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David the king said,— The work is great; for the palace is not for 
man, but for the Lord God. Who then is willing to consecrate his 
service this day unto the Lord ? Then the people rejoiced, for that 
they offered willingly, because with perfect heart they offered willingly 
to the Lord ; and David the king also rejoiced with great joy, and 
said, Blessed be Thou, Lord God of Israel our Father, for ever and 
ever. Thine, 0  Lord, is the greatness, and the power and the glory, 
and the victory, and the majesty : for all that is in the heaven and in 
the earth is Thine : Thine is the Kingdom, O Lord, and Thou art 
exalted as Head above all.

From 1 Chron., Chap. 29.
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FUNDAMENTAL FACTS AND 
FIGURES.

THE American Marathi Mission was founded in 1913, being the first 
American Christian Mission established in India, and the first 

Mission of any denomination permanently established in Western 
India. It aims to work for the welfare chiefly of Marathi-speaking 
people in some districts of the Bombay Presidency. It is supported 
and directed by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign 
Missions o f Boston, and its associated Woman’s Boards, and the funds 
for its support are largely contributed by the Churches known as 
Congregational in the United States.

On its staff of workers at the end of 1918 are 38 foreign missionaries 
on active service, 9 being on furlough. Of these, 12 are ordained 
ministers, 3 unordained educators, 2 men and 3 women physicians, 
1 nurse, 16 single and 15 married women. Its Indian staff numbers 
655, of whom 43 are ordained ministers, 58 unordained preachers, 
286 men and 112 women teachers, 65 bible women, and 94 others in 
various occupations.

There are 67 organized churches, with 8331 communicants and a 
total Christian community reckoned at 15,270 ; 384 were added in 
1918. There are 194 Sunday Schools with 5893 pupils, and 45 
Christian Endeavor Societies with 1428 members. The Church contri
butions were Rs. 11,485 for Church expenses, and Rs. 2,631 for 
missionary and other work, a total of §4705.

The Mission maintains in all 202 schools of various grades, with 
7397 pupils, 4668 boys and 2729 girls, 4184 being non-Christians. 
It received in 1918 grants from Government amounting to Rs. 48,990 
(816,330).

Mission Officers for 1919 :—
Chairman : Rev. Edward Fairbank, Vadala, via Vambori. 
Secretary : Rev. William Hazen, Bvculla, Bombay.
Treasurer : Rev. Arthur A. McBride, Sirur (Poona District).



Report of the 
American Marathi Mission 

FOR 1918.

MORE MEN AND AMMUNITION, 
PLEASE !

HE close o f 1918 finds the war practically over. Now, in a new
era o f Peace, the world will have time to turn its attention 

to other problems. Please consider India one of the most pressing 
of these problems. Please consider it YOUR problem.

In the war, men and ammunition were urgently needed and both 
were willingly supplied. Why ? Because you realised that the war 
was YOUR war, and that if you could not be one of the fighters, it was 
at least your duty and privilege to supply with the required ammu
nition the men who could go. Equally so, the war that we are 
waging in India is YOUR war. It is surely a struggle against evil 
and for the cause of libei’ty. It has been going on so long and so 
slowly that you have perhaps become accustomed to the thought of it. 
We at the front, however, realise its magnitude and its insistency. 
We know that it is a grim duel between good and evil, between light 
and darkness, between liberty and bondage. And we know that we 
are terribly handicapped for want o f men and ammunition. We can 
barely hold the present line, and cannot possibly launch out new 
attacks at hundreds of strategic points that offer great hopes. Can 
you picture a few of these points ?

Here is a village with a few Christian families, but there is no one 
to shepherd them ; so they are in imminent danger of lapsing into the 
heathenism around them.

Here is a handful of enquirers," men and women who have heard 
a little about Christianity and are interested enough to want to know 
more, but—there is no one to instruct them.

Here are valuable institutions of many years standing ready for 
extension of activities and influence, but—the missionary staff is 
wholly inadequate.

Here is a particularly clever and earnest boy who ought to go to 
college, train as a pastor, doctor or lawyer, and then devote his life to 
his fellow-Indians, but—there is no money to pay his expenses.
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Here is a long line o f orphans offered to the missionaries, nay, 
thrust upon them. They ought to go to our boarding schools and be 
brought up as useful Christian citizens, but— where is the money to 
support them ?

Here are pathetic figures, the lame, the blind, the diseased, 
besieging an evangelistic missionary on tour ; and he gives them what 
simple remedies he can. For over 20,000 square miles in his district 
there is no medical mission work. Such work, even on the simplest 
lines, would open thousands of hearts and homes to the evangelist’s 
message, but—neither medical missionary nor Indian dispenser is 
available.

Here is a whole section of a criminal tribe pleading for Christianity, 
pleading for instruction and baptism, but—no one can be spared to 
teach them, so they have to be turned away.

These are a FEW of the needs !
You have in these recent days realised what “ service” means—the 

value of every individual to his country, to the world. Oh, that a 
fraction o f the energy and enthusiasm, the service and sacrifice, the 
men and money devoted to the war might be diverted to India ! We 
fighters on the field are conscious of the immense privilege that is 
ours in being here in the exhilaration of the fig h t; and we pray God 
to make that privilege so plain to many of you that you will hear the 
call of India and feel impelled to come and claim the glorious right of 
dedicating your life to this high calling.

You have had a vivid vision o f what suffering and sorrow mean. 
We beseech you not to switch off the searchlight of your sympathy, 
but to focus it on the suffering and sorrow of your Indian brothers and 
sisters. If, for various reasons, you are denied the privilege of 
personally fighting for them here, you can certainly claim a share in 
supplying the men and money. A  little help goes a long way and is 
fraught with immense possibilities, from a dollar-a-month bullet to 
a downright cannon-ball of $1,000 ! Help your fellowmen by helping 
us, and so join the vast army of those who love India, who serve 
India, and who hope to see her one day a shining jewel in the 
Master's crown !



THE MISSION IN 1918.
Personal Record—The mission circle was very much depleted by 

furloughs—no fewer than nine grown-ups and seven children having 
sailed for America during the course of the year. Mr. and Mrs. 
A . H. Clark and three children left Colombo on February 16th and 
expect to be at home some years; Dr. and Mrs. Beals, their four children, 
and Miss Fowler, Miss Gordon, Miss Harris and Dr. Proctor left 
Bombay on April 15th for furlough ; while Mr. Lindsfcrom, having 
completed his term of three years in the Mission, left on September 
29th for Y .M .C.A. work in Mesopotamia. We very much hope that 
after further study and preparation at home Mr. Lind^t'om will 
return to us as a permanent missionary.

We were glad to welcome Miss Nugent who returned from furlough 
on August 6th and resumed work in Satara, Dr. Gurubai Karmarkar 
who arrived in Bombay on September 29th after her visit to America 
for the Jubilee o f the Woman’s Board, and last, little Leslie Frances 
McBride who was born in Ahmednagar on September 17th.

Several changes took place in the location of missionaries. In 
June Mr. and Mrs. Picken went to Ahmednagar, Mr. Picken for 
English teaching in the "Boys’ High School and Mrs. Picken for Medical 
w ork ; Mr. and Mrs. Hazen resumed charge of the High School in 
Bombay and Miss Picken took over Miss Gordon s schools in Wai. 
Mr. Nilkhantrao Dhalwani who had been studying in America for 
seven years returned to India in May, and the Mission was glad to 
secure him for evangelistic work in Satara. We regret that he does 
not feel able to continue this work next year.

There have been many vicissitudes both in the mission circle and 
in the Christian community. Mrs. Beals had a severe illness in 
February but was able to proceed on furlough in April. Mrs. Edwards 
had an attack of heart trouble in Bombay in March, and her condition 
at Mahableshwar during April and May was critical. After spending 
the Rains in Satara she returned to Bombay where she will gradually 
resume her activities. The Mission records its profound gratitude to 
God for sparing the lives o f these two valuable missionaries and for 
preservation of its circle intact during the ravages of the influenza 
epidemic.

During mission meetings in October the sad news came of the 
death, from influenza, of Mr. Vishvasrao Karmarkar who was studying 
in America with a view to joining our Mission. We feel that his 
death is a personal loss as well as a loss to our future work and our 
hearts go out in deep sympathy to our beloved Dr. Gurubai.

Sickness and Famine—1918 as a whole has been one o f the most 
trying years ever experienced by any of our missionaries. The war 
had caused an abnormal rise in the price o f the necessities o f life, and
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on top of this came a failure of rain and therefore of crops. The cost 
of living rose higher and higher while incomes remained practically 
stationary. When the people were thus reduced to extreme want the 
influenza broke out and raged in Western India, first in June and then 
much more severely in September and October. It was of a virulent 
type usually followed by pneumonia, and it claimed thousands of 
victims from all classes of the people. Not one of our stations 
escaped the scourge, and we have lost many of our finest Christians, 
including valuable workers—pastors, teachers, nurses and bible women. 
Missionaries were obliged to drop all their usual lines of work and act 
as doctor, nurse and even grave-digger. The following words surely 
come from the hearts of those who have lived through terrible times 
and are looking forward to further difficulties.

Mr. Felt writes— “ Since June we have been waiting for the rain, 
which never came. The pinch of famine has been increasingly felt 
and gradually all our strength and attention is being turned into 
channels o f relief. Christian communities are being depopulated as 
their members go away to find work and food. All forward plans must 
come to a standstill. Teachers and pastors, at best underpaid, find it 
very difficult bo give their best to their work when they have not 
enough to eat, and are distressed by debts, which they cannot escape 
contracting. On top of this dread and hardship has come the epidemic 
of influenza, taking away hundreds o f our Christians, leaving scores of 
orphans and producing great physical weakness and want. Seven of 
our experienced workers have been taken and the wives of four others. 
Poor India, so prone to calamity, and in some ways so ill-fitted to face 
the resulting suffering ! 53

Dr. Ballantine writes— “ During the influenza epidemic not one 
family has escaped sickness and there have been many deaths. We 
do not know how to replace the experienced and reliable teachers who 
have died. There has been no time of difficulty in all the years we 
have been here like the present. In the villages the condition is still 
terrible. In one place the catechist pointed out twelve graves made 
near his house in which his dead were buried. In another place 
bodies were simply taken outside, there being no one strong enough 
to dig a grave. In some houses every member of the family has 
gone, or sometimes a small baby has been left alive with no one to 
care for it.

“ Now famine is pressing closer every day and unless some work opens 
soon many more will die. What shall be done with a young widow 
who has five little children, the youngest a week old when the father 
died I Who can feed and clothe the long procession of orphans, a line 
which grows longer and more pitiful every day 1"

Yet in the midst of unprecedented hardship* it has been abundantly



THE MISSION IN 1918. 5

clear, not only that God had a special message for His Indian people, 
but that many of them were grasping it and taking it to heart. They 
have got an entirely new idea of brotherhood, of social service and of 
mutual dependence that nothing but personal suffering and bereave
ment could have taught them.

Mrs. Hume writes—“ Most of the bible women were attacked and 
although there were no deaths among them there were deaths in their 
families. Sorrow and weakness had to be borne. The unprecedented 
high prices of food and clothing have made this sorrowful situation 
doubly hard. But our good God’s hand is in all the suffering. This is 
the lessou that the bible women have learned and by having this 
experience they are better able to sympathize with and console those 
non-Christians who had like terrible experiences.”

Mrs. Sibley writes —“ The Abbott Home had its time o f chastening 
when more that half the inmates were ill (some of them seriously so) 
with influenza. Our Father mercifully spared them all, and the close 
o f the year finds them well, and grateful for His great goodness. 
The widows not attacked were very helpful in caring for the sick. 
When the nurses fell ill, these women were put in charge of the 
women’s ward in the Hospital. For weeks they nursed the sick night 
and day, and cared for the little babies whose mothers were too ill 
even to feed them. This experience has been a spiritual blessing and 
the women have learned anew the joy  of fellowship with Christ in 
service. We are in sore need of funds to feed the widows and 
orphans.”

Mrs. L. S. Gates writes— u The effect the disease had upon our 
people was noticeable. They seemed so sympathetic and helpful. 
There was no panic but a quiet feeling of dependence upon the will of 
the Heavenly Father which was delightful to see. The most menial 
tasks were not scorned, and there was a universal desire to help. One 
special cause for thanksgiving was that many who feared death at 
first, at the end seemed so happy to go. Two young teachers watching 
at the side of a third said—We are not afraid to die now, we did not 
realize it was such a beautiful thing."

Another cause for gratitude is the growth of friendly relations 
between missions of different denominations. War, disease and 
famine are creating bonds of sympathy and of mutual help and 
forbearance unknown a few years ago.

Dr. Hume writes— “ Gratifying illustration* wf a growing spirit of 
Christian brotherliness occurred in 1918. On three occasions the 
missionaries, Indian clergymen and a considerable number of Indian 
Christians of the S.P.G. Episcopal Mission cordially joined in meetings 
for prayer in the First Church of the American Mission, Ahmednagar. 
Such an experience of fellowship had never occurred before.'"'
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The news of the signing of the armistice was received in India with 
deep gratitude and did more than anything else could have done to 
relieve the strain of the times. Even the prospeot of famine is robbed 
of some of its horrors, for Government and the public alike will be 
able to devote many of their resources to the situation in India. In 
the end of November and in December some tardy rain fell in a few 
localities but not sufficiently to affect the general economic stress. The 
situation is critical in the extreme; but our hearts go out to God in 
faith that He who has wrought such wonders upon the earth and used 
the wrath of man and the horrors of war for His own glory and for 
the future good of the world, can and surely will guide us through 
whatever difficulties the future may have in store for India and for 
ourselves.

Celebrate
Christian

the
Children

Armistice.



THE CHURCH.

fl PICTURE.—On the Sunday after Thanksgiving, an 
expectant crowd waits in front of the outeaste Christians’ 
church, which stands outside the city wall of a certain 
Indian village. Music is heard approaching, and a dozen 
Hindus led by a huge torch and dancing fantastic steps 
to the beating of drums and the clanging of cymbals issue 
from the village gate, pass by the temple of Maruti, their 
own monkey god, and halt before the Christian church. 
Here a good-looking man of Maratha caste distributes 
sweetmeats to the despised Christians, and the Hindu 
dance is taken up again in honor of the Christians’ God. 
What can it mean ?

The Maratha’s little son lay dangerously ill during 
the recent epidemic. The frenzied father walked into 
town to see the Christian missionary, who gave him a 
bottle o f cough mixture and a blessing, and prayed to the 
Christians’ God to spare the child’s life. The child 
recovered, and the father thus shows his gratitude when 
the missionary next visits that village. When asked by 
Hindu neighbours whether he would not have the celebra
tion in front of Maruti !s temple as usual, he replied with 
fine spirit, “  I shall pay my vows before the temple of 
that God who was able to save my child’s life ! ”

The chief end of all lines of mission activities, educational, evange
listic, medical and social, is the building up o f a strong indigenous 
Christian community. The Church as far as it goes at present 
represents the realisation of that end. In India the family tie is one 
of the strongest factors that have to be reckoned with ; family obliga
tions, which may involve the sustenance of numbers of poor relations, 
are considered sacred ; and the claim of the individual weighs little or 
nothing against that of the family. The Christian Church, as a 
central organisation drawing its members together by the bonds of 
sympathy and common interest is more and more assuming a “  family ” 
aspect ; the duties of Christian brotherhood are being realised, and 
ideals of social service and self-sacrifice are being more and more 
emphasised. The recent epidemic of influenza did much to draw the
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church-family bond closer, and famine conditions are calling forth 
much sacrifice and true charity. Poor Christians are giving of their 
little to help those who have less ; voluntary bands go out collecting 
money for the destitute, preaching in the villages, and persuading 
Hindus to come to church ; while in one place, four members of the 
church raised a loan of Rs. 1000 on their own responsibility to buy 
grain and sell it to needy brethren at cost price.

Mr. Chandker, pastor of Ahmednagar First Church writes:— “ We 
teach people to thank God for hard days rather than to speak against 
God or to complain and talk against our Christian brethren or the 
missionaries. My experience tells me that hard days increase our faith, 
love, and sympathy for the people and for God.”

Kolgaon District—The semi-annual meeting of the churches of 
Kolgaon District in April brought together a goodly number of people 
who are interested in the spread o f the Kingdom. Six months before 
they had promised about 150 rupees to be paid in April and September 
1918. The leaders in the various towns of the District brought their 
gifts with joy  and about one half of the promised sums were collected. 
The September instalment has not been paid. Many at that time 
had barely enough to keep soul and body together, and they had 
not any money to give away. These payments were by Church 
members not in the employ o f the Mission. The regular workers in 
the District give a regular tithe in addition to the sum mentioned 
above. In many villages now people have gone to other parts of the 
conntry to earn a living. Schools have few children.

Compared with past years, few have come forward for baptism or 
admission to the churches. We must wait for another time for 
additions to the church membership. (H. Fairbank)

The Parner District—“ Excepting financial responsibility, the 
Parner District, which is the Western section o f the Ahmednagar 
Collectorate, was superintended by Mr. R. S. Modak. In 1919 he~is to 
carry even the financial responsibility." ( R. A . Hume)

Mr. Modak writes— “  I f  it were not for the unceasing guidance of 
my Lord I would never have been able to carry on for a year such a 
great work as is in the Parner district. Considering my unworthiness 
I was afraid at the end of the last year to succeed a great man like our 
beloved Dr. Hume. I thankfully acknowledge the encouragement and 
help so readily given by Dr. Hume from time to time as need was felt. 
Amidst this terrible famine and the cruel pestilence of influenza all 
the mission workers in the district and some of the village Christians 
have been during this year courageous and loyal to their Master. The 
observance of a special week of evangelism proved fruitful. An 
unregistered co-operative society was started for a church in the
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district. Local donations obtained from Indians were very encourag
ing at such critical times. I feel the need of my leading in efforts for 
the Christian congregations in the district in order to help them to be 
more spiritual, to train them in selected companies to carry church 
responsibility, and to encourage them to carry on co-operative 
agriculture, weaving, village carpentry, tailoring, shop-keeping and 
such other occupations as would improve their financial condition. 
I t  is my desire and hope to enable these Christians to support their 
churches without pecuniary aid from the Mission or mission workers. 
May God help me and help others to help me in such efforts.”

Vadala—Our church convention as usual was held in March. We 
had been working for it for several months previous, trying to stir the 
hearts of all the church members with a desire to attend, and to 
stimulate them to plan for a bigger offering than ever before. Quite 
a bit of enthusiasm was created, especially in villages where there were 
bands of singers. For weeks beforehand these were preparing their 
hymns for exhibition at the convention. And truly it was a stirring 
occasion. We were so proud to see row after row of men and women 
from the ordinary church members seated in the big church, more 
having come than ever before, I think. Many of them were so 
poor that the sacrifice of three days’ wages meant a real act of 
devotion, a test which I feel sure would prove too great for most 
of our home Christians. The meetings covered two nights and one 
day, the nights being given up to singing by the different village 
bands which had come in, and the day sessions being devoted to 
speaking and devotional services and to the offering. The latter is the 
crowning feature o f the day with us, and this year was no exception to 
the rule. Owing to the high prices of food and to the resulting hard
ship o f our people the offering was less than before, about Rs. 100 in 
all. But even with this disappointment the convention was a grand 
success, stimulating the enthusiasm, community feeling, and spiritual 
life of our churches. (E . IF. Felt)

Rahuri—Much good work has been done throughout the year in the 
churches. The usual evangelistic methods have been employed. 
Hindus have been interested enough to give generously, some to 
medical and others to educational work. Among these gifts are sites 
for two schools, Manori, and Mhaisgaon, also wood for building. Some 
of these gifts have been small but they have been received from the 
many and not from the few. ( W. 0. Ballantine)

Sirur—The church is making good progress under its new pastor, 
Rev. Sumantrao Dongre. The occasion of his ordination and installa
tion was a very notable event in the history of the Sirur church. 
Under his direction bands of the school boys and teachers make
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frequent visits to neighboring villages and wadis. Some new Sunday- 
Schools for non-Christian boys and girls were opened, and until 
influenza and famine conditions intervened they were flourishing under 
the voluntary work o f some of the members of the Sirur church. The 
finances o f the church are in a very satisfactory condition. They 
have met all bills when due and have paid out a considerable sum for 
charity and relief in these hard days. They have a comfortable 
surplus in the treasury. The pastor has been teaching the Sunday- 
School teachers class, the Inquirers class and also the Bible class for 
the larger boys in the Middle School. The spirit o f unity and harmony 
is marked. {A . A . McBride)

Satara— Satara Church has been without a regular pastor the 
entire year. Until his return to Bombay, Mr. Hazen guided the 
activities of the church, superintended the central Sunday-School, 
and conducted church services. Since then, Rev. N. V . Tilak has 
been the preacher and has put much thought into making the church 
services distinctively Indian in their form of worship. {H. H. Lee)

W ai—The Sunday and week-day services of the church have been 
maintained regularly, with much spiritual interest. Except during 
the severe epidemic of influenza, in October and November, when 
whole families and some in every home were ill, the attendance has 
been most satisfactory. This time of anxiety and sorrow has brought 
all into closer fellowship. The well ones have ministered in every 
possible way to the sick ones. Their tender loving sympathy and 
thoughtful care have brought comfort to bereaved hearts. Three of 
our most loved members passed on to the Better Land.

The church was greatly quickened during the special evangelistic 
campaign early in the year, all attended and participated in the daily 
preparatory prayer services. In the actual witness bearing in the 
homes and villages there was much joyful, humble testimony. The 
power of the Holy Spirit was manifest in the deep impression made on 
the people by the simple story of what Christ had brought to them.

This is a great testing time for a l l ; never, even in famine times, have 
prices been as high ae now. The Christians are facing the present and 
hard months to come with faith and patient courage—not yet has 
one asked to be excused from contributing his part toward church 
expenses. They know they cannot live long on what they receive, and 
already some are being affected by insufficient food ; all are practising 
strict economy in every way. With cheerfulness the day’s work is 
faithfully done, while they, with child-like trust, look to our Father for 
the supply o f their need. (M . L. Sibley)

Sholapur— The First Church of Sholapur has shown a commend
able spirit in co-operation, helpfulness toward the pastor and toward
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one another in distress and sickness. Thus the Church has grown in 
unity and strength. The visit of Sadhu Sunder Singh was uplifting» 
and some results are abiding. Many have testified to a complete change 
in their ideas of prayer. It is now a pleasure, whereas it was more or 
less of a burden before. A  prayer-meeting after the regular church 
service on Sundays has been well attended and has given a more 
abundant life to some. The Church was never so strong, apparently, 
as it is now.

The Second (Leper) Church has had some additions to its number, 
and has increased its bank account by Rs. 20 given from the daily 
allowance of grain.

The village churches do not grow much. Yet most of our churches 
in the cities are made up of country people. The small town has few 
inducements for the young men to stay there. Attractions come from 
the Government offioes, the railways, the mills and shops of the larger 
towns. Besides, in the small towns envy and jealousy are hindrances 
to progress. It is easy to call down pride and ambition by destroying 
the fruits o f industry, burning fodder or poisoning cattle. (X. S. 
Gates)

BarsI—A Church was organised here on January 15th. Mr. L. S. 
Gates, Rev. Vishramji Chandker and other friends specially interested 
in Barsi were present at the ceremony ; then all proceeded up to the 
Mogalai for the ordination of a Mogalai pastor, the Rev. Yithoba 
Dethe. The people had looked forward to this event for 25 years and 
we had great hopes of Vithoba, not for any special gifts but because 
he was earnest and faithful and knew the district well—having served 
the mission over twenty years there. Alas, he was cut off during the 
influenza epidemic, and our poor Mogalai Christians are once more 
left without a leader. Oar third church at Dhotre, some six miles 
from here, lost its deacon and leader, and there is no one very able to 
take his place. ( / .  B. Rose)



EVANGELISTIC WORK

n  PICTURE.—A  throng o f merry-makers in holiday 
dress and holiday m o o d ! The men’s turbans make 
brilliant patches o f red, orange, purple or pink above their 
white garments ; the women are gay with their rich saris, 
with jewelled ear-rings and nose-rings, with clinking 
bangles, anklets and toe-rings ; while the little kiddies 
are delightedly conscious of their finery— be it yellow 
waistcoat, purple velvet cap, silk embroidered dress, or 
painfully new shoes !

A t last the cry goes up “  He is coming,” and all eyes 
are strained towards a moving spot in the distance. As 
it approaches and as the crowd begins to distinguish a 
figure swaying in mid-air, the excitement grows to fever- 
pitch. This is the Hook-Swinging Festival—in its 
modern and humane form. The devotee used actually to 
swing, from a hook in the flesh of his back, from a pole 
attached to a cart. Nowadays, he is suspended by a series 
of cords ; and though he swings backwards and forwards 
and round about like an erratic pendulum, according to 
the vagaries o f the 12 oxen drawing the cart, he sufiers 
nothing but giddiness, and is able to converse with his 
admiring friends below. He hopes, by making this strange 
journey of 3 miles from the temple o f Soneshwar to the 
village of Bodhan, to gratify the gods and lay up merit 
for himself.

A t the cross-roads where the procession must pass, sits 
a missionary lady telling a group of village women about 
the Great Good Spirit whom she worships, who loves His 
children and does not require of them foolish vows and 
performances. In and out among the crowd, and especial
ly in the village where the proceedings end with a big 
dinner to the devotee’s friends, several quiet, pleasant
faced men and women move about, talking to individuals 
and to groups alike of their God and their worship. These 
are preachers, teachers and bible women from our Mission 
Station at Wai, who seize this opportunity of reaching 
crowds of villagers from far and near.

In this way seed is sown in the hearts of the people and 
carried to many homes otherwise untouched by Christian 
influence, where some of it will surely bear fruit in God’s 
good time.
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Bombay—Evangelism in Bombay, with ita present population of 
about a million and two hundred thousand people, comprises tasks as 
varied as the most cosmopolitan city in the the East can make them. 
Supervision of daily street-preaching— especially during Bombay’s 
many festivals—the sale of the Scriptures, employment bureau work, 
elementary day-schools, the literary task of writing one’s message in 
books and articles, hundreds of interviews, some with secret seekers 
after truth and those whose hearts bear heavy burdens, these—along 
with many committees connected with such evangelistic agencies as 
the Bible and Tract Societies and the Y.M.C.A.—are but illustrations 
of the varied life of a Bombay evangelistic missionary.

In estimating the influence of Spirit-inspired evangelism, figures 
count for little, hence the small importance we attach to them in 
reports like this. Nevertheless, we are grateful to God that our six 
preachers have sold no less than 15,000 separate portions o f Scripture, 
representing an increase of 6,000 over the previous record. A  definite 
part of every day’s street preaching is to count the crowds that 
listen, and these have numbered considerably over 50,000 people. 
Such figures confirm our impression that underneath the surface of 
India’s intellectual, social and political unrest, there is that deepest 
unrest of all, “ the religious quest of India.” (J. F . Edwards)

Vadala— The big event of the year in the gaining of new recruits 
for the church was the baptism of the members of the Mang com
munity at Dhor Chandgaon— one o f the villages in which work is 
supported from the Bates Fund. About 75 men, women and children 
were baptised, and quite an occasion was made of it. When the 
pastor arrived with a band of singers from the neighbouring vil
lage o f Ghevri, we found they had tied up a covering made o f blankets 
and bagging to shade us from the sun. Some of the village* people sat 
a short distance away looking on with lively curiosity. The service 
began with a short examination of the Christian knowledge of the 
candidates. It appeared that the teacher had taught them faithfully, 
and that they all manifested an eager desire after better things. So 
family by family they stood up and were initiated into our Christian 
fellowship. We went away feeling the solemn joy of the angels at the 
reception into the Kingdom of “ even the least” of God’s children. 
(E. W. Felt)

Rahuri— In March tours were made to the south and west of 
Rahuri. At Mhaisgaon seventeen were baptised. A  Gosavi there 
has given his little girl to us and intends to be baptised soon. The 
town is on a high hill, and a lovely stream of water flows around it 
with oleander flowers lining its banks. It seems like a bit o f another 
country to come upon such a place in March.
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Later in the year visits were made to the north and east of Rahuri. 
(  W. 0 . Ballantine)

S iru r— The evangelistic work' in the villages in the first part of the 
year was most encouraging. The villages were open to our preachers 
as they have not been for years. In March we had a special tour with 
eftort to bring to a decision those who had been under instruction and 
training for some time. The District was divided into two parts and 
two bands visited the different villages and held special meetings. A  
large number of baptisms was the result o f this tour. But because of 
influenza which has hit all of our villages very severely and because 
o f famine conditions, the work in the last half o f the year has been 
curtailed. Many of our people have left their villages for places where 
they can get work. Some have died o f influenza. The condition of 
those who remain is pitiable in many villages. They have no work, 
their fields are bare and they have no fodder to feed their cattle. We 
have had many requests for baptisms but it has long been mission 
policy not to baptize many during hard times as it is sometimes 
difficult at these times to distinguish between real inquirers and 
“ rice” Christians. {A . A . McBride)

Satara— The evangelistic campaign in February was so devotedly 
led by Mr. and Mrs. Hazen, and so loyally supported by our preachers, 
teachers, and bible women, that instead of ending in February, it 
carried itself over into March. Both men and women entered whole 
heartedly into the programme, night after night. Those who could 
not speak provided some rousing singing of Gospel hymns, nearly all 
from the able pen o f Mr. Tilak, who has so wonderfully enriched the 
hymnology o f the Church of Christ in Western India. Our blind 
musician from Miss Millard’s School tramped along with the rest, 
through dusty city streets and over rough country roads. Distance 
was not considered even when it meant no supper till 10 or 11 at 
night. In hillside hamlets, under the trees, in harvest fields, beneath 
the lustrous stars and the radiant Southern Cross, the story ot Christ 
was told and sung by our band of Christians. Mr. Hazen worked the 
stereoptican, the preachers took turns in speaking to the audience, the 
teachers and the school boys sang. And always we prayed : together 
before we set out, and in our hearts during the services, that the mes
sage might be effectual, for we realized that God is the Great W ork
man, and the work is His.

In Satara and the surrounding district. 5 preachers have a parish of 
o f 104 villages. Satara, Waduth, Koregaon, Rahimatpur and Masur, 
are the centres of their circles, each with a radius of from 6 to 10 miles. 
For special Hindu festivals and fairs they go in a company to more 
distant places. A t such fairs they are able to sell hundreds of scrip-



Alter 50 years of service, Rev. Hariba Gaikwad, Satara. The late Madhavrao V. Bhambal, Sholapur.



Our Youngest Maratha recruit, Satara. The Opium Baby. A new arrival, Satara;



EVANGELISTIC WORK. 16

ture portions, and have tangible evidence in their every day work of 
the power of the printed Gospel. Among the pilgrims at these special 
festivals, there are always a few particularly devout men called Mal- 
karis, who wear around their necks a string of beads indicating their 
attachment to some special Hindu deity—frequently Vithoba of 
Pandharpur. These beads are a precious relic to the owners, who will 
not part with them for money. Recently one of the preachers brought 
two such strings o f wooden beads which had been given to him by men 
who had made many a pilgrimage to the sacred temple at Pandharpur, 
These men had heard the Gospel message, and—though not ready 
openly to become followers o f the Lord Jesus Christ—were convinced 
o f the inability of their own deity to save them. (H . H. Lee)

Sholapur—We have great pleasure in recording the visit of the 
Indian evangelist—Sadhu Sunder Singh. His visit was anticipated 
by much prayer and preparation, and'Christians were ready to receive 
the blessing which his burning words brought to them. His illustra
tions of how Christians could live in the world, and yet not be of the 
world, were forceful and effective. Even the lepers were provided for, 
and were allowed to come to the church and sit outside the window 
just behind the pulpit. He spoke to the hearts o f the people, in an 
attractive telling way, and we praise God for this glimpse of this 
humble, and yet great servant of the Master. (F . 27". Gates')

Panchgani.—I have been living at Panchgani the greater part of 
the past year and have had opportunity o f speaking the words of life 
to people who come to the house, and in other ways.

It was good to see a more humble attitude o f spirit in those who 
had suffered from the wave of influenza which swept over the country. 
And now that God has caused this terrible war to cease, we realize 
more of His presence and power, while we pray that His Kingdom 
may come—and His will be done on earth as in Heaven. May we 
learn the needed lessons in following the Master from day to day. 
(H. P . Bruce)

I It is over 55 years since Mrs. Bruce first came to India. She and her husband 
arrived in Bombay on March 3rd, 1863, and after a few months of language study at 
Ahmodnagar were stationed at Khokar and then at Rahuri. Prom 1872 onwards they 
stayed at Satara where the great bulk of Mr. Bruce’s literary and evangelistic work was 
done. In 190S they retired to the mission bungalow at Panchgani, some 12 miles from 
Mahablesliwar, and there Mr. Bruce died only six months later.

Mrs. Bruce has continued to reside there, nominally retired but in reality living an 
active life. She cultivates friendly relations with the missionaries and others in the hill 
station, and spreads the gospel both in English and Marathi. Last but not least, she 
retains a living interest in the Mission and gives its members an unfailing word of cheer 
on their way to and from Mahablesliwar each year.

We congratulate Mrs. Bruce most heartily on her many years of service in India!]

The Bates Work—The work in 25 villages supported by the 
Bates Fund has had a very successful year. There have been 
many baptisms, of men, women and children, a large number of
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enquirers and good attendance at the bhajan services. This work 
however has suffered severely recently because the people in so many 
villages are being driven by want o f work to seek sustenance elsewhere. 
In some villages an entire outcaste quarter has migrated to other 
parts, and it is therefore impossible to keep track of them. They 
have as a rule no fixed destination, but wander aimlessly from place 
to place picking up a livelihood where they can, and in some cases 
returning exhausted to their own villages to die there. All building 
operations in the Bates villages have been suspended. It is quite 
possible that in God’s good providence this very migration which is 
so dislocating the work may prove a good evangelistic agent, for 
the people who, through Mr. Bates’ generous scheme, have had a 
Christian worker in their village for two years, are carrying the truths 
they have thus learned to other regions beyond the sphere of our 
mission. {R. S. Rose)

The “ Bates Men” of the Sholapur district have worked hard, and 
have been obliged to meet great hardships arising from sickness in 
their families. But their zeal has provoked others, and they have 
done good in bringing about a greater spirit of inquiry than has ever 
been known here before, The preachers and bible women who have 
been with us in our tours are so enthusiastic that they do not want to 
leave and come in to Sholapur !

One of the Bates Men was accused by town officers of preaching 
sedition. A  report went up to the higher authorities, and investiga
tion was made. Not only was the man exonerated, but those who 
brought the false charges were punished ! The report originated in 
Brahmin influence to try to stop Christian teaching. We are thank
ful for a fair-dealing Government, and would call attention to the 
incident as a commentary on efiorts for “  Home Rule,” alias Brahmin 
Rule. (L. S. Gates)



WORK AMONG WOMEN.

P —  ^
fl PICTURE—The courtyard of a house of good caste. 

Groups of Indian women, young and old, are seated on 
the ground listening to a visitor. A ray of sunlight 
shows up their dark eyes, their smooth, well-oiled black 
hair, their nose-rings, earrings, bangles and anklets. The 
spot of red powder on the forehead and the string of 
black beads round the neck denote the married women, 
and some little tots o f eight and ten are thus marked out. 
Look at that melancholy young woman on the edge of the 
group. She had no children, so her husband took 
another wife. Here is the story of Hannah all over 
again ; but this Hannah has a brutal husband, and alas ! 
no God to whom she can tell her misery. No wonder her 
eyes haunt y o u !

The visitor is a Christian bible woman who comes once 
a fortnight to this house and sings, prays, and tells simple 
Christian truths. To some of the women it is the 
brightest spot in their daily lives, and some of them are 
Christian in heart. They dare not say so openly, but they 
have gradually left off idol-worship, and their menfolks have 
followed suit. In many ostensibly Hindu homes the idols 
have fallen into disuse, and the people have a comforting 
though vague sense o f a lovingFather and a loving Savior.

Bombay—Our four bible-women have done faithful steady work 
this year. Since the ravages of the influenza epidemic ceased, their 
visits have been constantly among stricken families, where they have 
been called on to give comfort and to try to soothe women who in 
some cases have been almost demented by grief. I find that the 
number of separate visits paid by these four is about 1290 for the 
year, and the number of women met with about 11,500, many of these 
of course being the same from week to week. Compared with the vast 
population of Bombay, this is but a tiny fraction, and there is scope 
for a far more extensive work, had we the means to do it. Our bible- 
women find almost everywhere a ready entrance, and the women listen 
eagerly to their Message. Some have bought Scripture portions and 
small hymn books, singing always forming an attractive part of the
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bible women’s visit. We have studied together, in our bible women’s 
classes, some of the hymns we thought most suitable for use in 
visiting, as the women need to have them explained as well as sung, if 
they are to be an effective means of conveying the message to them. 
We pray that before another year has passed we may have the joy  of 
seeing some harvest from this seed-sowing, even though the results 
can never be fully known until they are revealed at the great Harvest 
Home. (X. M. Edwards)

Tenement visiting in Bomba)'— The more visiting one does in 
Bombay, the more does one discover not only how greatly it is needed, 
but how much it is appreciated. Some missions appear to perceive more 
clearly than others the need for such visiting, and appoint certain 
missionaries just for that purpose.

Visits to the women need to be frequent indeed, to keep them out 
of the ruts into which their circumscribed lot tempts them to fall 
and which the enervating climate encourages. The Christian Women 
Workers’ Union plans a conference every year for the Christian women 
of Bombay, to help them, for one week at least, to get out of and rise 
above these ruts. The conference this year was an unusually success
ful one. Devotional and religious topics occupied the morning sessions, 
and tha afternoons were devoted to subjects suggested by the war, a 
magic lantern lecture, and a visit to one of the War Hospitals in the 
city. But a good deal of personal visiting is necessary beforehand, to 
persuade these dear sisters to think that they can arrange housework 
and other matters so as to be comparatively free to attend this con
ference for three or four days !

Nevertheless, it is encouraging and touching to see how faces 
brighten as one appears in the doorway, and how ready all are to have 
a short prayer offered in the house. “  Remember to come again ! ” is 
often the parting injunction.

The visitor to the homes of our Christian community comes to be 
known, before long, as one who can help girls and women to find 
suitable employment and suitable places to live in ; she becomes 
therefore, in time, a sort of bureau of information for those who need 
employment and protected homes. Nurses, teachers, girls in training, 
seamstresses, escorts and cooks, and those who wish to become one 
of these, come in never ending, i f  straggling, procession ; the visitor 
must meet them and, somehow, send them on their way rejoicing. 
{Emily R. BisselF)

Ahmednagar— The Bible Women's Work consists in—
1. Visiting non-Christian homes in the city often and regularly 

with the definite purpose of giving the non-Christian women a know
ledge of Christ and Christian truth.
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2. Holding classes for illiterate women to teach them about God, 
Christ and the Christian religion. Some women are taught to read.

3. Doing more or less pastoral work in our large Christian com
munity.

4. Attending a Bible Study Class, the object of which is to keep 
them fresh in Bible knowledge and to fit them spiritually for their work.

During the rains Miss Fulcher o f Sholapur came to Ahmednagar 
with the intention of helping the bible women in their work in 
Mahomedan homes. She was cordially received. It was a joy to the 
Mahomedan women to hear the Christian message in their own 
language, the Urdu.

The Chapin Home for women has been very full this year, too full 
for proper living ; therefore two extra rooms in the yard have been 
used to relieve the crowding.

This influenza which has left many families fatherless is the main 
reason for the unusual number of applications for admittance.

The women have worked well and earned fair wages. In ordinary 
times these wages would have been sufficient for their needs, but in 
these days of famine and high prices the money they earn is not 
sufficient.

One widow was recently married to a convert from Hinduism, a 
barber by caste.

The many women who have had and still have the benefit of this 
home are under very great obligation to Mrs. W- H. Haile of Spring
field, Mass., who since its founding, thirty-four years ago, has always 
supplied all the funds for this institution. (K. F. Hume)

Vadala—Of the bible women who work out in the villages, of whom 
there are six, one has become blind recently after an operation for 
cataract, one has had a long and severe illness, and others have 
been hindered by illness in their immediate families. As in all other 
departments of mission activity, the epidemic of influenza has caused 
much havoc. One of the best trained women is working among the 
Bhils, and has done very good work in teaching them. It is a cause 
for regret that this branch of our work has to suffer because there is no 
one to superintend it as it should be. We feel very strongly that|here 
should be a single lady here in Vadala who could give all her time to 
this very important and needy work.

The educated women here in the station have been doing good work 
by going out each Sunday morning in small groups to the nearby 
villages, and especially in these famine times they have no difficulty in 
getting an audience.

One of the bible women who work here in Vadala did splendid 
work among the large group of Mang Garudi people who were here for
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some months. They have had to leave now on account o f there being 
no work for them, but they will probably never forget the hymns, 
verses and Bible stories which this faithful woman taught them.

At the time of our Annual Sabha the wives of a number of teachers 
came in and a special women’s meeting was held, at which a number of 
women volunteered to pledge themselves to do some work for Christ 
among the women of their villages. We consider this little Association 
of Women for Voluntary Service a very encouraging feature of our 
work. ( R. C. Felt)

Rahuri—The women who do not read were examined early in 
September. Seventeen passed a good examination. Their teacher who 
had done much good work, died a month later from influenza. The 
other women’s Examination had to be omitted on account of the 
sickness, though all prepared for it. (</. L. Ballantine)

Slrur—The work of the bible women has been handicapped by the 
very serious epidemic of influenza which swept over the village. One 
epidemic in July was more serious in the village and that of October 
was more serious for our Christian community. In the latter five 
died. The bible women themselves were sick and unable to do their 
work. Almost all of the Christian community were down with it at 
one time or another and we are thankful that the loss o f life was not 
greater. (E. V. McBride)

Satara—Two bible women go about among the women in Satara 
and nearby villages. Their experience is that “  In front the sun 
climbs slow,— how slowly, But westward look, the land is bright ! ”

A t times it seems as if we were only inching along in getting acquain
ted with the women. Yet there is the Brahmin woman who 4 years ago 
began coming to our knitting class. Willing to come to our school 
building herself, she would not have us defile her house by our presence. 
Recently she welcomed us to her home, took us to the room of privilege 
upstairs, and let us sing and talk and pray with her. There is the 
cultured woman of position whom I have known to change her sari 
before meeting us, and put on a plain white one which would the more 
readily shed the defilement we left behind. She now sends two dear 
littl%girls to our school. The invitation to these same children was 
given in years past and always courteously but pointedly declined. 
There is the keen lawyer who years ago did all in his power to break 
up a Christian school, who now cordially invites us to visit his wife. 
Frequently we come across women who have been helped by tbe 
missionary doctors in Wai and Ahmednagar, and are therefore more 
ready to listen to our message.

In this work Mrs. Tilak has given voluntary service which was a 
great help. Her sacred song services known as kirtans have been
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much appreciated. When she speaks to the women it is out of her own 
experience.,

Born and brought up a Brahmin among Brahmins, she became a 
Christian in her maturer years, and knows whereof she speaks. Never 
does she leave a home where we have been visiting the women, without 
drawing them together in a simple, fervent prayer. (.H . H. Lee)

W ai— Our stafi for women’s work has been strengthened by the 
addition of another graduate from our Bible Women’s Training 
School. In homes, villages, hospital and dispensary, these women are 
instant in season and out of season. The influenza epidemic brought 
grief to almost every home. This, with the struggle to live on little, 
makes many tender and anxious hearts, eager for the comfort these 
women can give from their own blessed experiences of God’s love and 
power in times of need. (M. L. Sibley)

Sholapur— The Bible Classes begun a year ago have had a good 
year, but have been combined so that the number is less than last year. 
The most encouraging olass is among a group of women near the Leper 
Asylum. They live so far from the church that it is difficult for them, 
with their small children, to attend the Sunday school. Their class 
meets, therefore, at one of their own homes during the Sunday school 
hour, and the attendance has been very regular. They are hard-working 
women, and it is difficult to find forms of Christian service for which 
they have the time and ability. They have been most loyal to the 
Dorcas Society which meets once a week. This Society, which last 
year helped to support two little boys left orphan by the death of their 
mother, who was a member of the Society, has this year been sewing 
for the poor of the community without any charge. The prices have 
been so high and food and clothing so hard to get, that we felt we 
could help most by buying cheap cloth and making clothes which the 
poor people could buy for the price of the cloth alone. In spite of this, 
we have let those who could afford to pay, do so, and we have enough 
in our treasury to help out with some Christmas dinners for the very 
poor of the church. (K . V. Gates)

Barsi— We have four bible women, two for Urdu work (supported 
mainly by Miss Fulcher of the Z.B. & M. Mission, Sholapur) and two 
for Marathi work. Of these latter one came to us in July, a graduate 
of the Bible Women’s Training School. She and our venerable old 
“ grandmother ” Devakabai get an entrance to both caste and outcaste 
homes, and their visits are eagerly looked for by the women. They also 
go to near by villages and help in the general evangelistic work. 
( / .  B. Rose)
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I.—Training Schools.
The Ahmednagar Divinity College—1918 was a red letter year 

for the Ahmednagar Divinity College. January first was the fortieth 
anniversary of the starting o f the College, which is the first organized 
institution in Western India for training Indian clergymen. For 
convenience, the anniversary was celebrated on January 10th. In these 
forty years, ten classes containing 159 men have received some training 
in this institution. They have worked in nine Missions in the Marathi 
language area. Every single pastor and leading preacher in this 
American Marathi Mission was once a student in this Divinity College. 
Of the former students more than one-fifth are not now living. 68 
attended the fortieth anniversary.

Another encouraging point in this College’s history in 1918 is that 
official steps were begun to make it the accepted theological institution 
of the United Free Church of Scotland’s Western India Mission, for 
training clergymen. It is hoped that one or two other Missions will 
also make this their principal Divinity School.

In 1918 we had one advanced class of 12 students who receive 
rather more than half of their instruction through the English lan
guage, and another vernacular class o f 11. It was the second year of 
study for the English class. They are to study two years more. The 
vernacular class has been having a short course for a term of nine 
months which will end in March next. A  new Indian professor, 
Prof. S. L. Salve, began work in June, and is very helpful. (R. A.Hume)

The Union Training School has suffered from both the famine 
and the pestilence. Expenses in the hostel have gone way up, being 
more than double the expenses of ordinary years, because the cost of 
food has increased so much. An extra month o f vacation had to be 
given on account of the influenza. There were three new pupils to 
come from a sister mission. Two of these died of influenza and the 
third was sick for weeks and has barely regained his strength. We 
are glad to report no deaths among the regular members of the school. 
However, the school has done its work well, and our examinations have 
been satisfactory. There have been many requests for teachers with 
certificates from the School, more than we could supply. The boys 
keep up their Christian Endeavor society very well indeod, and are 
thorougly interested in it. (H . Fairbank)

Bible Training School for Women, Ahmednagar—For several 
years Miss Gertrude Harris has been the principal of the Bible Training
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School and has done fine service in making it an efficient institution. 
Since she went on furlough in April, I have been in charge.

A  class o f seven was graduated in March. Each graduate received 
an appointment and is at work in this or in some other mission. The 
closing exercises were held in the hall of the building occupied by the 
school. The talks made by the graduating members were thoughtful 
and interesting, giving the listeners an idea of the comprehensive 
and thorough course which the students have had.

Early in June the School opened for another year of work. One class 
was in attendance in its second year of study. There are eight 
students. Miss Gozerabai Gaikwad is doing the largest part of the 
teaching. She has old ¿Testament and New Testament subjects, 
church history, religious pedagogy, etc.

The influenza epidemic interrupted the regular course for some 
weeks. We are grateful that there were no serious cases in the School. 
During the epidemic the women were most helpful in caring for each 
other.

Miss Gozerabai Gaikwad, assisted by the students, conducts 
a Sunday School for Hindu children in a section of the city where no 
mission work is carried on. It is a large and flourishing Sunday 
School which gives the women an opportunity for Christian work. 
(K . F. Hume)

The Josephine Kindergarten and Training School—With the 
coming of Miss Seiler, who was most generously loaned to us 
this year by the Presbyterian Mission, the Kindergarten Training 
School started its work once more in June. In spite of the high cost 
of living and the fact that there had been no entering class for two 
years, we were very glad to welcome seventeen girls from six different 
missions. Nine of these girls Miss Seiler brought with her.

The girls are busy all day long from five in the morning until five 
o’clock in the evening. They observe and teach in the Kindergarten 
and in the Primary School in the morning, and have two hours at noon 
for preparing and eating their noon day meal, after which their Train
ing School classes begin for the afternoon. When school is over they 
go for a walk, play games or work in their small garden plots. In the 
evening they gather in the Kindergarten around the tables for an hour 
of study before they retire at nine o ’clock.

Miss Welles who came out in November 1917, to help Miss Harding 
with the Kindergarten and Training School, has had the year for 
language study. When she first came, her help in the Training School 
enabled the senior class o f seven girls to graduate in March. The 
closing exercises were held out of doors in the bungalow compound. 
It wasa very happy occasion for all and perhaps especially for the fathers 
and mothers, as the children for the first time took a larger part
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in the programme. A  circle was marked out as in Kindergarten, and 
here the children sang their songs, danced their folk-dances and did 
their drills in a way that made us all feel proud. The training girls 
gave a very pretty drill with hoops decorated in the class colours of 
pink and white. Mr. Gates made them a short address and presented 
the diplomas. (M. B. Harding)

II.— High Schools.
Byculla High School, Bombay—The task o f managing an institu

tion for boys and girls in their teens, for many of whom this will be the 
end of their education, while for others it will be the stepping-stone to 
further study, appeals to us even more than ever as an important one. 
Mr. Picken was Principal of the School until May, and we began with 
the new term in June. One o f the important steps of last year was 
encouraging eight or ten boys to go into service in the military Labour 
Corps. Nearly all of these boys have done well. Some of them have 
gone to Mesopotamia to share in the reconstruction of that old country 
and we are proud of them. Their letters tell of hard work and of 
continued interest in the School.

The departure o f these and other pupils considerably reduced our 
number, so that in June we had at first less than fifty on hand. 
There are none this year in the highest class, the Seventh Standard. 
Visiting some of the primary schools around, and advertising, brought 
us in more than twenty new pupils, and we still have occasional 
additions, but hope for more in February or March, when a new lot 
may be expected from the primary schools.

The school has now an excellent staft' of teachers, all but one of 
whom have the B. A. degree. They have shown commendable interest 
and enthusiasm. The Inspector’s report this year appears to show 
some improvement. Special attention has been given this year to 
physical training, with regular drill for boys under a teacher trained 
in the Inter-mission Y.M.C.A. Training Class. The Y .W .C .A . has 
done similar service for the girls. Games of various kinds are being 
played, cricket being first in interest to boys, with basket-ball, play
ground base ball, and volley ball following. ( W. Hazeri)

Boys’ High School, Alimednagar— For the High School as for 
all work the year has been an extremely hard one. The attendance 
has fallen off because of inability of the parents to pay the school fee. 
Great leniency has had to be used in this matter. The acquisition of 
two new Indian teachers has been a distinct gain. Mr. Picken was 
transferred from Bombay to Ahmednagar and is o f very great 
assistance, but he is soon to go home.

Mr. Lindstrom, our short term man, has gone on Y.M .C.A. active 
service to Basra, and his loss is keenly felt. Our Library, the Edward
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Hawea Library, is increasingly filling a long felt need in the school, 
and more and more books are daily being taken out for supplementary 
reading. We have the beginning of a Gymnasium.

Our most discouraging feature has been the unprecedented expense 
in connection with Harris Hall, our boarding department. We have 
a deficit this year o f over Rs. 3,000 ; however, we are not discouraged, 
but have a strong hope that we shall be able to really do better work 
as soon as the world settles down to a peaceful pursuit of life again.

We have had the joy  of witnessing the coming out for Christ of two 
Hindu boys. The world is turning to Jesus as never befoi’e.

We need the prayers of every one who reads this report that we 
may be given wisdom to inspire our High School boys, who are to 
become the leaders in our Indian Christian Community, with right 
ideas of leadership. (G. H . Burr)

Girls’ High School, Ahmednagar—In the Anglo-Vernacular 
Department, school work went on pretty steadily throughout the year, 
until it was stopped in a most abrupt and unceremonious fashion at 
the end of September by the influenza epidemic. School had to be 
closed in a good deal of haste and confusion because so many of the 
teachers and pupils were ill. It is a real joy now at the beginning of 
December to have the wheels running smoothly again.

There seems very little of special moment to report as we look back 
upon the year’s work. After all, there is bound to be a good deal of 
routine in any kind of school work. Howevei’, we hope that as a 
result of the steady, daily routine there is gradually being established 
a higher standard both of scholarship and of conduct. No report of 
our work would be complete without a word of appreciation of the 
teachers, most of whom have been doing very faithful work throughout 
the year. Without their interest and loyal co-operation it would be 
impossible to accomplish what we are trying to accomplish in the 
school. (C. H . Bruce)

III.— Boarding and Station Schools.
Primary School, Byculla, Bombay—The Marathi School, with 

125 pupils, flourishes more than ever before, we believe, and the 
class-room work is of a high order. English is taught systematically 
in the highest classes, and simple conversation also in the lower 
classes. This work was placed on a good foundation by Miss Picken 
and is continued by Mrs. Hazen. Our kindergarten continues to draw 
many little children trom the neighbourhood, besides the many small 
toddlers we have as boarders.

Fiske Hall and Bowker Hall continue to be the home of many boys 
and girls, who have their sleeping, eating and working arrangments
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separately, but meet in the same class-rooms both in High School and 
Marathi School. The number o f High School girls is now small, 
but there is a large number of smaller children, some of them being 
as yet too young for school. The care of all these little ones is a 
heavy burden, and the financial support of many boys and girls who 
have no parents or whose parents are poor, is also difficult. We are 
most grateful for the support o f Miss Emily C. Wheeler, the friend of 
destitute children, who continues to help us provide for many of these. 
(  W. Hazen)

The Clarke-Abbott Home, Bombay—Mrs. Edwards had charge 
of this work for the first three months of the year; but when her health 
broke down Mr. Edwards added this responsibility to his already full 
programme. He writes:— Altogether apart from the excellent edu
cational advantages which the school offers in its special curriculum, it 
is a great delight to watch these little boys, particularly in their fine 
Christian Endeavour Meetings or when they are reciting together a 
portion of Scripture. A  long Psalm, for example, or the 12th Chapter 
of Paul’s Epistle to the Romans will be recited by them all in unison 
without a mistake or any suggestion of the possibility of one. In view 
however of the impossibility of a mere man being able to do all that 
this fine institution demands, it is to be hoped that ere long the needed 
full-time lady missionary will be found to supervise the educational 
and religious development of these fifty or sixty little boys. I cannot 
close without expressing my heartiest thanks to the school staff who 
have rendered me such valuable assistance, especially the house-father, 
Mr. R. G. Wagchowre. {J. F. Edwards)

Vernacular Oirls’ School, Ahmednagar—There are now 196
children in the Vernacular department, four of whom are Brahmans. 
We are glad to say that the number of high caste children is gradually 
increasing. Even Brahman widows have found us out, one attending 
the third standard regularly.

Mr. Staines seems to have made a lasting impression upon the minds 
of these children. They still talk of his pictures, especially those in 
which the effects o f sin were vividly portrayed.

The teachers are growing more sincere and ready to take suggestions. 
We now have a library in the teachers’ home where they can study, 
read and sew. Last January the teachers gave an entertainment in 

order to raise money to equip this library.
The Vernacular dormitory went on as usual until September when 

the influenza caught us. It seemed to attack the small children first. 
So many of the children fell ill that our dormitory became a hospital. 
We were fortunate in not losing more than one child from the Verna
cular. She had tuberculosis, so succumbed quickly in the epidemic«
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There seems to be a growing interest among the English iii the 
school. This past year several officers and privates came to see the 
school, and others want to come. We have had a few small donations 
of money and a very fine band concert. ('Carolyn D. Smiley)

Boys’ School, Vadala— It has been a good lesson to Mrs. Felt 
and myself that this year, when we have been able to give so little 
attention to the detailed work of the school, the Government Exami
nation was if  anything more gratifying than in the previous year. 
Special attention had been given to the drill, two teachers devoting a 
half hour a day to it, and the inspectors were pleased at the exhibition 
the boys gave of their newly acquired knowledge.

It has been decidedly painful to have to refuse to admit any new 
boys this year, and to try to bring down the number to somewhere near 
our ability to feed and care for. With grain prices trebled and 
quadrupled, we have had many anxious times, but it has been a 
wonderful encouragement that in war times our friends at home have 
given more liberally than ever before, increasing their annual gifts by 
at least 25%. (E. W. Felt)

Girls’ School, Vadala—Under the efficient hands of Tarabai, the 
headmistress of the school and matron of the boarding department, the 
routine work of the school has gone on as usual. Fortunately, the 
epidemic of influenza which has been making such havoc of schedules 
all over the country, broke out here in Vadala on the very day when 
the children were leaving for vacation. We have had to postpone the 
opening of school for a week or two beyond the usual time, as it is still 
quite prevalent out in the district, and doubtless some of the girls and 
boys will be delayed in coming back on account o f weakness. So far 
we have heard o f only two out of our fifty girls who have died from 
the effects of the disease.

When these girls come into our school from their tiny villages they 
are almost as “  green and untaught as one could imagine, and are 
often very quarrelsome too. It is most encouraging to see how under 
the quiet influence of Tarabai, and her motherly, kind yet firm hand, 
they gradually lose their bad habits. Mrs. Fairbank and I have often 
spoken of how happily they live and play and work together. Few of 
them are brilliant in their lessons, but it is worth a great deal to have 
the chance to develop in them good habits of cleanliness and right 
living and Christian chai’acter. ( / / .  C. Felt)

Sirur—The Beverly Girls’ School is greatly helped by having the 
new dormitory in the bungalow compound. It receives much closer 
supervision than was formerly possible. Some changes in the staff of 
teachers has added to efficiency. The girls have been moved into the
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former boys’ school at the edge o f the village and no longer need to go 
into the bazar.

A  large group o f town people, Brahmins, Wanis, etc., came to the 
opening and dedication of the new dormitory.

The Byington Boys’ School has made good progress this year. 
Changes in staff here also have improved the work and the teachers 
have been faithful and have worked hard. One teacher and several 
boys also went on War Service. Altogether twelve of our boys have 
volunteered for War Service. A  few more day pupils have come this 
year to the school than last, and with the increased friendliness of 
the village people we hope for a gradual increase o f the number of 
boys who come for the study of English. (A. A . McBride)

Satara—All our school work has been hard hit by an epidemic of 
religious fanaticism early in the year, and by an epidemic of influenza 
now at the close. The village schools in Rahimatpur and Shivathar 
are barely holding their own, but we work in hope. Teachers leaving 
to join the Army Bearer Labour Corps and for other reasons, left us 
short staffed. Four city schools, missing Mrs. Hazen’s close oversight, 
had a hard time during the interregnum till Miss Nugent returned. 
The Government Inspectors however were courteous and considerate 
in their examinations, realizing the difficulties attendant on repeated 
changes in staff and superintendence. Miss Nugent had barely taken 
over the schools when they had to be closed on account of the epidemic, 
and from teaching she had to turn to nursing. The mission compound 
became a hospital, and every one who was not sick turned to and 
helped those who were. Now that the scourge is past, all four schools 
are responding well to Miss Nugent’s efficient energy. New teachers 
have been secured and the attendance is going up again. The Middle 
School, with 26 on its rolls, teaches English in three standards. The 
boys from the tanner community now number 62 in the Dhor school. 
A  number o f pupils died of influenza, and the girls o f the Mulhar Peth 
School number 25. The fine Kindergartner in the Station School 
with her circle o f 30 children helps to bring the number in the Station 
School up to 65.

Forty boarding pupils have been crowded into dormitories meant for 
half the number. The fact that the rains have failed made it possible 
to stretch the inadequate accommodations by having the children eat, 
sleep, and study out o f doors, and by sharing with them one o f the 
bungalow verandahs. But constant crowding jangles the nerves and 
leaves them frayed. There are some troubles you can pack up in your 
old kit bag ; but this trouble of not having enough elbow room is not 
one o f them. So we must agitate for larger quarters. (H . H . Lee)

Station School, W a! —This year has seen the completion of our 
splendid new school building which the generosity of the Hampshire





W e are the Satara girls who live in these quarters. W e cook for 46 persons in a kitchen 10 ft. x 13 ft. 
Our roofs do not leak this year, because it doesn’t rain.
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County Branch ladies has made possible. The school occupied its 
new quarters early in February, and has been happy ever since in the 
possession o f such spacious rooms with ample light and air. The big 
kindergarten room is a beautiful place, and when it is filled with eager, 
joyous children it is a glorious sight. These Indian babies are so 
lovable and so responsive.

The site and play grounds are the finest I have seen in any Indian 
school. Our enrolment has already increased, but the new building 
is able to accommodate still more children. Pray with us that more 
may come to take advantage of it and to learn daily the secrets of the 
Master. ( Lillian Pickeii)

Boys’ Station School, Sholapur—The increasing efficiency of the 
school seems to be evidenced by two facts—(1) the fact that out of the 
80 boys enrolled, all but 17 passed the last Government examinations, 
bringing us an increased Government grant at a time when it is much 
needed ; and (2) the fact that more and more of a constituency is being 
built up in the district, furnishing a group of Hindu boys to be influ
enced and brought to Christ. It is interesting to see how quickly such 
boys fall into the Christian customs at the school, bowing their heads 
during prayers and joining heartily in the singing. They love the 
music. Only recently, a Hindu lad, after being just 5 days in our 
Boarding department, was playing the native Indian drums for the 
hymns the boys were singing at a special praise service held when the 
armistice with Germany was signed.

One of the year’s innovations has been the forming o f a school com
mittee of the responsible and influential men of the Church, who shall 
try to secure safe and good work for the boys who leave our school at 
the end o f the course. These boys are very young to be thrown out 
into the cold world, and we hope that this committee will act as 
“  Big Brothers !! to the lads until they learn how to serve Christ even 
in the midst of the terrible temptations which surround them. One 
of the problems which we are now facing is the care of such boys. We 
would be glad to hear that some good friend wants to build for us a 
Hostel where boys from 15 to 20 years of age can be housed and kept 
under Christian influence, and where a Christian man and his wife 
can make them a home until they are ready to have homes of their 
own. Thex*e is no such place for our boys, and the sudden freedom 
from the restraint of Boarding School life is apt to be hard even on 
the steadiest of them.

The year has brought us a great sorrow in the loss through influenza 
of our beloved and trusted Boarding Master, MadbavraoY. Bbambal. 
Those o f us who have been closely associated with him are more grate
ful than we can say that our introduction to work in India has been
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at the hands o f so splendid a Christian gentleman, llis  perfect 
sincerity and tactfulness made him one o f the most loved and honored 
men in the community. Madhavrao was treasurer of the Church, and 
one o f the last things that he did was to call a friend to help him go 
over the accouuts and be sure that they were correct. He kept all the 
accounts for the Boys’ School, handling several hundred rupees each 
month, but his honesty had never been questioned. He was a father 
to all the boys, settling their petty quarrels, binding up their hurts 
and giving out medicine. We are beginning to realize how many 
burdens he carried for us and what a tower o f strength he was. He 
was one o f the lowest-salaried men on our list, but had never been 
known to ask for an increase. We can only pray that the virtues 
which he represented may be multiplied and scattered abroad among 
the boys who were in the school with him and who respected him 
so thoroughly. We thank God for all that we and all our people 
saw in him and learned from him of sincerity, honesty and humility. 
(L. H . Gates)

Girls’ Station School, Sholapur—When we learned that Miss 
Seiler could come to Sholapur to help Miss Harding in the Training 
School for a year, we felt that the way was open for Miss Fowler to go 
home.

Two teachers were married before she left, so at the last we had 
to arrange for two new one.s for the coming year.

Miss Fowler knew before she left that the school funds were low, and 
she felt anxious about it, but she said “ I will do all I can when I get 
home, to raise money to send to you.”

April and May were vacation months, then the girls and teachers 
returned in June. Because we felt like sheep without a shepherd, we 
saw the necessity for greater unity and faithfulness in our work. 
Since then we have not failed to meet together for prayer every 
Saturday morning.

Ever since June, when we were getting ready for our Government 
examination, each teacher was determined to do all she could to have 
her class pass a good examination, for if she did not, people would say 
that the teachers had not been faithful in Miss Fowler’s absence. This 
spurred them on to do their best.

The girls have been praying that God would send money for the 
school, and because funds were low and grain was so high, the older 
girls decided, in order to save expense, to have only two full meals 
a day instead of three, but they thought the little children should have 
three. They did this until the influenza came. We had a very hard 
time then, but the missionaries helped us, and God heard our prayers 
and spared the very sick girls to us, all but our little Radha who was
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taken from us at that time. The girls wanted to show their gratitude 
for what God had done for them, so when we had a praise service in 
our church, they put in gladly their thank offering of 5 rupees (about 
]$ dollars) which sum they had received by singing at different houses.

The hard times, the famine and the influenza, have brought us all 
nearer to God, and the help He has given us in our special need, has 
made Him seem dearer than ever before, and we praise Him for His 
love and care for us. (Sulochanabai, Head mistress)

IV.—Common Schools. -r

Bombay—Five[of our primary schools still exist in Bombay, through 
which hundreds of pupils have passed in days gone by, some of them 
to higher educational institutions and others to various occupations in 
life. These schools ai*e placed in well known centres where they have 
long been an influence for good upon the locality. The teachers exert 
a healthful influence upon their pupils, and as they visit in the homes 
are often called upon by parents and others to help them in times of 
trouble. It is this personal touch that wins the hearts of parents and 
pupils alike.

During the past year or two, a baby organ has been added to the 
equipment of each o f these schools, and a blind music master, from the 
Mission Blind School, has thereby greatly improved the singing of the 
children.

We are eagerly looking forward to the coming of Miss Loleta Wood, 
who in taking charge o f these schools will, we are sure, find ample 
room for using her new ideas and infusing fresh life into the schools. 
May she be greatly blessed in her preparatory study and in all her 
plans for increasing their efficiency. (J.. L. Millard)

Ahmednagar—The Farrar Schools—The Saliwada Girls’ School 
has as usual done good work, and four of the girls of the highest class 
went over to the Girls’ Boarding School after the Government exami
nation.

The Maliwada School has steadily increased in attendance till we are 
forced to hunt for an additional room to accommodate the pupils. 
Two of the girls went into the Girls’ Boarding School this year.

The Zuna Bazaar School has seen many changes in the list of 
teachers, and it has been bad for the school. It began by letting the 
headmaster go to Poona for a year’s training in the Training School for 
men. It was very difficult to get a good man for a substitute. The 
first man left to go into the Theological Seminary, the second died of 
influenza, the third was an invalid and had to give it up. Other 
changes had to be made about the other teachers, so that this excellent 
school is even yet in a critical condition.
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A t the time of the celebration of the signing of the armistice, our 
landlord of the Zuna Bazaar School, Hoossanbhai Razabhai, gave 
to each o f the children in the three schools a baksheesh o f fruit. 
Mrs. Beyts very kindly distributed it for him. The next day, at the 
Municipal celebration, each child received a generous bag of sweets, 
and the Maliwada School girls and their families had a big dinner also 
from the Municipality. Since then all three schools have had a good 
attendance, ( i f .  E . Fairbank)

Sirur—The hard times have seriously handicapped the work of the 
village schools, as many families have left and the numbers have 
been reduced. But we hope that two or three more schools this year 
will be registered for Grants by Government. One new school and 
church was finished in one village this year. We hope that now the 
war is over we can add two more where they are badly needed this 
next year. We have Christians living in 24 villages but have workers 
in only 11. Our pastors are doing well in making a circuit o f the 
villages where their people live, and try to keep in touch with them 
and to keep them true to their new faith. But we need many 
more schools with the constant work of the teacher and his wife, 
not only in the day schools but with Sunday School and evening 
prayer and song services. We could well use a dozen new teachers in 
as many new villages where the people are most anxious to have us 
send them teachers. The problem of the villages in this District now 
is not to get a chance for a hearing, but it is to decide how to use the 
few men and small resources to the best advantage, and spread them 
over as far as possible without making the work too thin to be 
eftective. (A. A . McBride)

Girls’ Schools, W ai—These non-Christian schools appeal to me as 
the most attractive form of school work that we do. It is not easv. 
These dear little girls have many home duties to perform, baby-tending, 
cooking, etc., as well aa innumerable religious rites which may not 
be omitted, so that few are either prompt or regular in attendance. 
Almost every week or two there comes a Hindu festival for which the 
schools have to close. None o f the girls ever stay in school after they 
are eleven or twelve years old, as they then go to their husband's home. 
But when they do come they are a joy  and a delight, and they manage 
to learn quite a lot. The standard of work done under these difficult 
conditions is really surprising, and is a fine testimony to the patient, 
faithful work of Miss Gordon for many years. We all miss her and 
shall be glad when she returns from furlough.

This year there have been more interruptions than usual. The 
schools were closed five weeks because o f influenza, and several pf the 
girls died o f it. We are now at work again, however, making happy
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preparations for the Christmas-tide. The story of Christmas and its 
rich meaning find their way into many Hindu homes through these 
schools. <[Lillian Picken)

Wai Village Schools—The village schools were closed for two 
months by influenza which attacked teachers and pupils alike. A t 
the close o f the year all are in session again and doing as good work 
as circumstances will allow. In times when every child who can earn 
even a little, must help keep the wolf from the door, the attendance 
cannot be as full and regular as is needful for best work. An 
emergency fund is greatly needed—that promising pupils may be kept 
in school the year round. They would the sooner become fitted to 
support themselves, ( i f .  L. Sibley)

Sholapur City Schools—The numbers in the Girls1 Schools have 
kept up pretty well this year, though we have had the usual number 
of vicissitudes in the shape o f Hindu holidays and epidemics to close 
the school and interfere with their work. The work has been 
satisfactory to Government, evidently, as two of the schools received 
increased grants. One school has had a teacher who has so instilled 
interest into her pupils that she held the girls through the 4th 
standard and they even wanted to have the 5tli standard taught. We 
did not think it wise to go further in that school, and so some of those 
girls have enrolled in the Woronoco Girls’ School.

The Boys’ City Schools have had a good year also. It is nice to 
have these boys and girls share with us as they do, in special services 
such as Christmas and Easter. They sing Christian hymns and recite 
Bible verses with the others, and we know from the boys and girls of 
other years who are now the parents o f the present school children and 
who are friendly, that the work is worth while. The bible women 
who work among the homes o f these children find everywhere that 
they are welcomed and that the people listen gladly. Occasionally 
they find sad cases where the little girl is being consecrated to the 
god and his temple, but we are glad to report that such cases are rarer 
than formerly. Everywhere the Bible women hear the same tale— 
“  W e believe that you Christians have true religion, but we can’t come 
out because of our fear of what our people will do.” (K . V. Gates)

Bars! Day School—A happy and very welcome surprise came to 
us in the shape of an increased Government grant. To be quite 
frank, we fear that this increase was due to the delightful Mohamedan 
Inspector rather than to increased efficiency in the school, which 
had suffered very much during the absence of the headmaster in 
Mahableshwar for the Physical Training and Scoutmasters’ Classes. 
Disease and famine are playing havoc with the numbers, but several 
caste boys have joined the school, and that is a real gain,
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To celebrate the Armistice we had all the school children down to 
the Mission compound, where they had games and races and a big feed 
of poli (sweet wheat bread stuffed with brown sugar and eaten with 
a honey-like sauce.) The children brought their own plates—a weird 
collection of anything that would hold the precious poli. They seem- 
ingly had been warned by their parents to guard the plates well, for 
some of them refused to join in the fun but kept at a distance sitting 
ON their plates for safety! A  snake-charmer opportunely arrived 
with his bag of tricks, and he and the gramophone and the games and 
especially the poli made the armistice a very glorified thing to these 
children. (R . S. Rose)

V.—Industrial and Kindergarten Work.

Lace School and Sewing School—The last twelve months have 
been decidedly “ strenuous” in the Industrial Department of the 
Ahmednagar Girls’ School.

The head teacher in the lace school has been ill the whole year, 
the price of linen thread has gone up to twice what it was in 1913, 
and the finer thread cannot be obtained at all.

The sewing school has not been able to accomplish much, as the 
head teacher has been acting as matron of the A .V . dormitory, and has 
been helping in the lace school, besides attending to her regular work.

A t the time of the influenza epidemic there were two deaths among 
the girls— one from the lace school and one from the sewing school.

In spite of all these things, we have managed to get along somehow, 
and can report a more helpful spirit among the girls and a decent 
balance in the treasury. (E . H . Smith)

The Sir D. M. Petit School—-We have been very hard hit by the 
extremely high prices of raw material. The prices of the staple foods 
o f the people are four times what they were before the war, and our 
teachers have found it extremely difficult to live. Most o f  the boys 
who would naturally come to the school have had to go to work.

The fluctuation o f the market increased the expenses o f the school. 
(£?. H . Burr)

The American Deccan Institute—This institute has been able to 
maintain itself well because of large war orders, and it is also doing 
fine work in training the boys to become good mechanics. We have 
a fine man for the work, Mr. Evans, who is well qualified for the 
position he holds as Superintendent of the industrial work.

Mr. Evans has added a cam to the Churchill loom which enables 
us to weave many different kinds o f cloth. It has been decided to put 
a few looms on the market. (C. H . Burr)
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The Industrial School at Sirur—The record in the yearly exami
nation last March was the best o f any year for some time. We passed 
27 boys out of 27 sent up for examination, thus standing first o f all 
Industrial Schools in the Presidency in the percentage o f passed 
pupils. We received an extra grant this year to assist in the finances 
o f the school. (A . A. McBride)

The Josephine Kindergarten, Sholapur—The Kindergarten is 
having a very happy year under the enthusiastic leadership of Miss 
Seiler. The numbers have increased and the little ones have been 
more regular in their attendance.

The children have greatly enjoyed the songs which Miss Bissell has 
recently revised and translated. They love them because the 'words 
are simple and the spirit childlike.

A  great effort was made to pass a good government examination, and 
the result was worth the labour. The children did splendidly. The 
usual morning programme was carried out and all went well. The 
crowning feature was the dramatization of “  Jack and the Beanstalk” 
by the primary children. The Inspector was very much pleased and 
interested. (C7. A . Wells)

Vadala Kindergarten—To one who likes little children—and who 
does not ?—this is one of the most attractive features of the work here in 
the station. There is always “  something doing ” in the big airy room 
where the kindergarten is held. Children of all castes, from the 
highest to the lowest, play and sit and work together without a thought 
of caste, which later on is a most important factor in their lives. They 
come in all stages of dress and undress, mostly the latter. Often 
when each is supposed to take hold of the clothing o f the one in front 
as they march, several are hard put to it to find anything which can 
be grasped except a string round neck or waist. During the year our 
trained teacher has been married, and we have not been able to get 
another who has had full training ; but at present we have a woman 
who has had partial training in connection with her normal course, 
which is o f course a help. (i?. (7. Felt)



SPECIAL IN ST IT U T IO N S.
I.—Criminal Tribes Work.

fl PICTURE.—The Sahib is 011 his rounds in the Cri
minal Tribes’ Settlement. First comes an interview with 
a buxom young bride who refuses to go back to her 
husband because he is old and deaf. As an outlet to her 
feelings she yesterday gave her mother a sharp rap over 
the head with a stick. A  night!s reflections have by no 
means chastened her, and this morning she persists in her 
determination for matrimonial independence !

Next comes an old woman crawling 011 the ground. She 
clasps the Sahib’s boots, bows to the earth, beats her 
breast and wails out a request for new clothes. She 
hardly expects to get them, for she has a son earning a 
good wage and is comparatively well oft'; but she has a 
50-year-old habit of begging, so why let the Sahib pass 
without making a try for baksheesh ?

Here waits an interesting group. A  girl o f 18 is 
brought forward and accused o f refusing point blank to 
attend the weekly class for women. The obstreperous 
damsel wears a full pleated blue skirt and loo.se smock, and 
a flaming red and yellow head-kerchief; her jewellery 
consist of nose-ring, ear-rings, anklets, bangles and a neck
let of large silver ornaments that dangle down to her 
waist. What a picture she makes now as .she stands with 
mischievous eyes downcast and hands demurely clasped in 
front, awaiting the Sahib’s verdict !

He looks into the school rooms and gets a delighted 
salaam—especially from the youngsters who are at the early 
morning lesson of oiling and dressing their own or each 
other’s hair ; he visits the dispensary and enquires after 
some sick fo lk s; he rounds up a little truant and sends 
him oft' to sch ool; he listens to a poor woman who pros
trates herself at his feet and asks the release o f her gaol
bird husband ; he comforts a young mother whose baby 
has died ; he has a peep at his orphans—many of them 
the aftermath of the influenza epidemic—and notes with 
satisfaction that a little wisp o f a 3 year old is gaining 
strength ; he examines the work o f a group o f little 
masons who are learning to build a wall.

And so the round proceeds, punctuated continually with 
a kneeling or prostrate figure presenting a request, com
plaint or suggestion. The problems are infinite, but their 
variety and interest are equally so ; and these wild, 
undisciplined tribes who were a menace t< > their neighbours 
and a thorn in the flesh of Government, have come to 
recognise in their Sahib not only their master and their 
judge but their guide and their best friend.



SPECIAL INSTITUTIONS.

Criminal Tribes' Settlement, Sholapur—The growth of the 
Criminal Tribes’ Settlement might be judged not only from its census 
figures, which are nearly 1000 more than when it was taken over by 
the mission, but from its staff additions, which show an increase of 
about 40%  totalling now 82 at present. The School Staff, when the 
mission took the work over, numbered 7 teachers; 26 are now employed 
to look after the children, o f whom we have nearly 700 on the rolls.

There has not been a great deal of crime traceable to the Settlement 
during the year, notwithstanding the fact that a considerable number 
of new people has been introduced. In fact, the verdict of those best 
able to judge, and who have watched the Settlement for years, is that 
crime has decreased, There has also been far less drunkenness, and 
this is not alone traceable to famine conditions, with less money to 
spend, but is due largely to temperance pressure, issue of passes for 
drinking, punishment to those who drank without passes, and more 
teaching on the subject.

The influenza epidemic took off 70 o f our people, but this was 50% 
better than the average of deaths outside the settlement, for which we 
are very thankful.

Special attention has been given to evangelistic eftort, and from 
enquiries made on the part of some of the settlers, we have hopes that a 
number will soon seek to become Christians. Taking the whole work 
into consideration, there is much cause for hopefulness, and thankful
ness to God for blessing upon the work of the year. (-£T. H. Strutton 
and E. E. Strutton')

Rahuri—The newest work we have attempted this year has been 
among the Bhils. A  school with 36 children in daily attendance is 
well established. It has been visited by two Government Inspectors 
who seemed pleased with the progress made in learning to read and 
write. It was described as the only school of its kind in the Ahmed- 
nagar District. ( TF. 0. Ballantine)

Vadala—On account o f high prices and famine conditions the Mang 
Garudis have had to leave for work elsewhere and the whole scheme 
for the present is laid aside. (E. W. Felt)

Barsi—The little “  Criminals ” continue to attend our day school, 
accompanied from and to their homes by a policeman. Though ill-fed 
and ill-clad they are bright and happy, and in the weekly “  fun ” hour 
they chortle with glee and are by far the smartest in the games. 
(/?. S. Rost)

II*— Work for the BUnd,
Cane Workshop for the Blind, Bombay.—Our cane workshop 

for blind young men continues to be a blessing, giviiig them, as it
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does, an opportunity to care for themselves. Some of them supplement 
what they earn there with their knowledge of music, and are thus 
able to earn quite a respectable living. There is also a separate 
hostel for these young men, some of whom, in addition, pay their 
own rent.

Our bungalow, Abbott House, is called by them “ Abbott C lub” 
where they are at liberty to come after work hours to use the organ 
and play their drums and sing. Thus are they kept happy and occu
pied for a couple of hours each day, when otherwise they might be 
wandering about the streets. A t night they are required to report 
themselves at nine-thirty, thus insuring safety for them and a good 
night’s sleep.

Practically all o f them suffered from influenza and were cared for 
until we were quite overwhelmed and had to take them to hospital. 
One o f them never returned.

In the school itself we were also overwhelmed by the terrible 
epidemic, and every one was laid low, teachers, care takers, children, and 
all— of whom six died. The school was closed for over a month, and 
all were so weakened by this terrible disease that we sent the entire 
school and the convalescents as they came from hospital to an old 
bungalow outside the city, kindly lent to us for this purpose. It 
was indeed a God-send, and all were looking much better upon 
their return.

The new building, for which we have so long laboured, and which 
has met with so many hindrances, especially since the war began, is 
now really beginning to assume encouraging proportions, and the 
contractor promises it to us by the coming hot season. This is indeed 
reassuring, so we thank God and take courage. (A. L. Millard)

I I I ,— Work for Lepers,
The Leper Asylum.— It seems remarkable that the plague and 

influenza have taken a very small percent o f the lepers. Only ona 
year has the plague appeared in the asylum, and then it was owing to 
a sudden increase during a temporary absence of the Superintendent. 
Influenza took only one, and she was continually going out into the 
town. Those lepers who remain regularly in the asylum and observe 
regular habits enjoy fair health, and the disease does not show much 
increase from year to year. Some cannot overcome a roving habit, 
and after an absence of a few weeks are in a much worse condition 
than when they went away. Residence in the asylum is voluntary, 
but an effort is made to keep the atmosphere of the place as homelike 
as possible. There is work in the field for those who wish i t : games 
and songs help to pass the time. The disease does not tend to nervous 
quietness, and the monotony of the daily routine which cannot be



altogether avoided, tends to make the people irritable, and leads to petty 
quarrels. Leper asylums are not places where many persons are found 
who have ambitious plans, high ideals regarding social, industrial, 
eoouomio, political or religious improvements. They are in many 
senses “  without the camp.” Appeals to the religious side are generally 
sufficient for discipline, and troublesome cases are rare. One incident 
last year may be o f  interest:—

A  report came to the writer one morning that there was dissatisfac
tion at jthe asylum. In starting to go there, the writer was met near 
his gate by most o f the men o f the asylum, who had taken their boxes 
and bundles, and who were leaving the place. They were polite 
enough to call on the Superintendent before leaving and had tales of 
grievances to lay before him. An appeal was made to them to return to 
the asylum, where all these things would be talked overin the presence of 
the care-taker. But they were not in a mood to return. They wandered 
about town all day and finally turned up at the office o f the magistrate 
of the district. He sent a note saying that they were there and that 
it did not seem desirable to let them wander about. That was the 
place where the Superintendent wished, above all others, that they 
would go ! A  few friendly words to the tired and hungry company 
induced them to return to the asylum, where we all had a good talk 
and not a little jesting. Their grievances had shrunken in number 
to two :— (1) The wife o f the night guard had spoken to them in a 
disrespectful tone, and (2)  Partiality had been shown by reproving 
*ome and not others who had allowed their relatives, secretly, to come 
and sleep and cook in the leper h o u se s  ! Quiet now reigns, and two 
of the men have joined the Church.
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Blind Boy making a Chair.



WORK FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
Sunday Schools—In every station of the mission and in every 

village where a worker lives, Sunday schools are held regularly. The 
lines followed are either the new Graded Series or the Marathi leaflets 
compiled from the International Sunday School Lessons. The 
attendance is always good and, in the village Sunday schools especially, 
numbers of Hindu children and grown-ups too drop in and listen. 
Picture-cards, text-cards, picture postcards—anything in fact with 
some color on it—are all effectual aids to the attendance, for the 
children love anything in the shape of “  baksheesh.”

The Bible and Tract Society publishes Bible pictures with the story 
in Marathi printed on the back, and also pretty little cards with 
Marathi texts. To give these to the Sunday school children is a good 
way to spread gospel literature ; for though many of the children 
cannot read, they take their cards home and get some one to read for 
them.

Mrs. Lee writing of Satara says :— Mr. and Mrs. Hazen, enthusiastic 
in Sunday school work, carried on preparatory classes for the 
teachers in the graded lessons, and stimulated six Sunday schools 
in town and village. The offerings of the Sunday schools have 
gone to care for a sick child in our Wai hospital 21 miles away, 
and to help the Belgian babies across the sea. It makes one 
glad to see how readily the little children, often ragged and unkempt, 
have brought their cowry shells (smaller in value than the smallest 
coin) or their tiny handfuls of grain. They sing as they bring 
their grain and their money and learn to give as well as to 
receive One of our young women, a trained kindergartener, has 
conducted the Primary Department with marked success. All our 
preachers and teachers have gladly helped in the Sunday Schools. 
In one of the villages, the preachers say they have been welcomed by 
the Government School teacher, a Brahmin, who himself opened his 
school for them on Sundays, and showed himself not only an earnest 
enquirer, but a helpful friend in this form o f evangelistic work.

Mr. Hazen says of Bom bay:— Since our school children are in 
the Sunday school, we feel the work o f that institution to be vitally 
important, and are glad to share in it. Mrs. Hazen superintends 
the Junior Department, using graded lessons, and Mr. Hazen has a 
class for young men. The recent Christmas Sunday service prepared 
by teachers and pupils was a helpful demonstration of the usefulness 
and power of the Sunday School. The Bombay Christian Endeavour 
Society has taken a new lease o f life, and is trying to take a rigorous 
share in the work o f the Church.
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Christian Endeavor—We always expect to get up steam and 
enthusiasm for our C.E. by having a good rousing Convention once a 
year. This year, on account of high prices of grain, it was decided not 
to hold a general convention but to have each sectional unit have 
its own Convention. The annual Convention is a time of getting 
together and planning for new endeavor, and it was unfortunate that 
we could not have it this year.

A fine convention was held on September 17th at Sholapur for all 
who could come. The chief thought was “ The Holy Spirit,” and the 
closing service was a Consecration one.

There are two occasions during the year, when our Christian 
Endeavors have their special seasons of rejoicing. C.E. Week, coming 
the first week in February, is planned for by special programmes, and 
so far as possible the whole week is arranged so that every day there 
may be some service. The second observance which C.E. tries to 
bring to the fore, is that of Mother’s Day. This is held the second 
Sabbath of May, in conjunction with the other parts of the world 
where the day is kept. The Indians are adopting it heartily, and 
make it a time of joy  and service. (F. H. Gates)

In the evangelistic campaign in Satara the boys of the Junior Christian 
Endeavour had a very real part. It was their willing hands that carried 
the stereoptican, curtain, stands and organ to hamlet and to town. It 
was the more creditable to our Christian boys that they did this, 
because in India such service is considered menial and undignified, 
especially for those who have book knowledge and can wield a pen. 
A part of the year these juniors have had for their big brother Mr. 
D. S. Modak, a fine Christian man in the Civil Service. Mrs. Modak 
took an interest in the girls’ C.E. Society and helped them with their 
meetings. The girls with the help of their efficient matron have been 
successful in securing money by the poultry business. The neighbours 
have been the gainers when it came to fresh eggs. (H . H. Lee)

The teachers and girls of The Sunbeam C. E. Society, Sholapur, 
have been 5 or 6 times to the Hindu women’s homes to tell the 
Gospel story. They listened quietly, and asked us to come again. 
During the long vacation the girls worked as usual to earn the money 
for their C.E. Society, which money is for the support of an orphan 
child in our school. [M. B. Harding)

The C.E. Society has been resuscitated in Barsi and combined with 
the weekly prayer-meeting into a “  C.E. Prayer-meeting.” Children 
and grown-ups alike take part, and one of the most interested and 
faithful members (associate) is a Hindu. (II. S. Bose)

Physical Training and Scouting—A Physical Training Class for 
masters has been given at our Hill Station by the Y.M .C.A. for the 
last two hot seasons. The masters whom we have sent have been



most enthusiastic and have been very willing to pass on the good 
things that they have learned. While the Y.M.C.A. was teaching 
them about their bodies, they received a good course in First Aid from 
the drill-master, Dr. Gray, which supplemented a stiff course in Scout
ing, given by Rev. L. H. Gates. This, too, has been very valuable in 
the work among the boys, who also are learning to be good Scouts. 
We have already had enough experience with “  Scouts ” here to be sure 
that the ideas of loyalty, honesty, helpfulness and trustworthiness 
appeal as strongly to the boys o f this land as o f any other. Through 
learning to be Scouts, the Hindu boys very quickly learn to be Christian 
also. Several of them are in the pastor’s training class for church 
membership, and we are praying expectantly that the end o f the year 
will see them earnestly giving themselves to the Master. (L . E . Gates)

I am very grateful for the good Boy Scout Camp July 19, 20 and 
2lst. The increasing interest in the Scout Organisation is wonderful. 
“  I want to become a scout,” seems to be on the lips o f most o f the 
high school boys. I  have 24 scouts in the school at the present time, 
and one of the finest things is to see the Brahmin and Maratha 
members of the organisation living up to the fourth law, “  A  scout is 
a friend to all, a brother to every other scout, no matter to what social 
class the other belongs.” (E . Lindstrom)

The very important phase of the work such as Boy-Scouts, sports, 
drill, etc., which Mr. Lindstrom had in the Boys’ High School, Ahmed- 
nagar, is suffering for lack of proper supervision. A  school as large as 
ours should never be without a man for this part of the work. 
{C. 3 .  Burr)

Girls’ Clubs in the Ahmednagar High School—So far, most of 
our special personal efforts have o f necessity been confined to the girls 
in the dormitory, although gradually we hope to get into closer 
personal touch with the day pupils also. The Messenger Club which 
was organized among the boarders last year proved very successful, so 
we now have two groups o f Messengers instead o f only one. By next 
year we hope to get three groups organized. The ideals towards which 
we are striving in our personal work with the girls are suggested by 
the five kinds o f development typified by the five-pointed star which 
is the symbol of the Messenger organization. These are : (1) efficiency 
in domestic work ; ( 2)  physical development ; (3) mental development ; 
(4) social development ; and (5) spiritual development. We are 
doing what we can along these lines for all the girls, although special 
attention is given to the Messengers. Emphasis is being put on plain 
sewing and cutting, and some of the girls are being given the opportunity 
to take special cooking lessons. The play hour has been organized by 
Miss Smiley so that it is much more interesting than formerly. Indoor 
baseball seems to be the most popular game at present. The athletic
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meet held last March aroused a good deal of enthusiasm. The girls 
were especially pleased because Mrs. Beyts, the Collector’s wife, 
consented to be present and to give out the prizes. We are trying to 
give the girls more opportunities for getting general information and 
for “ making u p ” mentally. Lectures and the library are helping 
along these lines. Socials for small groups of girls are held occasion
ally. The teachers who live in the dormitory as well as the matrons 
are helping in giving the girls training in manners. The regular 
school Bible classes are, we believe, doing a good deal for the spiritual 
development o f the girls. Since June Mrs. Smith has had charge of 
the “ Tusitala” Club,—including all the boarders in the Anglo- 
Vernacular Department,—which meets Sunday noon. “ Tusitala,” by 
the way, is a Samoan worcl meaning “  loving heart.” We are glad to 
find that more and more of the girls are beginning to observe the 
Morning Watch. ((7. H . Bruce)

Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A.—Thesetwo organisations are doing splendid 
work in our part of India, and the mission is always glad to co-operate 
with them. The Physical Training Class held under the auspices of 
the Y.M .C.A. is referred to above.

A  camp for English speaking members of the Y.W .C.A. was planned 
for Sholapur and one for Marathi speaking members for Lonavla, but 
both of these had to be cancelled on account of the influenza epidemic. 
We are glad to be able to show a picture of the Marathi Camp held 
last year, when over seventy young teachers and school girls from 
various missions met for a week for bible-study, lectures, devotional 
services and good fellowship.

The Pocket Testament League—This league which has been 
well known in England and in America for many years and which has 
come into special prominence on account of its fine work in the army 
and navy, is being taken up in Western India. It is very desirable to 
have a Marathi Branch, but that is impossible until a small pocket 
edition o f the Marathi testament is issued. Meanwhile its member
ship is limited to those Indians who know English well. Mr. Lind- 
strom joined the league himself and induced 23 boys and masters 
o f the High School to do so. He speaks of the fine influence on them, 
both in their private devotions and in their Bible class work, of the 
keeping of the two-fold pledge— always to carry a testament about 
with one, and to read at least one chapter daily. It is stimulating 
to members to feel that all over the world there are thousands of 
people carrying in their pockets a similar testament and praying for 
each other.

A  Brahmin lawyer of high standing in his profession has accepted 
one of these little testaments and has promised to study it.



MEDICAL WORK.
Ahmednagar Hospital— The personnel o f the Staff has been 

changed by the going to America of Dr. Proctor and the return to 
Ahmednagar o f Dr. Eleanor Stephenson Picken, who for three years 
has been in Bombay.

The Nurses’ Training Class has continued as usual, but no new 
nurses have entered. Ten nurses took their examination as given by 
the inter-Mission Hospital Examination Board. All passed, some 
with honors.

W e have been pleased to find that an increasing number of patients 
from the upper and well-to-do classes,—people who do not usually care 
to go to a hospital,— are taking advantage o f private rooms. Among 
these have been a number of Marwadi patients, interesting both from 
a medical and a human stand-point. In one case we had to accommo
date ourselves to the auspicious hours as decided by the astrologer. 
The patient entered the hospital at 4-30 a.m., the operation was begun 
at exactly 8-45 a.m., and she left on a Wednesday, when she could just 
as well have gone on the previous Monday. After a most successful 
operation we hear that she has been in excellent health ever since.

Another Marwadi woman needed an immediate operation to save 
the life of her unborn child. But the ghost of her husband’s first wife 
had carried off a sister-in-law ; and this patient had seen both the 
ghosts outside the house, saying that although they had not the right 
to enter, they would take her too as soon as she went outside. The 
family had taken every precaution to protect the house. For example, 
nails over which a wise man in Marwar had spoken mantras (charms) 
had been driven into the door sills, etc. We could not insist on her 
leaving home, when she and the entire family were in dire terror. 
So we stayed, ready to give any assistance possible at home. But 
after a while they decided to brave the ghosts and asked to go to the 
hospital. We worked over her, but the baby had died and the mother 
gave us some anxious hours. However, she saw no more ghosts in our 
Christian hospital, and went home in good shape. Some day, Christian
ity and science together will rid the Jains and those of other religions 
o f their terrors.

For a year and a half one o f the Jain priestesses, called Jatis, has 
been requesting an operation at home. But conditions in practically 
every Indian house are absolutely against aseptic surgery and proper 
after care. Finally she and her friends decided to stand the incon
venience o f leaving home, and she was brought to the Ahmednagar 
Hospital. Most of the priestesses are devout and spiritually-minded, 
and they suffer much for their religion. They continually wear a
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mouth piece to prevent swallowing any insects ; they must eat what
ever is given them, though they are held in reverence and are well 
cared for ; no food or water, not even sterile water for dressings, can 
be prepared especially for them, but they must take from what is 
prepared for others ; they cannot ride in any vehicle drawn by animals, 
etc. Fortunately this Jati is slowly, but decidedly improving, and 
they are all appreciative and grateful. (B . P . Hume and E . Johnson)

The Influenza epidemic, Ahmednagar—When the Hospital staff 
of nurses all came down with the disease, and dispensary work in the 
institution was much interrupted, Mrs. Picken opened up a dispensary 
in her home, Haig Bungalow. Work was carried on there until the 
epidemic was checked. In about five weeks more than 4000 cases 
were treated by Mrs. Picken,— upon a single day 276 prescriptions 
were filled as well as made by her ; this day marked the high water 
mark in her ministrations.

During all this time Mrs. Picken made numerous visits to the sick 
and dying in their homes, the cases personally visited mounting into 
the hundreds,— many visits being made at all hours of the night. The 
young men of the Divinity College were of great assistance in distri
buting medicines to many families, no members o f which were well 
enough to reach the branch dispensary or bring word as to the 
condition of their sick.

In the height o f the scourge people lined up in the Bungalow 
compound at all hours of the day, many getting in line early in the 
morning and their places being filled with others, so that the stream 
seemed almost continuous until long after the darkness of night had 
settled. While Mrs. Picken was absent in the homes of the desperately 
sick, the crowd patiently waited her return, always grateful for every 
help she was able to render. (  W. S. Picken)

[Mr. Picken has omitted to mention his own assistance in preparing 
quinine capsules, dispensing drugs and keeping records of attendance.]

Rahuri.

New patients. Total
patients. Fees received.

f  2654 males Rs. 100 Local Board.
4572 { 8144

1918 females Rs. 132 Medical Fees.

Rahuri—The Dispensary has done invaluable work in keeping 
medicine on hand with which to combat the epidemic. The place has



46 THE AM ERICAN M ARATHI MISSION, 1918.

been crowded with patients or their friends, and medicine has also been 
sent all over the District. Hundreds o f people can testify to being 
helped through this distressing time by this means. ( W. 0 . Ballantine)

Vadala—We greatly regret to announce the death, through influenza, 
of Mr. Umrao Hi wale, for many years dispenser at Vadala. Much 
valuable work was done throughout the year, but it has not been 
possible to obtain statistics.
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W ai—With our loved doctors on furlough for about nine months of 
the year, it is not surprising that the number of patients in Hospital 
and Dispensary has been smaller than usual. At no time however 
has the hospital been without patients, and every day has brought 
some to the Dispensary. The Hospital Staff has been faithful and 
efficient. When doctor and nurses were all ill at one time, many 
realized the great place they fill. A ll worked very hard, caring most 
kindly and efficiently for the Influenza patients. They were very tired 
when they themselves were attacked. The Hospital Assistant was 
the first to recover. One much loved nurse died, and the other has only 
now recuperated sufficiently to resume moderate work. Sadly as we 
miss the noble and efficient woman taken from the Staff and Christian 
community, we have much for which to praise and be thankful. 
Many in town and District eagerly await the return of Dr. and Mrs. 
Beals, (if . L. Sibley)



LITERARY WORK.
The Dnyanodaya—For seventy-seven years this Mission alone 

carried on the Anglo-Marathi weekly newspaper called the Dnyanodaya. 
For some time my father, for a while my brother, for a few years my 
eldest son was its editor, and at three different periods I have been the 
editor of this paper. Though, like most Indian papers, its circulation 
has not been very large, yet it is read all over India by Christians and 
non-Christians, and it is frequently quoted from. But in line with the 
growing tendency for more co-operation among Missions, from January 
1919 this newspaper is to be conducted as an inter-Mission organ by 
five Missions in the Marathi language area. These Missions represent 
three nationalities, viz., America, Scotland and England, and four 
denominations, viz., Congregational, Presbyterian, Methodist and Wes
leyan. (R . A . Hume)

Books for Women and Children—Another year past, and the 
third o f my little books is in the market, “  Story-tell-Sib,” and other 
stories, of interest especially to girls and women. The manuscript of 
a fourth book is presently to be handed to the Tract and Book Society 
for publication, consisting of popular talks on the more prominent 
constellations and stars, and on the planets.

The manuscript of the tune book (to accompany our Marathi hymn 
book) is completed, and the Tract and Book Society has undertaken to 
publish this book also.

Seventy Kindergarten Songs have been translated into Marathi, and 
the evident enjoyment o f the. little folks in singing them is ample 
reward for the time and effort spent in this line of work. The effort is 
to be continued next year, and it is hoped a book of Kindergarten 
Songs will soon be out. ([E. R. Bissell)

A New English Book—I am happy to report the publication of 
my English book by the Christian Literature Society, entitled “  The 
Holy Spirit the Christian Dynamic,” which is also now being translated 
into various vernaculars. (J. F. Edwards)

[We are happy to say that Mr. Edwards’ Marathi book, “  The Holy 
Spirit ” published 2 years ago has proved most successful. It is in daily 
sections to cover a period of three months, and was prescribed for the 
Women’s Examination this year. In Barsi we read the book at our daily 
prayers with our Christians and had a weekly study class to discuss 
it, and I should like to testify to its great helpfulness. (I. B. Rose)] 

The Premadarshaka—This quarterly magazine for women, pub
lished by the Y .W .C.A. and edited jointly by the Vernacular Secretary 
and myself, has had a very encouraging year. The list of subscribers 
is growing and now includes several Hindu teachers who had been 
attracted by the educational articles which are one of its regular 
features. A  quarterly competition conducted by “ Aunt Manorambai” 
draws replies from teachers, bible women and school girls. ( / .  £ . Rote)



INTERESTING INCIDENTS.
Jain friends.—Unusual opportunities have been given during the 

last months in meeting and talking with the Zatis of the Marwadi 
community. The Zatis are women gilr&s who have renounced the 
world ; they are the religious leaders and teachers of the Jains. The 
leading Zati is called the Maharaj. She conducts their religious 
meetings at which both men and women are present. The Maharaj 
and many of the Zatis are capable and educated in their sacred books 
which they constantly study. Several times we have accepted in
vitations to meet the Maharaj in order to have religious conversations 
with her. She particularly desired to know what we teach. She 
listened quietly and thoughtfully to what we said of God the Father 
and Jesus Christ. She asked questions. She followed us in our 
hymns which we sang, for she can read and speak Marathi as well as 
the Marwadi. She responded to the spiritual thoughts in them. We 
have met, talked, sung and prayed with the Maharaj and the 40 odd 
Zatis who live together in their house which also serves as their 
Meeting house. We are friends. Let us hope that some seed has been 
sown. (Katie F. Hume')

A little Patient.—One of the little Marwadi girls was ill for many 
months this year, and her people sought many doctors for her. She 
spent some time in our hospital, but for the most part was at home 
receiving treatment. She was such a dear lovable little thing that it 
was hard to see her waste away. She dearly loved Miss Bissell’s book, 
“  Bani and Mani,” and kept it under her pillow to read it as she had 
strength. But her daily request was for pictures ; especially she loved 
those of Christ and of New Testament stories. After her death, instead 
o f spending a large sum on sweets alone, in her memory, her uncle 
(adopted father) gave new books for the use o f all the girls in the 
standards in the Gurra Bazaar School. We shall not soon forget little 
Harku. (M. E- Fairbank)

A Request—“ Sir, who girl came for support by to you I very 
desire you protect this Girl. She is very small and she has no mother, 
shes father is ill; who bring this girl to you he shes grandfather. 
Yours sincerely, D. Patil. ( R. P . Hume)

Efforts for the Blind.—During the past year Miss Millard was 
asked by Government to sit as a member of the commission appointed 
to iovesitigate the needs o f the deaf, dumb and blind, and to suggest 
increased facilities for their care and training.

It is hoped that new institutions will eventually be opened in 
strategic centres, and that much more attention will be given to the 
needs of such poor children.
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One great difficulty is to overcome prejudices of the people of India 
and to help them to see the advantages of such training. A t present 
too many blind children are cruelly exploited by those who only have 
a mercenary interest in them. As for the prevention of blindness, it 
can hardly be attained until the masses of the people are both 
educated and come to realize how much is really in their own hands. 
(A . L. Millard)

Spread of Literature—Twelve years ago a bright, beautiful girl 
was married from the Girls’ School in Ahmednagar to a young man 
just through his studies in the Union Training School. This young 
man was sent out with his fair bride to a town sixteen miles west of 
Ahmednagar to conduct the mission school there. Several years later, 
on my way to a city far beyond, I spent a few hours in this town to rest 
the horses. During the interval, this young woman came and begged 
me to visit their school, and guided me through the queer crooked 
alleys o f the town to the neat school building, in one end of which 
they lived. The children—the boys in short shirts and bare legs, the 
girls each in a morsel of a garment, one end around her hips and the 
other drawn over shoulders and head—sang for me and recited 
passages o f Scripture. When I asked if they were taught to pray, 
“  Yes, indeed,” the answer came, “  two or three lead in prayer every 
morning at the opening devotional service.” And straightway several 
were called on by name to lead in prayer; and they did so without 
demur or hesitation, closing their eyes meanwhile.

I wanted to embrace the eager, enthusiastic girl right there; but 
instead began soon to send her papers, books and magazines to read, 
and found her glad to have them. I found, also, that she and her 
husband shared their good reading with the school children and their 
village neighbours, so that the little home became the center for the 
distribution of Christian literature in that town.

Several times this young man has written me most gratefully, telling 
how much they enjoyed the books and papers, and how he used them 
in his work. “  In this w ay,'' he wrote, “  you have acquainted us with 
many great and good men and women, and we learn what they are 
doing for the betterment of their people, and this makes us wish to do 
well our share in the great business of redeeming our part of the 
world.”

Work like this is very much worth while. (E . R- Bissell)

New O pportunities. —As in the days when the visible presence of 
Christ walked the shores of Galilee, so yet in Satara the common 
people hear gladly His message. And even among the higher classes 
and men of education, there is greater readiness than before to hear of 
Him. Mr. Tilak, who by birth, training, and personality is eminently
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fitted to be a witness bearer among these men, has had some rare 
experiences among them this year. In conservatively orthodox 
Hindu homes, he has been invited to speak to University graduates 
and trained lawyers, to men in Government positions and leaders 
among their own people. They have asked him to expound to them 
their own religious books. Treating him with the same honor they 
accord their own religious teachers, they have given him the opportu
nity o f testifying to the saving power of Christ. (¿7. H . Lee)

Problems—The Christian doctrine is, Seek ye first the Kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and temporal wants will be fulfilled, but 
when this doctrine comes down to concrete cases during the present 
distress people as a rule are slow to “  catch on.” It requires a wise 
head to know how to help and not to spoil the poor. What shall we 
do when a father spends more than a year’s income on a wedding, and 
then says he cannot pay a rupee a month for a child in the boarding 
school ? Or take this case :—A  pastor saves up money, lends it to village 
people to the extent of several hundred rupees without security, and 
then dies at a very inconvenient time for his family. Or this:— 
Men go to the war, get six times as much per month as they could get 
at home and send it to their friends, who give up such trifling things as 
honest labour at fair wages, and settle down to drinking up the money 
that comes from over the seas ! Or another:—A man of great 
experience and in an important position of trust draws out money that 
was in the Savings Bank for fear that the Government will go down !

Some Mission workers have said that they feared to ask the advice 
of missionaries about the investment of funds because if it were known 
that they had money their salaries would be reduced ! There is great 
need of a school for teaching common sense and ability to discern 
one’s best friends. (X. S. Gates)

Innocence—A  missionary friend who came on a visit to Sholapur 
lost her umbrella at the station. On being shown over the Criminal 
Tribes’ Settlement she discovered her umbrella in one of the huts !

The culprits were brought before the manager, who rated them not 
only for the crime of stealing, but for bringing shame upon him by 
by having his friends treated in this way. “ But, sahib,” they 
answered, “  how could we know she was your friend ? ”



STATIONS, MISSIONARIES 
AND WORK OF THE MISSION.

Bombay.

Miss A . L. Millard Blind Schools, Day Schools.
Miss E. R. Bissell Literary work, Visiting among Christian

Women.
Rev. W. Hazen Byculla High School.
Mrs. Hazen Byculla High School.
Rev. J. F. Edwards Evangelistic, Church and Literary Work.
Mrs. Edwards Bible Women’s Work.
Dr. Gurubai Karmarkar is in charge o f the Goodwill Dispensary.

Ahmednagar.

Rev. R. A. Hume, D.D. Divinity College, Parner District, Literary
Work.

Mrs. Hume Women’s Work.
Rev. H. Fairbank Union Training School, Teaching in the

Divinity College, Kolgaon District Work.
Mrs. H. Fairbank Farrar Schools.
Mr. C. H. Burr Principal, Boys’ High School and Dormitory.
Mrs. Burr Associate in Harris Hall.
Dr. R . P. Hume Women’s Hospital.
Miss E. Johnson Nurses’ Training School.
Miss C. H. Bruce Principal, Girls’ High School.
Miss C. D. Smiley Associate Principal: Vernacular Depart

ment and Domestic Science.
Mrs. E. H. Smith Superintendence of Industrial Work, G.H.S.
Mr. W. S. Picken English Teaching in Boys’ High School.
Mrd. Picken, M.D. Medical Work.
The Parner District is in charge of Mr. R. S. Modak. The Kolgaon

and the Jeur Districts are each in charge of a Committee.

Vadala.

Rev. E. W . Felt Educational and District Work.
Mrs. Felt Educational and Women's Work.
Rev. S. F. Gaikwad, pastor of the church, has had supervision of the

district.
Rahuri.

Rev. W . 0. Ballantine, School, Church, Evangelistic and Medical
M.D. Work.

Mrs. Ballantine Associate in above, Women’s work.
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Sirur.
Rev. A . A . McBride ... District and Industrial Work.
Mrs. McBride ... Educational and Women’s Work.
Rev. A . S. Hi wale is an Indian Evangelist.

Satara.
Mrs. T. S. Lee ... Evangelistic, School and Women’s Work.
Miss Nugent ... Boys’ and Girls’ Schools, Church Work.
Rev. N. V. Tilak is Marathi Editor of the Dnyanodaya and Mr. 

N. Dhalwani is an Indian Evangelist.

Wai.
Mrs. M. L. Sibley ... In charge of Widows’ Home and Orphanage

and General Evangelistic work, and (since 
April) o f Medical Work and Village 
Schools.

Miss L. L. Picken ... Station Schools.

5holapur.
Rev. L. S. Gates ... District Work, Leper Asylum.
Mrs. L. S. Gates ... Work among Women and Children, Secretary

of Provincial G .E . Union.
Miss M. B. Harding ... Principal, Josephine Kindergarten School

and Training School.
Miss C. A . Welles ... Associate in above.
Rev. L. H. Gates ... Educational Work for Boys.
Mrs. L. H . Gates ... Girls’ Schools, Work among Women.
Miss Fulcher, assisted by Miss Morgan and Miss Radcliff, is in charge 

of the Zenana, Bible and Medical Mission Work ; Rev. H. II. and 
Mrs. Strutton are in charge of the Criminal Tribes’ Settlement 
Work ; and Miss Seiler of the American Presbyterian Mission 
has been associated with Miss Harding in the Kindergarten 
School since June.

Barsi.
Rev. R. S. Rose ... Educational, Church and Evangelistic Work.
Mrs. Rose ... Associate in above, Literary Work.

Panchgani.
Mrs. H. P. "Bruce (retired) Evangelistic Work.

Missionaries on furlough at the end of 1918.
Rev. and Mrs. E. Fairbank, Mr. and Mrs. D. C. Churchill, Miss 

M. L. Wheeler, Miss E. C. Hoxie, Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Clark, Dr. 
and Mrs. Beals, Miss Fowler, Miss Gordon, Miss Harris, Dr. 
Procter,



DONATIONS RECEIVED IN 1918.

100 0 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
50 0 0 
Î5 0 0 
20 0 0 
10 0 0 
71 12 0 
5 0 0 
5 0 0 

45 0 0 
20 0 0

Received fo r  Bycv.Ua School. 
Willoughby Cong. Church 
Center Ch.S.S. New 

Haven
S35 ...

Through Mrs. Picken $ 5 
Caroline Denison 
Miss Ropes 
Mrs. Trochick 
B. N. Athavale 
H. J. Strickler 
Prof. Tracy E. Hazen 
Miss Emily C. Wheeler ...
Mrs. J. Davis

AHM BDNAGAR :—
Received by Dr. R. A . Hume.

BO M B A Y :—
Received fo r  B lind School.

B s .  A. P.
Messrs. Ralli Bros.
Lonavla Y.M.C.A.
Mr. Chotia 
Sir Henry Proctor 
AZoroastrian School Master 
Mr. Fritchley 
Jhansi Y.W.C A. " ,
Miss Carruthers *"
Mr. Shinde ...
Donation from France 
Missionary Settlement ...
A  Soldier
Ardesir Hormusjee 

Wadia Fund 
Mr. Maynard 
Fourth Presidency 

Magistrate 
Velchand Banker 
Mr. Chotia and friends ...
Rehalseh Fund 
Sir H. Proctor 
H. P. Gibbs, Esqr.
Miss Wheeler for Jan. 1918 

to Dec. 1918 
Miss Wheeler special 
S. V. Capron Bible Class 

etc., by Miss. S. Pen- 
field

S. V. Mrs. J. S, Roberts 
and Sister, X. York 

Govt. Grant-in-aid ... 3

100 0 
10 0

50 0 0 
50 0 0 

100 0 0 
50 0 0 
50 0 0 
25 0 0

1,719 11 0 
1 7 0

81 0 0

81 14 0 
071 0 0

Received by Miss. Bissel,
From Miss Maartyn of St.

Louis, Mo., through 
Miss. Ella C. Hoxie,

$ 75=215 10 0

11 0 0

117 0 0
96 0 0
15 0 0

100 0 0
15 0 0
6 0 0

35 0 0
110 0 0
100 0 0

5,122 0 0
IS 0 0

Mr. A. N. Lewis ... 272 15 0
„  L. W. Felter 220 2 6

Lord Chelmsford 50 0 0
J. P. Orr, Esq.
The Hon’ble Sir Claude

50 0 0

Hill 150 0 0
Sir Jamea Du Boulay 50 0 0

The Hon’ble Lallubhai 
Sanaldas 

Sir H. A. Wadia " j
C. V. Vernon, Esq.
L. V. M. Robertson. Esq. 
A high official 
P. E. Percival, Esq. " j
A. M. Macmillan, Esq.
W. T. W. Baker, Esq/
Dr. E. F. Patton 
S. Modak, Esq.
D. S. Modak, Esq.
A Friend ”
C. V. Mehta, Esq.
Mrs. H. J. Bruce 
Dr. R. P. H.
Miss. Picken
The Misses K & J.Williams 
Miss Caro Douglas ...
Mr. Edw. Howe ...
,, H. L. Gray ...
,, & Mrs. Gilbert Finlay

Rs. A. P.

50 0 
100 0 
50 0 
50 0 

100 0 
30 0 
30 0 
20 0 
30 0 
25 0 
20 0 0 
30 0 0 
10 0 0 
60 0 0 
20 0 0 
10 0 0 

819 0 0 
67 13 0 

114 15 0 
114 15 0 
61 6 0

Received by Rev. H. Fairbanh.
Mrs. Paul King 
C. S. S. Elmwood Conn, ... 
Plymouth Church 
1st Cong. Church, Fall 

River Mass.
Church of Christ, Amherst 

Mass 
Henry P. Kendall 
Rev. H. M. Lawson 
Grace Cong. S. S.
Chas. G. Dawes 
Mrs E. G. Buffington 
Rev. A. H. Clark ...
Harry Sliaefer 
Bates Fund

43 13 
43 13 

1,335 6

306 3 
68 4 
16 5 

157 11 
40 15 

117 7 
4 0 

414 15 
557 5

Received by Mrs. Fairbanh. 
F o r  t h e  F a r r a r  S c h o o l s .  

Mrs. C. T. Childs ... 13

Received Mr. C. II. Burr. 
Greenwood ... 82
Wheeler Money ... 752

Received by Mrs. R. A . Hume. 
Mrs. W. H. Haile ... 806 15
Mr. L. W. Fclter ... 109 8
Miss Corrie King   68 3
Christian Herald ... 39 7
Bradford Academy ... 68 0
Miss Wheeler ... 287 15

29 3 0

8 0

Received for  Girls' School, Ahmednagar. 
Miss H, L. Brunquist ... 14 4 0
Dr. and Mrs. Abbott ... 29 9 0
Mrs. Mull ... 112 0 0
Mr. Gaikwad, Mhow ... 10 0 0
Mrs. W. Hale 67 8 0
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DON ATION S—continned.
A IIMEDNA 6  A R—contd.

Hiss Elizabath Fulton 
Mrs. Savah C. Whittemore.. 
W. Bud Church, Bridge

port, Conn.
Women’s Mis. Soc., Am.

Presb. Church, Canada.. 
Miss Wheeler (for orphans 

and sale of lace ... :
Mr. B. Hiwale, U.S.A. ... 
A  friend

Rs. a . p. 
33 11 0

108 IS 0

6S 0 0

550 0 (I

,995 4 0 
10 0 0 
10 0 0 
30 0 0
15
50
10

150

Received fo r  Ahmednagar Hospital. 
Miss M. M. Underhill ...
Miss C. L. King, Spring

field, Mass. 8 12
V. W. C. A. Wellesley 

College $ 50
Wood Memorial Fund,

N. Y. State Branch
* 12.50

Woman’s Guild, 1st church,
Buffalo, N.Y. § 40

5 0 0 

32 4 6

146 0 0

34 0 0 

109 3 o

VADALA :—
Received by E. W. Felt fo r  Rev. E. Fair- 

bank and Vadala District Work.
A friend ... 75 0 0
Government Grants for vil

lage Schools and Vadala 
Kindergarten and Girls’
School ... 2,351 0 0

Mr. Bradley and Lincoln 
Mass Christian Endea
vour Soc, ... 198 12 0

Mr. Starts for work among
the Mang Garndis ... 200 0 0

A. C. James ... 5,610 5 1
Nathoji Waghmare ... 100 0 0
Bates Fund ... 846 1 0
Evangelistic Fund ... SO 0 0
Miss Georgia Fairbank ... 113 8 0
Park Congregational 

Church Springfield 
Mass. ... 146 0 0

The National Bible Society
of Scotland ... 87 1 0

Mr. L. W. Keister ... 135 0 0
Women's Aid Society 1st.

Cong’l Church Newton 
Centre ... 67 8 0

Mies Wheeler and Orphans
Association ... 301 9 0

Mrs. C. A. Lynde ... 137 8 0
C. B. Stowell ... 687 8 0
Pilgrim Church, Santee,

Nebraska ... 30 11 0

Recetived by Rev. E. W. Felt,
Fob Vadala Educational Account. 
The Rho Kappa Society of 

the Old South Church 
Worcester, Maas. ... 145 8 0

Mrs. Alfred Morrill ... 21 18 0

The Bloomington Cal. 
Christian Endeavour 
Society 

M. Howe
The Ladies Missionary 

Society Cong’l Church 
Pecatonica 111.

Prof. Thompson
Rev. Bevans and Messrs.

Crane and Smith 
Mrs. Harrington and family 
Mrs. H. Howard 
Mr. E. F. Hunter 
The Galva 111. Primary 

Sunday School 
Miss Agnes Wood 
Messrs. Ford, Houghton, 

Peck, McClintock and 
Mrs, Beals 

Mr. R. Hunter 
Mr. F. Dewey 
Mrs. J. Clearwater 
Miss Carter
The Canton, 111. Cong’l 

Church Sunday School... 
The Armour South Dako

ta Oong’l Church Sun
day School Class 

Mrs. Waterson and Sun
day School Class Galva 
111.

Mr. E. A. Heald 
A Friend 

Mrs. Frank Morrill and 
friends ol Old South 
Churcli, Worcester 
Mass

The Park Ridge Comuni- 
ty Church, Park Ridge
ÏU.

Government grant Boys' 
Primary School 

Government grant Boys’ 
Anglo—Vernacular 
School

Miss Wheeler and the 
Orphan Association ...

Rs. a.. P.

41 6 0 
28 11 0

54 14 
13 7

124 4
57 • 
84 II 

202 7

28 11 
42 3

Miss Hutchins 
Austin Cong. Church 
Miss Page 
Mr. Waldo 
Miss VanValkenburg 
5th Ave Men’s Class 
Mr. Hunter 
Mrs. Miller

14 10 
146 0 
13 14 
43 12 
43 12 

211 10 
270 0
m  6

351 0 0 
27 0 0 
13 8 0 
54 0 0 
21 8 0

13 8 0

27 0 0

13 8 
68 12 
12 5

149 5 0

137 8 0

525 0 0

1,050 0 0

1,668 1 0

RAHURI:—
Received fo r  Rahuri,

Charles F. Chase Esq. $ 20 
Dr. Davison
Mr. Yoder, Oregon $ 10 
Miss Millard
Charles F. Chase, Esq. $ 20 
Drawing Grant-in-aid 
Station Schools Grants-in-

aid (Primary) .. 1,061 0 0
Lakh School .. 74 0 0
Vambori School .. 78 0 0
Dispensary Grant-in-aid .. 100 0 0

SIRUR :—
Received by Sirur Station.

57 7 0
22 0 0 
28 0 0 
10 0 0 
54 15 0 

S05 S 0
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8IRUR—contd.
Miss Warren 
Christian Herald 
Miss Whitney 
Warren Maine 
Wasoca S. S.
Lyle S. 9.
Miss Wheeler 
West Roxbury 
Aubumdale S. S. 
Waltham 8. S. 
Mrs. Richmond 
Rev. A. E. Gregg

Rs. a. r.
72 15 0 

876 1 0 
£9 3 0 
35 1 0
57 8 0
54 7 0 

677 11 0 
204 0 0
55 0 0 
27 8 0 
13 13 0 
27 10 0

S A T A R A :—
Received by M rs. Lee.

Ladies Society White 
Plains 219 0 0

Orphanage Fund 66 3 0
Miss Schlesinger 43 13 0
Scarsdale S. S. 43 13 0
Ladies Aid Soc. Chatterton 

Hill 67 8 0
Westchester Church 96 4 0
Mrs. Dow 825 0 0
Miss Wheeler 562 15 0
Miss Flint 56 8 0
R. P. H. 30 0 0
Mr. Ganpat Das Devi 10 0 0
Westchester Church 107 4 2
Mr. Campbell 120 0 0
St. Thomas Church, Satara, 

through Col. Berkham 40 0 0
Y.W.C.A. of A. I.C. Sp'gf’ld 13 10 0
Mr. Burnside, Fi eemantle 53 5 0

Received by Miss Nugent. 
Mr. Robert Nugent .. 20 0 0
Miss. A. ,, 25 0 0
Mrs. Dunoon 20 0 0
MisB. A. Watson 20 0 0
Mrs. B. McLean 10 0 0

,, F. Galbraigth 10 0 0
,, R. Howden 10 0 0

Young Ladies’ Club, 
Bethany 20 0 0

Donald Lowes' S. S. Class 
Bethany 20 0 0

Lady Park St. Church for 
new Ch. building 5 0 0

Mr, Campbell 45 0 0
Satara, Dec. 19th, 1918.

W A I :—
Received by Mrs. Sibley.

F o r  t h *  A b b o t  H o m e  a n d  O r p h a n a g e .  
Miss A. A b o t t .  England ..
Mrs. Evans ,,
Mrs. Bazanquet „

,, Holman U.S.America 
Dr. L. H. Grieve ,,
Milwankee Downer College 

Y. W. C. A.
Miss. S. H. Kingman

U. 8. America 
Ann Sharey Fund ,,
Mrs. M.M. Stephenson,,
Mrs. Bokan ,.
Miss Emily Wheeler tl

55 1 0
70 9 0
65 13 3
67 13 0

156 0 0

134 7 0

86 4 0
100 6 0
13 12 0
27 0 0

1,28S 10 0

Mr. and Mrs. Picken, Rs. a .  p .
India 29 0 0

Captain and Mrs. Kinnear,
India .. 50 0 0

Colonel Beyts, India 80 0 0
Mrs. G. W . Cux ,, .. 15 0 0

F o r  E v a g e l is t ic  W o r k .
From Mr. E. D. Cahoon

Orient L.I. U.S.A. .. 292 0 0
F o r  E d u c a t io n a l  W o r k .

From West Chester
Church U. S. A. ..  136 8 3

F o r  M e d ic a l  W o r k .
From Mr. Charles W.

Loomis, U.S.A. ... 380 0 0
St. Paul’s Church.

Brooklyn N. Y. .. 55 0 0

SHOLAPUR:—
Received by Rtv. L. S. Gates. 

Government Grants .. 1,785 0 0
Bates Fund ... 446 11 0
Friends in Sholapur ... 12 0 0
Friends in Sholapur ... 39 0 0
Bible Society for Bible 

Women .. 132 0 0
Bible Society for Col-

porteurs . .  144 0 0
Miss Wheeler .. 481 0 0
11A friend in Kansas City"

City $ 100

Received lor the Josephine Kindergarten.
Mrs. N. D. Garnsey 27 18 0
Mr. Fred Ferrey 40 1 0
Mrs. John Hartnell 160 0 0
A Friend 12 8 0
S. P. G. Pastor 2 0 0

242 6 0

Received fo r  the Woronoco Girls’ School
Southampton Sunday 

School 43 13 0
A Fiiend 35 9 6
Denretta Love 20 1 0
Monson, Mass, S,S. 58 6 0
Evelyn Wiesbroch 2 12 0
Residents in Camp 29 8 0
Mrs. L. N. West 54 3 0
Through Miss Fowler 140 0 0
Miss Fowler 104 6 0
Mrs. DeSouza 10 0 0
Miss Agnes 5 0 0
Mr. Thomboli 20 0 0
Sons-in-law of tho School.. 31 5 3

Total 554 15 9

Received fo r  the Sholapur Boys' School. 
1919 Rs. a . r.
Jan. Olive Branch S. S. St.

Louis Mo. per Mr.
Brown .. 75 15 0

Feb. Women's Soc. Imman
uel Coni, Ch. Htfd. 108 1 0
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DONATIONS—continued.
SSOlAPUR—tontd. Rs. a . p .
Apr. 1st C. 0. Ipswich Mass

by C. S. Tyler 179 3 0
Hay. Miss. Wheeler, Special 14 9 0

,, ,, Wbeeler 464 6 0
June. „  ,, Special 5 6 0
Aug. S.V.Ch. of Christ A t

lanta U. ... 13 12 0
Sept. S.N.T. P.S.C.E. Im-

manuel Ch- Htfd .. 68 12 0
Oct. Miss. Wheeler .. 418 7 0

1,348 7 0

B A R S I:—
Received by Rev. R. S. and Mrs. Rose 

F o r  B a r s i  G e n e r a l  W o r k .

Rs, a , p.
Mr. “ Philip" .. 300 0 0
Mr. H. C. Bayne .. 10 0 0
Miss Fulcher .. 85 4 0
Evangelistic Fund .. 10 0 0
Bible Society for Colpor

teur ..  90 0 0
Government Grants .. 230 0 0

Received fo r  Bates Evangelistic Work. 
Mr. C. S. Bates .. 6,381 1 0

The Mission desires to express its gratitude, not only for the special 
donations recorded herewith, but for the continued support received 
through the Board. In the crisis through which the world has just 
passed, contributions to mission work might well have failed, and in 
some missions have done so ; and the fact that the American Marathi 
Mission has been able to carry on as usual, is a tribute to the generosity, 
loyalty and self-sacrifice of a great number of devoted friends in 
the home lands.

Miss Wheeler’s untiring efforts have again assured the support of 
our large family of orphans. We as well as the orphans are indeed 
debtors not only to Miss Wheeler but to those whose help she has 
enlisted in our cause.

The medical services rendered to our missionaries by Dr. Wanless, 
Major Davenport Jones, I.M.S., Captain Rigby, I.M.S., and other 
doctors, are also gratefully acknowledged.
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Bombay 2 1813 200,000 2 1 • •• 2 2 3 4 7 1 G 21 27 4 11 35 34 69 2 2 1 -  19 8 601 9 269

Ahmednagar 3 1831 34,000 2 8 2 5 4 4 9 13 1 8 4 71 20 14 16 83 50 133 5 2 2 -  78 20 784 4 110

t Parner 18 80,000 7 3 12 1 ... 22 1 23 30 9 ... +  42 16 444

t Kolgaon 13 1857 40,000 ... 4 7 16 ... S 27 5 32 19 0 -  16 18 320 ...

t Jeur 10 1888 18,000 ... ... ... ... ... 4 3 11 1 18 1 19 11 7 -  C 10 863 2 15

Vadala 43 1857 150,000 1 1 1 1 2 3 2 50 7 10 3 58 17 7.5 45 15 1 -170 39 1,320 2 133

Rahuri 23 1860 75,000 1 1 1 1 8 4 9 30 5 5 1 43 11 54 86 10 1 -  62 27 200 4 160

Sirur 11 1841 88,000 1 1 1 1 2 2 6 15 6 6 3 24 14 88 21 4 1 +  69 17 356 3 92

Satara 5 1849 450,000 ... 2 ... 8 2 3 4 11 8 2 1 18 11 29 2 2 1 -  9 4 260 2 57

Wai 6 1892 80,000 ... 2 2 2 1 4 11 9 4 3 18 14 32 1 1 1 -  5 12 475 3 54

Sholapur 10 1862 420,000 2 2 2 2 4 6 2 5 5 34 29 9 55 75 60 135 12 5 1 -  3 14 397 14 500

Barsi 8 1912 80,000 1 1 1 1 2 1 5 4 1 4 1 11 5 10 13 4 -  14 14 373 2 38

Missionaries on fur
lough 2 1 1 1 3 3 3 6 9 ... ... ...

Totals for 1918.. 152 1,715,000 12 4 2 3 16 15 16 31 47 3 43 5 S 280 112 65 94 432 223 655 197 67 9 -261 194 5,893 45 1,428

Totals for 1917.. 152 ... 12 6 2 4 17 16 17 35 52 3 47 56 338 123 57 98 495 225 720 181 66 10 +440 199 7,976 50 1,759

* Some missionaries will be counted in more than one column, 
t These districts are supervised from Ahmednagar.

STATISTICS.
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à s?J Bombay 1627 Rev. John Malelu 849 4 8 7 4 11 6 8 4 18 188 154 842 18 248 44 634 450 2 8 ¡2,758 ! 1,125
I * 1

Lalitpur ... Mr. M. B. Kamblo ... so ... ... ... ... 10 2 12 9 9 18 24 3 46 10 1 6 35 15
/ Alimednagar F irst. 1883 Rev. V. R. Cluuidekar . 1248 21 C 27 5 82 6 81 37 541 702 1243 20 444 3 1,690 1,000 a 2 1,467 302

)t Church 1892 Rev. V. 8. Makasare ... 199 2 a 2 75 75 81 45 126 11 11 15 152 105 1 434
g of the Lamb.

Skcndi .. 1888 Rev. Anaji Kshirsagar. 84 3 8 3 6 2 2 19 19 88 4 46 6 do 28 2 2 29
Jeur 1888 „  B. P. Umap 55 ... ••• 4 4 8« 15 51 45 4 100 40 1 1 24

0 Vadgaon. 1888 ,, R, D. Gaikwad ... 59 8 ‘ 2 "5 ”5 4 4 23 37 60 88 8 101 28 1 2 23
Pimpalgaon 1892 ,, B. G. Bhingardiva 47 2 2 25 80 45 i 49 6 100 82 2 2 87
Bahirvadi 1896 ,, B. G. Bliingardive 81 4 4 47 30 77 46 6 129 40 2 4 25
Bavedi 1901 Mr. S. V. Bhosle 80 " i ! 8 ”4 ... 4 1 1 14 19 38 4 28 5 66 30 . 1 2 , 29
Dongargan ... 1914 Jeur Committee 78 ... ... 4 4 43 31 74 36 4 114 80 a 2 : 19

/ Sirur . 1855 Rev. S. R. Dongre .„ 115 10 28 88 1 39 2 6 8 77 69 146 5 85 72 303 250 7 8 i 534 65
Pimpalner 1902 Laxmanrao Shinde ! 28 ... 9 9 9 «i 2 2 17 13 80 12 21 63 9 8 3 81 1
Palwa ... 1908 M. Y. Khisty ’ 44 10 10 2 12 ! 2 1 8 35 18 63 85 37 125 13 4 ! 5 76
Ranjangaon 1918 Jaiwantrao Kasoto ... 61 25 25 ... 25 ... ; 3 S 46 37 83 10 44 17 144 25 7 ‘ 8 81 *4

d Pamer 1856 Rev. R. R. 8uryavanshi 37 ... ... «•» 6 6 19 12 31 81 10 62 12 2 2 50
œ Jambgaon ... 1879 „  B. 8. Hivale 72 " i 9 10 10 1 ! 2 3 66 13 79 i 88 21 138 80 7 7 108 ,,
1 1 Hingangaon 1888 ,, R, M. Londhe ... 77 3 20 23 28 60 40 100 7 46 15 161 80 1 8 76
fe Kanhur 1888 B. B. Gordo 61 4 ... 4 4 4 *4 88 23 61 5 36 8 105 8 8 8 92F*' Dhavalpuri ... 1898 Mr. K. A. Bhosle ... 60 ... ••• 41 19 60 29 8 97 12 1 2 55

Hanga 1897 Rev. L. S. Hivale 97 i-2 12 12 1 *2 1 3 70 36 106 48 7 161 47 5 6 180
Nimbalak 1008 Rev. T. Y. Bona van 0 ... 90 0 6 6 1 1 61 44 96 ¿ 54 10 159 8 4 4 47
Astegaon 1908 ,, B. P. Umap 40 • •• ... !!! • t t 22 18 40 15 10 65 8, 2 2 ■8

V Chas 1911 ,, T. B. Gaikwad ... 70 ... 5 "5 *5 ... *1 1 48 85 88 *3 31 12 116 15 8 «
1

88
1

•*

J Kolgnon » . 3857 Rev. Ij. E. Uwigare ... 94
g  I Rilanciala ... 1S7S 4, V. C. Uzngare ... 61

Mirajgaon 1893 „  B. V. Bhosle 55
Hivre 1900 ,, V. C. Uzagaro 73

bi I Valki 1900 „  V. C. Uzagare 66
I Ralegan 1918 ,, B. S. Ghodake ... 56

3 / Khokär 1855 Rev. R. Gorde 67cl Shingve Naik 1855 „  R. Bandolu 83
1 Rahate 1858 „  G. Lokhande 154> Vambori 1860 „  R. Bandelu 75•8 Raliuri 1861 ,, W. O. Ballantine 279
T Katarad ... 1886 ,, R. Bandolu 51
,a Bfthamni 1899 ,, R. Bandelu 114
& Baragaon Nandur... 1900 Mr. D. Salve 60Belapur 1901 Rev. R. Gorde 1270Î Chitali 1914 ,, G. Lokliande 142•*» Chanda 1856 Rev. Jaklioba Gordo ... 125
ê Pachegaon 1858 ,, K. R. Hivale 107Dedgnon 1858 „  T. S. Dotho 374
£ Shingave Tukai ... 1800 ,, Hariba Gaikwad . 200

Sonai 1861 „  K. R. Hivale ... 124g Javkheda 1887 „  J. G. Hivale ... 348«8 Vadala 1890 ,, J, S. Rahator ... 383
'S Mukindpur 1893 ,, J. C. Salve 82
0 Avhana 1896 ,, J. G. Hivale 240

Nevasa 1901 „  J. C. Salve 124
Kharwandi 1902 „  K. R. Hivale ... 39

1 Khavata 1903 ,, Jakhoba Gorde ... 48
& Pimpri 1911 ,, B. M. Ankaipagar 364
s Tamasvadi 1912 ,, K. R. Hivale ... 103
é Bhenda 1914 „  T. S. Dethe 57

3  j Satara 1855 Miss B. Nugenfc 85§ { Koregaon 1904 Rev. G. T. Gaikwad ... ■ 21
a l Wai 1872 ,, K. H. Gaikwad ... 109

r Sholapur 1864 Rev. T. S. Bhonsle 723
Angar 1886 ,, D. V. Bhambal ... 52

>4 Maaha ... 1886 ,, P. K. Ravade ... 31
8. Shetphal ... 1886 ,, P. K. Ravado 13

Sholapur, Lepers ... 1901 Mr. B. A. Ohol 200_q Dhotre 1874 ,, S. K. Sasane 69
Padoli—Watwad ... 1875 ,, P. M. Randive 102Manjari 1902 ., Y. S. Navagiri 26
Bars! 1918 Rev. R. S. Rose 0

Totals for 1918... ...

Totals for 1917.., 8592

10

n 0 8 8 1 50 1 411 91 2 48 50 189 20 4 5 \2 2 5 5 37 21 58 2 23 1 21 102 1 13 s 311 1 24 30 54 23 18 95 18 3 3 \
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2 2 48 21 64 81 17 112 1 3
’ i 8 4 31 21 52 84 17 109 1C 2 S /
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20 20 11 . . . 11 137 112 249 19 181 30 460 30 8 26 167
. . . 20 20 43 61 104 1 104 35 243 15 2 10 157
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III. EDUCATIONAL STATISTICS FOR 1918.

MAMES OP INSTITUTIONS 
OR 

DISTRICTS

Socondary

Bombay—High School
,, School for tlio Blind
„  Clftrke-Abbott School
,, Day Schools

Ahmednagar— Divinity College 
„  Union Training School
,, High School and Sir D. M.

Petit School 
,, Girls’ Boarding School
,, Bible Training School
,, Nurses’ Training Class
,, Day Schools 

Pamer Village Schools 
Kolgaon Village Schools 
Jeur Village Schools 
Vadala Station Schools 

,, Village Schools 
Rahuri Station Schools 

„  Village Schools 
Sirur Station Schools 

„  Village Schools 
Satnra Station Schools 

,, Common Schools 
Wai Station Schools 

,, Common Schools 
Sliolapur Boys’ School 

„  Girls’ School 
„  Kindergarten 
,, Criminal Tribes
„  Common Schools

Barai Common Schools

Toials for 1918

Totals for 1917

11

507

190

167

Primary

65

65

124

318
283
111

3717

157

197
150
48

2150

2278

Kindergarton Industrial

20

20
20

12
20

G3

20

197

Total Pupils in Schools

4Sr§

16 
32 
52
43 
80

440
44 

168
72 
9

27 2
28 20

¿'. .I  86
39 69

¡1856,1357

1612  1202

£2
1*5

1872

n
1 3

a 
0 2 •s ®Ö >0 O
a °

37
336

8
11

252
46
43
59

102
341
67

189
58
13
33
92
29

293
150
48

129
52

60

9
110

111

iio

196
53
65

357
23

171

557
368r t
11

ïuù
321
223
242
953
158
694
135
97
98 

204 
106 
293
84

433
174

Rs.
3,060

722
240

4,188
126

362

539

104

409

293

" l9

r,061
441
597

Rs.
3,477
3,071

1,441

4,1.08

12,437
4,790

,094
219
448
340

2,379
1,547
1,766
1,126
3,682

50
682
603
•315
495

1,957
689
259

l’,785
280

2729 982 198 7,595 12,161 48,990

7,908 8,750 48,384

* Iucludiiig women tauglit by liiljlc Women, Hpcciíil clássos, ctc1«
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Three outstanding features of the year 1919 are the passing of the 
Indian Reforms Bill, the Punjaub Riots and the Afghan War.

A t the close of 1918 a scheme of proposed reforms was published 
which had been drawn up by the Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford, and the 
Secretary of State for India, Mr. Montagu. It provided for the 
immediate devolution of much Provincial responsibility and the 
gradual devolution o f Imperial responsibility upon Indians. A  Joint 
Committee o f British statesmen and Indian leaders was appointed to 
examine the scheme, and representatives from many classes and 
communities in India travelled to England and had an opportunity 
o f expressing their views to this Committee. It recommended still 
further concessions than had been contained in the original scheme, 
and the Indian Reforms Bill in its amended form passed through 
both Houses o f Parliament and became law in December. Indian 
Extremists, who had hoped for immediate Home Rule, are naturally 
dissatisfied, while on the other hand several conservative British 
statesmen believe the reforms to be dangerously drastic ; but on the 
whole the news of the passing of the Bill has been well received in 
India, and the general feeling seems to be, “  Accept what is offered and 
agitate for more.’:

The Punjaub Riots, which are the saddest incident in Indian 
history since the Mutiny, were closely connected with a ‘ passive 
resistance’ movement. During the war a temporary measure had 
been passed giving extraordinary powers to Government to deal sum
marily with political offenders in anarchical areas. The Rowlatt 
Commission was appointed to inquire into political conditions in 
India, and as a result of its findings Government felt that this tempo
rary measure, which automatically ceased six months after the end of 
the war, ought to become law for a number of years after the war. 
This proposal roused a storm of indignation throughout India, and 
the Rowlatt Act was passed in face of the united protest o f all the 
Indian members of the Viceroy’s Council.

Mr. M. K. Gandhi inaugurated a movement called ‘ Satyagraha.< 
The word literally means ‘ the seizure of truth,’ but has been para
phrased as denoting * persistence in a course which one considers to 
be right.’ He urged all patriots to take a Satyagraba vow of passive 
resistance to the carrying out o f the Rowlatt Act, and called upon 
them to observe certain days in prayer, penance and humiliation. 
But this ‘ passive resistance ’ movement took a tragic turn in the 
Punjaub in April, where uncontrolled crowds armed themselves with 
big sticks and embarked on a costly course of destruction o f human 
life and property. The military was called out, martial law was 
proclaimed, severe penalties were inflicted on the rioters, and order

was restored ; but much blood, both European and Indian, had been 
shed, much bitterness had been engendered, and M i. Gandhi himself 
confessed that he had made a colossal miscalculation, saying, “  I am 
sorry that when I embarked upon a mass movement I underrated the 
forces of evil.”

The Afghan War, breaking out as it did immediately after the 
Punjaub Riots, further embarrassed the Government. Habibullah, 
the Amir, a good friend and ally of Britain, was murdered through a 
Court intrigue. His third son, Amanullah, imprisoned his brother 
and his uncle, acquired a bodyguard of 12,000 released jailbirds, won 
over a large portion of the army by bribery, and ascended the throne. 
To divert attention from himself aiid his insecure position he next 
declared war on India, and by spreading exaggerated reports of the * 
Punjaub Riots he induced several Frontier tribes to join him. After 
some months of wax-, in which bombs and aeroplanes were prominent, 
peace was declared ; but a state o f guerilla warfare continues with 
recalcitrant tribes.

The world unrest is greatly felt in India. In January mill strikes 
in Bombay resulted in street rioting, loss of life and an epidemic of 
cholera which took a daily toll almost as disastrous as that of 
influenza. The severe famine conditions prevailing in most parts of 
India were slightly relieved by the good rains and the consequent 
good crops, but the cost o f living continues excessively high. Relief 
camps continued to save thousands of people from starvation by giving 
them work on road-making, the digging of wells, etc. Funds from 
America and England provided clothing and food for thousands of 
destitute men, women and children who were unable to work. Sup
port is still required for such poor folks, especially for the widows and 
orphans who are the aftermath of the influenza epidemic.

Yet in spite of hard times, India surpassed herself in her Peace 
Celebrations, which took the form of firework, aeroplane and proces
sional displays and the distribution of much poor relief. Two an
nouncements have made an extremely good impression on India and 
have done much to convince her of Britain’s sincere desire to meet 
her aspirations. These were first, the appointment in January of Sir 
S. P. Sinha as Under Secretary of State for India and his inclusion in 
the British peerage, and secondly the King’s Proclamation in Decem
ber o f an amnesty for political offenders and his promise of an early 
visit from the Prince of Wales. India is entering on a very critical 
period. She has got the chance for self-expression that she has been 
asking, and it remains with her to prove whether she is worthy, not 
only of this but of still greater responsibility in the near future.
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