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HOW SHALL MAN BE JUST WITH GOD ?

E v e r y  «man’s religion is fundamentally right or wrong, according as 
it stands related to a true or a false scheme o f  justification.

1. Justification, in the primary signification o f  the term, stands
opposed to condemnation. “ H e that justifieth the wicked, and he
that condemneth the just, even they both are abomination to the
L ord .”  “ By thy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words 
thou shalt be condem ned.”  In this sense o f  the term God "will 
not justify the wicked,”  but, will condemn him to bring his way 
upon his head; while he will justify the righteous, to give him ac
cording to his righteousness. A  man is thus condemned when he 
is judicially declared to be an evil doer, or is sentenced to be
treated as such. In like manner, one is justified when he is ac
quitted in judgment, or is judicially declared to be free from crime 
— innocent— righteous in the eye o f  the law. Thus it was that the 
Pharisees justified themselves before m en; i. e. setting themselves up 
as their own judges, they professed, or pronounced themselves to be 
upright, godly men. So the lawyer wished to “justify himself,”  or 
exhibit himself as a blameless, righteous person. W isdom is justi
fied o f  her children, when they bear testimony to her true excellence. 
In all these instances the word retains its proper meaning o f  sim
ply announcing, declaring, or practically testifying to the existence o f  
some excellence or righteousness in the person spoken of. Thus 
must we understand all those passages where justification by works, 
or on the ground o f  personal right, is treated of. “ N ot the hearers 
o f  the law are just before God, but the doers o f  the law shall be 
justified;”  i. e. they only will be acquitted, or pronounced to be 
really righteous. So in the epistle to James, Abraham is said to 
have been justified by works, i. e. he was thereby declared to be 
a righteous man. This is the justification o f  the just.

2. The Apostle Paul uses the word justify in a different sense 
from that now considered. The latter is simply declarative, ■ and con - 
Vol. VI.— No. 7. H 2
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sequent!}* refers to the just— those who have already, in themselves 
or otherwise, some ground on which they are judicially held and 
pronounced to be just. It then denotes an attestation or testimony, 
that one does already occupy the position o f  an innocent or righteous 
person. Paul, however, speaks o f  justifying the sinner, the ungodly; 
and having made use o f  such uncommon language, we naturally 
look to himself for some explanation o f  his meaning— nor do we 
look in vain. In the fourth chapter o f  the epistle to the Romans, 
he thus expresses himself: ‘ 'But to him that worketh not, but be- 
lieveth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.”  Even as David also congratulates the man unto 
whom God imputeth righteousness without works, saying, “Blessed 
are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered: 
blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.”  W e 
are here plainly informed that, in Paul’s style o f  speaking, the “justi
fication o f  the ungodly”  is the same thing as “ imputing righteous
ness without w orks;”  and this again includes, if it is not equivalent 
to, the forgiveness o f  sins; for it is what David has in view when 
he ascribes blessedness to the man whose transgressions are forgiven, 
and his sins covered. Thus was Abraham justified when he believed 
God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness; and thus is 
every believer justified freely, by the grace o f  God, through the re
demption that is in Christ Jesus. The very mention o f  grace in 
such a connection might convince any one that something more—  
something widely different from a mere declaration or attestation o f  
righteousness, was intended by the Apostle. For, to attest the righte
ousness o f  one who is already free from blame, is but an act o f
bare justice. I f  one’s deeds are righteous, the Judge o f  all the 
earth will do right, and bear testimony to the fact. God will thus 
assuredly justify the just, and condemn the wicked.

In this which may be called the evangelical signification o f  the
term, justification does not, as in the former, or legal sense, stand 
opposed to condemnation in the ordinary meaning o f  that w ord: for, 
indeed, it includes the removal o f  a previous condemnatory sen
tence. H e who is condemned to die, is thus pronounced to be
personally deserving o f  death; whereas the man who is evangeli
cally justified is a condemned sinner— ungodly— having in himself 
nothing to entitle him to an acquittal. It*is the very deed o f  justifi
cation which places him in the position o f  a righteous man, or in
cludes him in the number o f  those who are held entitled to be treat
ed as righteous in the sight o f  God.

It must, however, never be forgotten, that to justify never means 
to make personally just or holy. It denotes no moral change in 
the internal condition, or disposition o f  a man. It is equivalent to 
imputing righteousness— constituting righteous— conveying immunities—
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investing with new rights, and that irrespective o f  all personal good
ness, merit or demerit.

W e  have said that justification implies the pardon o f  sin. It 
must not be supposed, however, that this exhausts the import o f  
the term. The justified man is not only pardoned, but admitted
into favour and fellowship with God— he at once passes from a state 
o f  condemnation to one o f  acquittal and favour— from death unto 
life. It is as if a deed were put into his hands, absolving him from 
all past sins, and entitling him to be henceforth dealt with as one 
would be who has performed the whole condition o f  a covenant o f  
life. G od declares himself to be his shield, and his exceeding great 
reward— freely bestowing upon him all things that pertain to life and 
godliness. Eternal life— everlasting fellowship with the Father, and 
with his Son Jesus Christ, through the power o f  the Holy Spirit, 
is the inheritance settled upon him, with the oath and promise o f  
Jehovah that nothing shall ever disinherit him; or finally deprive him 
o f  the blessing o f  a glorious immortality. Whatever may be neces
sary to fit him for the enjoyment o f  this inheritance, or to put him 
in full possession o f  it, all the power, wisdom, and love o f  the ever 
blessed Jehovah— Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — are pledged to ac
complish. “ All things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Ce
phas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, or things 
to come, all are yours; and ye are Christ’s, and Christ is G od ’s.”

3. God thus justifies the ungodly— imputes righteousness to the 
sinner without works— freely pardons him, and as freely settles upon 
him the grant o f  immortal life and glory, in the kingdom prepared 
for him before the foundation o f  the world— solely far Christ’s sake. 
That is to say— in justifying the ungodly, God has respect only to 
the meritorious obedience and death o f  Jesus Christ— who is there
fore called the “ L o r d  o u r  r i g h t e o u s n e s s . ”

It is undeniably the doctrine o f  the Bible that mankind are not 
only destitute o f  all claim upon God for even one moment o f  pro
longed existence, but are also, through transgression, under a curse. 
“ There is none righteous no not one,”  but, “ the whole world stands 
guilty before G od .”  T o  meet this state o f  things, we are informed 
that “ Christ hath redeemed us from the curse o f  the law, being 
made a curse for us.”  “ H e who knew no sin, was made sin for 
us” — or a sin offering— “ that we might be made the righteousness o f  
G od in him.”  H e “ bore our sins in his own body on the tree;”  and, 
bearing them, put them away. Thus “ we have redemption through 
his blood— the forgiveness o f  sins, according to the riches o f  his 
grace.”  Nothing can be more uniform or decisive than the language 
o f  the Scriptures on this head— “ Reconciled unto G od by the death 
o f  his Son— justified by his blood— made righteous by his obedience
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— -justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus— who hath washed us from our sins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father.”  It 
would seem impossible to frame language, more clearly or forcibly to 
express the doctrine, that the righteousness o f  Jesus Christ— his per
fect obedience crowned with the laying down o f  his life as an atone
ment for our sins— is the ground, or reason, o f  the sinner’s acquittal, 
and restoration to the favour o f  God and the hope o f  eternal life. 
W ithout any reference, either retrospective or prospective, to our own 
works— not by any thing done by us, or wrought in us— without the 
slightest regard had in the matter, to any present or future holiness 
o f  our own— our justification— our pardon and reception into the 
company o f  those on whom everlasting life in glory is settled by an 
irreversible grant— is the legal result— the federal benefit— the glori
ous reward o f  Immanuel’s obedience unto death. “ N ot unto us, O 
Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name”  be all the praise.

4. It is manifest, however, that all are not thus dealt with. While 
the righteous go to everlasting life, there are those who shall go away 
to everlasting punishment. All, by nature, are the children o f  wrath, 
— lying under the curse o f  a broken law, and from many that curse 
is never removed— they never pass from death unto life. What 
makes the distinction? What is that turning point in one’s history, 
on which hinges his transference from the company o f  the condem n
ed to the society o f  the righteous— his transition from death unto 
life? As might be expected in a matter involving such vast conse
quences, the W ord o f  G od furnishes us with a plain and decisive 
answer to this question— “ H e that believeth on the Son hath ever
lasting life, and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but 
the wrath o f  G od abideth on him.”  “ H e that believeth on him 
is not condemned, but he that believeth not is condemned already.”  
“ Christ is the end o f  the law for righteousness to every one that 
b e l i e v e t h “ Knowing that a man is not justified by the works o f  
the law, but by the faith o f  Jesus Christ.”  Being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

By these plain declarations— and in such the W ord o f  God abounds 
— we are decisively assured that faith in Jesus is the sole and only 
pre-requisite o f  justification. Whoever, “ out o f  a sense o f  his sin, 
and apprehension o f  the mercy o f  God in Christ,”  receives and 
rests upon Jesus as he is offered in the Gospel— believing that He 
hath done all that is required for our absolution, and admission into 
favour with G od— whatever his previous life may have been— at that 
very time passes from death unto life, and shall never more come 
into condemnation. From  that moment Jesus, is regarded as actu
ally his federal head, undertakes his cause, pleads it on the ground
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o f  his own merit, and through his own intercession procures for 
him, and bestows upon him, through the power o f  his Holy Spirit, 
all things that pertain to life and godliness. “ It is o f  faith, that it 
may be o f  grace.”  N o  regard is had to any works, or feelings, 
or resolutions for the future, but to the sinner’s acquiescence in the 
plan o f  salvation. The moment he consents to be indebted to the 
work o f  Christ for pardon and acceptance with G od— the thing is 
settled. He now stands on a new footing with G od— he is per
manently included in the number o f  those to whom God will im
pute no sin ; he is in Christ. God is from that moment his God—
his Father, and his portion. A  man knows that he is a sinner— his
conscience upbraids him, and reproves him for his iniquities. L ook
which way he will, the curse and coming wrath stare him in the
face. H e trembling asks, “ What shall I do to be saved?”  The 
Gospel assures him that the blood o f  Jesus cleanseth from all sin—  
the word o f  the Lord reaches his heart, “ I, even I, am he that blot- 
teth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remem
ber thy sins.”  “ Christ is the end o f  the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth.”  H e believes it, relies upon it as a truth, 
and worthy o f  all acceptation. His conscience is pacified— he is re
conciled to G od— and placed forever beyond the reach o f  lasting 
injury from sin, death, or hell.

5. But the Apostle James declares that by works a man is jus
tified and not by faith only. W e have already seen that, besides 
its being used to denote the sinner’s transference from a state o f  
condemnation and wrath, to one o f  pardon and reconciliation, the 
word “justify”  is used as the simple contrast o f  condemnation, i. e. 
it means to declare, or announce the fact o f  one’s righteousness. 
It does not then signify to impute righteousness, or to place one 
in the position o f  a righteous person; but only to attest, or bear 
testimony, or judicially declare, that he is in that position— actually 
a righteous person, without express reference to the way in which 
he has been brought into that position— whether by his own works, 
or through the righteousness o f  another. Such a distinction may be 
observed between pardoning a criminal, and declaring him to be par
doned. When God justifies the sinner, or imputes righteousness to 
him without works— he translates him from one state into another—  
from a state o f  condemnation and exposure to wrath, to one o f  pardon 
and the hope o f  everlasting life; and when such a one is said to be 
justified by works, the meaning is that he is thereby proved, attested, 
or judicially declared to be a righteous, accepted person. The Apostle 
James does not say that faith and works are together concerned in 
a man’s justification, but that there is a sense in which a man is 
justified by faith, and another in which he is justified by works. That
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such is the 'Apostle’s meaning, must appear evident from a slight con 
sideration o f  the passage. Having first asserted the worthlessness o f  
an unproductive, dead faith, he states that Abraham was justified by 
works, when he had offered his son Isaac upon the altar; and that 
thus “ faith wrought with his works; and by them was made perfect.”  
There can be no reference here to that memorable epoch in Abra
ham’s history, when righteousness was first imputed to him. Many 
years before the birth o f  Isaac, the Lord promised, Abraham be
lieved, and it was left on record, that it was counted unto him for 
righteousness. But his faith wrought with his works— not surely that 
he might be pardoned, for he had long before obtained a permanent 
footing in the favour o f  G od ; and, both in the change o f  his name, 
and in the rite o f  circumcision, received the seals o f  the everlasting 
covenant in which Jehovah engaged to be a G od unto him and to 
his seed after him, but his faith— that faith, on the first exercise o f  
which, he was accounted or reckoned righteous in the sight o f  God, 
wrought with his works— aided them, gave them their character, direct
ed them, was in fact the prime originator, the life and soul o f  them, 
and thus, by works, was “ faith made perfect.”  Just as the power o f  
G od is “ made perfect in weakness,”  or therein appears in its energy 
and genuineness; just as the love o f  God is “ perfected”  in him who 
keepeth his w ord; and in his saints when they love one another,
or when their love gives them confidence in the day o f  judgment,
or casteth out fear, because then the reality, the genuineness, the 
energy o f  that love is manifested in its blessed fruits— even so is 
“ faith made perfect”  by works, when its reality, its energy, and its ex
cellence are shown forth in them. So was it in the case o f  Abra
ham ; when he by faith offered Isaac his son upon the altar, such
a signal act o f  obedience not only attested the reality, the vitality, 
and the co-operation o f  his faith, but was also an illustration and 
confirmation o f  what the Scripture says o f  him; viz. that he was 
accounted righteous, and called the friend o f  God.

W e see then, how it is that the righteous must be justified by 
works. W hen God o f  his free and sovereign grace pardons all their 
sins, and accepts them as righteous in his sight, he has respect only 
to the righteousness o f  Jesus Christ, whom they receive and rest 
upon for salvation, and all things pertaining thereto, as they are ex
hibited in the promises o f  his W ord. But the fact o f  their having 
been thus constituted righteous, must be attested and judicially de
clared— their works, their love and new obedience, the fruit o f  righte
ousness, being the vouchers o f  their faith, and the evidences o f  their 
justification. And none will be recognised at last as righteous, who 
have not such vouchers o f  the fact. There will be no remission o f  
sins— no passing from death unto life, before the judgment seat o f
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Christ. As the tree falleth so shall it lie. The unrighteous shall 
be condemned without exception, and go away into everlasting pun
ishment; while the just by faith shall, on the evidence o f  their 
works, be declared just, and go into everlasting life. J. H.

N o t e .—In the above able and scriptural statement of this important doc
trine we entirely agree with its respected Author, so far as he goes; but 
we do not think that he has exhausted the full significance o f “ justification 
%  works.”  These “ works” are certainly something more than merely “ vouch
ers” or “ evidences” o f justification. They are the final end or purpose 
for which a man is justified; the deeds, the practical ingredients, of that 
“ holiness,”  or personal righteousness, “ without which no man shall see 
the Lord.” For as there are two senses in which “ righteousness”  is used 
in the New Testament, namely, the righteousness of justification, and the 
righteousness of sanctification, so, we conceive, are there two corresponding 
senses in which a man may be said to be “ justified,” or made “ righteous.” 
In one sense, he is justified or accepted as righteous before God, solely 
in virtue o f the imputed righteousness o f Christ; in the other, he is made 
personally a “ just” or “ righteous”  man by the imparted sanctification o f 
the Spirit—of which sanctification and o f its preceding state o f justification, 
“ works”  are not only the evidences and the fruits, but also the practical 
constituents. The first of these is the justification spoken of by Paul; 
the second that contended for by James. They are in fact speaking o f 
two different things, not merely of two different aspects of the same thing. 
This, we think, is the most satisfactory way to reconcile their apparent 
difference, as well as to give the “ works” of holiness, or personal righte
ousness, their due and proper place.— E d . M. C. I.

FRAGMENTS FROM THE DIARY OF A COUNTRY CLERGYMAN. 

II.— T h e  C o n d e m n e d  C e l l .

P r o f e s s i o n a l  duty had called me, 
for a few days, to the Northern Capi
tal. On the Sunday evening previous 
to my return to the country, I had 
officiated, at the request of the incum
bent, in one of the old city churches. 
During the service, the prayers of the 
congregation had, in the usual form 
observed on such occasions, been re
quested for “ a prisoner under sen
tence of death.”  On rejoining my 
brother minister after the close of 
public worship, I was naturally led 
to advert to the intimation that had 
just been given, and to make inquiry 
as to the unhappy being to whom

it referred. I learned that he was a 
young man, who had been convicted 
for high-way robbery, committed in 
the neighbourhood of the city— that 
ofiènce being, at the period in ques
tion, a capital crime— and that his 
execution was to take place early 
next morning. I also found that the 
friend for whom I had been officiat
ing was the clergyman who had been 
in attendance on the criminal since 
his condemnation—it being the prac
tice in Scotland to appoint the city 
ministers in rotation to this duty, in 
addition to the usual attendance of 
the jail Chaplain—and that he was
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now about to visit the unhappy man 
in his place of confinement. He ask
ed me to accompany him, and pain
ful as was the scene even in antici
pation, I did not feel at liberty to 
decline the proposal. On our way 
to the prison, I learned some particu
lars regarding the unfortunate indivi
dual we were about to visit. William 
Adams, for such was his name, was 
the son o f respectable parents in the 
middle ranks of life, from whom he 
had received the usual secular and 
religious elements of a Scottish edu
cation. He had not, therefore, like 
so many of his class, been either 
brought up in ignorance, or trained 
to early habits o f vice and infamy. 
He had even been, as a boy, a pupil 
of one of the Sunday schools of the 
parish, of which Mr. M.— my present 
companion— was the incumbent; but 
his attendance as a Sunday scholar, 
had almost always been irregular, and 
it was seemingly at that period of his 
life that the first symptoms o f his 
erring career began to appear. His 
Sabbaths soon began to be spent in 
idleness, country excursions, bird-nest
ing exploits with thoughtless compa
nions, and ere long, in other and worse 
pursuits, and with other and more 
vicious associates. Gradually, and in 
spite of the counsels and remon
strances of his parents, his habits 
became still more reckless and de
praved. Extravagance and self-indul
gence exhausted his ordinary means 
of support Petty pilferings at home 
were first resorted to, *to supply his 
wants; he had then had recourse to 
poaching, which had increased alike 
his means, and his range of vicious 
associates ; until at length, embolden
ed by success, and compelled by some 
urgent present want, he had ventured 
to commit the more daring deed of 
assault and depredation, which had 
now rendered him amenable to the 
last penalty of the law. It was chiefly, 
however, on his present state of mind

that our conversation turned; and I  
was grieved to find that, in this 
respect, his condition was very unsa
tisfactory. Although he had been 
under spiritual instruction for nearly 
six weeks— such being the period 
which the law of Scotland then re
quired, to intervene between the sen
tence and execution of all criminals!1) 
—no impression o f a salutary nature 
had apparently been produced on his 
mind. “ It is a most painful, and al
most hopeless case,” said Mr. M .; 
“ nothing that can be said seems to 
have the slightest effect upon him ; 
and though the fatal moment is now 
so near at hand, he seems to be as 
callous and indifferent as ever.” And 
the sadness with which the good man 
spoke, showed how deeply the obsti
nacy of the criminal burdened and 
oppressed his mind.

W e had now reached the prison, 
and were soon admitted. Ascend
ing to the upper story, and travers
ing several passages, we arrived at 
the further extremity o f the building, 
where, at the end of a narrow, dimly 
lighted corridor, we found ourselves 
at the door o f the “ condemned cell.” 
Sadly significant designation of the 
place! the abode into which hope 
can never come— which they who 
enter leave only to die.

“ Lasciate ogni sperauza 
V oi ch’ entratc.” ------

I had beheld such places before ; but 
this was the first I had seen inhabited. 
It was now nearly dusk, and the dim, 
fading light of the winter evening 
imparted an additional gloom to the 
dreariness of the dungeon. The place 
itself was some twelve or fourteen 
feet long, and about half as much in 
breadth, built of solid, rough-hewn 
stone, and with one small, unglazed 
window, at the further end, high up,

(1) Tliis period has since been reduced to three 
weeks; an undesirable abbreviation, but even 8til 1 
considerably longer than the brief interval allow
ed by the lea  humane law of England.
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and doubly barred with heavy iron 
stanchions. The air was cold and 
chill; but neither fire nor light are 
allowed in these last abodes of crime. 
Furniture there was none, with the 
exception, if it can so be called, of 
a wooden bench, or rather board, per
manently fixed, at a short height from 
the floor, in one of the side walls, and 
covered with a mattress and blanket 
— which served at once for the bed 
and table of the convict, and as the 
only seat for himself and his visitors. 
The only other fixture of any kind 
was one sadly characteristic of the 
place. Across the cell, in the direc
tion of its greatest length, and raised 
a few inches above the level of the 
floor, ran a bar or cylinder of solid 
iron, about the thickness of a tent- 
pole, and ' firmly fixed in the side 
walls at each extremity. On this bar 
travelled a heavy iron ring and chain, 
the farther end o f the latter being 
secured by another, but lighter ring 
around the prisoner’s ancle, who was 
thus enabled to move about his cell, 
with some degree of freedom, and 
without the restraint of fetters on any 
other part of his person.

When we entered, the convict was 
sitting on the bench already describ
ed ; he scarcely seemed to be roused 
by our entrance, and even at the 
first glance, his whole look and man
ner sufficiently indicated the exist
ence of that state o f listless apathy 
which his spiritual attendant had al
ready so regretfully described. Too 
many years have since elapsed to 
enable me now to recall the conver
sation of that evening— though some 
o f the particulars were noted at the 
time. Nor was there any particular 
circumstance of remarkable interest 
either in the man’s case generally, 
or in the details of my interview 
with him; and probably the whole 
incident may be deemed, by many, 
too ordinary and common place to 
justify its being thus noticed. But 
Vol. VI.—No. 7.

what particularly impressed me - at 
the time, and influences me now in 
recalling this fragment of past me
mory, was just, in fact, the exist
ence, in such circumstances, of the 
peculiar state of mind already spoken 
of; the manifestation, the very being, 
at so awful and critical a moment, 
o f the utter indifference, the com
plete and thorough unconcern, as to 
spiritual and eternal things, which 
this unhappy being so prominently 
exhibited. Nothing had availed to 
move or arouse him; every appeal 
to reason and conscience, to hope 
and fear, to love and terror, had 
been alike in vain. He was not 
ignorant of the Truth; it had been 
early taught him, at least intellec
tually and theoretically, but it re
mained in his mind utterly fruitless 
and inefficacious. There was no in
clination to dispute, or question, or 
even to make inquiry, on any reli
gious subject: he assented to every
thing that was said to him. In a 
spiritual point of view, any condi
tion of mind would have been bet
ter and more hopeful than that in 
which he was. Better had he mani
fested open and avowed infidelity, 
for it might have been met and mas
tered by argument; better had he 
professed his reliance on his own 
imagined self-righteousness, for he 
might have been driven, by the Gos
pel, from his fahe ground of secu
rity; better had there been the hope
lessness of remorse and despair, for 
even to a soul in such a state the 
grace of a free salvation might have 
imparted the peace that passeth un
derstanding ; better, even, that there 
had been the out-breakings of hate 
and passion alike against God and 
man, for, as experience has shown, 
and not unfrequently in the annals of 
crime, the bitterest enmity of the 
unregenerate heart may be conquer
ed and expelled by the omnipotence 
of redeeming love. But, in the pre- 

I 2
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sent case, there was nothing pre
sented that could be laid hold of, 
even by the most watchful assiduity. 
There was no fulcrum on which to 
rest the lever whereby to move the 
dull, impassive, soul. The man’s mind 
seemed to be perfectly steeped in 
the torpor o f  spiritual death. He ap
peared to be utterly devoid o f all 
anxiety, not only about spiritual and 
eternal things, but even regarding 
the awful doom which, in this world, 
he was about to encounter. In this 
respect, the only thing that moved 
him was the ignominious nature of 
the death he was to die. Whenever 
this was alluded to, he was visibly 
affected, and more than once, burst 
into tears, exclaiming, “ Oh, it is sic 
a shamefu’ thing to dee sae.”  But 
alas! the thought o f what was to 
follow  that death inspired no dread 
— awoke no anxiety. Mr. M. had 
lately pointed out the 51st Psalm, 
and the parable o f  the Prodigal Son, 
as fitting portions of Scripture for 
him to study, and apply to himself; 
but when he now questioned the 
convict on these passages, he was 
quite unable to state, or even recall, 
a single idea o f either one or the 
other. “ The Dairyman’s Daughter”  
had also, among other little works, 
been left for his private perusal; but 
instead o f having gathered any o f 
tiie spiritual lessons which that nar
rative conveys, the only remark he 
made, when interrogated regarding it, 
related to one o f the minor and in
cidental passages o f the tale— the de
scription o f a piece o f rural scenery 
which seemed alone to have retain
ed a place in his memory. It was 
altogether a most pitiable and dis
tressing sight And how inexpressi
bly was its sadness deepened by the 
near approach o f the last fatal mo
ment! The man was now, and knew 
himself to be, on the very brink of 
eternity. In a few hours that form, 
now instinct with life, would be

quivering in the morning breeze, a 
cold and lifeless piece o f clay. Ere 
another noon-day sun shone on the 
earth, that soul, that might even now 
be saved, would have passed before 
the tribunal o f the Eternal Judge, 
and received its final and irrevoca
ble doom. And yet, o f all the then 
inmates of that cell, the most thought
less and indifferent, the least agitated 
and concerned, was the man whose 
very moments were now numbered, 
for whom the coffin and the shroud 
were lying ready, whose soul had 
already entered the valley o f the 
shadow of death!

After a lengthened visit, and many 
earnest, but fruitless, words of affec
tionate and even tearful expostula
tion from the lips o f the attending 
minister, we knelt down and pray
ed. It was a brief but earnest sup
plication. At its close, Adams thank
ed Mr. M. for his attentions, and we 
bade him farewell. I took the poor 
criminal by the hand in parting. His 
was cold as the stone o f the dun
geon floor. It must have been ima
gination, but long after, the chilling 
grasp o f that dying hand clung to 
mine, with all the reality o f an actu
al physical sensation.

I had no inclination to be present 
at the last fatal scene next morn
ing. I hurried out o f  town ere it 
was over, and as the clock struck 
the appointed hour, prayed in secret 
for the passing sold. Mr. M. had 
attended Adams to the last, and from 
him I subsequently learned that no 
apparent change had taken place in 
the mind of the convict. He had 
shuddered and wept when he first 
came in sight of the scaffold and 
the crowd; but he had died with
out a prayer, or a word of peni
tence, or confession; to all appear
ance, unconcerned and reckless even 
to the last.

There is nothing striking or extra
ordinary in the history of this poor
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and obscure criminal; nor, in all pro
bability, was his state o f mind es
sentially different from that of many 
others in similar circumstances. Yet, 
and not the less for the reason last 
stated, I cannot quit the subject with
out dwelling, for a few moments, on 
some of the reflections which it still 
suggests, though some others, per
haps more profitable, which it awoke 
at the time, are now, I fear, ob
literated.

1. It will not be supposed that I 
do not duly appreciate the value and 
importance of a religious education, 
for the children of all classes, wheth
er rich or poor. But it may happen 
with this, as with many other good 
things, that we may exaggerate its 
efficacy, and expect from it effects 
which, alone, it can never produce. 
Parents, especially, are apt to do this 
— to imagine, that, in giving their 
children what is generally deemed a 
“ religious education,”  they have not 
only fully acquitted themselves of 
their own responsibility, but have 
done all that is necessary to ensure 
the spiritual welfare of their oflspring. 
The history o f poor Adams sufficient
ly exposes this fallacy. He had been, 
what is called, “ well brought up,”  in
tellectually disciplined in the know
ledge of religious truth; but his sub
sequent career too plainly shows of 
how little avail is a mere mental ac
quaintance with religion to resist the 
power of sin and passion. Such an 
education will not, of itself, suffice to 
save the soul, or even to preserve the 
life from vice and crime. Something 
more is needful. “ Not by might, nor 
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord.”  And something more on the 
part, not only of God, but of man. 
More Christian faithfulness, more con
sistent example, more tender and af
fectionate expostulation, more spirit
uality of personal character on the 
part of parents themselves, and, above 
all, more earnest, unceasing prayerful

ness in behalf of their children, even 
from their earliest infancy— and fewer 
would be the fathers and mothers, 
whose grey hairs filial impiety now 
so often brings down with sorrow to 
the grave.

2. The foregoing narrative also con
veys a lesson to the young. Let the 
path of duty be but once abandoned, 
and how gradual, yet how sure, is the 
progress of demoralization—how cer
tain the descent in the downward 
career of sin. In the case o f young 
Adams, his first errors were but slight, 
but they soon led to worse delin
quencies, and eventually to the most 
serious crimes. Little did he once 
think that his neglect of the Sunday 
school, and his boyish desecration of 
the day of sacred rest, would ulti
mately end in the guilt of felony, and 
the ignominy of the scaffold. And 
even where such fatal consequences 
may not actually result from the first 
beginnings o f evil, how obvious is 
its tendency to produce that sad and 
fearful state of mind which the pre
ceding narrative exhibits—that dead
ness of the soul to spiritual and eter
nal things— which, unless the grace 
of God avert, is the certain and inev
itable issue o f all wilful sin. Let not 
only the young, and inexperienced—  
but let all— remember in what their 
security consists. Resist the begin
nings of evil. “ Watch and pray that 
ye enter not into temptation. Take 
heed— lest any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulness o f sin. My 
son, if sinners entice thee, consent 
thou not. Enter not into the path of 
the wicked, and go not in the way 
o f evil men. Avoid it, pass not by 
it, turn from it, and pass away.”

3. But there is another and still 
more important lesson taught by the 
facts now narrated. There are, I be
lieve, not a few people in the world, 
who are well aware that they are de
ficient in the attainments o f spiritual 
religion, but who are disposed to think
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that, when death draws near, they 
will be very different—that the near 
approach of dissolution will not only 
give them sufficient time for prepa
ration, but will be sure itself to pro
duce the state o f mind necessary for 
so solemn a crisis. “ Were I but sure 
that I was about to die, I would 
no longer be unfit and unprepared.”  
Alas! even were it certain that such 
a season o f premonition would be 
given, is there any certainty that it 
will produce its anticipated results? 
The case now adduced too plainly 
contradicts the expectation. Here 
was a man who knew that his days 
were numbered— who knew that his 
death was fixed and inevitable— who 
was aware o f the very hour when he 
was to appear before God— and yet 
on him that sure and solemn certainty 
produced no such effects. A man, 
too, who was not previously ignorant 
of the realities o f religion, who had 
nothing to distract his mind from the 
duty o f preparation, who had all the 
advantages furnished, not only by sol
itude, and reflection, but by the most 
earnest, faithful, and affectionate in
struction—and yet, even in such cir
cumstances, with all such “ appliances 
and means to boot,” his mind remain
ed as impassive and unconcerned, his 
heart as cold and callous, as ever. 
Nor had he been an atrocious crimi
nal ; his career o f sin had been short;(' > 
his amount o f actual responsibility 
lighter, perhaps, than that of many, 
who may never have violated the 
laws of man, but who have lived far 
longer in secret violation o f those of 
God. The real truth is, that nothing 
—nothing merely human or earthly 
—neither external circumstances, nor 
the most solemn events of providence, 
nor the most sacred means of grace, 
will themselves avail to arouse the 
soul from the sleep of spiritual death, 
or sanctify the carnal and godless

(I) He was but twenty w h e n  be suffered.

heart; while every day’s delay, every 
hour’s continued indifference, only 
tend to render that mental slumber 
still more deep and profound, and the 
final awakening o f the soul still more 
vain and hopeless. And then, even 
here, may come to pass the sad re
sult— “ By hearing ye shall hear, and 
shall not understand; and seeing ye 
shall see, and shall not perceive; for 
this people’s heart is waxed gross, 
and their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes they have closed; lest at 
any time they should see with their 
eyes, and hear with their ears, and 
should understand with their heart, 
and should be converted, and I should 
heal them.”

4. One can scarcely leave this sub
ject without being led to reflections 
o f a different kind. Adams suffered 
death for a mere act of robbery. It 
was, indeed, an offence against the 
laws both of God and man. But was 
it one that deserved so awful a doom ? 
Must human life be taken, and an 
immortal soul consigned to its final 
award— for a mere offence against the . 
property of a fellow-creature ? Hap
pily, since then, the severity of the 
law has been mitigated. But its mor
tal penalty iff still retained, and for 
other crimes besides murder. Wheth
er it should still be inflicted, even for 
the latter offence, may well admit of 
doubt. I have no wish at present, 
however, to discuss the general ques
tion. I would only advert to one 
aspect of the subject on which my 
present narrative bears. It serves to 
show the futility of one of the reasons 
still urged for the retention o f capital 
punishments— the alleged effect which 
they have on offenders themselves, both 
in deterring them from the commis
sion of capital crimes, and in con
ducing to their subsequent repent
ance when convicted. The present 
case sufficiently shows how little, 
in this instance, either the punish
ment, or the prospect, of death availed
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to produce either of these results. 
The severity o f the law did not pre
vent this man from perpetrating what 
he knew to be a capital crime, nor did 
the certainty of his mortal doom con
duce to his own spiritual reformation. 
Death had no terrors for his callous, 
reckless mind: nor is there any reason 
to think that, in this respect, he was 
any exception to the class to which 
he belonged. Experience shows that 
such men are, in general, utterly indif
ferent to all that renders death terrible 
—the dread of judgment and eternity. 
I f there are exceptions, they are very 
few, and even of those which claim 
to be such still fewer are worthy of 
confidence. There is too much rea
son to fear that many of the alleged 
conversions of “ the condemned cell,” 
would not have stood the test o f a 
reprieve— and a subsequent return to 
the world. Indeed, as a means of 
promoting the repentance and amend
ment of the criminal, the infliction of 
death is not only a vain and futile 
expedient, but a cruel and bitter 
mockery. What salutary change can 
be expected to be wrought in the 
mind of a man—in general ignorant, 
irreligious, and depraved—in the few 
days that intervene between his sen
tence and his doom ? If there is any 
sense of guilt, the very thought of 
the fearful and inevitable nearness of 
death were itself enough to drive into 
the wildness of passion and despair, 
or the sullen obduracy of defiant im
penitence. And were the truth of 
every case known, such, we believe, 
would be found to be the general 
result. True, the reformation of the 
criminal is not the primary object of 
punishment. The prevention of crime 
is the first—the perpetrater’s amend
ment only the second. But, as we 
have already seen, there is little or

no evidence that the mere risk of 
death operates as a prevention to 
crime, especially with those on whom, 
above all, it should operate; and if, 
even in nearer prospect, it equally 
fails, or at most so seldom succeeds, 
as a means and inducement to repen
tance— what grounds can there be 
for retaining the infliction of a penalty, 
which thus falls short of the very pur
poses for which, alone, all punishment 
is designed ? And at what a fearful 
cost! To terminate a life which God 
alone gave, and which God alone (or 
his explicit authority) can rightfully 
take away— to take from man that 
which, if taken wrongfully, can never 
again be restored or compensated— 
to bring to a sudden and premature 
end a sinner’s day of grace—to hurry 
a fellow-creature to his eternal doom, 
while yet in the midst o f his career 
of guilt, with all his crimes fresh 
and heavy upon his head— killing 
at once, as may be feared too often, 
both body and soul—this is too so
lemn and awful a thing-, even under 
the warrant o f law, for man to do to 
man. And even though formerly, and 
under a remote dispensation, its inflic
tion, in certain cases, as a punish
ment, was divinely enjoined, the con
tinuance of that injunction at the 
present day is a point by no means 
free from question. If, therefore, so 
uncertain in its obligation, and if so 
doubtful in its expediency, so little, 
if at all efficacious in its influence— 
how heavy is the responsibility in
volved in the retention of this san
guinary and vindictive punishment, 
with all its severity so unavailing 
for the amelioration of man, and so 
unwarrantably exercising the retribu
tion competent to none but God— 
“ Vengence is m i n e , I will repay, 
saith the L o r d .”  H.
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COMMERCIAL MORALITY IN BENGAL.

A  r e c e n t  number o f the CalcvMa 
Review contains an able and search
ing exposé of the reckless, and, we fear 
we must add, the unprincipled sys
tem of mercantile speculation which 
has, unhappily, so long prevailed in 
the capital of India, and which has 
lately led to such calamitous and 
discreditable results. As a matter 
affecting the morals o f society, we 
deem it a fitting subject for notice 
in our pages. The original article is 
too long for entire insertion; but we 
shall extract its leading passages, and 
those more particularly bearing on the 
subject as a question of principle.

It is a matter of thankfulness and 
congratulation, that, in the recent dis
astrous crisis o f monetary affairs, the 
members o f the mercantile commu
nity at this Presidency have not only 
escaped, so almost entirely scathe
less, but that they have shown them
selves to have been all along actuat
ed by sound, wise, and honourable 
principles in the conduct o f their com
mercial transactions. Even amongst 
ourselves, however, the consideration 
of such a subject may not be alto
gether unnecessary, or uncalled for.

After a brief introductory para
graph on the previous state o f  com
mercial affairs in India, the Reviewer 
proceeds :

At present the consideration o f the 
system o f trade here, and o f its past 
history, can tend only to humiliation 
and alarm. So numerous, so des
perate, and so vast, have been the 
breaches o f trust that insolvency has 
developed in this country, so wild 
and so infatuated has been the course 
o f speculation, and so presumptuous 
and so wanton have been the careers

of extravagance and prodigality which 
have been pursued here, that public 
confidence is destroyed in Great Bri
tain, and British capital may long be 
altogether withheld. Impartial men 
who are entirely unconnected with 
commerce, look on with amazement 
at the pretensions of traders without 
capital, who flourish in all the pride 
o f apparent success and then become 
insolvent, and so are detected as reck
less mercantile gamblers, whose ca
reers terminate in one insolvency only 
to commence again in fresh undaunt
ed impositions on the credulity of 
the public. With contemptuous con
fidence in the simplicity of the com
munity, men whose judgments and 
whose principles have alike been prov
ed unsound, whose ability in trade 
seems to consist mainly in their con
summate unscrupulousness in raising 
money to use in speculations, have 
long assumed to themselves a species 
of supremacy in the commerce of 
Calcutta; and yet year after year 
passes without these delinquents be
ing driven by the just rigour of the 
law, or the voice o f insulted society, 
or the sense o f shame, into the si
lence or ignominy which their frauds 
deserve. Men who commence with
out capital, commence here in a style 
o f luxurious living ; men who have 
difficulty in meeting the ordinary en
gagements of business, are the chief 
supporters o f the Sunday hunts and 
the race-course ; traders, long after 
they become notoriously insolvent, con
tinue to maintain their original ap
pearances of wealth, and probably 
spend, before they finally take “ the 
benefit”  o f the Insolvent Act, a sum 
that would be deemed a fortune in 
England by many whom their reck
lessness ruins. The course of life,
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which in England is deemed suitable 
only to idle, ill-conditioned men of 
fortune and to the attendant panders, 
who wait on them to plunder them— 
the life o f hunts, races, clubs, cards, 
and lordly household expenditure— 
has been the course o f life here of 
not a few who have trembled for the 
news of successive mails, and have 
been compelled to resort to desperate 
shifts and stratagems to keep their 
firms out o f the Insolvent Court. The 
whole system has been rotten. We 
have needed a commercial revolution. 
The commercial morality of Calcutta 
is a bye-word in every chamber of com
merce in Europe. There is almost a 
total bankruptcy of character, the char
acter of Britain as a mercantile nation 
has been sullied, and the name of 
Christian has been dishonoured in the 
presence of the heathen, pp. 163—4.

These remarks are illustrated by 
the following statement of facts, re
lative to the failure of “ the great 
houses,” as they were called, in 1830 
and 1832.

The following is a detail o f  their 
admitted liabilities in round numbers, 
and of the dividends they paid.

Liabilities in r. .  , .,, „  Dividends paid.Sicca Ruj‘ei‘,8.
Palmer and Co. 280 lakhs. 30 percent.
Cruttenden, Maukil- 

lop and Co. 130 ,, 2(5 ,,
Alexander aud Co. 400 „  t> ,,
Fergus«®!! and Co. 3fi0 ,, 36i „
Mackintosh and Co. 260 ,, 14 ,,
Colvin and Co. 110 „  294 „

Here there are the extraordinary 
facts, that the joint liabilities of six 
firms amounted to nearly fifteen crores 
o f sicca rupees; that is, to nearly 
fifteen million pounds sterling, and 
that the average of their dividends 
was less than 25 per cent, or five 
shillings in the pound—not nearly 
four millions sterling; and leaving a 
net loss to the creditors o f much more 
than ten millions! p. 165.

The following extract will suffici
ently exhibit the reckless, and des
perate character of the commercial

dealings that have generally been 
practised.

We may illustrate the whole num
ber by one case, which in all its parts 
is not applicable to many houses, but 
which bears no little similitude to 
nearly all that have exhibited them
selves in Calcutta, and have passed 
away between 1832 and 1848. A. B. 
C. and D. are the partners o f the 
firm A. B. and Co. One is connect
ed with the manufacturing districts 
in England and Scotland, the second 
has been a speculator in produce, the 
third has been an indigo planter, the 
fourth is not accurately known. They 
establish their house in Calcutta, and 
enter into correspondence in London 
with a firm which once had capital, 
and now has nothing but credit. Mr.
A. remains at home, the other part
ners take an office, engage an astute 
banian, and furnish private residences 
very expensively, with a suitable pro
portion of carriages and horses. Their 
capital is remarkably small. One o f 
the partners has procured a consign
ment of goods, another has an order 
for produce, the partner at home is 
to make advances on shipments from 
the manufacturing districts, by means 
of drafts on the London agents, which 
in due season shall be renewed, or 
by drafts of the shippers on him
self, which shall be subsequently met 
by bills drawn by him on the Lon
don Agents, and discounted at his 
bankers. Some goods being in hand, 
the banian advances on them; with 
the money so procured, produce is pur
chased, against which bills are drawn, 
and with the money derived from the 
sale of these bills more produce is 
shipped. The bills of lading o f the 
latter shipments are sent to the Lon
don Agents, and on these they can 
raise money to meet the bills for the 
advances to the manufacturers. Mar
kets are favourable, a considerable profit 
is considered to have been made, al
though heavy interest was paid to the 
banian, and the bills drawn against 
the first-shipped produce were drawn



264 COMMERCIAL MORALITY IN BENGAL. JULY

at a bad rate of exchange, and freight 
was high, and commission has to be 
paid to the London Agents on their 
advance and on their sales. But a 
profit is said to have been made. Con
fidence increases. The system is ex
tended, more goods come, more pro
duce is shipped; the partners live still 
more expensively and appear to be 
very prosperous people. The banian 
is in good humour. Then comes a 
tempting Indigo factory. Indigo it is 
said, can be made there at 90, or the 
most 100 rupees a maund. The owner 
is a most dashing man in the best 
society in Calcutta. He has made, or 
at least he lives as if he had made, 
a large fortune. A lakh of rupees a 
year advanced to carry on the factory 
will yield a thousand maunds o f in
digo ; twelve per cent, may be charg
ed as interest on the advances, and 
there will be commission on the sale 
o f the seed and the shipment o f the 
indigo. Moreover, the owner will 
give a mortgage o f his property to 
secure the advances; and the indigo 
can be consigned to the London Agents 
and bills drawn against it to repay 
the advances. The owner is to re
ceive a certain sum—say five hundred 
rupees a month for his personal ex
penses. Time rolls on. The Gomas- 
tah at the factory has wanted so much 
more money for incidental expenses 
than was expected; the quantity of 
seed sown is so much more than was 
intended; the expenses o f the owner 
have been so much above five hun
dred rupees a month, that the ad
vances amount not to a lakh only, 
but to a lakh and a half—to £15,000. 
But then it has been “ a splendid 
season.”  The factory has produced 
1,400 maunds. Indigo is selling at 
135 to 160 rupees a maund, or can 
be shipped with the certainty of a 
profit. More goods have come in, 
more produce has been shipped, the 
craving for a large trade has increas
ed ; next season there are more fac
tories taken in hand. But then comes 
a bad season; then two good ones; 
then three bad oneB, and now some

years have passed. A. B. and Co. 
have several factories; the manufac
turers who shipped to them have had 
such large advances that their goods 
have not covered the amounts; there 
have been dreadful losses on the ship
ments of produce ; many houses o f like 
character with A. B. and Co. have 
entered the market and have com
peted for produce and have artifici
ally raised the prices, so that no one 
can ship to a profit. Nevertheless, 
there have been larger shipments than 
ever. The Government has opened the 
Export Ware-house and will advance 
on goods. Its brokers value produce 
liberally, and heavy advances are pro
cured. But the London Agents are 
in difficulties; bills are not easily dis
counted ; a great deal o f money ha&. 
been spent by the partners in Cal
cutta; one has married a wife, and 
settled a large sum on her. Another 
spends four thousand rupees a month. 
The banian has no more money. What 
is to be done ? Perhaps a company 
can be formed to take the Indigo 
factories off the hands o f A. B. and 
Co. and the owners. A. B. and Co. 
will be share-holders, and so will the 
owners, so will the London Agents. 
The matter is arranged; the Indigo 
factories are valued very highly, and 
new bills can be drawn for the ad
vances not on the London Agents, 
but on certain directors of the Com
pany. One of the partners in A. B. 
and Co. is a director of a bank in 
Calcutta. Another partner was a di
rector last year. This Bank gives 
liberal credit and buys bills of all 
kinds, and thus succour is obtained. 
At length the London Agents get into 
difficulties; there is a failure o f the 
whole connection; and while “ the 
splendid household property”  of A. B. 
and Co. with all their horses are sold, 
the creditors are informed that the li
abilities of the house are a few score of 
lakhs, and the assets certain goods in 
the godown, and some factories that 
cannot easily be disposed of, and some 
produce that has been shipped to a 
falling market. Eventually two shill-
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mgs in the pound are paid, and A.
B. C. and D. set up another concern, 
pp. 167—9.

The bearing of these practices on 
other portions of the social system, is 
subsequently adverted to.

From the Union Bank we might 
turn to the Supreme Court in Calcutta, 
connected as that unfortunately has 
long been, through its officers, with 
the hazardous commercial system in 
Calcutta. But the time has not yet 
come for a full and dispassionate con
sideration of this subject. The case 
however is very extraordinary. Since 
the case of the masters in Chancery 
who lost the money o f suitors in the 
South Sea bubble, nothing more pain
ful has occurred in a British Court of 
Justice. The systematic neglect o f 
official duties, the absorbing attention 
to commercial speculation, the aston
ishing use of trust funds in these spec
ulations, the severe suffering entailed 
by the defalcations on innocent persons, 
the shock to public confidence, the 
difficult and anxious position of the 
Judges, have naturallj’ attracted great 
attention here, and will not pass un
noticed at home.

It will surely not be overlooked by 
the British Parliament, the jealous 
guardian of the national honour—that 
in one o f the most important British 
judicial tribunals, the whole body of 
the officers have successively been open 
to the gravest rebuke; that the late 
taxing officer, in 1847, took the benefit 
o f the Insolvent Act; that the official 
Assignee and Receiver of the Court, 
who is still its Sworn Clerk, recently 
resigned his office with deficiencies in 
his accounts to the extent of five lakhs 
of rupees or £50,000; that the Master 
in Equity, although paid 4000 rupees a 
month to perform the duties o f that 
office, is known to have devoted his 
time chiefly to the management of the 
Union Bank and to Exchange oppera- 
tions, and that he has been engaged 
together with the Prothonotary o f the 
Court, in most extensive and ruinous 
speculations in bank shares; and lastly 
Vol. VI— No. 7.

that the Registrar and Official Admin
istrator and Official Trustee o f the 
Court, Sir T. Turton, has resigned his 
most important and responsible appoint
ment, after having long habitually 
violated the rules which were made- to 
regulate his official dealing with the 
property in his hands, leaving the 
accounts in his office ten months in 
arrear, and deficiencies to the extent 
of about seven lakhs, or £70,000 ! All 
this demands serious and searching 
inquiry. * * * *'
The subject is peculiarly painful, to 
none we believe so much so, as to the 
Chief Justice and his colleagues. They 
must feel that if there is an institution 
which should be entirely free from all 
suspicion, it is a Court of Justice ; and 
they must be conscious that if there is 
one country in the world, in which, 
beyond all others, a regard for the 
character of the people and for their 
habitual and hereditary belief that the 
administration of justice is impure, 
should lead to the most jealous main
tenance of the high character o f the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, that 
country is British India : and therefore, 
they must have been greatly wounded 
at the strange rumours that for so long 
a period weakened public confidence, 
and at the far stranger discoveries by 
which those rumours have been au
thenticated. “ I saw,”  said the wisest of 
men, “ the place of judgment that wick
edness was there, and the place of 
righteousness that iniquity was there !”  
p p .  174—5.*

After dwelling at length on the very 
different course of conduct which must 
be pursued, in order alike to retrieve 
the character o f society, and to re
store a proper and stable condition 
o f commercial affairs, the Reviewer 
thus concludes:

All this we are prepared to hear de
nounced as cant. But let those who 
so readily esfcape from facts and argu-

• Ab the public are aware, the Court haa since 
vindicated its character by the suspension o f the 
Master.

K 2
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ments by the stale device o f using 
aick names, and most o f all by the 
repetition o f this convenient word, first 
justify the world that enslaves them 
by a prevalent cant o f  its own. Let 
them denounce the cant which de
mands payments for “ debts of honour” 
from insolvents who may leave trades
men and others who are ruined by 
them, without sympathy or succour; 
let them expose the cant which has 
appropriated to the barbarous practice 
of duelling, the term “ satisfaction;” 
let them inquire if it be not cant, 
which sings o f the glory of aggressive 
war; and let them ask if it be not 
cant which rewards with fame, the 
votary o f selfish ambition. Till the 
world’s own cant is cured, we are not 
careful to discuss the justice of the 
accusation which designates as cant, 
the plainest principles of the Bible. 
We are content to wait to see the 
question settled by public opinion echo
ing the voice o f truth in the course 
o f time. The denunciations of our 
opponents and o f the school to which 
they belong, were directed as vehe
mently against every Christian enter- 
prize by which; Great Britain is now 
distinguished—Foreign Missions, the 
Christian Education of the poor, and 
the Circulation of the Scriptures—as 
they are now against all who dare to 
assail fradulent systems o f commerce. 
But we call to mind that while the 
great causes which were thus assailed, 
have triumphed wonderfully, so that 
their foes are now themselves silenced 
and abashed, the patrons o f the Stage 
and the Jockey club, on the other hand, 
are beginning to experience some of the 
despair which has slready overwhelmed 
the advocates of the Prize Ring and 
Cock-fighting, and o f other “ manly”  
and much applauded amusements. And 
so, doubtless will sound principles of 
social morals now make rapid progress, 
by whomsoever that progress may be 
deplored or resisted. In this confi
dence we leave the subject to the re
flections o f all good men. Their day o f 
supremacy is coming, and its true glory 
will be rendered only more illustrious,

by the few remaining traces which so
ciety will then retain o f the effects of 
another ascendency, and by which the 
contrary influence of righteousness, jus
tice, and truth, will be conspicuously 
manifested in the sight o f the nations.

* * * The Great Example o f em
bodied excellence and truth was de
scribed as “ separate from sinners.” 
But in this country nearly all distinc
tions seem to have been lost, and 
almost the whole community has 
become diseased by the infection of 
a few corrupted members. “ Truth 
has fallen in the streets and equity 
cannot enter.” We ask with earnest
ness how long shall this continue, how 
long shall we be trampled on by un
worthy men and be deluded by their 
unequalled effrontery ? Is conscience 
silenced and courage lost? Are the 
untainted rulers of this country, are the 
men o f virtue and honour among us, 
afraid to deal with the evils which 
contaminate society, and degrade com
merce ? Well may we echo the cry of 
the moralist: “ In Christian hearts, oh
for a pagan zeal!” We permit here 
without public censure conduct which 
would have been denounced in Hea
then Rome—conduct which supplies the 
Hindu and the Mussulman with the 
most galling reply the Christian min
ister can receive: “ These swindlers 
are your Christians—Physcian heal thy
self!” Shall this disgrace continue? 
Are we to witness another long course 
of commercial dishonesty, and another 
and worse commercial crisis ? Our 
hope is sanguine that the end o f this 
atrocious system is at hand, and that 
better men and better principles will 
soon have sway in this country. But 
if a result so long desired and so long 
delayed is to be attained, each man for 
himself must do his duty fearlessly. 
He may be brow-beaten by some, he 
may be ridiculed by others, but assur
edly in the end he will know, that he 
has gained much if he sacrifice the 
friendship of the associates, who thus 
trouble and oppose him. For our
selves our stand has long ago been 
taken, and we can sincerely testify
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that the smiles of worldly society are 
not necessary to happiness, and that 
the excitement of its extravagant 
pleasures induce delirium rather than 
joy. We can say as Lord Cheseter- 
field said after his career of apparent 
felicity and grandeur : “  I have been
behind the scenes. 1 have seen all the 
coarse pullies and dirty ropes, and 
smelt the tallow candles which illumin
ate the whole decoration, to the aston
ishment and admiration of the ignorant 
multitude. When I reflect back on 
what I have seen, what I have heard, 
and what 1 have done, 1 can hardly 
persuade myself, that all this frivolous 
hurry and bustle, and pleasure of the 
world, had any reality. 1 look upon 
all that is past as one of those romantic 
dreams which opium commonly occa
sions, and I do, by no means, desire to 
repeat the nauseous dose for the sake 
of the fugitive dream!” This is the

language of experience—the experience 
of one whose lessons were learned un
der the most favourable circumstances. 
And if such be the result of a know
ledge o f the world in its greatest and 
grandest displays, much more may we 
expect to be dissatisfied, if we live on 
the favour o f a small vitiated com
munity, where our aristocracy is manu
factured by temporary incomes squan
dered in extravagance, and where vul
gar tastes and groundless pretensions 
too often assume the place which 
hereditary honours and the highest 
refinements of education and inter
course secure at home. To such en
joyment as such society can afford, 
we leave the butterflies who bask in 
its beams. Their time is short. There 
is a good day coming, and soon may 
its approach vindicate the honour of 
our country and the purity o f tho 
Christian name !

DENMARK.

TRAN SFER OF THE TR A N Q U E B A R  MISSION.

I n t e l l i g e n c e  has just reached us 
that the Mission premises at Tran- 
quebar—that ancient and classical lo
cality in the religious history o f India 
—have recently been transferred from 
the Danish Government to the Mis
sionary Society of Dresden. The in
formation is conveyed by the letter 
of a foreign correspondent in the last 
number of Evangelical Christendom. 
It is somewhat singular that the first 
intelligence we receive of an event 
in the history o f a place almost at 
our own doors, and which, from the 
date o f the occurrence, must have 
been known for some time in the 
place itself, should come from the 
pages of an English periodical—from 
a country at least 7000 miles distant 
from our shores. An anomaly, how
ever, o f by no means unusual occur

rence, in regard even to some of the 
Missionary proceedings of Madras it
self, which not seldom reach us, for 
the first time, by the same circuitous 
and dilatory mode of communication. 
It is also, we think, much to be re
gretted that the Missionary Societies 
o f Britain should have allowed them
selves to lose this opportunity o f be
coming the possessors of so venera
ble and interesting a field o f  Christ
ian labour. Not, indeed, that we, in 
any way, depreciate either the char
acter of the Dresden Society, or the 
capabilities o f its emissaries; but we 
should certainly have wished that 
our native country had been able to 
claim, as her own, the scene of the 
first Protestant Mission to the heathen 
land of which she is now the sov
ereign, and that our own fellow-coun
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trymen should have had the privilege 
of treading, locally, in the honoured 
footsteps, and of carrying on, liter
ally, the blessed work of Schwartz, 
Mid Gerick£, and their illustrious com
peers. But though denied this dis
tinction ourselves, we gladly con
gratulate our more favoured brethren 
of Germany, in their acquisition of 
such a field o f labour, and not less on 
account of the apparently low state of 
missionary zeal in the Church of Den
mark, beneath whose chilling shade 
tile Tranquebar Mission had so long 
unhappily languished. And most sin
cerely do we hope not only that the 
labourers to be sent out by the Dres
den Society may themselves be men 
of God, “ thoroughly furnished”  unto 
all the works o f the missionary life, 
but that, under their ministrations this 
ancient comer o f the vineyard may 
be visited with a season o f refreshing 
from the presence o f the Lord, and 
the surrounding “ wilderness”  itself 
become as “a fruitful field,”  bringing 
forth abundantly unto the harvest of 
eternal life.

Denmark, February 1848.
A change has taken place in our 

missionary arrangements, which, while 
it may, and perhaps ought to occa
sion some national regret, will, it is 
confidently hoped, “ turn out rather to 
the furtherance o f the Gospel.”  So 
far back as 1838, the Lutheran Mis
sionary Society of Dresden entered 
into negotiation with the Danish Mis
sionary College, for the possession 
(with ^ view to its extension and re- 
invigoration) o f the missionary settle
ment of Tranquebar, founded, under 
the sanction o f Frederic IV. of Den
mark, by the missionaries Ziegenbalg 
and Plfltschow in 1705. Seminary- 
Director Graul came to Copenhagen 
in 1844, for the purpose o f bringing 
matters to a conclusion, and the ne
gotiation has at length been satisfac
torily completed. The Danish col
lege relinquishes, in the name o f the 
Sovereign, all right, on the part of

the Danish Government, to send mis
sionaries henceforth to Tranquebar, 
and resigns the mission there, with 
all its buildings and possessions, to 
the guidance, control, and free ad
ministration o f the Dresden Mission
ary Society.

The responsibilities, cares, and anx
ieties o f the latter, are doubtless great
ly increased by the accession o f four
teen schools, and the personelle o f the 
Danish mission, consisting of from 
twenty-five to thirty native labourers, 
besides the European missionaries re
cently sent thither from this country. 
Still the prospect o f  infusing new vig
our and energy into this most ancient 
field of Lutheran missionary labour, 
(the first, indeed, on which the stand
ard of the cross was planted in India), 
the field on which such apostolic men 
as Ziegenbalg and Schwartz, prose
cuted their peaceful conflict, may well 
encourage the hearts and strengthen 
the hands of our Saxon brethren to 
enter with spirit on their arduous un
dertaking, in the confident hope that 
the same Almighty hand, which has 
already broken up the fallow-ground 
in that distant region, will furnish all 
necessary means for continuing the 
work, and endow them with wisdom 
and grace to direct and extend it.

The Danish mission possessed, in 
the city of Tranquebar, a congrega
tion of 1,000 Native Christians, call
ed the Jerusalem Congregation, while 
another, of about 550 communicants, 
exists in the neighbouring village of 
Poreiar. In Velipaleiam, (which almost 
joins Tranquebar), and where many 
Christians reside, there is a chapel, 
as also in Sandirapadi, a village lying 
southward from Tranquebar; besides 
which, small Christian churches exist 
in Peria Manikapongil, Simeon-Parits- 
cheri, and Mettu-Paritscheri, the two 
latter being inhabited almost entirely 
by professing Christians. Christian 
Hindus are, indeed, to be found scat
tered in greater or less numbers all 
over the Tranquebar territory, but 
more especially in Sattankudi, Pudu-
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paleiam, Orhugamangalam, Ischilladi, 
and Cadtuscheri.

The schools, supported by the Da
nish mission, duri ng the last years, have 
been fourteen in number, comprising 
(in 1845) 572 children. The Mission
ary company consisted, in 1846, of 
five catechists, fourteen schoolmasters, 
two schoolmistresses, and eight subor
dinate officials, as organists, sacristans, 
&c., whose united salaries amounted 
to about 2,076 rupees ; to which must 
be added, six superannuated pension
ers on the mission-fund, at an an
nual expense of 240 rupees. In aid 
of this already existing burden, and 
the salaries of the European mission
aries, the Dresden Society receives 
from the Danish, (besides the use o f 
all the buildings, fields, and garden- 
grounds belonging to the mission), 
an annual payment of 720 Reichs Bank 
thalers,* (or about J£84 sterling), being 
the interest at four per cent, o f three 
legacies, amounting in all to 18,015 
thalers, made by persons deceased, 
specially in favour o f the Tranquebar 
Mission. The management of the cap
ital however remains, as heretofore, 
in the hands of the Copenhagen Mis
sionary College.

The Saxon branch o f the Tranque
bar Mission, before its present ac
quisition of the Danish establishment, 
employed eight missionaries, four of 
whom have but recently arrived at 
Tranquebar; these are now zealously 
engaged in fitting themselves for their 
future spheres of labour, and mean
time giving what aid they can to the 
elder missionaries.

It cannot be doubted, that this once 
flourishing and always interesting mis
sion, will gain incalculably by being 
henceforth subject to one manage
ment and one presiding impulse. It 
would probably have done so even 
were missionary enterprize in vogue 
in Copenhagen, which I grieve to say 
it is not; oh all accounts, therefore, 
we cannot bid but our Dresden Christ
ian brethren “ God speed” in the ex

* A Reich« Bank thaler is about 2*. 4d. sterling.

tended sphere of usefulness thus prov
identially opened before them. p. 120.

In the concluding part of the letter 
the writer refers to a very different, and 
far more arduous scene o f missionary 
labour, affording a striking contrast to 
the position of the Church in the East, 
surrounded by all the privileges and 
enjoyments of European life.

The only remaining mission, besides 
those in her West India colonies, in 
which Denmark is even nominally in
terested, (Serampore having been re
linquished to England in 1845), is that 
o f Greenland, and it prospers; though 
it must in candour be owned, much 
more through the efforts o f the Mo
ravian missionaries than through those 
of the Danish Government. Where
fore ? may perhaps find a sufficient 
answer in the simple fact, that, while 
the United Brethren are volunteers 
in the heathen cause, the Danish 
missionaries are too frequently such 
candidates of theology as have found 
little acceptance, or for whom no 
immediate opening presents itself at 
home, and who therefore regard their 
Greenland appointment as at the best 
an honourable banishment, only en
durable as furnishing a claim for after 
ecclesiastical preferment in their na
tive land. The reports from that ice
bound coast, therefore, on which the 
Christian heart can dwell with plea
sure, are invariably those of the Unit
ed Brethren. *

It is difficult to form an estimate 
of the privations which these devoted 
missionaries submit to, and still more 
so, o f the cheerfulness with which 
they do it. Yet most surprising of 
all have I found it, that those of good 
education and real refinement of feel
ing, should be able to relinquish all 
the delights of civilized society, for 
ten, twelve, and even twenty years 
together, for love to the souls o f so 
degraded a branch of the human fam
ily ! Yet such have I myself seen 
among the Moravian missionaries; and 
more wonderful still, they did not
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seem to have, in any respect, fallen 
in their own mental or social habits, 
by such associations; a striking evi
dence of the elevating and refining 
counterpoise of Christian principle and

Bible studies! Where is the settler, 
for the purposes of trade, among sav
ages, who does not descend to their 
level, and becomes almost, if not 
wholly, as savage as themselves ?

jW teceUantottg S fttctiow s .

T h e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  o f  M o d e r n  G e r 
m a n y .—The character, danger, and fal
lacy of the mythical and mystical pan
theism now so unhappily prevalent in 
the North o f the Continent, under the 
professed name and guise o f Christ
ianity, and which has been especially 
promoted by the writings of Stranss, 
and his followers, are ably stated and 
exposed in the following extract from 
the writings o f an American Essayist. 
We advert to the subject here because 
we have reason to believe that the 
insidious work o f the German pan
theist is not unknown among some 
classes in this part of India:

Such, then, is the latest form of infi
delity. It knows no intelligent or con
scious God, but man; it admits no in
carnation, but the eternal incarnation 
o f the universal Spirit in the human 
race; the personality o f men ceases 
with their present existence, they are 
but momentary manifestations o f the 
infinite and unending, there is neither 
sin nor holiness; neither heaven nor 
hell. Such are the results to which 
the proud philosophy of the nineteenth 
century has brought its followers. We 
have not drawn this picture. We have 
purposely presented it as drawn by men, 
with regard to those opportunities and 
competency there can be no room for 
cavil. It might be supposed, that a 
system so shocking as this, which de
stroys all religion and all morality, 
could be adopted by none but the in
sane or the abandoned; that it might 
be left as St. Simonianism, Owenism 
or Mormonism* to die of its own vici
ousness. This supposition, however, 
overlooks the real nature o f the system. 
We have presented it in its offensive

nakedness. It is not thus that it ad
dresses itself to the uninitiated or timid. 
What is more offensive than Romanism 
when stripped of its disguises, yet what 
more seductive in its bearings, for the 
vast majority of men ? There is every 
thing to facilitate the progress of this 
new philosophy. It has a side for all 
classes of men. For the contemplative 
and the sentimentally devout, it has its 
mysticism, its vagueness, its vastness. 
It allows them to call wonder, a sense 
of the sublime or of the beautiful, re
ligion. For the poet, too, it has its en
chantments, as it gives consciousness 
and life to every thing, and makes all 
things expressive of one infinite, end
less mind. For the proud, no Circe 
ever mingled half so intoxicating a cup. 
Ye shall be as God, says the Arch
tempter of our race; ye are God, is 
what he now whispers into willing 
ears. For the vain and frivolous, it 
has charms scarcely to be resisted. It 
gives them easy greatness. They have 
only to talk o f the “ I,”  and the “ not 
I,”  (or, as they prefer to have it, the 
“ Me,”  and the “ not me” ), and they 
are beyond the depth of all ordinary 
men. And even then, they are, accord
ing to the system, far greater than they 
can possibly think themselves to be. 
For their sensual, it is a perfect heaven. 
It legitimates and dignifies all enjoy
ments. It makes self-indulgence re
ligion. It forbids all remorse and all 
fear. That a system so manifold as 
this, which has a chamber of imagery 
for every imagination, should find ad
vocates and friends on every hand is 
not a matter o f surprise. There is still 
another circumstance which m u B t  be 
taken into consideration in accounting 
for the rapid progress o f  the new philo
sophy, and in speculating on its pros
pects. It has, in some o f its principles, 
a certain resemblance to truth. The
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God of the Bible, is not the God of the 
Deist, of the rationalist, or of the world
ling, a God afar off, who has no over
sight or direction of his creatures. The 
world is not a machine wound up and 
left to itself. The wonders of Vegita- 
ble and Animal life are not the result 
of the properties of matter acting blind 
ly and without guidance. The God of 
the Bible is an everywhere present, and 
ever active God, in whom we live, and 
move, and have our being; it is his 
Spirit that causes the grass to grow, it 
is he that fashions the curious mechan
ism of our bodies, who numbers the 
hairs of our heads, and directs all our 
goings. All the changes of nature are 
produced by his power, so that every
thing we see is in truth a manifestation 
o f God. But then the Bible does not 
merge God in the world, or the world 
in God. Though everywhere present 
in the world, God is not the world; but 
a Being of infinite intelligence, power, 
excellence and blessedness, guiding and 
controlling his creatures, whose acts 
and consciousness are their own and 
not his. The chasm which divides the 
pantheistic from the Scriptural view of 
God is bottomless, and the difference in 
the effects of the two views is infinite ; 
it is all the difference between infinite 
good and infinite evil. I f  there is any 
thing impressed clearly on the Bible, it 
is the personality of God ; it is the ease 
and confidence with which his people 
can say, “ Thou,”  in calling on his 
name, it is that he ever says, “ I ,”  of 
himself, and “ you,”  when addressing 
his creatures.—P r i n c e t o n  E s s a y s .

B i s h o p  o f  E x e t e r  a n d  L o r d  E l d o n . 
—In a recent biography o f Lord Chan
cellor Eldon, it is mentioned that in his 
last illness he was visited by the Bishop 
of Exeter; and it is only doing justice 
to a prelate with whom we have few 
tendencies in common, to speak with 
the warmest commendation o f the ear
nest and thoroughly evangelical appeal 
which is contained in his letter :

Lord. Carrington’s, Whitehall,
27th November, 1837-

M y D e a r  L o r d  — I take blame to 
myself for having, as I fear, obtruded 
on you some important matters of con
sideration, at a time when you were 
not prepared to admit them; or in a 
manner which may have been deemed 
too earnest and importunate. That you 
pardon the intrusion, I have no doubt,

and that you ascribe what may have 
been ill-timed, or ill-considered, to the 
true cause—an anxious wish to lead a 
highly gifted mind like yours, to those 
thoughts which alone can satisfy it.

Before I leave this place, instead of 
again trespassing on you in person, I 
have resolved to commit to paper a few 
considerations which your own power
ful mind will know how to improve, 
and which I humbly pray the Holy 
Spirit of God to impress, so far as they 
accord with His Truth, on the hearts of 
both of us. I contemplate in you, my 
dear Lord, an object o f no ordinary 
interest. I see a man full o f years and 
honours, honours richly earned, (ay, 
were they tenfold greater than they are), 
by a life which, protracted long beyond 
the ordinary age o f man, has been 
employed, during all the period of ser
vice, in promoting, strengthening, and 
securing the best and most sacred inter
ests o f your country. I see in you the 
faithful, zealous, and most able, advo
cate of the connexion o f true religion 
with the Constitution and Government 
of England. I see in you one who has 
largely benefited the generation o f which 
you have been among the most distin
guished ornaments. Seeing and feel
ing this, I am sure you will pardon me, 
if I exhibit a little even of undue eager
ness to perform to you the only ser
vice which 1 can hope to render—that 
of exciting such a mind to those reflec
tions, by which, after serving others, 
it can now do the best and surest service 
to itself. In truth, those reflections are 
few and brief, but most pregnant. In 
short, my dear Lord, I would seek most 
earnestly to guard you against the dan
ger which arises from the very qualities 
which we most admire in you, and from 
the actions for which we are most grate
ful to you. That danger is, lest you con
template these matters with too much 
satisfaction—lest you rest upon them 
as the grounds of your hope of final 
acceptance with God. Oh! my dear 
Lord, the best of the sons o f men must 
be content, or rather must be most anxi
ous, to look out of themselves, and 
above themselves, for any sure hope—
I will not say o f justification, but of 
mercy. Consider the infinite holiness 
and purity of God, and then say whether 
any man was ever fit to appear at His 
tribunal. Consider the demands o f His 
Law, extending to the most secret 
thoughts and wishes, and imaginations, 
o f the heart, and then say, whether 
you, or any one, can stand before Him 
in your own strength, when He cometh
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to judgment. No: it is as sinners, as 
grievous sinners, we shall, we must 
appear; and the only plea which will 
be admitted for us, is the righteousness 
and the merits of our crucified Redeem
er. I f we place any reliance on our 
own poor doings or fancied virtues, 
those very virtues will be our snares, 
our downfall. Above all things, there
fore, it is our duty, and pre eminently 
the duty o f the purest and best among 
us, to cast off all confidence in ourselves, 
and thankfully to embrace Christ’s 
most precious offer on the terms on 
which He offers i t ; He will be our 
Saviour, only if we know and feel and 
humbly acknowledge, that we need His 
Salvation. He will be more and more 
our Saviour in proportion as we more 
and more love and rely upon Him. But 
surely the more we feel and deplore 
our own sinfulness, the more earnest 
will be our love, the firmer our reliance 
on Him who alone is mighty to save. 
Therefore, it is, that, in preparing our
selves to appear before Him, the less 
we think of what we may fondly deem 
our good deeds and good qualities, and 
the more rigidly we scrutinize our 
hearts, and detect and deplore our mani
fold sinfulness, the fitter shall we be, 
because the more deeply sensible of the 
absolute necessity and of the incalcu
lable value of His blessed Undertaking 
and Suffering for us. One word only 
more—of ourselvos wo cannot come to 
this due sense of our own worthless
ness: and the devil is always ready to 
tempt our weak hearts with the bait 
which is most taking to any among us 
—confidence in ourselves. It is the 
Holy Spirit who alone can give us that 
only knowledge which will be useful 
to us at the last—the knowledge of our 
own hearts, o f their weakness, their 
wickedness—and of the way o f G-od’s 
salvation, pardon of the faithful and 
confiding penitent for His dear Son’s 
sake. O h ! my dear Lord, may you 
and I be found among the truly peni
tent, and then we shall have our perfect 
consummation and bliss among the truly 
blessed.

I am, my dear Lord, with true ven
eration and regard, your Lordship’s 
most faithful servant, and affectionate 
brother in Christ", H. E x e t e r .

R e c e n t  E x c a v a t i o n s  a t  P o m p e i i . 
—In the street leading from the an
cient sea-shore, in the neighbourhood 
of the theatres, to the so-called cross
way of the Fortuna, and thence in

a direct line to the northern city wall, 
there has been excavated a house that 
surpasses in richness and elegance all 
that has been discovered previously. 
The space o f the court-yard is open, 
has a Mosaic pavement, and at the 
walls fantastic pictures o f the richest 
and most tasteful style. At the sides 
of the atrium (court-yard) are small 
sleeping-rooms, with wall paintings. 
In the back-ground of the atrium opens, 
a tablinum, the reception-hall, with 
chequered marble pavement. At the: 
side o f the reception hall is a dining
room, where are seen three large paint
ings of full-size figures. They repre
sent Hercules and Omphale holding 
his club, and wrapped in the skin of 
the Nemean lion. Next, Bacchus as 
a boy, and arm-in-arm with Silenus, on 
a cart drawn by two oxen, and followed 
by Bacchantines. Thirdly, a Baccha
nal procession of triumph with a Vic
toria, who engraves into a shield the 
exploits of the victorious god. Here 
were also the Triklinian reposing beds 
(not unlike our low divans), the feet of 
which are richly adorned with silver.

Behind the reception-hall there ap
pears the garden, with a magnificent 
fountain at the end, adorned with 
much Mosaic, and a little marble statue 
of Silenus. In the middle is the water- 
reservoir, adorned with elegant marble 
sculptures, such as a small Faunus 
drawing out a thorn from the foot, of a 
groat, a beardly satyr, a stag, a hare 
stealing grapes, an amorino upon a 
dolphin, a youthful field goddess keep
ing on her lap a new-born goat, whose 
mother is caressing it standing on her 
hind legs.

This dwelling joins a second equally 
open atrium where the servants liv
ed. Here was found a four-wheeled 
waggon, with iron wheels and much 
bronze ornament. The kitchen con
tained many neat implements o f bronze, 
and the traces of smoke were in many 
places visible after the lapse o f eigh
teen centuries.

Upon a small picture close to the 
staircase lies a letter with the (scarcely 
legible) name of the owner o f the house, 
in oblique characters, and plainly in
dicating his rank. All the walls and 
rooms of the house are decorated with 
pictures of comic and tragic scenes, and 
upon one of them is depicted a young 
girl with mask and double flute.

The house has therefore been christ
ened, Casa della Sonatrice, or dell* 
Ercole Ubbriaco. It is the newest ex
cavation of importance.
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(T ÍJ ÍU 0 ÍS  X c t o  a u t r  (D I t r .

A n o t h e r  N e w  P l a n e t .—Mr. Hind 
is once more before the public as the 
discoverer o f another planet—not far 
from the star fifteen Orionis. “ It 
Bhines,” he says, writing to the Times, 
“ as a star of the ninth magnitude, 
with a bluish light. It is probable, 
he adds, that this object is one of the 
group of planets between the orbits of 
Mars and Jupiter, at present not far 
from its stationary point.”

T h e  B i s h o p r i c  o f  J e r u s a l e m .—  
The Journal des Debats publishes a 
letter from Berlin, which states that 
the King of Prussia had commanded 
that a sum of 52,000 thalers (£7800 
sterling), which had been contributed 
by the Protestants o f Prussia for the 
establishment of religious institutions 
in Jerusalem, should be expended in 
founding an hospital in that city for 
the reception of Christians of every 
profession of faith, with a preference 
for Germans, and likewise in building 
a house for lodging poor travellers or 
pilgrims.

C i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  B i b l e .—The 
following has been the circulation of 
the Scriptures through the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, during the last 
three years, in the following large 
towns: London, 126,391; Liverpool, 
81,342; Manchester, 129,242; Leeds, 
49,975 ; Bristol, 54,955. Total, 441,905 
copies.—L o n d o n  R e c o r d .

T i m e l y  R e b u k e .—One Sunday, a 
lady called to her little boy who was 
tossing marbles on the side walk, to 
come into the house. “ Don’t you 
know you shouldn’t be out there, my 
son ? Go into the back yard, if you 
want to play marbles—it is Sunday.”

“ Well, yes. But ain’t it Sunday in 
the back yard, mother?” — N e w  E n g 
l a n d  P u r i t a n .

How t o  A v o i d  Q u a r r e l s .— The 
Rev. J. Clark, of Frome, was asked 
how he always kept himself from being 
involved in quarrels, to which he re
plied—“ By letting the angry person 
have all the quarrel to himself.”  This 
afterwards became a proverb in the 
town. When a quarrel was rising, 
they would say, “ Come, let us remem- 
Vol. VI.—No. 7.

ber Mr. Clark, and leave the angry 
man to quarrel himself.” If the reader 
will always follow this rule he will 
save himself a great deal o f trouble, 
and perhaps many hard knocks. Re
member, it always takes two to quar
rel.— I b i d .

W e a r  a  S m i l e .—Which will you 
do, smile and make others happy, or be 
crabbed and make every body around 
you miserable ? You can live among 
beautiful flowers and singing birds, or 
in the mire surrounded by fogs and 
frogs. The amount o f happiness you 
can produce is incalculable, if you will 
show a smiling face, a kind heart, and 
speak pleasant words. On the other 
hand, by sour looks, cross words, and 
a fretful disposition, you can make 
scores and hundreds wretched almost 
beyond endurance. Which will you 
do? Wear a pleasant countenance, 
let joy beam in your eye, and love glow 
on your forehead. There is no joy so 
great as that which springs from a kind 
act or a pleasant deed, and you may 
feel it at night, when you rest, and 
in the morning when you rise, and 
through the day when about your daily 
business.—I b i d .

T h e  I n f i d e l  a n d  t h e  L i t t l e  G i r l . 
—Hume, the great historian, was once 
dining at the house o f an intimate 
friend. After dinner the ladies with
drew ; and in the course of conversation, 
Hume made an assertion which caused 
a gentleman present to observe to him, 
“ I f  you can advance such sentiments 
as those, you are certainly what the 
world gives you the credit o f being, an 
Infidel.”  A little girl, whom the phil
osopher had often noticed, and with 
whom he had become a favourite, by 
bringing her little presents of toys and 
sweetmeats, happened to be playing 
about the room unnoticed: she, how
ever, listened to the conversation, and 
on hearing the above expression, left 
the room, went to her mother, and ask
ed her, “ Mamma, what is an infidel?”  
“ An infidel! my dear,”  replied the 
mother, “ why should you ask such a 
question ? An infidel is so awful a 
character, that I  scarcely know what to 
answer you.”  “ Oh, do tell me, mam
ma,”  returned the child; “ I  must know 
what an infidel is.” Struck with her 
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eagerness, her mother at length replied, 
“ An infidel is one who believes that 
there is no God, no heaven, no hell, no 
hereafter.”

Some days afterwards, Hume again 
visited the house o f his friend. On be
ing introduced to the parlor, he found 
no one there but his favourite little g irl: 
he went to her, as he had been used to 
d o : but the child shrunk with horror 
from his touch. “ My dear,”  said he, 
“ what is the matter? do I hurt you.” 
“ No,” she replied, “ you do not hurt 
me, but I cannot kiss you, I cannot 
play with you.” “ Whynot, my dear ?” 
“ Because you are an infidel.”  “ An 
infidel! what is that ?”  “ One who be
lieves there is no God, no heaven, no 
hell, no hereafter.”  “ And are you not 
very sorry for me, my dear ?”  asked 
the astonished philosopher. “ Yes, in
deed I am sorry!”  returned the child, 
with solemnity : “ and I pray to God 
for you.”  “ Do you, indeed ? and what 
do you say ?”  “ I say, Oh, God, teach 
this man that thou art!”  A striking 
illustration of the words o f Sacred 
Writ, “ Out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings thou hast ordained strength, 
because o f thine enemies, that thou 
mightpst still the enemy and avenger.”

P r a y e r  i s  the peace o f our spirit, the 
stillness of our thoughts, the evenness 
of recollection, the seat o f meditation, 
the rest of our care, and the calm of 
our tempest. He who prays to God 
with an angry or troubled spirit, is like 
the man who retires into the midst of a 
battle for meditation, or sets up his 
closet in the out-quarters of an army. 
Anger is a perfect alienation o f the 
mind from prayer; it is directly op
posed to that disposition which pre
sents our prayers in a right line to God. 
For so have I seen a lark, rising from 
its bed o f grass, and soaring upwards, 
singing as it rises, and hoping to get 
to heaven, and climbing above the 
clouds; but the poor bird was driven 
back by the loud sighing o f an eastern 
wind, and hiB motion made irregular 
and inconstant, descending more at 
every breath o f the tempest than it 
could recover by the vibration and fre
quent weighing of its wings, till the 
little creature was found to sit down 
and pant, and stay till the storm was 
over, and then it made a prosperous 
flight, and did rise and sing as though 
it had learned music and motion from 
an angel, as he passed through the a ir  
about his ministries below. So it is

when a storm rises in the spirit and 
over-rules the good man; his prayer is 
broken and his thoughts troubled; his 
words go upward, toward a cloud, and 
his thoughts call them back again, and 
make them without intention. The 
good man sighs for his infirmity, but he 
must be content to lose the prayer, and 
he must recover it when his anger is 
removed, and his spirit is becalmed and 
made even as the brow of Jesus, and 
smooth like the heart of God; then it 
ascends and dwells with God, until it 
returns laden with the blessing and dew 
of heaven.—J e r e m y  T a y l o r .

T h e  warmest affection to any thing 
human is not idolatry. We believe 
that we W e  the living too little, and 
remember the dead with too cold a 
fondness—a fondness, moreover, often 
hypocritical. You will frequently hear 
a mother, when bereaved of her child, 
lamenting with loud self-accusations, 
and that she had made an idol o f him. 
She did nothing of the kind. She 
very probably loved him too little. 
One’s blood warms with indignation at 
the small and frigid affection which is 
generally manifested to the nearest rela
tions, when alive, and the sober and 
brief regret which is felt for them, when 
dead; and we declare that if  there be 
a scene which would make man a fierce 
and scornful hater of his kind, it is a 
funeral scene, where—with unthrobbing 
and unbroken heart—the parent buries 
his child, and the husband his w ife! 
The blank in the family circle is soon 
unnoticed. Ere the fresh green mound 
has sunk to the level of its neighbours 
in the church-yard, the memory of him 
or her who lies under it, has come down 
to an unobserved surface, in the mind 
of the bereaved. The man who would 
sympathize with the bereaved in the 
lamentations for the dead, must not 
lose much time—he must make haste 
and come quickly, he must appear on 
the first day or so, otherwise he is too 
late, he will find the bereaved glad 
and cheerful—wondering, in very truth, 
at the sombre countenance and seri
ous manner o f his visitor. And yet 
this wretched cant about idolizing our 
friends is quite common. We never 
yet were privileged to see a person 
who was capable o f a sinful degree o f 
natural affection. Nor have we ever 
looked upon a person so much beloved 
as to be,made an idol. Our sin consists 
—not in loving our friends too much— 
but in loving God too little.—A n o n ,
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litliaious auir JWssiowarj? KntelUflente.

jS ôme.
A V IS IT  TO T H E  J E W IS H  SYN AG O GU E.

January 29, 1848.
E n t e r i n g  the synagogue in Duke’s- 

place, I found a large and respectable 
congregation, listening, with much at
tention, to the Rev. Dr. Adler, who, 
at a small desk in front of the sacred 
receptacle of the Law, was preaching 
in English, without notes, and with 
considerable earnestness and affection. 
He spoke of the existence and attri
butes of G od; his spirituality—explain
ing the representations of Scripture, 
as though he had hands or feet, could 
be angry or repent, by the neces
sity of adaptation to our limited and 
imperfect conceptions. The nature and 
obligations o f the law—its Divine au
thority, immutability, and perpetuity— 
were enforced with much power; and 
his hearers were reminded of their duty 
to worship, fear, and love G od; that 
their confidence would not be impaired, 
but strengthened, by holy fear; that 
they needed thankfulness for the past, 
grace for the present, and supplication 
for the future. He spoke o f the oral 
law as being of equal authority with 
the written, as not contrary to it, but 
explanatory of it. He strongly urged 
the duty and blessedness o f a virtuous 
life ; and referred to the moment when, 
not like “ the spirit of the beast, which 
goeth downward,”  “ the spirit” that is 
in us “ shall return to Him who gave 
i t a n d  spake o f the resurrection: 
“ We know not how it will be brought 
about; but we do know that many who 
sleep in the dust shall awake, some 
to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt.” He re
minded his “ dear brethren”  also, that 
although they were originally “ a king
dom of priests,” they were now scat
tered through all lands, for their sins ; 
but that, though sifted like wheat in 
a sieve, not a grain should be lost: 
“ The rod should come out of the stem 
of Jesse,”  and Israel would again pos
sess their loved Jerusalem : and that 
this must be attended with happiness to 
all the world; for that then men will 
“ learn war no more,”  and “ the whole 
earth shall be filled with the knowledge 
o f the glory of the Lord as the sea

is full o f waters.”  The chief Rabbi 
then poured out an affecting prayer, 
and retired from his elevated position, 
to unite as a worshipper in the remain
der of the services. The chanting and 
singing were very beautiful, and all 
was conducted with order and apparent 
seriousness. It was very impressive, 
and wakened up sweet memories of the 
patriarchs and prophets, and o f the 
great Teacher of Nazareth, when, as 
the congregation dispersed, the little 
boys gathered round the Rabbi, and he 
laid his hand on the head of each, and 
blessed them. My companion remark
ed to me, as we retired, “ This is not 
like visiting a place of Roman Catholic 
worship. There we should have heard 
awful errors: here we have heard the 
truth, although not all the truth. When 
Dr. Adler spoke of the resurrection, 
and said, ‘ We know not how it will be 
brought about,’ how I longed to tell 
them of Jesus, who is ‘ the resurrection 
and the life !’ ” My own mind was 
much impressed. I did not feel as 
among strangers. They read my Bible ; 
and as they attuned their fine voices to 
the words of their own inspired Scrip
tures, it was easy to imagine the very 
presence of Asaph and the sons of 
Korah, and of the royal psalmist him* 
self. But what, then, do they want ? 
May we not leave them as they are ? 
Oh ! fellow-Christians, they want what 
neither you nor I can impart to them— 
that without which “ they cannot see 
the kingdom of God.”  For this we 
must be more earnest intercessors ; and 
for this we must endeavour to engage 
their own prayers.

Leave them as they are! What, on 
the edge of a precipice, and unconsci
ous of their danger! Leave them to go 
up to the judgment-seat, with nought 
in their hands but the law, which seals 
their condemnation! Leave them aa 
they are, placing the words of men on 
a level with the word of God; resist
ing the Holy Spirit and his teaching; 
rejecting the Son of God, and tramp
ling his word under their feet! Leave 
them, as though there were no thoughts 
in the heart of God concerning them; 
as though there were no place for them 
at the Gospel feast; or as though there 
were some other way o f salvation for



276 RELIGIOUS AND MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. JULY

them than that o f faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ!

Leave them, as though we owed them 
nothing, and as though the church and 
the world had nothing to expect from 
their conversion to G od! Leave the 
Jew, with the guilt o f a Saviour’s blood 
upon his head, when that precious 
blood, sprinkled upon his awakened 
conscience, would save his soul! Oh, 
n o ! n o ! However my feeble instru
mentality may fail to reach others for 
whom my prayers are breathed, I can
not pass by the Jew. He is at my 
side; he has the Bible; the Spirit of 
God can and will awaken him ; “ when 
the veil is taken away, Israel will turn 
to the Lord.”  Let me be much in 
prayer, and let me join heart and hand 
with those who, in bonds o f love and 
simplicity of purpose, are seeking the 
salvation of the first-born, the people 
near to the heart o f God !

I am unwilling to close this brief 
notice without referring to the gentle
manly civility shown to us at the syna
gogue, as Christian visiters.— Christian 
Witness.

R e l i g i o u s  S e r v i c e  i n  t h e  A r m y .—  
The sum of £16,800, has been charged 
in the Army Estimates for the year 
1848—9, for Divine Service for the 
Army. O f this sum £3,767 is appor
tioned to Great Britain for the Episco
palian Church, £292 to the Presbyteri
an, and £709 to the Roman Catholic. 
To Ireland £3,397 is apportioned, viz. 
to the Episcopalian Church, £2,647; 
to the Roman Catholic, £478; and to 
the Presbyterian, £272. A sum of 
£8,082, is apportioned to the Colo
nies, viz.: £7,380 to the Episcopalians; 
£1,820 to the Roman Catholics; and 
£624 to the Presbyterians. To this sum 
there is to be added £552 for cost of 
religious books and contingencies. The 
gross estimate for religious services is 
in addition to the sum of £2,836 6s. 
3d. borne on the estimate for the staff 
officers at home and abroad, and which 
includes the pay and allowance o f the 
commissioned Staff Chaplains at Lon* 
don, Chatham, Malta, Barbadoes, and 
the Mauritius.

JForeijjn.
P r u s s i a n  P o l a n d .—Letter from Czer- 

ski, to Rev. R. H. Herschell.
SchneidemUhl, March 8, 1848. 

D e a r  B r o t h e r  i n  C h r i s t — I  have 
jurt returned from my missionary jour

ney ; and I am able to assure you, that 
my efforts have been crowned with 
abundant success. On the 22d of 
February I arrived at the village of 
Tuchorze, near Wollstein; and, im
mediately on my arrival, a large assem
blage of people flocked to my lodging, 
to hear the Word of God and the Gos
pel o f the crucified Redeemer. You 
can imagine with what lively emotion 
my heart was filled when I saw such a 
numerous audience assembled around 
m e; among whom were grey-haired, 
men, above seventy, and children under 
ten years of age, listening with the most 
fixed attention to the word o f salvation. 
Here I had again an opportunity of 
seeing, that the Roman Catholics know 
scarcely anything of Christ, or o f the 
salvation wrought out for mankind by 
His incarnation; that they know little 
o f the true God, who is almighty love, 
but hear only in their churches o f the 
idols of Rome, and of those “ doctrines 
of devils”  whereby their spiritual eyes 
are darkened, and their hearts harden
ed. I have again had my former ex
perience confirmed, that the Romish 
Church, under Christian terms and 
Christian names, sets forth pure hea
thenism, and that in nothing whatever 
is its form Christian.

During a whole week, I preached 
and expounded the Scriptures, every 
morning and every afternoon, in Ger
man and Polish alternately. When the 
surrounding villages and towns were 
aware o f this, people streamed in from 
all sides, some of them coming several 
miles distance, to hear the Divine word. 
All these assured me, with tears, that 
of this blessed Gospel they never be
fore knew anything; that they had been 
betrayed and deceived by their priests, 
“ who served not God, but their own 
belly,”  who were not servants o f God, 
but servants of a perverted man in 
Rome, who calls himself the vicegerent 
of God. Therefore many hundreds of 
them have separated from Rome and its 
perverted doctrines, and have formed 
themselves into a Christian congrega
tion. They entreated me to come again 
to them before Easter, and proclaim the 
Gospel in their midst; and although 
the distance from this is great, and the 
journey difficult and expensive, 1 will 
comply with their request, that I may 
satisfy the hungry with the bread of 
eternal life. When Christ saw a num
ber o f people around Him suffering 
from bodily hunger, He said to His 
disciples, (Matt. xv. 32,) “ I have com
passion on the multitude.”  Shall we
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not be moved with the like compassion, 
when we see those round about us 
hungering and thirsting after spiritual 
food ? Surely we ought. Missionaries 
are sent to the most remote quarters of 
the earth, in order to convert unbeliev
ers ; why should not the same be done 
to nearer places, when we have here so 
many unbelievers, so many heathens ? 
Let us put our hand to the work, and 
preach the word of life in those districts 
in our own neighbourhood, which so 
much need it, in order that Christianity 
may no longer be traduced by those who 
assume the name of Christians, while 
in reality they are not Christians at all. 
In the present time a spirit of inquiry 
is stirred up every where ; all are long
ing after a deeper insight into truth. 
Doubtless there is, in conjunction with 
this spirit, much that grieves the true 
disciples of the Lord; but our trust is 
in the Almighty, who has built His 
Church on the firm foundation of truth, 
so that all the powers of hell cannot 
shake it. Let us fulfil our sacred duty, 
and the Lord will accomplish the rest. 
I will go wherever necessity calls, and 
will not be restrained from performing 
this duty by the fear of privation or 
persecution ; for many “ ask bread, and 
no man breaketh it to them.” (Lam. 
iv. 4.) It is in our times, and especial
ly in this country, as it was in the time 
o f Christ; and what our Lord said at 
that time is fully applicable to the pre
sent, that the harvest is plenteous and 
the labourers are few ; let us, therefore, 
pray to the Lord of the harvest that 
He would send forth true labourers. I 
trust that you, dear brother, will be 
able from time to time to send me such 
help as will enable me to journey to 
whatever place I may be called, and 
where it appears necessary for me to go.

I quite agree in the views expressed 
in your last letter. It would give us 
great pleasure to see you again in our 
midst, that we might be edified to
gether. The Lord bless and support 
us, and give success to our efforts. I 
salute the Christians in England. The 
peace of God be with us all.

J. C z E R S K I .

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .—The oldest Amer
ican Missionary now living in Constan
tinople, writes to two of his brethren 
in India, with whom he was associated 
in study when preparing for the Mis
sionary work, as follows,, and we give 
the extracts, both for their excellent

spirit, and for the items of intelligence 
contained in them.

Be of good cheer, brethren; the night 
is far spent; the morning cometh; the 
day is at hand ; let us be laying entire
ly aside what will answer only in the 
dark, and be putting on the garments 
which the light and the day require. 
I have learned several things, since 1 
saw you. 1. That a great deal of the 
religion I used to carry about with me, 
I had received from man, and not from 
the Spirit of God. 2. That sin is a more 
awful thing, and leads man infinitely 
farther from God and all'goodness, than 
I had supposed it possible. 3. That 
the direct influence of Satan over the 
minds o f men is incomparably more 
powerful and destructive, than I had 
been taught to believe. 4. That human 
suasion, human argument, human elo
quence, human efforts, education, civi
lization, &c. &c., have in themselves 
no more efficacy to raise dead sinners 
to life, than they have to call dead 
bodies out of their graves. O how im
potent do we find all these in lands 
unvisited by holy influences ! 5. That
the Gospel is all powerful, all precious. 
What language can express its power ! 
What words can tell its worth! You 
have seen in India and we have seen 
in Turkey what it can do, when preach
ed with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven. And not even all the glow
ing poetry of Isaiah exceeds the sober 
reality.

Our church organization thus far 
works well. No one has been excom
municated ; but two were for a while 
suspended. Five were added to the 
church last Sabbath, one of them a 
member of the female seminary. The 
communion is once in two months, and 
at every communion, since the church 
was organized, there have been addi
tions. Some of these have been taken 
up from the very bottom of nothing
ness and sin, (and even from below 
that, if lower still there be), and been 
raised up to sit in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus.

I am now writing a commentary, I 
will not say of the Bible, for I have no 
expectation of living to complete even 
one half of the New Testament. But, 
in all that 1 do, may I be assisted by 
that same unerring Spirit o f truth, 
under whose superintendence the Scrip
tures were written! I lay hold with
out any ceremony of all the thoughts 
and helps within my reach. In preach
ing I use only the Turkish, and most
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of my brethren use only the Armenian. 
They are both o f them mighty lan
guages, when the Holy Spirit puts 
power into the words ; otherwise, they 
are insipid enough. Mrs. Goodell in 
her old age is learning both these lan
guages. She had previously learned 
the Italian, Arabic, and Greek; but of 
these languages the Holy Spirit made 
no use; and therefore for the last two 
years, since she has had the temporal 
and general charge, and I the chap. 
laincy, of the female seminary, she has 
with all the vigor and success o f youth 
set about to acquire these two new 
languages. But we are both of us fail
ing, and we shall never be young again. 
Our younger brethren and sisters will 
increase, but we shall decrease. Well, 
so let it be. We would not wish it 
otherwise. But, as we see the day 
approaching, may we be more awake 
and in earnest, looking out for it, and 
hastening to meet i t !

Since I saw you, I have prayed with 
the ardent Byington in the woods among 
the Choctaws ; I have seen the beloved 
Fisk close his eyes on all below, and 
go to that bright world above ; and from 
my good brother Temple, with whom I 
studied nine years, with whom I roomed 
seven years, sitting at the same table,
I have been separated. The Providence 
o f God called upon him to return to 
America, and he returned, though hard 
to flesh and blood. He is a good man, 
and full of the Holy Ghost. May we 
be forever employed in the service of 
the King of kings, here and hereafter, 
in time and in eternity! Amen and 
Amen. Thus prays your ever affection
ate brother,

W. G o o d e l l .

NORTH AM ERICA.

M a s s a c r e  o f  a  M i s s i o n  F a m i l y  a t  
C o l u m b i a  R i v e r . —  By the English 
bark Jenet, Capt. Dring, from Columbia 
River, we have received a file of the 
Spectator, giving an account of a dread
ful massacre o f Dr. Whitman and 
others. An account of the melancholy 
affair is detailed in the following letter 
of an officer of the Hudson Bay Com
pany, to Mr. Castle, and which we have 
been requested to publish.

S. N. C a s t l e ,  E s q ,.
Sir— rt is with feelings indescribably 

painful that I hasten to communicate 
to you, for the information o f the Board 
o f Missions, intelligence of a disastrous 
event which lately occurred at the mis

sionary station o f Waiilatpu. Our es
timable friend Dr. Whitman, his amia
ble and accomplished lady and nine 
other men and youths in the mission 
employ, were murdered on the 29th 
ultimo, by the Cayuse Indians, with 
circumstances o f the most revolting 
cruelty. The lives o f the women and 
children, with the exception o f the 
lamented lady already named were 
spared. The mission being situated in 
the Cayuse country, they had a pecu
liar interest in protecting it from harm, 
in gratitude for past favours and for the 
blessings of religious instruction so 
assiduously dispensed to them and to 
their families; yet those very people, 
the objects of so much solicitude were 
alone concerned in effecting the de
struction of an establishment founded 
solely for their benefit. The Cayuse 
are the most treacherous and untracta- 
ble o f all the Indian tribes in this coun
try, and had on many former occasions 
alarmed the inmates of the mission by 
their tumultuous proceedings and fero
cious threats; but unfortunately these 
evidences of a brutal disposition were 
disregarded by their admirable pastor, 
and served only to arm him with a 
firmer resolution to do them good. He 
hoped that time and instruction would 
produce a change o f mind—a better 
state of feeling towards the mission; 
and he might have lived to see his 
hopes realized had not the measles and 
dysentery, following in the train of 
immigrants from the United States, 
made frightful ravages this year in the 
upper country, many Indians having 
been carried off through the violence 
of the disease and others through their 
own imprudence. The Cayuse Indians 
of Waiilatpu being sufferers in this 
general calamity, were incensed against 
Dr. Whitman for not exerting his sup
posed supernatural powers in saving 
their lives. They carried this absurd
ity beyond that point of folly. Their 
superstitious minds became possessed 
with the horrible suspicion that he was 
giving poison to the sick, instead of 
wholesome medicines, with the view of 
working the destruction of the tribe, 
their former cruelty probably adding 
strength to this suspicion. Still some 
of the more reflecting had confidence 
in Dr. Whitman’s integrity, and it was 
agreed to test the effects of the medi
cines he had furnished on three o f their 
people, one o f whom was said to be 
in perfect health. They unfortunately 
died, and from that moment it was re
solved to destroy the Mission. It was
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immediately after burying the remains 
of these three persons that they repaired 
to the mission and murdered every man 
found their.

This happened about two o’clock in 
the afternoon, the Indians arrived at the 
mission one after another, with their 
arms hid under their blankets. The 
doctor was at school with the children, 
the others were cutting up an ox they 
had just killed. When the Indians saw 
they were numerous enough to effect 
their object, they fell upon the poor 
victims, some with guns and others with 
hatchets, and their blood was soon 
streaming on all sides. Some of the 
Indians turned their attention towards 
the doctor; he received a pistol shot 
in the breast from one and a blow on 
the head with a hatchet from another. 
He had still strength enough remaining 
to reach a sofa, where he threw him
self down and expired. Mrs. Whitman 
was dragged from the garret, and mer
cilessly butchered at the door. Mr. 
Rogers was shot after his life had been 
granted to him; the women and chil
dren were also going to be murdered, 
when a voice was raised to ask for 
mercy in favour of those whom they 
thought innocent and their lives were 
spared. It is reported that a kind 
o f deposition made by Mr. Rogers in
creased the fury of this savage mob. 
Mr. Rogers was seized, was made to sit 
down, and then told that his life would 
be spared if  he made a full discovery 
of Dr. Whitman’s supposed treachery. 
That person then told the Indians that 
the doctor intended to poison them, 
that one night, when Mr. Spalding was 
at Waiilatpu, he heard them say that 
the Indians ought to be poisoned, in 
order that the Americans might take 
possession of their lands—that the doc
tor wished to poison them all at once, 
but that Mr. Spalding advised him to 
do it gradually. Mr. Rogers after this 
deposition was spared, but an Indian, 
who was not present, having seen him, 
fired at and killed him. An American 
made a similar deposition, adding that 
Mrs. Whitman was an accomplice, and 
that she deserved death as well as her 
husband. It appears that he concluded 
by saying that he would take the side 
of the Indians, and that he detested the 
Americans. An Indian then put a pis
tol into his hand, and said to him, if 
you tell the truth, you must prove it by 
shooting that young American; and 
this wretched apostate from his country 
fired upon the young man shown to 
him, and laid him dead at his feet. It

was upon the evidence of that Ameri
can that Mrs. Whitman was murdered, 
or she might have shared in the mercy 
extended to the other females and chil
dren.

Such are the details as far as known 
of that disastrous event and the causes 
which led to it. Mr. Rogers’ reported 
deposition, if  correct, is unworthy of 
belief, having been drawn from him by 
the fear of instant death. The other 
American who shed the blood of his 
own friend must be a villain o f the 
darkest dye, and ought to suffer for his 
aggravated crime.

On the 7th instant, Mr. Ogden pro
ceeded towards Walla Walla with a 
strong party of the Hudson’s Bay Com
pany’s servants to endeavour to prevent 
further evil.

Accompanying you will receive copy 
of a letter which I addressed to Gover
nor Abernethy, immediately after the 
arrival of the melancholy intelligence 
at this place.

All that can be collected will be con
sidered important by the friends o f doc
tor and Mrs. Whitman in the United 
States, who will be anxious to learn 
every particular concerning their tragic 
fate. It will be a satisfaction for them 
to know that these eminent servants of 
God were faithful in their lives, though 
we have to deplore the melancholy cir
cumstances which accompanied their 
departure from this world of trial.

I remain, Sir,
Your very obedient servant,

J a m e s  D o u g l a s .

The following is a list of those killed, 
which we copy from the Spectator, 
of December 10:

1 Doctor Whitman,
2 Mrs. Whitman,
3 Mr. Rogers,
4 Mr. Hofman,
5 Mr. Sanders, (Schoolmaster,)
6 Mr. Osborne, (Carpenter,)
7 Mr. Marsh,
9 Frs. Sa fen J  Brothers-youths,

10 Mr. Canfield, (Blacksmith,)
11 Mr. --------- , (a Sailor.)
Besides three that were wounded, 

more or less, Messrs. Hall, Kemble, and 
another whose name I cannot learn.

W. McB.
An account o f this massacre was 

immediately made the subject of an 
official report to the Legislature of Ore
gon, by Governor Abernethy, A bill
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was passed to authorize the Governor to 
call out 500 troops, volunteers. A com
pany was soon organized, and H. A. G. 
Lee chosen captain.

What casts a shade o f still deeper 
gloom over the affair, is that serious 
fears are entertained that the -mission
aries at the other stations may have met 
with a similar fate. We shall anxiously 
wait for additional neAV s from that 
quarter.—Friend.

©rfental.
S o r a t .—We regret to learn that one 

of the results of the attempted conver. 
sion of Nesserwanjee Manockjee at Su
rat, has been that the Parsee Punchayet 
has assembled, and issued orders for
bidding the attendance of Parsee boys 
at the Missionary School, under the su
perintendence o f the Rev. Mr. Mont
gomery. By the last accounts all the 
Parsee scholars had left except one, and 
this boy was expected shortly to take 
his departure too. At the same time 
there was no lack of other pupils—as 
many as thirty-nine being on the books. 
O f course the Missionaries cannot be 
surprised at the withdrawal of the Par
see boys. Whenever a convert is made, 
the seminary where he has received 
his tuition must be expected to be for 
a time abandoned. It was so in Mad
ras on the occasion o f the conversion 
o f one or two Hindu children : it has 
been so in Calcutta and in Bombay. 
After the cloud has blown over, the 
pupils will no doubt return. The love 
of education is stronger than the fear 
o f conversion.

S O U T H E R N  IN D IA .

L o n d o n  M i s s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y .—We 
have been favoured with the Report, 
for 1847, o f the Madras District Com
mittee Western Division, of this lead
ing Missionary Society. This Division 
embraces, it appears, Bellary, where 
are the Rev. W . Thompson and Rev. 
J. S .  Wardlaw, a . m . ; Mysore, where is 
the Rev. C. Campbell, b . a . ;  Banga
lore, at which were Rev. £ . Crisp, now 
absent in England, Rev. J. B. Coles and 
Rev. J. Sugden, b . a . ,  and Belgaum, 
having as missionaries, Rev. J. Taylor 
and Rev. W. Beynon. There are thus, 
or were last year, nine missionaries 
from this Society in the parts of the

field here mentioned. There are two 
other divisions—the Eastern, of which 
Madras is the centre, and embracing 
Vizagapatam, Cuddapah, Salem, Com- 
baconum, & c .; and the Southern, of 
which the missionaries are at Nager- 
coil, Neyoor, Cochin, Quilon, making 
in all about thirty missionaries in the 
Madras Presidency from this Society.

In the Western Division, the labours 
at all the stations seem much like those 
mentioned in the notice o f the Cana- 
rese Department at Bangalore—that is, 
they are divided into—stated preach
ing to the Christian congregations— 
proclamation of the Gospel to the hea
then— circulation of Scriptures and 
tracts—education of the young—trans
lating the Scriptures and preparation 
of books.

All the missionaries seem to make 
preaching their great object, while they 
are also successfully engaged in Edu
cation, and several of them much occu
pied in translating the Scriptures. Be
sides Vernacular Schools—which seem 
to amount to upwards o f twenty for 
boys and girls—there are Boarding and 
Orphan Schools for boys and girls at 
Bellary—a Boarding School for girls 
at Mysore—Boarding Schools for boys 
and girls at Bangalore—an English and 
Canarese School at the same place— 
an English School at Belgaum—Ward
law Institution at Bellary—and Theo
logical Seminary at Bangalore.

The latter is not large, but seems to 
be efficient. In the report o f the Ex
aminers in June 1847, the Rev. W. H. 
Drew, and Rev. J. S. Wardlaw, it is 
stated—

It has afforded us much pleasure to 
be present at the Examination o f the 
Bangalore Seminary, and take part in 
its proceedings; and we gladly record 
our satisfaction with the progress made 
by the students in the several branches 
of learning to which their attention has 
been directed. We were particularly 
pleased with their knowledge of Theo
logical subjects, and the ready and ac
curate manner in which they referred 
to the Word o f God in support of their 
opinions.

They have laid a good foundation in 
Sanscrit, and their proficiency in Clas
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sical Tamil was highly gratifying. Their 
acquaintance with English was limit
ed, but, considering the disadvantages 
of their previous circumstances, very 
encouraging. The whole Examination, 
which occupied a considerable part o f 
four successive days, reflected great 
credit on the esteemed Tutors, and gave 
on the part o f the Students, indication 
of much diligence, and cheering promise 
of future usefulness.

On the fourth day the Examination 
was confined to those who are now 
leaving the Institution. They were 
questioned, carefully and closely, on 
the great doctrines of the Divinity and 
Atonement o f Christ, and the Person
ality and Divinity o f the Holy Spirit; 
also on Jewish Antiquities and Pastoral 
Theology.

Concerning this valuable institution 
it is said in the Report—

At the commencement of the present 
year, there were thirteen students in 
the Institution. O f these, five com
pleted their term of study and were 
dismissed with favourable certificates 
after the last Annual Examination. 
They have returned to the several sta
tions from which they were originally 
sent; namely, two to Madras, two to 
Coimbatoor, and one to the Canarese 
department of this Mission; and it is 
our happiness to know, that they are 
all actively engaged in the great work 
o f making known the Gospel to the 
heathen. During the year, we have 
received but two accessions to our num
ber, so that at present we have only 
ten students, o f  whom seven will leave 
in June next.

We regret that the institution has 
been deprived of the valuable services 
of the Rev. Edmund Crisp, who had 
been connected with it, as Principal, 
from the commencement. He has been 
obliged to return to England on ac
count of the continued illness of Mrs. 
Crisp.

The Wardlaw Institution and the 
English School at Belgaum appear to 
be flourishing Schools, giving a good 
education, which embraces some of the 
higher branches, as well as English 
reading and writing. The number of 
students on the lists is stated to be 77 
in the former and 90 in the latter.

The Native churches at none o f these 
Vol. V I— No. 7.

stations are large, and what may appear 
singular to some—as they are none of 
them in a Tamil country—the mem
bers are nearly all Tamilians. This is 
to be accounted for, no doubt, by the 
much longer time that Christianity has 
had a footing among this division of 
the great Indian family, and the fact 
that the Native troops, and much more 
the followers of the army and servants 
of the officers, are composed in great 
part of Tamilians. The Tamil popu
lation is on these accounts compara
tively large at the cantonments, even 
in the midst of those speaking another 
tongue. Separated in a measure from 
their relatives, and with opportunities 
for getting portions of Scripture and 
religious books—which abound more in 
Tamil than in any other Indian lan
guage—it is not perhaps a matter of 
surprise, that there should be a large 
proportion o f conversions among this 
class, even in a Telugu or Canarese 
country.

We notice that at Bellary the Report 
speaks only of the Tamil Church, and 
that the Wardlaw Institution is compos
ed mostly of Tamil lads, though in the 
midst of Telugus and Canarese. At 
Mysore says Mr. Coles,

All the members o f our small native 
Church (with the exception of Josiah, 
our native teacher and his wife, who 
are Telugu) are Tamil, so that we 
have not yet even begun to gather the 
first fruits unto God, o f the people for 
whose special benefit we are called 
to labour. We have a few united in 
Church fellowship, some o f whom at 
least are “ walking in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost;”  but they are foreigners in this 
part of the country. We have our 
Canarese day schools, in which the 
boys are acquiring much religious and 
valuable knowledge ; but none of them 
seem yet to be savingly impressed with 
the truth, which has been so repeatedly 
brought before their minds. The know
ledge of the Gospel is widely spread; 
the nature of our message is clearly 
comprehended by many; the minds of 
not a few are much unsettled with re
gard to the religion of their forefathers; 
and here and there some appear almost 
persuaded to be Christians, who are still 
deterred from coming forward through 

M 2
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fear of persecution pr the love o f this 
evil world. But with all this, we look 
in vain among the Canarese people, 
either young or old, for those who are 
truly anxious for the salvation of their 
souls, and who are disposed with all 
their hearts to turn unto the Lord. 
And as this is the grand object o f all 
our desires, our labours and our pray
ers, we feel dissatisfied trll it is in some 
degree accomplished. We cannot rest 
contented with the thought that a great 
deal o f preparatory work has been done, 
and is being done, though we would not 
be unthankful even for this. But we 
feel deeply grieved that after nine years 
labour in Mysore no souls (o f  the Cana
rese people) have to our knowledge, 
been “ plucked as brands from the burn
ing,”  and that none have yet been in
duced to come forward to be witnesses 
for the true God to their idolatrous 
countrymen. The cause of Satan still 
prevails, and we have still to cry “ Who 
hath believed our report ? and to whom 
is the arm of the Lord revealed

The lamentation which Mr. Coles 
thus takes up, might with some modifi
cations be taken up, and re-echoed, by 
almost every missionary in India; and 
yet when we consider how that the 
leaven of at least a nominal Christ
ianity has spread among the Tamilians, 
from the feeble efforts o f a few o f God’s 
servants commencing their labours near 
the beginning o f last century, and when 
at the commencement of the present the 
effects of their labours—which seemed 
dying out— were revived by greatly in
creased companies o f evangelical work
men whose efforts God has blessed 
to the conversion of thousands, we 
may certainly “ thank God and take 
courage,”  Tamil Christians are found 
in Burmah, and Bombay, perhaps also 
in Calcutta, Singapore and China, as 
well as scattered throughout almost 
every part o f Southern and Western 
India; and the number of converts 
speaking this language is probably 
greater than that o f all other Hindus 
together. It is some ten or twenty 
times greater than all others in the 
Madras and Bombay Presidency.

The Mission at Bellary sustained in 
course of last year, a severe trial in 
the death o f the Native Pastor o f  the

Tamil Church—the Rev. Isaac David. 
The Report says of him—

The loss sustained in his removal is 
great ; great to us personally, for there 
was every thing about him to endear 
him to us, as a friend and brother in 
Christ; great to the church of which 
he had been so many years pastor, for 
seldom has a flock been deprived of one 
more solicitous for their spiritual wel
fare—“ watching for their souls, as one 
who must give account —and great as 
regards the interests of the mission, 
generally, for he was “ ready to every 
good work,”  and joyfully lent his aid, 
whether by counsel or otherwise, to
wards the promotion of whatever plan 
might be tried for the “ furtherance of 
the Gospel”  among the Heathen.

He was, we believe, a low caste 
man, as the Hindus reckon caste ; but 
he seems to have been one o f Nature’s 
Noblemen, or rather one ennobled and 
elevated by grace, though without the 
aid of much human learning. He was, 
from accounts, that kind o f Pastor 
which we most desire to see in the 
Native Churches—taught by the Spirit 
of God and “ resolved to know nothing 
but Jesus Christ and him crucified.”

From what is said about a successor 
to this Native Pastor—the expression 
o f an earnest desire that the Church 
may be lead to the choice as Pastor 
of one o f the two Native Teachers now 
labouring with it—we infer that our 
brethren at Bellary are much in ad
vance o f most other missionaries in 
India in this respect. It must be so, 
if the church is in a state to choose 
its own Pastor, and then to be left 
to govern itself. I f  also self-support
ing there must be great encourage
ment. Perhaps the fact o f its being a 
Tamil Church, and the missionaries 
themselves not preaching in that lan
guage, is one reason for entrusting it 
to a Native Pastor. To find those 
who may be thus trusted—both people 
and pastors—is a great desideratum in 
most missions.

We have not noticed all the branches 
of labour in this mission—such as itin
eracy among the heathen—the opera
tions of the press—and the valuable aid 
furnished by the brethren in translat-
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mg the Scriptures, both in Telugu and 
Canareae—as our space does not admit 
o f such amplification. Nor can we 
state distinctly the number o f  children 
and youth under instruction, as the 
statistics are not all given. The num
ber of church members, if  we rightly 
understand the statements, is 132; who 
are as mentioned above nearly all 
Tamilians.

The Report is suggestive of impor
tant thoughts and in most respects 
encouraging. We commend its peru
sal to such o f our readers as may be 
able to obtain it, and close with the 
following notice of two Romanists bap
tized by the Rev. Mr. Crisp at Banga
lore, in November last.

Yesu Adian, a drummer in the 14th 
Regiment N. 1. lately a Roman Catho
lic, has been led by the mercy of God 
to abandon the superstitions of that 
false faith, and to put his trust in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It appears that 
whilst going about with his Regiment, 
he was led to notice the great similarity 
between the idolatrous ceremonies of 
his own communion and those o f the 
heathen. On his arrival at Bangalore, 
being in the habit o f teaching a few 
children who on the Sabbath afternoon 
had to attend at the chapel to be ca
techised by the priest, he was one day 
surprised by the children telling him 
that the priest had told them not to 
worship images, which he knew to be 
the almost universal practice among his 
acquaintances. In the course of read
ing Beschin’s Nyana Muyarchi, ( Spi
ritual exercises)  he was further surprised 
at seeing a passage in which it is in
timated that the blood of Christ alone 
can take away sin, and that the severe 
penance of the Virgin, and of all the 
saints, even for millions o f years, could 
not remove it, and further that the 
guilt of one mortal sin is greater than 
the accumulated virtue o f the saints. 
Struck by these things and by the 
phraseology of one or two prayers in 
their formulary, he was led to see 
that there was a contrast between the 
ordinary teaching of the church of 
Rome with the practices of those in its 
communion, and the truth as it is in 
Jesus. His convictions were strength
ened by reading the Word o f God, 
and the priest was unable to shake his 
resolution. The Spirit of God led him, 
and made him the instrument in a great 
measure of bringing another his com

panion, whose mind was exercised on 
the same subject, but who could riot 
read to know the truth, and both were 
baptized in November 28, 1847, by our 
brother Mr. Crisp.

On the same occasion another indi
vidual also renounced publicly the er
rors of the Roman Apostacy. He was 
born at Bellary and had enjoyed the 
privilege of intercourse with our late 
esteemed brother Mr. Flavel, by a bless
ing on Whose teaching his mind was 
thoroughly disposed to leave the Ro
mish communion, but he was hindered 
from carrying out his resolution by his 
mother. Subsequently he removed, in 
the providence of God, to Mangalore, 
where he enjoyed the instruction of 
our German missionary brethren; and 
the desire which had been dormant in 
his breast revived, but before he could 
accomplish it he was brought to this 
place, and again by living with his 
brother placed in circumstances o f dif
ficulty. His relatives and friends made 
every effort to retain him, and among 
other expedients took him to the bishop, 
who tried to shake his faith in vain. 
He also received the rite of Christian 
baptism, and will we trust walk in the 
obedience of the faith o f Christ.

M A D R A S .

F r i e n d  in  N e e d  S o c i e t y .—A pub
lic meeting of this valuable Institution 
was held in the Scottish Church, on 
the eighteenth of May, J. F. Thomas, 
Esq. in the chair. An interesting re
port was read by the President o f the 
Society, the Rev. G. W. Mahon, A . m . 
detailing its progress since the intro
duction, more than two years ago, of 
the new system requiring all applicants 
for charity who are able to work to do 
so, or receive nothing from the funds ; 
and the success which has attended the 
efforts to build suitable work-shops, 
both for men and women. One build
ing has been completed, and another, in 
its immediate vicinity will ere long be 
ready to receive inmates. The work
ing of the new system, with some modi
fication o f the original plan, has been 
found very satisfactory. The Society 
is however in debt about Rupees 3500, 
on account principally of the large out
lay for buildings; and it neèds mor» 
liberal support.

Besides a clear and appropriate state-
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ment from the chair o f  the objects of 
the society, and the proposed advan
tages of the new system, in encourag
ing industry and discouraging volun
tary pauperism, short but impressive 
addresses were made by the Hon. 
Daniel Eliott, Lieut. Col. Alexander, 
Major Maclean and Mr. P. Carstairs, 
Mr. Eliott congratulated the meeting 
on the adoption o f the new plan, from 
the success which had attended a similar 
effort in Calcutta. Col. Alexander re
minded the meeting that the poor are 
a legacy o f Christ to his Church, and 
that those who have the means to give 
should be careful not to harden their 
hearts against their poor brother. He 
advised, that as street begging is dis
countenanced, those who refuse appli
cations on this account, be careful to 
give what they thus save to the Socie
ty; that they may not be influenced 
by covetousness in refusing. Major 
Maclean thought that the improvement 
in the Society’s plan should lead its 
supporters to increase their subscrip
tions—that all should give, to this chari
ty and others, according to their means; 
increasing and not, as is too often the 
case, diminishing the amount with the 
increase of their income. I f  God has 
a controversy with the English nation, 
he feared it was because rank and 
noisome poverty were allowed to so 
great an extent to vegetate by the side 
of unrestrained and unpitying luxury. 
Mr. Carstairs especially alluded to the 
value of the female department of the 
workshop, and moved the thanks o f the 
meeting to the Committee o f Ladies, 
who so disinterestedly superintend that 
and the school for young ̂ children at
tached to it, and found very useful.

The meeting was very respectably, 
though not numerously, attended, and 
it is hoped a new inpulse was given 
to the vigorous proscecution o f this 
interesting charity. We would urge 
our readers to lend their aid, as they 
are able, for the Society is really in 
want. The delay in giving this little 
notice, which was intended for our 
last number but mislaid, enables us to 
■press the claims o f the Society ; for

it is still in debt. »‘Blessed is he that 
considereth the poor.”

S t . A n d r e w ’ s  S c h o o l .—The Re
port o f this Institution for 1847—48, 
has just been issued. We can do no 
more than give it a very hurried notice, 
without delaying a month, which we 
are unwilling to do ; as the funds of 
the establishment need the attention of 
its friends. We are sorry to find that 
while flourishing in all other respects, 
its receipts from subscriptions have fal
len off, so that it is in arrears about 
Rupees 1500, which debt ought not 
long to remain. This embarrassment 
is not caused by any want of con
fidence in the Institution, for it never 
stood higher, but in a great measure 
probably by the changing state of 
Society in India — the removal of 
friends and supporters whose place 
has not been supplied by others; 
owing perhaps to the backwardness 
of its conductors to press its claims. 
We shall be glad if the Report now 
sent out have the effect to fill up 
the deficient list o f subscribers.

The Report is short, but there is 
multum in parvo, so that it may be easi
ly read, and read with pleasure ; which 
is not the case with all Reports. As 
to the religious and secular education 
imparted in the School—the first is 
truly Biblical, and free from sectarian
ism. As a proof o f this not only are 
the studies mentioned, but it is stated 
that although the school is entirely 
controlled by Presbyterians, there are 
on the list of pupils 62 Episcopalians, 
and only 20 Presbyterians, the remain
ing 11 being Wesleyans, Romanists, 
Armenians, and Hindus.

The secular instruction imparted is 
said to consist chiefly o f the following 
branches—

English Reading, Spelling, and Gram
mar; History and Geography; Arith
metic, Algebra, and Writing; and for 
the more advanced classes, English 
composition, Mathematics, Latin, Greek 
and the Elements o f Natural Philoso
phy. The pupils are also instructed 
in the philological derivation o f words, 
in writing to dictation, and original
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composition, and in elocution and re
citation.

Tamil and Telugu are also taught un
der competent instructors; and Draw
ing to a select class.

The average attendance o f pupils 
has been 85, and the number on the 
roll 96, which, deducting the girls re
moved to a separate establishment, is 
about the average of former years.

The Report urges the claims o f the 
Institution to support, not only from 
its catholic character, but from its 
affording a comparatively cheap, while 
yet “ a complete and efficient—European 
Education." It is intended to be ac
cessible to the middle, and as far as 
possible, even to the poorer classes o f  
Society. The fees are stated to be less 
than those o f any similar place o f 
education in Madras. The Committee 
might increase their funds by raising 
the fees, but that would exclude many 
from the benefits designed.

The Committee very properly con
sider that they have a claim not only 
on the congregation with which the 
school is connected, and who contri
bute seat rents and voluntary subscrip
tions, but on other classes of Christians, 
as other classes are benefited ; and not 
only on those who have large incomes,

but also on the East Indian community, 
inasmuch as the School exists in a great 
measure for them.

We can only add the closing para
graph of the Report, and commend 
the object, especially to the notice of 
the friends o f 11 a useful and practical 
Education'’ at Madras.

Not only then, to their own country
men and fellow worshippers—but to 
their Christian brethren of every name 
—to the friends of liberal and enlight
ened education—to the public commu
nity in general—to all according to 
their means—the Committee feel war
ranted in respectfully, but earnestly, 
commending the claims of the Institu
tion with which they are connected, 
and which, in order to be maintained 
in useful and efficient operation, so 
urgently requires, at present, an in
creased amount o f public support. It 
will ever be their anxious endeavour to 
promote the temporal and spiritual wel
fare of the young persons, of whatever 
class or name, who may be committed 
to the care of their Teacher and them
selves ; as it will ever be their earnest 
prayer, that, that Great Teacher, who 
“ suffereth” even the “ little children to 
come unto Him,”  and forbids them not, 
may Himself teach them savingly, and 
to profit; and may so “ satisfy them 
early with His mercy,”  that they “ may 
rejoice and be glad all their days.”

IStotntg of ttjt JWontlj.

E u r o p e  still presents a varied and 
troubled aspect. The turbulence of 
merely political agitation has, indeed, 
comparatively subsided. There has 
been a lull in the tempest of revolu
tion. The storm has blown itself out, 
having done its work—for the present. 
But not improbably, as in the tropical 
hurricane, the intermediate calm only 
precedes a more violent outbreak from 
another, and unexpected quarter. A 
sterner element also now mingles in

the conflict. The moral has been suc
ceeded by the physical strife. Now

“ Murder bares her arm, and rampant war 
Yokes the red dragons of her iron car."

Prussia and Denmark have formally 
entered the lists against each other, in 
order to decide their disputes by an ap
peal to “ the last”  fatal, and irrational 
“ logic of kings.”  Familiar as it is, what 
a strange and savage resource to be 
adopted by civilized and enlightened 
nations! Besides all the criminality
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it involves, how deeply and deplor
ably does man—rational and immortal 
man—the being made in the image of 
God—lower and degrade himself by 
stooping to the remedy of mere brute 
force—sinking himself to the level of 
the beasts that perish !

In the present conflict we cannot 
help having some sympathy for Den
mark, that gallant little state, scarce
ly larger than a continental province, 
braving single-handed the force not 
only o f Prussia, but of the whole 
Germanic Confederation. And Eng
land too owes her some reparation for 
certain “ untoward events”  of the past. 
But the contest, on the part of the 
Danes, however bravely protracted, 
must be ultimately in vain; and we 
fear too, from what we can gather of 
the merits o f the dispute, that they 
have not the best or justest side of 
the argument.

Whether the present contest in the 
north, or that in another part of Eu
rope, will involve the great continental 
powers in general conflict, we do not 
pretend to say. We do not assume 
the mantle o f political prophecy ; still 
less do we presume, like some o f our 
cotemporaries, to discover, in the actions 
fought in Lombardy and Holstein, and 
the riots o f Berlin and Vienna, the 
literal fulfilment of certain verses in 
Revelation, or the “ undoubted signs 
o f  the near approach of the end o f the 
world.’ ’ t1* We see in such occurrences 
only “ a part o f His ways”  who is the 
infinite and unsearchable God—a single 
link in the mighty chain o f His provi
dence ; and for ought we know, a 
“ part”  as comparatively insignificant 
in relation to the final destinies o f the 
world, as a squabble in a village, or 
a contest for a paddy field, would be 
to the stability of the empire of India. 
We know, however, and it is enough 
for us to know, that “ the Most High 
ruleth in the kingdom of men, and 
giveth it unto whomsoever he will 
and that not a change shall take place

(1) Ach.Ul Herald April 21, quoted in Madrcu 
Christian Herald of Jane 21 ; the London Record 
ha* also been indulging in similar vaticinations.

in the brief and passing kingdoms of 
this world that shall not finally con
duce to the setting up o f that kingdom 
that shall never be moved.

In London the May-meetings had, as 
usual, been begun to be held ; but we 
have as yet received no particulars re
garding them. We hope to be able to 
remedy this deficiency in thè Intelli
gence department o f our next number.

On the 12th ultimo, the present 
Governor of Madras presided at the 
annual distribution o f prizes to the 
pupils of the High School and Uni
versity. The address which his Ex
cellency then delivered has been hail
ed with general congratulation by the 
public press. Assuming that his sen
timents have been rightly interpret
ed, and that they indicate the course 
which he intends officially to pursue 
with regard to education, we entirely 
agree with the doctrine that, especially 
in this country, the “ general and prac
tical education of the masses”  is pre
ferable to the “ select education o f the 
few.”  It is the opinion which we have 
ourselves always held on the subject, 
and one of our chief objections to the 
Madras University has ever been that, 
the system o f instruction pursued at 
that Institution is in direct opposition to 
the one now stated—the former being 
an exemplification of that “ blundering 
system of mental horticulture,”  which, 
in relation to a different aspect o f 
the question, we formerly described as 
“ cultivating to excess one portion of 
the soil, yet leaving the rest in a state 
of nature, utterly wild and neglected; 
erecting here a hothouse for forcing 
on”  a few “ intellectual exotics, leav
ing all else around a rank unweed
ed wilderness.’V2) We shall certainly 
be glad to find that the less ambitious, 
but more useful, educational system an
nounced by Sir H. Pottinger is actu
ally to be carried into operation; but 
we cannot refrain from a quiet smile 
in our sleeve, when we observe how 
entirely the particular point now men
tioned—the direct antagonism of the 
system of the present Governor to that

<?) Instructor, V ol. V . No, 6, p. 225.
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of the University—is passed over in 
profound and prudent silence by those 
public journals which were always so 
ready to detect and censure the slight
est appearance of opposition, or even 
o f indifference to that Institution on 
the part of the late Government o f this 
presidency. Had the sentiments utter
ed by Sir H. Pottinger come from the 
lips of Lord Tweeddale, how different 
the reception they would have met with. 
It only shows how prone men are to 
judge of truth, not according to what it 
is itself, but according to their opinion 
of the person who utters it; for it is 
well known that the sentiments and 
views o f the late Governor o f Madras 
as to the diffusion o f a general prac
tical education among the people were, 
so far as secular instruction was con
cerned, entirely the same as those now 
avowed by his successor.

The old question as to the propriety 
of the official servants of Government 
participating, in their private capacity, 
in the public proceedings of mission
ary and other religious societies, has 
been lately revived, and discussed, we 
think, on most sides, with a somewhat 
superabundant amount o f argumenta
tion and verbosity. The real question 
lies within a very small compass. The 
application of the principles o f reli
gious toleration must be mutual and 
reciprocal: they are not to be exercised 
only in favour o f one party. The tol
eration o f the party tolerated cannot 
be allowed to infringe on the religious 
rights o f the party tolerating: the tol
erance given to Hindus cannot be so 
exercised as to become intolerance to
wards Christians; the religious con
victions o f the latter being entitled to, 
at least, as much respect as those of the 
former. Moreover, toleration essential
ly implies (unless it is a mockery, and 
not a reality) that every man is free 
only to hold his own opinions, but not 
also to act upon them—to avow, recom
mend, and diffuse them, provided he 
does so, not by force, or compulsion, 
but by the exercise o f verbal and moral 
suasion, and other legitimate means. 
But to forbid a Christian servant of

Government from participating, in his 
private capacity, in the public proceed
ings of missions—in other words, from 
using legitimate means for recommend
ing and diffusing his religious opinions 
—is an unequivocal interference with 
that man’s religious liberty—an in
fringement, in his person, of the rights 
of conscience—an attempt to prevent 
him from practically following the reli
gious convictions which he is profes
sedly allowed to follow; it is, in short, 
a direct act o f intolerance—a denial to 
the Christian o f the very right insist
ed on for the Hindu. Nay, carry 
the principle out to its legitimate re
sults, and where is it to stop ? On 
the very same grounds, all public wor
ship on the part o f Christians must 
be prohibited; for besides all that, dur
ing divine service, is read and preach
ed, from the Bible, as to the sin o f 
idolatry, the overthrow of heathenism, 
the conversion of the gentiles, the duty 
o f propagating the Gospel, &c., no 
Christian official can go to Church, and 
can join in its devotions, without pub
licly praying that the “ kingdom” o f 
Christ “ may come,”  that “ Jews, Turks, 
Infidels,”  &c. may be converted—in 
other words, that the religious systems 
of Hindus and Mohammetans may be 
virtually destroyed. This is donepub- 
licly ;  every Hindu may hear it, or know 
it ; and the man who does it is a servant 
of Government, and continues “ clothed 
with his official rank”  while doing it. 
But this, o f course, is an insult to 
the religious convictions of Hindus—a 
direct and public assault upon their 
creed; and consequently, if the princi
ples of our opponents be correct, it must 
be equally prohibited as an infringe
ment o f the toleration to which Hindu
ism is entitled. Only admit these prin
ciples, and on the very same grounds 
on which you forbid Christian officials 
from frequenting Missionary Meetings, 
you must forbid them attending Christ
ian churches—from worshipping God 
according to their conscience. And 
this is toleration! We pity those 
who can avow such principles; who, 
while professing themselves the advo
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cates of liberal opinions, and the vindi- 
cators o f religious liberty, are in reality 
contending for principles which neces* 
sarily and essentially involve the exer
cise o f the most unjust and intolerant 
bigotry. Let us have toleration, by 
all means; but let us have it on both

sides; let it be exercised towards the 
Christian as well as towards the Mus
sulman and Hindu; let not the “ re
spect”  to be paid to the religious pre
judices o f the latter ever be dared or 
attempted to be made an infringement 
of the religiouB freedom of the former.

©fiitttara.

D i e d  at the house of Mr. E. Mahoney, Royapooram, on the 3d ultimo, 
the Rev. Mr. S c h m e i s s e r ,  German Missionary from Tranquebar. Our de
parted Brother had been but little more than a year in the country. He 
left Tranquebar accompanied by Mr. W olff of the same mission, intending 
to try a voyage to the Cape in pursuit o f health, but was arrested by the 
hand o f death in four days after his arrival here. He was not found 
unprepared. “ Blessed is he that watcheth.”

ECCLESIASTICAL MOVEMENTS.

B o m b a y .—The Rev. W. Porter o f the Mission o f the American Presbyterian 
Church (O. S.) at Loodiana, sailed a few days ago from Bombay, with two of 
his children, for Liverpool, from which he intends to take his passage to his 
native land.

The Rev. James Aitken o f the Free Church o f Scotland’s Mission in the 
Dakhan, (Deccan) returned from Europe in the steamer Jltalanta, on the 7th 
o f March, having been absent from India little more than two years on 
account o f his health, which, we are happy to state, has of late been much 
improved.— Christian Observer.

m onthly Missionary P rayer Meeting:.

T h e  Address at the last Meeting was by the Rev. T .  C. P a g e . The next 
Prayer Meeting will be held on Monday, the 3d instant, in the Hall o f  the 
Free Church Institution, on the Esplanade; the Address to be delivered by 
the Rev. R. K. H a m i l t o n , a . s i .

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS.

T h e  letter o f a “ A German”  has been received, but too late for insertion 
in our present issue.



N O T IC E S  O F M E E T IN G S .

Th e Missionary Prayer Meeting is held, in rotation, at the Scotch Church, Davidson Street Chapel, 
Wesleyan Chapel, Free General Assembly’s Institution, and American Mission Cliurch, Chintadrepettah, 
on the first Monday evening o f  each month.

The Missionary Conference is held alternately at the houses o f the Members on the second Monday
evening of each month.

The General Committee o f  the Bible Society meet at the Depository Rooms, at six o’clock P . m .  on 
the third Monday of each month.

The General Committee o f  the Tract and Book Society meet at the Office o f  Messrs. Bainbridge
A n d  Co., a t  six o’clock p .  m . ,  on the last Monday o f each month.

M A D R A S  A U X I L I A R Y  B IB L E  SO C IE T Y .

Statement of Subscriptions, &c. received from the undermentioned parties for the 
Madras Auxiliary Bible Society, from the 16th May to the 19th June, 1848.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Rev. J. Anderson, for 1848, 
Miss Austin, do.
Major W. T. Brett,
F. M. Biggs, Esq.
Rev. W. Grant,
Rev. R. Johnston,
Mr. W. Komareck,
Captain T. Lavie,
Rev. W. H. Drew,
T. H. Davidson, Esq.
J. Goldingham, Esq.
Rev. J. H. Elouis,
Rev. G. H. Evans,
Rev. F. G. Lugard,
Mr. J. Fonceca, April 
Mr. R. Twigg, Feb. & Mar. do. 
Mr. H. Fox, May and June, do. 
A. Boswell, Esq. February, do. 
L. Miller, Esq. March,

April and May,
Mr. W. T. Huntley, April,
A Friend, May,
Mr. C. A. Johnston, May,
Mr. G. E. Johnston, do.
C. M. P. Boanerges, March 

and April, do.
Mr. H. W. Branson, May, do. 
Mr. W. C. Boyton, June, do.
J. W. Branson, Esq. do.
Mr. T. B. Clarke, do.
Captain J. H. Bell, do.
Captain F. H. Seott, do.
Lieut. N. Hobart, do.
Mr. W. Fitzgerald, do.
Mr. J. Huffton, do.
Mr. R. Jones, do.
Miss R. Spencer, do.
Capt. T. Thompson, do.
Mr. J. Holt, do.
Miss Cameron, do.
Mr. R. Thompson, do.
Mrs. M. Skillern, do.
Store Serjt. I. Revis, do.
Miss Howard, do.
J. Gordon, Esq. do.
Capt. W. H. Horseley,
J. G. Seymer, Esq. March 

to May,

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

do.

R8. A . P. 
20 0 0 
12 0 0 
SO 0 0 
20 0 0 
20  0 0 
12 0 0 
6 0 0 

35 0 0 
12 0  0 

100 0 0 
100 0 0 

10 0 0 
15 0 0 

'20  0 0
1 0 0 
1 0 0
2 0 0 
1 0 0
3 0 0 
1 0 0
0 4 0
1 0 0 
1 0 0
1 0 0 
0 8 0 
1 0 0 
5 0 0 
1 0 0
4 0 0 
2 0 0 
3 0 0
0 8 0

D. Mackenzie, Esq. 
Rev. T. G. Ragland, 
G. Walker, Esq.

RS. A. P.
1848, 30 0 0 
do. 20 0 0 
do. 20 0 0

Rupees 597 
Collected at Masulipatam, by 

Lieut. A. Tod,
R. Alexander, Esq. April and 

May, 1848,
47 th Regiment.

Major J. Blaxland, April, 1848, 
Capt. C. Taylor, do. do.
Capt J. H. Kennedy, do.
Capt. J. E. Hughes, do.
Lieut. H. D. Innes, do.
Lieut. D. G. Pollard, do.
Lieut. H. G. W. Rich, do.
Lieut. S. Taylor, do.
Ensign T. Parkinson, do.

42d Regiment.
Major J. Fitzgerald,

May,
Capt. C. Maeleod,
Lieut. A. Tod,
Mr. B. DePrazer,
Mr. W. Lodge,
Mr. F. Lincoln,
Mr. J. W. Taylor,
Mr. Davidson,
Mr. T. Darling,
Mrs. M. A. Roberts,
Rev. J. E. Sharkey.
Rev. R. T. Noble,

do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.
do.

1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 8 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 8 0 
1 0  0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 

50 0 0
6 0 0

4 0

4 0 0

1 0 0
2 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
2 0 0

16 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 0
1 0 0

April and
do. 4 0 0

do. do. 4 0 0
do. do. 10 0 0
do. do. 1 0 0
do. do. 1 0 0
do. do. 2 0 0
do. do. 1 0 0
do. do. 1 0 0
do. do. 2 0 0
do. do. 1 0 0
do. do. 2 0 0
do. do. 1 0 0

Rupees 60 0 0 
d o n a t i o n s .

His Excellency Sir Geo. Berkley, 
k . c .  b . Commander in Chief, 50 0 0

Sir H. C. Montgomery, B t. 15 0 0
T. Taplin, Esq. 10 0 0
Lieut. A. T. Caddell, 5 0 0
Mr. W. T. Starkenburgh, 5 0 0
Captain J. Stewart, 5 0 0
Captain H. T. Hillyard, 6 0 0

Rupees 96 0 0 
Total Rupees 753 4 0



For Sale at the American Mission Press.

L E C T U R E S  ON T H E O L O G Y
B Y  R E V . E. CRISP, RS. A . P .

G&j$8:na0$nibl Vol. I. u ib@, a. cloth, - - 0 12 0
Do. do. „  II. do. a. -  - 0 12 0
Do, do. „  III. do. a». -  - -  0 12 0
Do. do. „  IV . do. -  -  0 12 0

Lectures on the Christian Ministry, by do. Gutrpafr
Qun^uLf, -  .............................................0 14 0

AXiSO
The Class Book o f Natural Theology, gg&QjGeuptb,

translated, 267 pp. 12mo. -  -  -  -  -  0 1 0 0
Bible Index, &$0aiGQj$aae6BrQsis)i$., -  -  -  1 0  0
Line upon Line, Part I. and II. &tLL.$iLu.ib, e.. uikig, 

each part, -  -  -  -  -  -  -  0 8 0
Mental Arithmetic, tDGSrs&mPpib, -  - - 0 3 0
Tamil Series, N o. I. (ip${bi-j£$aib, -  - -  0 2 0

D o . „  II. QnesBrt-tTib Lfgpaib, -  0 2 0
Compendium o f  Scripture History, GsupuQurrtfiuL], 0 6 0
Dictionary, ®ih&&aib piflynLnm ¿qsirafl, sheep, - 7 0 0

D o. do. half calf, 7  8 0
D o . do. calf, -  8 0 0

Collection o f  Proverbs, $ (njLLurrih@;fiB<£liTau>, -  - 1 0 0
Rhenius’ Grammar, -  -  -  - -  -  5 0 0

D o. Abridged, $i$y>ib ®soaaescx§np
&@aad>, -  -  -  -  -  -  - 1 0 0

First Lessons, N o. I. ®iEi&<&Srib gifitginn&iu (tpprb
UtTL—LD, -  - -  -  -  - -  0 2 0

English and Telugu Vocabulary and Select Tales, 
with Tamil, ©©¿PeSsiii) QgGgiiBgtb ©surras <2 curfltqii 
$u9(2y>n($ &60 a e s )§ a ^ ii it -& S iu  Lf£@ad>, -  -  0 8 0

Phrase-book, &ljpi6>jiT&auLi$$&ib, - -  -  1 0  0
Tamil Bible, &$$iuGeLi£tbl -  - -  -  - 4 0 0

Do. Testament with references, 6j}$gieurra&uj$Ggff(B
Lff$iu er#u/T@, -  -  -  -  - -  1 8 0

A Manual Dictionary, Ouivuacra^1, - - ’ - 5 0 0
Spiritual Songs, g;rresruuirtlQa&r, - - - 0 8 0

Do. abridged, do. 3r$aaib, -  - - - 0 2 0
Geography of Hindoostan, Part I. L]euGBr&n£0oti, a.

u«Ei(g, -  -  -  - -  -  -  -  0 10 0
Essay on Faith, e^sreurrffeSefraaib, -  -  -  0 8 0
Negundoo, 11th part, with meanings, u$G<gr>rmQjj5i

SaessrQ, gpeO(tpih «.«ncriqifc, - - - - 1 0 0
Alphabet, Large Letters, per sheet, - - - 0 1 6

Do. on boards, - - - - - - 0 4 0
Improved Reading and Spelling Lessons, per sheet, - 0 2 0 

Do. on boards, - - - - -  0 5 0
Do. per set o f  24, - -  -  - - 2 0 0
Do. per set on boards, - - - - 5 0 0

Presbyterian Catechism, - - - - -  0 2 0
Life of Washington, and various other 2d hand American 

Sunday School books.


