ey  have taught us  
their la n g u a g e; they have taught u s s c ie n c e ; th ey  
h ave given us b o o k s; and if  w e  w ant to know  
anyth ing, w e  go to them.

REV. MR, RO BERTS— CHINESE PROCLAM A
TION.

By the C hina m ail som e interesting m issionary  
in te lligen ce h as been received  respecting Mr. 
R oberts and the late Mr. L ow rie. I t  appears that 
the form er has been tw ice  exp osed  to the indig
nation o f  a mob, and his furniture and effects car
ried off. It is gratify ing to find that hereafter the  
A m erican  m issionaries w ill be protected by the  
authorities, and allowed to preach in their chapels. 
T h e acting m agistrate o f  P w an -yu  has published  
the fo llow in g  proclam ation respecting  the attack  
upon Mr. R o b erts:—

“ Whereas an American, named Roberts, having erects 
ed and established, a Christian or eabbath-day meeting
house, for the purpose o f explaining the Scriptures and 
reforming the wicked, it appear« that, some time ago, 
a number of the rabble endeavored, by force, to obtain 
money from him ; but their demand not being complied 
with, they made a great disturbance, smashing all the 
doors, windows, chairs, and tables, and carried off all his 
clothes and effects: I, the magistrate, have already in
quired into the matter, and have apprehended Le-a Shang 
and eleven others, who will generally be prosecuted, as is 
on record.”

T h e  m agistrate g oes on to say  that h e  has exa
m ined  “ this Roberts,” and that he explains the  
Scriptures, and exhorts to good actions; that ail 
w h o d esire to hear him  can do so  q u ie tly ; but if 
any dare to oppose, “ such persons will be appre
hended, and se v ere  punishm ent w ill fo llow .”

T h e  C h e-K ean g authorities h ave traced the  
m urderers o f  the late R ev. Mr. L ow rie, A m erican  
m issionary, w h o, about three m onths ago, w as 
killed by pirates in the bay o f  H ang Chau.— Nr.to- 
York Tribune.

THE SOUL A N D  THE SAVIOUR.

T h e soul is that unseen  som eth ing  w hich  thinks, 
and hopes, and fears, and loves. M y body is but 
“ the earthly h ou se  ” o f  th is death less spirit. T h e  
soul is “ Me.” B efore sin  found its w ay to man, 
the book o f G od tells us, h e  w as a “ liv ing  soul.” 
B ut w h en  sin  m ade its hom e in h is heart, every  
good desire died. T h e  soul becam e dead tow ard  
God. A nd d y in g  sou ls are now  to be found all 
over our world. W h at a sigh t for angels to look  
o n ! Y et, m uch as those bright beings m ay pity, 
they  cannot redeem  the soul. T h ere  is but one  
w h o can. T hat one is “ the Son  o f  G od,”—-the 
Saviour o f the w orld. B y  h is  Spirit the soul is 
m ade alive j and its new -born pow ers at once are 
given  to h is serv ice. T h is  plan o f saving the soul 
is the “ good p ew s ” o f the gospel. A nd it is “ good 
n e w s ” for all. B ut there are m illions w h o have 
not, to this d ay , heard o f  the Saviour. They are 
dying. W h o  w ould not wish to save their sou ls  
from  death 1— J u v. M is . M a g .

NO EFFORTS TO DO GOOD ARE LOST.
I  have heard o f  som e seed s w h ich  w ill sleep  

in the earth for ages, and i  have heard ^  the  
y o u n g  o f  certa in  iusects w hich, lie  in a state like  
death for e ig h ty  years together, and yet, w hen  
the  hand that scattered the seed  had been m ingled  
w ith thte dust, and w h en  the in sect that had depo
sited the yo u n g  had ended its flig h t for genera
tions, the  seed  w ould com e forth a forest o f  m ighty  
trees, and the slum bering insect w ou ld  w ake to 
life, and becom e the m other o f an end less m ulti
tude. A nd so  it m ay be with us. W e  are scat
tering the seed s o f  k now ledge, and p iety , and 
im m ortality ; but w e  se e  not the seed  spring forth. 
Our instructions seem  to be forgo tten ; the fruits 
o f our liberality  seem  to have perished; and our  
favors seem  to h ave been  in vain. B ut be o f good  
cou rage; the  seed is still in the earth undecayed , 
and the tim e w ill com e w hen  it shall spring forth 
and y ield  a plentiful harvest. I t  is w atched over  
by the God o f  heaven , and not a seed  shall perish. 
T h e  hand that scattered m ay be w ithered, but the  
seed itse lf  shall sw ell, and send forth Us germ , 
and becom e a  tree. T h e  v o ice 'th a t uttered the  
serm on m ay be silen t ; but others that received  
the truth shall com e forth and declare it afresh to 
the generations that are y e t  unborn.

MISSIONARY ADVOCATE.

NEW -YORK, APRIL, 1848.

OUR FO U R TH  VOLUME.
This number commences the fourth volume of the 

Missionary Advocate. A s it has now been in existence 
three years, with an average circulation of nearly twenty 
thousand copies, it would hardly seem necessary to say 
anything in addition to editorial remarks heretofore made 
respecting the merits or claims of this periodical. We 
will only say, that we are more and more convinced that 
the paper should be sustained, with vastly increased in
terest and vigor, for the following, as well as for other, 
reasons:—

1. It is the only paper published under the patronage 
of the M. E. Church, exclusively devoted to the promo
tion of the missionary enterprise.

2 . I t  is essential to the advancement of the missionary 
cause that missionary intelligence shonld be extensively 
circulated among-our people. Their missionary sympa
thies and efforts cannot be reasonably expected to ex 
ceed their knowledge of the claims upon them, and the 
arguments and motives by which these claims are 
enforced.

3- As the Missionary Advocate is published under the 
auspices of the Parent Society, and edited by its Corres
ponding Secretary, it must be supposed to possess some 
advantages in relation to the most recent intelligence 
from onr missions over our other church periodicals. -

4 . The plan of tbe paper, abounding as it does with 
short articles on various aspects of the missionary enter
prise, gives it an admirable adaptation to the wants of 
the church, and should be its passport into every family 
embraced within its limits.

5 . Tbe numerous articles with which it abounds, 
adapted to the capacities of juveniles and sabbath-school 
children, and so well calculated to inspire in their youth
ful breasts true missionary sympathies, render it  a most 
suitable paper to be introduced into all our sabbath 
schools. And as it contemplates the advocacy of Chris
tian missions almost exclusively, it could not possibly 
interfere with the circulation o f the Sunday-School 
Advocate.

6. Another reason for its more general circulation is, 
that, without it, or some suitable substitute for it, thou
sands of our people will remain ignorant, in a good de
gree, o f what is transpiring in the church for the conver
sion of the world, and of the imperative claims of heathen 
men upon their active sympathies.

7. By the Discipline of the church it is made the duty 
of the preachers to “ establish mimanary prayer meetings? 
within their respective j lw g e g , “ for the j n -o m ^ n  of

the cause.” A s these meetings are usually held monthly, 
at which time the latest missionary intelligence is, or 
should be read, our paper, from its character and size, 
is admirably adapted to these interesting occasions.

8. Beyond, and paramount to, all the above consider
ations, every Christian is bound, by the constraining love 
of Christ, and by his last command, to do all he possibly 
can, directly and indirectly, personally, and through such 
instrumentalities as he may be able, to some extent, to 
direct and control, to snstain and further the efforts for 
the recovery of the world to God.

9. Our little Advocate is sent out upon an embassy of 
love; it goes forth to plead the cause of the hundreds of 
millions of perishing heathen on whom the light of the 
gospel has never shone; it identifies itself with the inte
rests of the racc, the world-wide range of the atonement, 
and the far-reaching designs of infinite mercy. How 
strong this argument for a more extensive patronage I

10. Tbe cheapness of the paper is another strong reason 
for its increased circulation. Few societies are so poor 
as not to be able to raise one dollar for the circulation of 
a missionary periodical among them ; and that small sum 
will pay for eight copies of the Missionary Advocate; 
while any person can be supplied with a single copy, by 
mail, for the sum of only twenty-five cents per year.

Many other reasons might be urged to induce the pas
tors and members of our churches to act as agents for 
the enlargement of our subscription lis t; but if tbe above" 
fail to produce the desired effect, others would probably 
prove equally inefficient. It will be our part to labor on, 
hoping for the best, and leaving others to settle their 
own responsibilities.

GERMAN MISSION APPOINTMENTS.
Cincinnati District—P. Scbnuclcer, P . E. 

Cincinnati, George Dancker.
Cincinnati, first mission, John H. Barth.
Cincinnati, second mission, to be supplied.
Dayton mission, John Bier.
Sidney mission, John M. Hofer.
Fort Wayne mission, Charles Schelper.
Detroit mission, John M. Hartmann.
Ann Arbor mission, John H. Seddelmeyer.
St. Joseph mission, to be supplied.

Pittsburgh District— C. H. Doering, P . E. 
Pittsburgh and Alleghany mission, John N. Mulfinger, 

Louis Nippert 
Wheeling mission, George A. Breunig.
Captina mission, Henry Koch.
Malaga mission, Henry Henke.
Buekhill mission, to be supplied.
Marietta mission, Paul Brodbeck.
Chester mission, Adam Klein.
Portsmouth mission, Henry Bahrenburg, Frederic Schi- 

meipfennig.
West Union mission, to be supplied.

Indiana District—John Kisling, P . E. 
Evansville and Mount Vernon mission, Christum Wyt- 

tenbach, John Strauch.v 
Boonsville mission, F . Heller, M. G. Busch.
Charleston mission, Frederic Jahnke.
Louisville station, William Ahrens.
Louisville mission, Jacob Rothweiler.
Madison mission, John Hoppen.
Rockford mission, Moses M’Lean.
Indianapols mission, Charles Bauer.
Laughery mission, Leonard Mulfinger.
Lawrencehurg mission, John Geyer.

North Ohio District—E . Rieiaenschneider, P- E. 
Colum bus and Circleville mission, Peter Wilkins, Adol

phus Kaetter.
i Delaware and Galion mission, Christopher Hoevner, 

Valentine Balduff.
Lower Sandusky mission, John Phetzing.
Defiance mission, Nicholas Ruhfer.
Angola mission, Conrad Gahn.
Allen Lima mission, B. F. Diemer, E m 6t Peters. 
Cleveland mission, Charles Helwig.

St. Louis District— Henry Kanelce, P . E .
North St. Louis mission, Philip Kuhl.
South St. Louis mission, Conrad Eisenmeyer. 
Manchester mission, Henry Homan.
Herman mission, John Keek.
Warren mission, Charles Koneke-
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St. Charles mission, Franz Horstman.
Monroe mission, to be supplied.
Perry mission, Charles Hollman.
Belleville mission, Henry F. Koneke.
Highland mission, Louis Kunz.
Versailles mission, Wm. Schreck, one to be supplied. 
Weston mission, Henry Hogrefe.
Chariton mission, W illiam Feigenbaum.
Jefferson City mission, HenryJDreyer.

Quincy District—Ludwig S. Jaeaby, P . E.
Qpincy mission, Sebastian Barth, IT. Kerkman.
Nauvoo mission. Wm. Bauermeister.
Des Moines mission, Peter Helwig.
Iowa mission, Jacob Haas.
Bloomington mission, John Plank,
Burlington mission, Wm. Hemminghouse, August Korf- 

hage.
Washington mission, John J . Huebner.
Beardstown mission, Thomas Shultz.
Mihvaukie mission, Casper Jost, Wm. Madlnng. 
Chicago mission, Philip Barth.
Jefferson mission, to be supplied.
Galena mission, Henry Nuelson.
Dubuque mission, John Mann.

Eastern German Missions.
Baltimore City mission, John Swahlen.
Philadelphia City mission, John C. Lyon.
Newark City mission, N. J., Thomas Stack.
W est Jersey mission, Andrew Schwartz.
New-York City mission, Adam Miller.
New-York Home mission, J. J. Graw.
Williamsburgh mission, N. J., E- H. Bubre.
Buffalo mission, N. Y., John Bauter.

LA T E PROM  AFRICA.

Arrival o f  the Liberia Packet—dietimi i f  brother Benham.
The Liberia Packet, Captain Goodmanson, arrived at 

North Point, below Baltimore, on the 1st o f March. She 
left Monrovia on the 9th of January, and was last from 
Sierra Leone, from which place she sailed on the 18th 
of the same month. Rev. J. B. Benham, the superintend- 
ent of the Liberia Mission, came passenger in her; and 
we are happy to be able, by announcing his safe arrival, 
to relieve the anxiety of many who feared, from the 
nnusual length of the passage, that the Packet had been 
lost.

T£he early period at which we are compelled to go to 
press prevented us from having an interview with bro
ther Benham previous to the printing of the present 
number of the Advocate. We hope, however, next 
month to lay before our readers some, interesting and 
valuable information in regard to the Liberia Mission, 
which we shall doubtless receive from the superintendent.

COMMUNICATIONS.

L E T T E R  FROM  REV. E. SPRINGER.
TO TH E CO RRESPO NDING 'SEC RETA RY  O F TH E  M ISSIO N 

ARY SO CIETY  O F TH E M. E. CHURCH.

D e a r  B r o t h e r ,—You recollect that, at the last ses
sion of the Rock River Annual Conference, I was 
appointed, to the charge of the Mihvaukie district.

This district extends over a section of country about 
forty miles wide and one hundred, and thirty or forty 
lo n g ; in reference to which I  have several things to say.

1 . In reference to the character of the country, itself. 
It is generally slightly undulating, and sometimes broken; 
for the most part timbered land: a part o f which is 
covered, with 4  heavy growth of beech, and maple, re
quiring great labor and expense in subduing. A  part 
is openings, and toward the western part these openings 
are interspersed with small prairies. The land is gene
rally of a very good quality, and tolerably well watered. 
There is considerable low, swampy land in some parts; 
some of which is covered with a thick growth of tama
rack. There are also a great many small lakes, varying 
from a few hundred to sevieral thousand acres. The 
water in these lakes is as clear and pure as spring wa
ter, and affords quite a variety of excellent fish.

These lakes are usually connected by small streams, 
■which' afford a moderate water power, with great facili

ties for improving them. Besides these, we have the 
MEwaukie, Cedar, Fox, Rock, Crawfish, Bark, Catfish, 
Wisconsin, and Baraboo Rivers, and some small streams 
of less note. ;

It is perhaps as healthy as any part of the north-west; 
and for fifty or sixty miles west of Mihvaukie there is 
but very little land subject to entry at government prices. ! 
This, in m y opinion, is unquestionably destined, at no j 
very distant day, to be a great nnd wealthy country.

2. As to the population, much might be said. There 
are, comparatively, butfew men of wealth. A  vast ma
jority came here with barely enough to purchase a small 
piece o f land at government price, and have been called 
to labor through many hardships and much privation in 
opening their.farms, and, at the same time, provide the 
actual necessaries of life for themselves and families: 
and consequently they h ave. had but little to contribute 
to the great benevolent enterprises of the day, or to sup
port thc.gospel among themselves.

- The population is divided between Americans, Eng
lish, Irish, Germans, Norwegians, and Swedes, with a 
few wandering aborigines, and perhaps a few from other 
parts of the world.

The great mass of the people are honest, industrious, 
and enterprising, and as generally intelligent as will be 
found anywhere. The idea that some of our friends 
down east entertain of the people out west, that they are 
ft community of gawkies, or ignoramuses, is all a hoax. 
There are as many, in proportion to the mass, who are 
truly intelligent, and perhaps more possessing real genius, 
than you will find in any other community to which you 
may go. It would be well for those who come west as 
school teacher? and ministers of the gospel to bear this 
in mind.

3, In reference to the religions aspect of the country,
I  remark, that, as the great object of most of the people 
in coming here was to make money and procure homes, 
the subject of religion has been greatly neglected. You 
can scarcely get into a company of a dozen persons with
out-finding one or more who were once, but are not now, 
members of some religious order. A  great proportion 
of these are Methodist backsliders.

There is a great deal of infidelity in this country. It 
present? itself in a variety of shades, from the vulgar 
Deist to the more refined Univei*6alist, Unitarian, and 
various grades of Pelagians, who, to a greater or less 
extent, deny human depravity, and consequently, essen
tially, the atonement.

Besides these, we have a large class that might be 
termed Nothingarians, who profess to ktiow or care but 
little about these things.

The Roman Catholics have quite a foo hold here, 
especially "among the Germans and Irish. There are 
but few Americans or English who affiliate with. them. 
A s far as I  am able to learn, there are but very few evan
gelical Christians among the Germans, Norwegians, or 
Swedes, in this country.

There is, at this time, in my opinion, as great an open
ing for doing good among the Germans here as there is 
anywhere in the west. And perhaps there is more press
ing need of adopting and carrying out efficient and ener
getic means here, at this time, than at any other place 
in the west.

The attention of Germany seems now to be directed 
specially to Wisconsin, and particularly to this part of 
the territory. There is scarcely a vessel, of any descrip
tion, that arrives here from the east, without having a 
greater or less number of German emigrants on board. 
A  great number of these settle in the vicinity of the lake, 
where whole townships of land are principally bought 
up and settled by them.

These bring along with them the religion which they 
were taught, and among them are settled the priests whom 
they received and -supportedin their own country. And 
their priests, I assure you, spare no pains, and their 
church at home no means, in maintaining their hold upon, 
and their control over, them. There is. however, I  am 
told by those who are capable of ascertaining the facts, 
an opening, and one too which should be immediately 
occupied by us, for introducing evangelical Christianity 
among these people to advantage. I ask, then, shall we 
not at onee step in, in the name of the Lord, and occupy 
the-ground? Let the church respond, Yes. God will 
sanction it, and the work will be done.

My own opinion is, that instead of two or three mission
aries iimong these people here, we should have six or

eight active, zealous brethren, who could be with them 
and among them, as are their priests. And until this 
is done, the church, in my opinion, will be behind her 
duty.

One thing more in reference to this subject. The 
brethren who are here are cut short in their usefulness, 
to an incalculable degree, by the want of a suitable placo 
of worship; for in this city, (Mihvaukie,) where tlicro 
are hundreds of Germans, our missionaries have no place 
to which to invite their countrymen to hear the word of  
life; except a small house, a part of which is occupied by 
the missionary as a dwelling, and which will not hold 
over one hundred persons; This is truly a serious mis
fortune. Our German brethren have procured a lot on 
which to erect a house*, but, for the want of means, they 
cannot go on. And, until they can get a house, they can 
do but little in this place.

Now, my dear brother, if  I knew how to write or speak 
so as to produce emotions which my soul feels on this 
subject, I  would do it. Interests, as high aa heaven, and 
as important as man’s salvation, demand the most prompt 
and efficient action. Does the heathen empire of China 
move our sympathies, excite our zeal, and arouse our 
every feeling of philanthropy 1 Is the zeal of our whole 
Zion on tiptoe for the redemption of China 1 It is right. 
Y es; the very angels of heaven are doubtless gazing, 
with eager intensity, on the scene. But, my brother, let 
me say to you, and through you to the church, that our 
God has delivered up these German people into our 
hands. True, they profess to be Christians; but still, 
with superstitious reverence, they bow down to the image 
of Christ, the Virgin Mary, and other saints, and to the 
crucifix and wafer god. Shall we, as a church, suffer 
those whom God has thus delivered into our hands, to 
escape T My heart sayr-, No. And let all the church 
respond, A m enl No, my brother; because they aro 
among us their case is none the less important. Upon 
the present effort depend, in a great measure, the future 
prospects of the German Methodist Episcopal Church in 
this city and in this country; for German Methodism in 
Milwáukie will give tone to German Methodism through
out a great portion of this territory.

Now let me ask, Are there not scores of our brethren 
in New-York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Cin
cinnati, and many other places throughout the north, 
east, west, and south, who would like to take hold, and 
appropriate of the abundance with which the Lord has 
blessed them, to help our German brethren in this city 
to erect a temple for the Lord ? Brethren, men of Israel, 
help, and help now ! Let ns have one united and vigor
ous effort, and the work will be speedily accomplished. 
Any sums of money that may be sent for the above- 
named purpose, can be directed to Rev. Casper Jost, the 
German M. E. missionary at this place (Mihvaukie, W  
T.) or to myself.

Yours, iñ the bonds of a peaceful gospel,
E. Springer .

Mihvaukie, Jan. 7, 1848-

LETT ER  FROM BRO TH ER J. KISLING.

TO TH E CORRESPONDING SEC RETA RY  OF TH E  M ISSIO N 
ARY SO CIETY OF TH E M. E . CHURCH.

D e a r  B r o t h e r ,—I wish to let you know that the 
work of God is still prospering on the Indiana German 
district. I  left home for the lower part of my work 
on the 22d of September, and returned again the 16th of 
November, during which time I  traveled eight hundred 
and fifty miles, and preached thirty-two sermons, baptized 
twenty-one children,administered the sacramcntin seven 
congregations; sixty-two were received into the church, 
the most o f  whom professed converting grace. The dis
trict has also increased in property. Two good par
sonages have been secured, one newly built, and the 
other with a lot atid 6table bough t for that purpose. On 
the 7 th of November the new brick chnrch in Madison, 
thirty-five by fifty feet, completely finished, was dedi
cated to the service of God, on which occasion one hun
dred and fifty-one dollax-s were collected toward paying 
for it. The house and lot cost two thousand dollars, 
and the debt remaining is about six hundred dollars,

I  may also notice the cases of a few converted Catho
lics. In Jeffersonville, just as I  was commencing the 
sacramental service, a man came to me in an apparent 
ecstasy of joy, seized me by the hand, and said that God 
had converted his sonl. I  knew not the man, and from
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his actions and appearance, I  feared fee was intoxicated, 
and, therefore, treated him with some reserve; but; in the 
love-feast at three o ’clock, he arose hud informed us that: 
God hud converted his wife under brother Heller’s preach
ing, and that she had since died happy. He also said 
she had made him promise to go to Methodist meeting, 
and try to get good religion, and meet her in heaven. 
He had come to meeting, he said, to seek religion; but 
would not put.up with a Methodist family, feiuiug they 
would make a Methodist of him. But the people where 
he put up swore at him and abused him so much that 
lie desired to go home: he felt so bad that he believed 
lie must die, and knew if he did he could not go to hea
ven. He therefore resolved to go to meeting, and pray 
to  God to make him right;, and while -he was there, the 
preacher remarked, “ The blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth 
from all sin.” He thanked God, and said within him
self, “ If the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin. 
it can cleanse me.” That moment God converted his 
soul. He joined the church, and it now enjoying the 
comforts of religion, and praying that God may open 
the uoor of faith to his brethren also.

A  woman near Evansville was also converted, and 
joined our church. Her mother came to see ie r , and 
endeavored to induce her to return to the Catholic Church, 
using fdl the threats and promises she could think o f; 
after listening to which, the daughter related her expe
rience. Her mother then asked her what was the differ
ence between the Catholic and Methodist religion. She 
replied. The Catholic religion was of men, and the Me
thodist religion was of God: that the Catholics must do 
what die priest commanded, and the Methodists what God 
commanded. Her mother then accused her with pour
ing, contempt upon the religion of her fathers. “ Well,” 
said the daughter,£' I  have tried both; and when I  was 
confirmed in the Catholic Church, J  was told that the 
priest would confer on me the Holy Ghost; but I  felt 
nothing but the priest's oil, and was as much inclined to 
sinful pleasure as before. When I confessed to the priest, 
he pardoned" m e; but I  felt as guilty and as wicked be
fore God as ever. When I  went to the sacrament,! was 
told that the bread was Jesus Christ, and that the priest 
offer*! him to God for me; he made me prav to the 
bread, and then cat it, and then assured me I  was a 
good Christian. But when I went to Methodist meeting, 
and heard God’s word, I  felt myself a sinner nnforgiven. 
I  then confessed m y sins to God, and looked to him for 
pardon through Christ. He forgave me all my sins, ; 
anointed me with his Holy Spirit, and filled my heart 
with love to God and man. When I  went to the sacra
ment, among the Methodist», my soul was feasted with 
the bread of life. When I read the Scriptures, I found 
that my experience agreed with the Bible. And now, 
mother, the Scripture nowhere says that the priest can 
give any one the Holy Spirit; but it does say that God 
will give his Holy Spirit to them that ask h im ; and I  
know that his love is within my heart, which enables me, 
not only to love Christ, but to love yon more than I  have 
ever done before.”

The mother staid all night, and in the morning they 
parted in tears. A  few days afterward the daughter was 
sent far in haste; hut when she arrived she found her 
mother a corpse. She was informed, however, that, 
among the last words o f her mother^ she said that the 
Methodist religion was right, and that she hoped to meet 
her daughter in heaven.

J o h n  K i  s l in g .
November 22 , 1847.

EAG LE R IV E R  MISSION.
TO T H E  CO RR ESPO N D IN G  SECRETARY OF T H E  M ISSIO N 

ARY SO CIETY  O F T H E  M. E . CHURCH.

Dt;A.R B r o t h e r ,—I  suppose this station is recognized 
as a missionary station, although I  have not been defi
nitely informed that sach is the &ct. The principal in
telligence I  received previous to onr removal from the 
Kewawenon Mission was, that our appointment was 
among the miners. This being at least supposed to be 
the case, I am induced to trouble you with a few partic
ulars respecting this charge.

It was the last of October before intelligence reached 
us that we were appointed to labor here, and this was 
not direct, but third or fourth handed. Late as it was 
to cast ourselves on the stormy hillowsof Lake Superior, 
we immediately, without conferring with flesh and blopd,

got everything in readiness to lea ve in  the schooner Fur 
Trader, which was then every day expected in our bay, 
bosnd for Foint Kewenaw. It was not until the 10th 
of November that the Fur Trader came in sight. That 
night brother P . O. Johnson and wife arrived at the Ke
wawenon Mission, from Bad River, Lake Superior, in a 
bark canoe, to take our place. November the 11th the 
Fur Trader came to anchor, and brought us the first word 
direct from conference. But we were much disappointed 
to leam that the schooner had been driven Out of her 
course—had been at those places on the Point where 
business called her, and was on her way to the Sault St. 
Marie. Now we must either not go, or must coast awhile. 
The former we could not well do., as provisions were 
not to be had at L ’Anse, nor could a house be obtained 
for my family. The latter could not be undertaken with
out hazard. But we resolved, with the blessing of God, 
at least to do all in our power to reach our new field. 
After several perplexing disappointments, we succeeded 
in getting a large bark canoe, and hands, and all the 
etceteras for our journey. Our goods, books, &c., already 
packed up, must be unpacked, and put in a different 
shape, and the bare mdispensablts taken, and the heavier 
articles, however needful, left till the opening of naviga
tion. November 16th we took our leave of Kewawenon 
Mission, missionaries. Indians, - &c., in a bark canoe. 
Passengers and crew consisted of six souls—Mrs. P., her 
aged father, myself and daughter, besides two robust 
voyagers, who signalized themselves by activity and 
fidelity. W e were four days in reaching Eagle River— 
a. remarkably short and prosperous voyage, for which 
we owe our gratitude to an overruling Providence. I  
must not enter into particulars respecting this journey, 
further than to say, that the second day we found our 
way blockaded, for some distance, with ice in Portage 
River, through which we succeeded in breaking after 
laboring hard for nearly two hours. A t the head of-the 
river we were under the necessity of literally forcing our 
canoe through stiff mud and mire, for forty or fifty rods." 
This being accomplished, it remained for us to wade a 
half mile through a tamarac marsh, and carryover all 
our effects. A s night was drawing near, so soon as we 
reached terra Jirma, we pitched onr tent, and rendered 
ourselves as comfortable as we could; meanwhile snow 
was falling at a rapid rate. On the morning of the 18th 
the ground was covered with snow to the depth of about 
three inches, the wind from the north-east blowing most 
dismally, and the surges from the main lake, dashing 
against the shore, resounded like the roar of distant 
thunder. Here we were detained, a mile from the shore, 
until the next morning, when, to our agreeable surprise, 
the wind had died away, and the lake was calmed down. 
A t eleven o’clock in the morning we had all things over 
the Portage, launched our fragile bark, and at night 1 anded 
safely at Eagle River, from which our station derives 
its name.

Our residence is at the Cliff mine. There are not so- 
many persons on Point Kewenaw this winter as last; 
and the only point where there is now a prospect o f  per
manent, good is at this mine and vicinity. Since our 
arrival I have been once round the Point; but was 
able to collect a congregation at no place except Copper 
Harbor, where I spent a sabbath, and preached three 
times to about twenty-six persons, who heard the word 
with attention, and were solicitous to have preaching as 
often as possible. Being earnestly solicited to teach a 
school at the Cliff, and looking on the field around, for 
immediate usefulness, as being circumscribed, I  have 
consented to do so, at least till the opening of spring. 
I  commenced last week with six scholars, which number 
has increased to nineteen, eight of whom are grown per
sons, twenty or thirty years of age. Some of them are 
Cornish miners, who -are mostly quite illiterate; some 
are Germans, tolerably well educated in -their own lan
guage, but desirous of acquiring a knowledge of the 
English. B y the way, I should be glad to distribute a 
few copies o f the German Apologist among this people, 
i f  they could be sent to us. The effect might be salu
tary, and some might be induced to become regular 
subscribers. * .

W e have here a class of ten members, who appear to 
be prospering in the divine life. We hope to have this 
small ;nnmber increased. There is, I think, a growing 
interest manifested in the public worship of God; But 
our sky is not without clouds. Intemperance blunts the 
feelings of many, and closes up the avenues of, good.

Infidelity, not avowedly, but in reality, has a strong hold 
on the sympathies of a large portion of the most influen
tial men. The love of the world closes many hearts 
against the love of Christ. But here is; beyond all dis
pute, one of the richest, if  not the richest, mines in the 
world. A  large number of miners must before long re
side here. The standard of the cross, already lifted up, 
will, we trust, yet gather around it multitudes of re
deemed souls. May the Lord hasten it in due tiine!

Affectionately yours,
J. H. P i t e z e l .

Michigan, Jan. 17,1848.

O BITU A R Y  NOTICE.
The Rev. Charles Bremer, German missionary of New- 

Orleans, was bom in Germany, in the kingdom of Prussia, 
September 19, 1816, and emigrated to America in 1837, 
landing in this city, where he remained till "his death. 
He became acquainted with the Pietists in-Germany, 
and through the influence of a pious sister became a sub
ject of the saving grace of God. When he came to this 
city, he, with a few more serious young men, all members 
of the Lutheran Church, united in a private prayer meet
ing, to which was afterward added a young brother from 
the Cincinnati German Mission. They continued their 
prayer meeting till some others were awakened and con
verted, and their numbers increased. The Lutheran 
preacher appeared, at first, favorable to their prayer 
m eeting; but, after awhile, they discovered his hypocrisy, 
and left him. They now stood alone. About this time 
death invaded this little band, and brother Mowry, the 
member from Cincinnati, died triumphantly in the Lord. 
Brother Bremer and brother Peters visited, me about this 
time in Louisville, and we enjoyed an hour of sweet 
communion with God in prayer. The destitute situation 
of these brethren was made known to Bishop Roberts, 
of blessed memory, and he sent me to visit them. I  
found them, not as lost sheep, but still without a shep
herd. While I  was here we had no place of worship; 
we therefore united with bro. Langarl, and commenced 
a protracted 'meeting in the English Church, which lasted 
eighteen days ; during this time we had many conver
sions, and bro. Limgarl added sixty-two to his church, 
and I formed the first German class here, I soon dis
covered that brother Bremer had grace and gifts, and I  
made him classleader, and in two weeks exhorter, and 
before I  left gave him license to preach, and left him in 
charge of the little flock. I  gave him all the instruction 
I  could, and enjoined upon him to read and study the 
New Testament prayerfully on his knees. He was teach
able and obedient, and we have few'better preachers in 
the German work now than he was He was instru
mental in the conversion of hundreds, and laid the found
ation of three German missions here. Although the 
grace of God found him in Germany, he obtained foil 
redemption through the blood of Christ in this city. He" 
was an uncommonly energetic preacher, and a good 
pastor. May his mantle fall upon his son in the gospel 
here! He is the second German Methodist missionary 
who has been called to his reward, and none but the 
Lord can supply his place. He died, happy in the Lord, 
Nov. 14, 1847, of consumption, in his thirty-second year, 
and left a beloved wife and two children, and the whole 
mission, to mourn their loss, which was his gain.

It was made m y painful duty to preach the funeral 
sermon of my beloved son in the gospel, which I did on 
sabbath morning, 16th instant, from Psalm cxxvi, 5, 6.

Peace be to thy ashes, beloved brother! W e soon 
shall meet to part no more.

When the great day of God shall come 
To call his ransomed children home,
On Zion’s Mount we. then shall stand,
And join the. bright angelic band.

P , SCHMCCKER.
New-Orleans, Jan. 17, 1848.

HORRORS OF W AR.

A  correspondent of the Baltimore Sun, writing 
from the castle of Perote, Mexico, says, “ Twelve 
hundred have fallen victiins of disease since I  
have been in the castle. I have frequently seen 
ten and fifteen bodies taken out in a wagou, tum
bled uH<? the gully, aad covered up together,”
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J U V E N IL E  DEPARTMENT.
From the (London) Missionary Repository.

A  MISSIONARY’S JOURNEY TO INDIA.
I. CAIRO.-

There are two ways of going to India, one by 
sea, and one by land. The way by sea you can 
tell me, I dare say: down by the Atlantic Ocean, 
beside the western coast of Africa, round the Cape 
of Good Hope, and then up through the Indian 
Ocean, to Hindostan.

A missionary who went to India a little time 
ago, did not go this way, but took the journey 
overland. Would you like to know the way he 
went, and to hear a little about his journey ? 
Those of you who have atlases, must pull them 
out, and let your little finger take a journey after 
him to India, upon the map. It will be a very 
safe, a very short, and, I  hope, a very pleasant, 
journey.

First, he crossed the Straits of Dover to France, 
and traveled through France and Italy to Malta. 
Now for a steain-ship, and let your little finger 
have a sail from Malta to Alexandria in Egypt. 
This sail took the missionary four days. It will 
not take you so long.

As soon as the missionary landed in Egypt, he 
was shocked to see the people looking very wretch
ed and degraded. They seemed hardly better 
than beasts. Some donkey-drivers came up to 
him to offer to take him where he wanted; and 
they crowded upon him in such numbers that he 
was almost stifled. At last a stout man came with 
a stout stick, and laid it very heavily on the bare 
backs of men and donkies, so that they were glad 
to scamper off as fast as they could. This is the 
Egyptian fashion of getting people to do as they 
are bid, to beat them; just as if they had no under
standing, but must be treated like beasts. If you 
laok in your Bibles, you will find it written that 
Egy pt should become “ the basest of the king
doms.” Ezekiel xxix, 15. That prophecy is npw 
fulfilled.

The next day the travelers (for the missionary 
was not alone) left Alexandria for Atfeh, by the 
canal, which has been cut by the pacha. This 
canal was dug in the year 1824, entirely by the 
hands of the miserable workmen. No spade or 
hoe was used, for the pacha said he would not 
have the expense of such things. How cruel! 
Think of poor men digging a canal with their 
hands! It is forty miles long. Six thousand 
persons died from doing it.

What makes Egypt so wretched a country?'It 
is because it has not the light of God’s blessed 
word shining upon it.

From Atfeh the travelers sailed down the Nile to 
Cairo. Would you not like to sail down the Nile, 
and look out upon the broad waters, on the mar- 
giu of which, among the bulrushes, Pharaoh’s 
daughter found the little child, who afterward be
came the deliverer of Israel? You know the 
name of the child.

The streets in Cairo are dirty and narrow; so 
narrow that yon could easily creep from the high
est windows on one side of the street, in at those 
on the other side. Wherever you turn your eye 
you see ruins, ruins. The houses are falling to 
pieces. They are built of mud, which crumbles 
in the sun. Yet these narrow lanes and streets 
are filled with bustling passengers; the bazaars, 
or shops, are thronged with buyers"and sellers; 
and a great deal of business seems going on.

The travelers went one day to the citadel, to 
catch a glimpse of Mohammed Ali, the pacha. 
He is one of the most remarkable men o f his age. 
He has risen from being a seller of tobacco, to be
come the governor of Egypt; and though nomi
nally subject to the sultan of Constantinople, is 
all but independent. He looked a little, feeble 
old mail.

Then a day was fixed for visitjug the pyramids. 
“ Bery good ” donkies, as their owners called them, 
were engaged to, convey the travelers. It was

the time o f the overflowing of the Nile. The 
waters were gradually subsiding. In some places 
they had already left the land bare; and in these 
places, to the very edge of the waters, the natives 
were busily employed, some digging, some sow
ing, and some slightly raking the rich black soil. 
The whole scene was very strange. Out of broad 
sheets of water rose forests of date-trees. Towns 
were changed into islands, to which the people 
were wading, and sometimes swimming. Here 
were fields of Indian corn growing in the water. 
There were fishermen casting in their nets for fish. 
The pyramids of Gaza and Sakhara rose majes
tically in the distance into the sky.

I.must tell you next month what the mission
ary thought of the pyramids. So now, my little 
reader, you may rest awhile.

THE PEARL.
A PEItSI AX FABLK.

A  little particle of ram,
That from a passing cloud descended, 
W as heard thus-idly'to complain,—
“ My brief existence now is ended; 
Outcast alike of earth and sky,
Useless to live— unknown to die.”

It chanced to fall into the sea,
And there an open shell received i t ; 
And, after years, how rich was he 
Who from its prison house released it I 
That drop of rain had formed a gem 
Fit for a monarch’s diadem.

THE W O RSH IP OF FLOW ERS.

You have often, my young friends, been told 
about the various frightful objects which are wor
shiped by the poor heathen, and you have pro
bably wondered at their taste. But you must not 
suppose that they are never alive to a sense of 
what is beautiful—they can understand that some
times, as you will see by what I  am going to tell 
you. In some countries a superstitious venera
tion is paid to particular flowers, which can be 
traced years back in the religious observances of 
the Hindoos and Mexicans, and among the more 
enlightened Chinese. This flower-worship form
ed an important part of the Egyptian idolatry; 
and we are told that in former times some Euro
peans even looked upon some flowers as objects 
of veneration and reverence. ,

There is a tree growing in Mexico called Mac- 
palsiochiquankihl, a name which you'w ill be 
scarcely able to pronounce, but it signifies, hand- 
flower-tree, and is also called the M antas. This 
tree bears large flowers; and from the centre of 
each springs a kind of tube, something like an 
arm or wrist, and this breaks into five stamens of 
a blood-red color, looking very much like the fin
gers and thumb of a human hand. The very 
points of these vegetable fingers are curved, and 
resemble long talons or claws. It may therefore 
be easily imagined that a high and noble-looking 
tree, for such it is, apparently bearing thousands 
of human hands, was an object likely to excite 
the superstition, and even the terror, of the igno
rant.

The famous lotus-tree was also looked upon as 
sacred. Its flowers are most beautiful, either blue, 
white, yellow, or rose-colored; and they look very 
lovely as they float on the bosom of the water 
where they grow. The Hindoos considered it an 
emblem of the world, and the flower they called 
“ the cradle of Brahma.” An English gentleman 
was once dining at a town on the borders of the 
Ganges, and wishing very much to. examine the 
sacred flower, he sent some oThis servants to ga
ther one, and when they brought it in, immedi- 
diately all his Indian attendants fell down on their 
faces and "worshiped it.

The Malays have a more sordid flower-worship: 
They adore an imaginary flower of gold, "which 
they believe grows on their sacred fig-tree. They 
think it blossoms but once, arid, whoever is fortu

nate enough to gain it, becomes very wealthy. A 
Chinese soldier was once fortunate enough to 
find a large bunch of these priceless flowers, 
which he immediately deposited at the feet of the 
emperor. The emperor was overjoyed, thinking 
he had thus obtained boundless happiness and 
wealth, and immediately raised Ihe poor man to 
a high rank in the army. You, dear children, 
know better. As you walk in your gardens, admi
ring the lovely flowers that adorn them, you are 
not tempted to fall down and worship them, ex
quisite and beautiful as they are: but you should 
think of God who made them; antf you should 
think of and pity the Tar-distant heathen, and ask 
God to have mercy on them, and to be their father 
and their friend.— Miss. Repository.

From the Juvenile Missionary Magazine.

TH EY HOLD F A ST  DEC EIT.
“ But they are altogether brutish and foolish; their 

stock is a doctrine of vanities.”—Ji-:n. x, 8.

M y D ea r  C h il d r e n ,— When I was in India, a 
short time ago, my moonshee, or interpreter, came 
to me one morning, telling me that a great wonder 
had lately appeared in the town of Cuddapah, a 
large place about one hundred and sixty miles 
north-west of Madras. I inquired of him all the 
particulars respecting it, and found that a great 
box, placed on wheels, had been secretly brought 
to the town, by ccrtain men of the smith caste, 
who wished to deceive the people with lying 
wonders. The box contained an image of the 
goddess Kalee, who is supposed to have the power 
of inflicting ev il diseases on the people. It was 
reported by these men that the box had come all 
the way from Nagpore, a large town about six 
hundred miles north of Cuddapah, of itself, with
out anybody drawing it. The deluded Hindoos 
soon believed this lying report, and gathered 
around the box to do homage to the enshrined 
goddess.

They carried her many offerings, consisting of 
fruits, money, and even jewels. Many believed 
that if any man were so bold as to open the lid 
of the box, the goddeis would become enraged, 
and destroy them. One of our school-masters, 
who had become acquainted with the true God, 
and consequently did not fear "fins idol, went lo  
the person who had charge of the box, and offered 
to open it, believing this wonder only to be a 
device of certain wicked men to get money. 
Strange to say, his relatives would not allow him 
to try the power of the goddess, affirming that he 
would surely die if he did so. The wicked men 
who were interested in this worship, gave out, 
that if the people refused to present their offer
ings to the goddess, she would become enraged, 
and. destroy the inhabitants, by sending a pesti
lence among them. They also reported that, 
once a week, the goddess came out at midnight, 
and stood in front of the box with a sword in her 
hand, and should any one be so bold as to look at 
her steadfastly, he would vomit blood and die.

After staying a few days in the town of Cudda- 
pah, the box was carried away, with a great num
ber of offerings, of different kinds, to another town, 
to gather more jewels, and finally to return to its 
owners, richly laden with booty. It is well wor
thy of remark, that the- Brahmins, who are the 
professed teachers of the people, do not seek to 
deliver them from the bondage of such degrading 
superstitions; but rather encourage them than 
otherwise.

I dare say many of you will say to yourselves, 
after reading this story, “ I’m sure I should never 
have paid any offerings to that image, nor would 
I  have been afraid of its anger;” but permit me to 
say, that if you had been born and brought up 
among these poor, ignorant idolaters, you would 
have done this,-and many other foolish things 
too. Be thankful, then, my dear children, that 
you know better, and be more than ever zealous 
in helping forward the missionary cause, which 
aims at the destruction of all such degrading
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superstitions by sending to the heathen the glori
ous gospel of the blessed God. Wherever this 
great light cpmes, it will surely drive away the 
deep darkness of idolatry.

Finally, my dear children, pray for the heathen, 
that the Lord may open their eyes and bring them 
to a kno wledge of himself.

I  remain yours sincerely, 
Islington, Nero. 3,1847. A M iss io n a r y .

D O E S I T  COME FROM TH E H E A R T ?
The late Andrew Fuller usually spent several 

weeks in each year in visiting the churches and 
collecting money. On a certain occasion he called 
on a pious and benevolent nobleman. Having 
laid before him the operations of the mission in 
Hindostán, the progress of the translation of the 
Scriptures, and the call for aid, the nobleman 
handed him a guinea. Fuller, observing that it 
was bestowed with., an air of indifference, thus 
addressed him:—“ My lord, does this come from 
the h e a r t “ What  matter is that?” said the | 
nobleman; “ suppose it does not come from the j 
heart, it will answer your purpose as well. I f  you j 
get the money,,why do you care whether it comes ¡ 
from the heart or not?” “ Take it back—take it j 
back,” said the man of God; “ I  cannot take it. , 
My Lord and Master requires the heart. He w ill! 
not accept an offering unless it come from the I 
heart.” . “ Well, give it back,” said the nobleman; j 
“ it did not come from the heart.” So he took j 
the guinea, and stepping to his desk, he drew a j 
check on his banker for twenty pounds, and, hand-1 
ing it to Fuller, said, “ This comes from the heart. ! 
I love and honor the principles by which you are 
governed. I  love the Lord Jesus Christ and his 
cause, and know that no offering is acceptable to 
him, unless it  comes from  the h e a r t—Juvenile 
Missionary Herald.

" I AM  A F R A ID  TO K EEP IT .”
I witnessed a few days since the most perfect 

exemplification of the truth, “ Y e are not your 
own,” that I have ever been privileged to see. A  
German colporteur, who has sacrificed everything 
for the. cause of Christ -in laboring fpr his brethren, 
heard a sermon on the subject of self-denial and 
the consecration of all to God. At its close, he 
came to me and laid down his watch on the table, 
saying, “ I  give dat to d'e Society.” Knowing that 
he was not worth one dollar beyond the means 
o f  a living, I  refused to take it. “ No, my brother,” 
said I, “keep it; ’tis all you have that you can 
call your own.” “ No,” he replied, <! this is not 

m ine ; it  is the L ord’s, and so am J.” I still re
fused and remonstrated, urging that he needed it, 
and could labor more successfully by keeping the 
watch. “ Keep it!” he answered energetically, 
“ I  am afra id  to keep it  j  I promised a ll to the 
Lord, and I must—I want to give it to him.” I 
could not decline, and lifted the watch from the 
table.

The next day a faithful and successful minister 
of Jesus Christ, laboring himself on a stinted 
salary, -met the colporteur, and addressed him, 
“ Brother, have you a watch?” i;.No,” said he. 
“ Well, I have two; one of them I  give y o u ” 
“ But I  do not want one.” “ Yes, but you should 
have a watch, and you must take this; I cannot 
be refused.” “ I can do without,” -said the col
porteur, “and you can give this to the Tract So
ciety.” “ Very well,” said the minister, and hand
ed the second watch to me.

These two watches I  hold, subject to the order 
of the Tract Society.— Messenger.

TE X A S. . . '
The city of Houston has no theatre, but four 

evangelical churches. Galveston has s ix  evan
gelical churches, but no theatre. Texas is taking 
on honorable stand In morals, in advance of many 
e f  til« old states.

D R . CHALM ERS A N D  H IS DAUG H TER.
The Rev. Dr. Fletcher, of London^- having, 

preached with great acceptance to children in 
Glasgow, Dr. Chalmers invited him to breakfast 
on the following morning. After breakfast and 
family worship, Dr. Chalmers said to him, “ Sir, 
it was not an invitation founded on mere compli
ment, that I gave you last evening to meet with 
me this morning; nor was it to enjoy your con
versation. I  have a daughter who appears still to 
have no part or lot with the people of God. If 
there be any human instrumentality, under God, 
which can impress her mind, I  believe it must be 
wielded by yourself. I  will call her in ; and while 
you are speaking to her, an agonized fa th er w ill 
Jte speaking .to his God.”  The result was her 
hopeful conversion.

“ZION, WHOM NO M AN SEEK ETH  A FTER .” 
J e r e m ia h , x x s ,  17.

Scattered by God’s avenging hand,
Afflicted and forlorn.

Sad wanderers from their pleasant land,
D o Judah’s children mourn;

And e’eu in Christian countries, few 
Breathe thoughts of pity toward the Jew.

Yet listen, Christian, do you love 
The Bible's precious page ?

Then let your hearts with kindness move 
To Israel’s heritage.

Who traced those lines of love for you?
Each sacred writer was a Jew.

And then, as years and ages passed,
And nations rose and fell,—

Though clouds and darkness oft were cast 
O’er captive Israel,

The oracles of God, for you 
Were kept in safety by the Jew.

And though His own received him not,
And turned in pride away,

Whence is the Gentile’s happier lot?
A re you  more ju st than they 1 

No; God in pity turned to you*—
Have yon no pity for the Jew 1

Go, then, and bend your knee to pray 
For Israel’s ancient race;

Ask the Redeemer every day 
T o call them by his grace;

Go—for a debt of love is due 
From Christians to the suffering Jew.

TH E  SA V IO U R ’S BIRTH .

Isa ia h  ix , 2 , 6, 7.
The people that-in darkness lay,

Have seen a great, a glorious light :
For, lo 3 a Star hath crossed their way,

To. dissipate the gloom of night.

For unto us a Child is bom,
And unto> us a Son is given ;

Whose genial beams eclipse the mom,
Whose love descends as dew from heaven.

H e Wonderful shall called be ;
. His government shall never cease;
The everlasting Father he,

The mighty God, the Prince of peace. • ;

Upon thé throne of David he 
-Shall sit, Mid hold perpetual reign ;

Shall rule with truth and equity,
Till all the kingdoms he shall gain ;

Tül scattered tribes devotifly meet,
A nd pay their homage at his feet. A n o n .

SU PE R STITIO N  IN  IN DIA.

It may seem incredible, but it is undoubtedly 
true, that there now exists at the Marm&dilla Frank, 
in the middle o f the city and island of Bombay, 
British India, a human being who has inhabited 
a summer «house, and held on the palm of his left 
hand a heavy flower-pot for twenty-one years, 
without internii$s\0;n. The narrator of.this cir

cumstance, actually saw the hermit—for such he 
is called. The arm is completely sinew-bound 
and shriveled, the nails of his fingers nine inches 
long, and curved like the ta lonsof a bird. His 
beard nearly reaches to the ground when s la tt
ing erect.

While sitting, the man rests his elbow on his 
knee ; and when walking, he supports-itwith the 
other hand. His countenance indicates intelli
gence, and he once had very extensive possessions. 
All he now possesses is afew.rags around the mid
dle of his body, and a servant who is allowed to 
attend to his immediate wants, the pecuniary part 
of wh'ich is supplied by visitors.

Twenty-one years ago he lost caste by eating 
mutton, an indulgence totally forbidden in food, 
and was, consequently, condemned to hold for 
thirty.years a large flower-pot, filled with,earth, 
in which grows a sacred plant. Tolnse caste, and 
not be.able t<> take i t ,up again, according to tho 
superstitions of thWe deluded idolaters, is to incur 
the penalty of everlasting misery in a fu ture stale. 
What an example does this poor deluded creature 
afford of perseverance, zeal, courage,'and devo
tion, worthy even of the highest cause!" If he 
lives to redeem his caste, most likely lie will here
after be set apart .to''be worshiped as a god.—• 
Christian Reflector.

EVANGELIZING MEXICO.
Some of the Romish newspapers are evidently 

distressed at the attempt of Protestants to improve 
the spiritual condition of the Mexicans, through 
the agency of missionaries, and religious-books 
and tracts. One of them,'after enumerating the 
physical evils of the war, says, “ The Mexicans 
are now to be agitated by self-sent mis|ionaries, 
who swarm up from the unfathomable abyss;of 
private interpretation, and go forth, under the im
pulse of fanaticism or interest, to indoctrinate 
with their respective errors all who are weak or 
ignorant enough to receive their preaching as the 
gospel of Christ.” This note of alarm shows ap
prehension of success.

PR O TEST A N T M ISSIONS.

A  tabular statement, in the Foreign Missionary 
Chronicle for January, gives the whole number 
of foreign missionaries as follows :—North Ame
rican Indians, one hundred and five; Africa, two 
hundred and-thirty-six; Western Asia, ihirtyrone; 
India, three hundred and sixty-five; Ikirmah, 
Siam, thirty-three; China, fifty-four; South Sea 
Islands, one hundred and ten; W est Indies, three 
hundred and twenty-four; Greenland, thirty ; the 
Jews, fifty-seven ; total, 1345. Total assistant 
missionaries, ¿33; native assistants, 1958; com
municants, 174,4216; scholars, 122,542.

DEC REASE OF CATHOLIC PR IEST S.
T he Semeur. a religious paper at Paris, gives a 

statistical table, showing a very large decrease of 
the priesthood in various countries. In six of the 
s t a t e s  of Europe there has been, a diminution of 
no less than 855,000 Romish priests, monks, or 
nuns, within fifty years.
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