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Any person having old linen or cotton clothing to spare, 
w ill confer a favor by sending it to the Hospital. Articles of 
this kind are very much needed for dressing wounds after 
operations, and old sores.

Old Woollen clothing of any kind, if sent to the Hospital, 
w ill be given, in cold weather, 'to the poor and needy. Old 
carpets and blankets are very useful for covering. Much suf
fering may thus be prevented.



M I N U T E S
OF THE

Thirty Fifth Annual Meeting

OP THE

M E D I C A L  M I S S I O N A R Y  S O C I E T Y
IN C H I N A .

HE T h i r t y  F i f t h  A n n u a l M e e t in g  of this Society w as
held in Canton at the house of Messrs. Olyphant & Co., 

on Friday, January 30th, 1874.

Present.— Sir Brooke Eobertson, c.b., (in the chair), 
Messrs. F. Kleinwachter, G. Nye, Jr., Theo. Sampson, F. E. 
Talbot, T. B. Cunningham, E. C. Taintor, Esqs., F. Wong, 
m.d., Eevd. Messrs. J. Chalmers, m.a., A. P. Happer, d.d., C.
F. Preston, m.a , II. Y. Noyes, b.a ., B. C. Henry, b.a., and J.
G. Kerr, m d .

The notice calling the meeting was read. The reading of 
the minutes of the last Annual Meeting was, on motion, omit
ted, and they were approved as printed.

The Treasurers’ account was then presented to the meet
ing, and on motion of Mr. Sampson, seconded by Mr. Noyes, 
the account was accepted and passed.

The receipts and expenditures were as follows:—

To payments, ...........................
To Interest .............................. .
Balance at credit new account,

%

457Ì98

Total ,.$2,435.35



Or.
By balance from account of 1872 ,............<$ 860.20
Subscriptions and donations received, ... 1,195.15 
Cash received for medicines and trusses

sold, ......................................................  380.00

Total.................... $2,435.35

An abstract of the Annual Keport was then read by Dr. 
Kerr, as follows:—

The operations of the hospital in Canton, and o f the dis
pensaries in Fu-mun and Pok-lo have been continued without 
interruption. A  dispensary has been opened at Sai-nam by 
Rev. Dr. Graves. The attendance of out-patients at the 
hospital is about the same as last year, but there is an in
crease of the number of in-patients. The usual number of 
important surgical operations has been performed. There 
have-been 27 cases of lithotomy, with but one death, and 15 
cases of lithotrity, all of which were successful.

The following table gives an epitome of the work done in 
the hospital and dispensaries:—

Canton.
Male. Female. Total.

Out-patients, .....................15,502 4,249 19,751
In-patients, ......................... 748 357 1,105
Surgical operations,  —  —  1,087
Vaccinations,........................  —  —  276

Fu-mun.
Out-patients, ......................  —  —  3,950
Operations, ........................  —  —  325

Pok-lo.
Out-patients, .....................  6,046 1,317 7,363
Operations, ........................  —    241

Sai-nam.
Out-patients, ......................  —    5,289
Operations, .................... * —    ’ 7 5

The fourth volume of the Chemistry and the work on 
Symptomatology, mentioned in the last report, are ready for 
printing, and a small Manual on Cutaneous Diseases has been 
prepared. A  secon l̂ volume on Materia Medica is in course 
of preparation.



The two new wards, authorised at the last Annual Meet, 
ing of the Society, have been completed. The hospital now 
contains, on the ground floor, eight wards, each of which 
will accommodate 12 patients There are also two smaller 
wards on the ground floor, and four on the second floor, part 
of which are occupied by assistants and pupils.

The thanks of the Society are due to Dr. Wong for his 
continued assistance in the instruction of the Medical Class, 
and on all occasions when his aid is required; also to Messrs. 
De Souza & Co., for printing the Annual Report at a no
minal price.

The annexed statement gives the outlay for current ex
penses, new wards, &c.

Dr.
To paid for medicines, wages, insurance &c., $1,192.88

,, „  Dispensary at Pok-lo, ............. 126.00
„  „  rep a irs ......................................  168.18
,, „  building two Wards ............. 451.57
,, ,, cost of printing new Works 200.00
,, „  grant in aid to Rev. Dr. Graves, 100.00

$2,238.63

Or.
By balance from last year,..................................... $ 39.87

Dec. 31st., by cash from Messrs. Russell
& Co................................................... 1,975,00

Balance to debit new account, ...........  223.76

Total.................... $2,238.63

Religious Services have been conducted a«* formerly by 
Rev. C. F. Preston, and by a native evangelist. Members 
o f different missions have been invited to hold evening 
meetings in the Hospital Chapel, in the summer months, 
when the patients were most numerous.

On motion of Mr. Talbot, seconded by Dr. Happer, the 
Report of the Hospital and Dispensaries was accepted, and 
the usual number ordered to be printed in English and 
Chinesp.

The report of the Special Committee to consider the sub
ject of erecting wards for the treatment *>f a limited number 
of insane patients was accepted. After some remarks by the



Chairman, Dr. Happer, Mr. Nye, Mr. Chalmers, Mr. Preston 
and Dr. Kerr, by whom various and opposite views were ex
pressed, it was moved by Dr. Happer and seconded by Mr. 
Noyes that the Standing Committee, in connection with Dr. 
Kerr, be authorized, if  the state of the Funds will admit, to 
erect a ward for the treatment of six or eight insane pati
ents. On putting the question there was a tie, and the cast
ing vote was given in the affirmative by the Chairman.

The Report of the Standing Committee was then read by 
Mr. Sampson and on motion of Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. 
Cunningham, was accepted and ordered to be printed.

The estimates for the current expenses of the hospital and 
dispensaries were then presented, when on motion of Mr. 
Talbot, seconded by Mr. Sampson, the following sums for the 
current year were approved:—  ,

For balance overspent last year,............................  $223.00
,, Canton Hospital and Dispensaries,...................  1,125.00
„ Dr. Graves in aid of Sai-nam Dispensary  100.00
„  amount recommended by Standing Committee

for printing new Books, &c.,.............................  313.80

The Chairman having referred to the death of Benjamin 
Hobson, m.b., one o f the vice-presidents of the Society, on 
motion of Mr. Preston, seconded by Dr. Happer, the fol
lowing resolution was adopted:—

"Whereas, during the past year, in the providence of God, 
Benjamin Hobson, Esq., m .b . one of the vice-presidents of 
this Society, and formerly Medical Missionary at Canton has 
been called away from earth :

Eesolved— That we express to the relatives and friends of 
the deceased our sincere sympathy in their bereavement, 
while we bear testimony to his character as a faithful Mis
sionary and enlightened philanthropist. His name is fra
grant in Canton for his labors of love in the hospital under 
his care. His published works are well appreciated, and 
meet with a ready sale, not only in this Province, but through
out China, Corea and Japan, wherever any thing is known 
of foreign science and medicine.

Resolved— That the Secretary be requested to communi
cate these resolutions to the widow of the deceased.

The meeting the» proceeded to the election of Officers, 
when the following were chosen for the ensuing year:—



President,— T. E. College, m.d. ; F.R.s., Ed. (in England.)

Vice-Presidents,— S. Wells Williams ll.d . ; Sir Brooke Ro
bertson, Knight, c.b. ; Yen. Archdeacon Gray, m.a. ; W. Kes
wick E sq.; G. F. Heard, Esq.; W. H. Forbes, E sq.; G. Nye, 
Jr., E sq.; J. F. Cordes, E sq.; Thos. Pyke, E sq.; Hon. H. 
Lowcock; Hon. P. Ryrie; Hon. R. Rowett; J. Dent, Esq. ; 
F. R. Talbot, E sq .; E. Deacon, Esq. ; T. Mercer, E sq.; Rev.
A. P. Happer, d .d. ; Rev. J. Legge, d.d., ll.d. ; Rev. J. Chal
mers, m a . ; Rev. C. F. Preston; G. B. Glover, E sq .; F. Klein- 
wachter, E sq .; R. G. W. Jewell, U. S. Consul— In Europe,
E. C. Bowra, E sq.; R. von Carlowitz, Esq. In U. S.—Hon. 
P. Parker, m.d. ; W. Delano, Esq., J. Purdon, E sq.; E. A. 
Hitchcock, E sq.; A. B. Bulkley, Esq.

Secretary,—J. G. Kerr, m.d.

Treasurers,— Messrs. Russell & Co.

Auditor,— The Commissioner of Customs, (Acting).

"On motion of Dr. Happer, seconded by Mr. Nye, a vote of 
thanks was passed to the Standing Committee, and the same 
gentlemen were requested to act during the current year.

On motion of Mr. Sampson, seconded by Mr. Cunningham, 
a vote of thanks was passed to Dr. Wong, to Dr. Kerr, and to 
Messrs. De Souza & Co. for printing the Report at a nominal 
price.

On motion of Mr. Sampson, seconded by Mr. Noyes a vote 
o f thanks was passed to the Committee on wards for insane.

After a vote of thanks to the Chairman, the Meeting was 
dissolved,

J. G. KERR,
Secretary.

B. ROBERTSON,
Chairman,





REPORT
OF THE

ME DI CAL  MI SSI ONARY S O C I E T Y ’S
H OSPITAL IN CANTON,

FOR-THE YEAR 1873,

BY

J. G. KERR, m . d .

N presenting another Eeportto the friends and patrons of the 
Medical Missionary Society, there is reason for gratitude 

to God that nothing has occurred to interrupt the operations 
of the hospital and dispensaries. The attendance of out
patients has been about the same as in former years, but there 
has been a greater number of in-patients.

While the dispensary continues to receive due attention, 
the treatment of in-patients is becoming every year the more 
important department of the institution. In order to encour
age the more respectable classes to avail themselves of its 
benefits, separate rooms are given to such as are -willing to 
pay a small rent. The sum charged is one tael ($1.40) per 
month. Over thirty persons have availed themselves o f this 
privilege and the sum of $51.24 has been received for room 
rent. Donations for the poor, in small sums, to the amount of 
$38.28, have been received from such of the patients as could 
afford to give, and they have been encouraged to do so.

Dispensary.— The following table^shows the aggregate
attendance of out-patients.



OUT-PATIENTS.

January . 
February 
March 
April
May ... .
June
July ... .
August ... 
September 
October... 
November. 
December

Male. Female. Total.
602 130 732
714 218 932

1,223 361 1.584
910 312 1 ,2 2 2

1,428 369 1,797
1,601 386 1,987
1,814 371 2,185
1,478 374 1,852
1,690 359 2,049
1,513 859 2,372
1,266 384 1,650
1,267 326 1,593

15,506 4,449 19,955Total

The number of in-patients was 1,105, of whom 71-8 were 
male and 357 were female.

The annexed table gives a list of the surgical operations 
performed on both out-and in-patients.

LIST OF OPERATIONS IN 1873.
Lithotomy ...........
Lithotrity....................
Urethral calculi ...
Phym osis....................

,, with calculi
Extraction of Cataract 
Division „
Artificial pupil...........
Entropium ...........
Pterygium....................
Staphyloma...........
Hare lip ............................
Excision of tumors (small)

»  „  (large)
„ „  (encysted) ...
„  of cancer.......................
„  „  of female breast
„  „  toe nail.....................

»  p ile s ............................
„  „  eye ball.........................

Amputation of right arm ...........
„  „  penis .................

27
15
7

13 
1

45
2

14 
380

13
2

20
27

1
3
2
5
2
5
1
1
3





Amputation of supernumerary finger ... 1
Reduction of dislocated shoulder ............ 3

„  „  lower jaw   3
„  fractured l e g .............................  1
,, „  arm   1

Extraction of necrosed bone ...   17
„  „  nasal polypus .....................  14
„  „  te e th ......................................  79
„  „  bullet ......................................  1
,, „  bamboo splinter ............  1

Opening abscesses ........................................222
Tapping dropsy .....................................  16

,, hydrocele .....................................  32
„  serous cyst .............................  1

For rent e a r ......................................................  28
Ligature of piles .....................................  1 0
For fistula in ano.............................................. 9

,, fistulous u lcers ............................  48
Plastic operation on face ............................  1
Returning testicles after attempt at self

castration .............................................  1
Catheterization for retention of urine ... 5
Dilating stricture of urethra ....................  4
Transplantation of s k i n ....................  4

A  short notice of some of the more important operations, 
and the usual tables of calculus cases are added, with the
view of giving a more definite idea of the benefits of the
work in the hospital.

N e u r o m a .— The patient, a middle aged man, was admitted 
with a painful tumor, about the size of an orange, situated just 
above the bend of the elbow. On making an incision through 
the skin, it was found to be an expansion of the median nerve. 
It was a sac, filled with bloody fluid, with some fibruous 
clots adherent to the sides. The sac was dissected from its 
attachments, and the nerve divided above and below the tumor. 
After the wound was healed, there remained some numbness of 
the fingers.

L a r g e  T u m o r  o f  P a r o t id  S p a c e .— This patient, 
aged 32 years, a native of Pwan-yii district, was admitted 
September 8 th. The tumor was almost as large as the man’s 
head, and was attached to the parotid space,, and above and 
below the ear.0  With the assistance of Dr. Wong, the oper
ation was performed September 17th. The extent of the 
adhesion required much dissection, and this, with the nu
merous blood vessels divided, made it a flangerous operation.

* See cut, from a photograph:
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The weight of the tumor was 4ilbs. Although there was a 
loss of much blood, the patient had a speedy recovery, and 
most of the wound healed by first intention. This man, on 
returning to his native village, attracted much attention, and 
hundreds o f people came to see him.

On the 18th of June a jroung man, aged 22 years, native of 
Pwan-yii district, was brought to the hospital with both tes
ticles hanging out of the scrotum. He was caught in a rob
bery, and had attempted to commit suicide by self-castration, 
but he had only succeeded in making two incisions through 
the skin, which allowed the testicles to protrude, but would 
not admit of their return. They had been exposed for 30 
hours, and were covered with raw cotton, some of which was 
still adherent. The openings were enlarged and the testicles 
returned, and retained in position by sutures and adhesive 
straps. The right one had been injured, but the wounds 
healed favorably, and the case was discharged cured July 4th.

C a ta ra c t .— Extraction of the crystalline lens for the cure 
of Cataract has been performed 41 times. In 12 cases both 
eyes were operated on, and in 17 only one eye,— in all 29 
individuals, of whom 16 were male and 13 female. In 19 
persons the operation was succussful, in 6  only partially so, 
and in 4, the result was unfavorable. The sight of some of 
the partially successful cases would improve in a few months 
after leaving the hospital.

A  modified form of the operation of Yon Graefe has been 
adopted during the past year. The section is made in the 
lower edge of the cornea, and an important advantage is 
gained in this position, that a trained assistant to steady the 
eye is not required. Very few instruments are needed, and 
the operation is reduced to the utmost simplicity, a very im
portant thing for the Chinese student. Two cases of soft 
cataract have also been operated on in young persons, both of 
which were successful.

These operations, and that for artificial pupil, restore 
sight to many blind persons, while other operations on the 
eye, which are numbered by hundreds, save many more from 
inevitable blindness, as well as much suffering.

Urinary Calculus.— There have been 42 operations 
for stone during the year, of which 27 were by lithotomy, 
with one death, and 15 by lithotrity, all of which were 
successful. This is«the largest number operated on in any 
one year, except 1870, when the cases numbered 49, but in no 
former year has ¿he success been so great.
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An ex munition of the tables on pages 12 & 13 will shew that 
3 of the casas were examples of recurrent stone, requiring a 
second operation. A  fourth case was in the hospital, but was 
not operated on, because he had delayed too long, and was in 
a very low state. He had bjen operated on about 10 years 
ago, when a boy, but the calculus formed again and had at
tained so large a size, that it was exceedingly dangerous 
to cut him, and he had no prospect of recovery.

It is not surprizing that some cases of stone, occurring a 
a second time in persons who had been relieved, are now met 
with. During the last 15 years, several hundreds have been 
operated on, and most of them are under the same climatic and 
dietetic conditions which gave rise to the disease at first: it 
is rather to be wondered at that so many remain free from a 
return of the disease.

The following table gives a condensed statement of the 
number of operations at different ages, and the results.

LITHOTOMY.
Operations, Death. Total Total 

1873. 1873. Operations. Deaths.
Under 10 vears.... .. 8 ...... . . . .  0 . . . . ......40...... , 2
1 0  years and under 2 0 . .. 4 . . . .  0 . . . . ......57...... 3
2 0  „ 30. .. 5 . . . .  0  . . . ......51...... ... 3
30 „ >> 40. .. 2 . . . .  1 . . . , ......54.......
40 „ ?> 50. .. 7 . . . .  0 . . . . ..... 33....... 2
50 ,, 60. .. 0 . . . .  0  . . . .......2 1 ....... 4
60 „ 70. .. 1 . . . .  0  . . . ...... 6  .... 2
70 „ 3? 80. .. 0 . . . .  0 . . . . ....... 1 ....... 1

Total , 27 1 263 2 2

LITHOTRITY.
Operations, Death. Total lotal 

1873. 1873. Operations. Deaths.
2 0 years and under

oCO ... 3 . . . .  0 ............  9 ...... 0
30 ? ? 40. .. 3 . . . .  0 ....... . . ..1 3 ...... 2
40 50. .. 4 . . . .  0 ...... . . . . 1 2 ...... 1
50 ?> ?? 60. .. 1 . . . .  0 ....... .... 8 ...... 0
60 } ) 70.... 3... . . . .  0 ............ 13....... 2

70 80. .. 1 . . . .  0 ............  4 ...... ,, 0

T otal.. 15 0 59 5



No.

282

283
5184
285
236
¿87
288
289
290
291

292

293
294
295
296
297
298
299
300
301
302
303
304
305

Age.

13

66
61
24
20
30
29
12
42 
65

43

29
9

22
13
39
10
47
39
47 
65

7
48 

7

TABULAR STATEMENT OF CASES OF URINARY CALCULUS FOR 1873.

Pwan-yii

Tsang-shing
Tung-kun
Pwan-yii
Yan-ptng
Tung-kun
Pwan-vil
Nan-hai
o  ”  .San-ui

Shun-tak

San-ning
San-ui
Pwan-yii

Fa-Un
Nan-hai
Fa-iin
K o-iu
Kwong-nim

Occupation.

Farmer

Trader
Farmer
Laborer
Farmer

Blacksmith
Farmer

Laborer

Farmer

Fanner

Laborer
Farmer

Farmer

Dura
tion.

7 rears

2 „ 
4 „ 
8 „

I » ;  » - ’I

Date.

Feb. 22

Mar. 7

May

June 11

J8
1«10 

2 
24 
17 

' 30
Sent. 13 
A uur. 24

July

A 111:

Sept.
12

Chemical Com
position.

Uric Acid

Oxalate o f  lime 
Uric Acid

Diameter.

n  by 1¿ 
H by 1 
U  by 1 
H  by 1

2* by l i

2 by l ì

2 by 11 
lè by 1

2 by 11

by è 
by i

2 h by 1 
H  by 1 
¡ i  by i

Weight.

Oz. D r. Sc.
Results.

Recovery

Remarles,

1 Operated on in 1868 
1 bv Dr. Wong.
( Lithotrity, 16 sit- 
| tings. *
Lithotrity, 3 sittings,

Two small calculi. 
Two calculi.

f in  1870, Gg oz. stone 
< taken from this 
( case.

Litliotrity, 2 sittings. 

Lithotrity, 4 sittings.

Lithotrity, 1 sitiinj:

f Operated in for stone 
\ in 18Ò8, at Kamlefau,

TABULAR STATEMENT OF CASES OF URINARY CALCULUS.— (Continued.)

No. Age. Residence Occupation. D ura
tion. Late. Chemical Com

position. Diameter.
Weight.

Results.
Oz. D r Sc.

306 6 Pwan -yU 4 years Sept. 16 Uric Acid 1 by è 1 2 Recovery
307 31 Sam-shui Laborer 5 „ n; H  by 2 2 5 2 Died
308 27 Fa-iin Farmer 1 ]0 51 2h Recovery
309 43 Pwan-yii Laborer 3 mo. V 24 51 H „

310 72 Farmer 6 . j 4 I 2 V
311 48 » » 10 „ Oct. 8 )>
312 41 Laborer 2 ve.irs 23 3> 2 bv 1 2 0
313 5 2 * 28 ) ) 1 by Ì 2
314 8 Sz-ui <) U lO S , 28 5) 1 by 1 1 1 , ,

315 46 Pwan-yii Laborer 1 jvears , , 3d 55 2 bv 1 1 2 1
316 13 Ko-iu ■“ » Nov. 4 3Î 2 by H 7 1 ! )

317 48 Shun-tak Trader °  j> „ 13 9L liv ¡ Ì  0 \  1 2 2 1 11

318 36 Hoi-ping Farmer 6 mo. Oct. 20 M 1 1 >•

319 44 Sz-ui Laborer 2 vears I f 19 5) 1 2 ) )

320 28 Fa-Un 2 \ , y 21 J5 4 »

321 57 ! ) Trader “I M •9 14 ÎÎ 1 2 )>

322 9 Ko-iu 2 „ Dec. 9 ÎJ IJ by 1 1 3

323 22 Nan-hai »  3i

"

25 J5 1* by 1 1 1

Remarks.

On 8th day. 
Lithotrity; 3 sittings,

f ;  2 „
( stone 5 grs. 
i  calculi, one small.

f  Also 8 very small 
( calculi.
Liihdtrity, 5 sittings. 

» 5 „
» 6

r » & j,
(n o t  finished.

(Two flat stones, same 
}  size.
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Preputial C alculus—The patient, a native of Pwan- 
yii, aged 56 years, had phymosis from childhood. Circum
cision was performed on the 18th of June, and three calculi 
removed from under the prepuce. One was large, and had the 
shape of 3. hemisphere ; the other two were concavo-convex, 
and rested on the convex surface of the larger one. Weight 
one dram and a half.

Stricture of Urethra, Urethral Calculus, and 
Piles.—This patient was a native of Pwan-yii, aged 57 
years. He was admitted December 9th, with retention of 
urine, from stricture. On drawing off the water, a calculus 
was found in the urethra, lodged behind the stricture. With 
Holt’s dilator this was enlarged, and in two or three days the 
calculus came away, with immediate relief to his sufferings. 
After he had recovered from this, he requested to be 
relieved of the piles, which gave him much trouble. The 
operation now adopted for this disease is excision, with the 
aid of Prof. Henry Smith’s Clamp. The pile is seized with 
the clamp, cut off with a pair of scissors or knife, and then 
cauterized with a hot iron. This patient was operated on 
three times by this process, and during the year, four other 
cases were treated in the same way, with very satisfactory 
results. This plan is much less painful than the ligature, 
and in suitable cases, to be preferred for other reasons.

Congenital Deformity.— A remarkable case of con
genital deformity was seen during the summer. A boy 9 
years old, has seven toes on each foot, the supernumerary toes 
being on the inner side of each foot. The big toe was not so 
well marked as in a normal foot, and as the toes were in 
proper range, the unusual number would not be readily 
noticed, unless they were pointed out.

The tibia of both legs was dislocated at the knee joint, and 
the upper end projected obliquely outwards, while the shaft 
was somewhat curved, and the lower end projected inwards, 
throwing the sole of the foot inwards and upwards. The 
boy, therefore, walked on the convex surface of the legs, and 
they were wrapped with rags to enable him to do so. He 
was active and walked without difficulty, and could even run. 
The thumb was wanting on both hands, but an imperfect 
thumb was attached, in its whole length, to the inner side of 
each index finger. In other respects he was well formed.

Instrumental Delivery.—On Sunday the 22nd of 
June, I  was called t© see a woman in labor, near the temple 
of the 500 genii. She had been in labor three days, and the
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body of the child was born, and had turned black, indicating 
that it was dead. With some difficulty the shoulder and 
arms were brought down, but the head could not be delivered 
by any traction which the neck would stand. Several 
attempts were made to apply the forceps, but the instru
ment could not be made to embrace the head. Finally the 
fingers of the left hand were fixed in the socket of the eye, 
and by strong and continued traction the head was brought 
away. It was found to be largely distended by water on 
the brain, and this explained all the difficulty of the case.

This patient is mentioned in the Annual Report for 1869. 
On that occasion I was called to deliver the head, after the 
midwife had torn away the body, leaving tl.e head unborn.

Retained Placenta.— A woman, the wife of a man of 
wealth, living in the new city near the River Gate was deli
vered of her 10th child on the 27th of July. I was sent for 
on the 29th to relieve her of retained placenta. I found the 
placenta adherent throughout almost the whole extent, and 
the parts hot and painful. After considerable difficulty 
it was detached and delivered, but unfortunately the woman 
died from hemorrhage. This is one of the many difficulties 
attending childbirth, for which the Chinese have no resource, 
but which, when attended to in time by a skilful physician, 
amounts to nothing more than a troublesome complication.

I n q u e s t .— A man was fatally wounded in an eating house 
in Lun-hing street, and was brought to the hospital July 
16th. He died the same night, and an officer was sent the 
next day by the District Magistrate to hold an inquest The 
location of the wounds was carefully examined by a cooly, 
the length measured with a rule, and the depth probed with 
the finger, and a record of all the facts made by the officer. 
This is the first and only occasion in which an inquest has 
been held in the hospital. The Officers seem to take no 
notice of the death of any person, unless incase of some 
open and flagrant crime, as in this instance.

Opium Smokers.— Sixty-four persons have been under 
treatment, as in-patients, for this pernicious habit. Of these, 
seven forfeited the dollar required in each case as se
curity that they will remain under treatment from 1 2  to 
15 days, the time required to break them of the habit. All 
the others remained the full time, and dollar deposited was 
returned to them. Some of the cases treated are known to be 
permanent cures, for they are seen again, and they sometimes 
return to the hospital, to bring some of their friends who 
wish to be cured of the habit,
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The ordeal through which an opium smoker has to pass is 
a very severe one, and it is no wonder that some fail to have 
the necessary courage. At first, a terrible craving for the 
drug torments the man. In addition to this, he suffers loss 
of appetite, and is often seized with pains, and an indescrib
able feeling of prostration and distress pervades every part of 
the body. Besides all this, sleep forsakes him, and to the 
sufferings of the day, are added the horrors of restless 
nights. These feelings are at the worst about the third day, 
and begin to subside on the fifth or sixth, and by the 
eighth or tenth day, a sense of ease and relief has replaced 
the concatenation of sufferings to which the patient .has been

The treatment pursued in this hospital is to give pills 
composed as follows :—

These pills are given in doses of from 4 to 10, morning, 
and evening, according to quantity of opium taken, and the 
length of time it has been used. The dose is gradually di
minished until, by the eighth or tenth day, no more pills are 
given. The object is not so much to allow the patient to taper 
off, (because the minute quantity of opium is no substitute 
for the large amount to which he has been accustomed,) as 
to give him moral support in feeling thaï something is being 
done for him. Any special symptoms, such as diarrhoea, pains 
&c., are treated as they arise.

Medical Class.—The instruction of the medical class, 
and the preparation of text books receive as much attention 
as can be given to them. A better class of persons apply for 
instruction than those who some years ago were aspirants 
for medical honors. It is evident from this and other indi
cations that the practice of Western Medicine is becoming 
more popular in Canton and neighbouring cities. The Man- 
nual of Symptomatology, just published, is designed to make 
the student familiar with the meaning and relative importance 
o f symptoms, and also to show that Western Medical Science 
gives a much more rational and reliable account of internal 
diseases and their manifestations, than is possessed by the 
native faculty, so that, while they have every thing in surge

a prey.

Powdered Liquorice Eoot 2  oz.
Anise Seed.. 
Gum Arabic
Opium ........
Camphor ... 
Ipecac..........
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ry to learn, from us, they may also learn much in the depart
ment of practical medicine, or the diagnosis and treatment of 
»internal diseases, in which they have hitherto claimed superior 
skill and knowledge.

Religious Services.—The Rev. C. F. Preston has, as 
heretofore, had charge of the religious services in the hospital. 
He has preached to the patients, servants and Church mem
bers on Sundays, and has conducted morning prayers on two 
mornings of the week. A native evangelist, Sung Ito, has 
preached to the out-patients on prescribing days, and has 
conducted other services. One person, who was a patient 
and had his arm amputated, was baptized, and has been a re
gular attendant at the Chapel every Sunday. While many 
of the patients are utterly indifferent as to the religious in
struction given; there are others who manifest an intelligent 
and hopeful interest in the truths of Christianity, and they 
return to their homes with the conviction that the religion 
which leads men to works of benevolence and charity, is 
worthy of their approval and acceptance. What influence 
these persons will have among their relatives and friends 
cannot be known, but it is reasonable to suppose that some of 
them will aid in effecting that change in public ‘sentiment, 
which must precede that downfall of idolatry and the ac
ceptance o f Christianity.

In the early part of the year a Mason and Hamlin Melo- 
deon was received from New York. It was presented to the 
hospital by a Society connected with one of the principal 
churches of New York, called Earnest Workers for China. 
This is a great addition to the singing in the Chapel. The 
man who plays on the organ is crippled in his hands and 
feet by rheumatism, so that he cannot walk, and the bellows 
must be worked by a boy. His fingers are also so stiff that 
it is a wonder how lie can play at all.

The Native Dispensary in Canton has .now been in oper
ation for two or three years, and an abstract from the report 
for 1872, showing the cost of the medical department, will 
have some interest for the friends of the Medical Missionary 
Society.
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Expenses of the Medical Department of the Oi-yuk-shin- 
tong for the Chinese year corresponding to 1872.

Salary paid to 4 Doctors at 20 Taels per month
(less one month and 1 2  days for one) ........$1,300.00

Salary paid to managers.........................................  405.46
Wages o f servants ..................................................  173.94
Amount paid to drug stores for 37.758 pre

scriptions ..........................................................  1,797.38
Cost of rice, meats, vegetables, tobacco, &e., for

employés ...........    849.77

Total.................... $4,526.55

It is to be noted that no in-patients are provided for.
The number of prescriptions issued shows the aggregate of 
the daily attendance throughout the year. This gives an 
average of about 103 persons per day, and 34 patients to each 
physician. The cost of filling each prescription is about 5 
cents, but at this low figure it amounts, in the year, to a 
large sum, and shows that this is an expensive way of sup
plying medicines. The item of salary to managers indicates 
that the physicians have no voice in the general affairs of 
the institution. Add to this the outlay for food, and the ex
panse of administration amounts to almost one-fourth of the 
working expenses of the medical department. It is to be 
stated that the supply of coffins to the poor and the manage
ment of a few free schools, form a part of the duties of those 
in charge, but these require but a comparatively small part 
of their time and labor.

These efforts of the Chinese, whether they be in imitation 
of, or in opposition to the benevolent institutions established 
by Foreigners, are welcomed as sure to lead to the adoption 
o f correct principles in the treatment of disease, as well as in 
the administration of eleemosynary institutions.



EEPORT
OF

D I S P E N S A R Y  A T  S A I - N A M
FOE 1873,

BY

R e v .  R . H. GRAVES, m .d.

♦

-Q AI-NAM  is an important trading town, between 30 and 40 
miles West of Canton. Being situated at the junction of 

the North and West rivers, it is a distributing centre for a large 
district o f country, and a point to which the products of the 
vallies of these two rivers are brought. Rice, oil and lumber 
are the principal articles of trade. I  have long been im
pressed with the importance of occuping tins point as a 
mission station, and have made repeated efforts to secure a 
house, but was always unable to gain a foothold. The ap
propriation of $100 from the Medical Missionary Society has 
enabled me to open a Dispensary there, and thus, under 
God, to succeed, in carrying out a long cherished plan.

After repeated disappointments we finally succeeded, in 
May last, in renting a house suitable for our purposes- It is 
situated in a central part of the town and, though much out 
o f repair, will do very well, at least for the present.

The Dispensary is in charge of Wong Fong, who was one 
o f Dr. Kerr’s medical students, and was engaged as medical 
assistant at Wu Chau, whence he was driven away during the 
Genii Powder excitement.

During the time we have been in Sai Nam, the Dispensary 
has been visited by 5,289 persons seeking relief. 75 minor 
operations have been performed, about half of which were for 
diseases of the eye.
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The moral effects of the Dispensary have been good. The 
opposition to foreigners formerly shown, has been measura
bly overcome. Many conversations have been had on religion, 
and several thousand tracts have been given away to those 
who attended the dispensary.

Appended is a report of the expenditures during the year.

E. H. GRAVES.

M e d ic a l  M is s io n a r y  S o c ie t y ’ s  D is p e n s a r y  a t  S ai-N am  
in  A c c o u n t  w it h  R. H. G r a v e s .

Or.
May 1873, Cheque on Messrs. Russell & Co $1 0 0 .0 0

Dr.
Pai T ‘au, &c.................................................................$ 6.00
Rent 3 quarters..........................................................  36.60
Coolie  ................................................................  6.50
Repairs ...........................................................    20,00
Dr. Kerr for medicines.............................................. 10.00
Chinese medicines, &c..............   5.52

$84.62
On hand January 1st, 1874.....................................  15.28

Total.....................#100.00

R. H. GRAVES.



EEPOET
OF THE

F U - M U N  D I S P E N S A R Y
FOR 1873,

BY

R e v .  E. FABER.

W  HE Mission work in Fu*mun and the country of Tung- 
kun district around here, has gone on as quietly as in 

former years. There is no opposition either to distribution 
of medicines, or to the selling of Christian books, or to the 
preaching of the Gospel, or to the living of foreigners in the 
place.

The cases treated during the year have been 3,350, includ
ing 325 operations. In the out-places about 600 cases 
occurred, total 3,950. The patients treated are, with the 
exception of one or two, all out-patients. The cases occurring 
are therefore mostly very simple, especially eye and skin 
diseases. Among the skin diseases, a few cases of beginning 
leprosy have been treated successfully. One kind, which is 
very common, appears as large red spots with prominent 
margin on the face and other parts of the body. Another 
form showed pustules from the size of a pin’s head to that of 
a chestnut all over the body. There was more or less cons
tipation in each case. I  opened the treatment with Epsom- 
salts and ordered then Chinese gentian (wong-lin) as tea, 
twice or thrice a day. After a week or sooner, when neces
sary, again a dose of salts was given. The spots then gra
dually disappeared, but only in cases where the symptoms 
had shown themselves not more than two or three months 
before.

One o f these convalescents from leprosy lives in Tung- 
kun city, and seems now to be an inquiring hearer of the
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Gospel. A young man there in the last stage of consumption 
could of course not be cured, but he wished to be baptised and 
afterwards died happy. His mother has been cured from 
haemorrhage of the lungs. In Am-ha, one of the leading men 
and on the Sam-kuk mountain the Taoist priest have been 
relieved from fever. In company with Eev. Mr. Hubrig, a 
trip was made to Nam-hung and the Mei-ling pass, the border 
ofK ong-si province. We had a long but pleasant tour of 
15 days on different boats till we reached Nam-hung. There 
is a small congregation belonging to the Ehenish Mission in 
that city. One of Dr. Kerr’s pupils has, as it seems, a good 
medical practice there.

The Chinese commonly have more or less a sense of gra
titude, and I  myself do not feel discouraged at all. In seeking 
the welfare of the Chinese for their souls as well as for the 
bodies, we may be sure of gaining gradually some influence 
upon them. And such influence will stimulate their nobler 
faculties to better moral and religious exertions. All patients 
went to be treated with patience, and where the moral sense 
of man is out of order, even divine patience is necessary. To 
relieve suffering men from their pain, as much as is in our 
power, is after all a great recompense in itself.

I return my sincere thanks to the Medical Missionary 
Society for the generous support during the year.

Fu-mun, 31st December, 1873.

E. FABEE.



MEDI CAL  MI SSI ONARY S OC I E T Y
IN C H I N A .

COMMITTEE’S REPORT
FOR THE YEAR 1873.

 ♦-------

cSP HE Committee have to report the completion of two addi
ng tional wards recommended in their last Annual Report, 
as well as the execution of the repairs and the publication of 
the 3rd vol. of Dr. Kerr’s work on Chemistry, and that of the 
Essentials of Bandaging, therein recommended by them and 
approved by the Society at the last Annual General Meeting.

In view of the present state of the Society’s funds, and the 
generally efficient condition of the Society’s buildings, the 
Committee do not recommend any large outlay during the 
coming year, beyond that which will be applied for by Dr. 
Kerr for the current expenses of the hospital. It is their 
pleasing duty, however, to recommend payment of the cost of 
publishing some more of Dr. Kerr’s very useful Chinese 
works, consisting of the 4th vol. of Chemistry, a Manual of 
Diagnosis, and a Manual of Skin Diseases. Previous outlays 
o f this kind are being gradually reimbursed to the Society by 
the sale of the books.

An urgent want in the hospital is that of shelves, on which 
the patients may put their things, instead of on the floor, as is 
the ease at present. The piece of ground in front of the phy
sician’s residence has been tastefully laid out as a garden by 
Dr. Kerr without any expense to the Society; but it is sadly 
disfigured by the walks, being nothing but the native mud of 
the locality ; Chunam or other pavement on the walks would 
greatly add to the neatness of the garden. A  pantry in the 
Physician’s residence is also a desideratum.

These, together with a small sum for white washing and 
repairs, are all that the Committee venture to recommend on 
the present occasion.
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They estimate the cost as follow s :—

Vol. 4 of Chemistry ............................... $130.00
Manual of Diagnosis .............................  36.00
Manual of Skin Diseases......................... 50.00
30 sets of shelves for wards ................  37.50
Garden walks .......................................... 15.00
Pantry ......................................................  20.00
White-washing and repairs................ .. 25.00

Total................ $313.50

In conclusion, the Committee beg to state that, as the pecu
niary requirements of the Society have not been great during 
the past year, they have made no urgent appeal for subscrip
tions ; but they are quite sure that the work of the Society 
recommeds itself so strongly, that whenever an increased 
subscription list is needed, the jDublic of Canton and Hong
kong will always be found ready to supply the means neces
sary for the efficient working o f the Society’s operations.

F. R. TALBOT, 'i
THEO. SAMPSON, \-Gommittce.
C. F. PRESTON, j



Dr. MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY’S HOSPITAL IN ACCOUNT WITH J. G. KERR. Cr.

1878
Jun. To Medicines from London ........................................ $ 445.41 Jan. 1 By Bal. from last year............. . . . . $ 39.87

350.00
400.00

Dec. Quinine ..................................................................... 57.50 May 14
!) O

,, Cash from Messrs Russell & Co
„ Chinese Medicines.................................................... 3G.4511
., Whiskey for Liniments........................................... 31.09 >' O 100.00

600.00
525.00

„ Wages of Assistants and Coolies.......................... 289.45 Nov. 10J'
„ Insurance Hospital Buildings................................ G2.50 Dec. 133?
,, Sundries, (Oil, Lard. Paper, & c.).......................... 99.28 „ 31 7 , V • ,J » ..........................Balance to debit new account . .. , 223.76
„ Kit.clien account, (Wood, utensils, &c.................. 64.07»
„ Aid to poor patients.................................................. 45.45J)
,, 350 copies Aunual Report....................................... 25.00

»
t)

„ Chinese Reports, Blanks, &c....................................
j, Paid on account, of Fumun Dispensary for 1872
„ Wages of Assistant at Pok-Lo..............................
,, Repairs as per vote of Society................................

30.23
6.45

126.00
168.18)>

n „ Two new wards as per vote of Society.................
„ Cost of new Medical Works as per vote of Society 
„ Grant in aid to Rev. Dr. Graves as per vote of 

Society.......................................... .......................

451.57
200.00

100.00

$2,238.63 §2,238.63

1874 
Jan. 1 To Balance from old account....................................... $ ?23.76



TIIE MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY IN ACCOUNT WITH RUSSELL & Co. Cr.

1873 
Mar. 14 
May 5 

i 5 
Nov. 10 
Dec. IB

1874 
Jan. 15

To paid Sir B. Robertson’s order

„ Interest at 8 per cent Jan. 15, 1874,.. 
On $1,975, due by average Aug. ‘20, ‘

months 26 days...................................
Less at credit $2,435.35 average Sept 

20, 3 months 21 days  ...........

„ Balance forward tocredit new account 
per date.............................................

$ 350.00
400.00
100.00 
600.00 
525.00

1872 
Dec. 31

1873 
Feb. 27 
Oct. 25 
Dec. 9

„ 13

$ 64.06

61.69 2.37

457.98 1874 
Jan. 15

$2,435.35

1874 
Jan. 15

Balance forward for old account.

Amo. collected from Olyphant & Co., 
Ilaiquan
Jas. Carrall .
F. H. Ewer.........
H. Davis..............
II. M. Consulate.
II. Iinbery...........
F. W ong..............
W. Law................

Sale of Trusses during 1873 ___

Collection from Olyphant & Co.

By Amo. forward from old account per date

$ 860.20

50.00 
200.00 
100.00
30.00
10.00
15.00
60.00 
25.00
5.00

380.00

700.15

$2,435.35

$ 457.98

to05

Hongkong, January 15th, 1874.
E. & O. E.

Audited and found correct.

P. KLEIN WAOHTER.

RUSSELL $ Co.



SUBSCRIPTION FOR 1873.

H. E. Tlie Superintendent of Customs........................ $200.00
Messrs. Olypliant & Co...................................................  100.00

„  Eussell & Co.......................................................  100.00
„ Smith, Archer & Co........................................... 100.00

A. Heard & Co.................................................... 100.00
J. Cai rail, Esq..................................................................  100.00
J. C. H ...............................................................................  50.00
Tlieo. Sampson, Esq......................................................... 50.00
S. Wells Williams, l.l d....................................    50.00
Messrs. Thomas & Mercer.............................................  50.00
F. H. Ewer, Esq...........................................................  30.00
Messrs. Carlowitz & Co...................................................  25.00
Hon. E. Gr. W. Jewell  ............................................... 25.00
T. B. Cunningham, Esq...................................................  25.00
Jas. Smith, Esq.................................................................  25.00
F. Wong, Esq. m.d........................................................  25.00
C. C. Jeremiahson, Esq...................................................  25.00

* «  per C. C. J ....................................................  25.00
E. Devens, Esq.................................................................  10.00
C. T. Palmer, Egq.............    10.00
H. Eubery, Esq................................................................. 10.00
J. Stuart, Esq....................................................................  10.00
A. Krauss, Esq.................................................................. 10.00
H. W. Davis, Esq  .......................................................  10.00
T. D. Burrows, Esq.......................................................... 5 00
W. Law, E sq ...................................................................  5.00
A. Friend ...............   5.15
H. M. Consulate (a fine) ...........................................  15.00
Sale of Medicines, trusses, &c........................................  380.00

Total.................... $1,575.15


