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M O T H E R S : T H E IR  D U T IE S  AND R E S P O N S IB IL IT IE S .

C O NCLUDING P A R T .

T h e last words o f  the precept, considered in our previous rem arks, 
are not less pregnant with m eaning than the first: “ Train up a child 
in the way he should go . ”  H e must not be allowed to walk in his 
own way. H e must not be permitted to do so even after the parent’s 
first attem pts to guide him aright have failed. Foolishness is bound up 
in the heart o f  a ch ild ; and it is the parent’s duty, and not least that 
o f  the m other, both to com m ence early, and to prosecute firmly, and  
to the 'last, the task o f driving it out. This is the more necessary, 
because in m ost cases, there are powerful agencies in operation that 
tend to neutralize her efforts. Children learn from each o th e r; and  
the evil exam ple o f a com panion may greatly increase a  m other’s diffi
culties, and demand greater watchfulness and severer measures.

T h e indulgent m other may sometimes be inclined to spare her child, 
when obedience is painful to him, and when she perceives that his 
obstinate resistance will render greater severity necessary. B ut to  
yield to  the feeling would be a sinful and fatal weakness. God does 
not afflict H is children willingly; yet, in love, he notwithstanding often  
does afflict them ; and the m other must, in such a case, be like G od. 
She must afflict herself by being severe on her child. B y yielding 
o n ce , she would teach him to think that she might be successfully  
resisted, and even defeated. One such victory over her would en courage  
him to exp ect another. H e would thus becom e m ore and more dis
obedient: and in proportion to his disobedience his disregard o f her would 
also be. H e r want o f resolution to inflict a little necessary uneasiness 
at the first might thus lead to evils o f  the most serious kind, till it 
ended in rendering him one o f those who neither “ fear God nor regard  
m an .”  Strictness at the outset is m ercy and love, while unfaithful 
indulgence is the highest degree o f cruelty.

A  m other’s influence, to  be effective, must be com plete, constant, 
and unyielding. H er child must be so acquainted with its force as 
never to think o f  disputing, but only how he may obey. And, if he 
has been judiciously trained, he will obey; not with the grudging  
fear o f  a  slave, nor in the dull spirit o f passive obedience, but with a  
prom pt and cheerful mind, as becom es one who knows he is the beloved 
child o f  a  beloved m other, whom he feels to be both good and wise. 
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L e t it not be imagined, however, that in thus speaking o f  a  m other’s 
unbending authority, we would dissuade her from indulging her little 
o n e  in every thing that is proper. W e  have no sympathy with the  
father in the western world, who, on his child’s arriving at the age  
o f  eleven months, resolved that he should thenceforth cease to use the 
nutrim ent that nature had provided; and who, accordingly, when hunger 
impelled his child to look, as before, to a m other’s bosom for his usual 
food, sternly presented to him a piece o f  bread, n or would allow 
aught else. Such rapid ch ange, when no moral evil is involved, is 
preposterous and sinful. T h e Benign R u ler o f all does n ot a c t  in 
this m anner. All the changes in the course o f  his providential sway 
are effected by slow d egrees; and that father was acting in contrariety  
to" H is exam ple. F a r  from  approving o f such unreasonable severity, 
we, on the contrary, think the m other ought to show the utmost co n 
sideration for the proper wishes o f her child. L e t  her sym pathize  
with him in all his little joys and sorrow s; reward him when g o o d ; 
and take an interest even in his amusements. She will thereby greatly  
strengthen her influence over him. B u t while she manifests a co n 
siderate and judiciously regulated affection, never let her perm it him 
to  dispute her just authority. T h e m ost unbending and unceasing  
energy must still be employed, as he advances from childhood to youth, 
and from youth to m anhood, to eradicate any seeds o f  imm oral habits 
that m ay threaten to  take root in his mind.

A s a  p ro o f o f a  m other’s power, and an exam ple o f what she may 
•do, as well as o f  what m ay sometim es be required o f her towards her 
child, even when approaching m anhood, the following instance may be 
given. T h e mother was a widow, and the child her only son. “ W hen  
a  young m an, he said or did something highly im proper, in the presence  
o f  his sister and a cousin, both young ladies. H is m other told him 
o f  his fault mildly and kindly, and requested him to  make an apology 
to  the girls. H e declined. She insisted: he refused. She next re
quested him to go with her to his cham ber, which was in the third 
story. H e  complied. On reaching it, coolly taking the key, she 
to ld  him, that she would lock  the door, and he should neither see her 
face, nor receive food, till he submitted. T h e next day she called out 
a t the door o f  the prisoner, ‘M y son, are you ready to comply with 
my req u est?’ ‘N o , m other.’ T h e second day, the same question was 
asked, and the sam e answer received. T h e third day she went to  the 
tloor, and said, ‘Jam es, you think that, by holding out thus, your m other 
will yield, and com e to your te rm s; but you do not know her. I  am  
in the path o f  duty. I  must obey God, and I  dare not yield to y o u .’ 
T h a t evening he would have sent a message to  his m other, but he 
had no messenger. On the fourth day, in answer to her question, he 
promised to do whatever she required. She opened the door, and her 
pale, sickly-lookirig boy em braced her with tears, asked her pardon,
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and submitted to her requisition.”  H e  has since been seen to  shed 
tears o f gratitude over that decision and faithfulness; and to assert, with 
the utm ost confidence, that it was this firmness in his widowed m other 
that saved him from irrevocable ruin.

T o  some, such procedure may appear too harsh; but let it be rem em 
bered that the cause o f the severity lay, not with the mother, but with 
the boy. I t  was a critical juncture with h im ; and at his age, when 
his ch aracter was in the act of being formed for life, stringent measures 
were necessary. Besides, harsh though it was, the results were salutary. 
N o r have we any reason to believe that the effect o f his m other’s 
weakly permitting his offence to remain unreproved and u ncorrected , 
had she done so, would have been other than her son himself, after 
matured reflection, believed it would have been— fatal to his ch aracter, 
and conducive to his eternal ruin.

3 . T h e Mother must, in all things, be careful to act consistently, and  
to set a good example before her children.

E xam p le  is the great T each er. H en ce we have reason to believe it 
was, that our Saviour himself exemplified in his life the precepts he 
inculcated . Training is not confined to the lessons in books, or to the 
instructions that proceed from the lips. A  child is influenced far 
m ore by what he sees, than by any thing he hears. A  m other’s life—  
her principles, and habits, and general demeanour— forms his m ost influ
ential lesson. It is one too, that is in continual operation ; unceasingly, 
though silently, from morning till night, elaborating its effects, for good  
or for evil. Even  grown persons are greatly influenced by e xam p le : 
but a child is peculiarly susceptible to its moulding power. H is appre
hension in his early years is extrem ely quick. T o  trust to a m other’s 
guidance, and to imitate a m other’s example, are instincts implanted 
in his nature by the all-wise C reator, for the very purpose o f his learning 
to think and to act. H e will in consequence imitate her. F o r  a m other, 
therefore, to attem pt to induce him to go along the narrow path, while 
she walks in the broad, is utterly vain. She must lead the way. In  
vain will she warn him against selfish indulgence, if she herself yields 
to it. In vain will she tell him o f the folly of finery, o f personal 
vanity, o f ambition, and respect of persons, if he sees her delighting 
in fine dresses, com placently contem plating her person in a m irror, or 
manifesting high deference towards ‘the great,’ while she shows little 
regard for the excellent o f  the earth in an humbler position. I f  she 
can not govern herself, she cannot be a guide to him. I f  she is at times 
passionate and unreasonable, she need not be surprised if he is turbulent 
and undutiful. I f  she punishes him in a passion, because he beat a 
little brother or sister, she may expect that such punishment, counten
ancing, as by its similarity it does, his own con du ct, will rather prom pt 
to a repetition o f  the evil than deter from it. I f  she fails to manifest, 
in any respect, a duteous bearing, she need not hope for it in him.
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T h e  following incident in a m other’s history may serve *o  illustrate  
th e  subject. She had a family o f  three daughters, interesting but 
unconverted. T h e venerable pastor, with an elder, calling one day 
in the course o f  his ministerial visits, affectionately asked the m other, 
who was lam enting to  him the im penitent state o f  her daughters, if  
she was conscious o f having faithfully discharged her duty towards 
them . She replied, that she believed she h ad ; that she had admonished them , 
and prayed for them , until all her efforts seemed to do no good. She 
at the sam e tim e expressed great anxiety for them , and begged they 
m ight be m ade the subject o f prayer. A  few days after, when the 
n arrator o f  the acco u n t was present, a  lady o f their acquaintance made 
a  fashionable call. She sat a  few minutes, and on her rising to depart,
M rs . -------- , the m other, very warmly urged her to sit longer. She
d eclin ed ; and as she left, M rs. --------  expressed the hope that they
should have the pleasure o f  seeing her often. T h e  hall door had scarcely  
closed when the m other turned round, and, in the presence o f  her 
daughters, with a petulant air, i(wondered how people could find  so much 
time to walk about the streets, and trouble their neighbours. ”  “ H e re , 
thought I ,”  adds the n arrator, “ it is no difficult thing to see why Ht 
does no good ’ for the m other to  ltalk about religion ’ to  her daughters. 
A nd  I thought it must be impious m ockery for that m other to pray  
for the conversion o f  her children, while she continued to set before 
them  such an exam p le.”

L e t  every m other then, watch over h ers e lf ;  for her con du ct is watched  
and imitated by her children. T h e  precept o f  the Apostle is peculiarly  
incum bent on h e r :— “ W hatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are  
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are o f  good re p o rt ; if there be 
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things.”  In  
practising them she trains her child to  do the sam e.

B u t there is another serious evil resulting from inconsistency. Child
ren , as was observed, are formed by nature, quick to note exam ple  
in order that they m ay im itate it. B u t they are likewise eagle-eyed
to  m ark any incongruity between p recept and p ractice. A  father’s
principles and p ractice  in conducting his affairs may be out o f  the 
child ’s sight, as they may also, for a tim e, be above his com p reh en sion ; 
but a m other’s general dem eanour, and her m anagem ent o f  the family 
co n cern s, are open to  him, and will soon be closely scrutinized. C o n 
sistency o r inconsistency will be keenly noted. N o r is a child easily 
deceived. I f  he sees his m other uniformly influenced in all her con d u ct 
by those grand principles o f  religion which she endeavours to  im press
on him , he will involuntarily venerate and love her, and attend the
m ore cheerfully to  all her lessons. B u t if, on  the con trary , in her 
con d u ct, or even in word o r look, she co n trad icts  her own instructions, 
and transgresses her own rules, her influence over him will becom e  
alm ost powerless. In  vain will she, to avoid this result, endeavour
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to appear good, unless she really is so. N othing shocks and annoys 
a child m ore, on its first o ccu rren ce , than to behold caprice and passion 
influencing a parent, instead o f those principles o f  the Gospel held out 
as a  rule to him self; or to witness im proper irregularities where he 
looked for the exhibition o f  the calm consistency o f  an upright, affec
tionate, and uniformly judicious demeanour. It puzzles him, and  
leads him to doubt the value o f the moral lessons he has received, 
when they are thus outraged in such a quarter. H e may probably 
think they are only “ talk .”  O r if he believes in their excellen ce, he 
must cease to venerate her who gave th em ; and for the future be 
m ore likely to  despise or pity, than respect h e r :— a most fatal re s u lt!

W h at a sad preparation is this for one who is soon to enter on 
the business o f life !— to be trained to disregard the ‘law o f his m other,’ 
and the com m andm ents o f his G od ; and to consider self-indulgence 
the grand end o f life! H ow  watchful over herself ought the m other  
to  b e ; and how careful, if she values the soul o f her child, to free 
herself from every thing, that may lead him thus to e r r !

4 . P rayer— persevering , earnest and believing— is also the indispensable 
duty o f  every Christian Mother.

This, though mentioned last, is not the least in im portance. T h e  
m other has the care  o f  an imm ortal being. Such a responsible charge  
calls for prayer. T h at young imm ortal inherits from his parents a  
sinful nature, while G od exp ects that, through their instrumentality, 
his nature shall be renew ed, and their child m ade H is own. This also 
calls for prayer. T h e  m other herself is liable to err, both in her own 
con du ct, and in the m easures she adopts to benefit her child. This  
is another call for prayer to H im  from whom alone grace  and wisdom  
can  co m e. Fin ally , she is assured that whatever good thing she asks  
shall be granted. Such  assurance makes it sinful to neglect prayer. 
B y  prayer she may be so fitted for her duties, and so abundantly blessed 
in the discharge o f  them, as to have cause to say with a grateful heart, 

“ I can  do all things through Christ who strengtheneth m e .”
In all her efforts in behalf o f  her child, therefore, the Christian  

mother will ask the blessing o f  Him  whose promise it especially is to  
change the heart. N o r will she cease, even should the desired answer 
be delayed. I f  she perceives that C hrist is not yet formed in the soul 
o f  her child, she will just pray with the m ore earn estn ess:— for hirn, 
that he may be adopted into G od’s fam ily; for herself, that she may be 
guided aright in her m easures to secure that consum m ation.

T h ere  are probably few parents who do not pray for their children. 
B u t many hardly believe that God will pay any regard to  their requests. 
Others do not seem to be at all conscious o f the dread danger that 
awaits an unconverted child. H en ce  their prayers are not what G od  
loves to  answer. T o  be successful the m other must have the earnest-



ness and energy that will not take a denial. She m ust be like the 
Syrophenician w om an who went to our L ord  exclaim ing, “ M y child, 
my child, she is sore vexed with a devil; have m ercy  upon h e r :”  and  
who would not depart till she obtained the m ercy she sought. I f  your child, 
Christian m other, were seized with a dangerous bodily distemper, would 
you not be intensely an xiou s? T h e  physician would be sum m oned. 
Y o u  would yourself willingly watch by his bed all the n ig h t; n or would 
you allow yourself enjoyment in any thing till he was restored. All 
this you would do because you were convinced o f  his d a n g er; and  
believed that by proper m eans he might be restored. B u t is it n ot a  
truth that your impenitent child, is suffering under a  disease which, 
if not rem oved, must term inate, none can  say how soon, in eternal 
death ? W h y  then, should you not call in the aid o f  the heavenly Phy
sic ia n ; and entreat him to manifest his wisdom and p ow er; while, a t  
the sam e tim e, you implicitly observe all his p rescrip tions?

She who acts  not thus must, in reality, disbelieve the grand doctrines  
o f  the G ospel. T h e idea may not be a pleasant one, but it is just? 
and may therefore be m entioned. E very  unconverted child, as has been  
observed, who can understand the simple truth o f the Gospel is, in a  
sense, suspended by a slender cord over the m outh o f the dreadful p i t : 
and who can  say how soon the frail support m ay be cut in twain ? 
Surely, were the m other convinced o f his awful danger, she would be 
m ore energetic in her efforts. L ike the woman o f C an aan  she would 
go to  the great and good P hysician , taking her child with her, and say, “ M y  
child, my beloved and im m ortal child ! L o rd , have m ercy on h im ; and, 
by saving him, have m ercy also on m e .”

This is what many m others d o ; and wonderful often have been the 
answers which they received to their prayers. T heir children, in not a  
few instances, have been early imbued with the spirit o f  piety and o f  
sweet obedience. T h ey have grown up as tender plants o f  righteous
ness, planted and sedulously watered by the L ord  himself. In other  
instances, though, from  various causes, disobedience and disorderliness 
appeared for a  greater or less num ber o f  years, yet in the end have- 
the m other’s prayers prevailed.

T h e  case o f  the pious N ew ton is well known. W h en  a child, his 
devout m other often withdrew with him to her c lo s e t ; and there, placing  
her hands on his head, with all a m other’s earnest affection, she would 
supplicate the divine blessing upon him. T h at m other died while he 
was but a  boy. Y e a rs  passed o n ; and in the giddy waywardness o f  
youth, often was he tempted to a c t  a  very inconsistent part. L ik e  
the prodigal, he left his father’s house. A ssociating with depraved  
com panions, he indulged for a  series o f  years in alm ost every w ick
edness— often, indeed, becom ing the tem pter o f  others to evil. Y e t  
he never lost the rem em brance o f  his m others’ prayers, nor ceased to
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cherish an affectionate reverence for her mem ory. Often in the midst 
o f  his midnight revels did he imagine he felt the pressure o f  her soft 
hand upon his head, as he was wont to do when in her closet, in the 
days o f his childhood: and he almost believed he heard her voice saying  
to him, “ O do not this wickedness, my son, nor sin against G od .”  
H e r earnest petitions were at last granted, long after she was in her 
grave. H e not only becam e a devoted Christian himself, but, as a  
minister o f  the Gospel, was honoured greatly to  build up the R ed eem er’s 
C h u rch ; while even now, “ being dead, he yet speaketh”  in his works.

Such instances have not been unfrequent; nor are there wanting  
cases in which a m other’s prayers have received a full and speedier, 
as well as equally rem arkable, answer. A n amiable young m an, the  
only son o f  his widowed m other, on com ing o f  age, began to mingle 
with gay society, and to indulge in the dissipations o f  fashionable life. 
H is m other’s watchful eye perceived his danger. She pointed out to  
him the ruin both o f soul and body that must follow, and used every 
argum ent and entreaty to convince h im ; but in vain. One day, when, 
in consequence o f his having engaged to join a joyous party, she bad 
been thus reasoning with him, he said, as an answer to all she had 
advanced, “ M other I  will g o .”  “ T hen I ,”  she replied, “ will retire to  
my closet and pray for you, till I  see you ag ain .”  H e went to the  
party, and she to the throne o f  grace . H e could find no enjoym ent. 
T h e idea o f his m other’s wrestling with God for him on her knees, 
haunted h im ; and, unable to bear the con trast afforded by his present 
position, he went h o m e ; and finding his m other engaged in prayer, 
he knelt beside her— fell on her neck— and from that day forward was 
all a  pious m other could wish.— Such are often the effects o f a p arent’s 
prayers. Y e s , Christian m other, there is efficacy in them . W ith  all 
your efforts unite p ray er; and to prayer join vigorous effort; and 
then you can n o t fail to find that God regards in love both you and  
your ch ild ; and is m ost truly the hearer and answerer o f prayer.

I I I .  W e  proceed to notice the Responsibility o f  Mothers. T h e tenor 
o f our preceding rem arks, however, have unavoidably been such as 
10 render it unnecessary to enlarge on this branch o f the subject. 
In treating o f  their D uties, and o f the results o f  faithfulness or neglect, 
o ccasional allusion to their Responsibilities could not be altogether 
avoided. Our rem arks therefore will be brief, and refer to F o u r  p o in ts : 
— a m other’s Responsibility to God , to her Child , to Society, and in re
ference to her own welfare.

1. A  M other must answer to G od fo r  the right training o f  her child .—  
B y  creation and by H is providential care , her child is certainly the child  
o f G o d ; and H e has laid on her the duty o f doing her utm ost to m ake 
him H is child by Redem ption also. T h e divine blessing will be upon  
her endeavours. If, however, no adequate effort is made to secure
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this end, and her child be lost, she has deprived God o f  one o f  the 
mem bers o f  his redeem ed family. I f  she trains him not for heaven, 
she, in reality, surrenders him to the E n em y o f  souls. She lessens 
the num ber o f  the subjects o f  the H oly G od, to swell that o f  S atan ’s 
slaves. She so far renders the sufferings o f  the R ed eem er futile by 
causing, through her n eglect, the loss o f  her child.

T his may be little thought o f  n ow ; but the hour o f  death, or, at 
least, the solemn realities o f  the judgm ent day, will show it in all its im
p ortan ce. I f  the child is lost, what will she say in reply to the question  
— W h at have you done with that creature o f  mine— the child whom  
I  entrusted to you to educate for m e, but who is not to be found am ong  
those at my right hand ?— T h ere can  be no distress in heaven, yet we 
can  hardly help im agining that overwhelming anguish m ust for a time 
be hers, a t the thought that, but for her neglect, her child might have 
been in bliss as well as herself, instead o f being a w retched outcast, 
plunged in woe unutterable. I  have read o f  a m other who was weak  
enough to yield to her sick child, in his wishes not to take the m edicines  
repeatedly prescribed by the physician. N o r had she the cou rage to  
tell the latter, on his expressing surprize at the usual effects not follow
ing the m edicines, that they had not been used. T h e result was that 
the child, in a  short tim e, died. Agony filled the soul o f that foolish 
m other, when, as the consequence o f  her own crim inal weakness, she 
saw her child stretched out a pale corp se. C onscien ce told her that 
by her sinful indulgence, she had herself killed h im ; and she then, 
when too  late, confessed her folly. B u t what is the death of the frail 
body, to the eternal destruction o f  the imperishable soul? T h e future 
world in its mighty con trast o f  an eternity o f  bliss inconceivable and  
o f  misery inexpressible, can  alone declare the infinite difference. Christ
ian m other, if you would avoid all cause o f future anguish for evils 
that must be for ever irremediable, constantly a ct tow ards your child 
now , as you shall wish you had done when you stand before the G reat 
Ju d g e .— This leads us to notice that,

2 . A  M other's relative position imposes a  solemn responsibility in re fe r
ence to her  C h i l d .— F ro m  her he inherits a  morally tainted n atu re; 
tainted the m ore perhaps, that she has herself indulged in som e p ar
ticular evil. W h e n , therefore, she may thus be said to have injured 
him , she is bound, in justice, as well as by affection, to  endeavour, by 
watchful ca re , to m ake reparation. H e greatly needs assistance. W e  
are disposed to  associate nothing but inn ocence with our idea o f  a  
c h ild ; yet, in his nature, are the seeds o f  innumerable evils. A nd, as 
she is especially bound to  strive to  eradicate them , who but she can  
be expected  to employ the affectionate watchfulness and unwearying  
diligence required? T h e task is difficult; it may often be p ainful; and  
it must be long co n tin u e d : but results o f  infinite im portance may 
follow ; while, on the other hand, if neglected, he may perish. H ad
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she conveyed to him some hereditary bodily disease only, with what 
continued anxiety would she have sought out, and employed, the m eans 
o f  m astering and expelling i t ! Surely, less ought not to be done to 
rem ove the diseases o f the immortal soul. Besides, H e  who informs 
her o f  his danger and her own duty, informs her also o f the means that 
will without fail effect a com plete cure, and renew his soul. She 
might not be able to rem ove his bodily distem per; but there is a great 
Physician, as has already been observed, who is both able and willing 
to cure every spiritual ailment. T his, while a rich source o f  hope 
and com fort, farther increases her responsibility. She has but to  ask, 
to obtain. H ave com passion, then, Christian M other, on your child. 
T h at sweet babe, over whom you may often bend in fond affection, has 
a soul capable o f enjoying, in the end, all the bliss, that fills to over
flowing the family o f God, already in heaven. H e possesses in his nature, 
the embryo seeds o f an excellence that can  be elevated till he attains 
the dignified and glorious position o f an equal, perhaps, a superior, o f  
an gels: and that lofty grandeur you may secure to him. Is not this 
deserving o f an effort? W h at responsibility is y o u rs!— B u t if you are  
rem iss, he may sink in everlasting ruin, to exist for ever in misery unmin
gled, hopeless, unutterable ! H ow  solemnizing, then, is your position !

3 .  A  M other is also responsible to the C h u r c h  and to S o c i e t y  f o r  the 
religious training o f  her child.— W e  have been speaking o f  what he 
m ay be in heaven; but, if she does her duty, he may also be eminently 
useful on earth. H e may now be only a thoughtless child, without 
a  care  about to-m orrow , or any thing in the w orld ; but early imbue 
his mind, as it is able to receive them , with the holy precepts o f the 
G ospel, and as he grows up, he will be a temple in which God the 
Holy Spirit resides. H e may be employed as an agent to effect G od’s 
benign purposes, by preparing many for bliss. I f  you teach him ever 
to honour G od, God will honour him. H e may exalt him to some station  
o f high political influence, in which he can  diffuse happiness throughout 
the wide-spread family o f man. Or, he may be a man o f  genius, san c
tified by g ra ce ; and, by m eans o f his writings, be a  light o f the world, 
a  restorer o f public sentiment to a healthy and holy state, and preserve 
it so, through many successive generations. I f  all M others were only 
dutiful, what a different aspect would the world soon p re se n t! L e t  the 
number o f  faithful m others be increased, and the number o f  virtuous 
and excellent citizens will speedily be multiplied.

B u t even should he n ot attain to high worldly em inence, by station  
or by talents, he will still, be his sphere what it may, exert an influ
en ce  on those around him. H ow  im portant then that such influence 
be employed in the right c a u s e ; and that he be ever a  blessing, n ot a  
cu rse— not a  U pas tree— to so cie ty ; and it is mothers chiefly who m ust 
effect this. M others indeed may be truly said to have the destiny o f  
the world in their hands. T h e  world will soon exhibit that ch aracter, 
Vol. V Il— No. 12. Q 3
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be it good o r evil, which they now impress on  the rising generation. 
T h eir influence is thus incalculable, and their responsibility must be 
great in proportion. W ell for the world would it be, did they all
learn to appreciate it justly, and a c t accordingly.

4 .  What a M other owes herself is another source o f  responsibility.— She 
is bound to attend to  her own true happiness, both here and hereafter, 
and, consequently, to  all the m eans o f  prom oting it. B u t nothing facil
itates this m ore than a  faithful discharge o f  d u ty ; especially when she 
is evidently favoured with the divine blessing. And that this will be 
given, she may reasonably hope. H e r efforts may be exp ected  to form  
children who, in a  few years, will be to her a  stay and com fort. T h eir
affectionate attentions will ch eer, and their prayers bring down a rich er
blessing on her. T h e care  she now bestows in preparing them for 
success and honour in life, they will repay in her declining years. Such  
is the arrangem ent o f  Provid ence. H ow  gladdening must it be to  the  
aged, and, perhaps widowed, m other, to  see herself surrounded by 
children, affectionate, pious, and dutiful! H ow  delightful to  behold 
them  walking in love and holiness, as Christ also w alked; influenced 
by H is S p irit ; and blessed with eternal life ! H ow  greatly must the 
view establish her faith, and ro o t her in the love o f  G od ! E v e n  her 
children’s children m ay, by their happy, innocent prattle, remind her o f  
by-gone days, and add to  her joys and her holy gratitude.

B u t all earthly happiness is short-lived: and it becom es us, farther, 
to  consider the blissful period when she and her children shall be “ a  
family in h eaven .”  H ow  cheering to  a m other, to be able to  indulge 
the rapturous thought, that she and hers will soon dwell together in 
those happy m ansions, which the R ed eem er hath gone before to  prepare  
for th e m ; and w here, in the society o f  each  other, they shall also ever 
be with their L o r d ! C ontrast with this the gloom and oppressing  
sorrow s that await the unfaithful m other, when she looks around on 
her disorderly and vicious, perhaps, her ruined, ch ild ren ; and finds, in 
their undutifulness, cause o f  just and keen reproach  against h erself; 
and then say, whether the reward o f  duty does n ot infinitely exceed  
the am ount o f  labour and care  the pious m other has expended.

B u t enough has been said to  show that a m other’s duty is m ost im
p ortan t, noble, and responsible. W e  shall, therefore, in Conclusion, 
add only a few words m ore, by way o f  encouragem ent.

G od him self promises success.— T o  the precep t already quoted he has 
added the prom ise, “ W h en  he is old he will not depart from it .”  L e t  
n on e distrust that prom ise. God is n ot capricious, to fulfil it to  one, 
and fail to  others. M any indeed, m ay object that the children even 
o f  pious parents have often trodden the paths o f  folly and sham e: and  
they may refer to  the case o f  E li ’s sons, and to that o f  Adonijah, the 
son o f  D avid. T h ese exam ples, however, can n o t, with propriety, be



adduced in objection here. B efore any ju st inference can  be m ade 
from them , we would first require to know  the ch aracter o f  their 
m others. T h e children o f  men em inent in m oral excellence and piety 
have indeed often been undutiful. The fathers— occupied, perhaps, in 
high political transactions, or labouring in the ministerial duties o f  the 
Gospel— were unable to attend both to the public welfare, and to the 
con cern s o f  their own families. Such, there is reason to believe, 
were E li  and David. B u t the wickedness o f  their sons, instead o f  
being any evidence that God was indisposed to a c t  according to the 
above scriptural declaration, rather gives us reason to fear that the  
wife o f  E li , and the m other o f  Adonijah were “ careless w om en.”  
W hile the fathers could not, these probably would not, give due re 
gard to  the training o f their children.— Obedience to the divine co m 
mand is indispensable to the fulfilment o f  the Divine prom ises. L e t  
the m other then be dutiful, and take courage. God is faithful. E m p loy  
his own appointed m eans, and H e will never fail to bless them .

T h e Success that has attended the efforts o f  others is also a ground  
o f  en couragem ent.— W e  have had occasion  to refer to  this alread y: 
and the fact that children, by m eans o f  due training, have so often  
advanced in a gradual, but perceptible, growth to the full stature o f  
spiritual m anhood, is a powerful encouragem ent to  every parent. “M y  
son has never wilfully given me half an hour’s uneasiness,”  was the 
rem ark made to a relative, by the father o f  an em inent m inister in 
D urham .— N o r is the fact that even children with strong passions, 
whom no care  seem ed able to guide aright, and who had gone fear
fully astray, have, in the end— perhaps after many struggles— been made 
all that the m other’s prayers desired, a small one. Augustine, not
withstanding the persevering efforts o f  his m other, lived in sin up to  
his twenty-eighth y e a r ; but he then becam e a  new man, and lived to  
be one o f  the brightest ornam ents o f  the Christian church. T h e emin
e n t C ecil, was, for years, inclined to infidelity. H is  m other, however, 
far from despairing, persevered in doing her duty towards him. She  
“ would talk to m e ,”  he says, “ and weep as she talked. I  flung out 
o f  the house, with an o a th ; but I  wept too when I  had got into the 
stree t.” — Y e t  this disobedient son was, at last made to  yield ; and  
becam e, as a minister o f  the Gospel, one o f  the lights o f  the world.

E xam p les, if  necessary, could be multiplied without limit.— T ak e  
cou rage, then, Christian M others. Y o u  have G od’s sure p rom ise; and  
you have likewise its realization in the experience o f  many who have 
gone before you, for your encouragem ent. B e  n ot faithless, but be
lieving. Y o u r difficulties are  great and trying; but infinitely great is 
H e  who is on your side. T rusting in H is g race , go forward in the 
path o f  duty, and “ in due season you shall reap, if you faint n o t .”

G .
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Selcctefc

ON IN S A N IT Y  IN  SU PPO SED  C O N N EC TIO N  W IT H  R ELIG IO N .*

T h a t  mental derangement may origin
a te  in superstition or fanaticism— by 
either of which, behind a visor of re
ligious zeal, all sobriety of mind is in
vaded, to the interruption of social 
and domestic duties— will be under
stood by those who know that insani
ty, in the predisposed, may arise from 
any cause which excites, at the same 
time that it agitates, the mind. But 
that true religion —  which removes 
doubts and distractions, explains our 
duties and reconciles us to them, 
and teaches that all things work 
together for good to them that love 
God, and thus not only guides, but 
supports us, as we toil through the 
w eary maze of life ; which, in every 
pursuit, demands moderation and me
thod, and calms every rising storm 
of the passions— that true religion 
should be productive of insanity is 
not easily credible, and would re
quire the clearest evidence. W hen, 
from French physicians, we learn 
that before the Revolution a large 
proportion of the insane of France  
were monks, we cannot draw any 
conclusion in favour of the opinion 
that religion causes insanity, from 
the fact of its prevalence among a

class of men over whom supersti
tion domineered.! And it would be 
equally unfair to conclude that we 
are to trace insanity to true religion, 
because evidences of monomania are 
to be discovered among fanatics at 
home, who have mistaken unequivo
cal symptoms of hysteria, or the inar
ticulate growlings of enthusiasm, for 
manifestations of the Holy Spirit.

In a  person devoted to religion, 
who may have become insane, it is 
desirable, as in every other case of 
insanity, to ascertain what faculty, 
affection, or sentiment, is primitively 
disordered. If  we find that all right 
religious feeling is in abeyance, while, 
through exaggerated pride, vanity, sel
fishness, or imaginativeness, the mind 
becomes deranged, surely the case 
ought not to be ranked under the 
head of madness from religion.

Prejudice is never stronger than 
against those who, from having been 
worldly, become religious. No change 
is less agreeable, not even a change 
from respectability of conduct to the 
sort of profligacy which defies public 
opinion, than that which leads a man, 
whose previous motives were of a 
purely secular kind, to make the at-

* From Essays on partial Derangement of Mind, in supposed connection with 
'Religion. By J .  Cheyne, m. d ., & c. The selected portion is slightly abridged.

•f This remark might have received a more extensive application. The people 
of France, generally, but especially the Parisian populace, aTe not remarkable for 
their piety. A thoughtless yet selfish levity forms the chief feature in their char
acter. Yet in Paris alone, during the year 1834, as Esquirol informs us (M ental 
Maladies), there were .574 cases of suicide; and the suicide is always to be consid
ered insane. Religion could not be the cause of these. On the contrary, it might 
easily be shown that it is owing to the want of Religion, that unhallowed passions,
and dread and despair, destroy so many victims Dr. John Webster also observes
(Medical Times), ‘How frequent is lunacy in Paris! During the last Revolution a 
great number lost their reason; the bouleversement produced a most lamentable effect; 
and the same thing happened in former times. In Napoleon’s reign there were at one 
time ] 5 Louis Eighteenths in the Bicetre.’ The wicked fear, but perfect peace will 
ever be with the man whose mind is stayed on God.— E d , M. C. I.
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tainment of the kingdom of God his 
first object, by which he necessarily 
rises in the moral scale. That any 
one, formerly on our own level, 
should take, or affect to take, higher 
ground, offends our self-love: “he is 
too good for me,” may generally be 
translated, “he rebukes me by pain
fully reminding me of his superiority 
of principle.” H ence it frequently 
happens that when a man really 
turns to God, first he is represent
ed as a hypocrite, then a fool, and, 
last of all, a madman. That his mo
tives and his judgment will be ar
raigned, every neophyte may expect, 
as being matter of uniform experi
ence ; and that madness is a con
sequence of divine teaching is a 
conclusion which is as old as the 
days of Portius Festus.

■ So prevalent is the notion that re
ligion leads to derangement of the 
mind, that when an individual first 
betrays symptoms of insanity, the 
question is often asked— “Is he a 
saint?” And if it be admitted that 
he is a man of piety, it is probable 
that no further explanation of the 
calamity will be sought after. If, on 
the contrary, it appears that his re
ligion has been merely a decent 
respect paid to a code of approved 
observances, then a further inquiry 
into causes will probably enter into 
the gossip of the hour. W e knew  
an instance in which this point was 
treated in the following manner, 
by two ladies who were sitting in 

judgment upon a poor governess who 
had become very eccentric. “Pray,”
said one present, “is Miss ------- very
religious ?” “ By no means,” was the 
an sw er; “she is just proper.” Upon 
which reply being made, and one 
of the chief supposed^causes of in
sanity thus set aside, the ladies in
vestigated the parentage, habits, and 
misfortunes of the young w om an; 
and, after some talk, the cause of

her insanity— for such it proved—  
was settled to their satisfaction.

If a person who has been brought 
under religious influence becomes in
sane, there will not be the slightest 
hesitation in pronouncing the case 
one of religious madness. An un
married lady, nearly fifty years of 
age— member of a family in which 
religion was an object of the first 
consideration, and in which the sound
ness of her religious views was not 
called in question— was observed to 
pay unusual attention to her dress, 
which gradually became such as 
would have been more becoming in 
a girl, than in one of her mature 
age. Then she began to moot points 
regarding the wisdom of entirely giv
ing up the world— the duty which 
all owed to society of maintaining 
a distinction of rank, the propriety 
of attending the court drawing-rooms, 
&c. Then she imagined, whenever 
she drove out, that there were people 
watching an opportunity of addressing 
her, and ready to deliver messages 
from persons of rank and station, ex
pressive of their regard, and surprise 
that she did not visit them ; and, 
under the influence of these delusions, 
which rendered it necessary to remove 
her from the observation of her ac
quaintances, she seemed to have lost 
all sense of religion.

The true explanation of this case 
is obvious. In consequence of bodily 
disease— of one of those irregulari
ties of the circulation which take 
place at critical periods of life— the 
brain became affected, and the mind 
suffered in consequence. The sen
timent of vanity, naturally strong, but 
for a long time suppressed, becam e 
ungovernable, and swept away every  
trace of religious feeling. If  any 
principle could have withstood the 
extreme activity of this sentiment, 
it was religion, which, it proved the 
greatest comfort to a very sensible 
and attached family to know, had



4 8 8 ON INSANITY IN SUPPOSED DEC.

once been the rule of this lady’s 
life.

A friend of ours was one day rid
ing with a clergyman of refined man
ners, who, for a good many years, had 
been devoted to the service of God. 
T o  the amazement of our friend, his 
companion, without any adequate pro
vocation, fell into a paroxysm of un
governable fury, swearing at a wood- 
ranger, and threatening him with ven
geance, because he had been dila
tory in obeying an order which he 
had received relative to a matter of 
little importance.

Had this fact become public, all 
the devotedness to his profession, for 
which this excellent clergyman was 
distinguished, would by many have 
been considered as assumed; and his 
habitual humility of demeanour, aris
ing from a sense of his own unworthi
ness, as the result of hypocrisy. Such 
things must be expected. Such is a 
part of the hardness which must be 
«ndured by the good soldier of the 
cross. W e cannot entertain a doubt 
that this was a monomaniacal explo
sion, in which aristocratic pride, much 
fostered during the youth of this mem
ber of a noble family, was roused by 
cerebral excitem ent, and for a time 
resumed its original ascendancy. W e  
come to this conclusion upon the 
following considerations:— First, This 
gentleman had shortly before under
taken a duty which led to over-excite
ment of the brain. Secondly, H e ap
peared quite unconscious of the incon
gruity of his conduct— an unconscious
ness which is one of the usual atten
dants upon insanity. And lastly, his 
only brother died in a mad-house.

Those who are gratified when they 
hear that any convert to the doc
trine of the Gospel becomes insane, 
as this seems to sanction their dis
like to the religion of Scripture, gen
erally forget that, during the insanity 
of such persons, devotional feeling, 
instead of being exalted, is often, to

all appearance, extinguished, to re
vive in its strength and purity when 
the paroxysm is over. W e  knew a 
gentleman, pious himself, and an in
strument of good to the souls of 
others, who was liable to returns of 
insanity, during which his religious 
principles lost all p ow er; he became  
purely selfish, and could take no in
terest in any thing but his health: 
he was in continual dread of death, 
which, being a brave soldier, as well 
as an established Christian, he look
ed upon without apprehension when  
his mind was sane ; he imagined that 
he would die during sleep, and he 
had a sick-nurse constantly in his 
room, whose sole employment it was 
to w atch him, and rouse him when
ever he began to slumber.

A widow lady who possessed con
siderable natural ability and a cul
tivated understanding, and was de
voted to religion, but devoid of pru
dence, engaged in a speculation which  
required a considerable capital. She 
never doubted that she would find 
means of liquidating debts incurred 
by her in order to support an un
dertaking, which had been a subject 
of prayer, as all her undertakings 
w ere. To doubt in this matter would 
be, as she thought, to dishonour God. 
During the week she was in a state 
of unceasing labour of body and 
mind; and when Sunday came round, 
and her secular duties were suspend
ed, her mind instead of finding rest 
was in a state of rapture. Months 
and years rolled round, pecuniary 
embarrassments increased, and bank
ruptcy was impending; yet the des
titution of her children was little 
considered in comparison with the 
injury which she thought religion 
must sustain from her discredit. H er 
religious opinions gradually became 
even more enthusiastic, and then she 
lost sight of her pecuniary difficulties; 
and we witnessed her first overt act of 
insanity in a composition on which
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probably some of her friends looked 
with admiration, namely, a scheme of 
the Gospel which she caused to be 
printed in the form of two inverted 
pyramids, which met at their pointed 
ends. She went shortly after to the 
house of a friend in the country and 
proclaimed the millennium, which she 
said had begun that day. She has 
ever since been in confinement.

Now this case of insanity, which 
in fact arose from imprudence in 
an enthusiastically religious woman, 
ought not to be attributed to religi
on. No event in life ought to be
come a subject of prayer until it has 
received the sanction not only of 
the conscience but of the understand
ing also. W hen a matter is doubt
ful, we may pray to have our un
derstandings enlightened; but when 
it bears the stamp of imprudence, we 
are not to pray for leadings or open
ings of Providence to show that we 
ought to set about it. As Mr. Scott 
has observed, “ W hen any undertak
ing is inexpedient, or inadvisable in 
the opinion of competent judges, and 
yet the inclination leans that way, 
in this case, that which men call the 
opening of Providence is generally 
no more than a  temptation of Satan.” 
W e  are not to expect that the pro
vidence of God will favour any plan 
which is formed in opposition to all 
prudent calculation, and to the ver
dict of those faculties which are 
given for the direction of our con
d u ct Then again, when exhausted 
with fatigue and anxiety, instead of 
an intermission of labour, this poor 
lady sought relief from neurotic me
dicines ; and Sunday, which is meant 
to be a day of holy repose, was oc
cupied with religious exercises of that 
kind which stimulates the imagina
tion. W e  envy not the moral con
stitution of the individual who would 
aver that this, the effect of enthu
siasm, was a case of “insanity from 
re l ig io n a n d  we trust that none will

henceforth consider the terms religi
ous insanity, and insanity in a reli
gious person, as convertible.

Maniacs, who, when sane, were 
inattentive to religion, in the course 
of their derangement will sometimes 
fix upon a theological dogma, which 
they first pervert and then incessantly 
rave about. “ W e almost invariably 
observe,” says an able writer, “ in long 
continued cases of insanity, when the 
hallucinations are in any degree va
riable, that perverted ideas of reli
gion will present themselves, though 
utterly unconnected with the original 
cause of excitem ent.” Yet, in re
turns from establishments for the in
sane, such cases are generally re
ported under the head of “insanity 
from religion.”

W e  may remark, that there is need of 
greater caution than is usually observ
ed, when we would assign the cause 
of an attack of insanity. A  young 
man of family became m onomaniacal; 
he considered himself a lost being, 
was in a state of mute despair, refused 
to take food, and made frequent at
tempts to choke himself. W e  were 
told that, a few weeks before, he had 
been in Scotland with Mr. Campbell 
of Row, bad partaken in his delusions, 
and that fanaticism had gradually de
generated into insanity. This seemed 
satisfactory, and instead of grieving 
over the unsoundness of their doc
trines, we were not sorry to have an op
portunity of saying, “A h! you see 
how the strange opinions of these vi
sionaries are driving people mad.” 
Now the real cause of the young gen
tleman’s derangement of mind was a 
wounded conscience, as I afterwards 
learned from a respectable surgeon 
who had been consulted by him, just 
before he became insane. After hav
ing received a deep view of the de
pravity of man, and making a profes
sion of religion, he met some com
panions with whom he had formerly 
been intimate, and imprudently agreed
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to dine with them ; after dinner he was ferent from the “good news,” “ the
betrayed into drinking wine with free- glad tidings of salvation,” therein
dom, which led to other irregularities, revealed. They have no connection
at the recollection of which he was so whatever with the Divine precept
conscience-struck that remorse ensu- “Believe and thou shalt be saved
ed, and at last ended in complete in- a proposition, the soberest, simplest,
sanity. W e would therefore say, with clearest, and most cheering that was
reference even to fanatics, let every ever placed before the mind of man ;
man bear only his own burden.* one which requires no preparation

W hy should the evils caused by the but a spiritual appetite, and is more
suggestions of a guilty conscience or comprehensible by the illiterate than
the erroneous tenets of gloomy sectaries, by the learned, ever looking for “some
or the statements of those who discuss, great thing?” If  we simply look to
almost exclusively, the more abstruse, the incarnate God, who, after fulfill-
and, to man, inexplicable doctrines of ing all righteousness, died upon the
scripture— the divine decrees, and the cross that we might live, and if
terrors of hell— be charged against the that doctrine which proclaims liber-
Gospel? These are altogether dif- ty to the captive, and pours balm

* The views here given are also held by Pinel and Esquirol. The latter, who cer
tainly cannot be said to have any partiality for the Gospel, yet frees religion from all 
blame, in cases of insanity. He says, when treating of demonomania, a variety of 
what is called religious melancholy (M ental MaladiesJ, “ A pusillanimous disposi
tion, exaggeration, ignorance of the true principles of religion— are the most frequent 
causes of this variety.” He also states that it has become more rare since, among 
other causes, “religious knowledge” has enlightened society. “ Persons who fear eternal 
damnation, are indescribably miserable,” he truly observes. “All is despair. This state 
of things must cease, cost what it may. The surest means of effecting it, is to cease 
to live. The resolution is taken; reason wanders; the future, and the punishments 
of hell, vanish. Delirium and despair direct the steel of the monomaniac, who com
mits self-murder.”— But in such cases it is evident that it is the rejection of the gos
pel, not the receiving of it, that leads to the fatal deed. This also is indicated by 
Pinel, who says that the conflict arising between the principles of religion and the 
passions, is a frequent cause of insanity. The conflict lasts for a time, but the mind 
at last gives way. But surely, the unhallowed passions must bear the blame, not 
religion. Indeed Esquirol speaks of religion as a means of preventing insanity. “ A 
man is in despair,” he observes, “ in consequence of not having obtained a certain place, 
and considers both himself and his family dishonoured. Religious influences might 
effect a cure in this case, by producing a diversion in the prevailing ideas, and im
pressing him with a sense of the vanity of earthly things.” No doubt of it: and we 
add, that what it could do in this case it could do in all, except perhaps where there is 
physical disease, hereditary or acquired.

The following passage in The Domestic Guide fo r Insanity, quoted by Spurzheim, 
is deserving of attention. “ How often hasthe preacher of Christianity been stigmatiz
ed as the cause of insanity in some dark-minded hearer! When at the same time, 
out of a hundred people, all living in the same neighbourhood, possessing nearly the 
same means of information, all reading the same religious books, and receiving the 
same religious instruction from the same preacher, ninety-nine have felt the cheering 
influences of religion. Surely, if the cause had been in the preacher, or religious 
instruction, the bad effects would have been more general ; but the poor creature had 
a  predisposition to insanity, and religion happened to be the thing by which it waB 
first discovered to the world.”— E d .  M. C. I.
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into the wounded heart, should pro
duce melancholy, which is the usual 
type of religious madness, it would 
be a phenomenon in the history of 
the human mind which would defy 
every attempt at explanation.

W e  firmly believe that the Gospel, 
received simply, never, since it was 
first preached, produced a single case 
of insanity; the admission that it has 
such a tendency ought never to have 
been made to the enemies of the 
cross. W e  have granted that fanati
cism and superstition have caused 
insanity, as well they m a y : nay, de
rangement of the mind may often 
have been caused by the terrors of the 
law ; but by the Gospel— by a know
ledge of and trust in Jesus— n e v e r .

W e are convinced, however, that 
any one who knows the plague of his 
own heart, rather than rest in regular
ity of devotion according to the rules 
of any church— a habit of worship at 
stated times being not incompatible 
with the merest formality— would run 
the risk of the cell, the clay cap, and 
the iron muff, even the scourge, if, as 
in the barbarism of former discipline, 
it were added; we are convinced 
that he would prepare himself to live 
without one beam from the eye of 
affection to relieve the loneliness and 
monotony of confinement, never dis
turbed but by the yell of fury, the 
scream of pain, the laugh of folly, or 
the groan of despair. W e repeat, 
rather than rest contented with the 
outward forms of periodical devo
tion according to the rules of the E s
tablished Church, or any church that 
ever was established, a believer would 
incur the worst of those ills at which 
humanity shudders.

Some have taught that “he who 
follows that form of religion which 
he has been accustomed to consider 
the true one— in which he has been 
educated— is not likely to have either 
his conscience or understanding dis
turbed: if doubts, however, arise, he 
Vol. VII.— No. 12.

may find himself in perplexity, and 
insanity may be developed.” But 
what is man to do when doubts arise 
on the subject of religion? W hat 
ought the reformers to have done, 
when they began to call in question 
the tenets of the Church of R om e?  
To remain steadfast in error, lest 
lunacy should be produced during the 
conflict between their new and old 
opinions? The Christian is not per
mitted to take any doctrine as estab
lished until in sobriety he has brought 
it to the law and to the testimony: 
he is not to believe every spirit, or 
any spirit, which is opposed to the 
great scriptural doctrines concerning 
the person and offices of Christ. If  
doubts arise, they must be removed 
by searching the Scriptures; in de
termining the 6ense of which he must 
make diligent and faithful use of all 
the helps placed at his disposal. H e  
must implore the Holy Spirit to en
lighten his understanding, by remov
ing the mists of passion and prejudice; 
and to aid his reason in estimating 
the reasonings of others. All this he 
must do, unless he is prepared to 
exercise his private judgment only 
in the one fatal determination to ac
quiesce in the doctrine of human in
fallibility. W hen it is affirmed that, 
by an overweening zeal in impressing 
on youth subtle doctrines of theology 
and dubious questions, the victims of 
insanity are multiplied— while we ad
mit the folly of such a procedure, we 
would demand proofs of the allegation, 
which is generally nothing more than 
a covert attack upon true religion, 
made by those who are ignorant of its 
nature. W e  may often hear of insan
ity caused by enthusiasm, and a fre
quent attendance upon conventicles. 
Insanity is in general preceded by 
excitem ent of the mind, which may 
exist for a long time before the attack  
formally begins, and which very often 
does appear in the form of enthusiasm ; 
and this may naturally lead the ex- 
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cited individual to frequent one place 
of worship after another. But what 
physician, possessed of caution, would 
venture to affirm that the enthusiastic 
conduct of the maniac was the cause 
of the paroxysm, and not its com
mencement P

True religion is a preservative, al
though by no means a complete pre
servative, against derangement of the 
mind. W e  have no intention of con
cealing that we have known many 
instances of insanity among believers, 
but it was not caused by their creed. 
W e  have also known instances in 
which all sense of religion has been  
permanently destroyed by insanity. 
O f such cases we would remark, that 
the believer has no right to expect, 
for his believing friend, exemption 
from evils arising from the state of the 
body, on which insanity always de
pends. L et him moreover recollect, 
that as total insanity puts an end to 
moral accountability, nothing which 
may take place during a paroxysm of 
that disorder can affect the future 
happiness of his friend.

Dr. Combe has treated the subject 
under consideration with so much 
good sense, in the following quotation, 
that we think the reader, who has not 
seen his work on mental derangement, 
can scarcely fail to thank us for call
ing his attention to a passage in which 
the truth is stated with so much clear
ness and sobriety. “W hen fairly e x 
amined, indeed, the danger is seen 
to arise solely from an abuse of reli
gion ; and the best safeguard is found

to consist in a right understanding of 
its principles, and submission to its 
precepts. For if the best Christian 
be he, who in meekness, humility, and 
sincerity, places his trust in God, and 
seeks to fulfil all his commandments, 
then he who exhausts his soul in de
votion, and at the same time finds no 
leisure, or no inclination for attending 
to the common duties of his station, 
and who, so far from arriving at happi
ness or peace of mind, becomes every 
day the more estranged from them, 
and finds himself at last involved in 
disease and despair, cannot be held as 
a follower of Christ, but must rather 
be held as the follower of a phan
tom assuming the aspect of religion. 
W hen insanity attacks the latter, it is 
obviously not religion that is its cause; 
it is only the abuse of certain feelings, 
the regulated activity of which is 
necessary to the right exercise of re
ligion; and against such abuse a sense 
of true religion would, in fact, have  
been the most powerful protection. 
And the great benefit of knowing this 
is, that whenever we shall meet with 
such a blind and misdirected excess of 
our best feelings in a constitutionally- 
nervous, or hereditarily-predisposed 
subject, instead of encouraging its ex 
uberance, we should use every effort 
to temper the excess, to inculcate 
sounder views, and to point out the 
inseparable connection which the Cre
ator has established between the true 
dictates of religion, and the practical 
duties of life, which it is a part of his 
purpose in sending us here to fulfil.”

P H Y S IC A L  E R R O R S  O F H IN DUISM .
{Concluded fro m  page  410.)

L e t  us turn now to the Physical time, when the great ocean was churn- 
Geography of the Hindus. Nothing ed by the united bands of the gods 
perhaps is better calculated to show and Asuras. Previous to this time, 
the wildness of fancy, in which they the ocean had been as tranquil as the 
were accustomed to indulge, than the surface of a  lake, in a  mild summer 
explanation which they give of the evening. Now the Suras, being de- 
Tides  of the ocean. “The tides,” say sirous to drink the w ater ofimmortal- 
they, “ began to flow and ebb at the ity, applied to Narayana, who thusdi-
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rected them to chum the great ocean : 
“L et the ocean, as a pot of milk, 
be churned by the united labour of 
the Suras, and Asuras ; and, when the 
mighty waters have been stirred up, the 
Arnrita shall be found.” The mighty 
mountain Mandara, which standeth 
eleven thousand yojanas [88,000 miles] 
above the earth, and eleven thousand 
more below its surface, was to serve 
for the churning stick; the lord of 
serpents, Ananta, was to be the rope; 
and Indra, king of the gods, was to 
churn the ocean. But Indra, finding 
the mountaiu too heavy, said unto 
Kurma Raja, the King of the Tortois
es, upon the strand of the ocean: 
“My Lord is able to be the suppor
ter of this mountain.” The tortoise 
replied, “Be it so ;” and it was placed 
upon his back. So the mountain be
ing set upon the back of the tor
toise, the operation of churning the 
ocean was regularly begun. Now 
Kurma Deva, being fatigued with the 
enormous weight of the mountain 
which whirled on his back, began to 
breathe fast; and the force of his 
breath was such, that at each expira
tion, the waters of the ocean rushed 
forward, and at each inspiration they 
rolled backw ards; and in this man
ner, the tides began to flow and ebb 
in the ocean.” The Pandit, from 
whom we received this information, 
being asked, W hether the tortoise 
still continues to breathe, as the tides 
always rise and fall in regular succes
sion? replied, N o; but the waters of 
the ocean at that time received such 
an impetus, that they still continue 
to do so ; though the impulse, origin
ally imparted to them by the breath of 
the tortoise, has long since ceased.

The cause stated in the Shastras for 
the rising and ebbing of the Ganges 
is quite in keeping with the foregoing 
account. The Ganges, it is said, ad
vancing towards the ocean, becomes 
frightened, and flies back, through one 
hundred channels; and this exercise 
she continues, twice every day.

The phenomena of R ain  are still 
more surprising. It is the unanimous 
voice of all the Shastras, that rain de
scends from the moon. And not only is 
it believed to fall from the moon, but, 
after falling on the ground, it is said to 
return or reascend to the same lumin
ary. The Puranas, which are more

modem, say, that from the surface of 
the earth the waters rise first by the 
attraction of the sun, from which they 
are next drawn up to the moon. Thus 
curiously enough the moon, which is 
found by modern research to be with
out any water, is described by the 
Hindu sages as full of that liquid.

Still more absurd is the account 
given of the mode in which rain is 
said to descend upon the earth. The  
Puranas maintain, that the clouds as
cend one-third the height of Sumeru, 
or 200,000 miles high, and that they 
are full of small pores resembling 
sieves. Eight great elephants, called 
Dighastis, are said -to sprinkle water 
on the clouds, which falls in drops 
through their numerous pores. So 
erroneous then are the notions, enter
tained .by the Hindus, on subjects 
which the mere use of their faculty of 
vision might have enabled them to 
understand. But their minds can ne
ver be satisfied with plain and simple 
facts. T o say, “we see the rain fall 
from the clouds,” is an assertion de
void of all attraction. So simple a  
statement could never captivate the 
native mind.

The most popular notion respecting 
the Rain-bow, is, that it is a reflection of 
the great Gandiva of Ram a, whence 
the name Rama Dhanika is derived. 
But, in the Puranas it is described as 
the bow of Indra.

The flashes of Lightning  are be
lieved to be emanations of light from 
the brilliant person of a celestial 
nymph; who is fond of coming out to 
sport on the clouds at the time of rain. 
W ith respect to lightning, the Hindu 
sages give us the story of the thunder
bolts of Indra, the Indian Jupiter.

The Height o f the Atmosphere is said 
to be indefinite, or, in other words, it 
is believed to be as high as the firma
ment, by which the Hindus under
stand a fixed sphere, which, in com
mon language, is the blue-colored sky. 
See how many errors crowd into a 
single statement of the Shastras! T he  
atmosphere, of which the mean height 
is only 45 miles above the surface of 
the earth, is believed to reach the re
gions of the fixed stars; the firma
ment, which is a meie apparent sphere, 
is supposed to be substantial and fixed; 
and the vulgar notion of the blue 
colour of the skies is entirely pre
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served. The motion in the atmos
phere, or wind, is declared to be pro
duced by the virtue of a certain in
herent and occult quality which im
parts to it the tendency of blowing in 
all directions.

For the phenomena of Earthquakes, 
the Hindus give a reason quite con
sistent with their theory of the sup
porters of the earth. W hen Vasuki, 
the thousand-headed serpent, say they, 
or any of the Dighastis, become weary  
of bearing the enormous load of the 
earth, they change their position, by 
which an earthquake is produced.

The theory of the Falling Stars is 
pretty and poetical. These meteors 
are believed to be the same as the 
fixed stars, which are again supposed 
by some to be a race of celestial 
beings, called Nakshastra Loka; but 
by others they are conceived to be 
the spirits of the dead. These, when 
the term of their enjoying heaven  
is elapsed, descend to the world to 
take new births.

The Halos of the sun and the moon 
are said to be occasioned by the as
semblies of gods, held in their re
gions, for the purpose of consulting on 
affairs, relating to the government of 
the world; and the profusion or scar
city of rain is believed to be the 
respective consequences of these cir
cles round the sun and the moon.

B u rn in g  Fountains are held pecu
liarly sacred by the Hindus, and are 
believed to be the favorite haunts 
of some of their chief gods. The  
flames, that proceed from these curi
ous fountains, are taken for visible 
demonstrations of a divine presence. 
Fire, they say, is the mouth of the 
gods, and therefore the issuing of fire 
from below the water is a sure in
dication of the gods protruding their 
tongues for food. H ence the Hindus 
are seen to throw plantains and other 
victuals into these fountains to satisfy 
the hunger of their gods.

The science of Chemistry has al
ways existed among the Hindus in 
a state extremely imperfect. Indeed 
in their hands it can never be said 
to have passed its infancy. The  
theory of the elements, and of their 
successive generation, is perhaps the 
only point in the chemistry of the 
Hindus, which deserves attention. It 
is in substance the same with that

of the ancient philosophers of G reece  
and Rome. It inculcates the doctrine 
of five primary elements, namely, ether 
or vacuum, air, fire, water, and earth, 
of which all objects, visible or invisi
ble, are said to be made. A  single 
instance will be sufficient to show the 
•arbitrary style, in which the Hindus 
decide without inquiry. The human 
body is one of their favorite illustra
tions. The flesh and bones, they say, 
are composed of earth, and they will 
return to their kindred element after 
death. Hunger or appetite is the in
ternal fire, by which food is consumed. 
Water is visibly seen in the watery 
secretions. The breath is the action  
of air, and the several cavities in the 
body, both external and internal, are 
vacant spaces. In a similar way they 
give us the analysis of all compound 
substances. Metals, stones, and, in 
short, all minerals and solid substan
ces, are said to be formed of earth 
as their base, with a smaller propor
tion of each of the other four ele
ments. All liquid, aeriform, and ig
neous substances, have, water, air and 
fire, for their respective bases. In  
this way all substances in nature, 
known or unknown, are exhausted. 
Of the five elementary bodies, ether, 
air, fire, water and earth, each subse
quent one is said to be produced in 
order from that which immediately 
precedes it. For example, from ether 
came air, from air fire, from fire water, 
and from water earth.

On the science of Botany we have 
scarcely been able to gather any thing 
from the Shastras, worth notice. Of 
all the Pandits, whom we have con
sulted, not one was found able to shed 
any light on the subject W e  pur
pose, however, to take notice of some 
particular trees, the descriptions of 
which are given in the Puranas. In 
conformity with the custom, we have 
so often noticed, the Hindu botanists 
— if they at all deserve that name—  
divide all plants into two great classes, 
the common, and the uncommon. In 
the former class, they could discover 
nothing sufficient to interest their 
minds; but of the latter class, of 
which there are only four specimens, 
they have drawn a most splendid pic
ture. “There are four large trees, 
each with as many roots and branches, 
with a thousand smaller ones, all
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beautiful, and with flowers; these 
trees are the largest in the Dwipas. 
On the summit of Mandara, is a beau
tiful Kadamba tre e : its fruit is like 
a great water pot, with flowers with 
open calices. Its fragrance is felt one 
thousand yojanas above, and all round. 
The Jambu tree, most beautiful, is on 
the south of the mountain of ¡Vleru; 
the fruits of which are Amrita Kal- 
pani (or like nectar). On the Vipula 
mountains toward the west is the 
Plaksha tre e : from this flag-like tree, 
or Ketu, the country is called Ketu- 
mala. On Suparswa, in the north, on 
its summit is a large tree, the Nya- 
grodha ;>: its large branches and their 
circumference extend many yojanas 
all round.” In this description we find 
a number of most fantastic notions; 
to flowers is ascribed a fragrance that 
can be felt 1,000 yojanas all round; a 
tree said to be so enormously large 
as to occupy several yojanas; and to 
fruits is attributed the taste of the 
w ater of immortality. The artificial 
arrangement also, as opposed to what 
is natural, of the four trees, each hav
ing four roots, and as many great 
branches, cannot escape notice.

It would indeed excite the surprise 
of our readers to hear that the Hin
dus, who would not even touch a dead 
body, much less dissect it, should 
possess any Anatomical knowledge at 
all. From the Vedas and the Puranas, 
however, we receive nothing but some 
scattered notices of some of the func
tions of the animal frame, such as the 
processes of digestion, assimilation, 
respiration, &c., which are too short 
and uninteresting to call for any par
ticular attention. It is the Tantras 
that furnish us with some extraordi
nary pieces of information concerning 
the human body.

But it is necessary to observe, that, 
of all the Hindu Shastras now extant, 
the Tantras lie in the greatest obscur
ity. This is owing partly to the se
cret and impure nature of the rites 
which they teach, and partly to the 
wide spread of the Puranic systems, 
which in this country have nearly 
eclipsed every other branch of the 
Hindu Religion. The Pandits of our 
country are for the most part either 
ignorant of this department of Hindu

* Or Vata.

ism altogether, or they observe that 
secrecy which its doctrines require.

Before proceeding further, we shall 
give a brief account of two curious 
drawings of the interior of the humiin 
body ;* we say, interior, for at first 
sight, they do not appear so to be. 
All the Pandits, to whom they were 
shown, were equally startled at the 
sight, and, after reading them a little, 
exclaimed, “ Oh, you have exposed the 
most secret parts of our Shastras! we 
have never seen such things before; 
better keep them to yourself, and do 
not show them to the public.” On 
being asked, why they required such 
privacy, they answered, “Because 
these two maps, as we see by reading 
them, exhibit the theories on which 
all the Bijmnntras, or the principal 
incantations, are founded:” and they 
pointed out some of the Mantras on 
the maps, requesting us at the same 
time, to beware of pronouncing them, 
on account of our being by caste, a 
Sudra. The history of the maps is as 
follows. The late Babu Gunga Go- 
binda Singha, a wealthy native, resid
ing in a village near Murshedabad, 
spent the greater part of his fortune 
in making researches into the Hindu 
Shastras. Not satisfied with the Pan
dits of his own village, he came to 
reside in Nuddea, the famous seat of 
Sanskrit learning in Bengal. By the 
assistance of the Nuddea Adhyapakas, 
he was enabled to drink deep at the 
fountain of Sanskrit lore. But, after 
a time, he found their knowledge too 
shallow to serve all his purposes. 
Hence, he invited several Pandits from 
the Upper Provinces, the original seat 
of Hinduism. It was by a set of these 
Pandits, known by the name of Daud- 
us, that the originals of these two 
maps were drawn, according to the 
principles of the Tantras, expressly 
for the use of their employer. A few  
months ago, they fell into the hands of 
a native gentleman of our quarter, 
also a very diligent explorer of the 
Hindu Shastras, who gave them to us 
for inspection.

Now it may be asked what do these 
two theories of the human body treat

*  Copies of those very rude drawings are given 
in the Ileview  ;  but we have not thought it neces
sary to imitate it in this respect; the description 
being sufficient to give an idea of the absurd 
theory.
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of? Do they treat of the hones, mus
cles, arteries, veins, nerves, and liga
ments ? Do they describe the several 
organs of the human body, the eye, 
the ear, the nose, the lungs, &c. ? 
No ! These are common-place things, 
and therefore they are left to the 
observation of the vulgar. The Tan- 
tric theory, on which the well known 
yoga , called Shat-chakra-bheda, is 
founded, supposes the existence of six 
main internal organs, called Chakras, 
or Padmas, all having a general re
semblance to that famous flower, the 
lotus. These are placed, one above 
the other, and connected by three 
imaginary chains, the emblems of the 
Ganges, the Jumna, and the Saraswáh. 
The first Chakra called Muládhayi 
Chakra, has four petals, and is placed 
in the pelvic cavity. The second 
called Linga Chakra, is said to have 
six petals, and supposed to be in the 
middle of the intestines. The third 
Chakra placed under the navel, is 
called the Nábi Chakra, and has ten 
petals. The fourth Chakra, seated at 
the heart, and containing 1*2 petals, is 
called the H rit Padma. T hat placed 
in the thoracic cavity, containing 16 
petals, is known by the name of Kan- 
tha Chakra. The sixth or last Chakra 
is seated in the forehead, and called 
the Atma Chakra.

Such are the main outlines of the 
first of the two great theories of the 
human frame according to the Hindu 
Shastras. W ith regard to the six Cha
kras or Padmas, it should be remarked, 
that they are even to this day believed 
really to exist within the body of every  
individual. W h at then are we to 
think of those who could believe such 
absurdities ? But such is the obstinacy 
with which the Hindus adhere to these 
erroneous notions, that even, when we 
show them, by actual dissection, the 
non-existence of the imaginary Cha
kras in the human body, they will 
rather have recourse to excuses, re
volting to common sense, than ac
knowledge the evidence of their own 
eyes. They say, with a shamelessness 
unparalleled, that these Padmas exist 
as long as a  man lives, but disappear 
the moment he dies.

The second theory, which is a mix
ture both of anatomy and phrenology, 
is still more grand. Its main doctrine 
is that the seats of all mental facul

ties, passions, and feelings, are within 
the great trunk of the body; and that 
each of the faculties and passions has 
its respective material organ, by which 
its function is carried on : so that the 
brain, which is the real seat of all the 
mental faculties, is altogether put out 
of the question.

But this is not all. In the middle of 
the lowest extremity of the trunk of 
the body, is placed a tortoise. Above 
this, we see a small serpent, the repre
sentation of the great Ananta. Above 
this is a Chakra of four petals, called  
the Adhara Chakra, the seat of Gan- 
esha. Then, in regular gradation, one 
rising above the other, we have the 
following wonderful objects: the Ad- 
hishtan Chakra of six petals, the seat 
of Brahm a; the navel, the gastric fire ; 
the Padma, called Manipura, where 
Vishnu is said to reside ; the Manasha 
Chakra, the seat of the mind; the 
Anahata Chakra, the place of S h iv a ; 
the Bishunda Chakra, the seat of life ; 
and the Triganti. In the head, under 
the eyes, are the Agyankhya Chakra, 
on the right, and Balaban Chakra, on 
the left side; and in the forehead is 
placed the king of the birds, the 
Goose. W ithin the cranium is the 
Karpara Chakra, at the top of which 
is the Brahma-Randra, the passage 
through which the souls of virtuous 
men are said to ascend to heaven. 
All these unheard of and unseen ob
jects, the tortoise, the serpent, the 
gastric fire, the Chakras, the goose, are 
believed literally to exist within the 
human body, of which we have re
ceived several testimonies from the 
mouths of the Brahmans.

T he Vedas maintain that, in the 
heart of every person, there is a cor
poreal being, of the size of the thumb, 
called L in g a  Skarira. This is the 
whole man in miniature, and at death 
goes out through an artery, called  
Shusamna. ,  The Vedantists try to 
evade the absurdity of supposing the 
existence of this little man in the 
heart of every body; and, to escape 
detection from actual dissection, they 
assert, that it does not remain in its 
place after death, a sophistry too 
common among the Hindus, who al
ways attempt to explain one absurd 
supposition by another.

Moreover the Vedanta Sutras sa y : 
“ A hundred and one arteries issue
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from the heart, one of which passeB 
to the crown of the head.” W e  see 
only two arteries, the great Aorta, 
and the Pulmonary artery, issuing 
from the h eart; by the former and 
its ramifications, the blood is conveyed 
to the extremities of the body; by the 
latter and its branches, it is carried 
over the lungs, that it may be aerated, 
or purified in that organ. Besides, in
stead of one artery, several are known 
to enter the crown of the head.

The Vedanta Sutras furnish us with 
some further notices on two very im
portant functions of the animal frame, 
the processes of assimilation and res
piration. ‘‘W hen nourishment,” say 
they, “ is received into the corporeal 
frame, it undergoes a threefold distri
bution, according to its fineness ot 
coarseness. Corn, and other terrene 
food, becomes flesh; but the coarser 
portion is ejected, and the finer nour
ishes the mental organs. W ater is 
converted into blood; the coarser part 
is ejected as urine. Oil, and other 
combustible substances deemed igne
ous, become m arrow ; the coarser part 
is deposited as bone, and the finer 
supplies the faculty of speech.” 
(Brahma Sutra, 2 . 4 . § 9.)

From  this physiological extract, it 
sufficiently appears, how much the 
sages of Hindustan rely merely on 
external appearances, and draw their 
inferences from these alone. Their 
theory is natural enough to strike the 
fancy of the most ignorant and care
less observer. But natural as it is, 
there is not the least trace of truth in 
it. W hatever substances are taken 
into the stomach, are there all dissolved 
by the action of the gastric juice, 
and converted into one uniform, pulpy 
mass, called chyme. Here, we may 
as well remark, that there is no such 
thing as fire in the stomach. W hat 
the Hindus erroneously take for fire, is 
in reality the gastric juice, which is 
secreted from various small glands, 
placed between the coats of the 
stomach. Chyme next passes through 
the pylorus into the intestines, where, 
after undergoing some changes by the 
action of the bile and the Pancreatic 
juice, it becomes capable of affording 
a  fluid, somewhat resembling milk in 
appearance, called chyle, which after 
several processes becomes red blood. 
• There is another point in the phy

siology of the Vedas, that deserves 
some attention. It respects the pro
cess of respiration. The account is 
as follows: “ Respiration is a vital 
act, and comprehends five such. 1st, 
Respiration, or an act operating up
wards. 2d, Inspiration, one operating 
downwards. 3d, A vigorous action, 
which is a mean between the forego
ing two. 4th, Expiration, or passage 
upwards. 5th, Digestion, or circula
tion of nutriment throughout the cor
poreal frame.” Numerous are the 
errors contained in this account of the 
process of respiration, of which we 
shall mark only one or two. Respira
tion is confined only to the action of 
the lungs, arid has no connection what
ever with any other functions of the 
internal organs.

Here we bring cur subject to a 
close. W e have not met with any 
isolated point belonging to any of the 
sciences, as treated among the Hin
dus, which is altogether free from 
mistake. Now we turn against the de
fenders of Hinduism, and ask them, 
do they know what they are doing? 
“W h at!” they reply, “we are doing 
nothing but maintaining the Shastras 
of our forefathers, and defending our 
own faith.” And in so doing, we say, 
you aTe fighting against truth, and 
heaping on your heads the responsi
bility of corrupting the minds of your 
children and your fellow-creatures, by 
leading them in the dark, and storing 
their minds with nothing but errors 
and falsehood.

Again, we ask them, Is this the 
boasted religion of your forefathers? 
Is this the best of all creeds in the 
world? Is this the faith, every part 
of which is said to be received by in
spiration of H eaven? Your Shastras 
interfere with scientific subjects, of 
which we possess the best knowledge, 
and in these we find them blunder in 
a most ridiculous manner. W e  take 
not your metaphysics, or logic, or reli
gious doctrines, but your science only, 
to falsify your religion, and lay the 
axe to the root of its claim to di
vine origin.

W e may now perceive the policy of 
the Hindu Sages, in having prohibited 
all men, except the Brahmans, the 
brothers of the same fraternity, from 
reading the Shastras. The door was 
k e p t  close shut, lest l i g h t  should
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enter in, and discover what is within 
the closet. But the bar is broken, and 
we have got into the room. The

golden days; of the Brahmans have  
past away. Hindus have now begun 
to think for themselves.

P r a y  A l w a y s .— Learn to ask God’s 
blessing on little things as well as great. 
There is nothing which it is right for 
us to do, but it is also right to ask that 
God would bless i t ;  and, indeed, there 
is nothing so little but the frown of 
God can convert it into the most sad 
calamity, or his smile exalt it into a 
most memorable mercy ; and there is 
nothing we can do, but its complexion 
for weal or woe depends entirely on 
what the Lord will make it. It is said 
of Matthew Henry, that “ no journey 
was undertaken, nor any subject or 
course of sermons entered upon; no 
book committed to the press, nor any 
trouble apprehended or felt, without a 
particular application to the mercy-seat 
for direction, assistance, and success.”* 
And, on a studying day, he writes, “ I 
forgot explicitly and especially when I 
began to crave help of God, and the 
chariot-wheels drove accordingly. ” t 
It is recorded of Cornelius Winter, 
that he seldom opened a book, even on 
general subjects, without a moment’s 
prayer.t The late Bishop Heber, on 
each new incident of his history, or on 
the eve of any undertaking, used to 
compose a brief Latin prayer, imploring 
special help and guidance. No doubt 
such a prayer preceded the composition 
of his famous poem “ Palestine.” At 
least, after it had gained the prize, and 
been read in the ears of applauding 
Oxford, when the assembly was dismiss
ed, the successful scholar could nowhere 
be found, till some one discovered him 
on his knees, thanking God who had 
given him the power to produce that 
poem, and who had spared his parents 
to witness and share his joy.§ A late 
physician of great celebrity used to 
ascribe much of his success to three 
maxims of his father, the last and best 
of which was, “ Always pray for your 
patients.” ||

Among the elegant forms of insect

• Life, by Sir 3 . B. W illiam s, p. 211.
t  Tong’s Life of Henery, p. 6'».

Jay 's  Life of W inter, p. 266.
Life of Hcber, ijuarto, vol. i. p. 33.

B Memoir of James Hope, m. d., p. 51.

life, there is a little creature known to  
naturalists, which can gather round it 
a sufficiency of atmospheric-air— and, 
so clothed upon, it descends into the 
bottom of the pool, and you may see 
the little diver moving about dry and 
at his ease, protected by his crystal 
vesture, though the water all around 
and above be stagnant and bitter. 
Prayer is such a protector—a transpar
ent vesture, the world sees it not—-but 
a real defence, it keeps out the world. 
By means of it the believer can gather 
so much of heaven’s atmosphere around 
him, and with it descend into the putrid 
depths of this contaminating world, 
that for a season no evil will touch him; 
and he knows where to ascend for a 
new supply. Communion with God 
kept Daniel pure in Babylon. Nothing 
else can keep us safe in London. In 
secret of God’s presence you might 
tread these giddy streets, and your
eyes never view the vanity. You
might pass theatres and taverns, and 
never dream of entering in. You
might get invitations to noisy routs and 
God-forgetting assemblies, and have no 
heart to go. Golden images, public 
opinion with its lions’ den, and fashion 
with its fiery furnace, would hever dis
turb you. A man of prayer in this 
mart of nations, you could pass upon 
your way unseduced and undistracted, 
a Christian in Vanity Fair, a pilgrim 
in a paradise of fools, a true worship
per amidst idolaters, a Daniel in Baby
lon.

And so far as this is a world of dis
tress and danger, prayer is the best 
defence. So Daniel found it in the 
den. So his three friends found it in 
the fiery furnace. And so you, my 
friends, will find it in the real or fanci
ed perils of this mortal life. “ The 
name of the Lord is a strong tower ; 
the righteous runneth into it and is 
safe.” An asylum ever open, the  
ejaculation of an instant will land you 
in it, and nothing is evil which befalls 
you there. By the Omnipotent help , 
which it at once secures, prayer is \ 
strength in weakness and courage in
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ditrm&y. It  is the buoy which rides the 
roaring flood, the asbeBtos-robe which 
defies the devouring flame. It is the 
tent in which frailty sleeps securely, 
and anguish forgets to moan. It is the 
shield on which the world and the 
wicked one expend their darts in vain. 
And when panic and temptation and 
agony are all over— whether wafted by 
Sabbath zephyrs, or winged by scorch
ing flames— whether guided by hymn
ing angels, or dragged by raging lions 
— whether the starting-point be Patmos, 
or Jerusalem, or Smithfield, or Babylon 
— it is the chariot which conveys the 
departing spirit into a Saviour’s arms. 
— Rev. J .  Hamilton.

T h e  S o l a r  S y s t e m .—The first of an 
illustrated course of six lectures on the 
Physical Structure of the Solar System 
was delivered on Tuesday se’nnight, by 
J .  P. Nichol, l .l . d . ,  f . r . s . e . .  Professor 
of Practical Astronomy in the Univer

sity of Glasgow. Upwards of 1,500 
persons were present, the great room 
being crowded. Dr. Nichol was warm
ly greeted. He prefaced his observa
tions with an assurance that no interest 
would be thrown around the lecture but 
that of faithful description. He first 
indicated the position of our globe in 
the heavens, in reference to its kindred 
bodies. Sir William Herschel’s was 
the mind that threw light upon the 
material laws of the universe. He 
was led to make special groups of fixed 
stars, and his powerful telescope being 
directed to them, orbs which had hither
to been considered as one body appear
ed cut in two. The middle star in the 
tail of the Great Bear was found to be 
a double star. Before Herschel’s time, 
only six or eight of these double stars 
were known, but the idea was that this 
appearance resulted from being nearly 
in the same visual line. When he pro
mulgated his views, the scientific world 
were taken by surprise. He discovered, 
by his powerful telescope, that there 
existed double stars almost innumer
able ; and that demonstrated to his mind 
that all these stars could not be merely 
optically connected, but that they 
were actually or physically connected. 
The inference from this phenomenon 
was, that it was a systematic arrange
ment. Another inference presented 
itself, namely, that something must 
exiát to prevent the collision of the two 
orbs, and he asked what it was that 
preserved the orbs in the solar system 
ftom collision with each other. The 
cftuse was their motion round the com-
Vol. V II.— No. 12.

mon centre o f gravity. The inference 
was, that a  g teat system of revolu
tion Viras going forward amongst those 
orbs, amongst which we saw nothing 
but a splendid stability. The problem 
With reference to the motion of these 
orbs once discovered, proud, indeed, 
was science. Solar astronomy resolved 
itself into comparative littleness, as new 
discoveries gradually presented them
selves—triple stars passing through 
complicated orbits, and quadruple sys
tems of still greater complication of 
movements—sets of four suns physi
cally connected, and other groups of 
five, six, and more stars, all sustained 
by complex motions. These groups al
ready numbered many thousands ; and 
the principles governing these extend
ed to the greater collocation of systems 
involving a vast and almost inconceiva
ble mechanism of harmonious motions. 
One point more was necessary to give 
them a notion of this vastness— What 
periods were required for this great 
mass of suns to complete their cycles ? 
One had been calculated at 180,000 
years. The constellation of Lyra could 
not complete its revolution in less than 
a million of our years. But imagina
tion could not follow the demonstra
tion of reason. Grand, indeed, was 
the conception of processes so majestic. 
The question then arose, Was there no 
activity within the skies but that of 
stars lying only unusually close to each 
other? Upon earth every atom was in 
motion. W ere then these stellar ac
tivities confined to double stars ? It  
was most unlikely that such should be 
the case. Herschel’s mind was one of  
those that threw light again and again 
into the darkness. Judging from the 
grouping of trees in a plantation, he 
arrived at an explanation of the phe
nomena of the motions of the heavens 
in one mighty orbit. The problem has 
been investigated since Herschel’s time, 
with every minuteness, by our most 
eminent astronomers. Our sun was 
not fixed, but passing along with the 
orbs that surrounded him in the im
mensity of space, and the velocity with 
Which it was moving was approximately 
determined. In about 30,000 years the 
solar system would arrive at the local
ity of the fixed stars, and the appear
ance of the heavens would be com
pletely changed. Even when we look at 
the heavèns, we do not see them as they 
now exist, but as they existed 120 years 
ago, for light takes that time to arrive 
at the earth from these luminkries. 
The' light of ma;ny of those stars just

S 3
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rendered dimly visible by Lord Rosse’s 
telescope, would require 30,000,000 of 
years to reach the earth. Our solar 
system might arrive at some remote 
galaxy in a period of forty millions 
of years. All the orbs of the universe 
were in motion, and in process of time 
their configuration and the constella
tions themselves would be altered and 
fade from view. As time proceeded 
they should vanish, or would change, 
fulfilling the purposes of the Highest, 
and realizing in the end the idea of the 
ancient seer, “ They shall perish, but 
Thou shalt endure; yea, all of them 
shall wax old like a garm ent; as a ves
ture shalt Thou change them, and they 
shall be changed; but Thou art the 
same, and Thy years shall have no end.”

T h e  L a s t  D a y s  o f  E x - P r e s i d e n t  
P o l k . — It gives rise to very painful 
reflections to read the following account 
of the closing scenes in the life of the 
late President, as given by a Jiashville 
correspondent of the JYew York Herald. 
Mr. Polk’s fatal illness, it appears, was 
induced by overrexertion while arrang
ing the details of his spacious mansion, 
and more directly by the labour of 
placing the books in his large library. 
For the first three days his complaint 
(chronic diarrhoea), which was with 
him of many years’ standing, excited 
no alarm— but the disease baffling all 
the skill of his medical advisers, other 
aid was called in, but to no purpose. 
Mr. Polk continued gradually to sink 
from day to day. The disease was 
checked upon him four days before his 
death, but his constitution was so weak
ened that there did not remain recupe
rative energy enough in the system for 
healthy reaction. He sank away so 
slowly and insensibly that it was eight 
hours before he died after the heavy 
death respiration commenced. He died 
without a struggle, simply ceasing to 
breathe, as when deep and quiet sleep 
falls upon a weary man.

About half an hour preceding his 
death his venerable mother entered the 
room, and kneeling by his bedside offer
ed up a beautiful prayer. The scene 
was strikingly impressive. Major Polk, 
the president’s brother, was also by his 
bedside, with other members of the 
family..

On the succeeding day the body lay 
in state, and the mansion was every
where shrouded in black. Masonic 
ceremonies were performed over the 
corpse before it was encoffined. The 
coffin bore the simple inscription :— “ J.

K . Polk, born November, 1795. Died 
June 15, 1849.”

Mr. Polk sent for the Rev. Dr. Edgar, 
of the Presbyterian Church, seven days 
before his death, desiring to be baptized 
by him. He said to him impressively :

“ Sir— If I had suspected, twenty 
years ago, that I should come to my 
death-bed unprepared, it would have 
made me a wretched m an ; I am about 
to die, and have not made preparation. 
I have not even been baptized. Tell 
rae, Sir, can there be any ground for 
a man thus situated to hope ?” .

The conversation fatiguing.Mr. Polk 
too much for him to be then baptized, it  
was postponed, to take place the next 
evening; but in the interval, the ex- 
President recollected that when he, was 
Governor and lived here, he ,had held 
many arguments with Rev. Mr M ’Fer- 
ren, the talented and popular Methodist 
minister of the place, his warm personal 
and political friend, and that he had 
promised him that when he didfmbrace 
Christianity, he, Rev. Mr. M ’Ferren, 
should baptize him. He, therefore, sent 
for Rev. Dr. Edgar, made known this 
obligation, expressed his intention to be 
baptized by his friend the Methodist 
minister, who performed the ceremony 
accordingly.

P o p e  P iu s  IX .— The character and 
conduct of Pio N o n o  js now develop
ing itself in a way which might pro
voke laughter, were it not that so many 
serious and solemn considerations are 
involved. Even the Times newspaper 
is obliged to renounce the Pope, whom 
it has been in the habit of extolling, 
not only when he was enthroned in the 
V a t i c a n  but a fugitive at G a e t a .  An 
Edinburgh Reviewer, in the true spirit 
of Hero worship, two years ago pro
nounced the Holy Father to be “ a ruler  
resolute as Luther, yet gentler than JMe- 
l a n c t h o n At a political dinner at 
Belfast, given on the 9th of October, 
1847, to D. R. Ross, Esq., late m. jp. 
for that great Protestant and commer
cial city, the health of the Pope was 
drank “ amidst reiterated rounds of ap
plause,” and was responded to with 
enthusiasm by the celebrated Socinian, 
Dr. Montgomery, who, in a high-flown 
declamation against sectarianism, de
clared that “ there were as many ways 
to heaven as to the .town of Belfast,” 
and that “ he believed he would yet 
be the regenerator of Europe.”

Nor were these the only parties who 
hailed the accession of Pio Nono to the 
Pontificate, and extolled his policy. At
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the very time when the Pope’s Ency
clical .Letter of the 9th November, 1846, 
was in fall circulation, adoring the  

“Virgin Mary as “ our advocate, our 
surest hope, and sweetest reliance 
at the very time that his anathema 
against the circulation of the Scriptures 
Wus going the round of the popedom, 
we were told by others who should have 
known better, “ that the good Pope was 
not only” relaxing his opposition to the 
Bible, but even “ privately encourag
ing it,” and saying, “ we have no occa
sion to be so afraid of the Bible.”  The 
following remarks, which were con
tained in an article in the Record, pub
lished on the 18th October, 1847, sever
al months before the revolution in 
"Paris, may be read with interest now 
that time has thrown its light on the 
obscurity of what was then future, and 
now that the Castle of St. Angelo has 
once more opened its dungeons to re
ceive the victims of the Inquisition ; the 
latest of whom is Dr. Achilli, who was, 
little more than a year ago, attending 
Protestant Meetings in England :—  

“ The ‘great swelling words of vani
ty ’ which we so often hear concerning 
Pope Pius IX ., his love of liberty, and 
his reforms, would almost lead us to 
believe that history was regarded as 
nothing better than ‘an old almanack.’ 
W e have repeatedly inquired, W hat is 
the amount of religious liberty which 
has been conceded by the Pope P and 
up to the present time we have had no 
reply which does not intimate that the 
return, if made by official authority, 
would be nil. When such is the case 
— when the dungeons of St. Angelo 
are still filled with refractory monks, 
or with priests who have shown some 
reformation tendencies— when the Bible 
in the vulgar tongue is prohibited, and 
Bible Societies are expressly anathe
matized— it is useless, and worse than 
useless, to hold up such a man as Pius 
IX . to the admiration of men of minds 
enlightened by true knowledge. W e 
do not deny that he may have some 
notions of civil liberty which he is dis
posed to grant, provided it shall not 
interfere with the dominion of the Pa
pacy. But so long as he denies liberty 
of conscience, so long as he holds his 
people in the chains of spiritual thral
dom, no credit can be given to those 
who boast of his attachment to liberty.

‘ ‘Still it is quite certain that Pope 
Pius IX . has originated a movement 
which points him out as an extraordi
nary man. He found the Roman States 
groaning under the blighting influence

of spiritual tyranny and civil misgov- 
erninent. He found a people crouch
ing under thè lash of unprincipled 
rulers, bleeding from the wounds re
ceived in fruitless insurrections, and 
suffering the penalties of confiscations, 
exile, and imprisonment. It must be 
admitted, and we are not slow to allow 
him all the credit he deserves, that Pius 
IX . has contrived to render himself 
popular ; that without making any sub
stantial diminution of his own absolute 
power, he has issued political amnes
ties, contrived some municipal improve
ments, and given fair promises oi a pa* 
ternal Government.

“ The effect of his amnesties has been 
to draw around the Vatican all those 
busy, active, unquiet spirits who delight 
in change, or feel the degradation of 
Italy. Hence it is that Austria chiefly 
fears the policy of Pius IX . The whole 
system of Italian politics is of such 
a character that even the ignis fatuus  
of such a liberty as Pius IX . is likely 
to confer, may serve as a match, by 
means of which a  great conflagration 
may be produced. The Italians are an 
excitable, high-spirited people, full of 
the recollections of ancient glory, and, 
therefore, the more likely to be fired 
even by a phantom of freedom, especi
ally when that phantom is presented to 
them by him who sits on the seven hills, 
assuming to be the spiritual head of 
Christendom. But whilst we are fully 
alive to the possibility of great results 
proceeding from the novelty of a so- 
called Liberal Pope, we think it well to 
direct attention to the unchanged and 
unchanging character of the Papacy, 
even under the new appearance which 
it has assumed.”

The Pope has since that period run 
an extraordinary career, and has not 
only disappointed the expectations of 
the Liberals, but even disgusted his 
own followers. The flight from Rome 
in the livery of a Sardinian footman, 
will not be an agreeable reminiscence 
in the history of the successors of St. 
Peter. But the means adopted to re
store his power will not wipe out the 
stain. It is at the point of 20,000 bayo
nets and great trains of battering can
non, that the French Republic has 
opened the way for the return of the 
fugitive of Gaeta. W hat a spectacle 
to the Christian world ! The Pope, if he 
returns, must pass over streets which 
have been floated with blood, and 
through a population almost unanimous 
in their detestation of his conduct.

The dungeons of the Inquisition, for
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8 nhoyt space cleared by the revolu
tionists, arc now reopened, and even 
h^foye his arrival, the Pope, whose liber
ality was once so egregiously extolled, 
has succeeded in procuring the incar
ceration of Or. Achilli.
. Dr. Achilli is a Roman citizen. Prob
ably, in remaining in Rome, he, con
fided in ao degree in Roman mercy, 
but in the presence of the French army. 
But while the most worthless mis
creants, the leaders of rebellion, have 
been permitted to escape, some with 
French and some with English pass
ports, this man, politically innocent of 
all crime, guilty only of adopting the 
Reformed Faith, is entrapped, and at 
this moment languishes in the dun
geons of the inquisition. The French 
appear to have almost silently handed 
oser all,¡authority to th? Pope’s  Com
missioners ; and these have made it 
their earliest business to put a stop to 
the labours of Dr. Achilli.

Had they, indeed, merely acted to
wards him as they have done towards 
various political,leaders— that is, given 
.jum. notupe.to quit the city, we, might 
liave regarded it as almost a natural re
sult of the restoration of Papal power.

B a t  the. Inquisition, always a  fearful 
name, jha  ̂-acquired fr§ah featui> e s« f  
hqrroi froija the discoveries of the last 
spring. The shaft, leading from $ e  
tribunal down to caverns below,. filled 
with dead men’s bones, and exhibiting 
in its mouldering soil long tresses of 
beautiful fepiale hau;j the siseletofts 
found in the midst of the stone walls— 
these, and other revelations still fresh 
in men’s minds, are all re-awakened by 
the intelligence, that Dr. Achilli is on 
the road to those abode? of silence- 

Surely,, if “ modern enlightenment” 
is not a mockery and a delusion, all pro
fessedly civilized Governments must 
protest against such a transaction.

i t  is not even pretended that Dr. 
Achilli has had any political object Jn  
view during his residence in Rome. 
His offence is purely religious ; and we 
trust whatever public measures are re
sorted to with a view to his deliverance, 
those of our readers who possess poli
tical influence in this country, or may 
be acquainted with those now in power 
in France, will use every means in 
their power to procure his freedom ere 
it be too late.—-Record.

C o m a p & t t t a u t e .

NOTE OF T H E  ED IT O R S ON D R. H O D G E’S SERM ON.

W e have received from a respected Cor
respondent an Artiele o f some length, 
and carefully written, combating the 
views expressed at the close of Dr. 
Hodge’s Sermon, in our September 
number. The remarks of Dr. Hodge 
are founded on a statement, made to 
him by a Missionary, from Ceylon, of 
what “ the oldest, and certainly one of 
the ablest Missionaries” there, said to 
him—to the effect that he, had long and 
often preached the Gospel in different 
villages in his neighbourhood; had 
gone from house to house, until he 
knew every family intim ately; had 
often conversed with them and preach
ed  to them, but had never seen any 
fruit. “ Their minds were so darkened* 
their . moral feelings so degraded, that 
the truth cpuld gain no access, and 
made no impression;” and he is. said

to have added, “ We were literally 
forced to adopt the method of regular 
teaching.”

Our Correspondent, from his per
sonal knowledge, objects to some of 
the assumed facts in this statement, 
and; makes some strictures upon them, 
which seem very ju st; but he has gone 
so much at length into the general, sub
ject, that we think it not advisable—r 
after havinggiven so large a space to it 
in our last issue— to insert the Article. 
W e, therefore, only meet his wishes 
by endeavouring to correct the misap
prehension of the fact& by Dr. Hodge, 
and his; consequent mis-statement of 
them. This- we are enabled to do, not 
only from what our correspondent has 
said, hut from our own acquaintance 
With, the field.

The truth would seem to be that
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the assertions were made without suf
ficient qualification* and were misunder
stood on some important points. The 
Missionaries in question are, i t  is sup
posed, now both in America; and the 
conversation alluded to probably occur
red about 18 years after the cotninence- 
ment of the mission. If  it had been 
stated that a young Missionary— at 
that time joining the mission, and find
ing a great part of the strength of the 
missionaries devoted to education in 
some shape— had demurred to this, 
he might, with some propriety, as 
doubtless was the case, be told that 
there had been diligent and frequent 
preaching in the villages and from 
house to house, with little or no visi
ble fruit<—a.t least at some one of the 
stations—to that tim e; and that the 
Missionaries, or some of them, had in 
consequence given themselves more 
to teaching than they might otherwise 
have done, and had seen more imme
diate fruit from that form of labour 
than from village preaching. But it 
is a great mistake to suppose that the 
Missionaries there, first tried preaching 
for a series o f  years, and then, foe 
want of success, commenced schools. 
They began with Schools and preaching  
together^ in the commencement of the 
Mission, and have ever prosecuted 
them together ; though, it may be, the 
educational department has received,

at times, an undue share of attention ; 
as it has in fact been productive of 
more early fruit. But certainly the 
Mission have ever maintained the doc
trine that preaching the Gospel, in 
some form, is the great business o f the 
Missionary, and have never given place 
to the idea, stated by Dr. Hodge, that 
the minds of the Hindus are so dark
ened, and their feelings so degraded, 
that the truth can gain no access,, and 
make no impression. Such a doc
trine is not held by the Mission, and 
is not the ground of their labour in 
schools; for there have been not a few 
instances of the conversion of unedu
cated adults. But they labour in 
schools because they consider their 
commission as extending to children 
as well as adults; because teaching 
children is one of the best methods 
of bringing truth before the minds of 
their parents; because schools for the 
young afford means of access to  the 
old and are among the best preachi- 
ing places,for all classes;, and because 
their chief hope is on the young.

So far therefore as the remarks m  
question go  to discourage preaching, 
we wish them qualified as much as 
does> our worthy Correspondent. With 
him we wish preaching and teaching 
to go hand in hand, and to be carried 
forward, with the aid also of the Press, 
every where, as opportunity may offer, 
with faith and prayer,. M.

Rom. ix. 2 , 3.

— K in rti f io i  ¿<tti f ie y a K q , x a t  d i i a -  
Aenrtog oivvt] rtj xapSia /not/ 
yotp auros eyco avadtfia slvat dmo tov 
X/twro»/,) inrep rcov dheXtpajv /xoi/, 
tojv avyyevojv fiov x « t«  aapxot.

— I havegreat heaviness and eontin* 
ual sorrow, in my heanb. Far I  could 
wish that m yself were accursed: fr o m  

Christ fa r  my> brethren, m ykm sm enac- 
cordingto the flesh.

(Proposed rendering.)
— I have great g r ie f  and continual 

sorrow in-my heart (1  myself,toa, once 
wished to be totally and fo r  ever sepa? 
rated from  Christ,) on accouvi of, my 
brethren, my kinsmen, according: to the 
fiesh.

These verses are commonly under» 
stood to signify, that Paul had such 
an intensely affectionate anxiety to 
secure the salvation of his unbelieving 
couTitrymea, aa4o be willing to be cut
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off for ever from all communion with 
Christ, and all hope of heaven, und 
to be plunged in everlasting perdition, 
could he thereby obtain for them the 
divine favour. Origen and Chrysos
tom were among the first who advo
cated this interpretation ; and it has 
been adopted, through the influence, 
perhaps, of their high names, by the 
greater number of divines since ; and, 
among others, judging by their version , 
by the venerated translators t>f our 
English Bible. In our own day too, 
Stuart has advocated it ( Commentary 
on the Romans, in  loco,) at considerable 
length. To us, however, the senti- 
ment conveyed by it, appears so very 
strange, and even revolting, that we 
cannot believe Paul could entertain it. 
Such was the intense love he tore  
towards his Lord and Master, such his 
deep conviction that His atonement 
was the only atonement, and His 
righteousness the only righteousness, 
through which salvation could be ob
tained, and that the very thought of 
any other was sinfully derogatory to 
the Saviour’s honour, that we deem it 
utterly impossible he could ever ima
gine, far less express in words, what 
has thus been ascribed to him. Could 
Paul really be willing to become sinful 
as Satan himself, without one particle 
of goodness—an utter reprobate, and 
bitter enemy of thé great God the 
Saviour— as must he the case, we be
lieve, with all the finally condemned ? 
Surely not.

Some commentators have endeavour
ed to remove the difficulty by making 
the passage mean, “ I would willing
ly so perish for my brethren, were 
such a thing lawful.” Others, among 
whom is Scott (in  his Commentary), 
unable to concur in the above interpre
tation, consider these expressions as 
signifying that Paul was willing to be 
cut off from all communion with the 
Church of Christ, and all enjoyment 
of its privileges, ¿» this world,, if that 
could be of any avail to his country
men. But neither are these free from 
strong objections.

There is, however, another meahing

of which the words are susceptible, 
which entirely removes the objections 
we have indicated, and, at the same 
time, seems to be more in accordance 
with the original. It was first given, 
so fur as is known, we believe, by 
Jerome, and iB beginning to be received 
with favour by commentators. I t  is, 
in substance, that placed-at the head of 
our remarks, as a ‘proposed rendering.’ 
The reader, by leaving out the paren
thetical portion, will see that the mean
ing o f the Apostle is, not that he would 
willingly devote himself as a sacrifice 
for his brethren— but that he had con
tinual sorrow in his heart on their 
account ; adding, in the parenthesis, 
in a manner not unusual with him, 
that he himself also had once,/before 
his conversion, by his opposition to 
Christ, been wilfully rendering him
self accursed, and a miserable outcast 
from the Messiah. By thus speaking 
of himself rather than o f them, he, 
with much delicacy and tact, tells them 
of the real character of their opposition 
to the Gospel, and of what they must 
expect, should they persist in unbelief. 
They must be rejected, as an avddefia, 
by God.

An examination of the words, in 
the original will demonstrate the cor
rectness of this version. All the diffi
culty is contained in the parenthesis.—  

without dispute, signifies, 
I  did wish, or, J was w ishing; not, 
I  could wish. It  is not in the optative, 
but in the indicative mood ; nor is it 
accompanied by the particle a», so often 
employed to give to an indicative, a po
tential meaning.—I t  may be said, how* 
ever, that the imperfect tense is else
where, in the JNew Testament, used in 
an optative signification; as efiovho/^tjv, 
Acts xxv. 22., and rj0eAov, Gal, iv. 20. 
But, even in these passages, the mean
ing appears to us to be more accurately 
rendered in the indicative of the past, 
than in the optative of the present. 
The former of them, for example, 
which refers to Agrippa’s desiring to  
hear Paul,’ seems to us to signify, “ !  
was myself wishing to-hear h im ;-o r ,
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in conversational language, “ That is 
the very man 1 was myself wishing 
to hear,” having been told so much 
about him.— W e think, therefore, that 
the meaning we have given to the 
word in the text is rigidly expressive 
of that in the original.

The very emphatic manner in which 
Paul speaks of himself, too— I  myself,, 
ovtos iyco— cannot be readily account
ed -for, if there is no tacit comparison 
between his former state, while in un
belief, and that of his countrymen. 
Without this, the simple statement, /  
wasmoishing, Tjv̂ o/iLtjv, would alone have 
been used/

Authority for the meaning given to 
yap  will be found in the abundant re
ferences in Schleusner, or in Mac- 
knight’s Fourth Preliminary Essay, 
prefixed to his Work on the Epistles.

The only other word of any difficulty 
is owaSsfua, nearly the same in mean
ing with uva0tiju.rx., and agreeing with 
the Hebrew It properly signifies
something set up, in a temple, as an 
image, a painting, &c . ; or set apart, 
as an animal for sacrifice. Such ob
jects, being devoted to the gods, could 
not be recovered again, nor ever appli
ed to common uses. The image or 
picture must remain for ever in the 
temple ; the animal must be sacrificed. 
Paul says that in the days of his un
belief he wished to be as completely 
cut off from all connection with Christ 
as the devoted object was from ordin
ary u se : or his words may signify 
that his conduct formerly, as a perse
cutor, must in the end, had not divine 
grace interposed, have thus cut him 
for ever off from communion with the 
Saviour, and plunged him in eternal 
destruction. Such, he intimates, must 
be the fate of his countrymen; and 
hence his grief for them.

But it may be asked, by way o f ob
jection— If  the Apostle did not mean 
to say he could sacrifice himself for 
his countrymen— if he merely meant 
to express his grief for them— why did 
he employ the solemn adjuration in the 
1st verse ?— That solemnity was fully 
called for, even according to our inter
pretation. He virtually tells the Jews 
that by rejecting Christ, their Messiah, 
they are preparing the way for their be
ing rejected by Him— made an dvudefia 
—a doomed people, both here and here
after— if they repented not. This is 
treated of at great length in this and 
the two following chapters. Now when 
we consider how bitterly the Jews re
sented every thing said against their 
law, or their temple, or themselves 
as the peculiar people of God—or even 
in favour of the Gentiles, whom they 
despised as utterly undeserving to be 
participants in their privileges—deem
ing, as they did, all such statements to 
be very blasphemy, we must see how 
violently they would feel when told 
they were to be cast off by God, and 
the despised Gentiles received by Him  
into their place. Paul, therefore, to 
impress their minds the more deeply, 
and, if possible, influence them aright, 
and to convince them that he did not 
speak from pique, or in levity, nor even 
from the impulse of vengeful hatred, 
which their treatment of him had been 
certainly fitted to excite, begins in the 
most solemn manner by assuring them  
of his deep love for them, and hia com
miseration of their fearful condition.

But enough, we believe, has now 
been said to show the correctness of  
what we consider the meaning of this 
much disputed passage; and we trust 
our rendering is in accordance with the 
mind of the Spirit.

G.

*  It might have been observed regarding this word, that ev%oftat, as the Greek 
Scholar knows, likewise signifies ‘/  glory;' and this meaning might liavc been very 
appropriately used here. Paul once gloried in liis determined opposition to the Gospel 
—though lie thereby cut himself off from Christ—as the Jews still continued to do. 
But to avoid introducing too many changes into the translation, it is considered sufficient 
to mention it here; the meaning, on the whole, being the same.
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M EM OIR O F T H E  L A T E  R E V . W . M IL L E R .
(Concluded fro m  p ag e 41S.J

A bo u t  the end o f  the year 1826, he 
was appointed, by the directors, to the 
Society’s station, at N&gercoil in South 
Travancore, and having married Miss 
Pitman of Gosport, sailed for India 
in the beginning o f  April 1827, arrived 
at Madras, August 5th, and reached 
Nagercoil on the 31st October. In less 
than three months after joining his 
station, it pleased the Lord to pat 
into h «  hand the cup of sorrow, by 
removing his dear wife by death. The 
painful situation in which he was 
thus, suddenly placed brought out new 
features of his character. While stand
ing by her dying bed, and watching 
the «bbiags of life, he said with calm
ness, though evidently with a bleeding 
heart, “ I am enabled with quiet -sub
mission to look on the wreck of my 
dearest earthly treasure, and to drink 
this bitter draught without a  murmur, 
because my Lord has himself put the 
cupinio nay hand !” Formed as his mind 
assuredly was, for domestic enjoyment, 
this afflictive event materially affect
ed his spirits, and no doubt aided in 
the development of a disease which 
soon after seized him. At this period, 
however, he applied himself diligently 
to the study of the Tamil language; 
and he took a lively interest in training 
Native Youths for future service in 
the Mission. Disease, however, was 
making insidious progress on his frame, 
and by the next year he found it ex 
pedient to remove, for a  season, to a 
more temperate climate- Accordingly, 
early in 1829, he took a journey to the 
Neilgherries (Blue mountains), where 
he spent more than a year, under 
the hospitable roof, and in the friendly 
intimacy, of the excellent Major Brett.

He derived much benefit from his 
visit to the Hills, and returned to 
Travanoore about the middle of 1830. 
During: his absence firom his station, 
he had, to the utmost of his strength,

kept up a diligent and critical study 
of the Tamil language. A 'few months 
after his return firom the Hills, he 
again entered the marriage state, by 
a union with Miss Horst, of Tanjordv 
whose late father was a zealous 'co
adjutor and successor of the venera
ble and pious Schwarts. Mr. Miller’»  
comfort and happiness were greatly 
promoted by this event. He had fre
quent monitions, however, that he 
must not calculate on a life of health. 
His heavenly Father saw fit to chequer 
his days with seasons of pain, and 
seldom was he able to endure much 
fatigue. He always manifested a quiet 
acquiescence in the divine will, though 
often grieved in spirit that he was un
able to share the labours of the station, 
so much as his soul desired. I am 
disposed to think that, on the whole, 
he enjoyed more health between the 
years 1830 and 1834, than any other 
period of his life in India.

About June 1834 he was seized with 
illness, which, at first, did not seem 
serious. Haemorrhage from the lungs, 
however, soon followed, which frequent
ly recurring led his medical advisers 
to urge his going to sea. I t  was with 
reluctance he yielded to this advice, 
being anxious,, as he always said, to 
live and die in the field of labour. 
His continued illness, .however*.-he con
sidered the voice of p ro v id e n c e a n d  
he obeyed it. H e, with Mrs, M. and 
their infant son, embarked for the. Cape 
of (Jood Hope, where they , were 
welcomed., and accommodate,d with|h§,; 
greatest kindness, by Mrs. Philip -x Dr. 
P. being absent in the colony.,t,This 
voyage did not very materially im
prove his health.

The state of his mind during «this 
voyage, and bis subsequent oije Xo7 
New Soujth Wale% after, staying ten 
weeks at the Cape, will he apparent,, 
by. a feyr eKtraots from hb  diary. A .
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few days after leaving the shores of 
India he makes this entry, “ I do not 
find any change for the better in my 
health. It is perhaps too soon to look 
for any material improvement. The 
Lord be gracious to me, restore me 
to health again» and to my work, for 
his own glory, and for the comfort 
of. my dear wife and child ! But be 
can take care of them and carry on 
hi# blessed work without me.” “ Have 
I crossed the line which separates 
saints from sinners, the children of 
light from the children of darkness. 
Have 1 passed from death unto life? 
Soon 1 may have to cross the line 
which bounds this life and have to 
cross “ the narrow stream of death. 
Lotd prepare thy servant for that 
solemn transition.” Some time after, 
in noticing the sudden death of a 
soldier, he remarks, “ Here is a renewed 
call to repentance and preparation for 
eternity ; may some, at least, of our 
careless irreligious fellow-passengers, 
be led to attend to the voice of God 
and flee from the wrath to come ! O 
that I were able to go among the 
soldiers and the crew, to endeavour 
to impress on their minds the import
ance of seeking salvation now while 
God is waiting to be gracious, and 
Jesus is exalted to give repentance 
and remission of sin ! But the Doctor 
will not allow it.”

On the 1st of December, we find 
these interesting reflections on his 
birth-day. “ I am this day 30 years 
of age. I have been trying to recall the 
scenes and events of former years; 
and to excite my soul to gratitude 
and praise for all the great and un
deserved mercies which the Lord has 
bestowed upon me. O how cold is 
my love to thee, most gracious Saviour; 
how imperfect have been all my en
deavours to serve thee ! Y et I can say 
with truth, I love thee; and to serve 
thee and promote thy honour has been 
my chief delight; and if it please 
thee, O my God, to prolong my life,
1 will, in thy strength, love and serve 
thee more ardently, yea, devote all 
my talents, to the advancement of 
Vol. V ll.— No. 12.

thy blessed reign on earth. Heal me. 
In pity restore me to my wonted 
health and vigour. O my Father, do 
this for thy name’s sake. But if this 
be not thy will, O Lord, help me to 
acquiesce, and to turn my mind more 
to the contemplation of eternity.”

December 12th, he observes, “ I am, 
thank God, free from cough, spit very 
little, and find the pain in my chest 
moderating. I do hope that the Lord 
is about to display his mercy, in my 
recovery from this sickness. Oh that 
he would also heal my backslidings, 
and attach my heart more strongly to 
himself, and his blessed service, in 
which it is my hearts desire to live 
and die !” Only six days after the last 
date, a relapse of former symptoms 
dashed the cherished hopes of return
ing health, but shook not that steady 
reliance on the wisdom and grace of 
his Heavenly Father, which our afSict- 
ed friend uniformly maintained.

“ My mind is peaceful, stayed upon 
Jesus the rock of our salvation.” Many 
interesting selections might be made 
from his diary of these voyages; but 
as all that is intended, is to exemplify 
the state of his mind, at this season, 
the foregoing may suffice. Perhaps, 
however, prominence enough has not 
been given to one subject; namely, 
his constant regret that he was un
able to preach the Gospel to those 
who traversed the seas with him. His 
tender spirit was often stirred, when 
he beheld their character and condi
tion, without the power of warning 
them of their danger. His medical 
adviser prohibited his even speaking 
more than was indispensable, and that 
in a low tone of voice; and he found 
comfort, only in silent prayer for those 
he could not address.

The small vessel in which they sail
ed for New South Wales was incom
modious, and ill adapted for an invalid; 
yet he seemed to be somewhat improv
ed on his arrival in the Colony. They 
touched first at Hobart Town in Van 
Dieman’s land, where they stayed 14 
days. The air here was too cold, and 
he was glad when he found himself ap- 

T  3
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proae.hing Sydney, which possesses 
a milder atmosphere. Mr. and Mrs. 
Miller landed there on the 26th of 
May 1835, and found in that distant 
regie«, many kind friends of the Sa
viour, who sympathized with the af
flicted stranger; and were forward to 
promote his comfort, and soothe his 
mind. During the first two or three 
months of his residence in Sydney, 
his health improved to such a de
gree, that hopes were entertained of 
hi» complete recovery. But these ap
pearances were fallacious. He was 
soon again visited with alarming 
symptoms; and feeling assured he 
had derived all the benefit he could 
expect from a temporary abode in 
New South Wales, he determined to 
return to India by the first favour
able opportunity. Accordingly he soon 
after sailed for the Malabar Coast, and 
arrived at Alleppey in February 1836. 
He reached home a few days after, 
and manifested great thankfulness at 
being permitted to behold the scenes 
of his formeir labours. His diary, after 
leaving Australasia bears testimony to 
his uniformly devout frame of mind. 
But we find he had so much improv
ed in health, as to allow him occa
sionally to engage in religious exer
cises on the Sabbath. These, however, 
usually induced languor and weakness. 
His friends in New South Wales re
gretted his determination to leave the 
Colony so soon. But being convinced 
that his health was irrecoverable, he 
shrunk from the idea of leaving Mrs. 
Miller a widow, in a strange land. He 
had also a strong attachment to Nager- 
coil, the scene of his labours, and wish
ed to die among the people of his 
charge. In a letter, written soon after 
he reached his station, respecting his 
health he says, “ It is such as to requite 
the exercise of great care and caution. 
I have suffered since my arrival, an 
aggravation ef some of the symptoms 
of my complaint, which has been 
caused, I suppose, partly by the ex
citement of travelling, partly by the 
high temperature of the climate, at the 
present season.” He never regained his

strength sufficiently, after this period, 
to take any further active part in the 
mission, except an occasional visit to 
some of the nearer schools. H e felt 
this privation ; and often mourned that 
his colleague had to sustain the entire 
burden. All that friendship could do 
by sympathy, was attempted, to soothe 
his mind; nor did his heavenly Father 
leave him to repine at the arrange
ments of his government, but sus
tained his mind with the rich conso
lations of his word and Spirit.

An event, that shortly followed his 
return to India, showed that his di 
vine master had yet another link to 
break— that was binding him to earth. 
But for this also, He graciously pre
pared him, by fulfilling to him the 
promise, “ My grace is sufficient for 
thee ; for my strength is made perfect 
in weakness.” To avoid lengthening 
this sketch, little reference has been 
made to Mrs. M iller; though she at
tended her husband, with the most 
devoted attention through all his jour- 
neyings and voyages, carrying her in
fant in her arms, which must, in no 
small degree, have added to her care 
and anxiety. She bore all, however, 
with cheerfulness ; and always seemed 
happy, whatever labour it cost her, 
when she saw any improvement in her 
husband. On her return to India, she 
appeared to have lost much of her 
natural vivacity, but did not complain. 
She b«gan to form plans of useful
ness in her own sphere. Having col* 
lected a small sum for the purpose, 
she commenced a girls’ school, consist
ing of 35 children, and was very as
siduous in training them to regular 
and studious habits. She also met the 
women of the station, every Sabbath, 
for religious instruction. In these du- 
ties she engaged with regularity and 
deep interest, and with the hope that 
God would bless them. Btat her eilorts 
were of short duration. She was at- 
tacked with consumption, in August 
1836. Its course was rapid ; and, on 
the first of December following, she 
gave up her spirit into the hands of 
God, her Saviour, at Quilon, whither
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her afflicted husband had taken her 
for medical advice. This unexpected 
stroke was severely felt by the be
reaved ; but the Lord was his s ta y ; 
and he returned to Nagercoil, with his 
motherless boy, a few days after, with 
a mind chastened by grief, yet calm  
and tranquil, saying, “ My Lord has 
done it. lie  is too wise to err, too 
good to be unkind, and he enables 
me to say, Blessed be His name— he 
doeth all things well.”

The tenderest sympathies were ex
cited towards our suffering friend and 
his child, after this painful event; 
and every effort was made to divert 
his mind. He was still sensible of 
the progress o f his disease, and felt 
persuaded^ that his time on earth must 
soon terminate, and looked forward, 
with joyful expectation, to the period 
when he should be entirely freed from 
the fetters of earth. Many months 
of languishing, however, were yet ap
pointed him. Often would the weary 
pilgrim say, “ I want to be at home; 
I faint my much loved Lord to see.” 
About a month before his death, he 
visited his kind medical friend in Tre- 
vandrum, staying more than a week. 
He returned home relieved, but evi
dently weaker than he went. He had 
before this settled his worldly affairs, 
and placed his ehild, so soon to be an 
orphan, in the hands of his future guar
dians. One remaining wish, namely, 
that he might see, ere he closed his 
eyes in death, a brother to fill his 
place in the mission, was also granted 
him ; when he exclaimed with all his 
remaining strength, “ Now lettest thou 
fchy servant depart in peace.”

He spent much of the last months 
of his life in perusing the Scriptures, 
and works of a devotional kind. He 
derived exquisite pleasure from the 
study of the Saviour’s character, and 
.would often expatiate with delight 
on portions ef John’s Gospel, and

Epistles, and remarked on one of 
these occasions, “ I never knew half 
so much of the loveliness of Jesus 
before; and what will it be when I 
see him.” Three days before his re
lease, a friend, who attended him, pro
posed reading to him. He assented, 
but was too weak to pay continued 
attention. He proposed part of the 17th 
chapter of John ; and after hearing a 
few verses, new life seemed to be in
fused into his soul, and he spoke 
for some time with animation and joy, 
on the union which subsists between 
Christ and believers even on earth ; 
and, lifting his emaciated hands, re
joiced in the anticipation of soon par
ticipating in the bliss of a more per
fect and permanent union with him 
in heaven. The approach of death 
was to him a matter of the most 
ardent desire; and he would often 
say, “ How sweet will he the rest of 
heaven !” At length the hour of re
lease came, and the same calm se
renity of mind marked his passage 
through the last conflict. On the 
morning of the 24th of April, 1838, 
he gently breathed his last. A be
loved missionary brother, Mr. Rhenius, 
from the neighbouring station, arriv
ed about an hour before the depar
ture of our dear friend, but too 
late to interchange the expressions 
of friendship that had long subsisted 
between them. Mr. Rhenius improv
ed the event by an impressive address, 
in Tamil, at the grave of our friend, 
where many hundred Native Christ
ians and others, had congregated to 
pay the last tribute of respect to the 
departed. We little thought, at the 
time, that the lips that addressed us 
with so much earnestness, and fer
vour, would in two short months be 
also closed in death. These saints 
are now both before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night in 
his temple. “ Blessed are the dead, 
who die in the Lord !”
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iirltfitous anïi pussionarg XtttrUfgen'tt.

jTorefpt.
G eneva. Union of Churches. -  There 

have, for many years past, existed at 
Geneva three Churches unconnected 
with the national establishment. One, 
assembling atTOratoire, is of presbyte- 
rian principles. Its ministers are the 
Rev. M. Pilet, Professor Gaussen, and 
occasionally, Dr. Merle D ’Aubigne and 
others. The second is Dr. Malan’s 
Church,called i ’Eglise du Temoignuge, 
avowing the same principles of Church 
Government. A third, called VEglise  
de la Pellisserie, is formed on congrega
tional principles; and as baptism never 
was considered by the members as a 
vital question, it receives indiscrimin
ately into its bosom Psedo-baptists and 
Baptists. Two of its ministers, the 
Rev. Messrs. L ’Huillier and Empeytaz, 
are Predo-baptists, while the third, the 
Rev. M. Guers, is a Baptist.

These three Churches, which all hold 
precisely the same orthodox and strictly 
evangelical views of the saving doc
trines of Christianity, acting upon the 
principle that “ Union is strength,” have 
lately drawn closer to each other, and 
formed a kind of Presbyterian union, 
represented by fifteen delegates chosen 
by the several Churches; each Church, 
however, continuing to adhere to its 
respective forms and usages in minor 
matters.

This union was hailed with great joy 
by all the friends of the truth at Geneva, 
who are now enabled to present a bold 
and compact front to the numerous 
enemies of the Gospel, by whom they 
are encompassed on all sides. A pleas
ing fact connected with this movement 
is that, as soon as it was known, the 
Rev.JVI. De Mole,, a most eloquent 
preacher, and one of the very few 
evangelical clergymen in the establish
ed Church, where his orthodoxy expos
ed hi in to constant opposition, together 
with one hundred pious members of the 
national establishment, have joined the 
new.United Evangelical Free Church. 
May the Lord bless and prosper it 
abundantly ! A. F . L.

P o l y n e s i a .— T̂he inhabitants o f  Upo- 
In, one of the islands in the Samoan 
gioup, who, a few years since received 
t{ie Gospel through the labours of the 
lamented John Williams, were, in 1847, 
threatened with war by the chiefs of a 
neighbouring island. Having, however,

learnt that war is inimical to the spirit 
of Christianity, they quietly bore every 
insult, and humbled themselves before 
their opponents, hoping to effect a  
pacification. This, however, seemed 
only to make matters worse, as it 
thwarted the latter in their malicious 
design. They invaded Upolu, and com
mitted depredations. Still the innocent 
people did not resist, but chose to retire 
in a body to Atua, the province of an 
ally, and remained there till, as they 
hoped, the rage of their enemies was 
spent. They then returned under the 
escort of their ally to their houses. 
They settled down ; things looked 
better; peace was anticipatèd.

Soon the threatening was renewed, 
and the people of Upolu, having the 
promise of help from their ally, resolv
ed to stand on the defensive. In June, 
last year, hostilities commenced. Sev
eral skirmishes preceded the decisive 
battle, in which their haughty and ma
licious opponents were defeated. Many 
were killed, some rushed into the sea, 
to the canoes, the reef, and some to the 
bush. But those foes were not tho
roughly routed, for the Sabbath drew 
nigh, and the victors stayed in the 
heat of their pursuit, saying, that they 
could not expect success i f  they violated 
the holy day. Thus great numbers of 
their enemies escaped ; and reverence 
for the Sabbath and the will of God, 
triumphed over revenge. W hat a proof 
of the potent influence of the Gospel ! 
and what a lesson to those warriors 
who make greater pretensions to reli
gion !

U n i t e d  S t a t e s . Statistics o f Rom
anism.— There are, according to the 
latest date, 16 Roman Catholic Eccle- 
siasticalSeminaries in theÜnited States, 
having about 50 instructors, and 180 
students.

All the Protestant denominations in 
the country, regarded as evangelical, 
have 40 Theological schools, with 105 
instructors and 1,014 students.

The Catholics have 14 Colleges, 165 
instructors, and 1,324 students. The 
evangelical Protestants, have 95 Col
leges, and 8,454 students.

The Catholics have 72,000 volumes 
in their College libraries, and the evan
gelical Protestant 611,350.

If  “ knowledge is power,” then, ac
cording to the above data, allowing the
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Catholic teachera to be as learned as 
the Protestants, and their students as 
thoroughly instructed, there would not 
seem to be the great danger from Catho
lic influence in our country, which 
some apprehend, and others have so 
loudly proclaimed.

The Catholic Almanac, the statistical 
organ of the Romanists in this country, 
represents the total decrease of Roman 
Catholics in the United States during 
the last year, as being one hundred and 
nine thousand, four hundred ; and the 
present number of that denomination 
in this country, as one million two 
hundred and seventy-six thousand three 
hundred.

This takes us by surprise, and com
ing from any other than a Romish 
source, would be incredible. Vast 
numbers of Romanists have been added 
by emigration and by natural increase ; 
and if it be true that the loss is so 
much greater than the additions, it 
must have been immense. If these 
things are so, the glory of American 
Popery has departed.

Oriental.
B a p t i s m s  a t  B h o w a n ip o r f . . — On 

Sahbath, Nov. 1 1th, the Rev. J . Mullqns 
administered the ordinance of baptism 
to four members of the natve congrega
tion at Bhowanipore. One of them is 
a girl in the boarding school under Mrs.

Mullens’ charge, «tad has for some time 
past exhibited, in her steady conduct, 
the fruits of a religious education. Six 
months ago, another of the elder girls, 
a Mohammedan orphan, was also bap
tized on the profession of her faith ; 
and maintains the profession most con
sistently to the present time. These 
are instances most encouraging to those 
who watch over the young, and seek 
under the blessing of God, to lead them 
to the cross of Christ.

T h e  R e v . J . C. H k r d m a n . — W e 
understand that Mr. Herdman, who 
was lately a labourer in the (Establish
ed) Church of Scotland’s Mission, Cal
cutta, was to commence his duties as 
Junior Minister of St. Andrew’s Church, 
on Sabbath the 18th November, intima
tion of his appointment having been 
brought by the last Bombay Mail.

The Church being under repairs, Mr. 
Herdmari’s opening sermon was to be 
delivered in the Free Mason’s Hall.

We augur much good from this judi
cious appointment Our best wishes 
and sympathies attend the Junior Min
ister of St. Andrew’s. W e trust he 
will live in the affections of his charge 
— have nothing to grieve his spirit, or 
check him in his course, but have that 
kind of prosperity which is not earthly, 
but heavenly; which will make his 
ministry peaceful and joyous, and its 
termination as the open gate of heaven.

Ketoa autr 25fontts of tlje fWontlj.

I n India, all is calm. The report of 
the speedy return to England of the 
Governor General, whose health, we 
regret to learn, is failing, seems to 
have been premature. He was expect
ed at Lahore in the end of November, 
on his way to Multan and the Western 
Presidency. It is said that, while ‘a 
voyage’ is absolutely necessary to re
store his health, he has no immediate 
intention of returning home.

Dr. Boaz, who had been commission
ed to aid in obtaining, while in Eng
land, satisfactory arrangements regard
ing the Law of marriage in India, and 
the rightful disposal of property that 
should belong to native converts, is now

on his return to Calcutta. He has not 
brought “ a Marriuges' India Act, or 
a Property of Converts' Act, in his 
pocket; but the former is in a state 
that awaits only, we believe, the final 
sanction of the Supreme Council, and 
the latter is to be referred to the Indian 
Government.”

The Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge has engaged to advance 
£ 2 ,000  towards the formation of a 
Theological Institution in Colombo; 
the Bishop of Ceylon having not only 
paid £2,000 in furtherance of the object, 
but also promised £200  a year to it, 
during his episcopate.

In China no reconciliation has yet
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been effected between the Native and 
Portuguese Governments; and the like
lihood of hostilities between that coun
try and the European Powers generally 
is not removed.—The Bishop of Vic
toria, in Hongkong, had made arrange
ments to leave England, with his suite, 
for his Chinese Diocese, in the Ship 
Sir George Pollock, about the end of 
October.

Peace and good order still prevail in 
B ritain ; but in Ireland , though there 
is no general outbreak, evil is said to 
be brooding. The Queen’s late ‘pro
gress’ elicited fervent expressions of 
loyalty generally : but such ephemeral 
visits are not at all likely to do much 
to remove the distresses of a ‘sinking’ 
country, in which the people are de
pressed by poverty; and even many 
of the landed proprietors and the 
clergy, with their families, starving. 
The present generation is paying a 
severe penalty for the neglects of their 
predecessors.— The Popish priesthood 
of Ireland, we regret to see, do not 
seem, generally, to participate in the 
loyalty of the people. In an address 
presented to the Queen, during her 
late visit, by the priests of the district of 
Ballingarry, the following passages oc
cur. Speaking of the Union, they say,

“ A connection which in every stage, 
and never more than in the present, 
has ever proved a source of evil and 
misery, such as fell upon no other land 
beneath the sun. * * W e are not so
devoid, of .human feeling, or so unutter- 
ly unable to distinguish between right 
and wrong, as not to look upon English 
government, as administered in Ire
land, as one of the worst forms of 
tyranny which can at present be found 
upon the face of the earth.”

Regarding the tmeute last year, they
say.

“ In relation to the ill advised at
tempt of the last year, the great major
ity of the Catholic clergy of Ireland 
acted on the same principle, and none 
other, which would impel a father to 
snatch his son from an unarmed en
counter with a lion ortiger. He would 
iain save his stm from the fatal conse
quences of his own rash impulses, or 
the no less rash suggestions of others,

but he would not love the monster 
who had ravaged his feldaod his fields 
one whit the more !”

Of the British Colonies, Canada con
tinues in a very moody and unsettled 
state; while The Cape o f  Good Hope is 
filled with dissatisfaction at the attempt 
of Government to render it a penal 
colony. It is not yet certain that-the 
attempt is abandoned. The improprie
ty of the Government measure will 
better appear, if we make the case .our 
own. Were the Home Authorities to 
send out a few ship loads of the worst 
characters to Madras, and to let them 
loose among us, we would be little 
better pleased than the people of the 
Cape. The measure is even worse, in 
their case. The Cape is to be consid
ered a young country ; and the cor
rupting of its population now, by a de
moralized admixture, might speedily 
communicate to the great mass a fear
ful taint and depravity, that must pol
lute and degrade it through many com
ing generations.

In the continent o f Europe political 
and civil turmoil and confusion con
tinue extensively to prevail. Symp
toms of approaching convulsions are 
again becoming manifest. JUike the 
smouldering fires and the boiling floods 
in the heart of a volcano, there are 
feelings and influences at work in many 
parts of Europe., that may soon burst 
forth into open and tremendous action, 
and cover it with all the confusion and 
horrors o f war. In Italy no arrange
ment has yet taken place, in the north; 
nor yet between the Pope and his im
mediate subjects. And not only do 
serious misunderstandings exist be
tween Russia and Turkey—between 
Hungary and Austria—between Naples 
and Sicily— between France and Rome 
—between Prussia and Denmark; but 
interna] struggles are going on in 
the heart of some of these countries 
themselves. Turkey is torn 1>y the 
intestine rebellion of some of its pro
vinces ; France ts again ripening far 
another revolution ; the elements of  
civil discord are rapidly accumulating 
in Switzerland, and may soon burst
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forth in war. Truly 1849 has been a 
troublous year : troublous in itself, and 
the fruitful parent, we fear, of still 
more troublous events, destined to har
ass and castigate the nations, during 
the Limes of its successors.

Amid such manifold rumours of wars, 
and this shaking of nations, it is cheering 
to reflect that “ God reigns;” and that 
He will not fail to bring order out of 
confusion. There are indeed said to 
be symptoms of the manifestation of 
this result already in France. While 
the French expedition against Rome 
continues to be as unpopular as ever in 
that country, it is at the same time de
clared to be an unquestionable fact

that, in consequence of it» Protestan» 
tism is extending, both in Paris and the 
Provinces. The deplorable proceed
ings of the Pope, as well as of the 
French Government have led many 
conscientious Roman Catholiea to con
sider more seriously the nature of the 
religion which tolerates the conduct 
now displayed by the leaders. We have 
no doubt that all will be made to sub« 
serve the dissemination, in the end, of 
the truths of Scripture, and the conse
quent diffusion and permanency of that 
true and lasting “ peace,” which heart* 
felt religion alone can secure, both to 
nations and individuals.

©iJttuarg.

R e v . J .  D a v i e s .— It is with great 
and sincere grief we are called on to 
announce the death of one of the most 
devoted Missionaries, and one of the 
ablest and most learned men, in Ceylon. 
Mr. J . Davies, Baptist Missionary, ex
pired on Friday, the 2d Nov., after a 
short attack of Dysentery, the climax 
to a series of sufferings co-existent 
almost with his residence in Ceylon— 
and before which, though his fine and 
courageous mind quailed not, his wast. 
ed body at length succumbed. The 
deceased Missionary was cut down ear 
ly in his career, his age not exceeding 
3 4 ; a fact which struck with surprise 
many who had long admired the matu
rity of his judgment, the expansiveness 
of his mind, the largeness of his views, 
and the extent of his acquirements. 
Conscientiousness was the leading fea
ture of his character. He never re
ceived a statement, an opinion, or a 
doctrine, on trust. All were submitted 
to the patient and industrious scrutiny 
of a mind naturally acute, and which 
had been trained and disciplined to the 
severest principles of the science of 
reasoning. The Christianity which he 
professed and preached, he lived up to.

Its precepts were his guide through 
life— its promises his support in afflic
tion, and in the solemn hour of death. 
A closing scene more replete with calm 
triumph has seldom been witnessed. It 
was his last seal to the truth of a sys* 
tem, and to the reality of doctrines, 
which, having thoroughly examined, he 
sincerely believed.

R f.v . J. K r a u s s .— We much regret 
to announce the death of this mis
sionary who has laboured for some years 
at Kappasdanga, in the Krishnaghur 
district. He died rather unexpectedly 
at Chinsurah, on the 15th October, of a 
liver complaint. Thus as we announce 
the arrival of one labourer in the work 
of Christ, have we to announce the de
parture of another for his final reward. 
And thus alas how often it i s ! Yes, 
but the Master lives, and his work 
ceases not, and every precious life sacri
ficed in India for the Saviour’s sake but 
hastens on the triumph of the kingdom 
of our Lord.

M r s . H a r i u e t  S c u d d e r .—It is with 
no common concern that we record the 
decease of this much valued female
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Missionary, wife o f  the Rev. J .  S cod- 
u e r ,  m. u. of the American Madras 
Mission. This afflicting event took 
place on Monday evening, the 19th ult., 
at Madras, after a short but severe 
illness, during which no danger was 
apprehended, until a few hours before 
death closed the scene. The funeral 
was attended by a ver3T large concourse 
of people, -of all classes, from the Chief 
Secretary and Military Secretary to 
Government, and the Civil Auditor, to 
the children of the Mission Schools ; 
who thus united in testifying their sense 
of their departed friend’s worth.

As we hope to give some more en
larged account of our beloved fellow- 
labourer, from the funeral sermon to be 
preached on the occasion, we here add 
only the following, from one of the 
Journals of this city.

“ By this sudden and unexpected 
stroke, not only the family immediately 
afflicted, but the Mission, have sustain

ed an irreparable loss. Mrs. S.cam e to 
India with her husband in 1819, and 
three other Mission families; and, of 
the eight persons in that company, is 
the fourth that has died. Three of the 
Missionaries and one of their wives, 
are still in the field, after a period of 
thirty years.

“ Mrs. S. went to America in 1842, 
and returned in 1847, still devoted to 
the Mission work, in which she de
lighted, to the time of her decease. She 
left six sons in America, and two daugh
ters and two sons in India— the latter 
engaged as Missionaries. After a short 
but severe illness, throughout which she 
was entirely calm and self-possessed, 
when she found the hand of death upon 
her, she took an affectionate leave of 
her husband, children, and friends; and 
expressing her assurance that the “ pre
cious Saviour” was with her, she clos
ed her eyes, as oi.? falling sweetly 
asleep, and ceased to breathe.”

E C C L E S IA S T IC A L  M O VEM ENTS.

The Rev. JV. C arr , has been appointed Junior Chaplain at Kurrachee, 
and to act as Chaplain at Hydrabad till further orders.

The Rev. P . Anderson has been appointed to act, for the present, as 
Chaplain of Colabah, and the harbour.

N o r t h - W e s t .— The Rev. Dr. Duff was expected to be at Agra, about 
the 20th ultimo.— The Rev. Mr. Vaughan was about to leave that place 
for Europe, vid Bombay.— The Rev. Mr. Bowstead, now at Loodianah, will 
probably be appointed to Bareilly, vacant by the return to England of the 
Rev. Mr. Brooke.— The Rev. Mr. Saulez was to leave Naina Tal about the 
11th ultimo.

The Rev. J .  V. Bull, b . a . ,  has been appointed to act as Chaplain of Black 
Town, Madras, until farther orders.

The Rev. G. E . Morris, b . a . ,  has been appointed by the Venerable the 
Archdeacon of Madras, as a Surrogate for the issuing of Marriage Licenses 
within the Diocese.

M o n th ly  m is s io n a ry  P r a y e r  m eeting:.

T h e Meeting last month was held in the American Mission Church, Ckin- 
tadrepettah. Several Missionaries engaged in the services, which were chiefly 
devotional.

The next Meeting will be held on Monday, the 3d instant, in St. Andrew's 
Church; the Rev. T . H asw k ll to give an address, on The opposition o f the 
Heathen to the progress o f Divine truth.


