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F O R E W O R D

TO THE 

ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTIETH 

ANNUAL REPORT 

OF 

THE AMERICAN SEAMEN'S FRIEND SOCIETY

”A friend is one who aids with deeds”

THE establishment of a Convalescent Home for Seamen had long been 
in the mind of the Executive Director of this Society. Especially has 

the need of such a Home been apparent since the closing of Gladstone, the 
wartime effort o f the United Seamen’s Service, left no place available near 
the Port of New York where seamen upon discharge from hospitals could 
go for convalescence and after care.

The Officers and Board of Trustees of the Society are very happy to 
announce in this 120th Annual Report that the Society has recently pur
chased property on Staten Island suitable for such a home. A splendid 
building and some three acres of land have been recently acquired and 
opened as "The American Seamen’s Friend Society Convalescent Home.” 
On the cover of this report, and on subsequent pages, you will see pictures 
of the new home. Situated on Hylan Boulevard, Tottenville, Staten Island, 
overlooking lower New York Bay and within easy transportation distance 
of the Marine Hospital, it is an ideal location.

In presenting this report for the year ending March 31, 1948, grate
ful acknowledgment is made to the many friends who have helped by 
donating useful pieces of furniture and other articles for the Home, as 
well as contributing money. A contributor of long standing completely 
furnished a comfortable and attractive room in the Home in memory of 
Captain Joseph Jeremiah Lawrence.
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L I B R A R I E S  A S H O R E  and A F L O A T

GOOD selection of books and magazines to read is important 

to everyone. The first concern of this Society is, of course, 

the welfare of seamen. One of the ways in which we have for 

many years been serving seamen is by providing them with an 

adequate amount of varied and carefully selected reading material. 

This Society has endeavored continually to meet the reading 

needs of all seamen — both while they are ashore and while they 

are at sea.

LIBRARY ASHORE

Every day of the year, from one in the afternoon to nine at 

night, our Library at 550 West 20th Street, New York, is open. 

Seamen come in to browse through and borrow from the large stock 

of books there — which includes the best and the latest in both 

fiction and non-fiction reading. For those interested in marine 

technical works, the Library is equipped with all standard texts, 

as well as the .latest books in the field. It is the policy of this 

Library to keep thoroughly up-to-date by the addition of current 

books and particularly those called for by seamen.

During the past fiscal year, our records show 4,105 books were 

circulated, a larger number than had ever been circulated before. 

Nearly 16,000 men availed themselves of their opportunity to 

make use of and enjoy this Library.



THE LIBRARY

Seamen using this Library discover a very qualified librarian 

is always on hand to help them find books in which they will 

really be interested.

LIBRARIES AFLOAT

In addition to the Library for Seamen ashore, the American 

Seamen’s Friend Society is concerned with Libraries for Seamen 

while they are at sea. Daily we receive calls from delegates of 

ship crews who ask that they be supplied with books and 

magazines to read after their ship leaves port.
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Sometimes specific reading material is requested, but ordinarily 

they are satisfied to accept the varied selection they find in 

the Library we supply. Occasionally we get a call for books from 

a ship very shortly before it sails. While it is not easy to comply 

with such late requests, through the efforts of our ship visitor, 

libraries have always teen delivered on time.

During this past year, the Society has provided 915 ships with 

917 libraries. This service made 36,680 books and 148,860 maga

zines available to over 70,000 seamen. At Christmas 1,140 gifts 

were distributed.

All o f the books and magazines placed aboard ships were 

generously donated by friends of the Society. Our two station 

wagons are-always available to collect any reading material 

individuals may care to donate.

COLLECTING BOOKS AND MAGAZINES
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I N F O R M A T I O N  S E R V I C E

” Ask About Anything You Want To Know”

HE slogan of our Information Service is, and has been since 

the Service was started in 1943, "Ask about anything you 

want to know.”  From the inquiries received from seamen and 

their friends, we see that our slogan has been taken to mean just 

what it says. And it does. All queries are given serious, intelligent, 

and prompt attention.

Information requests continue to come in by mail, telephone, 

and by personal office calls. Our slogan is a challenge still. We 

feel that this service which has been used by so many seamen and 

been of help to them, has been another successful phase of our 

program for the welfare of seamen.
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A C K N O W L E D G M E N T S

THE American Seamen’s Friend Society recognizes the fact 
that only with the help of many individuals, firms, churches, 

and corporations, who have generously donated books, magazines, 
other articles, services, and money, has it been able successfully 
to carry out its program of services to merchant seamen.

We feel, therefore, it is very fitting that we extend to 
each and every individual who has not only helped us in our 
general work but in the furnishing of our Convalescent Home 
also, a hearty and sincere thank you on behalf of the Society 
and on behalf of the crews of the ships and all seamen who have 
benefited.

During the past year the following organizations — and many 
others — have- aided in making our work a real success:

American Red Cross 
Mrs. Daniel Bacon 

Church of Holy Trinity 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
Elsinore Gift Shop, Rutherford, N . J.

Federal Reserve Bank 
Henry Hudson Hotel 

Hotel Century 
James Foundation of New York 

Mrs. Ella Lindey 
McGraw Hill Book Company 

Mast Magazine 
Methodist Church and Home, N . Y.

New York Bible Society 
New York Public Library 
New York Times Library 

Pageant Book Shop 
Mrs. N . M. Pond 

Miss Margaret Oldenburg 
Mrs. Louis J. Outcault 

Public Library, Broadway Branch, L. I. City 
Public Library, Lyndhurst, N . J.

Radiomarine Corporation of America 
Reader’s Digest 

Riverside Church 
Mrs. J . W . Richmond 

Mrs. A. Rusoff 
Rutherford Free Public Library 

Miss K . Schoelle 
Mrs. Walter Scott 

Miss H. A. Sparkman 
Steamship Companies 
Mr. Henry A. Stetler 

Mr. A. Swan 
Thrift Shop of Hospitals Reserve Corps 

Mrs. H. C. Wagner 
Woman’s Committee for Servicemen, Maplewood, N. J.

^om rath  Book Store
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The Board o f  T ru ste e s ,
The American Seamen's Friend S o c ie ty ,

Nev York, N. Y.

We have made an exam ination o f  the accompanying statem ent 
o f  cu rren t fund Income and expenses o f THE AMERICAN SEAMEN'S FRIEND 
SOCIETY fo r  the year ended March 31, 1948. In  connection therew ith 
we examined or te ste d , accounting record s o f  the S o c ie ty  and other 
su p p ortin g  evidence but we d id  not make a d e ta ile d  a u d it  o f  the 
tr a n sa c t io n s .

The r e c e ip t s  from le g a c ie s ,  g i f t s  and m isce llan eou s sources 
are  as recorded  on the S o c ie ty 's  books,and c e r ta in  la rg e  co n trib u tio n s 
were confirm ed by d ir e c t  correspondence with donors or o th e rs ; how
e v er , I t  was im p ra c ticab le  to  v e r i fy  a l l  co n tr ib u tio n s .

In  our op in ion , based upon such exam ination, the a ttached  
statem en t s e t s  fo r th  the curren t fund income and expenses (on the 
b a s i s  o f  cash  r e c e ip t s  and disbursem ents) o f  The American Seamen's 
F rien d  S o c ie ty  f o r  the year ended March 31, 1948.

Hew York, May 19, 1948. f a *  X *



THE AMERICAN SEAMEN'S FRIEND SOCIETY 
STATEMENT o f CURRENT FUND INCOME an d  EXPENSES 

(on the b a s i s  o f  cash  r e c e ip t s  and disbursem ents) 
fo r  the year ended March 31, 1948

Income t
L e gac ie s and other g i f t s ,  in c lud in g  

$1 , 161.39 a l lo c a te d  to r e s t r ic te d
expendable fund3 $116 ,2 2 7 .6 2 *

Income from In vestm ents, e t c . ,  In cluding  
$ 2, 367.11 apportioned to  r e s t r io te d
expendable fluids 21 ,314 .47

Net l o s s  on d isp o s it io n  o f current
fun ds' Investm ents 245.00

M iscellan eous 528.51 *1 3 7 ,8 2 5 .6 0

E xpen ses:
E ducation al work, In clud in g  books pur

chased fo r  and maintenance o f l ib r a r i e s  
ashore and furn ish ed  to crews o f 
merchant v e s s e l s ,  s a l a r i e s ,  m isce llan eou s 
expenses and purchase o f auto truck a t  
c o s t  o f f t l .897.25 togeth er with

30 ,130 .71

8.195.15 .. 2S.22tl.Sii 

$ 99.499.74

$16, 306.15 f o r  p rop ortion ate  p a r t  o f 
ad m in istra tiv e  s a l a r i e s  and other 
gen eral expenses

N ational work, in c lu d in g  a id  to seamen, 
togeth er with $7 ,264 .84  fo r  pro
p o rtio n ate  p a r t  o f  ad m in istra tiv e  
s a l a r i e s  and other g en era l expenses

Excess o f income over expenses

* I n  ad d itio n , the E xecutive D lreo tor e stim ates  
th at 39,789 books and 162,168 m agazines 
which might have a  mi ni nm  value o f $ 16,952 
were donated and d is t r ib u te d  during the 
year under review .

11



OFFICERS

W i n c h e s t e r  N o y e s  

President

K n o w l t o n  D u r h a m  O r r in  R. J u d d  R. H. L e e M a r t in

Vice-President and Counsel ' Treasurer Sec’y and Exec. Director

BO ARD O F TRU STEES

Class of 1949 

Orrin R. Judd 

Ralph W. Sockman, D.D. 

Ralph H. Stever 

Matthew G. Ely 

R. H. LeeMartin 

James Marshall Stuart

Class of 1950 

Edgar F. Romig, D.D. 

LeRoy E. Kimball 

Gilbert Darlington, D.D. 

Williamson Pell 

O. B. Whitaker 

Paul A. Wolfe, D .D.

Class of 1951 

Winchester Noyes 

Alfred V. S. Olcott 

Knowlton Durham 

James T. Van Steenbergh 

Felix M. Cornell 

Commodore Robert C. Lee

H O N O R A R Y  VICE-PRESIDENTS

H o n o r a b l e  J o s e p h u s  D a n i e l s  C a p t a in  G e o r g e  F r ie d

A l e x a n d e r  T o r r a n c e  R e a r -Ad m ir a l  R ic h a r d  E . B y r d , U.S.N., R td.

A d m ir a l  E m o r y  S. L a n d , U .S.N ., R td.

EXECU TIV E COM M ITTEE

K n o w l t o n  D u r h a m , Chairman R a l p h  H. S t e v e r

O r r in  R . J u d d  M a t t h e w  G . E l y

W in c h e s t e r  N o y e s , E x -O f f ic io
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Jtt îl}? ttam? of ®nö, Arnett

A bequest is the last opportunity 
any of us have to show our 
appreciation of mankind.

New York ^  f*_______ 19.Î2L

BANK b TRUST COMPANY 
ALBANY, NEW YORK

Pay to the
Order of " 7  P  *•
yluiL. & *H M 4*cc*-*c -Xc«.^Çjr ^ 0 0 0 ^ “"

~ ) î4aq X L e m r o M A    i   — ■-------     DOLLARS

Form of Bequest

“ I give and bequeath to The American Seamen’s Friend Society, 
incorporated by the Legislature of New York in the year
1833, the sum o f.............................................................................. Dollars
to be applied to the uses and purposes of said Society."


