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ON M ISSIO N S IN B ENGA L AND BEHAR.

[In  a letter to a friend, hy Major Hill of Kampti ]

M y d e a r  F r i e n d —I regard it as a 
sw eet ingredient which my H eavenly 
Fa ther has m ingled in my cup of per
sonal affliction, that sickness, which 
has on two late  occasions laid me 
aside from the duties of m y profes
sion, has brought me into more inti
m ate acquaintance with the work of 
the Lord in  India. In  m y former 
journey tw o years ago, I had an op
portunity of visiting the Mission sta
tions of Southern In d ia ;—my more 
recent route has lain  in the direction 
of Behar and Bengal.

W hile residing w ith my friend M. 
at Benares, I enjoyed the privilege 
of accom panying one of the Church 
Missionaries there, w hen he w ent to 
preach in the city. T he num ber of 
auditors fluctuated from about 100 to 
150: but there were few in the  crowd 
who w ere known to be in the habit 
of attending the place of meeting. 
Although this zealous Missionary had 
been seventeen years engaged in 
preaching the Gospel to the heathen 
w ith unrem itting assiduity and faith
fulness, it is affecting to observe, in 
a  recen t report, that he y e t “ feels 
deeply concerned that one year after 
another should pass aw ay w ithout his 
endeavours yielding any visible fruit.” 
Still it is satisfactory to know that in 
Benares, as well as in several other 
parts of India and in Ceylon, the 
opinion is gaining ground among the 
natives that Christianity m ust over
throw every opposing form of reli
gion.

A principle object of attraction to 
me in this ancient city was the F ree  
School built by Babu Jaynarayan up
wards of 20 years ago, a t a cost of 
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Rupees 50,000. It was endowed by 
its liberal founder w ith the rent of 
some property in the Cantonment, and 
the grant of a m onthly stipend which 
he obtained from Government. I t  
does not appear that this wealthy 
native gentlem an was ever baptized; 
but it is evident that his heart, as well 
as his mind, had been much expand
ed by intercourse w ith pious Euro
peans, particularly with Mr. W h ea t
ley, formerly a m erchant in Benares. 
How far his view s were in advance 
of those of his countrymen, in whose 
welfare he felt so deep an interest, 
may be seen from the following ex 
tract of a letter w ritten by him to 
the Church Missionary Society in 
1828.

“I had heard through Mr. W heatley 
of the R ev. Mr. C orrie; I often prayed 
that he m ight come to Benares, and 
at length he cam e to reside at this 
place. I determ ined upon m aking 
the C alcutta Committee o f the Church 
Missionary Society the T rustees of 
my school, and assign to them  the 
property w hich I had appropriated for 
the endowm ent of it. Thus w hat 
I have been m any years desiring, 
begins to be accomplished. But 
I long greatly that the  most effec
tual means may be used for enlight
ening the minds of my countrymen. 
I am therefore anxious to have a 
printing-press also established a t Ben
ares, by which school-books m ight be 
speedily multiplied and treatises on 
different subjects m ight be printed 
and generally dispersed throughout 
the country. W ithout this the pro
gress of knowledge must be very 
slow, and the Hindus long rem ain in 

Y



1 8 2 MISSIONS IN BENGAL AND BEHAR. M A Y

their very fallen state, w hich is a very- 
painful consideration to a  benevolent 
mind. I therefore most earnestly re
quest the H onourable C hurch M is
sionary Committee to tak e  m eans for 
sending out a printing-press to B en
ares, w ith one or two suitable Mission
aries to superintend it— m en of learn
ing, who may be able to satisfy the 
inquiries of the learned of this an
cien t city on subjects of science and 
history as w ell as of religion.”

O n the two occasions on w hich I 
v isited the B enares F ree  school, I was 
m uch  pleased w ith all its arrange
m ents. T here , besides those literary, 
scientific and historical studies w hich 
interest and instruct the m ind, the 
truths of Christianity are taught, w hich 
b y  the divine blessing can convert 
and save the soul. And so far are 
the inhabitants from being  averse 
to their children reading the Bible, 
th at they gladly and extensively  
avail them selves of all the advanta
ges w hich the Institution affords.

O n proceeding to C alcutta , I had 
an  opportunity of inspecting the ad
m irable Institution w hich is presided 
over by Dr. D uff and his able col
leagues, and w hich is unquestiona
bly a t the head  of all sim ilar estab
lishm ents in  the land. T his and the 
kindred sem inaries of the F ree  church 
a t the other Presidencies, w hich  I 
have had the pleasure of visiting, 
have raised in  my mind a high esti
m ate of the good w hich m ay be ex 
pected  from the system  of instruction 
pursued in them . In  the vigorous 
health  apparen t in  all the classes, the 
perfect com prehension of the subject 
in hand, and the m ental activ ity  and 
desire for know ledge exhibited  by 
the pupils, these Institutions furnish 
excellent models for train ing  youths. 
I t  m ay be thought that the g reat in tel
lectual culture im parted to the  schol
ars and their familiarity w ith religious 
truth are unfavourable to their conver
sion to Christianity. B ut w here occa

sion is taken to m ake a personal appli
cation of the Gospel to the heart, no 
greater evil can  arise from such a mode 
of tuition than from the stated minis
try of the word in a  professedly Christ
ian  congregation. T he  first convert 
to the Christian faith was m ade at 
one of these Institutions, w hen  the 
missionary observed a seasonable op
portunity of pressing home the tru th  a t 
the regular hour for reading the Bible. 
T h e  devoted servant of God stood 
on a form and preached Jesus to the 
whole class, and the young m an’s 
heart was opened to attend to the 
message, and is now  as energetic  in 
striving to save souls as his spiritual 
father was, when he reasoned w ith 
him out of the Scriptures. Such  a 
course w hen pursued is sure, w ith 
the effectual w orking of God’s Spirit, 
to end in the promotion of our R e 
deem er’s glorious cause.

B ut let us turn to the effect of 
another system of instruction, w hich 
in the most im portant respect is the 
very opposite of w hat we have now 
been considering.

W hen  I was a t Calcutta, those dis
putations w ere being held betw een 
Dr. D uff and the advocates of infidel
ity, w hich resulted in  such a decid
ed trium ph to Christianity. Before I  
reached the city of palaces, the Euro
pean leader of the ceptical host had 
left the field, unable to carry on the 
w arfare: but one of the natives most 
interested in the discussion, a  student 
o f  the H indu College, had taken  his 
place. O f course it was easy to see 
how  little he and his w hole party  
w ere either intellectually or morally 
before the cham pion of the truth. T h e  
native speaker said that he and those he 
represented did not m ean to defend 
heathenism  w ith its a ttendant idol wor
ship, for only the ignorant, who listen
ed to the  deceiving words of the 
brahmins, practised such absu rd itie s; 
w hereas those whose minds were en
lightened w ere the  worshippers of
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one God. T here  w ere fully 300 per
sons attending on the occasions w hen 
I was presen t; and I was told that 
a t the com m encem ent the H all of the 
F ree  Church Institution was literally- 
crowded to the extent of about 600 
persons, all understanding English, but 
th at they decreased, w hen they found 
that they  w ere losing the contest. 
I  could easily trace  in the counte
nances of the audience the  feeling 
of dislike w hich generally  actuates 
them  in  reference to the Christian re
lig ion; and a t times I could notice 
the  restless spirit w hich disturbed 
their attention, w hen they heard some 
pow erful and convincing argum ent 
from the m outh of the eloquent Duff. 
T h eir aversion to the Gospel it is 
not difficult to understand. I t is not 
because it interferes w ith their idola
trous prejudices, for of these they 
them selves are asham ed : but it is be 
cause its hum bling doctrines are op
posed to their pride of in te llect, and 
its pure and holy morality strikes a t 
the  root of their darling vices. But 
it ought not to be forgotten, that the 
feeling w hich arrays them  in opposi
tion to Christianity, disposes them  in a 
certain  m easure to hostility against the 
Governm ent. T h ere  never was a n a 
tion of scoffiing infidels that was not also 
a se t of discontented subjects. H ence 
all that bitterness against the authori
ties of the land, w hich is poured forth 
a t clubs and in the colum ns of 
native N ew spapers, or finds ven t in 
public m eetings or in mem orials to 
G overnm ent.

And w hat is the paren t of these 
tw in  monsters of irreligión and dis
loyalty?  Compare the state  of mind 
of the educated classes in C alcutta  
and M adras w ith the same in the in 
terior of the country, and it w ill be 
found that in the former localities, 
w here there has been so large an 
infusion of European literature and 
science apart from religion, the peo
ple have becom e restless ag ita to rs:

w hereas in the latter, yea, even  in 
Benares, the head-quarters o f idolatry, 
w here a  Christian education as fur
n ished by the different missions in 
a  considerable degree leavens the 
enlightened part of the community, 
nothing of the kind has taken  place. 
I t  is true in the last m entioned city 
opposition is offered by the bigoted 
heathens to the preaching of the Gos
pel, for this only is to be looked for in 
such a  q uarte r; but these are not the 
people, who approach our G overn
m ent w ith disrespectful memorials or 
disturb the comm unity w ith their 
dangerous and seditious sentim ents. 
N o : they are those educated a t our 
G overnm ent Schools, those who have 
learned to disregard everything in  
the form of revelation, who have no 
high moral principle to balance their 
thoughts, and guide their movem ents, 
no deep reverence of a holy God to 
bind their conscience and keep them  
in aw e of sin. Am ong this class 
there are few to be found of those who 
have attended Mission Institutions. 
On the contrary, it is well know n that 
the latter, even though they have not 
becom e Christians, while they enter
tain  an in tellectual belief in Christ
ianity, are a t the sam e tim e so much 
influenced by their faith as to dis
charge their duties as sober, content
ed and industrious citizens. T here  
can  be but little doubt, I  think, th at 
Governm ent has been m ade aw are, 
by the proceedings among the native 
comm unity w ithin the last tw o or 
three years, that the Hindus who have 
been m aking so m uch noise in pub
lic, instead of caring a t all about 
Christianity interfering w ith their hea
then prejudices, have m erely m ade 
use of that plea with the sinister 
view  of testing their strength w ith 
the rulers of the land, and of en 
deavouring to bring their authority 
into contempt. W ould  that these ru l
ers also saw  the necessity  of reform ing 
that system of instruction in  their
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schools, w hich appears to have been  
the plenteous source of all the  scep
ticism  and disloyalty, w hich abound 
at our P residency  se a ts !

My dear friend, this is a most criti
cal period in Ind ia’s history. O n the 
one hand  w e perceive some thousands 
of natives in  C alcutta , M adras and 
Bom bay set loose from all restraint 
and ready to precip itate  them selves, 
w henever an  opportunity is presented, 
on our existing political institutions— 
on the  other we find our missionaries 
lam enting  over the  small progress they 
are  m aking in  the conflict w ith hea
thenism  a t the mufassal stations. AH 
right-th inking m en m ust feel a deep 
in terest in  the  w elfare of our native 
fellow-subjects. D oubtless the real 
difficulty in  the w ay of the progress 
o f the Gospel does not lie in  the 
circum stances of the  world, or in  the 
character of the outw ard m eans em 
ployed for its evangelization, so m uch 
as in  the spiritual condition of the 
church itself. I f  all the private m em 
bers, if  all the office-bearers of the 
church  w ere only anim ated by a 
spirit of sim ple faith in, and devoted 
love to, their Lord and Saviour, then  
w e  m ight see m ountains rem oved out 
of the w ay  in  a  very  short period.

A t the sam e tim e it m ay not be 
unbecom ing in  m e to offer a  few  
suggestions, that occur to m e on the 
m ost likely mode of prosecuting our 
missionary enterprise. T h e  rem arks 
a re  m ade in the  spirit of love and 
hum ility for the consideration of the 
b rethren  actually  engaged in  the work, 
b y  one, who has had the pleasure 
of in tim ate converse w ith about sev
enty  of their num ber a t their own 
stations.

In  w hat I m ean to say, I  do not 
wish to be understood as im plying the 
enexpediency of any o f th e  M is
sionaries in Ind ia  directing  their a tten 
tion more to the  work of teach ing  
than  of w hat is technically  called 
preaching. W h at I have already

w ritten w ill free me from the risk of 
such a  m isapprehension. Christian 
schools I regard as necessary to coun
terac t heathen  or infidel schools; and 
in  very  m any places Mission Institu 
tions m ay in the end be found to have 
been  most fitted for m aking an  im
pression on the native com m unity a t 
large. T h e  missionary w ith  whom  
I w en t into the city  of Benares, a 
m an o f g reat experience and sound 
judgm ent, and not a t all likely to be 
prejudiced in  favour of teaching, as it  
is not his own departm ent of labour, 
in  a late  report m akes the following 
rem ark : “T he  schools, so long as 
properly m anaged, are, hum anly speak
ing, sure to succeed.” I rejoiced, 
therefore, to learn, w hen I was in  
Calcutta, that the Bishop of th at dio
cese purposed to establish a  school 
in connexion w ith his C athedral, for 
1,000 boys, to be based on the same 
principles as Dr. Duff’s Institution. 
Certainly there is room for m any more ; 
for in all parts of India, w here I have 
been, I have never observed among 
the  natives that insuperable objection 
to the  introduction of the Scriptuers 
into schools, w hich  seems to be so 
m uch felt by the Ind ian  G overnm ent.

M y object is to point out the de 
sirableness of keeping th e  two de
partm ents of teach ing  and preaching 
distinct, and to suggest w hat appears 
to me to be the Scriptural m ethod of 
following out the la tte r branch of mis
sionary operations.

I t is obvious that no missionary can  
efficiently a ttend to both kinds of 
labour. In  m any respects they  are 
different in  their na ture  and  require a 
different class of qualifications. I f  a  
missionary spend some hours every  
day in  superintending an  English 
school, there will be little  tim e or 
strength left for holding in tercourse 
w ith adults, and learning th e  native  
languages thoroughly, w ith  a  view  to 
fit h im self for successful preaching. 
H ence he w ill feel burdened, and
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groaning in spirit he will be  ap t to 
lose his energy for either the one de
partm ent of work or the other. T here  
should therefore be a  division of la
bour, so th at he who is best adapted 
for translation m ay give his tim e and 
w hole soul to tran s la tin g ; he that 
teacheth  to teaching, and he that 
exhorteth to exhortation.

B ut w hen a  missionary feels himr 
se lf called to serve the Lord by 
preaching to adults, the question arises 
how is he to set about this duty ?

T h e  system  at present pursued, I 
believe, is to reside a t a station, 
preaching in the neighbouring bazars 
for a t least nine months, and to devote 
the rem ainder of the year to a  tour. 
N ow  it appears to me th at this plan 
limits the freedom of operation far too 
m uch. It confines the labours of the 
greater part of the year to a particular 
place, w hether there seems a  call in 
providence to continue there  or n o t; 
and it abridges the tim e th at can  be 
spent in other places, even though the 
finger of God should point to these as 
prom ising fields of exertion. N ot so 
w as the practice of our S av io u r: while 
he fulfilled his ministry, H e  continu
ally w ent about doing good. From 
the history of P au l w e leam  that that 
em inent apostle was abundant in trav
els, rem aining in  one p lace  one or 
two months, and in another one or 
two years, as the leadings of prov
idence seem ed to direct. A nd in the 
O ld Testam ent, a t the instigation of 
good k ing Jehoshaphat, missionaries 
w ere sent forth over the leng th  and 
breadth  of his dominions to revive 
am ong the people the know ledge of 
the  true God. A nd they taugh t in 
Judah  and had the book of the law  
of the Lord w ith  them , and w ent 
about throughout all the cities of Judah  
and taught the pe ople. 2 Chron. xvii. 9. 
A nd if  itineracy  was deem ed neces
sary in  a  country, whose inhabitants 
had among them  the tem ple of Jehovah, 
surely it is m uch more so in  a  land,

w here the  people worship every  god 
b u t the living and the true God.

I suppose that if  the clim ate w ere 
not unfavourable to European con
stitutions, missionaries, who are en 
gaged in the work of preaching, would 
adm it the duty of going more among 
the people than they do. T h ey  w ould 
continue their tours not for tw o or 
three months, but for the g reater part 
o f the year. But even with the clim 
ate such as it is, it is know n that 
several of the servants of G overnm ent 
are under canvass for eight months in 
the year, and re tu rn  to cantonm ents 
only during the rainy  season. And 
may w e not expect the servants o f the 
Lord Jesus to equal them  in this.? I  
rejoice to say instances of this sort 
occur in  our own day. W hile  our 
vessel touched at the Cape on my 
w ay home, I becam e acquainted  w ith  
a  most impressive exam ple of the 
constraining love of Christ in a  mis
sionary and his wife, who w ere  on the 
point of re turning to N am aqua land, 
w here they had been previously re
siding for three years, and from which 
they  had come for a short tim e for 
the benefit of their health. And to 
w hat w ere they re turning in the w ay 
of personal comfort? T o a  desert 
place w here they had formerly been 
subjected to continued prostration of 
strength for the w ant of rain  to cool 
the air, w here for the purpose of 
reviving them selves they had been  
obliged to have w a ter sprinkled over 
them  during the day, and a t n ight 
frequently  to sleep -in damp linen. 
I t  was gratifying to h ear that another 
m issionary and his w ife w ere anx
iously w aiting a t Cape T ow n for 
instructions from home to accom pany 
them  on their return. Most of the 
mission stations in South A frica are 
located among the native  population. 
In  China I  understand that Mr. 
G utzlaff has pursued the p lan  of 
naturalising the  missionaries by adopt
ing the national costume and dw elling
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am ong the people. I do not say  th at 
such an adaptation to the  customs 
of a country is com m endable in all 
c ircum stances. I m erely look a t the 
ac t of self-denial. A t P en an g  I m et 
a  missionary, who for three years had 
dw elt among the  M alays, in places 
w here no E uropean had gone before 
him. H e taught the  people, w hile he 
resided in  their inhospitable jungles, 
and  they gladly gave heed to his 
instructions. A nd m ay w e no t look 
for the  blessing of God on such 
devoted labours ? I had a convincing 
proof th at w e m ay, w hen I visited 
a  sm all station on the M alabar Coast, 
w here  a missionary had  lived  for three 
years in a K ajan  house n e a r five 
dem on-tem ples, w hich  served him  for 
a  school as w ell as a  dw elling place, 
and  during th at period God rew arded 
him  w ith fifty souls th at he  had 
baptized. I  am persuaded that if  
our Evangelists w ere to ac t more in  
the  spirit of their extraordinary com
m ission than  in  th a t of ordinary m in
isters o f the word— if  they  w ere  to 
go forth in  dependence and faith in 
God, and to  carry their d ivine m es
sage into the m idst of the people and 
to live  am ong them , they  w ould be 
cheered w ith  a more abundan t bless
in g  from on high than  heretofore 
th ey  h av e  been .
' T h e  difficulties and trials of such 
a  life as th a t now  referred to m ust 
be  very  g re a t; and none ought to 
be  selected  for such arduous duties, 
b u t those who feel them selves ap 
pointed  thereto by the will of God. 
W h ile  in  the  conductors of our In 
stitutions and the authors of our trans
lations learning of no m ean descrip
tion is essential, so m uch of th a t 
would not be required  in  those em 
ployed in  itinerating  in  the  ru ral dis
tricts. I t  w ould be  alm ost enough 
for them , if  to a rden t p iety , w hich  
m ust alw ays be held the first qualifi
cation of all, they united  a respecta
ble share of common sense. I t  is

highly necessary, that, w hen  they  are 
m arried, their partners should possess 
the sam e elevated  tone of piety  w ith 
them selves. A missionary’s wife has 
m any doors of usefulness opened to 
her in  this lan d ; and indeed she 
alone can  have th at freedom  of ac 
cess to natives of her own sex, w hich 
by the customs of E astern Society  
is forbidden to her husband. Unless 
therefore she is anim ated  by strong 
love to her Saviour and tender pity 
for souls, she will constantly be liable 
to sink under the w eigh t of her 
manifold discouragem ents.

I f  we have not European agents of 
such a  self-sacrificing character, I do 
not know  how w e can expect the 
converts, who are added to the church 
from our institutions or by other 
m eans, to be duly trained as efficient 
catechists and preachers. In  their 
intercourse w ith their fellow -country
m en th ey  need  the  exam ple and 
countenance of the m issionary. W h en  
P au l d irected T im othy to do the work 
of an  Evangelist, he  likew ise bade 
him be a  partaker, along w ith him 
self, of the  afflictions of the  Gospel.

In  conclusion, I wish to guard  m y
self from being understood to suggest 
the abandonm ent of our existing sta
tions w hich  the practice of itinerating, 
if  carried out to its full ex ten t in 
p resent circum stances, would involve. 
In  order that my rem arks m ay apply, 
the  little band of missionaries that 
is sent out to occupy Ind ia  should 
be more than  doubled. T h e  appeal 
should be m ade to the church  a t large. 
A united  effort of bo th  m inisters and 
p rivate Christians should be m ade to 
m eet the  urgent w ants of your heathen  
land. W e  need  more evangelists: 
b u t how can  they preach unless they  
be sent, and how can  they  be  sent 
unless the liberality  of God’s people 
furnish the  m eans?  L et us w ho are 
laym en alw ays b ear in  m ind th a t it 
is our duty to hold up the hands of 
God’s servants by our prayers: and
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in  the even t of any one of them  
falling in the high place of the  field, 
w hy should not a fund be provided 
for the support of the sorrowing 
widow ?

W ith  my sincere prayers for your 
success, I am, my dear F riend,

E ver yours, 
London, June 3d, 1848. W . H .

— Calcutta Ch. Observer.

T H E  PH ILO SO PH Y  OF T H E  B IB LE.

B Y  R E V . JA M E S  R O W L A N D , C IR C I/E V IL JL E , O H IO , U N IT E D  S T A T E S .

T h e  truths w hich the  Bible disclos
es, relative to the nature, attributes 
and governm ent of G o d ; the creation 
of m an and his immortality, are such 
as evince it to be the production of 
“Holy m en of God,” who “spake as 
they  w ere moved by the H oly  Ghost.” 
In  m aintaining this position, it is of 
prim ary im portance to show, that such 
a  system of truth never could have 
been discovered by the unaided opera
tions of the m ind itse lf; and also, that 
w hen once revealed, no process of 
hum an reasoning can  disprove it, or 
b reak  up the chain  of argum ent by 
w hich these truths are supported.

T h e  B ible deals largely  in prim ary 
truths, w hich are not wrought out by a 
tedious process of reasoning, like the 
abstractions of the hum an m ind, but 
w hich are stated  as absolute truths, 
and, as such, impose upon us the duty 
of yielding them  obedience, or of show
ing them  to be false. Some of these 
truths are of such a nature  that they 
cannot be harm onized, and their true, 
relations to each other discovered, ex 
cep t by the most thorough and accu 
rate  course of m etaphysical investiga
tion ; b u t w hen they are thus system a
tized  and w oven together, they pre
sent a connected  and consolidated 
fabric, w hich cannot be torn asunder.

T here  are extant, the productions of 
three classes of m etaphysical w rit
ers: first, those w ho w ith a single 
h in t of the tru th— obtained by tradi
tion or otherw ise— have honestly  fol
low ed this ray of light, until they  have 
lost them selves in the dense fog of 
heathen  m ythology, w here w e  leave 
them , in  vain  a ttem pting  to grope 
their w ay out. T h e  second are those, 
w ho, w ith' the glare of tru th  shining

upon their course, have attem pted to 
shroud their own minds and the world, 
from its influence. And the third, such 
as have sought, by sound reasoning, 
to establish the doctrines revealed in 
the Scriptures.

N ow , it is evident, that bu t one of 
these systems can be true, and the 
question to be decided by the mind, 
before it em braces one and rejects the 
other, is, w hich  is most accurate in 
its reasoning and safe in its conclu
sions?— which harm onizes w ith  exist
ing know n facts, and the conscious
ness of the mind itself, and w hich vio
lates both ? And we are to determ ine 
w hether, considering the education 
and circum stances of these different 
w riters, we can suppose, that, by the  
unaided efforts of their own minds, 
they  have arrived at such uniform 
conclusions ; or, in other words, w heth
er they could have discovered such 
a vast num ber of prim ary truths. 
T hese  truths are found interspersed 
w ith history, prophecy and comm and
m ent, as the precious m etals, in  their 
native state, lie im beded w ith other 
ores, thus presenting an inexhaustible 
m ine to the investigator, w here he 
m ay continually m ake new  discover
ies, and enrich his mind w ith  new  
treasures. T his sub ject will be ren 
dered plainer, if, before entering upon 
the argum ent, w e briefly compare some 
of the prim ary truths of revelation 
w ith hum an opinions upon the sam e 
subject, and see w hich look like the 
clumsy operations of the finite m ind, 
and w hich bear upon their face  the 
impress of D ivinity.

1. T h e  very  first sentence o f the 
Bible, lays the  foundation of moral 
obligation, by asserting that, “In  the
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beginning, God created  the heavens 
and the earth.”

H ere it  is distinctly  and positively 
declared, that there was a  tim e w hen 
this m aterial universe did no t exist, 
because it h ad  a beginning. I t  is also 
stated, th at the  cause o f its existence, 
w as the  creative pow er of God. This, 
w hich seems to be m erely the  intro
duction of a narra tive , is, nevertheless, 
the  very foundation of the w hole sys
tem  of revealed  truth.

I t  also appears to  be  a self-evident 
tru th , as it is a philosophical axiom, 
th a t every effect m ust have a  c a u se ; 
y e t it is a  result to w hich the hum an 
m ind does not arrive w ith  in tuitive 
certa in ty ; because ancien t sages have 
asserted, and m odern infidels have re
iterated , that m atter is e te rn a l; conse
quently , had no creator and no beg in
ning. As a correlative truth, the  Bible 
also asserts th a t this B eing w ho m ade 
all things, is uncreated  H im self; but 
is the self-existent and e ternal Cause.

N ow , it strikes us as very  strange, 
th a t any philosopher should h ave  dis
covered an absurdity  here, w here it is a 
conclusion th at m ust inevitably  follow, 
sooner or later, from any consistent 
chain  of reasoning upon adm itted pre
mises ; or th at they  should h ave  a t
tem pted to prove, that the idea  of an 
eternal, in telligent cause, is more ab 
surd than  the idea of an eternal, u n in 
telligen t c a u se ; or th a t they  should 
have found it more difficult to adm it 
the  existence o f an eternal m ind than 
o f e te rnal m atter. I f  one appear ab
surd the other is vastly  more so ; and if 
w e  re jec t the first, w e certainly should 
th e  last.

N o less strange does it appear, that 
m en of in tellect and learning, should 
h av e  defended th e  doctrine of a for
tuitous origin, or the casual existence 
o f things, or th at they  should have 
m aintained them  to have existed in  an 
e ternal se rie s ; because the v ery  term  
(series) implies succession in  order; 
therefore, before each  u n it there  m ust 
have been  a pre-existing unit, and the 
indefinite m ultiplication of these only 
lengthens the chain  w hich w e  must 
follow, link by link, until w e  arrive a t 
the  first in the series, w hich  m ust be  the 
cause of the r e s t  A nd this first cause 
m ust be  self-existent and eternal. N or 
is this a l l ; for this eternal first Cause 
m ust contain w ith in  itself the  p rin

ciples of ex is ten ce ; therefore, could 
n ever cease to b e : hence, there could 
be  no succession of causes. “Besides, 
a doctrine like this, imposes the n e 
cessity of supposing the existence of 
an  endless m ultitude of finite, self- 
ex istent b e ings; for no be ing  can 
possibly produce or bring  into exist
ence, a being  of any other k ind  than  
itself, by the ordinary law s of propa
gation. Thus, for exam ple, there m ust 
h ave  been  an  E ternal M an, an  E ternal 
Lion, an  E ternal Eagle, an E ternal 
Oak, an E ternal R ose, E ternal Grass ; 
in a word, as m any kinds and sorts of 
eternal self-existent beings, as there 
are varieties in nature .”

H ere, then, upon the very threshold 
of revelation, philosophers have  strain
ed every  faculty  to discover the  truth. 
T h ey  have looked down the  profound 
depths disclosed by this single sen
tence, until they  have grow n dizzy- 
headed and fallen, covered w ith the 
w reck  of their own fabrications.

I t  is not assum ing an un tenab le  
position, w hen w e assert th at the doc
trines of the Bible upon this subject, 
are precisely such as any consistent 
process of reasoning m ust lead  to, 
or th a t any course of inquiry, w hich 
results in different conclusions, can be 
easily show n to be  inconsistent in itself 
and false in  its deductions; for all argu
m ents, a posteriori, com m ence w ith 
axioms, and draw  their conclusions 
from adm itted premises.

T h e  Spiritual nature of God, is 
another of those prim ary truths, w hich  
the unaided pow ers of the  m ind could 
n ever apprehend ; and ve t th a t nature 
is the foundation of H is na tura l a t
tributes. L ocality  is a property of 
m atte r; consequently, any  m aterial 
cause m ust be lim ited in its opera
tions; therefore, the  un ity  o f God, 
H is O m niscience, H is O m nipotence, 
and H is O m nipresence, all depend 
upon his possessing ju s t th a t pecu liar 
kind of existence, w hich the Bible 
ascribes to Him. T his w as a  concep
tion far too refined for the  hum an 
m in d ; and m en, reasoning from analo
gy, cum bered the operations o f the  
Infinite Mind w ith a m aterial m edium , 
through w hich  it w as supposed to 
operate. H ere  is, doubtless, the  foun
dation of th e  Polytheism  o f the ancien t 
and m odern heathen  w o rld ; for w hen 
w e adm it m ateriality  as a 'n e c e s sa ry
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attribute o f the Deity, we m ust also 
ascribe to Him  a  locality, and then, 
of necessity, we circum scribe H is 
pow er to a narrow  sphere; hence  the 
conception of a plurality of gods, or 
a vast num ber of m aterial beings, 
operating w ithin a lim ited space, with 
Jup iter a t their head ; hence, also, the 
fierce and bloody w ars in  w hich they  
w ere said to be perpetually  engaged ; 
or else, w hen the idea of unity  was 
grasped, the mind im m ediately perceiv
ed the necessity  of finding an all-per
vading  c au se ; therefore, the most sub
tle forms of m atter, such as fire, w ater, 
light, heat and ether, w ere  all seized 
upon, and invested w ith D ivine a ttri
butes, by minds groping in dark
ness, in  the va in  search after God. 
I t was necessary, therefore, that re
velation should declare the foundation, 
and  transeendently  glorious tru th , that 
“ G o d  i s  a  S p i r i t , ”  before the mind 
could advance a single step in any 
satisfactory inquiry re la ting  to the 
D ivine N ature, attributes and govern
m ent. T his seems to be a key by 
w hich the whole store-house of truth 
m ay be unlocked. I f  the Bible had 
done nothing more than  disclose this 
prim ary truth, as a foundation upon 
w hich to base our inquiries, it would 
have rendered  a  most needful and 
valuable service ; for, from this start
ing-point, the hum an mind m ight have 
arrived a t some consistent notions 
upon the im portant doctrines of all 
related truths. Still, the know ledge 
would have been incom plete and u n 
satisfactory, because fallible m inds and 
depraved hearts are continually draw 
ing false conclusions, even from cor
rect premises. O f the tru th  of this, 
w e have m any m elancholy exam ples, 
in  the  m ixture of D ivine tru th  w ith 
heathen  m ythology, w hich w e dis
cover in the writings of Socrates, 
P lato, and Aristotle. In  following the 
argum ents and processes of investiga
tion of these distinguished writers, 
upon some of these v ital questions, 
w hen w e see them, in m any instances, 
approach the very confines of truth, 
ju s t ready, as it would seem , to come 
to the light, and m ake the needful 
and grand discovery, we see them  
suddenly tu rn ing  aside altogether from 
the line of truth, and losing them 
selves in the interm inable m azes of 
heathen  m ythology ; all, w e a ie  led to 
Vol. V II.—.No. 5.

believe, in consequence of their gross 
conceptions of the D ivine nature.

B ut when this transcendently  glori
ous tru th  is once revealed  to the 
mind, the soul beholds an existence 
like itself, its own Divine original, spi
ritual in its nature, intelligent in its 
action, and sublim e in  its conception 
— an object w orthy the hom age and 
reverence and love of all spiritual 
beings.

H ow  do the  sentim ents of the w isest 
and best of these heathen  writers, 
com pare in  beauty and in  sublim ity 
w ith the expressions of S c rip tu re : 
“ H ow beit, the Most H igh dwelleth 
not in  tem ples m ade w ith hands. 
H eav en  is my throne, and earth  is m y 
footstool. W h a t house will ye  build 
me, saith the Lord, and w here is the 
place of my rest.” “Before the m oun
tains w ere brought forth, or ever thou 
hadst formed the earth  and the world, 
even from everlasting to everlasting, 
thou art God.” “Behold, the heaven  
of heavens cannot contain thee.” 
“Can any hide h im self in secret places 
th at I  shall not see him ?” “ Canst 
thou by searching find out God ? 
Canst thou find out the A lm ighty unto 
perfection? I t is high as heaven, 
w hat canst thou do ? deeper than  
hell, w hat canst thou know  ? the m ea
sure thereof is longer than the earth, 
and broader than  the sea. Lo these 
are parts of his ways, b u t how little a 
portion is heard of h im ; but the  th u n 
der of his pow er who can under
stand?” No less wonderful are those 
truths w hich  relate  to the creation  
and moral relations of the hum an 
soul.

It is w orthy of our careful a ttention 
to notice the  philosophical accuracy  
of the  B ible, in  speaking of its origin, 
na ture  and destiny. In  the outset, it 
declares that the C reator formed the 
body from the dust of the earth, thus 
showing its m aterial origin. T hen, 
w hen every nerve was fabricated, 
every  m uscle formed, every  organ of 
sense and locomotion constructed, the 
course and office of every blood-ves
sel determ ined, he lay like some b eau 
tifully chiselled block from th e  hands 
of the sculptor, a mass of organized 
m atter, as senseless as the earth  from 
w hich he was wrought, or as the 
stiffened corpse prepared for inhum a
tion. T h e  nex t step in the work of 
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creation, was to im part the v ita l prin
ciple to this m aterial organization; 
and then we are told, that “ T h e  Lord 
God breathed into his nostrils the 
breath  of life, and m an becam e a 
liv ing  soul.” F an n ed  by the breath 
of Om nipotence, the unconscious dust 
quickened  into life, and m an becam e 
a  creature of thought, or, in the lan 
guage of the Scriptures, he becam e a 
liv ing  spirit, and the inspiration of 
the D ivinely im parted understanding. 
T h ere  is no confounding here of the 
law s of m atter w ith the law s of spirit. 
O ne is of the “ earth, earthy ,” the 
other, of heaven, heavenly . So in 
the  account of final dissolution, which 
the  Scriptures give, this distinction is 
preserved, and the one is represented  
as returning to the dust as it w as, and 
the  other to God, who gave it. One 
is said to be derived from the earth , 
and to be governed by m aterial la w s ; 
therefore, subject, like all m aterial 
organization, to decay. T h e  other is 
represented as coming from God ; spi
ritual, like its Author, and governed 
only by spiritual laws, and, o f course, 
indestructible, by the operation of m a
terial causes.

H ow  carefully the B ible avoids 
confounding those distinctions, be 
tw een  the m ind itself, and the  agent 
or organ through w hich it acts— dis
tinctions w hich have been  the cause 
of such confusion and uncertain ty  in 
all hum an philosophy; and how  ab 
surd  does it appear to the eye of 
enlightened reason, to invest these 
organisms of the body w ith percep
tiv e  power, as all a theistical and m a
teria l philosophers have done, w hen 
their structure and nature  both show 
th a t they  are m erely m echanical con
trivances, by w hich  the m ind both 
acts and is acted  u p o n ; w hen, too, we 
daily behold them  retain ing  all their 
structural perfection, but as senseless 
as other forms of m atter. W e  have 
m any  m echanical contrivances, by 
m eans of w hich the m ind takes cog
n izance  of things too m inute, or too 
d istant for these organs of perception 
to ac t u p o n ; ye t no one has ever 
thought o f  ascrib ing  to them  percep 
tive  pow er, bu t they  are regarded, 
as they  really  are, as m echanism s 
or contrivances, through w hich  the 
mind acts and is acted  upon. A nd if 
w e infer, as the same class of phi

losophers have done, that because the 
soul has ceased to ac t through these 
m edia, its powers are annihilated, 
this would be equivalent to saying, 
that the pow er of th inking depends 
upon our ability to com m unicate our 
thoughts, a conclusion both absurd 
in itself, and contradicted by w ell 
know n fa c ts ; for m any times the  body 
has assum ed all the  appearances of 
death, while the mind w as w orking 
w ith agonized apprehensions of pre
m ature inhumation.

Again, w hen hum an philosophy 
teaches, that in all the m aterial decom 
positions w hich are occurring around 
us, nothing is annihilated, but th at 
these are m erely a change of form 
and relations, how absurd to sup
pose that in telligence, spirit, m ind, 
thought, w hich so infinitely surpass 
m atter in  the sublim ity of their n a 
ture, can  be annihilated  by m aterial 
laws.

T h e  Bible declares most distinctly, 
that the spirit of m an is like other 
spiritual beings, and even  like the 
F a th er of sp irits; and as such, m ust 
be governed by its own laws, as the 
m aterial world is governed by law s 
peculiar to itself. T his declaration of 
the  heavenly  origin of the soul, as 
distinguished from the  m aterial de
rivation of the  body, is alone suffici
en t to teach  its imm ortality. T hus, 
in the Bible, “life and imm ortality are 
brought to light,” by the accuracy  
of its philosophical distinctions, and 
the “m etaphysics of its physics.” B e
sides, this idea is som ething w hich 
is so inw rought in  the very fram e
work of the soul, that if not innate , it 
is a t least intu itive to i t;  and causes 
it to revolt w ith an  instinctive percep
tion of its falsity, from  the  thought 
of unconsciousness or annihilation.

More g laring still are the violations 
of reason, and of the consciousness of 
the  soul itself, w hich  are  found in  the  
opinion of those, who, forsaking the 
plain revelation of God, and the dic
tates of common sense, have taught 
th at the hum an soul is m erely a  suc
cession of ideas and exercises, or, that 
every n ew  idea is, in fact, a new  
soul. A  single glance at this opinion, 
will be  sufficient to show its u tter 
absurdity. If  this doctrine be true, 
then  the soul w hich exists a t the pre
sent m om ent, cannot be conscious of
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the operations or exercises of yes
terday, nor accountable for the acts 
or purposes of former souls. Now , 
w hat grosser violation of the  m ind’s 
own consciousness can  be im agin
ed, than this ? I t needs bu t a  single 
glance to perceive, that any doctrine 
w hich violates the consciousness of 
the  mind, m ust be fa lse; and w hile 
hum an philosophy is continually doing 
this, the Bible alw ays accords, w ith 
reason and consciousness both. In  
this instance, how m uch more in ac
cordance w ith the internal convictions 
of the mind to suppose, as the  Bible 
teaches, that I am the sam e being 
to-day that I w as yesterday, and as 
such, am  accountable for the acts of 
yesterday, and shall be accountable 
to-morrow and in eternity , for the acts 
of to-day, than to suppose m yself mo
m entarily  a new  being, or th a t I have 
already died a million of deaths, and 
am  destined to an eternal succession 
of such changes. H ow  this first g reat 
truth, th at 1 am created by God for 
the accom plishm ent of some w ise and 
specific end in H is universe, and th at 
I  am  accountable to H im  for the m an
n er in  w hich I shall answ er th a t end, 
accords w ith my reason, and  all the 
analogies of hum an law  and hum an 
ob lig a tio n !

T h e  same philosophical accuracy  is 
observed in all that the B ible teach 
es, respecting  our natural relations. 
Every  individual is sensible of a  de
pendence upon the general arrange
m ents of God’s providence, for life 
and its innum erable blessings. R e 
velation not only declares this, but 
it goes still farther, and asserts that, 
“In  him  we live, and m ove, and  have 
our being.” L et us see w hether fact, 
physiological, and philosophical will 
w arrant this assertion. Physiology 
teaches us th a t while the m usqular 
system  generally, is under the con
trol of the will, and m oves in obe
dience to the volition of the  mind, 
y e t those structures which are most 
essential to life, are entirely  beyond 
its control, and are m oved by an 
other power. T h e  m uscles of the 
heart and of respiration, are ener
gized by  D ivine power, ac ting  w ith
out fatigue, in  driving the  v ital cur
ren t through all the m inute vessels 
o f the system, so long as quickened 
by  this agen t. T hus the  B ible de

clares a g reat physiological truth, 
w hen it speaks of this kind of depen
dence, w hich is literally a  D ivine 
energy, acting  upon certain  structures 
of the hum an fram e, and this, too, 
before the anatom y of these parts was 
know n, or even the circulation of the 
blood was suspected, by physiologists. 
If, then, there is this entire and ab 
solute dependence upon God (natu
rally), first upon H is general provi
dence, and secondly, for im m ediate 
support; if  it be nothing less than  the 
energy of the D ivine will, w hich so 
quickens those structures, that they 
suffer no fatigue, and w hich keeps 
them  m oving w hen w e are lost in 
unconsciousness, does not the Bible 
doctrine of a special p ro v id en ce ; so 
special, th at it extends to the num ber
ing of the hairs of the head, and the 
falling of a sparrow, harm onize w ith 
existing facts more exactly  than  the 
Deistical notion, that God, having es
tablished certain natural law s, leaves 
the universe to be controlled entirely  
by them , independent of H is special 
guardianship and protection ? O ne is 
in accordance w ith philosophical and 
physiological discoveries, w hile the 
other is a t variance with them . B e
sides, natural laws, in them selves con
sidered, are alw ays and necessarily 
uniform in their action, but this is 
som ething w hich acts unequally ,' in 
some systems for a few moments only, 
and in  others during a  century. I f  
man lived by the  operation of natural 
causes m erely, then the same natural 
causes, w hich could prolong existence 
half a century, would continue it 
until the fram e-work was worn out. 
H ow  m uch more consistent w ith fact, 
then, is the Bible doctrine of a special 
providence, than  the doctrine of the 
Epicureans, or of m odern Deists.

T he  same dependence in our m oral 
as w e here discover in our natural 
relations, is another of the primary 
truths of revealed religion.

W hile  the sovereignty and fore-or
dination of God are distinctly declared 
as the ground of our confidence, the 
perfect freedom of the hum an will is 
no less distinctly taught, as the reason 
for our obedience, and the  ground of 
our accountability . H ere  is a  grand 
problem, w hich  philosophy has a t
tem pted in vain to solve. H en ce  
m any, like Jew s, have taken a  one
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sided v iew  of the subject, and carried 
the doctrine of dependence into fatal
ism. O thers, by divorcing the two 
entirely, and ascribing to the  hum an 
will, powers, w hich it cannot be proved 
to possess, have comm itted absurdities 
no less glaring and presum ptuous. 
T h ese  are both asserted in the  sacred 
Scriptures, as primary truths and noth
ing  short of the most accu rate  dis
crim ination  can fill up the gap betw een 
them , so as to show the whole series 
of interm ediate truths.

But w hatever difficulties m ay em
barrass the subject, these all arise 
from the im perfection and w eakness 
of the  hum an understanding, and not 
from any real inconsistences in the 
doctrines them selves; for our reason, 
w hen  exercised  upon the subject, 
teaches us th at w e m ust possess that 
k ind  of dependence to w hich the  Bible 
refers, w hen it speaks of “ taking aw ay 
the  heart of stone, and of g iv ing a 
h eart of f l e s h o f  “ turning m en from 
darkness to light,” of “draw ing” them  
to the  F a ther, and of m aking his 
people w illing in the day of H is power, 
and the sam e innate feeling w hich 
teaches m an th a t he is the sam e being 
to-day, th a t he w as yesterday, w hich 
teaches him  that, as a physical being, 
he  possesses life w ith in  himself, y e t 
th a t life is w ith  God, teaches him ' also, 
th a t as a  moral being, he  possesses the 
m ost perfect m oral freedom. H ow ever 
m uch he m ay strive to persuade him 
se lf and others th at he is m erely the 
creatu re  of circum stance, or held to 
this destiny by the  iron hand  of fate, 
he  know s from his ow n in ternal con
sciousness, th a t he possesses, a t all 
tim es, the  pow er to do as he  chooses, 
w hich is the very essence of freedom .

U pon the accuracy  of these m eta 
physical truths, as they  are stated in 
the  B ible, depend the perfections of 
God’s own nature, and the accoun ta
bility of His creatures. A nd w here- 
ev er hum an philosophy has departed 
one iota from the teachings of the 
B ible in this respect, it has im m ediate
ly becom e en tangled  in an inextricable 
w eb of absurdities. W hen , on the 
other hand, it has m aintained th at the 
sovereignty and prescience o f God 
destroy the liberty  of the w ill, so that 
m an cannot ac t freely, it opposes a t 
once th e  consciousness of the  mind 
itself, therefore cannot be t r u e ; (for

consciousness is som ething w hich can
not be set aside by a process of rea 
soning), and w hen, on the other hand, 
it has been asserted th at there is a  
self-determ ining pow er in  the will, 
and that its freedom consists essenti
ally in th is ; the  idea itself is ab su rd ; 
because the exercise of the w ill is 
alw ays the effect of a cause w hich 
has already operated, or w hen the w ill 
is exercised  it is already determ ined. 
“ If  it be so, that the w ill is both de 
term iner and determ ined, it is a cause 
th at acts and produces effects upon 
itself, and is the object of its own 
influence and action,” w hich is as 
absurd as it would be for a m an to 
attem pt to m ove him self through the 
w ater, by pushing a t the boat in w hich 
he sits. If, therefore, we find it diffi
cult to reconcile these two primary 
truths of the Bible, w e shall find it 
vastly more difficult to re ject them , 
and establish any other doctrine which 
shall accord w ith our reason, and the 
consciousness of the m ind itself.

W e  m ay w onder w hy the Bible has 
left this and sim ilar subjects, in so 
crude a state, but w e should rem em 
ber th at the object of revelation is to 
declare things that are true, respecting  
God and the hum an soul; things w hich 
entirely lie beyond the grasp of hum an 
reason, and therefore m any of them  
are of such a nature  as not to be sus
ceptible of an explanation. W h at 
illustration would give us any idea  of 
a self-existent and eternal cause, or 
of the a ttribu te  of om niscience or 
anything w hich  pertains exclusively 
to the D ivine nature. W h en  the 
Bible has declared the fa c ts  in this 
case, it is all that the nature of the 
subject will perm it. Besides, it is not 
certain  that the nature  of inspiration 
was such as would have enabled these 
various w riters to give an analysis of 
the subjects upon w hich they wrote, 
or to show the various steps of inves
tigation w hich would lead to these 
results. T hey  w ere probably revealed 
to them  as primary tru th s ; perfect in 
them selves, and as such they are g iven  
to us. And if  such a  work had been 
attem pted, its tendency would have 
been directly  to w eaken  our confi
dence in  the Bible as a book of revel
a tio n ; because the m om ent that w e 
could discover the fact, that they 
w rought them  out of the m ental labora
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tory, by the same tedious process that 
w e arrive a t our philosophical con
clusions, w e should possess the most 
conclusive proof th at it was not a 
revelation from God, but the work of 
hum an genius, and th at the B ible was 
m erely a book of philosophy. But, as 
it stands, there is internal evidence of 
a higher and holier end, in  giving 
m an this blessed Book, than m erely 
to correct his philosophy ; for here are 
placed before the mind the g reat ob
jec ts of existence, and its sublime 
truths are declared  to deepen the im
pression, by showing him his re la 
tions to God and eternity.

T hese  truths w hich form the subject- 
m atter of revelation, are all disclosures 
of the Infinite M ind, to whom all 
finite beings, w hether in heaven  or in 
earth, m ust bow with reverence, feel
ing these truths are all harm onious in 
them selves; they  violate no d icta te  of 
the understanding, and accord w ith 
the consciousness of the soul itself, 
upon all those subjects w hich are 
addressed to this innate feeling of our 
nature. Every one a t all conversant 
w ith these subjects, must perceive a 
vast difference in this respect, betw een 
those systems of m etaphysical philo
sophy, w hich discard the doctrines of 
the Bible, and those w hich are based 
upon the truths of revelation. B ut it 
is often argued that these doctrines, in 
order to be true, or to be entitled to 
our confidence, m ust be shown to be 
perfectly harmonious, because truth 
cannot conflict W e  m ight answ er 
this argum ent by challenging the proof 
of any inconsistency. W ho can de
monstrate that the perfections of G od’s 
nature  interfere in the least w ith the 
freedom of his creatures ? T his is a 
position w hich  is often assum ed but 
n ever proved. Must a finite under
standing be capable of analyzing the 
operations of the Infinite M ind, and 
finite powers be capable of grappling 
w ith infinite truth, before it is received 
as God’s tru th? Though revelation  
cannot violate reason, it must be above 
the hum an understanding, as God is e x 
alted above His c rea tu res- I t  will not 
do to deny facts as they  are proved to 
exist, m erely because w e cannot per
ceive all their relations to each other, 
and to the Universe ; for such a course 
as this, if  carried out, would lead us 
to deny everything in nature, as well

as revelation. I f  any astronom er w ere 
to calculate an  eclipse, and w e should 
behold the heavens darkened at noon
day, could we deny the evidence of 
our senses, because our uneducated  
mind could not com prehend the pro
cess by w hich the truth was discov
e red? Or if  a comet, clear and well 
defined, w ere to be seen, nightly 
taking its position among the heavenly  
bodies, but from some peculiarity  in 
its orbit, it should conflict w ith pre
existing opinions, respecting the mo
tions and relations of other bodies, 
would this conflicting of hum an opi
nions disprove the fact that the comet 
existed ? T hese  questions appear 
plain enough w hen directed to other 
subjects, ye t it is the neglect to treat 
the doctrines of the Bible with equal 
candor, w hich has m ade the plain 
truths of revelation a subject of so 
m any perplexing inquiries, and the 
strongest internal proof that it is the 
inspired word of God, an argum ent 
for discrediting the whole system.

T h e  Bible claims the reverence of 
the hum an mind, because of the evi
dences of super-hum an wisdom w hich 
it contains ; therefore it is a subject 
worthy of some exam ination, to ascer
tain w hether its developm ents of the  
nature of causation are more consis
ten t than those results w hich have 
been  obtained by hum an research. 
E ither w ithout a knowledge of revel
ation, or w hen in the possession of 
that knowledge, the m ind has endeav
oured w ith all its powers of sophistry, 
and all possible perversions of reason, 
to overthrow  its doctrines upon these 
subjects. T hese truths w hich are so 
often reiterated in the word of God, 
are the very  acm e to w hich hum an 
investigations have all aspired, b u t 
w hich they have signally failed to 
reach ; therefore, as a book o f m eta
physics, the Bible deals more largely 
in these first truths, than  any other 
book in the world. I t  assumes posi
tions as starting-points, w hich the most 
accurate  m etaphysicians never reach
ed in their most laboured conclusions.

Pythagoras, T hales, Socrates, P lato  
and Aristotle, probably carried their 
researches as far as unaided genius 
can go; because their high a tta in 
m ents in  other sciences, such as m ath
em atics and the  astronomical discov
eries (particularly of the first), shows
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that these m en possessed as acu te  and 
discrim inating intellects as any  men 
that have lived in any age. B ut the 
Bible assumes a vast num ber of truths 
as starting-points, such as philosophers 
n ever dream ed of. I t  cannot be de
nied  th at tw o o f these im portant doc
trines of revelation  w ere taugh t in the 
G recian  schools, v iz .: the un ity  of 
God, and the  im m ortality of the soul; 
b u t it is a  singular fact, th a t w ith these 
fair starting-points, they  nev er advan
ced in  rational investigation; but on 
the contrary the longer these truths 
w ere  discussed the more perplexed 
and  en tang led  they  becam e with 
hea th en  m ythology, until a t last they 
w ere  buried beneath  such a mass of 
rubbish, th at they are scarce to be 
recognised as identical w ith the truths 
o f revelation. B ut it is susceptible of 
incontrovertib le proof, that their ideas 
upon these im portant subjects w ere 
not derived from the operation of their 
own minds, but w ere directly  or in 
directly  derived from revelation. “It 
is well know n that Pythagoras and 
T hales were the parents of all G recian 
Philosophy. ” “ It is equally  well
know n th a t these tw o m en founded 
their doctrines, concerning subjects of 
this nature, chiefly on traditions, w hich 
th ey  collected from different nations 
w ith intense assiduity.” Pythagoras, 
particularly, travelled  in  quest of in 
formation, in theology and morals, 
into Egypt, Judea, Babylon, P ersia  and 
H industan, residing seven years on 
M ount Carmel. “T hales, also, whose 
m other w as a Phen ician  wom an, travel
led  into Syria, Phenicia, and probably 
into Judea. P lato resided tw elve

years in Egypt, w here he conversed 
extensively w ith Egyptians and  Jew s, 
and he declares, distinctly, in his w rit
ings, that some o f his best doctrines 
w ere derived from them .”

In  the B ible w e have a variety  of 
w riters, living in  different nations, in 
Egypt, A rabia, Palestine, Babylon, 
G reece and Rom e. T heir writings 
extend through m any centuries. T h ey  
trea t upon and disclose truths that 
have baffled the g reatest m in d s; they 
are all harmonious in  their doc trines; 
all ascribe the sam e attributes to God 
and take the sam e view s of hum an 
responsib ility ; and w e ask how  it 
comes, that these m en com m ence with 
declarations, w hich philosophy could 
n ever reach, but w hich  philosophy has 
attem pted in  vain to overthrow.

W h y  is it, th at in  all philosophical 
inquiries th at are not based upon 
B ible tru th , the  common mind can 
de tect the most glaring inconsistencies 
and the  most palpable absurdities, 
from w hich these w ritings are free ? 
H ow  is it, that these ignorant m en, as 
some of them w ere, in hum an science, 
have w rought out, w ithout concert, a 
system  of such abstract truths, placing 
each in its proper relations so exactly , 
th at the least variation throws the  
whole into confusion, w hen they are  
all above hum an com prehension?

T h e  candid reasoner can give but 
one answ er to  these questions. T h ey  
w ere taught of God, and the book 
w hich contains their teachings, is a 
revelation from the Infinite and E te r
na l Mind, to H is finite and dependent 
creatures .— Biblical Repository.

mblital illustrations*
G e n e s i s  i . 2 .

«'The Spirit of God moved apon tbe face of the waters.”

O dr translation of the verb, in this 
clause, falls considerably short of the 
force and spirit o f the original. The 
Hebrew word is repeated in  only two 
other places in the Bible. One of

these, is that very interesting passage 
in the Song of Moses (D ent, xxxii. 
9—12), wheie God’s care for his Church 
is depicted under so great a variety 
of affecting expressions. “ The L ord’s 
portion is his people, Jacob is the lot 
of his inheritance. H e found him 
in a desert land, and in the waste howl*
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ing wilderness; ’he led him about, he 
instructed him, he kept him as the 
apple of his eye. As an eagle stirreth  
up her nest, fiuttereth (the same 'word 
here translated ‘moved’j ,  over her 
young, taketh them , beareth them 
on her wings, so the Lord alone did 
lead them .” Our great poet Milton, 
who was well acquainted with the 
original Scriptures, and, we are in
formed, had a portion of the Hebrew 
Bible read to him every m orning, has 
finely expressed his idea of the mean
ing of this word, in the passage before 
us, in his noble invocation of the Holy 
Spirit, at the commencement of his 
Paradise Lost.

But chiefly thou, O S p irit! that dost prefer 
Before all temples th* upright hpart and pure,
Instruct me, for thou know’a t ; thou, from the first,
W ast present, and, with mighty wings outspread, 
Dove-like, sat’st brooding o’er the vast abyss,
And mad’sl it pregnant.

I t  has been pretended, however, that 
this passage of Genesis has no reference 
to the divine person of the Holy S p irit; 
and that the words rendered the “ Spirit 
of God” should have been translated 
“ a m ighty w ind.” T rue, it undoubt
edly is that, in both the languages in 
which the Holy Scriptures were origin
ally w ritten, one word is employed to 
denote a current o f air, and the Spirit 
o f  God; and, by those who are aware 
o f this a striking propriety will be 
discerned in the allusion of our blessed 
Lord, in his discourse on the Spirit’s 
work in Regeneration : (John iii. 8.) 
“ The wind  bloweth where it lis te th ; 
and thou hearest the sound thereof, 
but canst not tell whence it cometh, 
nor whither it goeth : so is every one 
that is born of the Sp irit.” So also 
(Acts ii. 2—4.) “ And suddenly there 
came from heaven a sound as of a 
rushing m ighty wind . . . and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost." 
&c. I t  is also true that, supposing a 
wind to be here spoken of, a wind o f  
God would mean a mighty w ind;  for 
it is thus that the Hebrew Language 
often expresses magnitude, uncommon
ness, or pre-eminence. .Thus, in Gen
esis xxii. 6, the children of H eth say 
to Abraham, “ Thou art a m ighty  prince

among us.” By consulting the margin 
of our Bibles, we find that the literal 
rendering is, a Prince o f God. But 
though all this is true, the consequence 
attempted to be drawn from it is totally 
incompatible with the proper sense of 
the verb here u sed ; for the ideas of 
vehem ent wind, and of th at gentle 
fanning motion which it uniformly ex 
presses, are absolutely irreconcilable. 
For what could be more self-contradict
ing than the statem ent—“ a m ighty  
wind brooded or moved gently , on the 
face o f the waters ?” The passage 
therefore may be regarded not only as 
an evidence of the primary agency of 
the Holy Spirit in the work o f cre
ation, but of the peculiar office of the 
Spirit as “ the Lord and giver of Life,” 
imparting vitality and order to the 
insensate elements of primeval chaos, 
and thus both in the natural and spirit
ual world, “ J t  is the Spirit that quick- 
eneth .”

G e n e s i s  i i .  4 .

“ The Lord  God.”

The adorable name J e h o v a h  which 
occurs in this verse, is generally con
cealed, in the English Bible, under a 
word, which, though very significant, 
conveys no intimation whatever of 
the sublime peculiarity of the original. 
B ut it should be noticed, that the word 
Lord, in our Bibles, at least in the 
Old Testam ent, is generally printed in 
small capitals. W hen it is so, it re
presents the name Jehovah, which may 
thus be distinguished from another 
divine appellation, of which the E n g 
lish word Lord is the exact and proper 
translation.

Some idea of the meaning of the 
name Jehovah may be conveyed by the 
English words H e  I s ,  H e  E x i s t s ,  or 
H e  w h o  E x i s t s . Neither of these 
expressions, however, is entirely equiva
lent to the original; for, by a pecu li
arity of the Hebrew Language, the 
word denotes not merely one who ac
tually exists, but one who cannot 
e x is t; a definition which at once ex 
cludes all created existence.
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I t  will, perhaps, be asked, why this 
peculiarly divine name has not been 
retained in our Bible. Briefly—the 
Jew s have a superstition which for
bids their uttering  the name J e h o v a h  : 

they are in the habit of substitut
ing for it, in reading the Scriptures, 
the word which is rightly translated 
“ L ord .” This practice appears to have 
been very ancient. W e have a Greek 
T ranslation of the Hebrew Scriptures, 
made before the time of our Saviour, 
and quoted by the writers of the New 
Testam ent, in which J e h o v a h  is alway 
converted into Lord. O ther ancient 
versions adopt this rendering, and from 
these our first English Translations 
were made. The authors of our pre
sent Version followed the example of 
their predecessors, in distinguishing 
the name J e h o v a h  only by a differ
ence in the type.

B ut, two words are employed in this 
verse, and very frequently elsewhere, 
to signify the Divine B e in g : T h e  

L o r d  G o d . The latter is also de
serving of particular notice. I t  is so 
from its being, in the original, in the 
plural num ber, although constantly 
followed, when it signifies the Su
preme Being, by a verb in the singu
lar. Now as Scripture plainly teaches 
us, th at there is a plurality in the 
divine unity , the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit—it seems highly prob
able that there is an allusion to this 
in  so singular a construction of words ; 
a presumption which is almost con
verted into certainty, when we meet 
w ith such a phraseology as this, “ And 
God said, Let us make man in our 
image, after our likeness.”

I t  is of importance to rem ark that, 
although this word is frequently, in 
the Hebrew writings, applied to false 
gods, to angels, to princes or magis
trates ; in these cases, the plural noun 
is often construed with a plural verb.

But what, it may be demanded, is 
the meaning of a word which is capable

of such various applications ? On this 
question different opinions have been 
entertained which it is unnecessary 
to particularize. T hat which has ap
peared most satisfactory to the great
er num ber of judicious and learned 
writers is, that it primarily signifies 
an object of homage or veneration. 
This opinion is adopted by Dr. Pye 
Smith, in his valuable work on the 
Scripture Testim ony to the Messiah. 
The word cannot, however, denote 
merely the object of supreme adora
tion, or it would be applied to the 
LORD only. My persuasion is, that 
it expresses any object of homage, 
confidence and veneration ; although 
generally applied, by way of em in
ence, to him who is alone worthy of 
those sentim ents in an unlim ited de
gree. The import of a word may often 
be best inferred from those words in 
the sentence which are evidently pla
ced in opposition to it. In this manner 
it becomes apparent, that the word of 
God, in Scripture, is a relative term ; 
as, when it is said, “ I will be their 
God and they shall be my people,”— 
which implies the related ideas of dé
pendance and subjection on the one 
side, and of a benignant tutelage and 
governm ent on the other. A ccording
ly nothing is more common in Scrip
ture, than the use of the possessive 
pronouns with the name God ; whereas 
no such expressions as “ my Jehovah, 
our Jehovah” are to be met with ; the 
former of these words being a relative 
term , the latter not so.

T aken together, these words, “ The 
LORD God” convey a most compre
hensive, sublime and interesting idea 
of the great object of religious worship. 
T hey exhibit to us the Deity at once 
in his absolute and in his relative a ttri
butes. As what He is in himself, and 
w hat He is in relation to his creatures. 
B ut their distinguishing peculiarity 
consists in the first word L o r d . “ I am 
J k h o v a h ,  that is my name, and my 
glory will I not give to another.”



1 8 4 9 . MISCELLANEOUS SELECTIONS. 197

I s r a e l  d o t h  n o t  k n o w , m y  p e o p l e  
d o t h  n o t  c o n s i d e r .—First, then, he 
is th'e Apostle of our profession, or we 
profess him to be our Apostle. Let us 
“ consider” him as such. L et us bethink 
ourselves o f all which this little implies. 
I t  means one who is sent. The twelve 
were called Apostles, because he sent 
to preach the Gospel unto every crea
ture. And in like m anner, he too, is an 
Apostle, because sent by his Father 
into the world. He came unto us from 
a place of deep and unknow m ystery— 
he traversed th at domain which sepa
rates the land of spirits from the peo
pled and familiar land in which we 
dwell—he burst upon our senses from 
a region where all is invisible—and far 
more wonderful than if  he had been 
a visitor from another planet than our 
own, did he light upon our world from 
the dwelling place of him who is the 
uncreated source of all worlds, from 
the very abode and sanctuary of the 
Eternal. How it ought to move us 
with awe at the approach of such a 
messenger, when we think o f the glory 
and the sacredness of his former habita
tion !—of those ineffable Communions 
that he had with the Father before the 
world was—and deep insight, into all 
those mysteries of God, th at are to us 
unsearchable ! How it ought to fasten 
upon it, the gaze of every mortal eye, 
that on the shore of our world there 
has been an arrival from the dark and 
the shrouded infinity which lies beyond 
it—that, at length, out of realms which 
are afar, a traveller hath com e; and 
that, though veiled from everlasting 
in the obscurity of a remote and lofty 
nature, he hath now stood revealed to 
the observation of human senses, and 
poured forth an utterance th a t can be 
taken up by human ears !

And what ought to fasten upon him 
a still more intense regard, he comes 
with a message to our world—he comes 
straight from the D ivinity himself, and 
charged by him with a special com
munication— God had broken silence, 
and this great Apostle of our profession 
was the bearer of that voice which 
Bpeaketh from heaven unto the children 
of men. I t  was a th ing of m ighty im 
port, indeed, that there should have 
been an actual errand to us from the
Vol. V II .—No. 5.

pavilion of the A lm ighty’s residence— 
that one familiarly acquainted there 
should have come to tabernacle here, 
and to enter upon converse, and com
panionship with men—that he did an
nounce himself, and on satisfying cre
dentials, to have been sent amongst us 
from the upper paradise, with tidings 
that he had to deliver and on a work 
th at had been given him to do. And 
it ought at least to make no difference, 
th at now he has returned to the 
place from whence he came. For he 
left behind him the records of his won
drous embassy—and the authentic and 
the authoritative voice of heaven still 
speaketh to us there—and with our 
hands upon the Bible, we are in contact 
with the very materials o f a communi
cation from the Deity. In  the breast 
of the Godhead, there was a motion 
and a desire towards our species, and 
here is the expression of it—the very 
transcript of that message which our 
Apostle brought, and which our Apostle 
left amongst us—the word that actual
ly came from the secret place of the 
E ternal, and is fraught with those re 
vealed things, which now belong to us 
and to our children. 1 declare not a 
novelty in your hearing. I t  is a m atter 
o f which you are ignorant, and which 
you need to know. But it is a m atter 
of which you are woefully heedless, 
and which you need to consider. W e 
do not need to teach you what is new. 
But we need to arrest you by the sense 
of what is old and forgotten. W e charge 
your neglect of the Scriptures of our 
faith, upon your neglect of that great 
Apostle, who is the A uthor and F inish
er of our faith. By your daily indiffer
ence to the word that is written, you 
inherit all the guilt, and will come 
under the very reckoning of those, who, 
in the days of the Saviour, treated 
w ith neglect and indifference the word 
th at was spoken. Our challenge against 
you is, that the Bible is to you a thing 
of insipidity and is not desired by you 
as the alim ent of your souls—that 
though unread for days together, you 
miss no necessary food, you feel no 
vacancy, you are visited with no hung
er, you can do very well w ithout this 
nourishm ent of the spiritual life and 
b o  give reason to fear, that within you 

A a
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there is no spiritual principle to sus
tain. And looking unto that o f  which 
this written document is the memorial, 
do we charge upon all who slight the 
perusal o f it, that they tram ple into 
insignificance a formal embassy from 
heaven—that they treat with contume
ly  the messenger who came thence
forth unto our world—that God by him 
has spoken, and they have disregarded 
—that the daily spectacle of the Bible 
before their eyes, is a daily solicitation 
on the part of C hrist to be heard, 
and by their continued heedlessness to 
which, they, all their lives, set his char
acter, as an Apostle, utterly  to scorn. 
— C h a l m e r s .

T h e  I n f i d e l  a n d  t h e  D y i n g  C h i l d . 
—The ch ild ’s disease was scarlet fever. 
T en  days and nights of ever deepening 
gloom had passed, and in the silent 
n igh t, having insisted that Evelyn, 
who had herself shown symptoms of 
illness through the day, should retire 
to  bed, E uston Hastings sat alone 
w atching with a tightening heart the 
disturbed sleep o f the little Eve. It 
was near m idnight when th at troubled 
sleep was broken. The child turned 
from side to side uneasily, and looked 
somewhat wildly around her.

“ W hat is the m atter with my darl
in g ? ” asked Euston H astings, in tones 
o f m elting tenderness.

“ W here’s mamma ?—Eve w ant mam
ma to say, ‘Our Father 1’ ”

Euston Hastings had often contem p
lated the beautiful picture of his child 
kneeling with clasped hands beside her 
mother, to lisp her evening prayer, 
or since her illness forbade her rising 
from her bed, of Evelyn kneeling be
side it, tak ing those clasped hands in 
hers, and listening to E ve’s softly-mur
mured words. W ell he knew, there
fore, w hat was m eant by E v e’s simple 
phrase, “ To say, Our F a th er.”

“ Mamma is asleep,” he said : “ when 
she awakes I will call h e r.”

“ No—n o —p a p a ;  Eve a s l e e p  t h e n . ”  
“ I w i l l  c a l l  h e r  at o n c e ,  t h e n ,  d a r l 

i n g , ”  a n d  h e  w o u l d  h a v e  m o v e d ,  b u t  
t h e  l i t t l e  h a n d  w a B  l a i d  o n  h i s  t o  a r 
r e s t  h i m .

“ No—don’t  wake poor m am m a; papa, 
say Our Father ! for E v e .”

“ W ill Eve say it to papa! Speak, 
then, my darling,” he added, finding 
th a t though the bands were clasped and 
the sw eet eyes devoutly closed, Eve 
remained silent.

“ No—Eve too sick, papa—Eve can ’t

talk so m uch—papa kneel down and 
say, O ur Father, like mamma did last 
night—won’t you, papa ?”

Euston Hastings could not resist that 
pleading voice ; and kneeling, he laid 
his hand over the clasped ones of his 
child, and for the first time since he 
had m urmured it w ith childish earnest
ness in his m other’s ear, his lips gave 
utterance to that hallowed form of 
prayer which was given to man by a 
Divine Teacher. A t such an hour, un
der such circumstances, it could not be 
uttered carelessly ; and Euston H ast
ings understood its solemn import—its 
recognition of G od’s sovereignty— its 
surrender of all things to Him. He 
understood it, we say—but he trembled 
at it. H is infidelity was ann ih ila ted ; 
but he believed as the unreconciled be
lieve, and his heart almost stood still 
with fear while “ Thy will be done^ 
on earth even as it is in heaven,” fell 
slowly from his lips.

Soothed by his compliance, Eve be
came still, and seemed to sleep, but 
only for a few m inutes. Suddenly, in 
a louder voice than had been heard 
within that room for days, she exclaim 
ed, “ Papa—papa—see there—up there, 
p a p a !”

H er own eyes were fixed upward, on 
the ceiling, as it seemed to Euston 
H astings, for to him nothing else was 
visible, while a smile of joy played 
on her lips, and her arms were stretch
ed upward as to some celestial visitant.

“ Eve com ing!” she cried again, 
“ Take Eve !”

“ W ill Eve leave papa ?” cried Euston 
Hastings, while unconsciously he pass
ed his arm over her, as if  dreading that 
she would really be borne from him.

W ith eyes still fixed upward, and 
expending her last strength  in an effort 
to rise from the bed, Eve m urmured 
in broken tones, “ Papa come too— 
mamma—grandpa—little brother—dear 
papa—”

The last word could have been dis
tinguished only by the intensely-listen
ing ear of love. I t  ended in a s ig h ; 
and E uston Hastings felt, even while 
he still clasped her cherub form, and 
gazed upon her sweetly smiling face, 
th at his Eve had indeed left him for
ever. T hat she had ceased to exist, 
with the remembrance of th at last 
scene full in his mind, he could not 
believe. Henceforth heaven with its 
angels, the m inistering spirits of the 
Most H igh, was a re a lity ; it was the 
habitation of his Eve, and his own 
heart went longingly forth to it. His
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proud, stern, unbending nature had 
been taught to tremble at the decree of 
“ Him who ruleth over the armies o f 
heaven, and among the inhabitants o f 
the earth .” The Being and Nature 
upon which he had hitherto speculated 
as grand abstractions, became at once 
unspeakably interesting facts. W ould 
He contend with him in wrath ? W ould 
He snatch from him one by one the 
blessings o f his life, crushing the impi
ous heart which had reviled His a t
tributes and denied His existence ? or 
was He indeed “ so longsuffering,” 
so “ plenteous in m ercy,” that He 
would prove even to him that His 
m ight was the m ight of a Saviour ?

Such were his thoughts as with still

concentrated agony he turned from the 
grave of his cherished child to watch 
beside the suffering Evelyn. She had 
taken the terrible disease from her l it
tle Eve, and lay for many days insensi
ble to her own danger or her husband’s 
agony. But God was merciful, and 
her husband and father received her 
back as from the grave. T he heart 
which judgm ent had aroused, mercy 
melted. A consciousness of his own 
unworthiness of God’s m ercy—a fear 
that he could not be heard—checked 
the cry which anguish would have 
extorted from Euston H astin g s; and 
the first real u tterance from his heart 
to heaven was in the language of 
thanksgiving.—N .  Y. O b s e r v e r .

T h e  F a l l e n  T e m p l e .— “ T hat God 
hath withdrawn himself, and left this 
his temple desolate,” we have many 
plain and sad proofs before us. The 
stately ruins are visible to every eye, 
th a t bear in their front, yet extant, this 
doleful inscription, Here God once 
dwelt. Enough appears of the admi
rable frame and structure of the soul 
of man, to show the Divine presence 
did once reside in it ; more than enough 
of vicious deformity to proclaim, He 
is now retired and gone. The lamps 
ai;e ex tin c t; the altar overturned.

T he light and love are now vanished, 
which did the one shine with so heav
enly brightness, and the other burn 
with so pious fervour. T he golden 
candlestick is displaced, and thrown 
away as a useless thing, to make room 
for the throne of the Prince of dark
ness. T he sacred incense, which sent 
rolling up in clouds its rich perfumes, 
is exchanged for a poisonous, hellish 
vapour, and here is, instead of sweet 
savour, a stench. The comely order 
o f this house is turned all into con
fusion, “ the beauties o f holiness” into 
noisome impurities. The noble pow
ers which were designed and dedicated 
to divine contemplation and delight, 
are alienated to the service of the most 
despicable idols, and employed unto 
vilest intentions and em braces; to be
hold and admire lying vanities, to in 

dulge and cherish lust and wickedness. 
W hat have not the enemies done wick
edly in the sanctuary ? How have 
they broken down the carved works 
thereof, and that too with axes and 
hammers ! Look upon the fragm ents 
of that curious sculpture which once 
adorned the palace of the great k in g ; 
the relics of common notions, the lively 
prints of some undefaced tru ths, the 
fair ideas of things, the ye t legible pre
cepts that relate to practice. Behold ! 
with what accuracy the  broken pieces 
show these to have been engraven by 
the finger of God, and how they now 
lie torn and scattered, one in this dark 
corner, another in that, buried in heaps 
of dirt and rubbish. There is not now 
a system or entire table of coherent 
tru th s to be found, or a frame of ho
liness, but some shivered parcels. You 
come, amidst all this confusion, as into 
the ruined palace of some great prince, 
in which you see, here the fragments 
of a noble pillar, there the shattered 
pieces of some curious magery, and all 
lying neglected and useless. He that 
invites you to take a view of the soul 
of man, gives you but such another 
prospect, and doth but say to you, 
Behold the desolation, all things rude 
and waste. So that, should there be 
any pretence to the divine presence, 
it m ight be said, “ I f  God be here, why 
is it thus ?” The faded glory, the dark
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ness, the disorder, the im purity, the 
decayed state , in all respects, of this 
Tem ple, too plainly show that the Great 
Inhab itan t i s  gone.—H o w e .

M a t t , xxiii. 24.—“ Ye blind guides, 
w hich strain at a gnat and swallow a 
cam el.” In  the old E nglish transla
tion this is rendered, “ which strain out 
a g n a t a n d  th is is more conformable 
to the sense of the passage. Allusion is 
made to the custom which prevailed all 
over the E ast of passing their wine and 
other liquors through a strainer that 
no gnats or flies m ight get into the 
cup.—B i s h o p  P e r c y .

“ A l l  T h i n g s  a r e  o f  G o d . ” —I have 
no th ing  bu t what T h o u  hast given 
me ; 1 can do nothing but as T h o u  
enablest me ; I can succeed in nothing 
b u t as T h o u  prosperest me. Let God 
in  all things be glorified through Jesus 
C hrist, to whom be praise for ever and 
ever.—A n o n .

P r o v i d e n c e .— W e are too apt to 
fo rget our actual dependence on provi
dence for the circum stances o f every 
instan t. T he most trivial events may 
determ ine our state in the  world. 
T urn ing  up one street instead o f an
other, m ay bring  us into company, 
whom we should not otherw ise have 
m e t ; and this may lead to a train  of 
o ther events, which may determ ine the 
happiness or m isery o f our lives.— 
C e c i l .

T h e  C h r i s t i a n ’s  R e w a r d . — The 
Christian expects his rew ard, not as

due to m erit, but as connected, in a con
stitution o f grace, with those acts which 
grace enables him to perform. The 
pilgrim who has been led to the gate 
of Heaven, will not knock there, as 
worthy of being admitted ; but the gate 
shall open to him because he is brought 
thither. H e who sows, even w ith 
tears, the precious seed of faith, hope, 
and love, shall doubtless come again 
with joy and bring his sheaves w ith 
him, because it is in the very nature of 
seed to yield, under the kindly in 
fluence secured to it, a joyful harvest. 
— I b i d .

J a c u l a  P r u d e n t u m . — Bells call 
others, but them selves en ter not into 
the church.

There is a great force hidden in a 
sweet command.

A wise man needs not blush for 
changing his purpose.

Speak fitly, or be silent wisely.
Love makes one fit for any work.
I f  things were to be done twice, 

all would be wise.
One sword keeps another in the 

sheath.
L et all live as they would die.
A gentle heart is tied with an easy 

thread.
Every one th inks his sack heaviest.
B etter suffer ill, than do ill.
He th at pities another, remembers 

himself.
H e th a t lends, gives.
All are not m erry that dance lightly.
He that endures, is not overcome.
H e hath not lived, that lives not after 

death.
Life is ha lf spent, before we know 

w hat it is.—H e r b e r t .

See how, beneath the moonbeam’s smile, 
Yon little  billow heaves its breast,

And foams and sparkles for a while,
And m urm ’ring then  subsides to r e s t ;

S o  m an, the  sport of joy and care,
Rises on T im e’s eventful sea,

And having foam ’d a moment there 
T hus m elts into E tern ity .



1 8 4 9 .  R ELIG IO U S AND MISSIONARY IN T E L L IG E N C E . 2 0 1

O d a y  m o s t  c a l m ,  m o s t  bright,
The fruit of this, the next world’s bud, 
The indorsem ent of supreme delight, 
W rit by a friend, and with his blood; 
The couch of tim e ; care’s balm and bay; 
The week were dark, but for thy ligh t: 

T hy torch doth show the way.

T he other days and thou 
Make up one man ; whose face thou art, 
Knocking at heaven with thy brow : 
The working days are the back p a r t ; 
T he burden of the week lies there, 
M aking the whole to stoop and bow, 

T ill thy release appear.

Man had straight forward gone 
To endless death ; but thou dost pull 
And tu rn  us round to look on one, 
W hom, if  we were not very dull,
W e could not choose but look on s t i ll ; 
Since there is no place so alone 

The which he doth not fill.

Sundays the pillars are,
On which heaven’s palace arched lies : 
The other days fill up the spare 
And hollow room with vanities.
T hey are the fruitful beds and borders 
In  God’s rich garden : that is bare

W hich parts their ranks and orders.

The Sundays of m an’s life, 
Thredded together on tim e’s string, 
Make bracelets to adorn the wife 
Of the eternal glorious King.
On Sunday H eaven’s gate stands ope ; 
Blessings are plentiful and rife,

More plentiful than hope.
This day my Saviour rose,

And did enclose this light for his :
That, as each beast his manger knows, 
Man m ight not of his fodder miss. 
C hrist hath took in this piece of ground, 
And made a garden there for those 

Who want herbs for their wound.
The rest o f our Creation 

Our great Redeemer did remove [sion 
W ith the same shake, which at his pas- 
Did the earth and all things with it move. 
As Samson bore the doors away, 
C hrist’s hands, though nail’d, wrought 

our salvation,
And did unhinge that day,
The brightness of th at day 

W e sullied by our foul offence : 
W herefore that robe we cast away, 
H aving a new at his expense,
W hose drops of blood paid the full price, 
T hat was required to make us gay,

And fit for Paradise.

T hou art a  day of m irth :
And where the week days trail on ground, 
T hy flight is higher, as thy birth :
O let me take thee at the bound,
Leaping with thee from seven to seven,
Till that we both, being toss’d from earth,

Fly hand in hand to heaven !—H e r b e r t .

KtUgCotts ana iWsaionars inttlUfienrr.

Jgome.

N a v a l  a n d  M i l i t a r y  B i b l e  S o c i 
e t y .—This useful Society has been 
in existence nearly 70 years, having 
been formed in 1780. Its  ch ief design 
is to supply Soldiers and Sailors, both

at home and abroad, with the W ord of 
Life. Under God’s blessing it has 
wrought a vast amount o f good in the 
British Navy and Army. Not only a 
general improvem ent in the moral and 
religious character of the men gener
ally, but numerous instances of actual
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conversion, are to be ascribed to its 
instrum entality in simply diffusing the 
pure and uncorrupted oracles of God.

From  the last Annual Report we 
learn that during 1848 the Society dis
tributed (partly by sale and partly 
gratuitously) 10,811 Bibles, and 7,002 
New T estam ents; making a total dis
tribution, from the commencement of 
the Society, of 476,918 copies of the 
Holy Scriptures. The income of the 
Society for last year was £2,521-12-1, 
a sum by no m eans equal either to the 
deserts or exigencies o f the Institu tion .

D uring the last few years the agent 
o f the Society at Madras has distributed 
nearly 500 copies of the Scriptures 
among Soldiers and Pensioners on 
shore, and the seamen of vessels in the 
ro ad s; and has transm itted upwards of 
rupees 400 of proceeds to the Home 
Committee.

For some time past the Society have 
been directing their atten tion  to the 
boatmen and bargem en who are em 
ployed in vast num bers on the great 
rivers and canals in England, but 
whose spiritual welfare had previously 
been alm ost totally „neglected. In  a 
g reat num ber o f places most blessed re
sults have followed this application of 
the Society’s agency, and nowhere more 
signally than in the Port of London. 
T he following extracts from the journal 
o f the Society’s ch ief agent afford a 
satisfactory evidence of the good work 
th a t is now going on. We have taken 
them  almost a t random, but they are 
all more or less fraught with deep in te r
est and instruction.

“ I f  you wish to do good,” said a 
riverm an, “ I would have you visit that 
b o a t; there is a poor man in the cabin 
very bad, and (I use the w aterm an’s 
words) he wants some one to say some
th ing  good to him—som ething religi
ous.” I visited the boat, and saw the 
sick m an. “ You are ill, my friend?” 
“ Very bad indeed. I don’t  th ink  I shall 
ever be better. A doctor gave me 
som ething a t M anchester, bu t by the 
m an’s looks, I could see there was but 
little hope for m e.” Have you a Bible ? 
“ I have not. I can re a d ; but 1 am so 
bad now th at I could not keep my head 
long over a  book. I  ought to have

thought more of these things when I 
had health. Boatmen, when they are 
well, never th ink  about good things. 
I don’t know what to do. As you 
seem to know something about religion, 
perhaps you will talk to me a little .” 
The rough, but I believe, kind hearted 
boatman, who told me that this poor 
man was sick, walked up to the part of 
the w harf where the boat was moored. 
“ I told the gentlem an,”  said the w ater
m an, “ that you are very bad, and that 
you wished to hear something religi
ous ; and as he talked about the Bible, 
and such things, I asked him to speak a 
bit to you. 1 dare say he knows what 
people ought to <}o when they wish 
to be happy, and to make their peace 
with their M aker.” The honest, yet 
ignorant simplicity of the friend of the 
sick boatman, was very affecting. I 
read the third chapter o f the Gospel 
according to St. John, and commended 
the poor afflicted man unto him who is 
abundant in goodness and tru th .

Near Kingston-on-Thames 1 opened 
my bag o f books, and had some con
versation with a bargem an. “ Now 
you talk about your B ibles,” said the 
bargeman, “ look at this pretty book, 
what do you say to that ? I t  is a Bible ; 
how much do you think I paid for it ?” 
“ T enpence.” “ Ah, I see you know 
all about it. I t  is wonderful th at all 
the Bible can be printed and bound in 
this way for tenpence. Do you come 
from the Society?” “ Yes, from the 
Naval and Military Bible Society. I 
am instructed to sell this Bible for 
eightpence, and this T estam ent for 
fourpence.” “ W ell, lately I have had 
bad luck, or I would subscribe half-a- 
crown this moment to the Society. 
Well I shall not be a bit the worse for 
i t ; g ive me a Bible and Testam ent. 
T here is my h a lf  crown. I f  I was a 
gentleman you should not leave the 
craft w ith less than ten pounds for the 
Society.”

Near Dockhead, this morning, I was 
interested w ith the rem arks of a rough 
old boatman. “ I like this Bible w ork,” 
said the old man, “ it is the way to put 
th ings right with us. I look at death 
as a deep river, and it will be a good 
th ing  to get safe over it. The Bible is 
the right sort of thing for all that. I 
am getting o ld ; I m ust have a Bible 
with large print. W hat will you take 
for this book ?” “ I t  costs the Society 
seven shillings, but I am instructed to 
sell it to sailors and waterm en for three 
shillings and sixpence.” “ W ell now, 
w ith the Bible in my hand, I ’ll tell the
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t ru th ; I can’t  afford three shillings 
and sixpence. 1 have not the money. 
T here is ha lf a crown ; you m ust ask 
the Society to give an old man the 
odd shilling. I know they will do 
that. I t  is not, I believe, so much 
with them  to get money as to do 
good.”

“ I know you well,” said an old sea
man, “ 1 bought a Testament of you 
four years ago. I t  is a grand  book ; 
the letters are clear, and the paper is 
good. I should not like to part with it. 
I often read the 10th chapter of the Acts. 
The Apostle Peter, was an old fisher
m an ; he could preach well. I t  is fine 
reading too in St. Jo h n ’s Gospel. The 
beautiful words of our Saviour have 
brought many tears in my eyes.”

“ A Bible,” said the captain of a 
small vessel, below London Bridge, 
“ yes, I 'l l  buy a Bible. W e have B eth
el m eetings on board, and last n igh t 
I thought it would be a good thing to 
have a Bible, that the lads m ight read 
when they liked. They often ask me 
about texts of Scripture and religi
on. T here’s much of that going on 
now in every port.” “ Some persons 
think th at sailors are not greatly im
proved.” “ W ell, certainly there is room 
for amendm ent, many sailors are bad 
en o u g h ; but perhaps the folks you 
speak of look at them  through the 
wrong end of the glass. My boy did 
th at the other day, and was astonished 
that a large ship looked no larger than 
a picture. I made him change ends, 
and then he thought the men were too 
big. I f  some folks should go into a 
church or chapel and see a great many 
blue-jackets, with books in their hands, 
worshipping God, they m ight th ink  that 
all sailors were religious men, and if 
they saw another company in a public- 
house making themselves worse than 
beasts, they would say th at seamen 
know nothing about religion. The Bi
ble tells men to judge righteous judg
m en t.”

“ I am glad to see you ,” said the 
captain of a brig, “ I have not seen 
you since last w inter; I was afraid you 
were ill, or that you had got tired in 
coming off to the ships. I often think 
of w hat you said when you gave me 
a Bible for the crew , ‘You may learn 
from this book how to fear God, and 
keep his com m andments.’ I asked a 
m inister the right m eaning of the words, 
and he made it all plain about the Savi
our dying for our sins, and the high 
respect that all who believe the Gospel 
have for the character of God, and how

they love His holy law. The Bible 
often make^ me think of your words. 
I t  certainly will be well with them who 
fear God and obey His holy word.” 
“ Has the Bible,” I inquired, “ done 
any good among your men ?” “ I t has 
done good W hy the Bible is as much 
in use as the com pass; aye, more, for 
we do not think much about the com
pass when in harbour; but I say to my 
men, we m ust look at our spiritual com
pass every day, and if  possible, every 
hour. W e read the Bible, and have 
family w orship ; but we greatly need, 
as it says in the hymn, ‘The Holy 
Ghost to blow a heavenly gale of 
grace.’ ”

A captain of a vessel, who was 
very angry with two of his men who 
had in some way displeased him, when 
I stepped on board, said, with an oath, 
“ We don’t w ant books, we have no time 
for such th ings.” I silently took a large 
Testam ent, and one of the ornamented 
Bibles from my bag. The captain took 
the books in his hand, and examined 
the binding. The men looked on with 
great interest. I sold a Bible and a 
Testam ent. All was peace when I left 
the ship.

“ I am glad,” remarked a sailor, a 
strong noble looking fellow, “ to see 
you. You pressed me hard last w inter 
to buy a Bible, and you wished to talk 
with me about the church for sailors 
and religion; but I did not like such 
things, and so, to end it, I paid four- 
pence for a Testam ent.” “ You have 
gained some good b}r reading the book, 
I tru st ?” “ Well, now, if  you can 
stop a minute or two, I ’ll tell you some
th ing  about it. Perhaps it was a fort
n ight after I saw you 1 looked at the 
book, and I said, I have no time, I ’ll 
read a chapter or tw o; so 1 opened the 
Testam ent, and began to read in Luke, 
and in the 13th chapter I stopped at this 
verse, ‘Except ye repent, ye shall all 
likewise perish.’ The words w ent like 
spikes to my very heart. I tried to 
pray, but I made a bad hand of it. 
W hen 1 came to London again, I turn
ed into a church, and all the sermon 
was about faith and repentance. Since 
that, our captain, a good man, has 
taken me in tow, and I think I under
stand things a little better. This morn
ing 1 was talking with him about w hat 
we heard last Sunday, and I have been 
reading the words of the tex t again in 
the T estam en t; it makes, to my m ind, 
true religion as clear as the day : ‘T he 
grace o f God th a t bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all m en, teaching us
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that denying ungodliness and worldly 
lusts we should live soberly', righteous
ly, and Godly, in  this present world.’
I hope the Lord will enable me to 
attend to these things, and then, as the 
captain said, we shall understand the 
nex t verse, and be better prepared ‘for 
th e  glorious appearing of the great 
God, and our Saviour Jesus C hrist.’ ”
I felt almost sure, while talking to the 
sailor, that he is one of the men who 
will have to bless God to all eternity 
for the labours of the Naval and M ilita
ry Bible Society.

“ This book,” observed a bargman, 
near Hammersmith, “ belongs to the 
craft. I t  would be well if  all the men 
on the river had Bibles.” “ As an agent 
of the Naval and Military Bible Socie
ty , I have furnished a great many ves
sels with Bibles and Testam ents.” “ I 
know it, and the books have saved thou
sands of sins. Gentlemen do not know 
What good they are doing by putting 
Bibles in the crafts. Since the men 
have had Bibles there has not been so 
much drunkenness and swearing. W hy 
our book has made many a w inter’s 
evening pleasant and short. W hen 
there was a spare hour there used to be 
nothing but card playing and drinking, 
now you may spend a whole day on 
th e a v ie r  and not hear an oath. Many 
of men read the Bible, and often 
talk  about good things.”

I t  was very cheering to converse 
w ith a man known as a “ Bethel Cap
ta in .” “ TAc Holy Bible,” with this 
rough Seaman, to use his very words, 
“ is God’s great light to a shipwrecked 
w o rld ” Every man on board has a 
Bible, and family worship is regularly 
performed on board this vessel.”

“ God’s great light to a shipwrecked 
w orld!” How beautiful and truthful 
are these words o f the rude mariner. 
Religion refines and elevates the mind 
of even the roughest of nature’s child- 

„ Ten. May many more of those whose 
home is on the deep be led by this 
glorious “ light" to the haven of eter
nal peace.

J F o t e i f l U .

L a p l a n d .—In our last number, we 
furnished an interesting account of the 
efforts made in Sweden on behalf of 
the Gospel, in connection with the 
W esleyan Missionary Society, it was 
from the pen of the Rev. G. Scott, and

extracted from the pages of Evangel
ical Christendom. W e now give a 
history of similar efforts in Lapland, 
it is from the same pen and the same 
source.

The first missionary to Lapland, 
Carl Ludovic Tellstrdm, came to me 
in Stockholm, in the spring of 1833, 
under very interesting circumstances. 
He was a journeym an painter, and as 
is too often the case there, it  was ex
pected, as a m atter of course, that he 
would not object, at certain seasons, 
to work on the Lord’s day. He had 
been convinced of sin, while attending 
the Swedish service in the English 
Chapel, and anxiously put the question, 
“ W hat must I do to be saved?” An 
arrangem ent was made, by which 
(understand this, working men of E ng
land), at a sacrifice of one-seventh of 
his food and scanty wages, he was set 
free from Sabbath toil. His growth in 
grace, after having found peace with 
God, was most encouraging; he was 
soon engaged in various efforts to do 
good, and ere long he informed me that, 
having met with a book faithfully de
scribing the spiritual darkness and des
titution of the Laplanders, he felt a 
strong desire to labour among them, in 
any way that m ight be opened to him. 
He felt they were his fellow-country
men, and while many might be found 
in Stockholm better qualified for religi
ous effort there than himself, no one, 
so far as he knew, was labouring in a 
part of the country where such labour 
was especially called for.

Immediately previous to this conver
sation I had, without any application or 
expectation on my part, received a sum 
of money from London, contributed by 
a few Christian friends, not Methodists, 
to be employed for the spiritual benefit 
of Lapland, and it seemed th at God had 
placed before us a suitable agent. In 
this I was confirmed, by the result of a 
somewhat sifting examination, to which 
it appeared proper to subject my friend. 
His attention was drawn, among other 
matters, to the following: 1. The lan
guage: the almost impossibility of so 
acquiring it as to speak it fluently. 
He said: “ I  have thought of this, and 
being informed by the royal librarian 
that a Lappish and Latin Grammar was 
published many years ago, I inquired 
at the several book shops for a copy, 
but without success. Returning to the 
librarian, he convinced me that the 
edition could not be sold out, and 
having obtained permission to search
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among the unsold number of the book 
shops, 1 met, at length, with a bundle 
of this Grammar in sheets, and with a 
Lappish Testam ent in addition. 1 have 
been trying the language, and firmly 
believe I shall be able to master it.” 
2. The cold: much more intense than 
in Stockholm, and by no means the 
same shelter and comfort to be obtained. 
“ I have thought of this, too,” he re
plied, “ and during the late severe 
weather have gone up and down the 
stone stairs, and about the yard, where 
I reside, without my shoes and stock
ings, that I might test my capability of 
bearing exposure to cold. I have not 
suffered at all, and am fully convinced 
that, in this respect, I am specially fit
ted for Lapland.” 3. Food: no farina
ceous or vegetable diet being to be 
easily had in the interior, and gener
ally nothing but the flesh of the rein
deer smoked, or otherwise prepared. 
“ T his,” said he, “ has not given me 
a th o u g h t; I have been none the worse 
for fasting once a week that I might 
secure my precious Sabbaths, and, if 
God send me to Lapland, He will sup
port me there.” 4. Solitude: he was 
reminded that he would be separated 
from Christian intercourse, and might 
be placed where, for many dreary miles, 
he could not meet with a spiritual 
friend. “ T his,” he replied, much 
moved, “ does discourage me. I seem 
too young a convert, too inexperienced 
to be removed from the careful nursing 
of the Christian ch urch ; I feel how 
much 1 need th is ; and yet, if God be 
directing my steps to Lapland, my soul 
may certainly rely on that word, ‘Lo, 
I  am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the w orld ;’ and if  Jesus be 
with me, is not this enough?”

No doubt could remain as to Tell- 
strom ’s call to Lapland, but the way 
was not yet open, and he needed some 
further preparation. During the win
ter of 1834-35, he was set free from 
toil, and directed in his studies, the 
money sent from England being deem
ed available for this purpose. A proof 
of his strict conscientiousness ought 
not to be omitted. No fixed sum was 
allowed him, but he was told to come 
to me whenever he needed assistance. 
Frequently was he asked if  he did not 
require money, and his answer was a 
negative; be hadj however, been in 
strait for some artiele of clothing, and 
his first impulse was to come to me 
for the sum necessary to purchase it, 
but considering the money in my charge 
as missionary money, and peculiarly 
Vol. V II.—No. 5.

sacred, he felt that he could not touch 
it while he had silver in his own posses
sion. A t his baptism a noble sponsor 
had presented him with a silver table 
spoon ; such gifts are highly prized, and 
generally handed down as heirlooms 
from generation to generation, and my 
friend naturally hesitated ere he parted 
with his; but his determination not 
to touch the “ holy missionary money 
while he had silver of his own” trium ph
ed, and he disposed of the spoon to 
purchase what was wanted. On the 
eve of his departure for Lapland, a 
friend, entirely ignorant of the circum 
stance now related, gave him a silver 
table spoon, and he had just time to 
get an engraver to inscribe on it the 
words recorded in Luke xviii. 29, 30, 
ere he embarked.

In the spring of 1835, the Swedish 
Missionary Society was formed, the 

first acknowledgment by the Swedish 
Lutheran church of the principle that 
Christians are bound to extend Christ
ianity. A good deal had been contri
buted to the Missionary societies of 
other lands, by individual Swedish 
C hristians; Swedes had gone out as 
missionaries under the auspices of other 
Missionary Societies, and I had often 
been urged to form the friends of Me
thodist Missions into an Auxiliary 
Society, but 1 much preferred using 
any influence I might possess in secur
ing the acknowledgment by the Luther
an church of the principle above stated. 
And when, in a manner to me most 
deeply interesting, the Swedish Mission
ary Society was established, I felt as 
if  a new era had begun in the history 
of that country. The organization now 
existed which could open Tellstrom ’s 
way to Lapland, but although appoint
ed Foreign Secretary to the Society, I 
felt that it would not do for me to bring 
the matter forward there in the first 
instance, as such was the depth and 
strength of prejudice, that many would 
look upon this mission to Lapland as 
a Methodist propagandism, and the 
probability was that the directors of the 
Society would hesitate to engage one 
who had been recommended by a 
Methodist minister. Being, however, 
on friendly terms with the Bishop of 
Hernosand, in whose diocese Lapland 
is situated, I wrote to him on the sub
ject, and his prompt reply assured me 
that he would be most happy to give 
Tellstrom authority as a catechist, if 
the Missionary Society would engage 
to support him in that office. The pro
posal of the good bishop was at once 

B b
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acceded to, and the directors having 
agreed to furnish the means of support
ing him, in Ju ly , 1835, he sailed for 
Umla, thence to proceed inland to 
Lycksele, a border parish, where, under 
the care of the clergyman, he was to 
perfect himself in the language.

While in this place, he gave pleasing 
evidence of his untiring zeal and re
markable prudence. The first Sabbath 
was spent with the usual single service 
in the church, and appeared to Tell- 
strom a meagre d a y ; before the next, 
however, he had obtained the pastor’s 
permission to call such of the house
hold servants as could be spared into 
his room, for a religious exercise in the 
Swedish language ; on the third, several 
of the villagers earnestly desired to be 
present, bu t he could not admit them, 
promising, however, to speak to the 
clergyman about it during the week. 
No objection being made, the room, in 
a few weeks’ time, became so inconve
niently crowded that the pastor told 
him he would order the church to be 
opened for him in the afternoons, that 
as many as chose to attend m ight be 
accommodated. This would never have 
been done had the poor catechist re
quested it in the first instance.

Tellstrom  having acquired a sufficient 
knowledge of the language, commen
ced with efforts to communicate Gospel 
tru th  to adult Laplanders. B ut the 
obstacles in his way were found to be 
so formidable, that little hope of suc
cess could be indulged. The residence 
of the families is fixed according to the 
movements of the flocks of deer poss
essed by them. So long as the animals 
obtain a supply o f the moss on which 
they feed, they remai^ stationary, and 
the family has re s t;  but when that 
supply begins to fail, the deer set off 
for a more favoured spot, and the family 
m ust instantly strike ten t and follow. 
No great num ber o f Laplanders can, 
therefore, be found together, and tra
velling from place to place is hazardous. 
In  summer, extensive marshes have 
to be crossed, the roads consisting 
of small pine trees, stripped of their 
branches, and thrown longitudinally 
into the m arsh; these float upon the 
surface and sustain the weight of a 
single traveller, who, with his soft seal
skin boots yielding to the shape of the 
tree, and possessed of requisite skill in 
maintaining his equilibrium, may, at the 
expense of much fatigue, accomplish 
a few miles a day. In  the winter all 
is frozen over, but the danger of being 
lost in trackless deserts is imminent.

My excellent friend was brought near 
his end, and passed through months of 
excruciating suffering, by missing his 
way on a winter journey.

Tellstrom ascertaining that the Lap
landers gathered in considerable num 
bers a t several points where annual, 
or semi-annual markets were held (the 
Swedish merchants bringing up manu
factured goods, and exchanging them 
for reindeer-skins, & c.), rejoiced in 
the opportunity this would afford him 
of holding meetings with the objects of 
his solicitude. But he soon found that 
the wickedness of man presented ob
structions still more appalling than the 
natural difficulties already noticed. On 
the eve of the market-day, each booth 
had on the counter a jar of spirits and 
glasses, and the Laplanders were en
couraged to drink freely without charge. 
The offer was so universally accepted, 
that all of them  were in a state of 
inebriation during the m arket, and it 
was in vain to attempt interesting them 
in religious things.

The missionary wisely concluded that 
he m ust direct his chief attention to 
the young, and the Society gave him 
every encouragement to proceed in this 
direction. He opened a school, where 
eighteen Lappish children were placed 
under sound religious instruction ; and 
as they were, for the term of two years, 
taken from their parents, they were 
clothed, boarded, and lodged, at the 
expense of the Society, and at the end of 
the two years restored to their parents, 
with a plentiful supply of religious and 
useful books, to spread the light they 
had received. Several young men, the 
fruit of his evangelical labours, now co
operate with him in taking charge of 
similar schools, and though 'the mission 
is necessarily an expensive one, yet, 
in no other way could so much good 
he done in that long-neglected and 
superstitious corner of Europe, where 
the use of the dreaded divining drum 
(one of which now lies before me) speaks 
rather of African heathenism than L u 
theran C hristianity ; and the u tter igno
rance of religion generally manifested 
by the people, proves to us how little 
is effected for the spread of the Gospel 
by dividing a country like Lapland into 
parishes, and placing at the head of 
each a clergyman, who, as is very 
generally the case, knows nothing of 
the language of the people committed 
to his charge.

Nearly 150 children are now found 
in the seven schools, beside the hun
dreds who have already passed through
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them , while the catechists also, by 
turns, undertake journey through the 
country ; and 1 wonder not, there
fore, that the efforts, such as your 
notice of last month refers to, begin 
to appear—the grain of mustard seed, 
sown in 1835, is growing and becom
ing a great tree. In  a recent communi
cation Tellstrôm  writes : “ The day 
after the examination, and religious 
service, the Laplanders assembled in 
the school-rooin to take farewell of their 
children and the teachers. After wor
ship, the Laplanders requested that the 
children would again sing a hymn. 
The children raised their voices, and 
the adults listened with feelings which 
only parents who love their offspring 
can understand. W ith deep emotion 
they said on leaving: ‘May God re
ward the good people who thus love 
our children.’ The Laplander has feel
ings—tender feelings, and when God 
quickens his heart to thanksgiving and 
prayer, shall many a supplication arise 
from the depths of these wilds on be
half of the friends of missions.”

G e o . S c o t t .

E g y i’t .—The following account of 
the Religious condition of Egypt, is 
a very gloomy one. I t  reminds us of 
Ezekiel’s vision, the valley is full of 
bones, there are many in the open 
valley, and they are very dry. But 
there is power which can bring them 
together, lay sinews upon them, clothe 
them with flesh, cover them with skin, 
and breathe into them the breath of 
Life. We have need to pray-, “ Come 
from the four winds O breath and 
breathe upon the slain, that they may 
live .”

Though the evanescent glory of these 
institutions (Coptic Monasteries) has 
long since departed, they have notwith
standing, at the present day, much im 
poverished but undoubted successors 
in the convents at the Natron Lakes, 
and in the Eastern Desert. The Wadee 
Natro6n, or Natron Valley, is distant 
twelve hours, or about thirty-six miles 
west, of the Rosetta branch of the Nile. 
The only considerable places in the val
ley are “ the village of Zageig, and the 
four monasteries, which contain alto
gether not more than 277 inhabitants ; 
of which the village has 200, and the 
convents the remaining seventy-seven. 
Dayr Suriani, thirty to forty; St. Ma

carius, twenty-two ; Amha Bishoi, th ir
teen ; and Dayr Baranioos, seven. The 
inmates of all these monasteries are 
Copts, though Dayr Baramoos is said 
to be of Greek, as the Suridni of Sj'ri- 
an origin.”*

The form of the monasteries is that 
o f a square or parallelogram, the walls 
of which are in general 100 feet in 
length, with an insulated tower, com
manding the entrance, and forming a 
place of refuge, in case the monastery 
itself should be taken by robbers. The 
monkish diet is meagre enough, consist
ing of bread steeped in lentils, onions, 
and linseed oil. Their manner of taking 
the Eucharist is unique—the thick juice 
of the grape being taken out of a glass 
vessel with a spoon, while the remain
der is scraped with the priest’s finger. 
Dr. Tischendorff states, that they con
tinue three hours at mass, and adds, “ it 
is difficult to say what could possibly be 
edifying in the entire celebration of 
the mass, the most prominent acts of 
which consist in the incense-burning 
before the individual images, the hand- 
kissing of the officiating priest, the 
laying on of hands, and the passing 
round with the image of the Virgin.” 
* * * “ Two peculiarities struck me
in the arrangements of the church (of 
St. Macarius) : the one is the oven 
behind the sacristy, employed in bak
ing the sour sacramental bread used 
fresh at every mass. These loaves are 
round, like a small cake, of the size of 
the palm of the hand, not over white, 
and stamped at the top with many 
crosses. One is eaten at the altar, and 
the remainder are distributed amongst 
the communists after mass.” t In the 
rich monastery of the Suriani, a tam a
rind tree is show, which miraculously 
sprouted forth from the staff of St. 
Ephraim, which had been left standing 
at the d o o r! Tischendorff remarks, 
that “ the entire existence of these 
Coptic communities is an unnatural 
and unscriptural penitence. There the 
spirit of Christianity slinks stealthily 
about, like a gloomy demon, infusing 
poison in life’s joyous draught.” But, 
truly, it is a spurious Christianity, un
worthy of the name.

The convents of St. Anthony and 
St. Paul are at no great distance from 
the Red Sea—the former being looked 
upon as the principal monastery in 
Egypt, especially since the election of

* W ilkinson’s Modern Egypt and Thebes, vol. i. 
page 387-

■| TischendorfTs Travels in the Rust. ]>age 51. 
English Translation.
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the patriarch has been transferred to it 
from those of the Natron lakes. The 
only other regular convent is that at 
Jebel Koskam, in Upper Egypt. There 
are, however, a number of secondary 
monasteries, to which, the priests being 
seculars, women are admitted as well 
as men. One of these is well known 
to voyagers on the Nile as containing a 
nest of importunate beggars; it is the 
Dayr Sitteh Mariam El Adra—“ The 
convent of our Lady Mary, the Vir
g in ,” on the summit of the Jebel e ’ 
T ayr, a precipitous cliff, which over
hangs the river. Every boat, as soon 
as it is seen, is approached by some 
o f the Coptic monks, swimming with 
bladders, or swimming alone, and beg
ging for charity, under the plea, “ Ana 
C hristidn, ya H awdger,” “ I am a Chris
tian, O stranger,” as if  that must en
sure a  liberal dole. But strange Chris
tians they m ust be, who believe that 
all sanctifying virtue rests chiefly in 
the “ meiriin,” or “ holy oil of unction ,” 
and who, thinking nothing of the Sa
viour’s blood, and of the Holy Spirit’s 
grace, are thus deluded to their eternal 
peril. “ W here there is no vision, the 
people perish.”

The probable number of the Copts is 
from 150 to 200,000; 10,000 residing in 
Cairo, and the great proportion o f the 
rest in the Faioom. Their churches 
may number in all 150, and are sup
ported, as well as the clergy, by volun
tary contributions.

Since the time of the Crusades, the 
Romanists have made untiring  efforts 
to proselyte the Copts, in common with 
all the other Christian communities in 
the East—but in E gypt they have met 
with little success. The Coptic-Catho
lic church professes to comprise from
12,000 to 15,000 members, superintend
ed by two bishops, and fifty priests. 
A t Alexandria, they have a college, 
and a house of nuns o f charity.

In  the Report of the Propaganda for 
1846, a .grant appears to the R ight 
Rev. Bishop Solero, Vicar-Apostolic of 
E gypt, for the several united rites, 
37,696 francs; mission o f the Lazarists 
at Alexandria in Egypt, establishments 
of the Brethren of the C hristian Doc
trine, Sisters of C harity , and construc
tion of a church, 77,750 fran cs; and 
for the missions of the  RR. FF . Re
formed Minors in Upper Egypt, 5,952 
francs.

Rome, then, is not idle ; £5,000, in 
one year, for Egypt, is not a  little in 
the hands of such persevering zealots 
as she can employ. I t  may as well

to give a word of explanation on the 
expression in the first item, “ for the 
several united rites.” I t  has ever been 
the wily policy of Rome to compromise 
even her avowed principles, from mo
tives of expediency; and, when she 
finds insuperable obstacles in the way 
of forcing converts from the Greek, or 
Armenian, or Coptic church, to the 
adoption of her rites, they are per
mitted to retain their own (no doubt as 
an indulgenza plenaria for becoming 
Romanists at a l l !) if only they acknow
ledge the supremacy of the Roman 
See. Nay, the church of Rome even 
makes it a m atter for boasting “ that 
she has in communion with her the 
people of six different rites, with all 
their ancient liturgies, respected as so 
many monuments of the unity of 
belief in the midst of the variety of 
rite and discipline.” Most singular 
unity, and as singular variety ! So this 
is Rome’s Evangelical A lliance; an 
organization bearing distinct enough 
traces of the hands employed in its 
construction, but the materials of which 
are so manifestly incongruous that the 
fabric must ere long crumble into dust. 
And when the time arrives, what new 
form of religion, nominal or real, shall 
take its place ? W hen m en’s eyes 
are opened everywhere, not in Europe 
only and America, but in Africa and 
Asia, to the absurdities and falsities 
of the Roman, and G reek, and Coptic, 
and other corrupted systems, what will 
these men become ? Infidels, or gen
uine disciples of the Lord Jesus ? 
W henever that time comes, it will be
come a m atter of inexpressible regret 
to all real “ members o f the body of 
C hrist,” that they did not sooner form 
a truly evangelical union, and that 
they were not prepared, with all sin
cerity of purpose and intensity of effort, 
to occupy every inch of vantage 
ground, as it might be obtained. Pro
testant Christians, who may chance 
to sojourn for a longer or shorter time 
in the East, have a grave responsibility 
resting upon them, lest, by the nega
tive and secular character of their re li
gion, they add their quota to deepen the 
impression in the minds of thinking 
men, that Christianity is, after all, but a 
creed, which may be received or re 
jected a t pleasure—since its own pro
fessors are plainly insincere. Let us 
not compromise our holy principles, but 
by giving, and praying, and doing 
according to our ability, seek to illus
trate and diffuse the verities of the 
Christian faith. The Christian spirit
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should also, in all its gentleness and 
meekness, appear. I f  the principles of 
pure Christianity are to prevail in Egypt 
and the neighbouring countries, it  can
not be by introducing the controversies 
of different sects, and insisting upon 
the shibboleth of party, any nore than 
by an unworthy latitudinarianism. 
W e m ust hold the tru th , and spread 
it, but “ in love.”

The doctrines of true “ repentance 
towards God, and faith towards our 
Lord Jesus C hrist,” preached by men 
who exhibit the power of those car
dinal principles in their lives, would 
then be heard as no “ uncertain 
sound”—and even among those su
perstitious pilgrims of the Coptic 
church who wend their weary way 
from the Natron Desert and from 
Abyssinia, to pay their vows in the 
church of the Holy Sepulchre, some 
Ethiopian eunuchs may yet be found 
anxiously inquiring the way of sal
vation.

The efforts a t present made by Pro
testants on behalf of the Coptic church 
are chiefly in the way of education. 
The Rev. Messrs. Lieder and Kruse 
have been for many years engaged in 
labouring among them—not only at 
Cairo, but throughout Upper Egypt. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lieder superintend ex
cellent schools on the Lancasterian 
system—the boys’ school comprising 
about 100, and the girls’ 120 ; 25 of the 
boys receive a superior education in the- 
ology, and from them the Coptic patri
arch has promised to select his priests. 
As they are faithfully instructed in the 
tru ths of the Bible, this is a most hope
ful sign for the future. There is regu
larly public worship, on each Lord’s- 
day morning, in a room in Mr. L ieder’s 
house, when one of the missionaries 
preaches, and the Coptic youths form 
the choir.

Among the Christian communities in 
E gypt the Copts far preponderate. 
The number of Armenians is not more 
than 600—they have three churches 
a t Cairo, and one at Alexandria. Their 
bishop fondly cherishes the idea of a 
peaceful union of all the Christian 
sects. He remarked to Dr. Wilson 
that “ the differences among Christians 
would be much lessened, if  the Bible 
were viewed as the supereme au
thority .”

The Greek church in Egypt has
2,000 or 3,000 members,* and the

* Wilson’s Lands iff the Bible, vol. ii., p. 448.

Greek Catholic church, according to 
the Papal reckoning, has 4,000.*

The Jews in Egypt amount to some 
thousand so u ls; Cairo alone having, 
according to Mr. Lane, 5,000. Dr. 
W ilson, however, states lhat they 
“ have been much reduced of late years, 
especially by the p lag u e ; that the 
Talmudists reckon themselves at about 
1,000, the Karaites at 350, and the 
Franks at 60—in all, 1,410 souls—and 
at Alexandria there are 1,200 souls.” t

The Jewish quarter at Cairo is, as 
usual, one of the very dirtiest—the 
people are slovenly and mean, pur

posely so, it would appear, to avoid the 
suspicion of being well off in the world. 
Their employments are various, but 
most are money-changers, goldsmiths, 
or general m erchants. They compete 
with the Copts in filling the offices in 
the customs. They hate and are hated 
by the Moslems—for in the Koran it 
is w ritten,t “ Thou shalt find the most 
violent of (all) men in enmity against 
the true believers (to be) the Jews and 
the idolaters; and thou shalt surely 
find those among them (to be) the most 
inclinable to (entertain) friendship for 
the true believers, who say, We are 
C hristians.” The Talmudists have 
twelve synagogues, and schools attach
ed, where, however, most meagre in
struction is given. M. Cremieux, of 
Paris, has instituted a seminary on a 
much better system.

The Karaites are the native Jews. 
They profess the utmost readiness to 
send their children to any school, effi
ciently superintended by a Christian, 
having at present only one school of 
about thirty to thirty-five scholars. 
Among other articles of their creed are, 
“ 4. That Moses, our Rabbi (peace be 
to his memory), was sent by the Crea
tor. 5. T hat with and by Moses he 
sent to us his perfect law. 10. That 
the blessed God has not abandoned his 
people in their captivity, although they 
lie under the chastisement of God ; 
but it is proper they should secure 
their salvation by Messiah the son of 
David.” § Messrs. Luriaand Goldberg 
have been stationed at Cairo since the 
spring of 1847, as missionaries to the 
Jews, and from their letters it appears 
that there is a great eagerness on the 
part of the Jews to hear the Word—

* Ibid., vol. iv., p. 583.
t Lands o f the Bible, vol. ii., p. 647> 650.
$ Sale's Koran, p. 92.
§ For the full Creed see Wilson’s Lands o f  the 

Bible, vol. ii., p. (¡50.
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and several have renounced their old 
and false principles.

The number of the Turks , in Egypt, 
is 20,000, who occupy, for the most 
part, superior stations, and profess, of 
course, with the Arabs, the religion of 
Islam. The sum total of the Arab 
population is about 1,750,000 souls, 
who are, with a few exceptions, in
volved in the most gross ignorance ; 
however, the educational institutions, 
which Clot Bey and other Frenchmen 
have set on foot, are likely means for 
elevating them as a nation. At Kasr 
el A ny, near Cairo, there is a hospital 
and school of medicine, w ith botanic 
garden attached, which is presided ove* 
by eight professors. The hospital at 
Aboo Zabel, north east o f Cairo, con
tains 720 beds ; and in that of Cairo, 
in the square of the Usbekeeh, there 
are 300 beds for men, and 200 for wo
men.

O f the primary schools, in Egypt, 
there are more than fifty, with 5,000 
scholars who learn the Arabic, T ur
kish, and Persian languages. Such 
institutions form nurseries for the 
schools of medicine, of infantry, and 
cavalry. In  Cairo, there are four pri
mary schools, and one at Alexandria. 
There are also preparatory schools, in 
which Arabic is read and written, the 
rules o f Arithmetic are also taught, 
and religious instruction is given. The 
one at Cairo numbers 1,500, and that 
a t Alexandria, 500 scholars ; the course 
embracing four years. From the pre
paratory schools pupils are draughted 
for two years into the Polytechnic, in 
which they study the higher branches 
of mathematics, physics, engineering, 
& c., and from their number the sub
lieutenancies are often supplied. There 
are, lastly, special schools for training 
to particular departments in the public 
service.

I t  will be observed that these schools 
do not meet the wants of the people 
at large, and by restricting the benefits 
o f  a sound education to a very few, are 
only likely to perpetuate the wide 
chasm between the upper and lower 
class, in Egypt—for middle class there 
is none ) the peasantry are still left in 
their boorish, half-savage state, being 
acquainted only with some passages of 
the Koran, and the orthodox postures 
of prayer, and this is their education. 
For them, as well as for the upper 
class, the Christian element is “ the one 
thing needful; ’ and as Ibrahim Pasha 
is known to be quite as liberal in his 
views as Mohammed Ali, and, at the

same time, much less partial to the 
French, his accession to the vice-roy
alty seems a good opportunity for mak
ing a vigorous effort on behalf of Egypt. 
There can be no question that the 
Egyptian Governm ent is much in ad
vance of that of Turkey, in its ideas of 
toleration. The present writer has 
heard Ibrahim express his admiration 
of the British constitution, because of 
the perfect liberty, civil and religious, 
which it accords. I t  would be no sur
prising thing to find E gypt setting the 
example to other Mohammedan coun
tries, by abolishing the punishm ent of 
death in the case of heretic M oslem s; 
and when it shall come to pass that this 
is the avowed policy in all the Moham
medan pashalics, how widely will the 
door at once be opened into the coun
tries o f the East ? As things are now, 
the establishment of educational insti
tu tes, like that under the care of the 
Rev. T. R . Lieder, at Cairo, but on 
a strictly unsectarian basis, seems the 
most feasible way of acting upon the 
minds of the people. And, 2dly, by 
the founding of new hospitals and dis
pensaries, such as the one at Jerusa
lem, under the superintendence of Dr. 
M 'Gowan, and by the more efficient 
support of those already in existence. 
The Rev. W m. Graham, who has had 
much experience at Damascus as a mis
sionary, states, in a letter to the writer : 
“ As to medical missions, I may say, 
that I have a high, very high, opinion 
of their usefulness, especially in the 
East, and among the Jews. This, 1 
know, both from Jerusalem  and Dam as
cus—Dr. M‘Gowan has broken down 
the prejudices in Jerusalem , in a great 
measure, and so has Dr. Paulding, in 
Damascus.” Should this meet Mr. 
Graham ’s eye, he will, perhaps, have 
the kindness to state, in Evangelical 
Christendom, his views on the subject 
of a general medical mission for the 
Ottoman empire, on a Catholic and 
thoroughly Christian basis. The dis
pensary, with which Dr. Thompson 
was connected, has now ceased to be, 
from the want of funds, and as Dr. 
Paulding is supported by the American 
Board, no effort is now being made by 
British Protestants on behalf of the 
Ottoman empire, with the solitary ex
ception of the hospital at Jerusalem.

The Syrian Medical Aid Association, 
of London, being extinct, the way is 
open for the organization of another 
Society, on the unsectarian basis of the 
Evangelical Alliance. Sir C. E. Eardly, 
and other gentlemen, are most favourable
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to such a scheme, if  a committee could 
be formed in London, or elsewhere, on a 
similar principle to that lately launched 
for the religious improvement of Italy 
and the Italians. Is it wise policy to 
overlook the East, which is likely 
enough to become the battle-field be
tween the Christian host and the armies 
of the aliens P Supposing that the Pa
pal power should be dislodged from 
Rome, has she no strongholds to fall 
back upon in the countries of the East ? 
—no fresh bribes for corruptible officials 
in  T urkey, and Syria, and Egypt ?—no 
understanding with Greeks and Arme
nians, Maronites, Nestorians, or Copts, 
which will secure to her not only a 
place of refuge, but a source of new 
strength? Mohammedans, who seethe  
absurdity of the Koran, if  their views 
of Christianity are formed from Rome 
alone,m ust needs lack conscientiousness 
and sincerity, and the imminent danger 
is, that they land on the shores of infi
delity ; and members of the Oriental 
churches, finding how very accommo
dating is their sister Rome, are likely 
enough to enter into a solemn covenant 
and league. One half-penny per week 
is expected of all faithful Romanists for 
the funds of the Propaganda—when is 
there to be manifested the like systema
tic and persevering zeal on the part of 
Protestant Christians ?

A knowledge of the philanthropic 
efforts of Christians tends much to re
move deeply-rooted prejudices. T hat 
such is the case, appears in one signal 
instance, in Egypt—the late viceroy, 
Mohammed Ali, having presented a 
piece of ground, in the Frank-square, 
at Alexandria, as a site for the English 
Episcopal church—the value of which 
is now £1,000. This structure, though 
far advanced, is sadly crippled for want 
of funds; it has a claim upon the gen
erous assistance of British Christians, 
as the first Protestant place o f worship 
in E gyp t*

P. S .—Since the above was written, 
two remarkable events have taken place, 
which have a material bearing on the 
remarks in the last paragraph but one. 
The Papal power is , for the time at 
least, dislodged from Rome—the so- 
called Holy Father has betaken himself 
to Gaeta—and Ibrahim Pasha has ceas
ed to live, his case adding one more to 
the list of men, who, by excesses in 
their earlier years, have opened for 
themselves an earlier tomb; but how 
unexpected, by himself and by others,

* The treasurer, in London, is G. H . Barnett, 
Ksq., (Barnett, Hoare & Co., 69, Lombard-street.)

that his newly-acquired rule should eu- 
dure for so short a time.

Abbas Pasha, grandson of Moham
med Ali, by Toosoom, his deceased 
elder son, is the heir to the viceroy
alty, and has been sent for to Mecca, 
whither he has gone to the Kaaba, 
to acquire the title, honourable and 
dear to Moslems, of Hajjet: (pilgrim). 
He is more known to the Cairenes and 
the Egyptians generally than his step- 
uncle Ibrahim, having for many years 
governed the central provinces. It is 
impossible to surmise what may be his 
line of policy, whether as a man of 
peace he will promote agriculture, and 
retrench the useless army and navy de
partm ents, or allow things to remain in 
statu quo. The French beys, and E u
ropeans in general, will most likely 
retain their old position in the country. 
May he prove a social, if  not a religious 
reform er!

The character of Ibrahim Pasha is 
much misrepresented in those jour
nals which have called him a modern 
“ Nero.” He was beloved by the army, 
and yet his likings and inclinations 
were pacific. Had he lived, it is not 
unlikely that he would have proved, in 
his blunt and straight-forward way of 
acting, another Cavaignac.

©riental.
M a d r a s  U n i v e r s i t y .—The distri

bution of prizes to the Students of the 
High School department of this Insti
tution took place on the 16th ult. The 
address of the Governor has already 
been widely made known by the public 
prints. I t  virtually pronounced this 
favoured and costly institution of Gov
ernment to be “ a failure.” This con
clusion even its most partial advocates 
would find it difficult to invalidate. 
Petitioned and clamoured for by up
wards of 70,000 applicants, accessi
ble to all the better classes of nearly 
ha lf a million of people, and free 
from all connection with the only 
alleged obstruction—a dreaded and 
hated Christianity—the Institution has 
achieved the magnificent result of an 
average attendance of 160 Scholars! 
Independently altogether of the objec
tions to which the University is liable 
on religious grounds—as an institution 
purposely exclusive of Christian tru th  
and Christian morals—and viewing it
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merely as an establishm ent for secular 
instruction, it has, even on its own 
chosen ground, been weighed in the 
balance and found wanting. I t  is as 
erroneous in theory, as it has been a- 
bortive of results. Instead of the high, 
exotic cultivation of the few, it should 
have aimed at the useful, practical in 
struction of the many. I t  m ight have 
extended the base of a solid enduring 
pyramid. I t  has only run  up a slen
der, isolated, top heavy pinnacle. W e 
quite agree w ith the Æhenœum  that 
the movement m ust begin from below, 
not from above. Educate the aristo
crats of caste, and they will only 
keep what they have got to them 
selves, and look more disdainfully 
than ever on the herd beneath them. 
In struc t the masses—enlighten the 
pariah myriads—and very shame and 
fear will compel the upper classes to 
educate themselves.

Had Sir Henry Pottinger, entered 
on the financial aspect of the experi
m ent, even his sensible and sagacious 
m ind could scarcely have anticipated 
the actual results. From the recent 
Reports of the High School we find 
that the average monthly expense of 
the Institution, even deducting the 
amount received in fees, is upwards of 
rupees 2,500. This, divided amongst 
160 pupils, gives as the cost of each 
boy, about rupees J6 per m onth—or 
Rupees 192 per annum. I f  to this 
the salary of the Secretary be added, 
the cost to Governm ent of educating 
each pupil will be at least rupees 
200 a year !

T he following extracts from the 
Æhenceum are worthy of attention :

T he Governor confesses him self quite 
unable to solve the problem of confes
sed failure on the part of the Univer
sity. Perhaps we ought to acknow
ledge ourselves equally powerless, but 
it may be that our various guesses at the 
cause, may set that universal umpire 
the public, upon the right scent. In  
order to realize fully the real condition 
of things, we m ust take into account 
the actual state of the Madras popula
tion, and the means or obstacles which 
stand in the way of education, the 
number of inhabitants in the capital of

the Presidency, is supposed to reach to 
upwards of ha lf a million, and it is 
absurd to suppose that an average a t
tendance of a hundred and sixty boys, 
less than two-thirds of whom pay the 
school fees of four rupees m onthly, 
exhausts the pecuniary capacity of the 
upper and middle classes. I t  should 
never be forgotten, with reference to 
this question, that the University has 
the confidence of the Hindu. Its gifted 
President, and his energetic colleagues, 
have invariably sought to identify their 
efforts, with the sympathies of the 
people. The school has been in every 
sense of the word, a mere academy 
for imparting secular instruction. The 
Scriptures and the Pariahs have been 
carefully excluded. Science and litera
ture have been made to descend in a 
great measure to the level of the capa
cities of the strange m ultitude. No 
god in the heathen mythology, has been 
defrauded of the presence of his wor
shippers. Holidays are kept with de
vout observance, and religion honoured 
only in the persons of the senseless 
idols of E astern devotion. B ut with 
all this careful study of national pe
culiarities, and in return  for the liberal 
founding of scholarships, proficient- 
ships, Governm ent rewards in school, 
and Government pay in after life, the 
result is an average attendance o f one 
in the three thousands of the popula
tion. W hat is the cause of such a 
melancholy example of failure ?

We think Sir Henry Pottinger almost 
apprehended the reason, when it oc
curred to him to notice the great pro
portion between the attendance at 
other schools in the Presidency, and at 
the University. He has been told, 
like the rest of us, that the natives 
dreaded the introduction of the Bible, 
as a part of the education of their chil
dren, and that if  Governm ent desires 
to enlist their good wishes and hearty 
cooperation in favour of any scheme of 
instruction, it must come recommend
ed by the total absence of the prosely
tising element. This is the language 
held by the Elphinstone memorialists, 
by the managers of the University, and 
even by the majority of the Court of 
Directors themselves. But what are 
the actual illustrations afforded by ex
perience ? The following facts will 
furnish an answer to the query. In 
the Free C hurch Schools at Madras, 
there are a t this moment upwards of 
eight hundred and thirty  scholars. In  
the Rev. Mr. G ran t’s schools five hun
dred and eighty-six j Rev. Mr. W ins
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low’s five hundred and sixty.* Total 
number in three schools only 1,976. Of 
these pupils not fifty are of low caste 
origin, and each and all are obliged to 
read daily a portion of the Scriptures. 
I t  is known that we attach but little 
value, to the exhibition of Christianity 
by rote, but do not these facts when 
placed in juxta-position with the failure 
of the High School, demonstrate be
yond the shadow of a doubt, that the 
outcry against religious teaching is 
founded on blind credulity upon the 
one part, and based upon unmitigated 
humbug on the other ? I f  it is said that 
the children who attend the Missionary 
Bchools, belong to parents who are 
unable to pay the fees demanded at the 
U niversity, the assertion may be set 
down as a clear example of mis-state
m ent. In  numerous instances they are 
brought to the respective Institutions 
in carriages, and were inquiry set on 
foot, it would be found, that by far the 
greater proportion were the offspring 
o f  wealthy and reputable persons. The 
two-fold conclusion then which we are 
constrained of very necessity to draw 
from these facts, is that religion is 
nothing to the Hindu mind, and rupees 
every thing to the Hindu pocket. The 
cautious parents set off the actual gain, 
against the presumed godliness, and 
allow their children to say Christian 
prayers, as a means of saving heathen 
pice. On the other hand it appears 
•quite as clear, that the school fees ex
acted by the University, forms, the 
most effectual bar to its success. The 
■native mind has counted the cost and 
is not yet able to estimate the advan
tage of classical accomplishments.

*  *  *  #  *

I t  is possible that patriotism may not 
be utterly unknown to the Hindus, but 
we emphatically deny that it ever takes 
the  form of self-sacrifice, for the sake 
of philosophy or learning. Not a single 
exam ple can be pointed out, where 
any of those favoured youths have 
exhibited the least concern for the pre
sen t welfare of their countrym en, and 
as for the circumstance that some of 
the proficients are at the head of pri
vate scholastic establishments, we 
m ust ascertain that they perform an

* This includes the Vernacular Schools of the 
Mission, where also the Bible is daily taught.— 
Bd. C. 1.

amount of actual labour, from which 
they expect to derive no profit, be
fore we can attach much value to it. 
Broadly and unhesitatingly we avow 
our opposition to the scheme, adopted 
alike by the secular teacher and the 
pious Missionary, of giving more power 
to the upper classes in India, and think 
it the wildest folly to imagine, that 
they will ever voluntarily consent to 
surrender any portion of it to the great 
mass of the people. W hilst educa
tion is confined to caste people only, 
Christianity and liberty have no chance 
whatever of m aking way. Idolatry 
will be cherished by men whose reli
gion invests them with high privileges, 
and freedom must remain unknown 
amongst a population whose teachers, 
intellectually and morally consider 
themselves beings of a superior race. 
To infuse new life into a nation, one 
must begiu with the people.

N A R S A P O O R .

B a p t i s m s .— Extract of a letter ju st 
received :—On Lord’s-day the 25th ult., 
five Natives, two men and three women 
were baptized by Mr. Bowden, at 
Palcole in the presence of a pretty 
large number of spectators to whom 
the Gospel was plainly and faithfully 
preached. These added to the six na
tives and five Roman Catholics that 
had been baptized before, make a little 
church of sixteen members, one of 
whom was removed by the hand of 
death a few months since to the bosom 
of her Lord, who died to redeem her, 
and whom she loved in return. I t  is 
encouraging to see those Christians 
walking in love and in fellowship on£ 
with another, and apparently building 
upon the foundation of the Apostles 
and Prophets, Jesus C hrist himself 
being the chief corner Stone. The 
prayers of those who pray for the pros^ 
perity of the church of Christ in this 
country, are requested on the behalf 
of this little flock that they may always 
hear the voice of the good Shepherd 
and follow  him, and that this little 
leaven may leaven the whole lump.

W e  deeply regret to announce the  death of the R e v .  J o s e p h  R o b e r t s ,  Super
intendent of the W esleyan Missions in Southern India. The melancholy event 
took place at Palaveram, on Saturday, the 14th ultimo. W e have been favoured 
with the following obituary notiee of the lamented deceased.

Yol. V IL — No. .5. C a
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Q b i t u a v g
OF T H E  REV . JO SE PH  R O B ER TS,

Superintendent o f the Wesleyan Missions in the Madras District,

From a Sermon preached in the Wesleyan Mission Chapel, Lord’s day evening, April 22, 1840,
on the text “ The night is far spent, the day

T h e  R ev . J o s e p h  R o b e r t s  was 
born  in L in co ln sh ire , E n g la n d , o f re 
spectable p a ren ts , associated  w ith  the  
In d ep en d en ts . H is fa th er h as been  
long  dead b u t h is aged  m other is still 
alive to  m ourn  his loss. H e was early  
favoured w ith  th e  m eans o f education , 
in  private  and public schools, o f w hich 
he m ust for the  tim e have m ade good 
use, or rem ained  long  in  th em , as his 
classical a tta in m en ts  w ere by no m eans 
sm all. T h o u g h  his p aren ts w ere in 
dependen ts , it appears th a t he was 
b ro u g h t to th e  know ledge of th e  tru th  
as i t  is in Je su s , am ong  the W esleyan 
M ethodists, w hom  he afterw ards jo in 
ed ; becom ing in due tim e a p re a c h e r ; 
and  am ong them  finding his am iable, 
cheerfu l and  pious w ife, and  now 
m o u rn in g  widow. T hey  w ere m arried 
in  S ep tem ber, 1818; and he b e in g  ap 
po in ted  by th e  W esleyan  C onference 
a® a M issionary  to C eylon, th ey  cam e 
to Jaffna in th a t Island  early  the  fol
low ing  year. I t  was no t long after his 
arriv a l th a t I first had  the  p leasure o f 
m eeting  m y lam ented  friend and bro
th er. T h o u g h  he w as for a tim e s ta 
tioned  a t T rincornalie , and  also a t 
B atica loe , y e t as the  g rea te r  p a rt of 
the  fourteen  years w hich he sp e n t in 
C eylon, before going to E n g lan d , were 
passed in  Jaffna— w here I w as m y se lf 
sta tioned  for nearly  the w hole period—
I had opportunity of much pleasant 
and profitable acquaintance with him. 
A t the Monthly Meetings, for prayer, 
when the Missionaries of the D istrict 
spend the first Monday of the month 
together, in praise and supplication, 
and in stirring up each o ther’s minds 
to the great work of missions, our 
now departed brother was almost in 
variably present, adding interest to 
the m eetings; which he also enjoyed.
I well recollect the satisfaction felt 
by all the Missionaries, on his being

is a t hand,” by the Rev. M. W i n s l o w ,  m . a .

again stationed at Jaffna, after an ab
sence for a time.

After fourteen years service, Mr. 
Roberts returned to England, and re
mained about ten years, principally, it 
is believed, on account of his children, 
of whom his three daughters came back 
with him on his re turn  to Ind ia; and 
have all been happily married to re
spectable W esleyan Missionaries. His 
only son remained in England. W hile 
at home, Mr. Roberts travelled in the 
largest circuits that the W esleyan 
connection could offer him.

He there also employed him self in 
bringing out his Oriental Illustrations 
of the Sacred Scriptures, commenced 
in Jaffna; abook recommended by the 
late Archbishop of Canterbury with 
whose friendship he was favoured, and 
which is well known and valued both 
in England, and America. In  the 
latter country it has been incorporated 
with portions of Harm er’s Observa
tions, and the Notes of Burder, Paxton, 
and others, to form a large and very 
useful volume of Biblical Illustrations. 
Mr. Roberts also while at home, or 
from Ceylon, furnished an Article or 
two, it is believed, for the Royal 
Asiatic Society, and was appointed 
a Corresponding Member.

The estimation in which our lam ent
ed friend was held by the connexion at 
home, to which he belonged is manifest 
from the Mission Committee and Con
ference appointing him Superintendent 
of their India Missions. As such he 
came to Madras with his family in 1843, 
having the charge both of the M a
dras and Mysore districts—the latter of 
which was only last j'ear separated from 
Madras. His knowledge of the Tamil 
language, which though not critical or 
extensive, enabled him readily to preach 
to and communicate w ith the natives, 
his acquaintance also with Portuguese,
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and his long experience in the Mission
ary work, combined with his mental and 
moral qualifications to fit him happily 
for the important charge, especially of 
the Missions in Madras and Southern 
India. A t Mysore the labours being 
principally in a different language, and 
the number of missionaries large and 
distant from the Presidency, the erection 
of that into a separate district, may have 
been wise. I t  certainly relieved him 
from a heavy part of his charge, which 
pressed too much upon his strength.

O f the manner in which your lam ent
ed Superintendent, pastor and friend, 
performed his various duties here, it is 
unnecessary for me to speak. Ye are 
his witnesses—I trust some of you are 
his epistles—ye are all his witnesses,how 
carefully he strove to approve himself 
and his work to God and man. I f  in 
any thing he failed in carrying with 
him your opinions and feelings, you 
may be assured it was not less his regret 
than yours, and if  any of you at any 
time judged him harshly or spoke 
censoriously, I am sure you now la
m ent ever having caused him pain. 
I  can say, from nearly tw enty years 
connexion with him as a missionary in 
various labours, that we never ex 
changed a harsh or angry word, and 
that I have seldom found any one of 
his standing and character—for he had 
an opinion of his own—more truly 
liberal and even noble ; and with whom, 
while differing, it was more easy to 
keep the “ unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace.”

As a husband and a father, as the 
head of his family, 1 will not venture 
to speak of him, for I should touch 
chords too delicate to be moved in 
public even by the slightest breath. 
I  have had the privilege of being in 
his family in times of sorrow, and in 
times of joy ; and it is enough to say, 
that under all circumstances, in which 
J have seen him, the affectionate 
Christian husband and father has been 
illustrated. Under the loss o f a then 
only son, suddenly removed by that 
terrible disease the lock-jaw, the deep
est fountains of feeling were moved in 
his breast, but all was calm on his

countenance—as when Christ spake to 
the stormy waves of the sea of Gal
ilee—and when at the marriage o f his 
two elder daughters, and then of the 
youngest, there was joy, there was 
also tranquil thanksgiving. The same 
was the case, when a few m onths ago, 
with a select circle of Christian friends, 
he commemorated the thirtieth ann i
versary of his own marriage. I will 
say no m ore; but that my sincerest 
sympathies are with my valued and 
beloved sister in the Lord, and her 
children, whose tears now so freely 
flow here, and will flow in other 
lands when the tidings reaches them, 
for one tenderly loved and honoured; 
but who, while they weep for them 
selves, can only rejoice for him whose 
night is past, and who, with open vision, 
now beholds the glories of the lamb.

Time will not allow me more than 
to hint at the connexion of our worthy 
friend with the Bible and T ract Soci
eties—and the Missionary Conference 
of ministers and missionaries of differ
ent denominations at M adras. The 
former Society has already expressed 
its sense of its loss, by a unanimous 
vote of C om m ittee; and the feeling— 
though no opportunity has occurred 
for its expression—is certainly the 
same in the others. Indeed the local 
newspapers have given utterance to 
the public voice, on the occasion, in 
very commendatory stra in s; as did the 
large attendance of all classes at his 
funeral show the general concern at 
his death.

I t  is but one week ago, my brethren, 
since we were called to pay that 
mournfully pleasing tribute of respect 
to his remains, and do we not still 
hear the voice of that open grave say
ing, “ the night is far Bpent, and the 
day is at hand.” As the body of our 
departed brother rests in hope, and as 
his soul is, we trust, basking in open 
day, after a toilsome night below, 
shall we not ask if  we also when 
called, shall pass from darkness to 
light, from suffering to bliss ? Let us 
remember, if  we would die the death 
of the righteous, we must live the 
life of faith.
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Our friend was suddenly called. He 
had suffered undoubtedly from the 
climate, and probably from the care, 
the perplexities and the weighty re
sponsibilities of his official station—ag
gravated, it may be, by the opposition 
of some who differed from him in opin
ion on certain public m atters—so that 
his nervous system was overworked 
and unstrung. There was a rapid and 
general decay of the vital energies— 
as some have supposed climacteric— 
without any organic disease. No one 
o f us may, perhaps, be subject to the 
same causes of sudden dissolution; 
but we may yet be called as unex
pectedly. Death may be

“ To all as sudden—not as safe.”

There was in his case not only the 
preparation of his life, but to some 
extent a preparation in view o f ap
proaching death, though perhaps not 
the apprehension of its so very near 
approach. He had ju st before made 
those official and domestic arrange
ments, which a good man would wish 
to make, to set his house in order.

On the m orning of the day of his 
departure he observed, in answer to 
an inquiry pu t to him by a friend, 
“ Yes, Christ is not only precious, but 
gracious.” On another occasion he

said, “ I t  is all sunshine, though I feel 
a little depressed at tim es.” His death 
had little of death in it, it was rather 
cessation of life. The wheels sud
denly stopped from being clogged, or 
for want of a moving power, and not 
from the breaking of any of their 
springs. He had gone the day before 
from the Mission house at Royapettah 
to Palaveram, for change of air and 
quiet, as he found it difficult to sleep 
at night. He did not appear much 
weaker for the change, and not long 
before he expired, was walking for 
some time in the verandah with his 
attentive and devoted wife. He said, 
“ I think I will now sit down.” She 
advised him rather to recline upon a 
couch that he might have strength to 
sit up at d in n er; he did so and sat 
afterwards at table. He then lay down, 
and as she sat by his side and took his 
hand, he fixed his eyes upon her with 
a smile ; and with a slight spasm, which 
did not alter the expression of his 
countenance, passed from the regions 
of night to the realms of day. “ And 
I heard a voice from heaven, saying 
unto me, write Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord from henceforth. 
Yea saith the Spirit, for they rest from 
their labours and there works do fol
low them .”

E C C L E SIA ST IC A L  M OVEM ENTS.
T h e  Rev. Dr. D uff o f Calcutta arrived here by the Steamer Haddington, 

on the 14th ultimo. I t  is understood to be his intention to visit in succes
sion the different Missionary Stations in Southern India and Ceylon.

The Rev. John Anderson left by the Steamer for Suez, on the 15th of 
last month. He was accompanied by P. Rajahgopaul, one of the Native 
L icentiates o f  the Mission.

The Rev. George English , and the Rev. Thomas Foulkes, who were lately 
admitted to Deacon’s orders by the Bishop of London, have been appointed 
to the South India Mission. I t is intended that Mr. English  should join the 
Telugu Mission, and Mr. Foulks the Tinnevelly Mission. They will probably 
Bai l  for Madras in May or June next.

The Rev. J. Scudder, m . d . o f the American Mission, and family arrived on 
the 11th ultimo, from M adura. Dr. Scudder and his son, Rev. H. M Scudder, 
take up a station in Black Town, to devote themselves to preaching the Gospel 
to  the natives in their own tongues.

HEonthly m issionary  P ra y e r  Meeting'.
T h e  Address at the last M eeting in the Wesleyan Chapel was delivered by the 

Rev. J . W . D d l l e s , a . n,, and will be found in  our present number.
The next Monthly Prayer Meeting will be held in the Hall o f the Free 

Church Institution , on Monday, the 7th instant, and will be chiefly occupied, 
w ith  devotional exercises, to  be conducted by different Missionaries.


