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R EPORT
OF THE

AMERICAN MISSION
AMONG THE MARATHAS 

FOR 1872-

In the beginning of 1’8 72 the strength o f  oin- Mission was 
reduced by the departure o f three of our number to- America—  
Messrs. Hazen, Wood,, and Bruce.. Failing health seemed to 
demand for them a temporary suspension of their labours, and 
the recuperative influence o f a home dim ate-

Mr: Hazen first came out in 1847. He has been at different 
times connected with our stations at Bombay, Ahmednuggur, 
and Solapur. The last two years o f his stay he was eagaged 
in carrying through the press a new edition- o f the Marathi 
Bible, and was able to correct the last proofs of this work just 
before leaving the country^

Mr. W ood joined the Mission in 1848. He commenced Mis- 
sionaiy work at Satdra, and most o f his labours have been at 
that station and in the surrounding district-

Mr. Bruce had been nine years in India, and his labours were 
chiefly at Kahuri andthe districts to the north of that station. 
He hopes that a couple o f years* residence in America will so 
restore his health that he- may safely resume his work here. 
Although the accessions to the Churches the past year have 
not been numerous, it will be seen that from many points in 
the different districts the news is most encouraging. A  re
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newed consecration and enlarged faith on the part o f Christians 
are as full o f promise for the work as large accessions to the 
Churches. Those o f us who have been in the country long 
enough to compare the present condition of the Churches, and 
the readiness of the people to hear, with the state o f things ten 
and twenty years ago., can see evidence o f progress which the 
cavils o f sceptics do not weaken, and an assurance o f ultimate 
success which outcries o f “ failure"" do not disturb.

W e are sorry to notice one incident connected with our work 
at Ahmednuggur which may seriously affect its progress. This 
is the recent action o f Bishop Douglas of Bombay in sending 
Missionaries o f the S. P. G. Society to commence operations 
there. For 40 years the American Missionaries have laboured 
at this station and in the surrounding districts, and by the 
blessing o f God seventeen Churches have been organized there, 
containing now about five hundred communicants. The Church 
in the city o f  Ahmednuggur numbers nearly two hundred.

By that Christ-taught comity which prevails among the 
Missionary Societies o f different denominations, others have for
borne to enter this field already occupied by us, and have turned 
their attention to some of the other numerous cities and districts 
now open to the Gospel, o f which there are many in India 

, still untrodden by the foot of the Missionary. Thus our relations 
with other Societies have continued to be o f the most fraternal 
nature.

In 1871, however. Bishop Douglas sent a Native Catechist 
and Teacher to commence operations at Ahmednuggur, and .now 
(January 1873) a Missionary is stationed there to prosecute 
the work of the Society. The policy o f intruding into the 
Mission fields o f other Societies has been prominently before 
the Christian public for year's, and its objectionable features have 
been pointed out. It is a marvel to us that anyone can persist 
in this policy after such a full exposure of the evils attending it. 
One fact in connection with the intrusion at Ahmednuggur 
will show the reckless manner in which such measures are 
pushed. The Catechist selected for this Station is one who less
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than four years before was dismissed from tlie service o f our 
Mission,* and excommunicated from the Church for unchristian 
conduct. He was afterwards restored to the communion o f the 
Church in Bombay. He then applied to the Bishop for employ
ment, and was sent to Ahmednuggur on double the pay he had 
formerly received from us, and more than double the allowance 
to Catechists of equal ability and education now employed by 
us in that district. Such a fact needs no comment. Its demo
ralizing tendency is obvious to every one.

At the recent Conference in Allahabad, over a hundred 
Missionaries from all parts o f India, representatives of twenty 
different Societies— including some o f the most able and 
venerable members of the Church Missionary Society— passed 
the following Resolution :—

“  The Conference desires to put on record their sense o f the 
grave importance o f the principle o f the mutual non-interference 
o f Missionary Societies. They are o f opinion that, with certain 
well-recognized exceptions, such as the large centres o f popula
tion, it is expedient that the agents o f different Missionary 
Societies should occupy different fields o f labour. Without call
ing in question the right o f every Missionary to exercise his 
ministry wherever God may give him opportunity, it is their 
solemn conviction that the progress o f the Gospel in a heathen 
land can only be retarded by the Missionaries o f one communion 
receiving the converts o f another Church, who are as yet imper
fectly acquainted with divine truth, and unable to enter intelli
gently into questions which separate the minor sections o f Chris
tendom— especially those who are under discipline.”

This is in full accord with the recognized principles o f comity 
throughout the evangelical Christian world. It is to secure the 
peace and welfare o f the weak disciples of Him who has said 
“ Blessed are the peace-makers”  that we deprecate the entering

* One member o f the Mission disapproved of the vote o f dismissal, but 
svith this exception all agreed in regarding him unworthy of confidence, and 
have had no reason to change their opinion o f  liim since.

2 M
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o f this field by another Society. We have only the kindest 
personal feelings towards the excellent Chaplain o f the Station 
and the Missionary, who have been directed to initiate this 
intrusion. W e believe at heart they would prefer to follow the 
rules o f comity by which the relations o f other Societies are 
regulated. The graver responsibility rests with those who 
press earnest Christian men upon a course from which Christian 
courtesy instinctively shrinks.

This protest may be set aside as o f  no account; but it will 
not be unheeded by Him who is “  Head over all things to the 
Church” — at whose tribunal the Church dignitary and the 
obscure believer will stand on the same footing before One who 
“ is no respecter o f persons,”  and who has bid us “ follow after 
the things which make for peace.”

The synopsis o f the Mission and statistical tables o f the 
Churches are given below. At the close o f the year there were 
in connection with the Mission seven Missionaries with their 
wives, one female Assistant, twelve Native Pastors, four 
licensed Preachers, one' Editor, seven Preachers, twenty-one 
Bible-Readers, thirty-two Teachers, fourteen Bible-women, and 
five Female Teachers.

SYNOPSIS OF THE MISSION.
BOM BAY.

Station at B y c u l la .— Rev. C.Harding, Mrs. Harding. Ohurch 
in Bhendy Bazar : Rev. Yishnu Bh&skar Karmarkar, Pastor ;  
Mr. Daji Jaganath, Preacher ;  Mr. Shahu Daji Kukade, Editor 
of the Dnydnodaya ;  one Teacher.

AHM EDNUGGUR COLLECTORATE.

Station at A h m ed n u g g u r .— Rev. S. B. Fairbank, Mrs. Fair- 
ban k ; Rev. L. Bissell, Mrs. Bissell; Miss H. S. Ashley. 
Church: Ahmednuggur, Rev. Rdmkrishna V. Modak, Pastor; 
Mr. Krishna R. Sangale, Preacher;  Two Bible-Readers, twô  
Teachers, five Bible-Women, and five Female Teachers.
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T h e  N o r th e r n  D ist r ic t s  (in charge of Mr. Fairbank).—  
26 ouistatinns: Rahurt, Gahu, Wambori, Shingave (Nayak's), 
Satral, Devvalali, Shilegav, Pimplas, Shirdi, Pimparx, Khokar, 
Panchegav, Belapur, Wadgav, Takli, Gondhavani, Waddle, 
Chande, Dedgav, Sonai, Shingave (Tukai’s), Newasc, Khospuri, 
Khedle, Karazgav, and Jeur. Seven Pastors, four Preachers, ten 
Bible-Readers, nineteen Teachers, and six Bible-Women.

T h e  S o u th ern  an d  W estern  D istr ic ts  (in charge o f Mr. 
Bissell).— 8 Oatstations : Seroor, Kolgav, Mandogav, H iw a r e , 
Shirasgav, Baburdi, Loni, and Wadgav (Darya). T w o  Pastors, 
one Preacher, four Bible-Readers, and four Teachers.

SA'TAIRA' COLLECTORATE.

Station at S a ' ta ' r a . — Rev. R. Winsor, Mrs. Winsor. Church ; 
Satâra, Mr. Yithal Makasari, Licentiate; 4 Outstations: Mahâ- 
bleshwar, Waduth, Degav, Kolowadi. Two Bible-Readers, one 
Teacher, and one Bible-Woman.

Station at B h u in j .— Rev. S. R. Wells, Mrs. Wells. Church ; 
Rhuinj : Mr. Râwaji Powar, Licentiate. Outstation : Panchand. 
One Bible-Reader, two Teachers.

S O L A T U 'R  COLLECTORATB.

Station at S ola/pu/ r .— Rev. W . H. Atkinson, Mrs. Atkineon ; 
Rev. C. W .Park, Mrs. Park. Church: Solaprir, Mr. Lakshaman 
Rdwaji, Licentiate.

T h e  W este r n  D is t r ic t s  (in charge o f Mr. Atkinson).—  
Outstation : Pimpari. One Bible-Reader and two Teachers.

T he  E aste r n  D istricts  (in charge o f Mr. Park).— Out- 
station : Bdrsi. One Preacher, one Bible-Reader, one Teacher, 
and two Bible-Women.



STATISTICS OF THE CHURCHES— No. I.

R ames o f  t h e  
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Som bay................................... 32 7 1 38 16 4 5 2 2 21
A hm ednug'ur....... ................ 152 2G 16 3 3 2 186 141 5 8 3 4 4 143
Seroor .................................. 1» 1 2 16 21 I 1 21
Kolgäv ................................... 22 3 2 23 25 3 1 2 25
Rfthurf ......................... .......... 13 10 i 2’ 4 18 27 1 5 2 21
G âhu.................................... . 18 2 2 2 2 12 20 1 1 25
Wémbori ..........................T... • 14 14 S3 23
Shinsavé, N ayaV s............... 17 ■ 2 15 16 1 15
sûtrâl........................... ........... 19 19 13 4 17
K hokar................................... 34 7 5 1 i ar 88 3 4 1 i 85
Pânchégav............................... 18 I 5 2 5 I 16 17 1 3 1 1 19
Bèlâpur'.................................. 8 4 1 11 9 1 8 18
Chândé ................................... 37 37 28 4 2 2 2 26
Dédgâv ................... .......... . 4*i 7 1 1 32 43 5 2 5 3i
Shingavé, Tukài’ s ............... 25 i 3 2 1 26 19 4 3 2 2 24
Sonai....................................... 37 ... 2 2 3 2 32 14 1 (i 3 1 17
Néwâsé ......................... 10 2 8 7 3 4
Loni ....................................... 13 3 2 14 5 3 8
Sâtârâ'....................................... 33 2 8 3 21 18 3 3 4 20

4 H 1‘> 4 &
Solûpur(l) ..................... . 29 13 G 2 3 42 24 5 5 1 1 1 31

T ota l..... 539 70 47 39 29 15 G29 579 46 45 31- 17 24 600

STATISTIC> OF THU CHURCHES No. 2.

K a m e s  o f  t h e  
C h u k c h b s .

Bombay.......................
Ahmednuggur...........
Seroor .......................
Loni (2 ) .......................
Kolsiv .....................
Bähuri .......................
Wambori (2) ...........
Shingavé (Nâ.) (2) ...
Gahu ...........................
Sfitrâl (2) ...................
Belâpur.......................
K hokar.......................
Pânchegâv.................
Son a i...........................
Chânde .......................
Dedgàv .......................
Shingavé (T u k .).......
Newâse .......................
Sâtâra ................
Bhuinj .......................
Solàpur.....................

iXAMES OF THE 
PA S T O ltS .

Vishnu B . K n rm a rk a r .
Rftmkrislinä V . M odak . . . . .
Kâsam  M nliatnadji................

,, ,, in  charge.
Oangarâm  W agchavare ......
W anirâm  O hol ....................

„  ,, in ch a rge ..,
„  ,, in charge ...

T ithu  B hàm bal ....................
„  ,. in ch a rp e ..

D hondibâ W âgchavare (3)..,
Sadobâ Nndliar ( 4 ) ................
Payâ.ji Riithwad ....................
HaribA Gâyakawâd...............
Laksham an S a la ve ............... .
M ahipati Ankaipapar .......
Jayarâm Bàrase (5 ) ...........

Total..
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19 19 8 30 500 1 15
87 UiJ 19 151 516 3- 95

8 8 4 12 854
7 7 3 11 10* 1

10 13 5 17 51J 1 6
15 3 4 6 99| 2 5
11 3 1 6 11 1 8
7 8 5 6 io  ;
8 4 4 8 29J 1 9

13 6 8 12 25$ 2 9
8 3 3 8 1 S

21 13 9 17 55è 2 9
7 9 3 9 32i 1 4

20 12 7 15 65 3 7
21 1G 6 27 58* 1 5
17 15 5 17 73 .V 1 2
14 12 2 11 355- 1 7
4 4 3 2 16^

12 12 2 22 22i 2 7
a 7 2 9 m 2 G

21 21 7 35 21i 3 22

335j 294 109 431 1,739| 29 221

138

"i8
15 
49
9
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46
22
229
43
16 
12 
14

Notes. — (1.) Those baptized in the Barsi district are included in the Solapur church.
(2.) The “  Union”  at its meeting in  November 1872 arranged that the Pastors living: 

these churches should have the pastoral care of them.
(3.) Ordained and installed as Pastor o f this church, December 5, 1872.
{4.) Ordained and installed as Pastor of this church, January 20, 1873.
(5.) Removed from Kendal, and installed ae Pastor o f  this church, January 14, 1873.
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REPORTS OF THE STATIONS, &c.,
BY THE MISSIONARIES AND THE PASTORS,

BOMBAY.

A  Christian gentleman, formerly well known in this Pre
sidency but now in Britain, after reading our last Report 
wrote as follows : “  You who live in the midst o f your work,
and witness its gradual 'progress, can have little idea o f the im
pression which such a Report as this makes upon our minds, 
who compare present things with what we remember at Bombay 
and Ahmednuggur in the years 1827 and 1831.”  He then 
speaks o f the discouragements and uncertainties o f the former 
period, and exclaims in view of present progress, “ ‘ What 
hath God w rought! ’ for we must see that it is His work !

W e  are thankful for these words o f cheer and are encouraged 
by such a comparison of the present with the past: yet the 
progress year by year is now so evident as to leave no room for 
despondency, and We are led to realize more and more that a 
wisdom and power infinitely above ours is guiding and control
ling this work.

The Report given below of our beloved Native Pastor, Mr. 
Yishnupant, will indicate the nature of his work and the state 
o f the Church. The number added to the Church is larger than 
for some years previous, and, besides these, four or five others 
seemed at one time very near to the kingdom o f heaven, 
and we hope they may yet be won to Christ. I  am thankful to 
say that the Christians are walking in love, and a commendable- 
degree of liberality is still maintained.

Our Vernacular School is doing a good work in a quiet way.- 
Twenty-five or thirty children, mostly from Christian families,- 
attend. The school is now taught by a Native Christian woman, 
The former teacher, Mr» Prabhákar, who had laboured very.
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acceptably in the school for two years, has now, with the cordial 
approbation o f  the Mission, commenced a course o f study in the 
Bombay Medical Mission. He intends to devote his life to Christ 
in connection with medical practice.

Mr. Shahu Daji still conducts, with ability, our Anglo-Ver
nacular paper, the Dnydnodaya. This paper is unsectarian, but 
thoroughly Christian in sentiment, and meets a growing want 
in this Presidency. W e hope that Missionaries and all inter
ested in Mission work will extend the usefulness o f this perio
dical by giving it a wider circulation.

Mr. Ddji Jagannath still continues with great regularity the 
work of street-preaching. Many thousands have heard the word 
o f salvation from him during the past year.

A t the beginning o f the year providential circumstances led 
me to labour for some months among a neglected class o f Euro
peans and lndo-Britons, and I have reason to hope that a num
ber, both of men and women, commenced a new life in Christ 
during those services.

It is a question whether all our Missionaries ought not to de- 
yotfe some time to such labours. I f  we look for conversions, 
there will probably be quite as many as from an equal amount 
o f  work among the natives, and, if truly converted, a great hin
drance to our work will be removed; and, as they are often inti
mately connected with the natives, they may as true Christians 
exert a powerful influence for good.

Near the close o f the year an experimental work was under
taken by Dr. J. H. Seelye, an American gentleman, from Amherst 
College, U. S. A. Knowing that he intended to spend some time 
in foreign [travel, we invited him to pause in his journey at 
Bombay for the purpose o f labouring among the educated natives 
here and in the interior. His public lectures were well at
tended, and many very interesting discussions and conferences 
were held at private houses. There can be no doubt that a most 
favourable impression was made upon many minds, and not a few 
educated men among us will henceforth look upon Christianity



AMEBICAN MISSION EEPOBT. 11

with more candour, while some, like the noble Bereans, will 
search the Bible itself to see whether these things are so. 
Four o f Dr. Seelye’ s lectures are soon to be published, and 
they will doubtless be read with interest and profit by many in 
other parts o f India.

W e give below a translation o f Rev. Vishnupant’ s interesting 
and faithful report o f his own labours :—

“ I  began the year 1872 with joy, and it was joy through the year : 
therefore I  praise the Lord. Just at the close of the week of prayer, 
three persons were received into our church, of whom two were my own 
children: 2 John 4. Two other men were received in the middle of the 
year, and two women at the close. Thus s e Y e n  persons have become the 
children of God. Nothwithstanding so much of joy, we have not yet 
passed into the heavens, and hence it falls to our lot to weep also. 
The Lord took to himself two beautiful little children at an interval of 
only eight days, and this brought sorrow to our church. But the God 
of peace was very near, and did not suffer us to mourn as those who 
have no hope. One brother fell into sin, which after many days came 
to light. He had repeatedly told falsehoods to conceal it, but He who 
trieth the reins and the heart aided us, and compelled him to confess the 
whole. This has been a great grief to us all, and the Church have cut 
off this member from their communion. Still we have hope for him, 
for he says he repents.

“ W e  have Had four marriages during the year, and four children have 
been baptized. W e have held two more prayer-meetings a week than 
we had the last year. These have been continued without interruption, 
and have been of great spiritual profit. In this work I  have been much, 
aided by Mr. Harding and by the brethren Shahurao, Prabhakar, and 
Dajiba, and for this I  am very thankful to them. I  have had also a 
Sabbath School for the children of the Church. Although few have 
attended, it has prospered, and we have gone over 22 chapters of the. 
book of Genesis. I have had many excellent opportunities for conver
sation and prayer with inquirers and others, and large numbers hay - 
attended upon our street-preaching.

“ It was my opinion that this Church would bear all its expenses from 
the year 1873, but I  am sorry there is no indication as yet that this will 
be true. This would very soon become true were there large additions 
to the Church : therefore let all who desire our prosperity pray earnestly 
for this.
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“ I was permitted to attend the annual meeting at Ahmednuggur this 
year and was greatly benefited by it. The Holy Spirit was evidently 
present, and my own elder brother, for whom ever since my conversion, 
now nearly twenty years, I  have been praying, and to whom I  had been 
speaking of the Gospel, was suddenly turned to the Lord, and began to 
serve him, and thus we experienced more manifestly the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit than ever before. For when I had become, as 
it were, hopeless and careless concerning him, God, just by his own 
power, converted him. The words of Scripture in Ps, cxxvii. 1,2, and 
John x. 14— 17, were then fulfilled.

“ This conversion occurred at the time of a Kirttan. Hence it seems to 
me that God has owned this method of preaching the Gospel, and that the 
Kirttan is specially fitted to be useful in India.

“ On the 6th of December my brother wrote me as follows: 'M y  
mind has been settled ever since the day the Lord redeemed me, and it 
is now my prayer to Him that He will send the Comforter to cleanse 
my heart and to increase my faith, and not suffer an occasion of sin to 
befall me, “ Blessed are they who having not seen believed.” Yet I  am 
thankful that God is near to me. Pray for me.’

“  A s at the close of last year the Lord sent to us dear Mr. Taylor and 
abundantly blessed his labours, so at the close of this year the Lord 
sent to us dear Dr. Seelye, and when the result of his labours shall come 
to light, many will then appear who have ceased to 1 bow the knee to 
Ba l̂.’

From all these things it seems to me that signs of better promise are 
appearing for my country. In the excavation and preparing of a mine that 
is to be exploded, much time is required, but the explosion comes in a 
moment, So throughout this land the work of preparing the mine is 
nearing its completion. When the Lord speaks, then, instantly, mighty 
results will follow. But are we prepared for this ? 0  Lord, wje are but 
unprofitable servants !

“ I  cannot close this report without saying a word about my dear 
friend and benefactor Dr. Bhau Daji. This distinguished gentleman 
was prostrated by a paralytic shock at the beginning of the present new 
year. He has done me an unspeakable favour by the medicine for leprosy 
which he has administered to me, and through which I  have been enabled 
to continue my work, Who knows what would have befallen me long 
ago had it not been for this P I  am filled with grief when I  see such a 
kind, compassionate, and truly learned man stricken down, and I  
beseech all God’s people to join with me in prayer to God for his 
recovery,”
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Many faithful labourers in India are sharing in the hopes 
expressed above by our brother that the time of great changes 
is near at hand. It is true, darkness is still upon the face o f 
the deep; but the unrest and the heart-yearning o f so many 
in this land show ns that the Spirit o f God is also moving, and 
while we labour and pray we listen almost instinctively for the 
word o f power, ff Let there be light.”

0 . HARDING.

AHMEDNUGGUR.

C it y  an d  S o u th ern  a n d  W e ste r n  D ist r ic t s .

The Missionary work at this station the past year has been 
jointly carried on by Mr. Fairbank and myself, each having 
the care o f a part o f the Schools and other work at the station, 
and also dividing between us the oversight o f the districts. 
The Northern and Eastern, in which he had laboured most, were 
assigned to him, and for the same reason the Southern and W est
ern were given to me. There are few of these villages in any 
direction which have not been visited again and again by Mis
sionaries and Native preachers. In some directions there is less 
evidence o f the progress o f the truth than in others. Where 
interest was developed, it has been followed up, and perhaps 
many families in the neighbourhood have embraced Christianity. 
But th i increased attention given to the work in that particular 
district would necessarily involve less labour and less fruit in 
some other direction. W e have tried in this matter to follow 
where Providence seemed to lead us, by having prepared the 
way, or granting a blessing upon our efforts.

There has perhaps been less street-preaching in the city the 
last year than in some former years. But the people have been 
more ready to come and listen in our house of worship. And 
they hear under much more favourable circumstances for pro
ducing an impression than in a noisy crowd upon the street.

-1 M
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In consequence o f our absence from the station during the 
hot season, the Theological Class was not called together, 
They continued their labours in the out-stations during the year. 
It is our purpose to assemble them for another term o f  study 
in April o f the coming year. Rev. R. Y . Mo dak, Pastor o f the 
Church in Ahmednuggur, reports twenty-five admissions by 
profession during the year, and sixteen have come from other 
ehurches. Deducting from this the decrease from all sources, 
eight persons, the net gain o f the church in numbers is thirty- 
three.

The Pastor writes as follows:—
“ Of the 25 persons received on profession of their faith, three were 

the children of Mr. Bissell; twenty were pupils in the Normal School 
of the 0 . V . E. Society, and in the different Mission schools here; one 
is the elder brother of Rev. Vishnu Bhaskar, Bombay, and one the 
nephew of Mr. Chand Lai, of the Free Church Mission, Bombay. For
merly when living with his uncle he heard the truth and believed, and 
receiving additional instruction while here life united with the Church. 
Though of so-called low caste he can read the Bible well in the Hindee 
language.

“ Ganpati Bhaskar in his youth fell into many degrading vices : but 
about 18 years ago having come to this city with some of his wicked 
associates, his brother with great effort induced him to leave them, 
and put him in the way of leading a respectable life. Since then he has 
associated chiefly with Christians. He gave up caste many years ago, 
and from the truth he has heard while residing here, has long been 
convinced of the truth of Christianity. But he was neither Hindu 
nor Christian till the time of our annual meeting. The hirttan given 
by his brother made a deep impression upon him, and he was enabled 
to receive Christ, and profess him by baptism and uniting with His 
Church. He has been for several years a vendor of Government stamps 
and paper in this city, and still supports himself in the same employment.

“ When the Eev. Mr. Taylor was here in 1871 he preached through an 
interpreter several evenings, and besides the Christian people m a n y  
outsiders came to hear. After Mr. Taylor left, these services were con
tinued twice a week, and, as a good many came in, they have been kept 
up during the year. From forty or fifty to a hundred are generally 
present, and on some special occasions two hundred or more have come 
to hear. But during our annual meeting the crowd was several times 
so great that after all the doors and windows were filled, many left
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because they could not be accommodated. All felt the necessity of a 
larger house for these annual gatherings, and at a subsequent meeting of 
the ‘ Union ’ of the Churches it was resolved that the offerings received, 
at the past three anniversaries, amounting to about Es. 150, should be ap
propriated to the enlargement of the chapel; also that a special effort 
should be made to raise funds for this purpose in the coming year. But 
as the cost of enlargement will be about Rs. 1,500, the church can only 
raise a small part of it in a single year, and if the work is to be done we 
must look to those who have the ability and a generous heart to assist 
us. Any such assistance will be received with gratitude.

“  It is worthy of mention that the regular preaching services on the 
sabbath and other occasions the past year have been attended by more 
outsiders than ever before. Some attend regularly, and listen with in
terest, and some come to my house to converse about Christianity.

“ Special seasons of prayer have been observed by the church as in 
former years, and the weekly prayer-meeting on Friday has been regu
larly observed. In some of these also we were often rejoiced to see 
our Hindu friends present with Christians. In October two English 
lectures were delivered in the hall of the City School by Mr. Park, at 
which many of the educated men of the city were present. The lec
tures were followed by meetings for discussion in which the Mission
aries and others, both Christians and Hindus, took part, and much 
knowledge of Bible truth was communicated.

“The annual meeting was an occasion of unusual interest. Many were 
awakened both among Christians and the unconverted. Several of the 
latter are candidates for church membership, and I trust will soon be 
received. W ill those who read this pray for God’s blessing upon us, that 
the interest awakened may not decline, but may continue and increase.

“The sabbath school, the regular meetings upon the sabbath, and other 
days of the week, have been continued during the year as usual. 
Among (¡hem is one for the women of the church, conducted chiefly by 
the wives of the Missionaries. Once in three months an address to the 
mothers and children is made by some man previously invited.

“ Looking at the condition of the' church on the whole, I believe it is 
growing in grace and numbers, and being built up in the faith, and for 
this I  praise God.”

Pastor Kassam Mahamad reports as follows o f the Serqor 
Church:—

“ If prosperity is to be measured by the increase of numbers, this 
church has not prospered the past year. It has been my painful duty 
to excommunicate two from the church, and suspend two others.
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“ During the latter part of the hot season this place was visited with 
cholera, which carried off a large number of the inhabitants. Several 
of the Christians were attacked, but we praise the Lord that to none of 
them did it prove fatal. During the prevalence of this epidemic the calm 
trust of the Christians in tjieir Heavenly Father presented a striking 
contrast to the terror of the heathen around them. The latter had 
recourse to offerings and various idolatrous ceremonies to propitiate 
the goddess of epidemics. Bnt the progress of the disease in spite of 
their efforts afforded a good opportunity of showing them the vanity 
of their idols, and directing them to Christ, the only refuge from the 
wrath to come.

“  I  have preached in the streets of the town, and in surrounding vil
lages, often addressing hundreds through the Jcirttan. By special invi
tation also I  visited Bombay and Solapur, and giving the hirttan 
there was permitted to speak to immense crowds of people. My 
thanks are due to many European and native gentlemen who helped to 
meet the expense of these tours.”

The Churches at Kolgav and Loni have each received a few 
accessions, and the interest at several points in the districts 
has much increased. During the last two months o f the year 
we visited both these districts, and spent two weeks at some 
o f  the principal villages. A t Handagan, ten miles east of 
Kolg&v, there were several men who seemed fully convinced of 
the truth, and hesitated not to say so before their people. A 
teacher has been stationed there, who has several young men 
under instruction, as well as children of the school. The school 
at Hange, mentioned in our last Report, was reduced in numbers 
by an outbreak of cholera which carried off several o f the children, 
and came near proving fatal to the teacher. The Lord spared 
him, however, and he again opened the school, though with a 
smaller number o f pupils.

The Girls’ School has been unusually large the past year, 
numbering some months before the close o f the term 80 pupils. 
The four graduates o f the school who have been employed as 
assistant teachers have continued to do their work faithfully. 
A t the closing examination they were thought by all to perform 
their part well, and their various classes did them credit.



AMERICAN MISSION REPORT. 17

There has been unusual seriousness on the part o f the pupils, 
and a carefulness to regard the rules and regulations o f the 
school, most gratifying to those who have had charge o f it. 
Many of the girls early in the year declared their determina
tion to seek Christ; and before its close eleven of them, we 
believe, found Him, and were received iuto the Church during 
the last two months o f the term. Others came forward desiring 
the same privilege, but it was thought best that they should 
wait and receive further instruction before taking this step. 
A  class of five have finished the course, and will not return. 
Three of these, who live with their parents in their village 
home, are about to open a school for small girls and boys in 
their father’s village. I f  teachers o f this class could be avail
able in the villages, it would be comparatively easy for the 
people to support their own schools.

During our absence at Mahableshwar Mrs. Fairbank took 
charge o f the school, Mrs. Bissell resuming the care o f it on 
our return to the station. Miss Ashley has. continued her study 
o f the Marathi, and will assist in the instruction aud oversight 
o f the school the coming year. Many of the English ladies of 
Ahmednuggur have contributed to the support o f this school 
the past year. Our thanks are due to them for this kindness.

Bible-Women.— Woman’s part in the Missionary work in India 
is becoming yearly more important and encouraging. The 
increased interest and prayers o f women in Christian lands are 
doubtless one cause o f this. The Bible-women at Ahmednug
gur (four, and a part of the time five) have continued their 
work, with some interruptions, through the year. They converse 
with little companies o f women in some retired corner o f the 
street; they meet them in private houses, or courts of the 
houses j they have been to the near villages, and read the Bible 
and sang hymns to those who came to meet them there. 
Some of them have visited the jail, and taught the women there 
both to read and sew.

Much attention has been paid for many years to the instruc
tion of the Christian women in connection with the congregation 
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■here. They come together an hour a day for instruction; those 
who can, learn to read, and others commit to memory verses o f 
Scripture by hearing them repeated. Among the more intelli
gent there are seven women, who have each a class in the 
Sabbath School. They meet with the other teachers Thursday 
evening, and spend an hour together in the study o f the lesson 
for the following Sabbath.

There is a “  Maternal Association”  here o f the Native Chris
tian women, which last year numbered forty-two members. 
They have regular meetings for prayer and instruction in the 
duties o f mothers and children. A t the time of our annual 
meeting, when many Christian families were present from the 
districts, a company o f 120 Christian women met together. 
There were six great-grandmothers in the company, and in 
some instances the four generations sat there side by side. 
This is another illustration o f the influence o f family ties in 
drawing men towards the truth.

L . J3ISSELL.

AHMEDNUGGUR NORTHERN DISTRICTS.

Eight years ago our annual Report contained reports from 
four stations in the Valley of the Godavari. They were taken 
in the order o f their establishment, as follows :— Khokar, 
situated 40 miles N. o f A h 'r ; Wadale, 26 miles N.E. o f A h V ; 
Rahuri, 22 miles N.N.W . o f Ah*r; and Pimplas, 48 miles 
N .N.W . o f  A.b/r. Mission families resided at three of these 
places, and we hoped to obtain another for the fourth. In 
this hope we were disappointed. It seemed good to the 
Master to send sickness and death, and to remove several 
o f our number. Six years ago the number o f those resident 
in the valley was reduced to two, and it remained thus till the 
close o f 1871. W e had received recruits from America, but 
only enough to fill the places o f  those obliged to take furlough. 
A t the close o f 1871, in view o f the claims of Satara and
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Solapar, two o f our Mission families were located in each of 
those collectorates, and but two were left for Ahmednuggur and 
its districts. These were divided, and the northern part was 
allotted to me. This arrangement placed 17 Catechists, 23 
School-teachers, 2 Colporteurs and 7 Bible-women under our 
superintendence. The 7 Pastors in the same districts, who 
are partially supported by the Mission funds, have frequently 
found occasion to apply to me for counsel and assistance. 
The much-regretted absence of Mr. Haig, Principal of the 
Normal School o f the C. V. Ed. Soc., has also devolved on me 
the care of that school. In these circumstances it has been 
necessary to spend more time than I  could have wished in 
superintendence, correspondence, and keeping the necessary 
accounts. It would be far more congenial to give all these 
swiftly passing days to personal effort for the evangelization 
of this people and for winning souls.

Our home has been in Ah'r, but we spent 91 days o f the 
year in the valley, visiting the old stations as often as possible, 
and living at each two or three weeks at a time. When in 
Ah’ r I  have given the hours I could secure for study of two 
days each week to the preparation of a full plan of a sermon 
that I preached on the following sabbath. I  found these more 
carefully prepared sermons very useful afterwards, when hold
ing daily meetings at the village stations and so occupied that 
I  could not prepare for the sabbath services.

Near the close o f the year I gave some time to collecting and 
arranging hymns and tunes for enlarged editions of our books 
for the service o f song, that we hope to publish by the middle 
of 1873. I  also reluctantly undertook reading the final proofs 
o f the edition o f the Marathi New Testament now being printed 
for the Bible Society. Thus, in work more or less subsidiary 
to the great work of saving souls, the year passed, and its 
account is closed. It often seemed that a time of ingathering 
was near, and a few of those whom we had thought to be drawn 
by the Spirit decided for Christ and professed their faith in 
Him. Others turned back. The additions made to the
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Churches are noted in the statistical tables. W e saw of the tra
vail o f our souls, but were not satisfied. The meagre results 
seemed to falsify the promise. W e are waiting and prayiDg 
that the Lord will show us the abundant mercy we would fain 
believe He has in store for us.

Effect of ihe scarcity on our work.— The high prices that ruled 
for the first eight months o f the year made it necessary for 
every person of the poorer classes, young and old, to work 
whenever opportunity offered. Many could get no employment, 
and, when obtained, the remuneration was a mere pittance. 
Few had sufficient food ; carrots, onions, the fruit o f the egg
plant, and other vegetables were raised in great quantities. 
These, cooked with a little meal sprinkled in, or with a little 
bread carefully doled out, formed the staple o f food. A  large 
cactus with its red prickly pears is very abundant around 
some, villages, and the pears formed a most valuable addition to 
the bill o f fare. .Many have told me that they had found that 
these prickly pears would satisfy their appetite for several 
successive days without any other food. The juice is sweetish, 
and the seeds contain some oil. In some villages, roasted 
ears of maize formed the principal food. Many of our schools 
were broken up, and those that survived were thinly attended. 
The teachers who had no schools gave their time to preaching 
from village to village. They, as well as others w ho'were 
engaged in this work, reported great encouragement. They 
were not able to collect much larger audiences than in previous 
years, but their message was more acceptable.

Preaching from Village to Village.— The largest average of 
the audience secured by any one o f the Catechists on his tours 
was o f twenty-seven, and the smallest was o f five persons. 
The practice was in time past for these preachers to go alone, 
and to go on, daily at least, to a different village; so that the 
Gospel might be proclaimed in as large a number o f villages as 
practicable. During this last year they frequently went in. 
companies of two, three, or four, and remained in the villages, 
when there appeared to be any special interest, from two days
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to a week, endeavouring to increase the interest and to bring 
those interested to a decision'for Christ. A  company of four, 
consisting of two Pastors taking a vacation, and two theolo
gical students, were engaged for six weeks in this kind of 
effort. They itinerated in the Pimplas District and the 
western part o f the Khokar District. They found their com
bined efforts far more effectual than solitary efforts. In 
Khandala, a village eleven miles W- o f Khokar, several inquir
ers urged them to stay till they should be received into the 
Church. So they sent and invited the Khokar Church to 
meet there and examine and receive them. Two men and two 
women, from three families, and three children, were baptized. 
The Khokar Church -is without a Pastor, but arrangements have 
been made to ordain Mr. Sadoba Za.dhow and install him as 
its Pastor on the 25th of this month.

Ordination at Beldpur.— Belapur is a large village on the 
Pera River. There is a small Church there, the members 
residing in Belupiir, and in Padhegav, four miles to the S. E. 
Mr. Dhondiba T. Wagchaurc was ordained and installed as 
Pastor on the 5th o f December. It was an interesting occasion. 
His examination was very satisfactory, and he seemed to appreci
ate the responsibilities o f a Pastor’ s work. During the ordina
tion he became much affected, so as to be unable to read the 
concluding hymn and give the benediction.

Since the ordination this Church has been subjected to great 
hostility and annoyance. This was excited because the Coun
cil invited a Mining to breakfast. The Christians would have 
felt it less had not their relatives been condemned by the caste 
headmen and ordered to separate themselves from the Chris
tians, and to submit to fines, &c. before they could be treated 
as in good caste-standing. The weak faith o f several inquiring 
souls has been tested. Tho flourishing school at Belapur lost 
all its scholars excepting six Christian children. The Mahars 
o f Ukalgav, two miles W , o f Belapdr, had agreed to build a 
schoolroom and a house for a Christian teacher, and to 
send twenty-five scholars, paying their fees. The school was
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to open on 1st January. But caste triumphed there also, and 
the school is given up, at least for the present.

The Churches.— I  do not find much in the reports o f the 
Pastors, except the statistics, that requires translation; but 
I  will give a few extracts. Pastor Vithoba Bhambal, o f the 
Galni church, writes •

“  I  find in visiting the villages around Gahu that many are convinced 
of the vanity of idolatry and caste observances, but they have not 
courage to follow out their convictions. A t Gahu there are some be
lievers who have not courage to profess Christianity. I  would ask the 
prayers of God’s worshippers particularly for these, that they may 
receive strength to act up to their convictions. Pray also that we who 
are labouring may be strengthened, and that our efforts may bear fruit.

“ Two young men professed their faith and were received into our 
Church. The case of one of them, whose name is Dhondu, has inter
ested me. It illustrates that verse which reads c for whom the Lord 
loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth.’ 
He was attending our school, but I  had no thought of his being parti
cularly interested. His mother fell sick and died. During her sickness 
his arm was broken. Others wept as they saw his sufferings, but he 
endured them without a tear. It was at the time when only five seers 
of grain were sold for a rupee, and he was in want and near starvation. 
But his arm was speedily healed. When it was well, he came to me 
one day and asked me when we would receive him into the Church. On 
my asking the reason, he said that God had afflicted him till he came 
to his senses. He witnessed a good profession and rejoiced when he 
was received into the Church.”

Pastor Wamram Ohol, o f the Kahuri Church, writes:—
“ Ten persons were received into this Church on profession of their 

• faith, and one by letter. But two received letters to other Churches, and 
four were excommunicated. So there is a gain of five in our member
ship. The members have attended regularly at both services on the 
Sabbath, and also at our Friday afternoon conference meeting. At this 
meeting some of the brethren speak, some tell their experiences, and 
some lead in prayer. So the meetings have often been very interesting 
and profitable. There are several inquirers belonging to our congrega
tion*. Those who have long been members of our Church give a tenth of 
their income for the support of their Pastor, and those newly received 
promise to do the same when the crops are harvested. The Church 
gratefully acknowledges the monthly contribution of Es. 5 from Mrs.
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Jacob for the support of their Pastor. I  beg the prayers of God’s 
people for this little Church, that it may grow in grace as well as in 
numbers.”

Pastor Hariba Gdyakawad, of the Sonai Church, writes :—
“  The members of my church were living in six different villages, some 

of which are seven or eight miles from my house. This year a woman 
has been received from still another village. I  am in the practice of hold
ing meetings in each of these seven villages, and now and then I  preach, 
in other near villages. The members of my church sometimes assemble 
in one place, but this occurs very infrequently.”

In view of the necessities o f those Churches that have no 
Pastors, an arrangement was made by the Aikya, at its October 
meeting, for the Pastors who are nearest to act for them, so 
far as is compatible with their duties to their own Churches.

Bible-Women.— Mrs. Fairbank has superintended the opera
tions o f eight Bible-women.

“ For the last two months of the year, four of these Bible-women 
hired a cart belonging to a Christian widow and went on a preaching 
tour among villages fifteen, twenty, and thirty miles away from where 
they reside. One of the Colporteurs of the Bombay Tract Society joined 
them, to be a sort of protector for the company. They have had great suc
cess in interesting the women. Women of high caste even have invited 
them to their houses by night to tell them of Jesus, and especially to 
sing to them of Jesus. These Hindiis are very fond of songs and sing
ing, and will listen quietly to singing when they will not to any talk you 
can make them. This tour has been an experiment, and I wait to see 
what the result will be. The women seem to have enjoyed it highly, and 
give glowing accounts of the interest manifested on the part of their 
listeners* They will now return to their homes and continue their 
regular routine of work.

“ The average number that these Bible-women have addressed in the 
course of a month has been two hundred in seventeen visits. In the 
tour that those four women made, they visited thirty-two villages in one 
month, and their audiences numbered twelve hundred and forty-three 
persons. Sometimes they visitetl three villages a day, and sometimes 
they were persuaded to remain three days in one place. A t one village 
the women declared they should have no dishes to use, for they were not 
going to be defiled with persons who were in the habit of eating with 
the lowest castes. After a while one woman helped them a little and 
the rest began to scold her; but just then an old woman came along and 
told them they were crazy — that they ought to help these women, for they
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were God’s people. They listened to her and soon became much in
terested in hearing the Gospel. When evening came, they brought oil for 
a light;, sq that the Bible-women might read to them. They begged 
them to stay the next day, and would hardly let them go away after they 
had remained three days.”

Schools.— Tlie scarcity was very unfavourable to our village 
schools. Many children who would have gladly attended were 
obliged to work the livelong day for their food. But since the 
Bajari harvest, food has been plenty, and notwithstanding the 
frost, there will be a fair harvest o f Sorghum on the uplands. 
So we expect fuller schools in 1873.

There were 16 common schools in 1872, with a total of 231 
scholars, o f whom 188 were boys and 43 girls. This gives an 
average o f more than 14 scholars to each school. The largest 
school was at Rahuri, and it contained 27 scholars in its best 
estate. Two others had only seven scholars apiece. Eighty-six 
o f the scholars were the children of Christians.

The Station School at Ahmednuggur, which is a select school, 
has two teachers, besides an hour’ s daily instruction from Mrs. 
Fairbank, excepting the time we are away on tours. Forty- 
five scholars attended this school. Fourteen of them received 
allowances for their partial or entire support during ten 
months o f the year. These allowances amounted to Rs, 33 a 
month, or a little more than two and a half rupees' for each 
scholar that was supported. Twelve boys from this school 
entered the Normal School of the C. V. Ed. Society at the 
beginning o f 1873.

I  am writing this Report at Singawe, just after the installa
tion of Rev. Jayaram Barase as Pastor o f the Church here. 
The Church is in a prosperous condition. Three men and a 
woman were received to its membership last sabbath, and now 
there are sixteen men and thirteen women in its communion. 
They are very poor in this world’s goods, but rich in faith, and 
earnest in the Lord’s service. There is no house for the Pastor. 
He is occupying a dark room. His people see that he needs 
a better house, and are determined he shall have one. I had the
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pleasure o f attending an enthusiastic meeting they held for the 
consideration o f the ways and means for building the needed 
Parsonage. Some of the members, belonging to Khospure, 
were not present, and will doubtless add something to the 
subscription. Rs. 24 were subscribed by the Church members 
present. In anticipation o f this emergency, the Mission secured 
an appropriation of Rs, 140 from the American Board to help 
them. A  suitable building will cost some Rs. 800. It should 
have three rooms,— a family room, a kitohen, and -a study. 
The last may be small, say eight feet square, but ought to have 
a good door with a lock, a window, and a bookcase. The 
family room and kitchen are designed to be each 18 feet by 8^ 
feet. The whole is to be covered with a flat earth roof, after 
the fashion of the Dakhan,

I  am urgent that these infant Churches be self-supporting as 
far as possible. But those o f this Church who have any tan
gible income give a tenth of it for the support o f their Pastor, 
and what they give for the Parsonage is in addition to this. 
There is not one of them who has a little surplus that he could 
give for this object. Everything they give must be saved by 
the strictest economy. One of them is part-owner o f a field 
o f Sorghum that ten days ago promised a fine crop. But 
that killing frost nipped the fair promise. All the tall vigorous 
stalks have withered just as the large heads for grain were in 
flower. Some of the shorter stalks escaped. But the meagre 
harvest will not pay expenses. I  feel like crying with them 
over their blasted hopes. This is the third year their crops 
have failed.

I  hope that some eye which may light on this may belong 
to a heart that will respond to this request for help. Another 
hundred rupees will enable them to build a house that will 
suffice for their Pastor’ s necessities. He has a wife and three 
children. He must have a study. His hearers are intelligent, 
and they both appreciate and need good sermons. They have 
promised me that 'their Pastor shall not be interrupted in his 
study hours, and I  have promised them that I  will procure for 
them a good door, window, and bookcase for his study. >
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There are other Pastors who have no study nor any private 
room. It would rejoice my heart to be the means o f helping 
their people to build such rooms for them.

S. B. FAIRBAN K .

SA 'TA 'R A '.

W e have now been at this station eight months, and though 
it may be painful to mention some things that have caused us 
sadness, yet friends will better understand our true situation, 
and will be able to pray for us more intelligently, i f  we state 
them ; and who shall say there is not need o f earnest prayer 
for this little Church? In March 1872, Br. W ood, who had 
long laboured here, and Br. Bruce, who was appointed to take 
his place, were both obliged on account of ill-health to leave 
the work and seek rest in their native land. The interval of 
a few months that followed their departure, when no Missionary 
could be stationed here, was a sad time for the little Church. 
Satan seems to have taken advantage o f this state o f things, 
and like “  a roaring lion”  he tore the flock severely. Some 
were led into sin, in consequence o f which we lost the most 
effective Bible-woman in our employ, and one man who had 
apparently been doing a good work as teacher in a village 
five miles distant. Three others also went astray. So that the 
Church lost five members in this way. One Bible-woman had 
been dismissed prior to Br. W ood's departure. In addition 
to these,,eight other members o f the Church, with four baptized 
children, have left, but for a good reason. They went out 
to form a centre o f Missionary operations with Br. Wells 
at Bhuinj; and in this we rejoice. It will appear from the 
foregoing statements that our Church must be greatly reduced 
in numbers. There are now 24 members, instead o f 37 as at 
the beginning of the year.

Our present working force consists o f one licensed Preacher, 
two Catechists, one Teacher, and one Bible-woman. The wives 
o f the helpers accompany the wife o f  the Missionary in her
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visits to the women both in the city and in the ja il; and this 
they dg cheerfully, not looking for or receiving any pay. The 
Preacher is a man with the true spirit o f the Gospel, and we 
are thankful for his cheerful and unselfish zeal in the work. 
In connection with the other helpers, he preaches constantly, 
morning and evening, in the streets o f the city, and in the 
adjoining villages. W e have had large and attentive audiences 
o f the heathen from the city, in our Bible classes at the Chapel, 
sabbath afternoons. There has been deep religious feeling in 
the School; two of the larger boys have prayed, and expressed 
their desire openly to become Christians. So also has a young 
man who came to us from a distant village, where he was con
vinced of the truth by the preaching of our Native Catechists. 
He is energetic, and cheerfully labours with his own hands to 
support himself while seeking instruction in Christianity.

W e went out on our first Missionary tour in December. W e 
traversed the Yena valley, visiting the most remote villages as 
well as those near our camping-places. W e also climbed the 
mountains, and peered into the vast fields beyond, where the 
missionary has not yet laboured. W e have gained an intelligent 
view of the wants and necessities o f this part o f our large field. 
W e were compelled to return home in January on account o f  
severe illness.

The energy and earnestness o f the Native helpers on this tour 
were truly gratifying. W e had many audiences varying from 
6 to 150 in number, and they were always respectful and at
tentive. In almost every village the entire population were 
unable to read, and hence it was of no use to leave the books 
and tracts we took for sale and distribution. What is needed 
is oral instruction by faithful Native Christian teachers. Many 
of these villages would form centres from which the preacher or 
teacher could reach 20 or 80 villages in the vicinity. When 
will the Lord give us this supply of labourers, which seems to 
us now urgently needed I

This is but a simple outline o f things as they are in this 
district. But I trust it is enough to convey a true idea o f its
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present condition and needs. I  must add one thought in 
answer to the question so often asked, namely, What good 
does all this preaching o f yours, when there are so few true 
conversions ? It was my pleasure to be at the table with the 
Rev. W . Taylor, whom we all love, and in whose success we 
rejoice, and who is awakening so much interest in some pai'ts 
o f this land. I  asked him, “  Br. Taylor, are the people who are 
converted under your preaching chiefly those who have pre
viously heard the Gospel, and been under religious instruction, 
or are.they those who come directly from heathenism ? ”  Mark 
his frank answer— “  Among all the number in India I  do not 
know of more than two who have not previously been made 
acquainted with the Christian idea, and heard the Gospel 
preached.”  Here then is a strong argument for missionary 
labour,— for who have spread “  the Christian idea ”  throughout 
India? Let the world answer. This dear Brother is now reap
ing glorious harvests, and may God soon give to the Marathi 
Missions a time o f ingathering. Amen.

RICHARD W IN SOR.

BHUINJ.

The most important event in this district the past year has 
been the formation of the first Church in this field. On the 
fourth of July eight persons from the Sat&rd Church united in 
Christian fellowship to form the Bhuinj Church. Since that 
time three others have joined on profession o f their faith. One 
o f these has been a servant o f different Missionaries for the 
last twenty years. For many years he has believed Christianity 
to be true, and for some time has felt that he ought to be a 
Christian. But he was kept from taking any decided step on 
account o f  his mother, whe said she would kill herself if  he 
became a Christian. He thought after he had buried her, as a 
faithful Hindu son is expected to do, he would turn and follow 
Christ. After attending the meetings of Rev. Mr. Taylor last 
year at Ahmednuggur, he felt that he must confess his belief



AMERICAN MISSION REPORT. 29

in Christ openly. Soon after coming here he joined the Church. 
His mother is still no friend to Christianity, but she quietly 
acquiesces in the present ways o f her son. He is one o f the 
most faithful, earnest workers o f the Church. He is ever ready 
to take part in the meetings, or in any work for Christ which he 
finds to do. His life and actions are consistent with his profes
sion, and of much value to the Church and the cause o f Christ. 
Such an example as this is enough to encourage one in 
a life-work in India. The prayers and labours o f some of God's 
faithful ones have been blessed, and we are reaping the ripe 
fruit.

Among the Christians there are those who are growing in 
the divine life. There is more spirituality and Christian love, 
and more of desire to lead others to Christ, than there was at 
the beginning o f the year. Instead of long talks and prayers 
from a few in the prayer-meeting, now all take a part. W e 
have brief Christian experiences related, requests for prayer, 
and prayers for specific objects. In the place of deadness and 
formality, there is now life, interest, and freedom. W e go 
away from these little gatherings feeling that Christ has been 
one o f our number. During the past year the Church has 
given about fifty rupees to the cause o f Christ. In the coming 
year they purpose to support one helper, whom they will call 
their Missionary.

I write thus fully o f the state o f the Church, for I  think it 
promises much for the future o f Christ's cause in this region. 
I f  the Church is alive and in working order, we may look for 
the blessing o f God upon the work in this beautiful valley o f 
the Krishna. When we see, as I lately have seen here, some 
of God's children so intent on the salvation o f sinners, that 
they will spend a great part of the day in talking and praying 
with some one, or when, day after day, requests for prayer are 
presented and prayers are offered in the daily meeting for 
some one soul, I look upon them as indications o f good. 
There are a few persons here now who desire to unite with 
the Church.
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In the villages around Bhuinj the Gospel has been constantly 
and faithfully preached. I  often think o f the hundreds of 
villages in this field to the north and east, where God’s word 
is not heard, where as yet there is no labourer, and I  long to 
go and tell them o f the Saviour who has died for them ; but 
I have thought it was better to undertake only so much as 
could be done well, and follow up the impressions already 
made.

W e found the people at P&nchand quite willing to listen, and 
anxious for a School. A  School has been started there, and 
preaching, once or twice a week is kept up. One man is asking 
baptism. I f  he is received he will be the first fruit from 
heathenism— we hope the first o f a great harvest to be gathered.

The inhabitants o f the proud Brahminical city o f Wai have 
been unmolested in their heathenism by us until quite lately. 
W e have now begun the attack on this stronghold. Two 
helpers have gone there to labour, and we hope to obtain a foot
hold so as to station them there permanently. A  few years ago 
our books and tracts were refused at this place, and a Christian 
labourer fled from there to save himself from injury. But 
now quite a little business o f bookselling is carried on, and 
large audiences listen daily to preaching.

I  feel that my great work here is to build up a self-support
ing, self-denying, working Church, and put the work in this 
region upon them ; also to lead the Christians here to a higher 
Christian life— an abiding life with Christ. Then God will 
prosper and bless his people, and give them the heathen for 
a possession. Then they will claim and take this country for 
Christ. W e ask the prayers o f  God's people that our helpers 
and all the Native Christians may become a holy people, that 
they may abide in Christ, and Christ in them, that they may 
bring forth much fruit.

S. R. W E LLS.
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SOLA'PU'R, CITY AND W ESTERN D ISTRICTS.

The field-which was assigned to us consists o f the city o f 
Solapur— the largest city in the Dakhan in which our Mis
sion labours— and the districts to the west, north-west, and 
to^the south as far as the Maratha language is understood. 
For this we' have a force consisting o f ourselves and five 
Assistants.

Preaching in the city has been regularly maintained. A  
number o f places have beon selected for street-preaching, and 
regularly visited throughout the year as often as twice a month, 
and during several months once every w eel. W e have no 
tangible results in conversions this year from street-preach
ing, but are well satisfied that many have gained thereby a 
fair knowledge of Christianity, and that some have become 
fully convinced that this is the only way of salvation.

Services have been maintained regularly on the sabbath, 
the morning service being directed to the wants and state o f 
the Church, and the afternoon to Hindus, of whom the attend
ance has been very encouraging.

During the rainy season Pastor Kasambhai o f Seroor visit
ed us on invitation, and gave several Kiritans. Large crowds 
assembled and listened quietly to the preaching o f the Gospel 
in song. I  am fully convinced of the efficiency of the Kirttan 
as a means o f proclaiming the Gospel. It has well stood the 
test, and proves an efficient arm in our spiritual warfare.

The state of the Church, although not what it should be, 
is much improved. The growth in spirituality is quite mani
fest in some cases.

There have been several cases o f interest, and we believe o f 
hopeful conversion, but these persons have not as yet united 
with the Church.

Two and a half months of the year have been spent in tour
ing, besides several short runs for preaching in certain places* 
o f which one to the great pilgrimage at Pandharapur was
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especially encouraging from the grand opportunities presented 
o f addressing the thousands that assemble, among whom it is 
most reasonable to suppose are some who are really seeking 
the forgiveness of their sins and the salvation o f their souls.

The sole Bible-woman we had at the beginning of the year left 
us in June, having been attracted by higher pay elsewhere. 
W e are now without, and perhaps it is as well to be so, and let 
the work among the women be left to the voluntary efforts o f 
our Christian women, many of whom have both the time and 
ability to serve the Lord in this way, and so prove their love.

Our Schools consist o f the Station School, a School among 
the leather-work»rs, and a Night School for youths and young 
men who are engaged in other duties during the day. There has 
been one conversion among our scholars, and one hopeful in
quirer.

The prospects for work are good. The great felt need in 
every department o f labour is the endowment with power from 
on high by the Holy Spirit. Brethren and Sisters, pray for 
this great blessing.

For carrying on the work in the City it has long been felt 
that a more suitable building than the one hitherto used was 
desirable. This was not so much the need o f the Church for 
a place o f worship, as the need o f the Mission" for a place 
for aggressive Evangelistic purposes— a Missionary workshop. 
During the year permission has been given to erect a plain but 
suitable building, and to raise funds for that purpose. Plans 
have been prepared and the work begun. The cost will be 
about Rs. 3,000. Of this Rs. 2,000 have been granted from 
thé contributions o f American Churches ; while for the rest we 
have to look to Christian friends in this country, or in England. 
In response to a subscription paper circulated in Solapur, 
Rs. 375 have been given. Several hundred rupees are still 
needed for this work. Any o f our Missionaries will be glad, 
I  am sure, to receive and forward any donations for this 
purpose.

W m. H EN RY ATKINSON.
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SOLA'PU'R, EASTERN DISTRICT.

W e record with gratitude the fact that during the past year 
we have not been hindered by ill-health from labouring in the 
district in which our work lies ; that district is to the north 
and east o f Solapur, embi’acing the Bars! Taluka o f the Sola- 
pur Collectorate and the south-eastern portion of the same 
district; the Akalkote Native State, and (so far as practicable) 
the Mogalai. Now, not only to this field, but to the Mission
ary work as well, it perhaps is not strange that we have been 
able to accomplish this year far less than we had hoped, and 
less than we trust may be the case in time to come. In order to 
perform Missionary labour in a large part o f the area above in
dicated, a knowledge of the Canarese language is indispensable ; 
I have therefore commenced studying it, but am not yet able to 
use it in our work. So far as anything has been attempted 
in that part of the field, it has been through the medium o f the 
Hindustani, a language in which some of our helpers can preach 
quite effectively, and which is understood by the people, in 
the towns we have visited, more extensively than Marathi. 
W e would, in this connection, call attention to the great 
necessity which exists for a Canarese-speaking Missionary to 
conduct the work in this direction.

In our tours this year we have visited especially towns in 
the Barsi Taluka, and in that part of the Mogalai near it. 
Several months o f the year have been spent in this way. 
Barsi, Wairag, and Pangri, in the Barsi Talukd; Tulzapur, 
Dharasiv, and Naldurg, in the MogaMi, have been the principal 
places visited; and in nearly every village where our tents 
have been pitched we have had good opportunities for preach
ing, and have found willing listeners. No difficulty whatever 
has been experienced in working in the Mogalai. As a general 
thing, we have been as well received and treated, and our 
message has to all appearance been as kindly heard, there as in 
the towns under English rule. It is true that in some places 
a little unfriendliness has been manifested on the part o f the
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Musalmans, but it has been shown only by words, and in seve
ral instances disappeared in the course of a few days. It 
remains to be seen whether such pleasant experience would con
tinue in case a longer tour should be taken into the Niz&n’ s 
State, and a greater length o f time be spent there. Yet this 
region cannot be regarded as other than an important, needy, 
and therefore interesting field for evangelistic effort.

A  word must be said concerning the special, and in some 
respects promising work in and near the town of Barsi, thus far 
our only outstation. Bhiwaji Darkoji, of the theological class, 
has laboured there continuously and faithfully during the year, 
and for most o f that time the people have listened readily to his 
preaching. In September, Rev. Kasam Mahamadji visited 
B£rsi with his Kirttan. Considerable interest was elicited, and 
a spirit o f inquiry began to manifest itself. This, however, did 
not continue, and since then Bhiwaji reports smaller audi
ences and less attention. On the other hand, several indivi
duals acknowledge that they are convinced o f the truth o f 
Christianity, and one man expresses a desire to become a 
Christian. The School at Barsi has maintained a feeble 
existence during the year. Caste feeling and the prejudices 
o f  the peop le  against the Christians have tended to injure it. 
Within six miles of Barsi there are nearly thirty villages, large 
and small. Bhiwaji has preached in almost all o f these during 
the year, a greater or less number o f times.

In  the Report o f last year, mention was made of a man 
living at Dhotra, six miles east o f Barsi, formerly a Guru 
am on g  the Mh£ngs, who. was then thinking o f Christianity. 
He has kept up intercourse with us during the year, and in 
December we visited his village and administered the rite o f 
baptism to four— this man (Ramji), his mother, wife, and 
sister. Three others residing in other villages have since 
been baptized; others still have been examined for baptism 
but advised to wait; while interest in Christianity and a 
spirit of inquiry are spreading thoughout the whole circle 
of Ramji’ s former followers, who are scattered all through this
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region. Ramji says that it will be his fault if they are not 
all brought to the truth, and it is his prayer that they all 
may be. He shows much zeal and an excellent spirit in 
his efforts to teach them. W e hope ere long to see these new 
converts gathered into a Church by themselves. A t present 
they are not connected with any Church.

The work o f the Bible-women at SoMpiir has, owing to a 
variety o f causes, been quite irregular, and not altogether satis
factory- A t times they have not received their full pay, and at 
other times we have hardly felt that they were entitled to what 
they did get. W e are inclined to fear that were it not for the pay 
they would make no efforts at all to reach the heathen women. 
One effect of the employment o f  these women on pay seems 
to be to repress Christian activity, which might otherwise be 
developed on the part o f other women in the Church. Under 
these circumstancesjwe cannot but regard the question o f their 
further employment as an open one.

CHARLES W . PARK.
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DONATIONS, &c.

The following Donations received during the past year are gratefully 
acknowledged.

Rs. a. p-
A . Bosanquet, Esq.............................................................. 300 0 0
H . B. Boswell, Esq............................................................ 100 0 0
Major T. Candy ................................................................. 50 0 0
Mrs. Harrison...................................................................... 20 0 0
T. Bosanquet, Esq.............................................................. 300 0 0
Gomabai1............................................................................... 19 8 0
Maternal Association, Ahmednuggur......................... 4 8 0
Ladies at Ahmednuggur for Mrs. Bissell’s School. 182 0 0
Rev. S. B. M isai................................................................. 2 0 0
Capt. Geo. W . Oldham.................................................... 100 0 0
H . H ......................................................................................... 100 0 0
E. D. Stead, Esq................................................................. 30 0 0
Dr. H. V. Carter..................................... i.......................... 100 0 0
Alex. Johnstone, Esq......................................................... 40 0 0
Mr. J. Lodge ...................................................................... 10 0 0
R. T. Webb, Esq.................................................................. 100 0 0
Col. J. Field ...................................................................... 25 0 0
L. H . B. Tucker, Esq......................................................... 50 0 0
Col. Wahab ........................................................................... 30 0 0
Dr. C. Joynt ...................................................................... 25 0 0
X . A . D ................................................................................... 40 0 0
Mr. J. T itte rs ...................................................................... 15 0 0
Mr. W . Thompson............................................................. 2 0 0
L. A ......................................................................................... 15 0 0

For new Chapel ai Soldpür.

Rs. Rs.
T. B .....................................  200 T. H. D.....................   10
C. Hay .............................. 50 A . V . Yibart.....................  5
L. H . B ..............................  50 J. Edwards.......................... 3
E. Cordeaux.....................  50 H. W . Joseph ................. 2
W . J. S.............................  5

BOMBAT : FEINTED AT THE EDUCATION SOCIETY’ S PEESS, BYCUIiA.


