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MINUTES OF THE

TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY IN CHINA.

The Twenty-sixth Annual Meeting of this Society was held in Canton 
•on Tuesday, the 17th January, 1865, at the house of Messrs Olyphant 
& Co.

Present,—Rev. J. H. Gray, m.a. ; Messrs G. B. Glover, G. A. Archer, 
Theo. Sampson, G. B. Lawrence, and J. P. Frazer, Esqrs.; Bev. C. F. 
Preston ; Bev. J. C. Nevin, Bev. A. Folsom and J. G. Kerr, m .d.

The Chair was taken by the Bev. J. H. Gray, M.A., Vice President; 
and the notice calling the meeting was read.

The minutes of the last Annual Meeting were read and approved.
The Meeting then proceeded to the election of officers, and the follow

ing were chosen for the ensuing year :—
President.— Thos. B. Colledge, m.d., f.k.s. Ed. (in England).
Vice Presidents.— S. Wells Williams, l .l .d . ; Hon. F. Chomley, Warren 

Delano, Jr., Hon. J. Whittall, and James Purdon, Esqs.; Bev. J. H. 
Gray, m.a.; A. B. Neilson, 0 . H. Perry, Hon. C. W. Murray, and A. 
Campbell, Esqs.; Bev. D. Ball, m.d. ; Sir J. Bowring, i .l .d . ; John Dent, 
John D. Gibb, Esqs. ; [(in England), Hon. Peter Parker, D. N. Spooner, 
and John Heard, Esqs. (in U. S.)

Corresponding and Recording Secretary.— John G. Kerr, M.D.
Treasurers.— Messrs Bussell <fe Co.
Auditor.— Geo. B. Glover, Esq.
The Beport of the Hospital in Canton was then presented to the meet

ing, and an abstract of it was read, from which it appeared that the num
ber of out-patients attended to in Canton was 15,936, and at the Dis
pensary in Fuhshan 5015, and the number of children vaccinated was 
427. The number of in-patients was 427,p and pecuniary aid was given to 
93 of the most destitute of these and to some of the out-patients. More 
than 400 surgical_ operations had been performed. The amount of money



paid out on account of the Hospital for rent, hire of assistants and coolies, 
for medicines and aid to poor patients was $1098.50. The amount of 
money received from the Treasurers was $1150 ; for medicines and trus
ses sold $158.27, and for destitute, $13.00, total $1321.27, leaving a ba
lance of $222.77, to the credit of next year’s account. The Dispensary 
of Shik-lung has been kept up by the Rev. A. Krolczyk, who resides 
there; but he has been necessarily absent about one half of the'year, and 
its operations have therefore been interrupted. Religious Services have 
been conducted by the Rev. C. F. Preston, assisted in Fuh-shan by Rev. 
I. M. Condit.

The Report of the dispensary at Shiuhing, under the care of Rev. R. 
H. Graves, m .d ., was also presented. The number of patients attended 
to there was 2160, and about 100 children had been vaccinated.

On motion of Mr Sampson, seconded by Mr Archer, the Reports were 
accepted, and it was ordered that 400 copies be printed in English and 
4000 in Chinese.

Estimates were then presented for the current expenses of the ensuing 
year. On motion of Mr Glover, seconded by Mr Lawrence, the sum of 
$1000 was appropriated for the current expenses of the Hospital in Canton, 
and $100 for Mr Graves’ Dispensary in Shiu-hing; and Dr Kerr was au
thorized to use the balance of $222, from last year’s account, in itinerating.

The Treasurers’ Report was then called for; but as it had not been re
ceived, it was referred to a subsequent meeting of the Society.

The Committee of Management appointed at the ‘last Annual meeting 
of the Society, to devise the best means of enlarging the Hospital, report
ed progress; whereupon, on mption of Dr Happer seconded by Mr Fol- 
Bom/it was resolved that the Committee be continued, and that vacancies 
be ¿led.

On motion of Mr Preston, seconded by Mr Kevin, Mr Glover was ap
pointed to fill the place of Mr Heard, who declined to serve, and Dr Hap
per was appointed to fill the place of Mr F. W. Lawrence, who has left 
China. The Committee now consists of W . Delano, Jr., E sq .; Rev. J. 
H. Gray, m.a.; 'Geo. B. Glover, Esq. ; G. Dods, m .d. ; Rev. A. P. Hap
per, d.d. ;  Theo. Sampson, Esq., and J. G. Kerr, m.d.

On motion of Mr Glover, seconded by Mr Frazer, a vote of thanks was 
passed to Drs Dods and Wong Fun, for important assistance rendered in 
the Hospital; to Dr Kerr, and Mr Graves, and to the Chairman ; after 
which the meeting adjourned, to meet ̂ at the call of the Committee of 
Management.
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J. G. Kerk, Secretary.
J. H. GRAY, Chairman.



R E P O R T
OF THE

MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY’S 

HOSPITAL I S  CANTON,

B y J O H N  G.  K E E E ,  m. d.

In presenting to the Medical Missionary Society the Report 
of the Hospital for the year just closed, 1 desire to express my 
thanks to the Officers and Members of the Society and to 
other gentlemen who have contributed so liberally for the 
enlargement of the Hospital under my care. Although nothing 
has as yet been done, the object has been steadily kept in 
view and efforts have been made to secure a good location 
where suitable buildings could be erected. An application 
was made to Chinese Authorities for a grant of land, but 
owing to fear and jealousy or to a want of public spirit, it was 
unsuccessful. Negotiations are now in progress for a lot of 
ground in every way suitable for the purposes intended, and if 
successful, the ground will be secured at a very moderate cost. 
Owing to the fact that ownership of real estate in China is 
divided among many branches of a family it is impossible to 
avoid delay in obtaining the consent of all concerned.
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The operations of the Hospital have been conducted during 
another year without interruption. The dispensary in Fuh- 
shan has also been continued as formerly, weekly visits being 
made in the Spring months and every two weeks during the 
rest of the year. '

The majority of cases treated have been persons affected 
with chronic diseases which have resisted ,the action of native 
remedies, or have been neglected until suffering or inconveni
ence resulting therefrom compelled them to seek relief. Many 
such cases are brought to the Hospital as the last resort, and 
it is not to be wondered at that no small number of them are 
incurable. Acute cases of disease are seldom brought for 
treatment, and febrile and inflammatory diseases are treated 
by native physicians, because the people have much more con
fidence in their own practice for what are called internal di
seases.

The Dispensary which was opened last year at Shik-lung 
has been continued under the care of the Rev. A. Krolczyk, 
who resides there and is well received by the people. Owing 
to circumstances connected with the death of two of his as
sociates, Mr Krolczyk has been absent from his station a 
number of months, but when he was at home patients were 
received on regular prescribing days, He has also made a 
number of trips to various places for the purpose of healing 
in connection with preaching and the distribution of books. 
He has thus visited the district Cities of Tung-kun and Pok-lo 
Districts, Tai-ping and Nam-sha, near the Bogue, and also 
Po-heurig-ping and Lo-fau-shan.

It was my intention to make a number of excursions into 
the country for the purpose of healing, but I was detained at 
home most of the year by circumstances which I could not 
control. One excursion was made to Kong-mun, a large sea
port town, near the mouth of the West river. Owing to the 
very high state of the waters at the time and the unfavorable 
weather, not much was done, but two or three cases are given 
below which came under, notice in that trip. Patients were
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prescribed for at three places—Kong-mun, Tsim-kong and 
Ohan-tsun.

The importance and usefulness of > such excursions are fully 
appreciated, but the necessary attention required by important 
cases at the Hospital forbids frequent or long-continued absence 
from the City. It is contemplated during the coming year, to 
suspend the Dispensary in Fuh-shan with the view of mak
ing short visits to many cities and villages in the vicinity of 
Canton. The Dispensary in Fuh-shan has been kept up for four 
years, and the place is now open to the free access of foreign
ers for purposes of trade or for Missionary work, and it may 
be well to divide the labour heretofore spent there among a 
number of smaller places.

The following table exhibits the aggregate monthly atten
dance of out-patients at Canton and Fuh-shan.

Males. Females. Total. Fuh-shan.
January, 1,130 225 ],055 260
February, 209 37 246 110
March, ............................ 920 260 1,170 330
April, ......................................... 862 267 1,029 580
M a y ,......................................... 1,214 334 1,548 720
June, ......................................... 1,262 339 1,601 500
J u ly ,......................................... 1,122 356 1,478 400
A u g u s t ,....................................... 1,212 360 1,572 205
S ep tem ber,............................ 1,409 416 ),825 420
O ctober,......................................... 1,266 426 1,692 690
N o v e m b e r ,............................ 1,013 465 1,478 450
December, ............................ 899 343 1,242 350

15,936 5,015

The. days for prescribing have been Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays of each week. The whole number attended to 
has been 20,951. There has been no accurate account, of the 
numbers prescribed for at Shik-Iung and on the various ex
cursions. These would no doubt be about 5000 more.

The diseases most commonly met with are those of the 
eye and skin, rheumatism, scrofula, syphilis, bronchitis, dropsy, 
dyspepeia, &c., &c. Besides these there are the various forms 
of tumors and abscesses, caries o f  bone, urinary calculus, gun
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shot wounds, cataract and other forms of disease o f  the eye 
which require surgical interference.

The vaccine department has been kept up during the spring 
months, and 427 children were vaccinated at Canton and Fuh- 
shan. Native vaccinators have been supplied with good lymph, 
and it is one main object of this department to furnish Chinese 
operators every year with a supply of genuine lymph. A 
vaccine establishment has been opened in the Eastern Sub
urbs under the patronage of a wealthy native, and one of the 
pupils of the Hospital has been employed to operate. A young 
man, formerly a pupil has been employed to vaccinate in Tai- 
leung, the district city of Shun-tak District. He is suppor
ted by an association of wealthy men.

In-patients.—The whole number of persons received into the 
Hospital as in-patients has been 427, of whom 284 were males 
and 143 were females. The following Table exhibits the prin
cipal diseases of those who resided in the Hospital as in-pa- 
fcients:—

Diseases of the Eye,
Rheumatism, .

, Chronic Ulcers, .
Entropium,
Cataract,
Urinary Calculus,
Bronchitis, . . .
Syphilis,
Caries of Bone,
Jaundice,
Opium Smoking, .
Asthma, . . .

100 Gun-shot wounds, . 16
31. T u m o r , ......................................

Cancer of Breast, .
9

38 8
53 Fistula in Ano, 12
26 Dropsy, . . . . 12
15 Abscess, . . . . 8
6 Stricture of Urethra, 3
7 Fracture, . . . . 3
7 Phymoris, . . . . 4

11 Hare-lip, . . . 4
10

9
Sundry Diseases, . . . 37

The number of surgical operations performed has been about 
400. The following is a list of the more important and of some 
of those which are more common:—Eemoval of tumors, 26; 
For Necrosis, 8 ; Fistula in Ano, 12; Ascites, 7; Hydrocele, 
7 ; Entropium, 190; Pterygium, 27; Oataract, 20; Extrac
tion of bullets, 10; Lithotomy, 11; Lithotrity, 1 ; Phymosis, 
7 ; Hare-lip, 4.

Tumor of the Neck.—A young man, 27 years old, from the 
District of Sin-on, was brought to the Hospital by a former 
pupil. He had a tumor on the side of the neck, which made 
its appearance about six years ago, near the angle of the jaw.



It had grown rapidly during the last two years and was about 
the size of a cocoa-nut. Its situation over the large vessels 
and nerves of the neck, made its removal difficult andjdan- 
gerous, but after careful examination of the case it was decided 
to operate. Dr Dods kindly assisted, and the operation was 
performed on the 11th of November. The tumor was lobular 

, in its structure, not firmly attached at the base and its removal 
was not so difficult as was anticipated. Its weiglit was one 
pound. About five hours after the operation, the occurrence of 
secondary hemorrhoge made it necessary to re-open the wound 
in t>rder to secure some small arteries from which the bleeding 
proceeded, and to remove the coagulated blood. During the first 
three days, there was fever and some swelling of the parts 
around the wound, but these soon subsided and the case pro
gressed so favorably that on the tenth day, the wound was 
almost healed. The patient was discharged cured on the 19th 
day, and he returned to his home relieved of a disease, which 
was not only a great deformity, but which would also have 
endangered his life.

Encysted Tumor.— A respectable female, aged 48, from 
Tsang-shing District, was admitted with a large flabby tumor 
on the posterior and upper part of the thigh. It began about 
ten years ago and had attained such a size as to cause great 
inconvenience when she took the sitting posture. The shape of 
the tumor was oblong, and it extended from the hip, obliquely 
downward and inwards. On introducing an exploring needle, 
about a pint of dark grumous fluid was discharged. The tumor 
soon filled up again; the patient decided to have it removed as 
the only hope of relief. The operation was performed October 
1st. A large incision was made into the tumor and the con
tents evacuated. These consisted of the fluid above-mentioned 
and of masses of hard whitish unorganized matter common to 
tumors of this class. ■ The sack was then dissected out entire, and 
with it was removed a portion of superfluous skin. The sack 
was very thick as was also the skin from the pressure of the 
weight of the body whenever the patient sat down. The weight 
of the sack and skin was seven ounces. The healing process
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was rather slow, but on the whole advanced favorably, and the 
patient was discharged entirely cured on the 26th day after the 
operation.

Gun-shot Wounds.—As usual a number of cases of gun-shot 
wounds are brought for treatment. The clan-fights in various 
parts of the country and the frequent attacks by pirates on 
passenger apd cargo boats result in numerous severe wounds of 
this class.

Extraction of Bullet from the Neck.— A man, from Tung-kwan 
District, aged 30 years, was shot in the neck by pirates, ih e  
bullet entered the right side, just beneath the ramus of the jaw 
and passed between the oesophagus and vertebrae of the neck, 
wounding both. It lodged in the muscles of the left side of the 
neck. The point of entrance had closed up, and there was a dis
charge of matter by the mouth. The bullet was so deep that 
it was found with difficulty. It was removed June 6th, and 
weighed two drams. About eight weeks after the operation, 
fragments of two vertebrae, with the connecting cartilage were 
discharged by the mouth, giving considerable relief. The in
jury of the bone made the case more protracted. When last 
seen the patient was much better and the discharge of matter 
had almost ceased.

Trephining o f Femur and Extraction o f  Bullet.— This pa
tient was also from Tung-kwan District, and was shot on the 
inner side of the right knee, near the joint. The bullet was 
lodged in the articular head of the femur. A  counter-opening 
had formed by suppuration on the outer side of the knee. The 
position of the bullet was determined after careful examination, 
but neither of the openings were large enough to allow it to 
pass. With a small trephine a portion of bone was removed at 
the point of entrance, and the bullet was extracted. Its weight 
was 6f drams.

Extraction o f BullM.—A patient, aged 46, from Tung-kwan 
District, was shot eight months before, causing fracture of. the 
thigh bone. This had re-united, but the bullet lodged in the 
muscles on the outer and back part of the lower third of the



thigh. It was removed by Kvvan Ato, and was found to be 
flattened into an oblong, irregular shape. It weighed five 
drams.

Extraction o f  a Ball from the Tibia.—A young man, 21 
years old, from Tung-kwan District, was shot eight months ago, 
just above the ankle joint. The bullet lodged in the lower end 
of the tibia, which was enlarged from the long-continued irrita
tion. There was a fistulous opening about two inches deep, at 
the bottom of which the ball could be felt. It was necessary 
to enlarge the opening, with a gouge or chisel. This was a 
severe and tedious process, but after about one hour’s hard work, 
the opening was sufficiently enlarged, a bullet was extracted 
which weighed one ounce.

Urinary Calculus.— Fifteen cases of this disease have been 
under treatment during the year. Two cases left the Hospital 
without an operation, and in one of them the stone was so 
large that it could not have been removed. It filled up the 
whole bladder, so that but a very little urine could be retained.

One case died in the Hospital. When admitted he was in a 
condition that rendered an operation inadmissible. The stone 
was removed post mortem by one of the pupils, and was found 
to contain a portion of a bean stalk, on which the stone had 
concreted. The patient while living stated that something, of 
the kind had been introduced by some mischievous boys while 
he was asleep. The probability is that he had endeavoured to 
give relief to some suffering by introducing the stalk of a bean, 
and that a portion of it broke off and passed into the bladder. 
The cut on p. 14 represents the substance as it appeared after 
being dried. It was about six inches long, and there are seen 
to be three fragments of the stone adhering to it.

The operation of lithotomy was performed on eleven cases 
during the year. Of these three were fatal, and eight recover
ed. This is a greater mortality than has occurred in any former 
year. The operation of lithotrity was performed on one patient 
with a successful result. The tabular statement on p. 12 gives 
the principal facts of each case, and it is only necessary to add 
a few remarks on some of the more important ones.
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TABULAR STATEMENT OF CASES OF URINARY CALCULUS.

No. Age. [Residence. Occupation.
Dura
tion.

Date 
n o f Chemical Comp. Diameters.

Weight.
Result.

Years. vperuiton
Ox. Dr. | 5c.

No. 45 24 Fuh-shan Brlckmason 3
1864

March 30 Phosphatio
I f  by 1 \ 
H  by 1 ì 1 1 Recovery

» 46 29 Pwan yu Laborer 2 Maroh 30 Urie Acid H  by l i 7 Death
« 47 10 Pwan yu 3 Jun. 25 &c. Urlo Acid by I* 7 l i Kocovery
» 48 67 Heung shan Fanner 3 April 20 Urlo Acid 3 Recovery
» 49 49 Tung kwan Shopman 6 July 9 Urie Acid l ì  by If 1 Recovery
» 50 31 Tsung fa Farmer 2 Aug. 25 Triple Phos. 1 by J *1 2 Recovery
» 51 37 Tung kwan Farmer 1 Aug. 25 Urio of Ammo. I f  by 1 5 2 Recovery
» 52 38 Pwan yu Farmer 5 Aug. 25 Ox. of lime 2i by 1 1 2 Recovery
” 53 46 Fa un Farmer 5 Sept. 1 Ur. of Ammo. l* b y l± 1 1 Recovery
» 54 42 Hal ping Coal dealer 3 Nov. 1 Ur. of Ammo. H b y l 5 Recovery
” 55 50 Tung kwan Farmer 8 Nov. 1 Urio Acid 

Trip. Phos. / 2Jbyl| 2 2 Death
” 56 40 Tsang shlng Farmer 8 Dec. 2 Phos. of lime 2 fby  If 3 7 1 Death

Remarks.

3 Stones. One * in. diam. 

Lithotrity.

3 Stones, 2 very small

Stone covered with Sharp 
[Crystals.

On 4th Day. 

On 6th Day.
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Case 48.— Lithotrity. This patient was an old man, who 

was in so weak and anaemic condition that resort to the knife 
would have been surely fatal, and there was very little hope 
that crushing the stone would give him relief. He was very 
urgent to be operated on, and as the only chance, the experi
ment was tried. On account of his condition, extreme care was 
required in the use of the instruments, and it was not until after 
fourteen sittings, extending over a space of three and one-half 
months, that the debris was all discharged. After each sitting 
there was considerable relief to his sufferings, even before the 
broken fragments were evacuated. He was seen several weeks 
after the last sitting, and the relief from his former sufferings 
was perfect, but exposure to continued damp weather then pre
vailing had favoured the development of dropsical symptoms, to 
which his anaemic condition rendered him liable.

Cases 50, 51, & 52.— These three cases were all operated on 
the same day and were all successful. The performance of so 
many operations for stone in one day is a rare occurrence in 
any hospital. The calculi are figured on p. 14 merely as 
specimens of the form and size of stones mete with. The 
patient in case 51 had been in the hospital in the early part 
of the year, and his sufferings then were excruciating, and 
the symptoms of ulceration of the bladder were very manifest, 
The operation was then declined, and he was sent to the country 
with the hope that his health would improve. When he return
ed to the hospital his symptoms, both local and general, had im
proved, but there was still a discharge of pus with the urine, a 
condition put down by the books as forbidding an operation. 
It was decided however to operate as the only hope of relief 
from a miserable life, with the prospect of certain death at no 
distant day. The size and shape of the stone taken from him 
are represented on p. 14, fig. 51. It was comparatively smooth 
and not very large. His recovery was slow, but on the whole 
satisfactory. The stone taken from case 52 and shown in the 
same cut was larger and more rough, but the sufferings of this 
patient had been comparatively light and his recovery was 
quite rapid.





Cases 55 and 56.— These cases were both fatal. The disease 
was of long standing, their constitutions much broken down, 
and the stones large. The hope of giving relief to their long 
continued sufferings was disappointed. The cause of death in 
both cases was inflammation of the peritoneum.

The following tabular statement gives the results of all the 
operations for stone, and shows the periods of life at which the 
disease has been met with, as well as the periods of life at which 
the fatal cases occurred.

Deaths.No. of 
operations.

Under JO years ................................................................2
1 u years old and under 20  . . .  ...   8
20 „ 30  12 1
30 „  „  40 .............................................. 13 1
40 „  „  50  9 1
50 „ „ 60 ...  .........................  8 3
60 „  „  70  ^

56 7

The proportion of deaths to recoveries is one in 8, but it will 
be seen that four of the deaths, or more than half, occurred in 
cases over 50 years of age, when the danger of the operation 
is increased with the advance of life. Excluding the cases of 
50 years old and upward, it will be seen that there were 44 
operations and only 3 deaths, or the proportion of one death in 
14| cases.

Instrumental Delivery.— On the 11th of June, I was called to 
see a woman in the Western suburbs, who had been in labor 
four days with her first child. She was apparently strong and 
healthy and about 20 years old. When I arrived the pains had 
ceased about ten hours, and the exceedingly offensive odour of 
the discharges satisfied me that the life of the child had been 
extinct for some time. The position of the child was natural 
and the parts of the mother well developed. The cause of 
suspended uterine action was not apparent. The only resource 
was instrumental delivery. With Davis’ forceps this was ac
complished in one hour. After the delivery the patient wa« 
much prostrated, the womb did not contract and danger was im
minent. Reaction, however, soon took place, and she was re-
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ported as doing well the next day by Dr Wong F un, who kindly 
saw her for me. The house where this poor woman lived and 
where the operation was performed, was a narrow hong divided 
ijito four rooms, and occupied by three families. My patient 
had the back room and the only source of light and ventilation 
was the roof. The room was barely large enough for a bed, 
table and a stool or two. That human beings can recover from 
serious illness in such quarters is one of the wonders of the 
Celestial Empire.

Amputation o f both Feet.— A female, aged 23 years, was- 
brought to the hospital with both feet in a state of complete 
mortification, which had existed for twenty-five days. The 
cause was stated to have been exposure during the extreme cold 
weather in the month of February. There was of course a great 
degree of general prostration of the vital functions. Both feet 
were amputated at the ankle joint, where a line of demarcation 
was formed and the gangrene arrested. The stumps began to 
heal up slowly and the case progressed favorable for some time, 
but finally the system became exhausted by the long continued 
suppuration, and the patient died 100 days after the operation.

Partial Amputation o f Upper Jaw.— A female aged 32 years, 
from Pwan-yu District, was admitted with disease of the 
upper jaw, which began about one year ago. There was en
largement of the bone with loosening of the teeth. The disease 
was evidently of a cancerous nature and extirpation was the 
only remedy. The operation was performed on the 30th 
of July. An incision was carried from the corner of the 
mouth nearly to the ear and the upper lip dissected from the 
bone to a sufficient extent to expose the tumor. With the saw 
and bone forceps the diseased bone was removed, and the cavity 
filled with wet lint. The divided cheek was then brought toge
ther and secured by hare-lip suture. The case progressed 
favorably until, the eighth day, when she was seized with an at
tack of tonsilitis, which placed her in great danger, but it pas
sed off without any bad result, and the patient returned home on 
the fifteenth day, much improved. She has been heard from 
since and was reported entirely well.



Necrosis.— Several interesting cases requiring operations for 
the removal of dead bone have been under treatment during the 
year. A  young man, from Nan-hai District had necrosis of the 
left ramus of the lawer jaw. The disease originated from tooth
ache and had existed for three years. There was an opening 
in the neck below'the angle of the jaw from which there was 
a constant discharge of matter. Several teeth had been lost, 
and matter was discharged into the. mouth. There was also 
considerable swelling of the cheek, which was very hard. By 
enlarging the opening in the side of the neck the bone could be 
seized with a pair of forceps, but it was found impossible to ex
tract it. Efforts were made to break the bone and to divide 
it with a narrow-bladed saw, but these failed. An incision was 
then made from the corner of the mouth downward, and back
ward, dividing the whole lip. The flaps were thrown back and 
the lower jaw exposed. An opening was then made through 
the condensed tissue round the bone, and it was extracted in 
two pieces, one about the size of an olive, and the other about 
an inch square. The lips were then brought together with hare
lip suture, and water dressing applied. The case progressed 
favorably and in the course of a few weeks was discharged cured,

Trephining the Femur for Necrosis.— A Female aged 20 years 
from Pwan-yu District, applied for the relief of a fistulous open
ing on the inner side of the left thigh, just above the knee 
There had been a swelling and abcess five years ago, which hac 
never healed. On examination the fistula extended to th< 
cavity of the thigh bone and a piece of dead bone was fount 
firmly fixed there. An attempt was made to break off the bon< 
and remove it with the forceps, but this was found impossible 
An incision was then made from the opening upward, and th< 
muscles divided down to the bone. The flesh was dissected fron 
the bone around the fistula, and a circle of bone cut out, wit] 
a small trephine. The dead bone was then extracted withou 
much difficulty. The operation was followed by considerable 
fever for some days, attended with much suppuration from th 
wound, but these symptoms subsided in due time, and the cas
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was progressing favorably, when the patient returned home be
fore the damage done to the bone had been entirely repaired.

Necrosis of Humerus.—During a trip made to the Country in 
the month of August for the purpose of dispensing Medicines a 
boy was brought to me at the village of Tsim-kong, S. W . from 
Canton, who had a piece of bone projecting from his arm just 
below the shoulder. It was found to be quite loose, and I 
easily extracted it with my fingers. It was about four inches 
long and about one third of it projected through the flesh 
causing much inconvenience and suffering. The poor boy had 
been in this condition for a year or more. The operation was 
performed in the presence of a crowd of the villagers, who were 
not ia little astonished at the immediate relief given to a case 
which had resisted all the pills and plasters of their wisest 
doctors.

During the same trip, a young man 16 or 17 years old was ope
rated on at Rong-mun for necrosis of the humerus. An ulcer 
had existed near the shoulder joint for about a year, which was 
prevented from healing by a fragment of dead bone. In this 
case a severe and painful operation had to be performed, as the 
circumstances did not admit of the administration of chloroform 
This was endured with much fortitude by the lad, and a piece of 
bone 3 inches long was extracted. He was rewarded with a 
prospect of permanent relief to his long-continued sufferings.

Aneurism.— Very few cases of this disease have been seén 
among the Chinese at this Hospital. A remarkable example 
came under notioe the present year. The patient was a man 
42 years old, from Heung Shan District. The Aneurism was 
an enormous tumor, situated on the right side of the chest, ex
tending from the clavicle to the nipple and a little below it, and 
from the arm-pit to the breast bone. It made its appearance 
about fourteen months ago, but occasioned no serious inconveni
ence until recently. For two or three months, it had been en
larging rapidly, and now caused great distress. Strong pulsation 
could be distinctly felt in all parts of the tumor. It was external 
to the ribs, and originated no doubt in one of the thoracic branches



( 19 )
of the axillary artery. The patient’s general health was very 
much undermined by his sufferings and by opium smoking, to 
which he had resorted for relief. The great size of the tumor 
and the bad state o f the patient’s health prevented any attempt 
at an operation.

Elephantiasis.— This disease occurs very frequently among 
the Chinese and is met with in various forms. A very singular 
case was under treatment during the year. The patient, a 
farmer aged 25 years from Heung-shan District, had suffered 
for two years, and the face was the only part affected. The 
lips were enormously enlarged, so that they hung down to the 
chin in thick flabby folds. The nose was also enlarged, and there 
were tumors under both eyes, and one on the upper lid of the 
right eye. The man’s countenance of course had a very hideous 
and unnatural appearance, and it was difficult for him to talk and 
take food. The cut on p. 20 represents this case, except that the 
size of the lips is somewhat exaggerated. An attempt was 
made to relieve this poor man, and at first there was a promise 
of success. The tumors under the eyes were removed and parts 
of the hypertrophied lips were amputated, but it was soon found 
that the disease returned, and I was compelled to give up the 
attempt as hopeless, and causing useless suffering. The cut is 
given as a rare specimen of the deformity which the human face 
is capable of exhibiting.

Opium Smoking.— As in former years, the applications for 
relief from this habit have been numerous. Hitherto medicine 
has been given indiscriminately to all who applied, but it was 
found that very few.persevered when they began to feel the tor
tures which necessarily follow the withdrawal of the intoxicating 
drug. Those who wished to be cured were required to become 
inmates of the hospital, where they could be under constant 
supervision, and conforming to this rule give evidence that there 
was a sincere desire and purpose to be cured.

Among the applicants was a young man, the son of a wealthy 
and intelligent widow lady, who resides in a village a few miles 
S. W . of Canton. He was a literary graduate of the first degree.
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Like man}' promising young men in like circumstances, he was 
wasting his property, destroying his health, both bodily and 
mental, and cutting off all the bright hopes of honour and use
fulness which his talents and literary success had led the family 
to entertain. Fortunately in his case, application for relief was 
made before the evil habit had obtained too deep a hold, and 
after treatment for 12 or 15 days he was discharged cured. The 
friends of the family report, after the lapse of some months, that 
he continues to abstain.

Another case was that of a young man aged 24, from the Pro
vince of Kong-Sai, the son of a mandarin, who had been smok
ing about five years. After ten days’ treatment, medicine was 
suspended, and he left on the eighteenth day, cured. He has 
visited the hospital since and continues to abstain.

Congenital deformity.— An interesting case of congenitial de
formity was seen at the Dispensary in Fuh-shan. The patient 
was a native of Nan*hai district, 29 years old. The deformity 
consisted in the absence of all the part of the right foot anterior 
of the ankle. The heel was perfect, and the two bones which 
formed it were perfectly developed. Both legs were well deve
loped and the same length. The motion of the ankle joint was 
perfect. On the anterior surface, where the foot should have 
been attached, were five indentations surrounded by slight 
semicircular protuberances, indicating in the skin the position of 
the toes. The inner one was large and the others diminished 
in order to the last one representing the little toe. There was 
a deficiency in this case of twenty-five bones, and of all the 
ligaments, muscles, blood-vessels and nerves which enter into the 
formation of the foot.

Extraordinary growth o f hair.—A little boy, seven or eight 
years old, came under notice, in whose case a very curious freak 
of nature was exhibited. The temple and cheek of the right 
side and the side of the nose were covered with a thick growth 
of hair, and as it was not shaved according to the Chinese cus
tody but allowed to grow, it was several inches long, and gave a 
very singular appearance to the boy’s countenance. The hair
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>vas straight, fine in texture, and did not resemble the prema
ture beard. On the nose and under the eye it was short and 
not so thick as on the temple and cheek. There was no mark 
of any injury. He was otherwise well formed, and appeared 
quite healthy.

The Religious department has been as heretofore conducted 
by Rev. C. F- Preston, assisted in Fuh-shan by Rev. I. M. 
Oondit. On each prescribing day a discourse has been delivered 
for the instruction of out-patients. A  daily morning service is 
also held for the benefit of in-patients, and on Sunday a regular 
religious service is attended by all connected with the Hos
pital. Books are also distributed to out-patients, and those who 
reside in the Hospital are furnished wtih a supply of suitable 
books when they return home. By these various means many 
who were in ¡heathenish darkness have heard the Gospel of Sal
vation, and have heard it under favorable circumstances. A  
conversation with one of the patients who had been operated on 
for stone 'in the ¡bladder will illustrate this.

Question.— Why did you come to the Hospital I
Answer.—-I had gravel for so many years and could get no 

relief from native physicians. I then heard that the foreign 
Doctor could cure sueh diseases.

Q.— When you heard this did you believe it ?
Ans.— If I  had’nt believed it I would not have come.
Q.— Well, when we tell you that Jesus Christ is the only Sa

viour of sinners, do you believe what we say, or do you think we 
are trying to deceive you !

Ans.— Surely when I have lived in the Hospital so,long and 
see how you heal the sick and provide for the poor, I know that 
you are good men and only téli us the truth.

It is thus that the practical exhibition of the philanthropy 
enjoined upon us by our holy Religion gives force to the testimo
ny in favor of Christianity. The truth may not enter the heart 
and produce the change of life which we desire, but the intellect 
•is convinced, and this is one important and necessary step to
ward the introduction of Christianity.
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There has been during the year also, some evidence that 

fruit is to be expected from the labour of former years. A man 
has been baptized who was released from the Chinese prison by 
Sir Harry Parkes when he was one of the Allied Commissioners 
in Canton. The man was sent to the Hospital for the treat
ment of disease contracted in the prison. He has been under 
notice more or less ever since and has received Baptism, on pro
fession of his faith in Christ.



R E P O R T
OF THE

MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY’S 
DISPENSARY AT SHIU-HING

FOE THE YEAE 1861.
B y  H e v.  E.  H .  G R A V E S ,  m . d .

Nothing of special interest has occurred in connection with 
the Shiu-hing Dispensary during the past year. The number 
of patients on the regular days for their reception has varied 
from 30 to 300, many have also come during the intervals and 
have been attended to.

During the Spring the Dispensary was visited by a large num
ber of “  braves,” who were quartered in Shiu-hing for several 
months. This was the means of gaining us the good-will of these 
rough men, who are apt to be very troublesome, not only to their 
own countrymen, but also to foreigners whom they may meet in 
the country.

Pressing duties in Canton prevented me from giving my per
sonal attention to the Dispensary during the last six months of 
the present year. My assistant has attended to the patients 
during my absence. The number applying for relief, however, 
was sensibly less than when I was present.

The number of patients who have attended the Dispensary 
during the past year will be seen by the following table :—

Brought up, 1510J a n u a r y , ........................................60
F e b r u a r y , ...................................100
J Y la rch ,......................................... 450
April, .  ................................ 400
M a y , ............................................ 400
June, ..........................................100

Carry Forward,  1510

J u l y , .......................................... . 8 0
August, .................................... 100
S e p te m b e r ,................................ 1 i)o
October, . . . . . . .  91»
N o v e m b e r ,................................190
D ecem ber ,.............................. 100

Total, . . . 2170
About 100 children were vaccinated during the Spring months. 
No cases of much interest have been met with. Quite a num

ber of balls and slugs were lodged in various parts of some of 
the soldiers already alluded to, but most of them had been in a



long time and had formed sacs for themselves in the tissues, and 
gave so little inconvenience that the wounded men were un
willing to have them removed. In a few cases it was different, 
as in the following

On March 23rd, a Chiu Chau “  brave came to the Dispen
sary. He had just returned from Ko Chau, where he was wound
ed by a leaden bullet three years ago. The ball entered the neck 
a little to the left of the spine and was now near the surface at 
a short distance from the clavicle. The original wound had 
healed, but the skin over the ball was much inflamed, and had 
found its way to the-surface through two openings. The ball 
had lain in his neck ever since he was wounded, a constant 
source of so much irritation that he had taken to opium smok
ing in order to relieve the pain. An incision was made over 
the ball and it was brought out by the forceps. It M as covered 
with quite a thick coating of oxide, and was so closely adherent 
that I had to use some force to extract it. The wound soon 
healed and the man appeared very grateful for the service ren
dered him.

My assistant subsequently removed a slug from the arm of 
another “  brave.”

Several small tumors have been removed during the year.
In my last Report I mentioned that the truth which had been 

carried home by a man who had visited the Dispensary for relief, 
had been the means of creating an interest in Christianity in a 
village in the Teh Hing district. One man from there has been 
baptised this year, and there are several other encouraging cases 
and applicants for baptism.

During the last twelve months many truths of God’s word 
have been heard and many tracts and portions of the Sacred 
Scriptures have been carried to the homes of men in a wide ex
tent of country.

E x p e n s e s  o f  P is p e n s a k y  a t  S h i u - h in g .
Dr.

To Cash paid Dr Kerr for I . 
medicines,

„  „  Chinese medicine ] 0.32
assistant, . . 86.00
coolie . . .  8 00
part l ent of house, 5.60

Cr.
By cash received for trusses ) „

and medicines, . $ *  ‘
,, Messrs. Russell & Co., 80.00



Dr. The MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY’S HOSPITAL in Account with J. G. KERR. Or.

1864 To cash paid for rent of Hospital, .
»  )j 400 copies of Annual Report,
»  ,1 3450 copies of Report in Chinese,.
„  „  printing circulars' cutting blocks &c.
»  „  expense of subscriptions,
„  „  medicines from N. York & London,
,j „  wages of Kwan Ato,
» „  „  two pupils, . ' .
>, „  „  doorkeeper and coolie, .
„  „  whiskey, lard and Chinese medicines,
»  „  repairs and sundries/ •
„  medical books, »
„  „  support of poor patients,

Dispensary at Fuh-shan—
»  rent o f dispensary, . $60.66
•> „  wages of doorkeeper, . 28.00
»  „  boat hire to F. S. & sundries, 41.11

Dec. 31 „  Balance carried to credit o f new account,

$108.00 1864
33.00 Dec. 31
27.17
13.66
•20.51

240.59
120.00
108.00
97.00
49.05
42.47
13.33
95.95

129.77

222.77

I 1,321.27

By cash from Messrs Fussell & Co., treasurers 
of tlie V’ edical Missionary Society,

„  ,, for medicines and trusses sold, .
„  „  for destitute, . . . .

1,321.27



T h e  MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY in  A c c o u n t  c u r r e n t  w i t h  RUSSELL <fc Co.

1864 1864
Jan. 14 To paid S. Wells Williams’ order in favor of Jan 1 By balance of account rendered Dec. 31st 1863, $5,307.00

Dr. J. G. Kerr........................................ $1,000.00 „  Cash received from subscriptions as per

tl M To paid do. do., 26oibo list b e l o w , ............................................... 4,914.50

Oct. 12 To paid Revd. J. H. Gray's order in favor of „  Interest on $4,000, on deposit for 1 year

Dr. J > G. Kerr, . . . . 1,150.00 @  8 per c e n t , ...................................... 320.00

Dec. 31 To paid Revd; J. 11. Gray’e order in favor of

Revd. R . H. Graves, . 80.00

To balance canned down to Cr. of new account, 8,251.50

10,741.50 10,741.50

Dec. 31 By Balance, . . . . . . 8,251,50
Audited , E. <fc O. E.

G eo . B. GLOYER. RUSSELL & Co.

Hongkong, December 31st, 1864.
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SUBSCRIBERS FOR THE YEAR 1864.
Messrs, Dent & Co., - - - - $500

,, Smith, Archer & Co., - 250
Hon. A. Perceval, - - 100
W. Delano, Jr., Esq., - - - - -  100
Messrs Lyall, Still <fc Co., - 100

,, .Olyphant & Co., - 100
,, Birley & Co., - 100
,, -Siemssen & Co., - 100
,, Gilman & Co., - - - - -  100
„  W. Pustau & Co., - - - - 100
,, Turner & Co., - 100
,, Gibb, Livingston & Co., - - 100
,, P. F. Cama & Co., - - - 100
„  N. Mody & Co., - - -  . 100
,, D. Sassoon Sons & Co., - - 100
„  P. & D. N. Camajee & Co., - - 100
„  Jamsetjee Ardasir & Co., - - 100
,, N. & E. Sapooijee & Co., - - - 100
,, H. B. Cama <fc Co., - - 100
„ A. Heard & Co., - 100
,, Lindsay & Co., - - - 100
,, Fletcher & Co., - 100
,, John Burd & Co., - - 100

A. B. Neilson, Esq., - 100
J. F. Buxey, Esq., - • - - - 1 °°
Baron do Cereal, - - - - 100
J. G. Kerr, M .D., - - 200
S. W. Williams, l.x .d., - - 50
James Purdon, Esq., 50
J. W. H. Esclierich, Esq., - - - 50
Win. Kane, m.d., 50
D. Poonjabhoy, Esq., - - 50
Tlxeos. Sampson, E s q . , ..................................................50
F. W. Lawrence, Esq., - - - - 50
F. D. Williams, E s q . , ...............................................50
Messrs Bosman & Co., - - - 50

,, Oxford & C o . , ..................................................50
„  Holliday, Wise Co., - 50

Carried forward, $3,900
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Brought forward, $3,900 
Messrs Phillips, Moore & Co., - - - - 50

,, Margesson & Co., - 50
,, C. Hathabhoy Sons it Co., 50
„  Moses & Co., - 50
,, Cawasjee Pallan jee & Co., 50
•„ R. H. Cama jee & Co., - 50
„  F. B. Cama & Co., 75

Wm. Speiden, Esq., 1 ......................................................60
D. Lapraik, Esq., - 25
A. Habibbhoy, Esq., - - - - -  25
R. Habibbhoy, Esq., - 25
K . M. Habibbhoy, Esq., - 25
Oliver H. Perry, Esq., - - - - - -  25
G. Ellisen, Esq., - - - - -  25
O. Hoffman Burrows, Esq., - - 25
R. Carlowitz, E s q . , ......................................................25
Geo. B. Glover, Esq., - - 25
W. C. Eastlack, d.d.s., - 25
Messrs Hesse, Ehlers & Co., - - - 25

,, G. Sewjee & Co., -  25
,, B. D. Metta & Co., 25
,, Eduljee Framjee Sons <fc Co., - 25
,, Nursey Kessowjee & Co., 25

W. P. Jones, Esq., - 20
J. J. dos Remedios, Esq., 30
Messrs M. D. Ghandy & Co., - - 20

,, Blum Bros. & Co., 20
“  Offertory Espicopal Church,” (Canton), - 16
Messrs. Walker, Borradaile & Co., 10
Oapt. P. W. G r a v e s , ......................................................15
Rev. Thos. Stringer, - - - - - - 3

Total, $4,844



CHINESE SUBSCRIBERS FOR THE YEAR 1864.

Wo Hang, . . . . .  $flOO

Achung, .................................... ^ P p f l - U  100

Tsun Shin, . . . . f } - i § s |  75

Messrs Russell & Co.’s Comprador, 50

Lo F a n ,..............................................S ^ J '  ¡¡H  ’ 50

Lok S h a n , ...................... 30

Ch’an Siu Ting, . . . .  $f (  J | | J il 20

Luk Mang Sung, . . . .  20

Tam Atsoi, . . . .  jpf'/]*}* 20

Lun Wai Shang, . . . .  16

A cheen,.................................10

S icq u a ,.................................iS -fii  10

Yeung Sui Ting, . . . .  6

Ch’an Tso Ting, • • • w m

Lam T s tu ig ,....................... 5

Leung Shai Ts’un, • S S I f c f e

Pang Hing Ki, . . . . ^ ^ . = g  2
Wong Siu Shan, • • •

Ch’eung Shing Tung, . . . 1

Chau Kam Shing,. . . . ]

Small sums, . . . .  2
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Total, $527


