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MINUTES OF THE

TWENTY-FIFTH ANNUAL MEETING

OF THB

MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY IN CHINA.

The Twenty-fifth Annual Meeting of this Society was held at Canton, 
«2>n Friday, the 15th of January, 1864, at the house of Messrs Olyphant 
&Co.

Present,—Rev. J, H. Gray, m.a. ; G. A. Archer, F. W. Lawrence, 
2>. Kino, Jr.., and T. Sampson, Esqrs. ; G. Dods, m.d., Wong Fun, m.d., 
Hev. A. P. Happsr, m , » , ,  Rev.. J. Chalmers, m.a., Rev-. D. Vrooman, 
m.a., Rev, F, S. Turner, Rev. J. C. Nevtn, Uev. O, F. Preston, Rev. 
I . M. Condit, D, B all, Jr,3 I .  G. Kebb, m.»., and Rev. J. Cox, of 
Hankow.

The Chair was taken by the Rev, J. H. G ray, m .a ., Vice-President, 
and the n»tioe calling the meeting was read.

The minutes of the last annual meeting were Tead and approved.
The meeting then proceeded to the election of.officers, and the following 

were chosen for the •ensuing year:—
Preddmt—T h o s . R. C o l l e d g e , m . d . ,  f .r . s . Ed., (m  Bngkmd).
Vice-Presidents,— S . W e l l s  W il l ia m s , l .l . d ., Hon. F. C h o m x e y ,  

W a r r e n  D e l a n o , J r . ,  Hon. A. P e r c e v a l , J a m e s  P uhdon, A . B . N e i l -  
s o n , O. H. P e r r y , Hon. C. W . M u r r a y ,  and A . CJajvipbell, Eaqm S i *  
J o h n B o w r in g , L .L .D ., J o h n  D e n t , and J o h n  D. G ib b , Esqrs., (m Mid
land.) Hon. P e t e r  P a r k e r , 1>, N. S p o o n e r  and J ohn H e a r d , Esqrs., 
(in United States.)

Corresponding tmd Recording Secretary— 3 ohn G. K e rr , m.i*.
Treasurers—Messrs R u s s e l l  & Co.
Auditor— G e o r g e  B . G l o v e r , Esq,
The Annual Report of the Hospital ak Canton, was {2ien presented to tlis 

meeting, and extracts were read. From the Report it appeared that the 
number of patients attended to during the year was 14,628 at Canton, 
5,445 at Fuh-shan ; and tiiat a new dispensary had been commenced in 
connection with the Rhenish Missionary Society at Shik-lung, a large 
¿own 40 miles east of Canton, where 1,730 patients had been prescribed 
for. The number of children vaccinated was 1,494. The number of in



patients received was 452, and about 600 surgical operations had beefc 
performed. Pecuniary assistance to the amount of $.75.65 had bten given 
to some of the most destitute in-patients and to some of the out-patients. 
Ihe amount of money paid out on account of the Hospital and Dispensa
ries was $1,376.34, from which is to be deducted a balance from last year 
of 1129.62, and the sum of $87.34 received for medicines and trasses sold, 
leaving the sum of $1,159.38 expended for rent, hire of assistants, medi
cines, aid to poor patients, &c. Religious services had been conducted by 
the Rev. C . F. P rjsston , assisted in Fuh-shan by the Rev. I . M. C o n d it .

The Rev. Mr G r a v e s ’  Report o f  the Dispensary at Shau'-king (Shin 
hing) was a lso  read. The number o f  patients prescribed fo r  was 1,685, a 
number o f  minor surgical operations had been performed, and some im
portant cases had been sent to the Hospital in Canton.

On motion of Mr L a w r e n c e , seconded by Mr A r c h e r , the Reports were 
accepted, and 400 copies ordered to be printed.

The Treasurer’s Report was then presented. The receipts of the Society, 
from subscriptions and interest were $2,132, and the amount paid out was 
$100. It was stated, however, that the sum of 1,260 for the current 
expenses of the Hospital and Dispensary had been paid since the account 
Wiis rendered. Deducting this sum, there remained $4,247 in the Trea
sury to the credit of the Society. A  circular was laid on the table, to 
which subscriptions for the enlargement of the Bospitalhad been obtained 
to the amount of $2,550, and a Chinese subscription book which contained 
the sum of $445.

It w.is moved by Mr A r c h e r ,, and seconed by Mr V r o o m a n , that the 
Treasurer's Report be accepted and printed.

Estimates for the current expenses of the ensuing year were presented, 
— for the Hospital at Canton $1,000, and f o r  the Dispensary in Fuh-shan 
$150. An application from Mr G r a v e s  for $80, was a ls o  presented.

On motion of Dr Does, seconded by Mr S a m p s o n , the above sums were 
granted for the ensuing year.

After the usual business was finished, Dr Kerr called the attention of the 
meeting to the inadequacy of the building now occupied to the increasing 
wants of the Hospital, and letters were read from Dr S. Wells. Williams, 
W . Delano, Jr., and other officers of the Society who were absent, on the 
proposed enlargement of the Hospital. The letter of Mr Delano referred 
to the fact that when'Dr Parker visited America and Europe in 1840-41, 
the sum of $5,000 was subscribed by friends of the Society in Boston, 
with the design of establishing a permanent fund, the interest only of 
which was to be used. Mr Delano called the attention of the meeting to 
the fact that this fund.had been encroached.upon, and recommended that it 
now be made good, and reserved according to the original intention of the 
donors,—and for the purpose of increasing the usefulness of this-fund, he 
“ engaged on behalf of Messrs Russell Ar Co. that they will allow interest 
on the account at the rate or 8 per cent par annum, instead of 6 per cent



as has hitherto been allowed.” Whereupon, on motion of Mr Lawrence, 
seconded by Mr Archer, it was

Resolved^ T h a t  the permanent foundation fund of $5,000 collected for 
this purpose by Dr Peter Parker in Boston, which has been reduced by* 
the yearly wants of the Society, be made good and retained intact, the 
interest only to be drawn on for the purposes of the Society.

After some discussion of the plans which were suggested for the enlarge
ment of the Hospital, on motion of Mr Cox, seconded by Mr A r c h e r , 
it was

Resolved—That, in view of the deficiency, reported by Dr Kerr, of the 
building now occupied, this meeting is of the opinion that a new Hospital 
is desirable, and that a committee of management be appointed to devise 
the best means of accomplishing this object, consisting of the following 
gentlemen,— Rev. J. H. G r a y , m . a . , W . D e l a n o , Jr., Esq., A l b e r t  
H k a r d , Esq., F. W. L aw kkncic, Esq., T. S a m p s o n , Esq., G. D o ds, m . d . ,  
and J. G. K e r r , m . d .

On motion of Mr P r e s t o n , seconded by Mr Kino, Drs Dods and Wong 
Fun were appointed a committee to examine the present Hospital 
building and report to the Committee of Management.

On Motion of V r o o m a n , seconded by Mr TuRiNER, a vote of thanks was 
passed to the Chairman, to Drs Dods and Wong Fun for Important assist
ance in the Hospital, and to Dr Kerr and Mr Graves, after which the 
Meeting adjourned to meet at the call of the Committee of Managemeiit.

J. G. K e r r , 
Secretary.

J. H. GRAY, 
Chairman.





REPORT
O F THE

MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY’S 

HOSPITAL AT CMTON,
FOB THE YEAR 1868.

By JOHN G. KERR, m.d .

T he operations of thiB Hospital have been conducted through 
another year without interruption. There has been the 
usual attendance of out-patients seeking relief for a great 
variety of diseases, mostly of a chronic character. There 
has been an increase of in-patients over any former year. 
The Dispensary at Fuh-Shan has been kept up with the 
usual results, and during the Spring Months the town of 
Im-po, half way from Canton to Fuh-Shan was made a station 
for Vaccination.

A  new Dispensary was opened, in the Month of August, 
in Shik-lung, a large Market town 40 miles east of Canton 
on the East River. This Dispensary is established in con
nection with the Rhenish Missionary Society, one of whose 
agents, the Rev. A . Krolczyck, has taken up his residence 
at that place. The District of Tung Kwan, of which Shik- 
lung is the largest town, has been known as most hostile to 
foreigners ; but very little opposition however was manifested 
to the opening of the Dispensary, and a comfortable house



was obtained early in the Summer, the rent of which is paid 
' by the Rhenish Missionary Society.

It is known to many of the friends and supporters of the 
Hospital that an enlargement of the accommodations has 
been contemplated for several years. The premises now 
occupied were rented when nearly the whole river front was 
in ruins and there were no suitable houses to be had. The 
building' is deficient in many respects for the purposes for 
which it is used. There are only three wards on the ground 
floor, and these wards are a common pass-way for all. the 
patients, both male and female. There are four ward3 on the 
second floor, two of which are for women. The Chinese 
avoid the second floor, especially in the hot season, and there
fore upper rooms are unsuited for patients, and ̂ especially for 
female patients. The Cook room is too small, and close, 
the smoke being detrimental to eye patients who constitute 
a large class of those received. Men and women are under 
the necessity of using the same cook room. For the present 
work of the Hospital, therefore, an enlargement is a necessity, 
and it is also required by the increasing number of in- patients. 
It may be stated also, that with suitable buildings, double the 
number of patients may be received without materially increasing 
the annual expense.

In the present location it has been found impossible to obtain 
the ground for the necessary improvements. There are two 
alternatives, in seeking another location, one of which is to 
purchase or rent a large hong, if a suitable one can be found. 
The other is to purchase or lease some of the vacant ground in 
the neighbourhood of the old Factory site, and erect-such build
ings as may be required. The removal of business from Canton 
has caused such a depreciation in the value of real estate, that 
now is a very favorable time for carrying out either of the above 
plans

There are three conditions which are indispensable to the suc
cessful operation of an institution for diseased persons, and 
these conditions are especially important in a warm climate ; viz- 
lst, that it be easy of access, 2nd, that ventilation and drainage
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be good, and 3rd, that the supply of water be abundant. It is 
apparent that these conditions are fulfilled in a hospital properly 
built, and located on the river bank, facing the South.

This Hospital has been in operation for nearly SO years, 
except when interrupted by war, and it has been under my 
management since the year 1855. Hitherto it has been conduct
ed on a small scale and with imperfect accommodations. Now 
that foreign intercourse with China is increasing rapidly, it seems 
to be a suitable time for increasing the efficiency of an institu
tion which has done good to many thousands of the poor and 
diseased, and has also performed a part in breaking down 
the wall of seclusion which had for centuries shut out foreign 
intercourse.

The benevolent institutions of Western Countries will be 
gradually introduced into China. Asylums for the insane, and 
blind, Almshouses and Orphan Asylums v.'11, no doubt, become 
established institutions here, but they must be introduced by 
Christian Nations. The tendency of all benevolent institutions 
is to expand, and in China where the field is so immense and 
the objects of Charity are without number, it may well be ques
tioned if all is done, that can be done, to give ease to the suffer
ing, to feed the hungry, to clothe the naked, and to give comfort 
to the broken-hearted.

Those who have been connected with benevolent institutions 
at home know how large are the sums of money spent for the 
support of Hospitals and Asylums in Europe and A merica. There 
are many of these institutions which require from $50,000 to 
$100,000 per annum for the current expenses. From the Report 
of a Hospital in New York where 2816 in-patients were treated, 
it appears that the amount of money expended was over $50,000. 
It cannot be hoped that such magnificent institutions will be 
established here for many years to come, but a few thousand 
dollars spent in laying the foundation of a respectable and per
manent Hospital in Canton will be capital well invested.

The following table exhibits the aggregate monthly attend
ance of out-patients. The total for each month is the sum of 
the daily attendance.
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C a n t o n . F u h - s h a n . S h i k - l u n g .

Males. Female t. Tom. Malet «fe Femalet. Malet cfc Females.
January, 566 14« 712 28u
February, 454 79 533 120
March,
April,

845 168 1,013 435
],044 294 1,333 560

May,
June,

1,001 267 1,268 740
1,143 292 1,435 640 240

July, 1,104 306 1,401 480
August, 1,309 319 1,628 720
September, 1,152 285 1,437 580 720
October, 1,193 338 1,531 390
November, 866 261 1,126 190 220
December, 945 252 1,197 310 550

14,628 5,445 1,7S0

The days for prescribing have been Mondays Wednesdays and 
Fridays. The whole number attended to, at all the places, is 
21,803. The diseases which are most common are those of the 
eye and skin, ulcers, rheumatism, scrofula, syphilis, bronchitis, 
dropsy, dyspepsia, intermittent fever, <$fc. In addition to these, 
specimens are met with of almost every disease capable of as
suming a chronic form.

The vaccine department has been continued during the Spring 
months when the Chinese submit their children to the operation. 
The whole number of children vaccinated was 1,494. I am 
indebted to Dr W . Kane, of Hongkong for a supply of vaccine 
lymph, and also to Dr. H. M. Macpherson of Calcutta, for the 
same favor. The great importance of keeping up this depart
ment is more and more manifest every year, while at the same 
time it is attended with numerous difficulties.

Uholera.— This disease prevailed more or lees in the city 
during six or seven months of the year, and it spread in 
various parts of the Province. The epidemic may be con
sidered as rather a mild one, although the deaths were numer
ous, and many cases terminated fatally in a few hours. As 
one walks through some of the streets of this city where 
cleanliness is not considered necessary either for health or 
comfort, he is astonished that an epidemic like cholera does 
not sweep off the inhabitants by thousands, but it is true
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that close, narrow and filthy streets suffered no more than 
those which are wide and clean. No part of this great city 
is well drained, and all the inhabitants are exposed alike to 
any pestiferous influences which may emanate from accumula
tions of vegetable or animal matters in process of decompo
sition.

There is. however a great difference in the condition of the 
people as to ventilation and food, but it does not appear 
that the poor, in their crowded hovels, were more liable to 
attack than the rich who lived * in large open houses and 
were well fed. Indeed this disease seems here, as in western 
countries, to set at defiance all the rules of hygiene which 
are established on reason and experience, while it pursues 
its course and siezes its victims in a manner altogether in
explicable on*the principles which are considered applicable 
to ordinary epidemics.

There were three violent cases of Cholera in the hospital, 
two of which terminated fatally. There were also a number 
of cases which did not pass beyond the stage of premonitory 
diarrhoea. Vomiting and purging followed by collapse 
were the leading symptoms. The cramp, which is sometimes 
so painful a symptom in this disease, did not occur in either 
o f the cases. Both the fatal cases were females, one about 
sixty years old, the other about forty. The old woman was 
in attendance on her son, and the other was under treatment 
for a chronic ulcer of the foot; both cases ran their course in 
less than 2é hours. The other case which recovered was a blind 
man aged thirty years, who occupied a room on the ground 
floor. He was reduced to the verge of collapse, and struggled 
for two or three days between life and death. Reaction was 
followed by low fever for ten days, after which he gradually 
recovered hist usual health.

The Chinese have numerous remedies for the treatment of 
this disease, and during the prevalence of an epedemic, pre
scriptions are posted about the streets and remedies distributed 
gratuitously. One of the most remarkable modes of treatment
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is by the use of sternutatories, composed of cayenne pepper, 
and other unknown ingredients. It is prepared in the form of 
pills, one of which is to be put in the nose, and others swallowed. 
The violent sneezing which follows may not be without its be- 
nificial effects when a patient is near the stage of collapse.

The number of in-patients received during the year was 452, 
which is nearly double the number of any former year.

The number of surgical operations is also much larger than 
formerly, amounting to about 600, including the minor opera
tions performed on out patients. The following are some of the 
most important:— Lithotomy 12, Lithotritry 1, Cataract 23, 
Removal of dead bone 16, Extraction of bullets 9, Tumor of breast 
4. But one fatal case has occured as the result of an operation, 
and this was the old man whose case is given under the head 
of lithotomy.

Some of the more important cases are given in detail to exhibit 
the benefits received at the hospital, and for which the Chinese 
are entirely dependent on the foreign Surgeon.

'Tumor of the Breast.— The patient was a woman aged
thirty-eight years, a resident of Canton. The enlargement of
the breast began about ten years ago, and it had recently
attained to such dimensions as to be a great burden, and
ulceration had commenced at the lower part. The operation 
for its removal was performed October 23rd, with the asistance 
of Drs Dods and Wong Fun. The weight of the tumor was 
nine and one third pounds, the diameters were nine and one 
half inches both ways, and five inches thick ; the circumference 
was 24 inches. The removal of so large a mass required long 
incisions and much dissection, and the loss of blood was ne
cessarily great. The patient however stood the operation well, 
but reaction was followed by fever, which was attended with 
sloughing of the skin that covered the large wound. In about 
two weeks she began to improve, and her recovery was steady 
but slow. The cut on page 13 shows well the outlines of the 
tumor, which was larger than her head. Her joy on being 
relieved from so great a burden was very manifest, and as she 
began to improve, her face was constantly beaming with smiles.
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Erectile Tumor.—This patient was a man from Sin-hing aged 

forty years. He had been suffering from a tumor on the inner side 
of the thigh just a little above the knee joint. Recently there 
had been severe hemorrhge from it which was difficult to check. 
The nature of the tumor and its connection with some large 
varicose veins rendered the use of the knife very hazardous, 
and its nearness to the knee joint made any interference 
dangerous. The case, however, was urgent and a double ligature 
was applied on the 17th of October. The dangers which were 
apprehended from the varicose veins and from the joint did not 
occur. The tumor sloughed off in a few days, and the healing- 
of the wound was progressing favorably when the patient was 
required by urgent business to return to his home.

A  girl from Sinhwui aged 15 years was brought to the hospi
tal with ulcers in both arms and both legs. The disease was 
said to have followed an attack of small-pox. Her elbows 
were both stiff. A piece of bone four inches long was taken 
from inside the shaft of the tibia of the right leg. Several 
pieces were also taken from the bone of the left arm. The 
fistulous openings connected with the cavities where the frag
ments of bone were lodged, soon ceased discharging pus, and 
were healing kindly. The patient was advised to return to her 
home in the country for a few months and then come back 
to the hospital for further operations.

Abscess.—The simple operation of opening abscesses is one of 
the most frequent modes of giving great and immediate relief, 
in cases where native doctors do not venture to use the knife. 
These abscesses sometimes become very large and continue 
for months without discharging. A patient was brought to 
the hospital with a large abscess on the thigh. On intro
ducing the lancet, the amount of matter discharged was be
tween two or three pints. A bandage to the limb, rest and 
good food sufficed for the speedy recovery of the patient.

During a visit to the District city of Tung Kwan, a man 
with a large abscess on the thigh was brought to me in a 
temple where arrangements were being made for dispensing
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medicines ; an incision was made for the escape of the matter 
in the presence of a crowd of people who had been attact- 
ed by the presence of a foreigner. The matter gushed out in 
a stream and continued to flow until about a pint had been 
discharged. The astonishment and admiration of the crowd, 
expressed not only in words but in the respectful manner in 
which we were treated, showed how wonderful the simple 
operation appeared to them.

Urethral Calculi.— A Manchou Tartar connected with the 
Tartar General’s office applied for the relief of an obstruction 
in the urethra. He was placed under the influence of chlo
roform, and after enlarging the opening of the urethra, a 
calculus one inch long was extracted, the weight of which was 
sixty grains. The passage of the urethra had been obstructed 
for more than seven years by the presence of this stone.

Preputial Calculi.— A patient was operated on at Fuh Shan 
for phymosis. The prepuce contained six lens-shaped calculi? 
each one of which was half an inch in diameter. The patient 
had suffered for a period of ten years. Another case was 
operated on at the hospital by the Assistant Kwan Ato, and 
six small calculi were taken from the prepuce.

Urinary Calculi.— Thirteen cases have been operated on 
during the year, and in all but one the lateral operation was 
performed. This case was relieved by lithotritry. All the cases 
resulted in recovery except one. The annexed tabular state
ment gives the principal facts of each case. Four cases, re
ported last year, are included, to complete the table which is in 
continuation of one published two years ago. Of the twenty- 
seven cases included in the former table, all were sucessful but 
two. Lithotritry was performed in two cases, and the lateral 
operation in all the rest. Four of the twenty seven cases were 
over fifty years of age, and six were under twenty years.

It is necessary to add only a few remarks to the facts con
tained in the present table.
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STATEMENT OF CASES OF STONE IN  THE BLADDER.

Occuption.
Dura
tion.

Years.

Date
o f

Operation.
Chemistry. Diameters.

indies. Weight. Result. Remarks.

1862 oz. dr sc.
Laborer 2 April 11th TJrio Acid 2 by 1 3 l i Death

Boatman 6 M ay 26th Uric Acid s t  ,, H 2 0 0 Recovery

Farmer 11 Aug. 18th Uric Acid 11 „  1 0 2 <•* Recovery

Student 1 Sept. 10th 
1803

Uric Acid i f  „  i f 0 2 n Recovery Stone Covered with sharp crystals.

Farmer 1* Jan 28th Uric Acid n i 0 2 i* Recovery Lost 3 pints o f  blood.

Boatman 10 Mar. 20th Uric Acid i * „  i 0 3 0* Recovery

Farmer 1 Mar. 20 &c Uric Acid 0 6 l ì Recovery Lithotritry, Ten sittings.

3 April 15th Uric Acid i f »  i* 1 3 l i Recovery

Laborer 3 April 29th Uric Acid i t »  i i 0 4 n Recovery Healed by first intention.

Hhopman 2 May 15th Uric Acid H i f 1 1 0 Recovery Lost 3 pints o f blood.

5 Aug. 8th Uric Acid 1 0 4 0 Recovery Stone rough.
av. Diam

Farmer 4 Aug. 8th Phos. lime l j b y  1 3 0 0 Recovery 7 Calculi.

Farmer 6 Oot. 21st Urlo Acid 2 } „  H 1 7 i l Death On 35th day.

Farmer 2 Oct. 21st Uric Acid 2f „  1* 2 3 i i Recovery

Farmer 8 Oct. 23d Uric Acid H  „  1* 0 2 l Recovery Healed by first intention.

Fanner 3 Nov. 16th Urate o f Am . i|  „  H 1 0 i i Recovery

Shopman H Nov. 16th Uric Acid i  „  t 0 2 i i Recovery
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Case 33.— This patient was a cousin of No. 29, operated on 

laBt year, and it is remarkable that in both cases the stones 
had unusual shapes. A  cut of No. 29 was given in the 
Report of last year. On page 16 the figure marked 1 shows 
very well the size and shape of the stone from case 33. Both 
o f these boys were relieved from very great suffering which had 
continued six years in one case and ten years in the other.

Case 34.— Lithotritry was resorted to in this case, and ten 
sittings were required before all the stone was removed. It was 
necessary to give chloroform, and it was difficult to get the patient 
under its influence, so that at each sitting the labor was much 
greater than if lithotomy had been performed. The Chinese 
object very much to the crushing process, on account of the 
length of time required, when the size of the stone makes it 
necessary to repeat the operation.

Cases 36 <$f 42.— In both these cases the wound healed by 
the first intention. In the first, the wound closed immediate
ly, so that no urine came through it after he was put in bed. 
In the second case no urine came from the wound after the 
second day, and on the fifth day the patient was buying and 
cooking his own food, and he went home in good health on the 
33th day.

Case 39.— Seven calculi were removed from this patient, and 
they are well represented in the cut on page 18. He had a good 
recovery for a man so far advanced in years.

Case 41.— The stone removed from this patient is represented 
in the cut on pag 18, and it is given as a specimen of the size and 
shape of uric acid calculi, which are the most common. The 
average size of those in my collection is somewhat less than this 
one.

Case 43.—This man had been in the hospital about two years 
ago, and was sent home for a few months. He delayed so long 
that his prospect of recovery was very unpromising and I had 
almost decided not to operate. His sufferings had become Very 
severe, and he insisted that I should operate, threatening to com
mit suicide if I did not. After a preparatory treatment of two
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months, his symptous became more favorable, and it was deter
mined to give him a chance for his life. With the exception 
of some fever for a few days after the operation,fchis recovery, 
although slow, was without any serious drawback.

Case M .— This patient was in the hospital in April, when an 
attempt was made to crush the stone. This was followed by 
very great suffering for three or four days, and it was consider
ed unadvisable to repeat it. He was advised to wait a few 
months before submitting to lithotomy. On his return to the 
hospital in October it was found that a fragment of the stone 
which had been broken off in April was lodged in the middle of 
the urethra. This was removed by making an incision on the 
21st of October, and on the 16th of November the calculus was 
taken from the bladder by the lateral operation. His health had 
been injured by his repeated and long continued suffering, but 
his recovery was quite satisfactory, except that a small abscess 
formed in the scrotum near where the urethra had been opened. 
When he left the hospital his general health was quite restored.

Extraction o f  bullets.— The frequent attacks of robbers on 
passenger and cargo boats, and the fighting between different 
classes and tribes of the people causes a large number of incised 
and gunshot wounds. The majority of the eases that apply to the 
hospital aro of some months standing, and bullets are frequently 
taken out several years after they have been received— A soldier 
was admitted in December who had been shot in the knee while 
fighting the Hakkas in the early part of the year. The bullet 
was lodged in the pattella, and although the wound had been 
followed by much swelling and suppuration the knee joint was 
but little injured. By making a crucial incision the bullet was 
extracted with some difficulty with a pair of tooth forceps. In 
about a month the wound had healed and the man was relieved 
of a source of continual trouble.

Accidental wounds from fire arms are very rare, but a me
lancholy case was brought to the hospital in the summer. A  
young man, belonging to a wealthy family in the city was start

ing on a trip to the country in .the month of May for the purpose
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of worshipping the tombs, and a revolver which he had in a 
bundle o f clothes fell on the ground, which caused it to go off. 
The ball entered the left hip, and passing upward and inward, 
entered the lower part of the abdomen. After two or three 
days of great suffering he expired.

There are many cases brought to the Hospital which are of 
interest only as rare curiosties or in a pathological point of 
view. One of the most extraordinary cases met with was the 
following which deserves to be placed upon record as an ex
ceedingly rare and curious specimen of defomity.

Congenital deformity o f both hands and both feet.— A man 
thirty-one years of age from the western part of Nanhai District 
was admitted in the month of July for disease of the 
eyes. He was almost blind and unfortunately there was 
no hope of doing him any good. Attention was soon 
directed to his hands and feet which were found in the follow
ing condition. All the fingers except the thumb and little 
finger of both hands were wanting, and there was a correspond
ing deficiency in both feet. The metacarpal bones of the miss
ing fingers were also wanting, and the corresponding deficiency 
existed in the feet, except that the little toe of the right foot 
had two metatarsal bones. The wrist and ankle joints were 
perfect and it is probable that all the carpal and tarsal bones 
were present, but this could not be determined with certainty. 
There is most likely a deficiency of the muscles belonging to 
the missing fingers and toes. The dissection of such a case 
would be of the greatest interest to the anatomist. The parents 
and three sisters of this man are living and none of them are 
deformed.

The cut on page 21 exhibits very well the form of the hands 
and feet.

Dropsy o f Brain.— A child five months old was brought to 
the Dispensary at Full shan, with its head enormously distended 
by dropsical effusion, which began when it was two months old. 
The measurements were as follows.
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Horizontal circumference, 22§ inches.
From ear to ear over the crown, 14  ̂ „
From root of nose to neck, 18 „

There are very few men whose heads are as large as these 
measurements indicate.

Hydatids o f the Kidney.—A man twenty-seven years old 
from Tsang-Shing District applied in the month of October for 
the relief of urinary disorder from which he had suffered for 
about five years. His urine was as white as milk, and contain
ed substances which resembled thick mucus, but on examina
tion were found to be hydatids. These substances vary in 
number and size, there sometimes being but one or two and 
sometimes several tens will be discharged at once. They are 
generally so small as to be easily voided, but occasionally a 
a large one obstructs the passage so as to require straining for 
two or three hours before relief is obtained. Sometimes the 
urine will have the natural color for a few days or a month, 
during which time the hydatids are not seen. Debility, loss of 
flesh, and anxiety of countenance, indicate a serious derange
ment of the general health. These curious substances known 
by the name of hydatids are formed by some abnormal process 
on the mucous membrane of the kidney. The disease is difficult 
o f  cure. This patient did not continue under treatment long 
enough to give a fair trial to the remedies considered applica
ble to his case.

The Religious department has been, as heretofore, under the 
direction of the Reverend 0. F. Preston, who has conducted a 
public service on every prescribing day, for both out-patients 
-and those who live in the Hospital. During the present year 
:a regular preaching service, after the manner of conducting 
public worship by a Christian congregation, has been held in 
the chapel on Sundays, and with very satisfactory results. 
The heathen are thus taught how God is worshipped by the 
'great congregation of his people, and the solemn services of the 
¡sanctuary are presented to the minds of those who have known 
-only the senseless formalités of heathen temples.

* ( 22  )
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There has also been a daily morning service for the instruc

tion of in-patients and their attendants, as well as for the benefit 
of those in our employ. Sometimes there are ninety persons 
at this service, and the average attendance is about fifty.

Although we may still ask with the Prophet of old, “  who 
hath heard our report and to whom hath the arm of the Lord 
been revealed,” still there have been more encouraging signs 
during the past year, than at any former time. Some interest 
has been manifested on the subject of religion by a number of 
the patients and many have returned to their homes, bearing 
with them that knowledge of the truth which is more precious 
than all the treasures of earth. One of the missionary ladies 
has commenced the daily instruction of female in-patients, in 
which she has been assisted by a native woman in connection 
with the Wesleyan church. The interest thus manifested in 
their welfare by a foreign lady, will have a very beneficial influ
ence on the poor and ignorant women who become inmates of 
Hospital.

Pupils.— There have been three regular pupils connected 
with the hospital during thè year. One of these has been trying 
to establish himself in a practice in the city, and he is likely to 
succeed if he perseveres. He still assists on prescribing days. 
There have also been four other pupils who are connected with 
one of the German missionary societies. One of them was a 
native practitioner who was desirous of acquiring some know
ledge of the foreign art of medicine. These young men have 
been endeavoring to supply themselves with surgical instruments 
and have had a number made by native workmen after the 
pattern of those used in the hospital. A  beginning has thus 
been made in an important branch of manufactures, and many 
useful instruments can now be made which have been unknown 
to the Chinese.

A  Report of the Hospital in Chinese has been published, at 
a cost of -84 cents per 100 copies. It is illustrated with several 
cuts two of which are contained in this Report. The object is
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to communicate such information as will excite the interest of 
intelligent and wealthy Chinese in the operations of the Hospital, 
and induce them to contribute to its support.

The thanks of the Soeiety are due to Drs. Dods and Wong- 
Fun for assistance in important surgical operations, and also, to 
Dr Kane of Hongkong and to Dr Mac-Pherson of Calcutta 
for vaccine lymph.



REPORT
OF THE

MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY’S.. 
DISPENSARY AT SIIIU-HING.

FOE, 1863.

B y R. H. G raves m .d .

During the present year the Medical Missionary Society’s 
Dispensary at Shiu-H ing has been opened as usual. The 
number of patients, however, has been smaller, owing chiefly to 
my frequent absence. Since the death of my colleague Mr. 
Criiillard, I have been obliged to spend half of my time at Canton 
and to leave the Dispensary in charge of an assistant.

The usual variety of cases have presented themselves during 
the past year. The Cholera prevailed as an epidemic in many 
• parts of the country during the summer months, and in some 
districts the mortality was said to be very large. I had eight 
cases under treatment. Three were in a moribund state when 
first seen, and died before the remedies could be taken, but the 
rest, though some were in the cold stage, recovered under the 
use of calomel and opium and hot rubefacient frictions.

The following table will show the number of patients who 
have been attended to at the Dispensary :—

January,'
February,
March,
April,
May,
June,

Carry forward,

have been perfomed, chiefly upon diseased eyes. The most 
serious cases have been directed to Dr. Kerr’s Hospital at Canton.

. 140 Brought up, 825

. ]00 July, . 180

. 110 August,

. 140 September, . . 100

. 135 October, .

. 200. K ovember, . 330
_______ December, . . 75

825 ■

Total, . 1,685

number of minor surgical operations
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But few cases o f special interest have occurred, one of these 

was an.

Operation for artificial anus.

The patient was a female child about six months old. There 
was a congenital closure of the natural passage, and a small 
opening from the rectum into the vagina through which the 
foeces passed. When the child was brought to the dispensary, 
this passage had become stopped and no movement had occurred 
for several days. In consequence of the retention of the foeces 
fever had ensued. Those who had charge of the child were 
very anxious for the natural passage to be opened. A catheter 
was introduced into the bowel through the vaginal opening and 
cut down upon from the natural situation of the anus. The 
intestine was reached by an incision 1£ inches in depth. The 
ohild was taken home, but after a few days the mother returned, 
saying that the dressing for keeping the passage open came out, 
and as the child now had no fever, but seemed quite well the 
father was unwilling for any effort to be made to keep the open
ing pervious.

My native assistants have labored for the spiritual good of 
those who attend the dispensary, nor have their exhortations 
and the tracts distributed been in vain, for several men who 
came from the country for the cure of their bodily ailments have 
showed some interest in the concerns of their souls and have 
ceased from the worship of idols. In one village in Yeh Hing 
district several who first became acquainted with Christianity 
at the dispensary have applied for baptism. Every year adds 
to the strength of my conviction of the great usefulness of a 
Dispensary as an adjunct to more direct missionary effort.

E x p e n s e s  o r  D i s p e n s a r v  a t  S h iu - h in g .

D r.
To cash paid for medicine,^ . $27.00
„  „  Chinese medicine, 6,65
,, „  assistant, . . 36.00
„  „  cooly ,. . . 8.00
„  „  part rent o f  house, 26.35

*104.00

Or.
B y cash received for trusses, i&c., $4.00
„  „  Messrs Russell & Co., 100.00

$104.00



Dr. The MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY’S HOSPITAL i n  a c c o u n t  w i t h  J. G. KERR. Cr.

] )!63 To Balance from last year, . .
, cas.li paid for rent of Hospital,
, „  400 copies Hospital Report,
, „  expense of subscriptions, .
„  „  medicines from New York,
, „  freight and insurance,
, „  wages of Kwan Ato,

„  three pupils, . .
, „  „  doorkeeper and coolie,
, „  repairs, . . .
, „  Chinese medicines, .
,  „  whiskey and lard. . .
„ „  four bottles quinine,
, „  paper for salves,
„ „  trusses and instruments, .
,, * „  cutting blocks and printing,
, „  photographs and drawings of cases,
, „  sundries,
, „  poor patients, ( . .
, „  . expenses to Shik-lung,

Dispensary at Fuh-shan—
, „  Rent of dispensary, . $80.22
, „  boat hire to Fuh shan, . 24.38

„  door keeper, . . . 36.00
, „  sundries, . . . 7*72

$129.62 186a
110.00

33.00
16.00

323.88:
26.75

120.00
149.00
. 70.00
' 16.00

22.-52
39.69

8.00
9.75
6.17

12.98
10.95
32.23
75.55

8.93-

148.32

1.376.34
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1863 
•Sept. 1

T h e  MEDICAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY in a c c o b h t  t o k k k n t  w it h  BUSSELL & to. Or- ^

By balance o f account rendered December 31st 1862, 
„  Subscription collected, . . . .
„  do. „  at Canton, . .
„  '  do. „  at Hongkong,
„  S. W . Williams subscription collected, .
„  F. C h o m l e y 's , .........................................
„  Subscription collected, at Canton, .
„  E. Framjee, Sons & Co., subscription Collected,
„  , D. Edulgee’s subscription collected, .
„  Received from Dr Kerr at Canton, .
„  P. F. Cama & Co., subscription collected,
„  II. B. Cama & Co., subscription collected,
„  R . H. Camnjee & Co., subscription collected,
„  interest @  6 per cent per an., to

December 31, 1863, on $5,313 at Cr.
averaging due January 27, 1 8 6 3 ,=
11 months’  4 days, . . . $296

less on $ 100 at Dr. from September 1,
1863 ,= 4  months’  * 2

,475.00
881.00
340.00
125.00
50.00

100.00
35.00
25.00 

5.00
27.00 

100.00 
100.00
so.oo

294.00

$5,607.00

tooo

Hongkong, 31st December, 1863.
E. ,& O. E. RUSSELL & Co.
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SUBSCRIBERS FOR THE TEAR 1863.

Hon. F. Chomley, Esq., . . . * . $100
Messrs Olyphant & Co., . . . .  100
Hon. A. Perceval, . . . . . 100
5. Wells Williams, l.l.d., . . . , 50
Messrs Augustine Heard & Co., . . .  50
Warren Delano, Jr., Esq., . . . .  50
E. Halton, E s q . , ..................................................25
Messrs Thos. Hunt & Co., . . . .  25
Wm. Kane, m .d., . . . . .  50
Messrs Smith, Archer & Co., . . .  50
Robert Brand, Esq., . . . . .  25
6 . Lindstead, Esq., , . . . . 10
D. Lapraik, E s q . , ..................................................25
Hon. C. W. Murray, Esq., . . . .  25
James Purdon, Esq., . . . . .  25
H. B. Gibb, Esq., . . . . .  25
Messrs C.- Pallanjee & Co., . . . .  25
Messrs H. B. Cama & Co., . . . . 25
Messrs N, Mody & Co., . . . .  25
Jairez Fazull & Co., . . . . 10
Messss F. B. Cama & Co., . . . .  20
Messrs Nursey Kessowjee Co., . . 20
Messrs P. & D, N. Camajee & Co., . . 25
J. Walcott, Esq., . . . . 4 , 25
Arthur Sassoon, Esq., . 25
Julius Menke, Esq., . . . . .  25
H. B. Lemann, Esq., . . . . .  25
Messrs Siemssen & Co., . . . .  25
E. Maintz, E sq .,............................................................25
George B. Glover, Esq., . . .  . . 25
Oliver H. Perry, Esq., . . . .  25
H. D. Williams, Esq., . . . .  10
Messrs P. F. Cama & Co., . . . . 25
Messrs R. H. Camajee & Co., . . .  25
F. W . Lawrence, Esq., . . . .  25
David King, E s q . , ..................................................10
Wm. H. Forbes, Esq., . . . .  25
Messrs Eduljee Framjee, Sons & C o .,. . 25
Dossabhoy Eduljee, Esq.,' . . . .  5
L. G. Richardson, M.D., . . . 5
Rev. I. J. Roberts, . . . . .  8

Total, $1,148



CHINESE SUBSCRIBERS FOR THE YEAR 1863.
Wo Hang, . , . . .

Kwong Un, . . • .

Wing Cheung, . . .  .

Yeuug Tai . .

Messrs Russell & Co.'s Compradore,

Messrs Siemssen & Co.’s Compradors,

W ai Akwong, . . . .

Messrs Frazer & Co.’s Compradore,

Messrs Olyphant & Co. ’a Compradore,

Messrs Smith Archer & Co.’s Compradore, ± m  m m  10

Messrs Bouijau, Hubener & Co.’s C.dore, m m m m

Messrs Smith, Kennedy & Co.’s C.dore, 10

10 
10 
10 
6 

10 
6 
5 
1 

2 
1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 
5 
5

( . 3 0 )

Messrs Birley & Co.’s Compradore, •. a s  m w

Messrs Gibb, Livingston & Co.’s C.dore, m n m m  

Messrs Gilman & Co.’s .Comprado»,

Messrs Mody & Go.’s Compradore, .

Messrs Sassoon, Sons & Co.’s Compradore,

PmL'm - • • É i t l l
Chui Wing Ki,

Chung Lung Ki, . . .  m m m
ShangMau, . ,

Mán Shing, . . ,  . j § |

Chung Shing, .' .'

Kwong Ut, . .

chemeM' " ' .........................
• • • • • m m

Man Shun, . . . .  « J f
Fung Ming,

Messrs Oxford & Co.’s Compradore, . m m

¿ f a ñ f í  *25
g m n
? p c # j l i í t  1 5

ji-/ 20
f & ] ± S i P f  2 5

p S Í T l » ®  1 0

25

Carried forward. $255
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Brought forward, 255

Tsoi Sing, . . . .  3

Messrs Lindsay & Co.’s Compradore, ®

D. Lapraik, Esq.’s Compradore, • $ k m u

 J l f l P  i
On Tai, . . . . . 1

Cheung Shan’ Ng, . . . ' 1

Cluui Nai Nai, . M JtjU fi 2

Total,


