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MINUTES
OF THE

THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE

MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
I I  CHINA.

The T h irtt-F ikst  A n nual  M eeting of this Society was held at 
the house of Messrs. Olyphant & Co., Canton, on Wednesday, the 
26th of January 1870.

Present:— D. B. Robertson, Esq., c. B., H. B. M.’s Consul, in the
Chair; B. P. Chenowith, Esq., U. S. Consul. Messrs. G. Nye, Jr.
G. B. Glover, A. B. Bulkley, G. H. Talbot, Theo. Sampson, and 
F. D. Cheshire, F. Wong, M. D., Rev. Messrs. G. Piercy, C. F. 
Preston, J. Preston, A. P. Happer, D. D., J. Anderson, H. Parkes,
H. V . Noyes, W . E. McChesney, and R . H. Graves, M. D., and J. G. 
Kerr, M. D.

The notice calling the meeting was read.
The Treasurer’s account was then presented to the meeting, and 

on motion o f Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. Talbot, was approved and 
accepted. From this account it appeared that the receipts o f the 
Society were as follows :—

Balance on hand Jan. 1st 1869......................................$  585.26
Subscriptions, &c., received...................................  2,902.14
Interest, ............................................................................ 38.13

T otal $3.525.63
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Payments, for current expenses of
Hospital and Dispensaries,....................................   ...$1,550.00

On account o f New Building,..........................................$1,500.00

$3,050.00
Leaving a balance in the Treasury Jan. 1st 1870, o f $475.53.
The subscription paper for 1870 was placed on the table, on which 

the sum of $1,400 was subscribed.
The Report of the hospital and various dispensaries was then 

presented, and the following abstract read.
The operations of the Hospital and Dispensaries under the pa

tronage o f the Medical Missionary Society have been continued 
during the past year with but little change. The following table 
gives an epitome o f the work done.

N e w  H ospital, C anton .
Male. Female. Total.

Out-patients, 8,551 2,891 11,442
In-patients, 421 248 609
Operations, vr»s
Vaccinations,

K am- li-fau ,

293

Out-patients, 6,625 2,980 9,605
Operations,

POK-LO
... 100

Out-patients, 4,930 2,020 6,950
Operations,

S h ik -L u n g .

91

Oat-patients, 5,060
In-patients, 12

W u-C hau  and S h iu -H in g .
Oat-patients, ... 2,596
Vaccinations,

T ung- K u n .

231

Out-patients, ... 5,998
Operations,

F u -m u n .
212

Out-patients, ... 3,863
In-patients, ... ... 42

The number of important surgical operations performed during 
the year has been greater than formerly. No less than 35 cases o f 
Urinary Calculus have been operated on, 28 by lithotomy and 7 by 
lithotrity. From one patient the entire lower jaw was removed, 
and two cases o f amputation of the arm have occurred. The usual



number of tumors have been removed, and cases of necrosed bone, 
cataract, hare-lip, &c., &c., have been operated on. As in former 
years, numerous cases o f incurable diseases have been presented at 
the hospital.

The medical class has received instruction in Anatomy, Phy
siology, Chemistry, Practical Medicine, and Materia Medica. The 
senior pupil is about to establish himself in practice in the depart
ment city o f Ko-chau-fu. Two others who have completed their 
course have returned home.

The vaccine department has been continued as usual.
A  work on inorganic chemistry has been translated, and is nearly 

ready for the press. A  work o f this kind is greatly needed as a 
text book for the pupils and others.

Religious services have been held on each prescribing day in the 
hospital by Rev. C. P. Preston, and in the various dispensaries by 
the Missionaries in charge, or their native assistants.

The thanks o f the society are due to Dr. Wong, for many opera
tions, and assistance rendered almost every week, as well as for 
instruction o f the medical class in practical medicine; also to 
Messrs. De Souza & Co., for printing Reports at a low charge.

A course o f popular lectures was delivered in the Hospital Chapel, 
on scientific and practical subjects, by Missionaries o f different 
societies, and were well attended.

The outlay for current expenses o f the Hospital and Dispensaries 
was $1,305, and the receipts from Messrs. Russell & Co., treasurers, 
$1,550, leaving a balance in Dr. Kerr’s hands o f $245.

On motion o f Mr. Sampson, seconded by Mr. Bulkley, the report 
o f the Hospital and Dispensaries was approved and accepted, and 
the usual number ordered to be printed in English and Chinese.

The Report of the Building Committee was then presented. The 
Report states that appropriations were made by the Society to the 
amount of $5,350, o f which sum $5,000 was for the erection o f a 
dwelling-house for the physician, and $350 for a hospital kitchen, 
wall on north side o f the lot, &c. The Committee reports the comple
tion o f the work for which they were appointed, and states that on 
account o f the rise in the price o f material, and for other reasons 
the outlay for the house and other improvements exceeded the 
appropriation to the amount o f $449.34 ; and they ask the Society 
to authorize the payment o f this additional sum.

On motion o f Mr. Nye, seconded by Dr. Happer, the Report of 
the Building Committee was approved and accepted, a vote o f 
thanks passed to the Committee, and the excess o f $449.34 autho
rized to be paid.

The Building Account showed that the sum o f $4,500 had been 
paid by the Treasurers on the new building and other improve -
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merits, leaving a balance still dne o f $1,299.84. Against this was a 
balance in the treasury, Jan. 1st 1870, o f $475.53, and in Dr. 
Kerr’s hands o f $245, diminishing the balance due on the house 
&c., to the sum of $578.81.

The estimates for the current year were then presented, and on 
motion o f Mr. Bulkley, seconded by Mr. Sampson, the following 
sums were appropriated for the current expenses o f the year,—viz. 
for the hospital, $1,100; for the Dispensaries at Shiu-hing and 
Wu-chau, $ 150 ; and for the other dispensaries, $150 ; total $1,400.

After some remarks by Mr. Glover, Mr. Bulkley, Dr. Happer 
and others with regard to further improvements and extension o f 
the hospital buildings, and on the publishing o f the work on che
mistry translated and presented to the meeting by Dr. Kerr, it was 
moved by Dr. Happer, seconded by Mr. Glover and resolved,— That 
the Chairman appoint a Committee to confer with Dr. Kerr, as to 
what other buildings may be required, and also as to the cost of 
printing the work on chemistry, and any miscellaneous expenditures 
that may be needed to increase the usefulness and efficiency o f the 
Hospital, and to prepare plans and suggestions to be submitted to 
the Society at a called meeting or at the next annual meeting.

The Chairman thereupon appointed Rev. Dr. Happer, Mr. 
Bulkley and Mr. Sampson on said committee.

The meeting then proceeded to the election o f officers for the 
ensuing year, when, on motion o f Mr. Glover, seconded by Mr. 
Talbot, the following gentlemen were chosen as office-bearers :—

President.
T. R. C o l l e d g e , m .d . ,  F. R. S. Ed., (in England.) 

Vice-Presidents.
S. Wells Williams, i .l .d ., A. Joost, Esq.,
D . B. Robertson, Esq., C.B., W. H. Bryans, Esq.,
B, P. Chenowith, Esq., Hon. R . Rowett.
R . von Carlowitz. Esq., Hon. J. B. Taylor.
Ven. Archdeacon Gray, M .A ., J. G. Helland, Esq.,
Hoa. W . Keswick, Rev. A. P. Happer, d .d ..
G. F. Heard, Esq., Rev. C. F. Preston.
W . H. Forbes, Esq., Sir J. Bowling, l .l .d ., (in England.)
E . A. Hitchcock, Esq., W . Kane, Esq., M .D ., ,,
G . Nye, Jr., Esq., J. Dent, Esq., „
J. Menke, Esq., Hon. P. Parker, m .d ., (U . S .)
Thos. Pyke, Esq., W. Delano, Jr., Esq., „
H. B. Gibb, Esq., J . Purdon, Esq., „

Corresponding and Recording Secretary.
J. G. Kerr, m .d .

Treasurers.— Messrs. Russell & Co.
Auditor.— Commissioner of Customs, Acting.



(5)

On motion o f Mr. Nye, seconded by Mr. Piercy, a vote o f thanks 
was passed to Dr. Wong, Dr. Kerr, Rev. Messrs. Krolczyk, Faber, 
and Nacken, arid to Rev. R. H. Graves, m.d., who is about to 
return home for a time ; and to Messrs. De Souza & Co. for 
printing the Report at a low charge.

On motion o f Mr. Glover, a vote o f thanks to the Chairman was 
passed, and the meeting was dissolved.

D. B. ROBERTSON, 
Chairmm.

J. G. KERR,
Secretary.

Note.— It is proper to state that the contractors did work on the 
house to the amount o f $92.00 as a donation, while the kitchen and 
other improvements, cost $41 more than the appropriation, thus 
making the real cost o f the house over the appropriation to be 
$316.34.





REPORT OF THE

MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY’S
HOSPITAL IN CANTON,

By J. G. KERR, m.d.

In the report now presented there is little o f  a novel character to 
distinguish the operations o f the past year from those which pre
ceded it.

In carrying, out the plan proposed in the purchase o f ground and 
erection o f buildings, a house for the residence o f the physician 
has been completed during the year. While this new house con
tributes directly to the comfort and convenience o f myself and 
family (for which I desire here to express my thanks to the gene
rous friends o f the Society) it will aid no little in giving permanency 
to the institution. For many years to come, the hospital must re
main in charge o f a foreign physician, and it is important to secure 
the institution as far as possible against the changes o f men and 
fluctuations o f business, incident to the situation o f foreigners in 
China. When the post o f physician to the hospital is vacant, it will 
be no small inducement for a physician coming to this climate, that 
a comfortable residence, adapted to the climate, is already prepared 
for him.

The first collection with reference to a permanent hospital was 
taken up in 1864, and it was stated in the circular that $10,000 
would be required to purchase land and put up buildings which 
were then designed to be in Chinese style. In that year a subs
cription o f $5,000, added to a balance o f an equal amount in 
the treasury, enabled the Society to initiate measures for the pur
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chase o f land. The difficulties connected with the purchase o f  
real estate in China deferred the transfer o f the land until the end 
o f  1865. A lot o f ground 82ft. front by 420 deep was secured 
at a cost, including all expenses, o f $6,400. In 1866 a building was 
erected at a cost o f $3,500, containing 8 wards for patients; and in
1867 a Chapel and prescribing room were put up at a cost o f 
$1,200. Two temporary wards were also built, costing $250. Iu
1868 about $400 were spent in sundry improvements. The house 
for the physician, recently completed, cost $5,316, including out
houses, wall, &c. The buildings already erected occupy about one half 
o f the ground, and there remains room for enlargement, when the 
funds o f the Society will admit, and necessity require. Additional 
buildings will hereafter be required for patients, and also for 
a museum and lecture rooms for the instruction of medical pupils.

In this connection it will not be out o f place to notice and record 
the fact that in Hongkong, the Chinese residents have determined 
to erect and carry on a hospital without the aid o f foreigners. 
Native physicians, native practice and native administration are to 
be tried in an institution copied from foreigners. A  large amount 
o f money has been subscribed and a building is being erected on a 
lot o f ground given for the purpose, by the Government of 
Hongkong.

This undertaking is an acknowledgement by the Chinese of the 
superiority o f Western institutions over their own, but it is a claim 
that they can manage such benevolent institutions, in their own 
way, without the aid o f foreigners. The national pride, which is evi
denced in the exclusion o f foreign physicians, is very natural, but 
it shows that true benevolence is not at the bottom of the under
taking, and therefore the success o f the institution is not secured. 
Money cannot, indeed, secure the success and permanency of any 
benevolent enterprize, unless the management be in the hands o f 
men whose disinterested motives are fortified by characters o f 
strict honesty. As a poor house, where patients are to be supplied 
with food and lodging, as well as medicine, the hospital will no 
doubt be a success as long as funds last, but i f  these are to depend 
on voluntary contributions, numerous experiments iu Canton and 
other large cities would incline us to anticipate an ephemeral existence 
for an institution initiated with such fair promises. The partial 
supervision o f the Hongkong Government may go far to secure the 
success of the institution, otherwise it would not be likely long 
to survive its founders.*

•While these pages are passing through the press, the Registrar General’s Report 
has been published, in which he states that the sum subscribed to the hospital by- 
Chinese is $47,000 and in addition to this $15,000 have been given bv the Colonial 
Government.



It lias been my aim to obtain from Chiuese as mucli-as possible of 
the money required for the support o f  this hospital. With the aid 
o f  a few friends o f  the Hospital, the object has been partially at
tained. The following statement shows the amounts contributed by 
Chinese and Foreigners each year for the last ten years.
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By Chinese. By Europeans.
In the year 1860 ..............  345.00 1,599.00

55 1861 ..............  194.25 1.215.75
35 1862,,..............  223.00 1,146.60

1863 ..............  245.00 1,148.00
)) 1864 ..............  527.00 4,844.00
5) 1865 ..............  628.00 783.00
i) 1866 ..............  90.00 2,470.00
55 1867 ..............  104.47 3,091.53
>7 1868 .............. 1,112.32 2,808.68
55 1869 ..............  672.86 2,083.00

Total $4,141.90 21,189.56
Considering the immense suras o f money annually raised and 

spent by the Chinese for public purposes, but mostly tor idolatrous 
and theatrical exhibitions, it is evident that they are able to support 
benevolent institutions on a large scale, if they had a mind to do i t : 
but it may be that prejudice against foreigners, and want of a truly 
benevolent spirit, are reasons sufficient to account for the disinclina
tion to assume the support o f this hospital, which has been so long 
established, and which has given relief to thousands of their suffering 
people, which the most skilful native doctors were utterly unable to 
give.

The reception o f out-patients at the new hospital and at Kam- 
li-fau has been as in former years : on Mondays and Fridays at 
the former place, and on Tuesdays and Saturdays at the latter. 
The average attendance on prescribing days has been about 60 
patients.

The number o f in-patients in the new hospital was 669, and the 
number o f surgical operations 647. The following table gives a 
general view o f the cases submitted to surgical treatment in the 
hospital, many of which were out-patients.

O p e r a tio n s  in  1869.
Couching Cataract,..................................................................65
Extraction „    "
Artificial pupil, ..................................................................10-
Entropium, .......................................................................  347
.Pterygium, .......................................................................... 18
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Lithotomy,....................     28
Lithotrity, (46 sittings)......................................................  7
Removal necrosed bone, .............................................. 19

„ stone from urethra, ...................................   8
H ydrocele,................................................................................ 8
Phymcsis, ....................................................-.....................11
Fistula in ano ........................................................................9
Amputation o f arm, ......................................................  2

» leg> ....................   1
Instrumental delivery, ...................................................... 2
Extraction o f bullets,...............................................................3
T um ors,..................................................................................23

„  o f Breast ...............................................................9
Hare lip ,.................................................................................. 13
Rent ear, ....................................................................... 11
Nasal polypus, ..............................................................  6
Dislocation of lower j a w , ...................................................... 3
Section tendo achillis, ......................................................  1
Castration................................................................................... 1
Removal of entire lower jaw..............................................  1

The number o f minor operations is not so great as in some pre
vious years, but there has been an increase of those cases requiring 
capital operations. Ten more cases o f urinary calculus have been 
operated on than in any former year, and several more were under 
treatment in which the operation was deferred for various reasons.

Amputations o f the larger limbs have hitherto been exceedingly 
rare, but three cases wei*e under treatment at the same time.

A  detailed account o f some o f the more important cases is given 
as usual.

Removal of entire lower jaw .— The patient was a native o f Sam 
Shui, 33 years old, admitted July 2nd. About one year previously, 
an abscess originating from toothache, formed on the right side of 
the lower jaw. When admitted, there was necrosis of the entire 
jaw bone, *nd a discharge o f very fetid, offensive matter made the 
man an object of disgust to himself and to every body about him. 
There was swelling o f the gums and of the cheeks which enclosed the 
dead bone. The motions of the jaw were, of course, difficult, while 
mastication was impossible and deglution and speech difficult. On 
the 7th o f July the bone was sawed in two on the left side, one 
inch behind the chin, and the left portion of the bone removed.

The object was to allow one side to heal up and prevent the chin 
from falling back and producing suffocation. Small portions o f 
the remaining bone were extracted at different times, and on the 
16th o f September the right side was removed. There was some
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retreating o f the chin, but the tissues were so much condensedby 
the long oontinned irritation, that the tongue could not fall back 
far enough to cover the wind-pipe and produce suffocation.

The offensive discharge gradually ceased and the patient left the 
hospital much improved in general health, and relieved o f a most 
loathsome disease. The appearance o f the bone after removal is 
shown in the cut on p 11.

/Tumor of Breast.— A  man from San-hwui District, aged 53 years 
was admitted on September 7th with.a large tumor on the right 
side o f the breast, which had been growing for 5 years. It was 
now almost,as large as his head. It was moveable, and a favorable 
case for operation. There was some ulceration o f  the surface. 
The operation was performed, September 10th, by Dr. Wong. The 
tumor was adherent to the pectoralis muscle, part o f which was 
removed. Weight o f tumor 5| lbs. The patient made a good re- 
covery. -See cut on p. 11. I > .. .



tbere were two cases o f amputation o f the right arm. One was a, 
boy, aged 18 years, admitted October 81st, who had his right hand 
crushed by a heavy stone. When admitted, the thumb and all the 
fingers were gone, and the stump ulcerated over an extent o f several 
square inches which would not heal, and there was besides a large 
extent o f cicatrix, which was very liable to ulcerate. The arm was 
amputated, November 5th, by Dr. Wong, far enough above the 
wrist to give healthy flaps. The wound soon closed up and the boy 
returned home much improved.

The second case was a boatman aged 36 years, from Ko-iu, whose 
arm was blown to pieces above t,he elbow by the bursting o f a gun 
which he was firing. The accident occurred on the 10th November, 
near the residence o f the Rev. A. Hanspach, who heard the explo
sion, and hastened to see what was the matter. Finding him so 
seriously injured, he sent him immediately to the hospital. The 
bone was shattered and the muscles torn so that amputation was 
the only chance. Much blood had been lost and the man was very 
weak. The arm was removed near the shoulder by Dr. Wong. 
Owing to the contusion o f the parts, the wound was some weeks in 
closing, but gradually the patient recovered and was dismissed 
cured, after two months treatment. A  cut o f this case is given above.

Tumor of forehead.— A man resident in Nan-hai, aged 57 years, 
had a tumor on his forehead, which had been growing for eight 
years, and at the time o f admission hung down over his left eye, 
completely covering it. The sight of the eye was almost lost. 
The tumor was removed on the 13th o f May, and the patient dis
missed cured on the 24th. A  cut o f this case is given on p. 11.

Instrumental delivery.— On the 17th o f January I  was called to 
see a woman near the temple o f the 500 gods. She had been in 
labor for about two days and was much exhausted. The case had 
been one o f breech presentation, and after the body was born, 
so much force was used by the midwife, that it was torn from the head, 
leaving it unborn. All the efforts to remove the head were in vain, 
and I  was sent for to relieve the poor woman of the unfortunate 
situation in which she had been left by the midwife. At first an 
attempt was made to extract the head with a pair o f forceps, but it 
was found that the bones had been broken up by the fruitless 
efforts o f the midwife, and the forceps slipped off. A hook was then 
introduced and fastened into the vertebra and it was then easily 
extracted. It was a shapeless mass o f flesh and broken bones. 
The after-birth was then removed. So great was the exhaustion o f 
the patient, that I had little expectation that she would survive, but 
she rallied and finally recovered.

Instrumental delivery.— I was called on the 8th o f November to 
see a young woman in labor with her first child. She had been in
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labor for eight days, and was greatly exhausted and delirious, but 
she was sitting up, supported by nurses. In this case the bones 
o f the head had been broken by the midwife and the forceps slipped 
off. I was therefore obliged to open the head, remove the brain 
and extract with the hook as in the other case. Putrefaction had 
commenced, and the- most offensive gases were discharged. No 
words can describe tha sickening scene. But it was too late to 
save life, or even to relieve suffering, for the poor woman, in her 
delirium, could scarcely be conscious of suffering. Almost every 
year, cases like the above occur, in which 1 am called when it is too 
late, and the only use in performing any operation is to demonstrate 
to the people that we have a mode of affording relief, which, if re
sorted to in time, will in many cases, save the life o f the mother, and 
in some, both of mother and child.

Urinary Calculus.— As stated above, an increased number o f 
persons have applied for relief for this distressing complaint. In 
some cases, where the stone was supposed to be large, a new 
method o f operating has been tried, with very good success. The 
method recommended in the books is to break up the stone with 
powerful forceps, that iB, from the circumference. The method 
adopted in the cases related below, was to break up from the centre. 
It is believed that with suitable instruments, very large stones may 
thus be removed through an opening o f moderate size.

Case No. 133, operated on March 19th 1869. In this case the 
stone was large and the following method was used to break it up. 
After the usual lateral incision was made, the stone was seized 
with a pair of lithotomy forceps, and a carpenter’s chisel ( j  in 
diam.) was fixed on the part presenting towards the opening, and 
gentle strokes were made on it with a mallet in the hands o f Dr. 
W ong. Some fragments were thus broken off, and the chisel (no 
better instrument being at hand) was used as a drill, and a hole 
was made in the stone to the depth o f f  o f  an inch. Then with 
a pair o f forceps (for necrosed bone) one side o f the stone was 
seized by inserting one blade into the hole, the stone still being 
held in the grasp o f the lithotomy forceps. A  fragment was 
broken off and extracted. The other side o f the stone was broken 
off in the same way. The drill was applied again, and the process 
repeated until about half the stone was removed. The remainder 
o f it was extracted whole. Weight o f fragments was three ounces. 
The patient had a favorable recovery and was discharged cured on 
the 26th day.

Case No. 145. May 19th 1869. This was a case o f 20 years 
standing, and the stone was supposed to be large. The chisel was 
applied in this case, as in the preceding, at first with the purpose 
o f  drilling, and finally the mallet was used, and the stone broken.



TABLUAR STATEMENT OF CASES OF URINARY CALCULUS IN 1869.

■Vo. Residence. Occupation. Duration. Pate of Surgeon. Chemistry. Diameter.
Weight

Result.Age. operation. . Remarhs.
o £ é

135 34 Tung-kwan Farmer 12 years Feb. 17 Dr. Wong 2i by l i 1 1 Recovery
**

Lithotrity 2 Sittings.136 63 Fa-Un Carpenter 2 „ March 3 Dr. Kerr Uric Acid 1
137 6 Wai-chau 3 „ ,, 15 Dr. Wong Triple Phos 21 by 2 1 5 2 (Stone broken up with chisel 

(mallet and bone forceps.138 49 Tung-kwan Farmer 6 it 19 Dr. Kerr Fusible c 4* by 2J 
2 by 1Ü 
2i by U

3 1 »
139 35 Pwan-yii » 4 „ ” 31 >» Uric Acid | 2 7 t> Two Stones.
140 12 Ko-iu 7 .. April 5 Phos. Lime U  by 1 3 1
141 15 Sz-hwui 4 ,, 22 ,, Uric Acid H b y  J 5 1 ,,
142 8 Wai-chau 6 »» May 12

Dr. Wong
Urate ofAmon 18 by i 6 1 ,,

143 21 Pwan-v'ti 3 „ 99 12 Uric Acid i f  by I 6 2 ,,
144
145

9
24

Tung-kwan
Ko-iu Fanner

3 „  
20 „

12
19

Dr. Kerr
Uric Acid

¿ b y  1 

1É by 1
i| by 1

1
1
3

1
”, /Stone broken up with chiscl 

(and mallet.
146 42 Pwan-yii » 2 „ » 26 Dr. Wong ”  { 1 4 Two Stones.
147 11 Tung-kwan 2 „ i9 26 Dr. Kerr

Fusible
i f  by * 2

Died’l
Shape of Dumb bell.

148 10 Wai-chau 7 „ June 21 5 2 On 14th day.
149 65 Nan-hai Farmer 1 >. J9 23 Uric Acid 1Ä by 1 4 Recovery One large & six small stones.

i150 11 Ko-iu 4 „ J3 23 Dr. Wong Id by | 2 1 a151 10 Pwan-ylt 4 „ 99 30 ,, >} 1 by è 2 1
152 54 Fanner 1 » July 31 Dr. Kerr 2*

Died’
Lithotrity 9 sittings. 1

153 16 |) 7 » Aug. 16 Uric Acid 2 by 1* 1 1 On 6th day of Pentonitis. ‘
154 31 Sz-hwui Fanner 7 „ 16 „ » 4 2 Recovery /Stone broken up with chi- 

(sel and bone forceps. ;
155 14 Tung-kwan 11 » fJ 25 Fusible 6 fJ Do. do.
156 64 Nan-kai n 1 »

Sept.
25 iy 3 1 a Lithotrity 11 Sittings.

157 6 Tsing-Un 2i „ 8
Dr. Wong

Uric Acid I  5V 1 1 lè158 47 Tsang-shing Fanner 3 „ 1
Triple Phos 
Uric Acid

2 by 1 6 1 „
159 10 Fa-Un 3 „ 8 U  by l i 1 9J
160 7 Nan-liai l i  „ 99 8 Dr. Kerr i by } 1 3»
161 45 Sam-shui Farmer 13 „ 13 99 „ 21 by 2 3 2 9» Lithotrity 4 Sittings.162 68 Pwan-yii )( H ,, 15 t9 » 2
163 33 Tsing-Un 2 Oct. 7 Dr. Wong U  by 1 1 i
164 6 Pwan-yii 1 „ 18 Dr. Kerr If bT * 1 1
165 42 Farmer 1 » 20 J9 4 Lithotrity.
166 38 Tsa’ng-shing 1 .. 20 3 Died Lithotrity 8 Sittings.
167 10 Tung-kwan 5 .. 25

Dr. Wong
Urate Am. 3 2 Recovery

168 14 Canton Boat-boy 3 „ 25 Uric Acid H by 1 4
169 50 San-ui Farmer 8 >, Nov. 10 Dr. Kerr 7 »’ Lithotrity 10 Sittings.
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into two fragments whicli were easily extracted. It was found 
that the stone was not so large, but it was long and lay trans
versely in the bladder and was grasped so by it, that it was impossi
ble to turn_ it in such a position as to make the long diameter cor
respond to the line o f exit. Weight of stone 1^ ounce. The case 
progressed favorably and was discharged cured.

Case No. lo4. Aug. 16t-h 1869. In this case the stone was large 
and hard, and the chisel and mallet were used. Nearly two hours were 
consumed in drilling and breaking up the stone. Half o f  this time 
w a s  occupied in removing the last fragment which was seized by 
the bladder and held so firmly that it was difficult to get hold o f it 
with the forceps. This patient suffered during the first week, fever 
and abdominal pain, but symptoms gradually improved. An abscess 
formed iu perineum which gave him some suffering. Discharged 
cured on the 31sfc day. Weight of stone 4 oz. 2 dr.

Case 155. A  Boy 14 years old, had suffered from stone 11 years. 
Operation August 23rd 186V*. Bladder was much thickened and 
grasped the stone so closely that for years, no urine had been retained. 
In this case the stone was broken up with necrosis forceps, using 
also one stroke o f chisel and mallet. The stone was comparatively 
soft and easily broken. This boy was worn down so much by the 
long continued disease of the bladder that his recovery was pro
tracted and, indeed, he left the hospital on the 40th day, with a 
fistula remaining and in a weak and anaemic condition.

The following table in continuation o f that o f former years, shows 
the result o f operations for stone in the bladder, separating the 
cases of lithotomy and lithotrity.

LITHOTOMY. 
Operations. Deaths.

Under 10 years,................. ...14 0
10 years and under 20 ....... 35 3
20 „  „  30  26 2
80 „  „  4 0 ........ 33 3
40 „  ., 60  1!» 2

0
3
2
3

no death
one death in I l f  cases.

50 „  „  6 0 ........ 15 4
60 „  „  70   4 1UU j)  j j  / "  i.;o  „ s o . . . . . i  i

4
1
1

Total. 147 16
LITHOTRITY.

20 years to 30 
30 „  40
40 „  50,
50 „  60.
60 „  70
70 „  80.

Operations. 
... 3 
... 5

Deaths.
0
1
0
0
0
0

3
4
3
3

Total, 21 1
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Instruction o f the Medical pupils has been continued as formerly. 
Dr. "Wong has continued his valuable services in this department. 
The want o f text books is an obstacle to the thorough education of 
the pupils. A  work on Chemistry has been translated and is 
nearly ready for the press. A work on Materia Medica has been 
prepared by Dr. Porter Smith o f Hankow, and will soon be pu
blished. It is therefore to be hoped that the want o f text books 
will gradually be supplied.

Religious Services have been held regularly in the Hospital 
Chapel on Sundays and prescribing days, conducted as heretofore 
by the Rev. C. F. Preston. He has also conducted morning 
prayers, at which a portion o f the New Testament was read and 
explained, and a hymn sung. Special instruction has been given 
to female in-patients by a Bible Woman and by one o f the ladies 
of the Mission. Testaments and tracts have also been given to 
such of the patients, as were able to read. By these means and 
by kindly intercourse, with faithful endeavors to give relief to 
their diseases, the Christian Religion has been recommended to 
them. Many have been convinced o f  the folly o f idolatry and of 
the importance o f the truths we preach. W e hope that the future will 
show that the labors o f the year have not been without results. 
One man has for some time been an applicant for baptism, and he 
will soon be received into the church.



REPORT
OF THE

MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY’S
EISPEHSABIES AT WU-CHATJ & SHIU-HUG,

FOE THE YEAR 1869.

By Rev. R. H. GRAVES, m.d.

The Dispensaries under my charge at Wu-Chau and Shiu-IIing- 
have been opened as heretofore, except that in consequence o f the 
death ot my assistant at Shiu-Hing, the Dispensary there has not 
been in such active operation as in former years.

An effort has been made to oust us from Wu-Chau, the Tsang- 
Kuk at Kwei-lin having sent orders that no efforts should be 
spared to prevent foreigners from getting any foothold in the 
province of Kwang-Si. The Department’s Magistrate of Wu-Chau, 
however, after having deputed some subordinates to examine the 
Dispensary and inquire into our mode of procedure, expressed him
self satisfied that we were doing a good work, and declined to 
assume the responsibility of forcing us to leave. He was probably 
the more favorably disposed towards us, as my assistant had vac
cinated his child.

The students at the Examinations in the fall tried to stir up the 
people against foreigners, by posting numerous placards in the 
streets, and by tearing down a proclamation o f the Prefect giving 
countenance to the Roman Catholics. Such pressure has been 
brought to bear upon the owner o f the premises used for the dis
pensary, that he has declined to rent the house to us any longer. I 
had contemplated spending a time at Wu-Chau in the fall, but 
knowing that my presence would only irritate these literary men, 
I  thought it best to keep away and not bring things to a crisis. 
My assistants have continued to work quietly and showed much 
discretion, and I trust that, by God’s blessing, the storm will blow
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over and we may be allowed to remain in peace. There is no 
opposition whatever on the part o f the inhabitants o f Wu-Chau ; as 
in other places it is the officials and the literary men who are 
trying- to excite the people. This spirit o f opposition is o f a piece 
with that shown in other parts o f the Empire, and is doubtless 
caused by the unfortunate policy which has recently been inaugu
rated by Western Governments. It is to be hoped that such attempts 
will cease upon the event o f Western nations assuming the firmer 
policy which all best acquainted with China feel to be so necessary.

During the year, 174 children were vaccinated at Shiu-Hing and 
57 at Wu-Chau, making 231 in all.

Some 650 patients have visited the Shiu-Hing Dispensary and 
some minor surgical operations have been performed.

The assistant at Wu-Chau reports as follows :
Visits to Dispensary for medicine............................. 1,7.52

Operations.
Entropium ..........................    8
Extracting teeth ...................................................... 53
Abcesses opened ...................................................... 83
Small Tumors removed ..................................... 18
Slit Ears restored ...................................................... 32

Total at Wu-Chau ... 
Add Total at Shiu-Hinor

1,946
650

Total No. of patients at both Dispensaries ...........  2,596
As I  contemplate in a short time visiting my native land for the 

recuperation o f my health, Dr. Kerr has kindly consented to take the 
oversight o f the work hitherto under my charge. Hence this year 
I do not apply to the Society tor a separate appropriation towards 
carrying on the work in the valley of the West river.

The Expenses for 1869 are as follows :
M e d . M i s s . So c i e t y  i n  A c c o u n t  w i t h  R . H .  G r a v e s .

Dr.
To Cash paid students,..................$  43
„  Expenses Sliiu Hing Dis- i g gg

pensary,......................... J
„  Expenses AYu Chau Dis- ) „ ...

pensary, ......................... j
,, Coolie,....................................... 14.00
,, Rent Wu Chau,......................  70.40
„  Cash paid Dr. Kerr for Me-1 

dicines,...........................J 10.22

$150.00

Cr.
By Cash from Messrs. Russell} 

& Co. Treasurers, J ¡5150

Acct. Balanced $150

R . H. G RAVES.



REPORT

OF THE

SHIK-LUNG D IS P E N S A R Y .
FOR 1869.

The work at this station continues as in former years. The 
market days o f each month, (o f which there are nine), were set apart 
for prescribing. Owing to the fact that my two native assistants 
have been engaged in teaching and preaching and other duties, 'we 
were not able to give so much attention to patients as in former 
years. Sometimes I  was obliged to use school-boys or servants to 
assist in the dispensary. The regular work o f the school was often 
interrupted by patients who did not know the regular prescribing 
days, or who thought we ought to suspend every thing to attend to 
them. W e were obliged to make application to the local mandarin 
to inform the public, that, to our great regret, we were unable to 
attend to patients whp came at all hours o f the day. Owing there
fore to the want o f time and numerous engagements, the number o f 
patients attended to in Shik-lung was less than in former years.

With the exception o f a few cases mentioned below, in-patients 
were not received, and they were advised to go to the hospital in 
Canton ; and only when this advice could not be followed, I  was 
obliged at great inconvenience to take the sufferers in. In two 
cases I had to do with dying men, who were cruelly carried out to 
the burial ground, to be left there until their sufferings were ended 
by death. They had no relatives here, but had come from distant 
places to obtain a living by work which is to be had in a large em
porium like Shik-lung. But alas they were suddenly attacked with 
gastric fever, and the neglect o f a few days made the complaint 
dangerous. The people in finding this to be the case, instead of 
helping the poor creatures, were in haste to get rid o f them, to avoid 
the expense o f burying them. In one case, when I  discovered the
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man’s sad condition and asked aid to bring him to the dispensary, 
they refused, evidently thinking the trouble unnecessary, as he 
could not live very long. Persons passing the street and seeing me 
endeavoring to help the sufferer, laughed and made sport o f the 
whole affair. Such is the state o f brutality in which we find many 
of the Chinese. The same degraded moral Btate is shown by the 
exposure o f children in the graveyards to die o f starvation and cold. 
I  have rescued some children thus exposed, but for some of them no 
nurses could be obtained because they were so sick and we were 
compelled to take them into our own house and nurse them as long 
as they lived. It was even difficult to get assistance from Native 
Christian women ; so averse is the Chinese mind to give help to 
persons in danger o f dying. In my extremity Mrs. Krolczyk be
came my assistant in this part o f my work. Recently a foundling 
died and the nurse brought the corpse as a sick child to the dis
pensary and then refused to take any part in cleaning or dressing 
it, and this again devolved on Mrs. Krolczyk. One would imagine 
that such charity would win the hearts o f the people, but I am 
sorry to say that thi3 is not the case, at least as far as my neighbours 
are concerned. They are in constant dread o f the influence o f de
parted spirits. Even the literary classes are not exempt from the 
influence o f this superstition. Pupils have no doubt been lost to 
the schools on this account, but I  will by no means cease to give 
my aid to the sick and dying, hoping that gradually the better part 
o f the Chinese will be on my side, and that prejudice will finally 
give way to the voice o f conscience.

To any who may be disposed to conclude, from the foregoing 
statement, that all our labor is in vain, I  may state that several 
times I have, with these facts, put to silence those who slandered 
foreigners. A ll the boasting about their sages, and benevolent socie
ties was stopped, in the face o f such facts as the above. Western civi
lization, with all its defects, has never been degraded to such brutality. 
It was left to the Chinese to demonstrate what a moral system put 
upon its own resources, may achieve.

Medical Excursions.— Visits have been made to several places for 
the purpose o f preaching and distributing medicines.

1st. Ho-au and 8ai-fu-tong.— These places are in the San-On dis
trict. After spending two weeks in Ho-au, a house was offered 
me free o f rent and I  was invited to open a dispensary.

Shin-sam and Shui-hong.— The road to these places was dangerous 
and the country notorious for the daring robberies committed by 
the people. There were also two battle fields o f neighbouring clans 
to be passed. Fortunately I  received protection and kind treat
ment from a clan, one of whose people, a blind graduate, had re
ceived some benefit from my medicines. I  was escorted thi’ough the
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mountain passes between Tung-kun and San-On. Many places on 
the way were marked by monuments of travellers who had been 
robbed and killed. In a small market place, an old man exclaimed 
with astonisment : 11 Why, do you dare to come here ? don’t you 
know that we catch people and butcher them ? ” The Mandarins 
are far off and every body does as he likes. But I offered medi
cines and distributed sheet tracts, explaining the object o f my visit. 
So the people became quite friendly and invited me to stay with 
them, but I could only promise to return next year.

In Thin-sam I  was received and entertained by the chief man 
and was invited to dine and take tea with the leading men o f the 
town. On leaving I was conducted by the people some distance 
from the village. I  have never before met with such cordial hos
pitality during my residence in China. From Thin-sam I  went to 
Shiu-kong and a medical sheet tract given to an old man on the 
way, was the meaus o f saving me from being robbed by two men 
who followed us.

From Shui-kong I  proceeded to Tam-shui, from which place the 
Rev. Mr. Hanspach was driven away some years ago. I  met with 
very respectful treatment there and found one o f Dr. Kerr’s pupils 
had opened a dispensary there and some of the former opponents 
have favored the undertaking.

I next passed the department city o f Wai-chau where I found the 
fame o f another of Dr. Kerr’s pupils spread like a household word 
among the people. The Admiral has presented him with a tablet, 
and this has had a very favorable influence on his practice.

San-tong.—This place is about 12 miles down the river from 
Shik-lung, on the way to Canton. I  have long endeavored in vain 
to get a footing in this place. The gentry were determined at all 
hazards to prevent the opening o f a Missionary Station or dispen
sary. I  have now however made good progress by staying several 
days in shops and treating patients in the midst o f the noise and 
bustle o f the market. The noisy crowd by degrees became civil 
and quiet, so that on my last visit I was able to speak to an atten
tive audience about the object of my visits. Recently the house o f 
a native Doctor has been offered to me, and the Mandarin, who has 
been my patient, is very friendly.

Lin-chau is a city in the N. W . o f Canton Province, the capital of 
the department in which the aborigines reside. My trip was made 
in the end o f September and first o f October. The Mandarins on 
the way were very kind and sent policemen to keep the excited 
crowd in order. As soon as the people understood my object, they 
changed their tone and became friendly. By the assistance o f my 
medical practice I  got to the aborigines, which the commandant o f 
the neighboring fortress would not allow. I operated on the eye



o f a Mia Tsz, and ho took me secret^ to his home in the mountains. 
Bat the lawless part o f his kinsmen wished to rob me, so I made 
ray escape in the night, after preparing some medicines for patient* 
whom I  had seen the evening before. In the fortress I healed a 
female slave o f an officer, of a bad inflammation o f the throat. He 
was so pleased that he gave me horses and servants to bring me to 
the city o f Lin-chau. The mandarin o f the city, a relative o f the 
Emperor, was exceedingly civil to me.



REPORT

OF THE

D IS P E N S A E Y  AT FUITJN,
FOR 1869.

Fu-mun is situated about four miles to the north o f the Bogue 
forts, and is the residence o f the Admiral o f the two Kwong Provin
ces. The population o f the place is about 12,000, besides which 
there are 5,000 soldiers, with their officers o f various grades. Fu- 
mun was occupied as a Mission Station in Jan. 1864, since which 
time the undersigned has resided within the walls o f tha town. Nei
ther the mandarins nor the people made any objection to a foreigner 
residing there. Last Spring an attempt to stir up the mob was 
made by persons near the city o f Tnng-kun, who circulated malig
nant papers stating that foreigners made use o f pills with evil in
tentions. The matter was reported to the Viceroy by the N. German 
Consul and the agent o f the parties imprisoned. Such measures 
had a very good effect upon the people. The friendly intercourse 
with the people was no more interrupted.

Most of the cases applying for aid are from the poorer classes. 
Among those treated were some cases o f cataract, iridictomy, frac
ture o f the patella, &c., but the large majority were light but trou
blesome disorders o f the eye, skin and digestive functions.

Among the native physicians are some who take great interest 
in the foreign mode o f healing. They study Dr. Hobson’s books 
and express a wish for more o f a like character.

E. FABER.


