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ANNIVERSARY.

The Twenty-Sixth Anniversary of the American Seamen’s Friend 8ociety
was celebrated in the Broadway Tabernacle, New York, on Monday evening
May 8th, 1854,

The President, P. Perit, Esq., presided.

The house was well filled at an early hour, The services were introduced
by a voluntary on the organ. Prayer was offered by Rev. J. N. Wyckoff D.
D. of Albany. The Choir of the Fourteenth street Presbyterian -Church un-
der the direction of Mr. S, Lasar, sang the hymn,

¢ Btar of peace to wanderers weary. ”’

The President congratulated the Society and large congregation in a brief
and very appropriate introductory address.

An abstract of the Report was presented by Rev. H. Loomis, one of the
Secretaries.

Rev. J. C. Fletcher, Seamen’s Chaplain at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, moved
the adoption and printing of the Report, and in #n interesting address, gave
an account of his labors and success in his large and important field.

Rev. J. P. Cleaveland, D. D. of Northampton, Mass., next addressed the
meeting, giving variety by his humorous sallies and strain of remark.

A Solo was sung by Mrs. Georgiana Stuart,

Rev. T. Brainard, D. D. of Philadelphia, followed with an address inter-
spersed with interesting and thrilling facts.

Rev, Geo. W. Bethune, D. D. of Brooklyn, was the last speaker,and press-
ed home upon the audience, in a serious, earnest address, our duties to sea-
men,

The unwearied attention of the audience to a late hour, is sufficient proof
of its interest in the cause and its advocacy during the evening,

Atter a Doxology had been sung, and the Benediction pronounced by Rev.
Dr. Somers of New York, one class of Trustees was elected for three years
ensuing ; and a vete of thanks to the Speakers and Choir was passed.



OFFICERS

OF THE

AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY,

FOR THE YEAR 1854,

President.

P. PERIT, Esq.

Vice Presidents.

Thomas Napier, Esq., Northampton.
Jeremiah Winslow, Esq. Havre,France.
Beverly Chew, Esq. New Orleans,

Rt. Rev.C.P. McIlvaine, D.D. Ohio.

Hon. Pliny Cutler, Boston.

Hon. John Fine, Ogdensburgh.
Capt. C. K. Stribling, U.S.N.

E. Corning, Esq., New York.

Rev. Thos. DeWitt, D.D.New York.
Rev.G.W. Bethune,D.D. Brk’lyn, N. Y-
Capt. R. Brumley, New York.

Capt. Wm. L. Hudson, U. 8. N.
Hon. John McLean, Cincinnati.
Capt.Silas H.Stringham,U. S. Navy.

A. Wheelwright, Esq. Newburyport.
Moses B. Ives, Esq. Providence.
Levi Cutter, Esq. Portland.

CharlesW.Rockwell,Esq,Norwich.

James Boorman, Esq. New York.
J. C. Dobbin, Sec’ry, TU. 8. Navy.
Walter R. Jones, New York.

Treasurer.
CHARLES N. TALBOT, Esq.
SAMUEL BROWN, Assistant.

Secretaries.

REV. JOHN SPAULDING.

REV. HARMON LOOMIS.

Trustees.

First Class,

Henry P. Marshall,

Rev. B. C. C. Parker,
Peletiah Perit, Esq.,
Capt. Edward Richardson,
Anson G. Phelps, Esq.,
Rev. John Spaulding,
Charles N. Talbot, Esg.,
Augustus Whitlock, Esq.,

Second Class.

William H. Aspinwall, Esq.,
Capt. N. Briggs,
Rev. J, C. Brigham, D. D.,

:

William B. Crosby, Esq.,
Rufus Davenport, Esqg.,
John Dowley, Esq.,
Daniel Fanshaw, Esq;,

> J. L. Phelps, M. D.

Third Class.

Rev. L Ferris, D. D,
John C. Green, Esq.,
Thomag Hale, Egq.,
E. D. Hurlbut, Esq.,
D. Olyphant, Esq.,
‘Wm. A. Booth, Esq.
Capt. G. Briggs.



TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT,

OF THE

AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOGIETY,

Presented May 8th, 1854,

This Society is charged with the duaty, under God, of giving to the Church
the empire of the sea.

The Board of Directors present their TWENTY-sTxTH Annual Report with
mingled feelings of sadness and thanksgiving,—sadness for failures and judg-
ments, thanksgiving for mercies and successes.

The past year has been peculiarly marked with storms, and wrecks, and
disaster, and death on the sea. Deep grief fills ma1y a stricken heart on land ;
dark images cluster thick around the mental vision of many a mother, and
widow, and orphan, of the untold struggle and anguish in the storm and the
wreck.

* Seventy ships, sixty-one barques, one hundred and seven brigs, two hun-
dred and thirty-two schooners, and eleven steamers, in all four hundred
and eighty-one vessels are reported as lost,—a large share of them total
wrecks.

Of five ships, five barques, nine brigs, thirteen schooners,and one steamer,
the record is, they sailed at a ceriain date and have not been beard of since.
In these wrecks nearly eight hundred and fifty lives are known to have
been lost. There could not have been less thau seven hundred on board the
thirty-two missing vessels : on which side shall we reckon them, or any on the
treacherous sea? among the living or the dead ?

Notwithstanding God has so often in the past year spaken in the tempest,
and the whirlwind, and the fire, and the still small voice, and the Society has
toiled as His humble instrument, near thirty years, for the moral and spiritual
improvement of seamen, ¢ They are no better,” say some; “ They were never
so bad,” reiterate others; © We never had so much difficulty to man our
ships with good seamen,” respond many merchants ; and many ardent friends
of the sailor among them make no reply, and the faint-hearted and wezak in
faith yield to despondency.

* These numbers do not include the wrecks on our western waterstnor do they profess to be
mathematically correct ; a small portion of them are foreign vessels, It is believed the b
are less than the truth would warrant
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There is some truth, but more falsehood and error, in the assertion.

To admut the truth, and expose the error, we propose to travel a little out of
the ordinary course of an Annual Report, and point out first, some of the
obstacles in the way of the reform of seamen; secondly, show the real
advance in the work of reform, and present advantageous position of the So-
ciety, by the history of its past year’s operations, through its chaplains and
sailor missionaries, on the foreign field; through its aided auxiliaries at
home, and through the co-operation of kindred societies in this land.

Weask for a fair and comprehensive view of the whole subjeet ; and the
wonder will be, we think, not that so little has been done, but that, under the
circumstances, so muck has been accomplished.

OBSTACLES.

The material, on which we bave to work, or that peculiar class of men of
which our seamen are composed, presents no common obstacles to reform.

That impulsive, restless, reckless, adventurous, roving, romantic spirit, these
original characteristics of the boy who will be a sailor, the very opposite of those
calm, quiet, reflective, calculating, cautious traits of mind that constitute the
power of self-control, and deter from the dangers and privations of the sea,
while they contain some of the noblest impulses of our nature, that indomitable
energy and bravery necessary for the employment, and often lead to deeds of
noble daring, and self sacrificing benevolence ; there is, at the same time, a
sirong tendency in them to break away from all restraint, all law, all good in-
fluences human and divine.

These, to a considerable extent, were the characteristics of our seamen at
an earlier day in our commercial history, when we had not more than fifty
thousand, and most of them of New-England origin, and many of them had a

ecuniary interest in the ship or cargo. But now the material js still worse.

he fifty thousand have grown to more than two hundred thousand, and
Jour fifths,of them of foreign origin, composed of young men trained in every
variety of circumstances, and under all shades of religious belief, from a pure
Christianity to the most degrading paganism. While many of the foreign sea-
men under our flag are, in most respects, quite equal to our own, others are of
the very worst character. It is in this increase and change of material, that
we are to find the ground of the truth of the assertion, ‘¢ that sailors are worse
now than formerly.”

A second obstacle in the way of reform and elevation, may be found in the
character of the government under which this material is brought.

, Necessarily absolutism. The order on shipboard must be promptly obey-
ed, without question or gainsaying. Where in the history of the world has
any community, deprived of all influence in the government, and any interest
in the state, been elevated? The very tendency of absolutism is to dwarf men
to children, and induce the helplessness of infancy. Here is one of the chief
grounds of the childish helplessness and unprotected condition of this class of
men.

1t is not only absolutism, but it often becomes cruelly tyrannical, and exces-
sively depressing, and hardening on the character of the sailor. Did this
quarter-deck absolutism always associate with itself, as it might and should,
the naternal, it would be perhaps the very best kind of government under the:
circumstances, for the material, and for the elevation of the governed.

We know that no marine service on earth can boast a finer set of officers,
composed of more responsible, moral and humane men than ours. We know
too that the feeling among them is general, and often expressed, “that the
sympgtbges of the community are all on the side of the sailor, little left for the
captain,

t is not so. 'We appreciate the difficulties. of bis position. Placed in au-~
thority over men to him unknown, often savage ang0 ungovernable; shut wp
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with them at sea, feeling the necessity of keeping armed to the teeth in defence of
his own life, it is not strange if the government partakes sow and then some-
what too much of the iron and too little of the golden and persuasive. Our
captains must be more than human, never to err under these triels, They need
more philosophy and grace than many of us on land possess, to keep them al-
ways unruffled and calm. Nevertheless, the motto over the office-door of Cap-
tain Sherman’s steamboat on Lake Champlain,—Krxr vour TEMPER,”
should be as a sign on the “frontlet” of every sea-captain ; and coupled with it
the Quaker Owen’s instructions to his captain—* John! First, Re sure that
thy men always have their rights; Second, Be sure that they always obey
thee ;" or the obstacles to the reform of the men under a government of abso-
lutism rendered tyranny are well nigh insurmountable.

A third obstacle is found in the small and inadequate compensation the sailor
receives for his labors and hardships.

There are more evils originating here, more difficulties in the way of
improving the condition of our merchant and naval service, and elevating the
character of our seamen, than is generally supposed. The type-setter, the
house-joiner, and mason, receive from one and a half to two dollars a day for
eight or ten hours labor, even the hod-carrier and scavenger, from a dollar to
a dollar and a half a day, while the sailor receives little more than half the
scavenger’s wages, though his week may know no Sabbath, and his day may
be twenty-four hourslong. Whyisit? Because his avocation is so mean, so
unproductive. The obvious tendency is to drive the better class, the more
enterprising young men out of the service, to other employments, or the gold-
fields of California and Australia,and leave in it but the dregs of the service.

With this obstacle in the way, even the operations of the Society in the
reformation of the men, has a tendency to depress the service, because the re-
formed leave it, More than this even, it depresses the men remaining in it.
1t prevents them from being the possessors of the tools of their craft, the own-
ers of the implements of their trade. It deters the sailor from those human-
izing, elevating relations,—the landman’s high privilege, by the gloomy
alternative of leaving a wife and orphan children upon the cold charities of his
employers.

Nor does the evil stop here. The wages, small as they are, have not always
been honorably paid ; which, altogether, has induced in the mind of the sailor
the feeling that he is the oppressed, and sets him en the defensive, to gain his
rights by dishonest and immoral means.,

For a long time past seamen’s wages have been two or three dollars less a
month in England than in this country. It was common, years ago, to ship
men at the monthly wages in our own ports for the voyage to Europe and
back. It was by no means uncommon, though many honorable exceptions to
it, indeed it had become a system almost tacitly acquiesced in, for the officers,
in the expressive language of the sailor, to * work us off ship on the other
side.” The simple process was, by over work and harsh treatment, to weary
the patience of the crew, till they would run away fram the ship, leaving her
in debt to them, and the privilege of shipping a new crew at less wages, adding
somewhat to the profits of the voyage, and redounding to the credit of the
eaptain. The evil has neutralized itself by crealing a greater one.

It has had more to do in fixing on the service as an incubus, and the sailor’s
bane, the system of advance wages, than is generally supposed. A system
so entirely evil, so wrought into the service, that it seems almost impossible
ever to eradicate it. The sailor in self defence,in combination with his Lelpful
landlord, soon refused to ship for Europe without two or three months wages
in advance, when it became his turn to run away, in debtto the ship, and quiet
his conscience with, « It is only spoiling the Egyptians.,” A fugitive he tlies
to the landlord, who receives'the profits for degrading the sailor still more
and enables the employer to quiet his conscience with, “ The more you give the
sailor the worse he is forit;” “it goes to the sharks and not to him.” But two
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wrongs cannot make a richt. 'The dire evil tendency on the sailor’s moral and
religious character is obvious. The tendency on the service in our ships run-
ning to Europe is equally obvious,—the better class of seamen is driven out
of them, and they are manned to.day with the worst on the globe. We
admit there is some ground for the assertion, * Sailors have been getting
worse,” but where is it? Not in us!

A fourth ebstacle may be found in the sailor’s almost entire deprivation of
those social relations, and the sanctifying influences of those religious insti-
tutions in the enjoyment of other men. It was not good for man (unfallen) to
be alone; it has been vastly worse for fallen man to be alone.

By the migratory life he must lead, the smallness of the compensation he
receives, and his own improvident habits, he s2ems necessarily and hopelessly
isolated,—thrown alone on the vast deep,~—alone in a wilderness world; al-
most without a Sabbath, without a pastor, or a guide, or a help meet for him,
without a sermon or a prayer. If all these around his tender years have not,
led him to Christ, how can he be saved when deprived of them all ?

But this even is not the worst of it. The yearnings of a human soul can
not, will not, permit it to be isolated. If it can not associate with God,and a
virtuous companionship, for its wellbeing, it will associate for its undoing.

The sailor, unheld by social ties, with a nature impulsive, warm, generous,
passionate, fliss for respite and refuge from a stern government, and an op-
pressive and unrequitted service, to protectors and companionship, and' the
poisoned cup ; butO! what protection! what companionship!

In the very jaws of death! how can he be redeemed ?

Nay, you cannot snatch from him the poisoned cup by prohibitory laws ; for
capital must have its dividends, commerce its-profits, and law its verbiage and
technics, though the common sense of commnnity be outraged, and morality
rooted out. :

We have been pointing out obstacles in our way. We have not, nor did
we design to allude to those characteristics of the sailor,—those advantages in
his position,—those often-recurring moments in his perilous history, that ren-
der him the most susceptible of men to the soothing notes of the Gospel of
Eternal Love; nor to the riches and power of that grace which overcomes all
obstacles to its work of redemption.

Now, amidst such obstacles and increasing difficulties, despite the toils and
successes of the Society, is it strange if there should be a grain of truth in
the assertion, ¢ That the mass of seamen are only growing worse”?

We pass to point out the error, by showing the progress of the reform.
First, by the Society’s

FOREIGN OPERATIONS.

The Society’s Foreign Chaplaincies are in the West Indies, Brazil, Chili,
New Grenada, Peru, Sandwich Islands, St. Helena, China, France, Sweden,
Denmark, New Brunswick, and British America. While these Chaplaincies
extending round the globe, are designed primarily to act on seamen under the
American Flag; through bible and tract distribution, they are incidentally act-
ing on the seamen of all nations, and even to some extent, on the citizens of
the countries where they are located.

BRAZIL.
RIO DE JANEIRO.—~REv. J. C. FLETCHER, Chaplain.

The field of this Chaplain's labors under a commission from this Society,
and the American Foreign Christian Union, is the metropolis of an empire,—"
® city of more than two hundred thousend inhabitants; and on whose beau-
tiful bay, floats annually more than twenty two thousand seamen. Among
these thousands, this devoted Chaplain has toiled on through another year, a
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part of the time in the midst of the yellow fever, surrounded with the sick and
dying ; but his labors have not beer: in vain; he has met with most encouraging
success.

In a communication dated Sept. 20th, he says, I cannot look back upon
the past year without gratitude to God. Have only been prevented twice by
sickness from preaching, and have had the glorious priviiege of seeing some
souls turn from death unto life, and have also had the melancholy pleasure of
witnessing the trinmph of many who fell asleep in Jesus. Sad too are the
reflections that many others have gone down to a dark eternity. I cannot
conclude without also stating that the Bethel cause has gained ground in Rio,
and that the servant of the Lord has now three times the influence that he
had one year ago.

To God be the praise.” .

Again in another communication he says. *“I have commenced new
measures for disseminating the truth among our sailors, and new endeavors to
induce them to attend Bethel services. Instead of putting up notices of the
services in public places as formerly; I determined if possible, to visit all
American vessels each week, thus announcing my meetings, distributing
bibles and tracts, and visiting the sick. Now each Friday beholds me going
over my “ parish,” in a boat rowed by a Madeira man, and a Negro, who are
filled with wonder to see the “ Padre Americano” under a son of only 90°,
climbing the side of every vessel from the ¢ Estados Unidos.” The result
has been most encouraging. The numbers at my meetings have not only
been swelled by seamen, but by Captains.” ¢ Your Chaplain is probably the
only person in the harbor, besides the government officials, who can move
among the shipping with perfect freedom. This privilege has been obtained
of the Government through the influence of the American Minister, Hon.
Robert C. Schenck, who has been most kind to our undertaking.”

In Letters to us, and to bereaved friends he gives detailed accounts of
hopeful conversions, and triamphant deaths. Such were the triumphs of a
true faith in the trying hour, in one instance, that the Romanists standing
around were moved to tears, and exclaimed, * we have never seen anything
like it before.” He speaks of the avidity with which sailors of various nutions
have received Bibles and Tracts,

Notwithstanding the importance and success of the mission, suchis the ex-
pensiveness of the station, that the Chaplain fears he cannot be sustained;
but we are sure, that bereaved parents, the eyes of whose sons he has closed,
and followed to the grave, that the church at large will say to the Board, he
must and shall be sustained at almost any cost.

CHILI.
VALPARAISO.—Rev. D. H. WrEgLER, Chaplain.

The Chaplain says, “the average number of vesseis in this port at one
time is one hundred and thirty, of which forty are English, and ten are
American, the balance are from various other nations. The average number
of the crews of English, American, French and German vessels, is about
thirty, of the vessels of other nations about twenty,” which would make more
than three thousand seamen constantly in port. * About twenty sick seamen
on an average, are at the American Hospital, and from fifty 1o sixty at the
English Hospital. The average number of American and English seamen
in the city prison is about thiriy.” To all these institutions the Chaplain has
had free access.

Mr. Trumbull bas been so occupied with other duties, that he found it
necessary to employ Mr. Wheeler to do the work, in this large and interesting
field. During the past year, Mr. W. has been the acting Chaplain, and sus-
tained by this Society. :

He has labored faithfully and with considerable success. *Inthe American

2
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Hospital,” he says in one of his communications, ¢ six have professed hope in
Christ.” He has devoted much time to visiting ships in the bay, distributing
Bibles, books and tracts in various languages. Conversing personally with
the men of the soul’s salvation, has generally been received with great kind-
ness by officers and men. Some Captains and officers in the Navy, especial-
ly in the English Navy, have aided him in the work of Bible and Tract dis-
tribution, He has preached regularly on shipboard, often with manifest evi-
dence of the presence of God’s spirit in congregations varying from fowur to
sixty persons. He speaks with much feeling of the hard usage men often
receive on shipboard, of the inadequate comforts and medical attention at the
American Hospital, for the want of sufficient aid from our Government, and
mentions one valuable life of a young officer, from Maine, lost in consequence.

Mr. Wheeler left the station in February last. Mr. Trumbull will sdll de-
vote what time he can spare to the work ; but both concur in the opinion that
there should be a Chaplain to devote all his time to the work, and another
man to open and keep a Sailor’s Home.

PERU.
CALLAO.—REv. Fraxg W, Bir, Chaplain.

This is a new station about midway between Panama and Valparaiso.
Callao is the port of Lima, the capital of Peru. Lima has about fifty thous-
and inhabitants, and Callao, ninc miles distant, and connected by a Railroad,
has fifteen thousand. The guano trade at the Chinca Islands, about one
hundred miles distant, has made it a place of large and increasing resort for
ships, mostly English and American. During the ‘year 1852, 825 vessels of
249,510 tons, carrying 13,023 men, entered this port. “On the 19th of Feb-
ruary of the present year, there were at the Islands one hundred and sixty
vessels of various sizes from 300 to 2,200 tons burdén; averaging, probably,
300 tons. The estimated average time for loading with guano was forty

ays.”

It is contemplated that the Chaplain will spend part of his time at the Is.
lands. In the name of humanity, it is hoped that he may be able to 1o some-
thing to protect the rights of the poor Chinese, deceived, brought from home
and enslaved by British sea Captains.

The importance of the station, the wretched and unprotected condition of
seamen resorting there, and the great need of a seamen’s Chaplain, has been
urged upon the Board by a resident American merchant, for the last eighteen
months. At the meeting of the Board in March, the Rev. Frank W. Bill was
appointed Chaplain at Callao and the Chincha Islands, and is expected to sail
so0n to this imporiant and interesting field of labor.

NEW GRENADA.
PANAMA,—REv. J. Rowery, Chaplain.

This energetic and devoted Chaplain is still at his post, deviding his labors
between Panama and the Island of Taboga, ten miles distant on the Pacific
coast, where the shipping principally lie. The annual arrivals of seamen at
this port now 4¥ount to over siz thousand; the number will doubtless, be
greatly increased when the railroad across the Isthmus is completed; which
will be probably dnring the present year.

In one of his communications Mr. R. says, ¢ Guodness and mercy follow
me, my cup runs over. I have constant occasion to sing “Bless the Lord, O
my soul.”” [ scarcely ever take up my pen now, to report to you, but I have
new mercies to record. I have occasion Caily to contrast my present. situa-
tion and prospects, with what they weie but a short time since. T can never
ferget those trials, and difficulties  that so trod on one another’s heels, during
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those past months, Thope I shall not forget, how manifest has been the
hand of God, in their gradual and successive removal In almost every par-
ticular, my circumstances and prospects of usefulness, arefgreatly improved.”
dn a description of one of his Sabbath services at Taboga, he says, “There
were present quite a number from the shipping in port, the principal business
men of ‘the place, nearly all the ladies, and quite a crowd of laboring men,
‘We had gathered in the parlor of the Pavilion Hotel, But the audience, un-
willing to sacrifice the rare beauty of the evening, requested an adjournment
to the piazza. The breeze soon wiped out our lights, and then only God’s
own silver lamp above lighted us, while we preached and prayed and sung,
and the forests echoed back our song. It was a holy scene, for every heart
felt that God was there. It reminded me of those days of Adam’s innocence,
when he used to hear “the voice of the Lord, as he walked in Eden, in the
cool of the day.” All seemed to feel that it was “Good to be there.” I
preached both morning and evening.” In other communications of his, there
are detailed and interesting accounts of several hopeful conversions of seamen
in the hospital at Panama, and of calm and peaceful death-bed scenes. Long
may this faithful chaplain stand in the gateway of nations to point wanderers
to the gate of Heaven. :

«Taboga,” he says, “is a lovely island, and when you have here a preach-
er laboring exclusively in your service, he shonld reside there, and this will
probably be necessary after another year.”

ASPINWALL.—REev. D. H. WHEELER, Chaplain.

This is a new town rapidly growing up on the Atlantic side of the Ithmus
at the eastern terminus of the Railroad. The arrivals at this port during the
year ending November 1st, 1853, were 239 vessels, with 13,496 seamen, be-
sides, there is a resident population, of about 2,000, most of them American,
and throngs of passengers to and from the Land of Gold.

Mr. Wheeler, on his way home, spent a Sabbath here and preached two or
three times. So desirous were the people for his return, and so destitute and
promising did the fisld appear to him, that he has decided to make it the place
of his future labors. He was appointed Chaplain by the Board at their meet-
ing on the 26th of April, and sailed for Aspinwall on the 5th of May, and is
the only Protestant minister in the place.

SANDWICH ISLANDS.
HONOLULU.—REv. Samuer C. Damox, Chaplain.

These Islands have ceased to be Foreign Mission grounds, having become
Christian, and from some indications it would seem possible, if not probable,
that our Chaplaincies may cease to be Foreign Chaplaincies. A fuct or two
in the history of this Foreign mission may be admissible in this report, as a
most conclusive argument that the condition, if not the character of seamen,
has been ¢mproved at these Islands. In the year 1825, the life of the Mis-
sionary at Labaina, was in imminent peril, as well as the lives of his wife and
helpless children by a mob composed of the captain and crew of the British
whale ship Daniel, enraged at the passage of a law by the Chiefs, protecting
female virtue and honor, against the brutal lusis of seamen.

In the year 1826, not only the lives of the missionaries, but of the Chiefs,
and of the native inhabitants of the town, for the same cause, were threat-
ened under the guns of the United States schooner, Dolphin, commanded by
a Lieutenant of the United States Navy, and the law set at defiance, and ren-
dered inoperative.

Would any crew of any nation dare attempt the same outrages now ? Can
any cfficers be found so-regardless of character, so base now ? If there has
not been an improvement in character, there certainly has in the strength of
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Taw, and in the condition of seamen at the Islands, But another significant
fact, occurring the past year, may serve to show the change.

A Chief from th® far off Marquesas Islands with his son-in-law, a Lahaina
sailor who had been left sick, by a whale ship at Fatuhiva, had resided three

ears on the Island, learned the language, married his daughter, and now act+
ing as his interpreter, appeared at the Sandwich Islands, with the urgent Mace-
donian cry for Missionaries. The cry was heeded, and 2 new mission estab-
lished in the Marquesas Group, through the influence of a sailor,

“During the shipping season of the past year,” says Mr. Damon, “ from
September 1st to December 28th, 1853, two hundred and jifty-two whale
ships, carrying not less than seven thousand men, are reported to have touched
at the islands; adding to these the vessels of war and merchantmen arriving,
and it will appearithat not less than ten thousand seamen have arrived at
the islands within four months.” ¢ To meet the spiritual wants of this class
of men, more effort has been put forth than ever before. Many extra meet-
ings have been held among seamen by the colporteur of the Hawaiian Tract
Society, with encouraging results.” Again the Chaplain says, “I doubt not,
many seamen have attended meetings at Honolulu this fall, who are savingly
benefitted, although they are far away from us.” In a more recent communi-
cation he says, * At our monthly communions during the four months past,
eleven had joined the Bethel church. I witness enoungh to convince me that
praying Christians in the United States have abundant encouragement to con-
tinue their supplications, in behalf of those going down to the sea.”

The era of steam navigation has commenced among the islands, farnishing
facilities for a more intimate intercourse among the inhabitants. He speake
of the changes in the méde of conducting the whaling business, and of its
moral influence on the character of seamen. Whale ships now often fill up
two or three times, transhipping the cil to freight ships, for the United States;
consequently crews are discharged and paid off more at the Islands, and are
in the habit of shipping for the season. This has caused an urgent necessity
for a Saving’s Bank for them.

Another probable effect will be the permanent residence at the islands, of
the fmilies of Captains and officers of whale ships, The beneficial moral in-
fluence is obvious,

LAHAINA.—REv. 8. E. Bwsrop, Chaplain.

Mr. Bishop, as reported last year, arrived at this station on the 8th of Febru-
ary, 1853; met with a most cordial reception from the inhabitants of the place,
Lestiﬁed by a donation of $300, to aid him in the commencement of house-

eeping.

A house has been purchased from the American Board of Commissioners,
for Foreign Missions, by the Board of this Society, at a cost of $2000, for a
parsonage to this station.

M. Bishop has preached to good congregations on the Sabbath. A reading
room has been gpened by the inhabitants, for their mutual improvement, and
that of seamen touching at the port. e mentions one case of earnest enqui-
1y, by an Irish sailor, for the way of salvation.

HILO.—Rev. Tirvs Coan, Missionary of the American Board.

Mr. Coan has for many years labored with much success among the sea-
men resorting to this port, and still continues his labors among them; though
we regret we have not, as in former years, received a communication from
him, reporting his labors and successes among seamen.

MICRONESIA ISLANDS.
ASCENSION ISLAND.—REv. 8. H. Gurick, Mis’y of Am. B. of M.

This Island within the bounds of the present Micronesian Mission, is in



TWENTY-SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT. 13

ARSI AAASI A AR

NS

A A A A A AP AP I NS NPty

lat, 6° 41/ North, long. 158° 24/ East. This most interesting mission has
been commenced in part probably, through the incidental influence of seamen
on the minds of the native chiefs. An argument by the way, that seamen
among the Islands are somewhat improved.

Mr. Gulick says in a letter to one of the Secretaries, dated Feb. 7th, 1853,
* Since January 5th, 1851, forty-two vessels have anchored in this one har-
bor of Rono Kittie, besides a few otners in other harbors of the island. Un-
doubtedly the number touching here will every year increase,” He speaks
of the kind treatment the missionaries had uniformly received from the Cap-
tains, and of the interest some Captains have taken in Bethel operations here.
A house and bowling alley had been purchased of a foreigner wishing to
leave the island, by two sea Captains; the house made over 1o the missiona-
ries, and the bowling alley given to this Society for a Seamen’s Bethel. We
-transcribe the deed of conveyance from the original owner to the Captains;
which, though not encumbered with the verbiage and technicalities of law, is
straight forward and sailor-like in execution, and the title indisputable.

(Copv.)
IsLAND OoF ASCENSION,
Jan. 25th, 1853.

This is to certify that I, Elisha Reynolds, now being in my right mind and
sober senses, do agree for the sum of sixty dollars, to give to Capt. La Fayette
Rowley, and Capt. Joseph R. Gorham, all the right and title I have on the
Island of Ascension, consisting of my two dwelling houses, bowling alley
and canoe house.

(signed) Evronzo T. Revnorps.
L H C((})Eg;g:, % Witnesses. Ator’y, N, CoLviN.

The Bowling Alley was to be fitted up for a Reading Room and Bethel, by
the natives and resdents, and a bethel flag was ealled for.

The island is described as well supplied with timber for ship building, and
very productive ; and it is confidently expected by the Missionaries, that at no
distant period, the field will be of sufficient importance for the exclusive labors
of a Seamen’s Chaplain.

STRONG’S ISLAND.—Rzv. Mz, Sxow, Mis'y of A. B. C. F. M.

At this island also a few whale ships touch, and Mr. Snow has written for
Bibles, ymn books, and Tracts for seamen, and will devote a part of his la-
bors to them, during the shipping season.

CHINA,
CANTON.—REev. Epwarp H. Harvow, Chaplain.

The openings in California and Astralia, and the unsettled state of affuirs in
China, owing to the revolution in the empire, has tended somewbhat to dimin-
ish for the time, the commerce of this port. The congregations to whom the
Chaplain has ministered, have consequently been smaller than in former years,
It is hoped, however, that the Chaplain’s labors in Bible and tract distributiun,
and personal conversation, have not been without good results, A comforta-
ble hospital, long needed, has been fitted up in connexion with the floating
Bethel at Whampoa, by the generosity of English and American residents and
seamen,-and placed under the care of the resident American physician. Quite
a number of sick seamen have found kind attentions in it, from the physician
and the chaplain.

It is confidently expected that this station, and other ports in China, will,
erelong, when the strange and wonderful revolution in the empire shall have
been completed, become more important and interesting than ever before,
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ST. HELENA.
Rev. James McGrecor BertrAM, Cheplein.

Mr. Bertram arrived at his station in October, to renew his labors among
the many seamen touching at this port, and the grateful congregations he had
previously gathered on the island ;—grateful to him for past missionary labor,
and through him to the American churches, for benevolent aid. Owing to a
change in port charges and regulations, it is expected there will be an in-
crease of shipping at the port, and a necessity for a chaplain’s entire labors
among seamen.

WEST INDIES.
ST. THOMAS.—ReEv. Erisua WartreseY, Chaplain.

At a meeting of the Board in November, the Rev. Elisha Whittlesey was
appointed chaplain at this port, in place of Rev. T. H. Newion, resigned. He
arrived at his station December 16th, 1853, was most cordially received by
the citizens, merchants and sea captains. Of the émportance of the station,
in a recent communication,-he says, “Its importance as a Chaplainey station
of the Seamen’s Friend Society is unquestionable. Vessels are constantly
arriving from all parts of Europe, from tie Atlantic and Pacific shores of the
Western Continent, and the far off Isles of the Pacific. Many are driven or
put in here for supplies or repairs, which lie here often for weeks, sometimes
for months. From thirty to sixty sail are constantly riding at snchor in our
beautiful little harbor ; among which the stars and stripes predominate. Often

“ and at certain seasons of the year this number is greatly increased.” Again
he says, « In estimating its importance, we should not overlook the facilities
for circulating the Seriptures, Evangelical books, and tracts in Romish and
Jormally Protestant lands in Europe, the West India Islands, and the South
American States. I have distributed the Word of God and religious tracts in
nearly all the languages of Europe; and the avidity with which these rough
sons of the ocean receive and fall to the perusal of the books and tracts, espe-
cially those in Foreign languages, is perhaps the most pleasant featire of my
labors.” It is sowing the good seed of the kingdom in the field which is the
world. -

The chapiain has preached to attentive and often deeply interested congre-
gations, varying in number from twelve to forty, on ship-board on the Sabbath.
He mentions a few cases of series inquiry after the way of salvation. He
speaks also of the interest seamen often manifest in the Chaplains at other
stations, as 2t Rio and the Sandwich Islands. During the distress and suffer-
ing occasioned by the yellow fever, last year, a hospital has been provided by
the citizens, for sick seamen. The Board would thankfully acknowledge the
interest and labors of Rev. Mr. Knox,and other pastors in St. Thomas, among
the sick and dying seamen at that time.

FRANCE.
HAVRE.

The Rev. C. C. Adams, after having lahored at this important port for ten
years, felt it his duty to resign the Chaplaincy, much to the regret of the Board,
and the congregation in Havre, and sailed thence on the 8th of June, 1853.
Owing to some disappointments and failures in our negotiations, the Board
have been unable as yet to fill the vacancy, though it is hoped soon to have an-
other man in the field. There has been occasional preaching in the Bethel
since Mr. A. left, and part of the time an evening service by a resident Eng-
lish clergyman. The reading room has also 'been kept open for sailors.
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MARBEILLES.—Rev. M. Jouxn MavEers, Chuplain.

There are occasionally eight or ten American merchant ships in this port
at a time, and our men-of-war often lie here for weeks. The Chaplain issus-
tained principally by the British Government to labor ameng the larger num-
ber of British seamen. The Board have appropriated a small amount to aid
him in his labors among our seamen also.

As by the port regulations neither light nor fire is allowed on shipboard in
port, the Chaplain urges the necessity of a reading-room, as a place of resort
for seamen; and a place of meeting them for social and moral improvement.
He has visited regularly the Aferican ships, disiributed tracts and Bibles, and
conversed personaliy with officers and crews, and persuaded some of them to
attend public worship on the Sabbath.

He speaks of the regular attendance at church of Capt. Ingraham, and the
officers of the U. S. ship St. Louis, and .of their uniform kindness; and also of
Commodore Stringham, and the officers and crew of the U. 8. ship Cumber-
Jand. He speaks also of the kindness and upright conduct of some of the
officers in our merchant service, and of the skepticism and gross infidelity of
others. His most successful labors have been among the sick in the hospital. A
few have given some evidence of a change of heart and life ; one had died a
triumphant death. '

BORDEAUX.—REv. J. L. Scouier, Chaplain.

From thirty to forty American vessels visit this port annually.

The Chaplain’s labors are devoted chiefly to the Dutch, Danish, Swedish,
Norwegian, Russian, and Prussian seamen, to many of whom he preaches the
Gospel in their own language. In addition to this, he visits the American
ships, and distributes Bibles and tracts in the Inglish language. Heisina
position for the distribution of the Scriptures in almost every language in
Europe, among the seamen of all nations.

DENMARK.
COPENHAGEN.—PeteR E. Ryping, Seilor Missionary.

Our devoted Sailor Missionary, F. O. Nelson, after having labored under
the patronage of this Society for nearly ten years in Sweden, and having
awakened a religious interest, still spreading among the people of that land,—
for which he was banished from his native country,—has labored with much
success among seamen in Denmark since July 5th, 1851, till the month of
April of the past year; when he found it his duty to conduct over one hun-
dred of the persecuted Christians in Sweden,—many of whom had been con-
verted through his instrumentality,—to this country, for a refuge from the
persecutions, and the storm gathering and ready to burst on Europe. He ar-
rived with his flock in New York last June, having had an interesting work
of grace among passengers and crew on the voyage, and is at present laboring
among the Swedes and Norwegians in the State of Illinois.

Mr. Peter E. Ryding has been appointed is his place in Copenhagen.

SWEDEN.
GOTLAND.—J. Lixparvs, Missionary.

This converted sailor and missionary is still Jaboring with his accustomed
zeal and success. Ina communication he says: « Notwithstanding the raging
of the enemy, the Lord’s work is successful unto the conversion through
grace of many souls, and of all ages” And again: “There are somewhat
above three hundred souls who seriously pray to the Lord our God, that
through his grace, He would bless all the undertakings of your Society.”
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He mentions three hopeful conversions at Stockholm during a visit ne
made at that metropolis, to attend a meeting for the promotion of religious
liberty.

Our old, long-tried and judicious friend, Mr. Keyser, a resident of this city,
has died during the year. An earnest appeal has been recently made to the
Board for the appointment of another sailor missionary at Stockholm, to take
the place of A. M. Ljungberg, resigned on account of ill health.

GOTTENBERG.—E. Ericksox, Missionary.

This active missionary has continued his visits to scamen on shipboard and
in their boarding-houses; has distributed many Bibles and thousands of tracts.
In one communication he says: “ Depraved as our seemen generally are, yet
it is evident that good has been done among them. I frequently meet with
such cases that will. make the hearts of angels and good men torejoice. Yes,
thanks oe to God ! It is not now a rare case to meet with stout-hearted sea-
men who are anxiously inquiring the way to Zion, and others who rejoieingly
pass on in the right course for the New Jerusalem.” He speaks of extensive
and interesting revivais of religion in various parts of the country, with perse-
cutions, and fines, and imprisonments, on this field of F. O. Neilson’s former
labors and influences, yet operative and spreading. In one instance a tailor
had been instrumental in the conversion of several, and had collected a little
flock of the faithful. On his trial before the Court, was the instrument of the
awakening and conversion of a Bishop, by retorting upon him our Saviour's
reply to Nicodemus,—* Art thcu a master in Israel and knowest none of these
things?*  The Bishop now preaches the faith he once destroyed.

BRITISH AMERICA.
ST. JOHNS, N. B.—Rev. E. N, Harris, Chaplain.

This station is one to which the Board have extended aid in the time of its
infancy. It seems fast growing to the vigor and maturity of manhood.

Through the activity of the very efficient Chaplain, early last year a Sailor’s
Home was opened, capable of accommodating sixty boarders at a time. It
was soon filled, and ten applicants a day sometimes turned away for want of
room. Twenty thousand dollars have been subscribed by the citizens of St.
Johns, and six thousand granted by the Provincial Parliament, a site pur-
chased, and arrangements making for the erection of a lurge and commodious
Sailor’s Home. “Indeed it is heart.cheering,” says the Chaplain, “to find
gentlemen, who laughed at our supposed weakness and folly eight months
ago, now among the first to contribute and cheer us on.” While the Chaplain
haos thus labored in this important enterprize, he has not forgotten the preach-
ingGof the Gospel to seamen, and the more direct labors for their conversion
to Gud.

The Board most eordially greet our British friends on their liberality and
success in the good work. :

UNOCCUPIED PORTS:

‘We have thus in our review passed around the globe, and found our Chap-
laincies in almost every quarter of the world, and our Chaplains and Mission-
aries zealously and successfully laboring among the thousands of seamen re-
sorting to them; let not our friends, however, think that the work is done, or
withhold their hands from giving, or their hearts from prayer.

Important ports are open to us, had we the men and the means to fill them ;
—in China, in India, in South America, in the West Indies, and other
islands of the sea.
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AIBED AUXILIARIES,

IN OUR OWN PORTS.
MAINE SEAMEN'S UNION,

By an arrangement with the Maine Seamen’s Union, an Agent of the Ame-
rican Society, the Rev. Wm. Bushnell, occupies this field in collecting funds
for the general objects of the Society, while a small amount is guaranteed, to
be raised principally in Portland and immediate vicinity, for the support of the

PORTLAND BETHEL.—Rgv. J. R. Frexcr, Chaplain.

In a recent communication, Mr. French says: « The Lord has moved the
friends of the sailor to engage in the establishment of 2 Home for seamen in
Portland, and some $10,000 have been secured for this object, a beautitul loca-
tion on which there is a fine house purchased, a charter obtained from the
Legislature, and Capt. C. T. Bailey, of Boston, secured to take charge of it
when it shall be in readiness for occupancy.”

“During the year there has been some pleasing religious interest, ten or
more hopeful conversions; three added to the church, who have proved them-
selves to be worthy members. About 62,000 pages of tracts have been distributed
among the shipping and sailor boarding-houses ; steamboats and other vessels
have been gratuitously supplied with Bibles to the amount of some $85.
Seventy-nine sailors have pledged themselves to total abstinence from all that
intoxicates, and have received each a Bible with the pledge.”

BOSTON SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY.

By an arrangement with this branch of the American Society,an Agent, the
Rev. S. W. Hanks, occupies Massachusetts in raising funds for the general
cause, a portion of which is retained for the objects of the Society in Boston,
and the balance paid into the treasury of the Parent Society. Under the care
and direction of this branch is

THE BOSTON SAILOR'S HOME.

A model institution of the kind for this country and the world, kept by Capt.
J. Chaney. The number of boarders received into the Home for the year has
been 2,387. The number of shipwrecked and destitute seamen aided, 118,
at an expense of about $537. The Society has also sustained preaching to
seamen during the year at the

Mariner’s CHURCH, cor. of Sea and Summer sts.~REv. G. W. BougrsE
Chaplain.

For a detailed account of the operations of the Boston Society we must refer
to their own forthcoming Annual Report.

PROVIDENCE, R.I—Rgv. J. O. Banxey, Chaplain.

Mr. Barney has kept up an evening service for seamen a part of the year,
under the direction of the Providence Ladies’ Seamen’s Friend Society, and
sustained by a small appropriation out of the funds collected in Providence for
the general cause. Mr. Barney has also visited the sick among them, relieved
the destitute, and distributed many thousands of tracts and religions books
among the thousands of seamen frequenting this port. In a communication he
says : “ There have been a number of instances of reform in refegpnce to in-
temperance, profanity, and other vices, I every year witness improvement

3
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among seamen. They all come into port sober, and were they not tempted
by those on shore, would be temperate men. So far as the Maine Law has
been enforced in this city, the effect has been good, and many sailors say, they
wish it were rigidly enforced ; then they wonld be sober men, and keep their
money.” He speaks also of the good evidence some seamen give of the
genuineness of conversion under his ministry of former years.

NORFOLK SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY, Va.

The Board last year made a small appropriation to aid this Society in reliev.
ing itself from the loss occasioned by the burning of the Bethel in Norfolk.
The Bethel has been rebuilt. There has been regular preaching once a Sab-
bath to respectable congregations of seamen by the different pastors in the city.
The Society has on hand $11,345 towards the erection of a Sailor's Home;
is about to purchase a site and commence the building. A faithful seamen’s
Chaplain, and means to sustain him, are greatly needed inthis port.

WILMINGTON SEAMEN'S FRIEND SOCIETY, N. C.—Rev, Wn. J.
Lancoon, Secretary.

Over eight thousand seamen engaged in the foreign and coastwise trade
annually arrive at Wilmington. The Board have extended aid to this Society
ic their efforts to erect and furnish a Sailor’s Home in this port. Chiefly
through the efforts of their energetic Agent, Rev. Mr. Langdon, about' $12,000
have been secured for the object, a site purchased, with a house, now partially
occupied, bat about to be fitted up for a more commodious Sailor’s Home, It
is hoped that this efficient auxiliary will soon have a Bethel also, and a faithful
seamen’s Chaplain to labor among these thousands.

MOBILE PORT SOCIETY, Aras—REev. A. McGrasmer, Chaplain in
the City ; Rev. Jory GrioLeY, M.D., Chaplain in the Bay.

As noticed in the Report of last year, Mr. Gridley was appointed by the
Board to labor as Chaplain and Physician among the thousands of seamen in
the Buy of Mobile, during the shipping season, and as Agent to raise funds
among the churches South during the remaining months of the year. He
entered upon his service the first of May, 1853 ; arrived in Mobile the middle
of December. The Bethel ship was fitted up, both for a Bethel, and Hospital,
and residence for the Chaplain, and dedicated on the 5th of February, 1854,
and is riding at her anchors among the shipping in the Bay.

During the month of March there were regular Sabbath services. Twenty-
seven had been received into the hospital, {wenty-one had been discharged,
and two had died,

In connection with the morning and evening prayers, the Chaplain has a
Bible-class on board. The Chaplain is not witliont encouraging indications
that souls have been benefited as well as bodily maladies healed.

Says the Chaplain : “ I have never before so fully realized the importance of
the work of onr mission in the Bay, comprising as it does efforts to relieve the
bodily sufferings, and to administer to the religious wants of the often
uncared-for “sons of the sea.”

It is in contemplaticn to have on this ship a reading-room, post-office, and a
Bay light. May it be a light indeed 1o guide many a mariner to the Haven of
eternal rest. .

The Sailor’s Home in the port, and the Bethel on land, are stillin successful
operation, under the ministry of the Rev, A. McGlashen, and sustained by the
Port Society.

. NEW YORK PORT SOCIETY.

Byan arrangement with this oldest Seamen’s Friend Society in the land, a

e
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share of the funds collected for the cause of seamen, from the churches in this
city, is appropriated towards sustaining its Chaplaincy.

The past year has been a year of loss and mourning to this Society, to many
seamen frequenting the port, to many poor in the city, and to the friends of
seamen generally.

Father Chase, one of the members of the Board, so long and so well kncwpn
among seamen, after having preached the Gospel with so much faithfulness
and affection to them for thirly-three years, has closed his career on earth.
His last sermon in the Bethel, which he preached with such unction and ear-
nestness, “as though he ne’er shonld preach again,” was from the text, Job
vil. 16, 1 would not live always.” The Thursday following, 7th of July, he
was attacked with paralysis, occasioned by congestion of the brain, and in
thirty-two hours entered into everlasting life. Anson G. Phelps, also, one of
the earliest friends of the cause, at one time President of the Society ; and
Capt. William A. Spencer, of the U. S. Navy, both members of the Board,
have died within the year.

Prea~hing has been regularly maintained in the Bethel in Roosevelt street
by stated supplies; and efforts, as yet unavailing, have been made to find a
successor to Mr. Chase.

On account of its supposed bad location, the Bethel has been recently sold, a
church in Monroe street temporarily rented until a better location can be se-
cured, and a new Bethel built.

SAILOR’S HOME.—Carram D. Tracy, Superintendent.

The Home, after having been occupied for eleven years, has been tho-
roughly repaired, painted, and refurnished, and made thus more attractive and
comfortable to its increasing number of boarders. Mr. Daniel Tracy took
charge of the Home on the 1st of May, 1853. The number of boarders for
the year has been 3,460 ; whole number since the house was opened, twelve
years, 40,056. The number of shipwresked and destitute seamen relieved
during eleven months is 140, at an expense of $646 68. Temperance meet-
ings in the large hall of the house are kept up once a week ; sailors ofien teke
part in these meetings, and give them no little interest; during six months of
the year 200 have signed the temperance pledge, and ii is estimated that about
$10,000 have been deposited by bvarders in the Savings Bank, besides about
$30,000 carried away with them to their homes. There has been a tolerable
attendance at the religious service morning and evening, and at the weekly
prayer-meetings. The prospects of the institution for extensive and permanent -
good to the sailor were never perhaps more encouraging.

COLORED SAILOR’S HOME.—Mgr. Arsro Lyox, Superintendent.

This Home, which has sometimes been aided by the Board, has received
the past year 533 boarders, 35 of whom have been relieved, at an expense of
$690 26 by Mr. Lyon, a large share of which has been honorably repaid. 1t
is exerting a good influence upon the colered seamen of this port; many of
them are becoming provident in their habits, and saving their money for their
own thrift and comfort,

SHIPS’ LIBRARIES.

A number of ships have been supplied with libraries to the amount of 1,167
volumes, at an expense to the Scciety of $216 39. Through the agency of
Mr. Pierson, Agent of the Marine Bible Society, a number of owners have
been induced to purchase libraries for their ships and thus extend the good
influence of a better sea literature. A larger number of sea captains and offi-
cers are taking a deeper interest in the work of Bible, book and tract distribu-
tion than in former years, and with obvious good results in many instances.
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Through the same agency 7,600,000 pages of tracts, in various languages
havedbeen put on board ships sailing from this port, for distribution through the
world.

Hopes were entertained a year ago, that a considerable legacy devised for
this specific object, wonld have been available ere this to earry out the will of
the testator, but the will has been contested, the case carried up to the Supreme
Court, where it now 1ests undecided.

SAILOR’S MAGAZINE.

‘We are now issuing the twenty sixth volume of this periedical. - Although
there has been a considerable increase in the subseription list during the year,
it is not mow, nor ever has been, sustained wholly by its paying subscribers.
Yet its agency among the friends of the cause is found to be indispensable, and
in an indirect way, financially profitable to the Society.

It is found to be a welcome companion to the saiior in the forecastle, and
the Board regret we have not the means to give it a wider gratuitous distribu-
tion among seamen. Its monthly issues are now 8,500 copies.

KINDRED SOCIETIES IN THE U. S,

Under this head we include all those local Societies, some of them under
denominational patronage, co-operating wite us in the work of reforming
seamen, though independent of our aid or control.

They are located in »1] the principal seaports of the United States and on
the Western waters.  On account of the unusual length of our Report, we
cannot enter into our accustomed details of the doings of these auxiliaries,

SAN FRANCISCO, CarL.—Rev. Mr. Tavzor, Chaplain.

There is in this port a floating Bethel and an efficient preacher to seamen,
sustained by the citizens of the place.

NEW ORLEANS, La.

There is in this city a Sailor’s Home and two seamen’s preachers. The
Port Society has formerly received aid from the American Society.

The number of boarders received into the Home during 1853 was 1,753,700
of whom have attended religious services. About 1,000 were foreigners. Efforts
are now making in New Orleans to raise $15,000 1o complete the original
design, by ereeting the front building of the Home; a considerable portion of
which sum has been secured. *The boarders,” says the Superintendent, “ as
a body, have conducted themselves with propriety and decorum. There had
not been half the difficulty in their management as formerly. In the tem.
perance cause there is a marked improvement.” A combined and violent effort
had been made by the rum landlords to prevent seamen irom eutering the
Home, or shipping from it. This violence has thoroughly areused merchants
and citizens to action, which it is hoped will result in the overthrow of the
system of “advance wages,” and rum landlords with it.

SAVANNAH, Ga—Rzv. T. Hurenms, Chaplain.

In addition to the Mariner’s Church in this port is a Sairor’s Hemg —

Carr. Q. C. PARKER, Superintendent. About 1,000 sailors have boarded
at the Home within the year. :
. “Their deportment,” says the Superintendent, « has been decidedly better
than in any previous year. Many of the boarders have carried away money
with them. Several have become serious, and resolved to seek the Lord as
their portion.” A new and larger building is much needed. '
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CHARLESTON, 8. C.—Rev. Wi B. Yares, Chaplain.

“There has been,” says the Chaplain, “a good attendance at the Bethel.
Several hopeful conversions have taken place during the past year. I have
lately heard of not a few who signed the temperance pledge in our Bethel
years ago, who are now occupying offices of profit and trust. A number of
sailors who signed ten years ago are now captains of first class vessels in
Europe and this country.”

The merchants have contributed $3,610 50,and paid the debt on the Sailor’s
Home. The number of seamen who have been boarders is 450, some of them
at several times within the year.

BALTIMORE.—Rev. H. Besr, Chaplain.
In this port is a Sailor’s Home and Bethel, and a faithful Chaplain.
PHILADELPHIA.

More than one thousand have been admitted into the Sailor’s Home within
the year; a good number of these have signed the temperance pledge. Seve-
ral have become members of different churches. There are four sailor’s
churches in this city. The Colportenrs among seamen have sold or given
away three thousand Bibles and five thousand Testaments during the past
year.

NEW BEDFORD.—Rrv. Mosgs How, Chaplain.

A good Bailor’s Home, the gift of one benevolent lady, and a Bethel poorly
sustained by the citizens.

BOSTON.

Exclusive of the Boston Society’s Home and Bethel, there are four sea-
men’s preachers, and Capt. Sullivan, the “ Marine Missionary,” at large, all
actively and successfully engaged in saving the souls of seamen; and a good
Sailor’s Home at North Square, and several other good temperance boarding
houses for seamen. The keepers have entered into a combination to ship no

more seamen on the Sabbath. The Maine Law is working favorably for sea-
men.

SALEM.—REv. Mz. CarrroN, Chaplain.

Two temperance boarding-houses for seamen and a Bethel.
NEW YORK.

In this city, and Brooklyn, and at the Snug Harbor, and the Seamen’s Re-
treat on Staten Island, are ten ordained ministers preaching the Gospel to sea-
men under the Bethel flag; besides several lay colporteurs distributing Bibles
and tracts in many languages among them with various success and good re-
sults. Eight of these seamen’s preachers are sustained by the churches of the
different denominations; one at the Snug Harbor by the Randall legacy ; and
one at the Retreat by the State. There are four good temperance boarding-
houses for seamen, and of considerable size, besides the Sailor’s Home, and
the Colored Sailor’s Home.

THE SEAMEN’S SAVINGS BANK

Has now about $6,000,000 on deposit, over $2,000.000 of which belong to
seamen.  $40,000 are known to have been deposited by seamen during fifteen
consecutive days, This fact alone is an argument that outweighs a thousand
assertions affirming “ that seamen are not improved.”
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WESTERN WATERS.

On the varions channels of our inland commerce, THE AMERICAN BETHEL
Society, and Tee WesTERN SEaMEN's FriEND SocieTy,and the PHLADEL-
PHTA SABBATH AsSOCIATION, have been pursuing their work with diligence-
The former has sustained on the canals of New York and New Jersey twenty.
three missionaries, besides chaplains at Buffalo, Whitehall, and on the Hudson
River, and raised for their support $8.175. There is also a Bethel and chap.
lain at Albany, sustained by the citizens. The Western Seamen’s Friend
Society has sustained twenty-one laborers, missionaries and chaplains on the
Waestern lakes, rivers and canals, snd has raised for their sapport $10,000,
besides $20,000 more which has been expended in the erection of chapels.
The Philadelpaia Sabbath Association has sustained eight chaplains and mis-
sionarics on the canals of ’ennsylvania, and have raised for their support
$2,864 68.

FINANCES:

The total receipts of the year ending May 1st have been $27.724 91, which
is an increase of $2,441 29 over last year. The expenditures during the
same time have been $27,389 60. This does not include the receipts into the
treasuries of the local Societies on our seaboard and at the West, which must
amount in the aggregate to over $60,000 a year, for their current expenses,
besides more than $65,000 raised principally during the past two years for
the erection of Bethelsand Sailor’s Homes.

A more detailed statement of receipts and expenditures is found in the
Treasurer’s Report.

CONCLUSION.

Tn view of the history of the Society’s operations the past year, its present
position, after near thirty years of toil, in the foreign field and at home, and by
the co-operation of its auxiliaries, we ask again, is it ¢rue, “that nothing is
doing, nothing done” ? * No improvement made, but seamen are getting worse
and worse.”?  While we appreciate fully the difficulties of owners and officers
in consequence of bad and incompetent seamen, and the entire sincerity with
which the assertion is often made; while we admit that there were never so
many bad men in the increasing mass ; we assert at the same time, sustained
by the facts in the Report, that there were never so0 many competent seamen,
so many moral and religious men and officers among them as now. While
we have admitted fully in the introduction to the Report, all the truth there is
contained in the assertion, and pointed out somewhat at length, some of the
chief causes of the deterioration of seamen,—found in the increase of the
number,—the foreign element,—the bad government,—the inadequate wages,—
the deprivation of social and moral influences ; causes not under our control,
but to some extent under that of those pressed most with the difficulties; we
cannot for 2 moment admit the truth of the broad assertions, “ that no advance
has been made in their reform ;” « that they are worsenow than thirty years ago.”
Noimprovement! To render the asseriion ¢rue ! some Vandal power must be
let loose, to raze to the ground more than sixty Bethels in the principal ports of
thisand other lands, and seal the lips of more than sixty ordained Chaplains, and
turn as many sailor congregations away from the invitations of the gospel, back
to the noisy corrupting throngs of strange cities, without a Sabbath or a house
of prayer; to bind the hands of as many lay missionaries and colporteurs, now
scattering the Word of God and evangelical books over every sea; to ransack
almost every forecastle and cabin, and stezl thepce every Bible and Hymn
Book, and the living words, and burning thoughts of the mighty fiead, and re-
place them with the licentious, debasing sea literature of former times; to de:-
molish every Sailor’s Home and Temperance Boarding-house, and turn their
thrice ten thousand inmates from comfort and respectability, back to the
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drunken, filthy dens of shame and infamy ; to draw ont more than two millions
of sailors’ money from savings banks, and disperse it among the ¢ sharks,” and
draw other millions from the happy homes of the sailor’s wife and children,
2nd turn these into homes of desolation and want ; to break up all our Foreign
Chaplaincies, drive those devoted men home, and in many a debauched and
sickly port,leave the sailor’s death-bed as cheerless, as hopeless as the gate-
way of despair; to turn the quiet of your Sabbaths in every port into the bustle
of the great lucky sailing day, and tumble on board your drunken, debauched
crews, and add to your ships’ stores the necessary barrels of rum and whis.
key, and wreck many of them bhecause the captain was drunk, or because in
the midst of the peril the crew had taken to the whiskey barrel, to have the
benefit of dying while drunk, and turn the government of law on shipboard to
the government of the handspike, and the quiet, respectful order and reply,
to the foul blasphemies of Pandemonium, and settle every, and many petty
broils by a few tairly dealt rounds of ¢ fisti-cuffs;” to make the stars and
stripes—the flag of his beloved land, a terror to every missionary on the globe;
to drag down from staticns of trust and respectability many a sea captain, and
rich merehant too, to becoms again the beastly, drunken, rolling sailor, and
strip the church of some of its brightest ornaments, and plunge them back
into the mire and filih of sin. Nay; it 1ust assail Heaven, and drag thence
thousands of redeemed ones, and drive them to eternal wailings; and turn
back the increasing flow of the Church’s gold and silver in the work, and
dry up the gushing fountains of her benevolence, and wither every sympathy
of the Church for the sailor, and close Heaven to her every prayer, and every
returning answer, and throw around her vision fixed on this dark mass of men,
the gloom of the night of utter hopelessness and despair.

When this Vandal work is all done, then turn the dial of time forty years
back, and you have simply the state of things before Stafford, and East-
burn, and Jenks, and Chase begun: and who would, might croak amidst the
gloom of the night of this desolation, “ Your enterprize among seamen is a
Jailure “ Seamen are only growing worse.”

It is too late in the day to roll buck such desolations. 'The reform has made,
and is making progress. The work cannot be undone. It must and will go for-
ward to completion. We hail the somewhat restless and earnest movements and
measures of merchants in all our large ports, to increase the number aud effici-
ency of our seamen as auspicious signs,and sure proofs of progress. We sug-
gest a better way, however, than petitioning Congress and Legislatures, who are
generally so occuplied with their own peculiar business as to have little time
for anything else. Let merchants unite in all our priacipal ports, and organize
Boards, and farnish capital to commence nautical schools for boys, and agen-
cies to gather in the idle lads, and boys from the country wishing to go to sea.
‘Once under way, it will be easy to get appropriations from Congress, out of a
full treasury, in aid. Let inducements be offered to better men, by better
wages paid when, and only when earned. Let the ship be arranged to ac-
commodate the sailor as if he were a man, and have its library of science, of
literature, and religion ; and since our ships are growing to the size of Noah's
Ark, why should they not like the Ark centain the whole family, especially of
masters and officers? If two millions of men must inbhabit the ocean, why
must they be doomed to dwell alone ? It will not always be so, we see signs
of change. Almost all our Foreign Chaplains speak of the increasing num-
ber,and good influences of captain’s wives residing on ship.board, and making
the ship a happy home. There is work on ship-board that can be performed
by stewards’s and sailors’ wives. 'We merely offer the suggestion. The time
may come when economy and profit to the owner will dictate the employment
of sober married men as seamen, rather than the single, riotous, and prodigal.
Let interest, and benevolence, and enlarged philanthropy bring to the aid of this
work every man, and means to improve and elevate, and render honorable
and honored all the agencies and influences of American commerce, Let the
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whole Chureh of God pray the Lord of the Harvest to send forth laborers, and

furnish means, till there shall be Homes, and Bethels,and Chaplains in every

port on the globe ; and the Board will cheerfully toil on till the trinmph pre-

t(i}ilc]ted ‘Itl)y the Prophet is achieved, * The abundance of the sea converted to the
urch.”
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( Sm~ :lair, John C.. Newbu yport. Mass. |
. Elatér, 1. Frank, Provid-nee, R 1.

Smith, Rev Ambrose, Bos-awen N. H.
Smi:h, Rev. Albert, Vernon, Ct.
Swith, M ss Sis«n A., Madison, Ct
Snow, Edwn M., Pivvilevce, R. L
Somers. Viiss Emily; Newtown, Ct.
Soule, Hon. Rufu, Freep rt, Me.
Souttrr, James T., Astoria, N. Y.
Spiriow, Mrs. Ardelin, Culchester, Ct.
S au on, Miss Lizzie, Clinton, Ct.
Stannard, Capt. K berr, West"rook, Ct.
Steiuner, Conrad Newark, N. J.
Stone, Mrs. Hannah, Beverley, Mass.
Stone, Rev. James P., Greensboro, Vt.
Stiong, Rev. Thomas C., Newtown,
N

Strong: R;zv‘ David L., Deerfield, Mass.
Sutherland, Rev. David, Ba:h, N. H.

Taylor, Mrs. H. T. II. Francistown,
N.H

Taylor, James C , Derry, N. H.
Tenney, Rev. Charles. Chester, N. H.
Terbeli, Charles, Bri teehampton, N. Y.
Thayer, Dea. W., Randolph Mass.
Thomp on, Denise, Frechod, N. J.
‘Lhomnpson, Jomes B, Pepperill, Mass.
Tobey, Rev. Alvan, Durham. N. ],
Torbert Dr. H. D. Camden, N. Y.
Townsend, Rev. Luther, Troy, N. Y.

T rowb idge, Wiliam J., New Haven.

Tucker, Mrs. Anna, falliston, Mass.

Vail, Rev. Joseph. p. p. Somers, Ct.
VanDyck, Josph, New Pilz, N. Y.
Vinceut, Joseph R., Wisterly, R. I.

Wles, Dea. Ephraim, Randolph, Mass,
Waiker, Rev. Char es. Piusford, Vt.
Wardwell T'homas J., Providence, R. 1.
Ward, Lingdon 8., New Yk,
Warner, William P , Stockbridge, Mass.
Weeks, Capt. Hiram, Culcie-ter, Ct.
Wel s, William H., Newburyport, Ma:s.
Wetherbee, Dea. Asa, Lowell, Muss,
Wennore, Chailes. » p., Hil -, S. L.
‘Whi temore, John, Fitzwilliam, N. H.
Wickes, VVllllam W., Brookiyn, N. Y.
Wilcox, Rev. G. B, I“nchburz, Mass.
Wil iams, Chs B Rlchm wad, Va.

Wi liams, Thomas, Hopkinston, N. IL.
Wil'man, Rev. J., Derry, N. t.

Wood, ttev. G. 1., tllington, Ct.
‘Worth, John, Hile, § [.

Wyeckoff, Riohard L., New York.



DONATIONS

TO THE AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY,

From Aprm 15, 1853, To APRIL 15, 1854,

I=F™ The following List of Ioneys Receiv~d, will not agree precisely with
the Treadurer’s Account in another part of this Report, as that is caleulated
from May 1, 1853, to May 1. 1854 ; whereas this List comprehends tne
moneys acknowledged in the Magazine of the year, commensed with April

15:h, and ending April 15th.

MAINE.
Augusta.
Congl. Soc’y, - - - 2001
Auburn.
Congl. Soc’y, - .- . 16 00
Bath.
Winter St. Soc’y, - 1784
Central Soc'y, - - 957

First Parish 83, Scheol, 20 00—47 41

Bangor.

First Church, - - 4500
8. School, First Parish 30 00—75 00

Biddejord.

Second Soc'y, - - - 1770
Bluehill.
Congl. Soc’y, « - - 300
Brunswick.
Rev. Dr. Adams’ Soc’y, - 1600
Brewer chllagc.
Congl 8ocy, - - -

11 61

Castine.
John H. Jarvis, - -
Camden.
A few Friends, - -
Cumlberland.

Congl. Soc’y, - - -
East Machias.
Individuals, - - -
Freeport.
Congl. Soc’y, - - -
Gloucester North.
Baptist Church, - -

Gorham.
Congl. Soc’y, - - -
Kennebunkport.

South Congl. Soc’y, - -

Lewiston Falls.
'CPB&L Soc’yy ~ o »

20 00
. 400

935
29 00
40 00

6 00
25 00
20 00

23 00
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Minot. ~ NEW HAMPSHIRE
Congl. Soc’y, - - " 20 00 Atkinson.
Newcastle. Congl, Soc’y, - - - 1376
Friends, - - - - 10 25 Bath.
New Gloucester. Congi. Soc’y, - - - 2300
Congl. Soc’y, - - - 2000 Boscowan.
‘West Parish, - 2000
North Belfont. First Congl. Soc’y, 20 00—40 00
Seamen’s Concert, - - 12 00
Concord.
Petersham. Ladies’ Sea. 'r. Soc’y, 230 00
Rev. A. B. Foster, - - 300 { Mrs. T . Merrill, - 500
First Soc’y, - - 15 00-250 00
Phipshur,
4 & 8 Chester.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 880
4 CgWhunz(’Jre, - 100—98p ¢ Friends, - . - . 8 58
Saccarappa. 2erry.
Mys, D, 1Z2Gregor, - 10 00
Congl Socy, - - = 1434 ¢ pyuggoey, - - 2000—30 00
Thomaston. Dover.
Congl. Soc'y, - - - 900 ¢ Congl. Soc’y, - - - 2300
Waldoboro. Durham.
Friends, - - =~ - 1900 ¢ Congl Soc'y, - - - 2350
Warren. Dunbarton.
Congl. See’ - - 00
Congl. Soc'y, - - - 1060 Ongl. SRCH - 15
Wells. Exeter.
First Soc’y, - - 1268
First Socy, - - - 1421 Ladies’Soo. Fr. Soc’y, 20 00—3268
Wiscasset. Fitzaillicm,.
Congl. Soc’ - - 8063 ¢ Congl Sor'y, - 3400
gl Bocd: John Wiiiore, - 10 00—41 00
Woolwich.
S 583 Franctstown,
Congl. Socy, = = - Congl. Ch, and Soc’y, - 8150
Yariwout?.,
2 mlsum. _
A Friend, -~ - 3000 e . B . -
Congl. Soc - - 1561 Anenas, 800
Bapt. Ch. nnd Soc’y, 6 50—42 11 Greenland.

Total, « -« $60385 ¢ Congl. Soc’y, - - 18 00
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Greenfield,
Evan. Congl. Soc’y, - 8 00
Great Falls.
Congl. Soc'y, - - - 2450
Haverhill.

First Soc'y, - - 2800 .
Union Meeting, - 7 00—35 00
Hancock.

Congl. Soc'y, - - - 6 54
Hampton.
Congl. Soc'y, - - - 20 00
Henniker.
Congl. Soc'y, - - 2200
Meth. Epis. Church, 3172—25172
Hinsdale.
Seamen’s Concert, - - 300
Hollis.
Congl. Soc’y, - =« - 3972
Hopkinton.
Congl. Soc’y, - - - 4000
Jaffray.
‘Fem. Ben. So. 1st Ch., 13 00
First Soc’y, - - 71532053
Keene.
First Soc’y, - - - 2993
Lebanon.
Congl. Soc’y, - « - 1300
Londonderry.
Pres. Church, - - - 16 00
Lyme.
Young Ladies’ Sea. Fr.
Soc’y,- - - 2000
Congl, Soc'y, - 20 00—40 00

Manchester.
Friend, - - - - b 00
Mason.
Congl. Soc'y, - . 300
Nashua.

Pearl 8t. Soc’y, - 3835
Olive St. Congl. Suc’y, 46 00—84 35

Newport.
Congl. Soc'y, - 956
John Trask, - - 100—10 56
New Alstead.
Friend, - - - - 500
N. Groton.
D. Cummings, - . 200
Northampton.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 1530
Portsmouth.
North Church, - - 17 50
Ridge.
Ladies’ Sew. Soc'y, - 1500
Sanbornton.
Congl. Soc’y, - 2400
Mrs. 8. C. Gerrish, 20 0p—44 00
Sullivan.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 14 00
Troy.
Trin’n Soc’y, - 800
Rev. L. Townsend, 5 00—13 00
West Swanzey.
David G, Mason, - . 20 00
West Concord.
Congl. Soc’y, =~ - 1000
Windham.
Pres. Church, - - 12 00

Total, - -  $1,19070
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VERMONT.

Benson.

Congl. Chur:h and Sac’y, 21 06

Bennington.

20 07

Congl. Soc’y, -
2 27—22 34

Second Congl. Soc'y,

Brandon.

32 00

Congl Soc’y, -
8 U0—40 00

Bapt. Chureh, -
Castleton.

3310
10034 10

Congl. Socy, -
F. Parker,

Charleston.

Orleans Conference - 12 00

Clarendon.
20 00

Congl. Soc'y,

Cornwall.
21 00

Congl. Soc’y,

Craftsbury.

Congl. Soc’y, 500

Durset.

Congl. Soc’y, - 2041
Experience Barrows, 20 00—40 41

East Bennington.
1775

Congl. Soc'y,

Greensboro,

Congl. Soc'y, 22 00

Johnsbury.

76 76
63 49-140 25

North Soc’y,
Second Suc'y,

Ludlow.

20 00

Congl. Soc'y,
Machester.

Congl. Soc’y, 33 16
Mrs. Burpham, 20 09—b63 16

|

|

Middlebury.
Congl. Soc’y, - a 39 00
Montpelier.
C.Bowen, - - 200
Congl. Soc’y, - 8900
S. M., - - - 500—66 00
New Haven.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 18 30
Newbury.
First Congl. Soc'y, - 13 41
Orwell.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 20 00
Pittsford.
Congl. Soc’y, « - 2000
St. Albans.
First Soc'y, - - - 30 61
St. Johnsbury.
J. P. Fairbauks, - - 20 00
Wallingford.
Congl. Soc'y, - - 2220
West Rutland.
Congl. Soc’y, - = booo
West Hulifax.
< 8. 8. Arnold, - - 300
Total, .. $771 33
MASSACHUSETTS.
Ambherst.

Ladies’ & Gents’ Benev. Soc’y, 47 33

Barre.

Congl. Soc'y, - « 5600
Beverly.

Ladies’ Sea. Friend Soc’y, 2000
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Boston.

Seam. Fr. Soc'y, 1,186 35
T. S, - -

3 00—1,189 35

Conway.
Young Ladies Sew. Soc’y, 27 00
Easthampton.
First Parish, - - 21 00
Fitchburg.
Trinitarian, - - “ 925
Great Barrington.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 53 04
Groveland.
Fem. Seam. Fr. Soc’y, - 26 00
Hampshire Co.
Life Member, - - 10 00
Hadley.
Ladies Sea. Fr. Soc’y, Ist
Parigsh, - - 35 67
George Dickinson, 30 00—65 67
Hinsdale.
Con. Boc’y, - - 94 22
Lee.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 77 45
Leicester.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 90 00
Lenox. .
Congl. Soc’y, - . 76 42
Leverett.
Ladies Benev. Soc’y, - 29 00
Lowell
Little George, - - 50
Marion.
C:mgl. Soc’y, - - 474
Middletown.
Rev, Mr. Wood’s Soc’y, 615

RNV

Millbury.
Second Soc'y, - - 17 14
Newbury Port.
Ladies Bethel Soc’y, - 80 00
Northampton.
Fem. Seam. Fr. Soc’y, First
Parish, - 37 81
Gent. Ben. Soc’y, 123 00
A Friend, - 20 00
Fem. Benev. Soc'y,
Edw Ch,, - 26 50 .
Gent. do. do. do,, 39 66—247 00
North Hadley,
Class S. 8. Scholars, - 2 53
North Adams.
AFdend, - - - 9200
Plainfield.
Mrs. H. Hallock, - 100
Friend, - - 2 00—3 00
Reading.’
Bethesda Jun. Ben. Soc'y, 300
Sheffield.
Rev, Jas. Bradford, - 500
Sippican.
Seam. Fr. Soc’y, - 20 00
South Hadley.
P. Allen, - - - 509
Southbore.
Pilgrim Ch. and Soc’y, 10 80
Somerville.
M. M. Dean, - - 200
Stockbridgze,
G. P. Bradley, - 200
Congl. Soc’y, - 44 00—46 00
Sudbury.
Union Church, - - 11 05
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Townsend.
Con. Soc’y, - - 3000
Watertown.
Capt. S. Stickney, - 2 50
West Granville.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 12 00
West Stockbridge.
Rev. 8. Bryant, . - 100
Westford.
Orthodox Soc’y, - = 500
Williamstown.
First Soc’y, - - 8750
Worcester.

Congl. Soc'y, 68 39

Late Eliz Waldo, 1,300 00—1,368 39 |

Total, $3,883 32

RHODE ISLAND-

Bristol.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 10 00
Newport,
A Friend, - - - 20 00
Pautucket.
Ladies Sewing Soc’y, - 20 00

Providence.)

Benif. Con. Soc., 26375
Members of High,

St. Ch., 38 37
First Bapt. Ch,, 33513
St.John's Epis.Ch., 112 00
Richmond St.-Ch., 44 00
Central Cong. Ch., 134 25
Dea. J. Boyce, 20 00
Joseph Manton, 10 00
Edw’d Carrington, 300 00
Dr. Fearing, 5 00—1,262 50

Westerly.

Rev. A. B. Burdick’s
Soc’y, -

137

]

%

|

TWENTY-SIXTH. ANNUAL REPORT.

First Baptist Ch,, 20 00
Congl. Socy, . 13 00—56 77T
Total, - - &,369 27 )
CONNECTICUT.
Branford.
Congl. Soc'y, - - 20 00-
Birmingham.
Congl. Soc’y, - . 96 93,
Bethlekem.
Judah Baldwin, - - 8 60
Black Rock.
First Society, - - 11 44
Bridgeport.
First Society, - - 85 00
Bristol.
Congl. Soc’y, - 5663
Meth. Epis. Ch.,, 6 09
A Little Child, - 1626434
Cheshire,
Congl.-Soc’y, - - 35.19"
Chester.
E. G 8wift, - - - 5:00
Clinton.

Mys. G. Buckingham, 20.00
Ladies Benev. Soc’y, 25 00--45- 00

) Colchester.
Wm, Stebbins,

100
First Soc’y, - 64 54
Sewing Soc’y, 20 00}
Baptist Soc’y, 20 00:=-105 54
Danbury.
First Socy, - - 53 15
Deep-River.
Late Mrs. U, R. Spencer. 15 00
Derby.
First Congl. Soc’y, . 60 00
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Easton.
<C, T. Prentice, - = 2 00
East Haddam. .
First Ch. of Christ. - 10 00
Ellington.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 22 00
Fairfield.
First Soc’y, - - 51 08
Farmington.
First Soc’y, - - 36 59
Fitchville.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 2000
- Gloshen.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 25 00
Guiiford.
"Fhird Congl. Soc’y, 13 00

First « “ 35 00—48 00

Green’s Farms.
~Congl. Soc'y, - -

Greenville.

Gongl. Soc.y, - - 1716

Glreenwich.

"Mrs. Mary E. Mason, 20 00
Second Cong. Soc., 118 26
-First Soc'y, - 40 00—178 26

Hartford.

Pearl st. Con. Ch,, 133 00

Ladies Sea. Fr. Soc., 20 00

First Eccle’l, Soc'y, 279 75

North Congl. Soc’y, 86 76—519 51
Hisganum.

Congl. Soc’y, - - 900

Huntington.

A Friend, - - 20-00
Betsey Punderson 10 00—30 00
Lebarion.

“Mrs. Mary Huntington, 20 00

£ Lady, - -

3000

- College St. Soc’y,

100
Ladies Benev. Soc'y, 21 00—42 00

Litchfield.

First. Congl. Soc’y, - 88 31

Lisbon.
Firat Soc’y, - - 636
Lyme.

First Congl. Soc’y, -

Madison.

Y’g Ladies Sew. Soc,, 30 00
Ladies Union Soc’y, 36 00—66:00

Mansfield.
Female S. School, -

34 00

225

Menchester.

First Congl. Soc’y, - 52 00

Meriden.
Congl. SBoc’y, - -
Milford.

First Congl. Soc’y,
Second « o

New Milford.

Ladies Mite Soc’y,
Mrs. Merwin, -

29 11

3100
30 06—61 05.

525
1 00—6: 25

New Haven.

58 18
65 08
23 30
296 22
94 60
82 00

South 6
Howe St. “
Center “
North “
Third “
Abby Salisbury, 20 00

Chapel St. Soc’y, 7023

S. School Center Ch., 30 76—~"740 37

New London.

139 50
168 20—307 70

North Woodstock.
Congl. Soc’y, - -

Second Soc’y,
First  ~

2512
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Norwalk. Sharon.
First Soc’ . - 80 76 5 Balance, - - 75
st Soc g Meth, Epis, Ch., 8 25
Norwich. First Soc'y, -  2825—3725
Wm. W. Williams, 20 00 Simsury.
First Soc’y, - 2500 D. B. M oL
R. Hubbard, - 20 00 cLean, 1000
Second Con. Soc’y, 137 84—202 84 Somers.
Portland. Congl. Soc’y, - - 20 00
H. Talcott, - - - 300 } Stamford.
Plainfield. { Congl.Socy, - . 6087
Congl. Socy, - - 1300 South Orange.
Pomret. Pres, Church, - - 18 37
First Congl. Soc’y, - 33 52 Springfield.
$ Pres.Ch. - . . 19 25
Plymouth Hollow.
’ Sufiield.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 27 00 .
Ladies Sea. Fr. Soc’y, - 28 50
Plymouth. Thompson.
t]
Congl. Soc’y, - . 42 52 Congl. Soc’s, . 20 00
Quinebang. Terrysville.
Union Meeting, - - 474 Congl. Soc’y, .. 12 15
Ralway. Trambull.
Mrs. Mary E Lathrop, - 2 00 § Congl. Soc'y, - - 14 00
Ridgefield. Torringford.
First Soc’y, - 5500 Friends, - - 6 60
Meth. Epis. Ch., 5.00—60 00 _
Torrington.
Rockville. Congl. Socy, .. 2391
First Soc’y. - 2175 .
Second* - - 3300—5475 South Norwalk
Congl. Soc'y, - - 2000
Rocky Hill.
8. School . 10 00 South Weodstock.
’ Con. Soc. and Sch’l, 15 54
Saybrook, Y’g Ladies 8, F. Soc., 8 00—23 54
«Congl. Soc’y, - - 24 00 Stonington.
Sali . First Soc’y, - 100 37
alisbury 8. Carew, ’ - 500

€ongl. Soc'y,. - -

42 00 ¢ Capt. Brewster, 3 00—108 37
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Union Villege.
8 97

“Becond Socly,
Vernon.
20 00

125
20 00—41 25

Aaron Kellegg,
Friends,
Ladies,

Wallingford.

20 00
10 00—30 00

Congl. Soc’y,
Sunday School,

Watertown.

2775
20 00—47 75

Congl.‘Soc’y,
Mrs. L. Deforest,
Waterbury.

4478
34 78—79 56

First Soc’y,
Second Soc’y,

Westbrook.

Seam Frd. Soc’y, 14 20

Westport.

Congl. Soc’y, - - 58 50

West.Hartford.
Sun’y Sch’l Congl. Soc’y, 2200

West Woodstock.

»
Congl. Soc’y,

- - 15 00
Woedstock.
Congl. Soc'y, (balance,) 200
Wolcattville.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 20 00
Woodbury.
Ladies ‘Bible Class, - 20 00
Wolcott.
A Friend, - . . 5 00
Total, - - 5;2,540 58

37

A

REPORT.

NEW YORK.

Astoric.

Ref. Dutech Chureh,
R M. Blackwell,
Pies. Church,

53 29
500
108 28-166 57

Bridgehampton.

Pres, Church, 40 00

Brooklyn.

Pilgrim Church, 628 64
Wm. W. Wickes, 25 00
First Ref. Dutch Ch.,, 7116
Plymouth Church, 160 11
Ref. Dutch Chureh,
Heichts,
Second Pres. Ch.
John H. Hunriin,
Congl. Soc’y, Clinton
Avenue,
Third Pres, Church,
South Pres. Ch.,

163 80
397 34
300

97 60
67 50
133 00-1,747 15

Catskill.

Pres. Church, 52 88
E. B. Day, 20 00
Ladies Bethel Soc’y, 50 00—122 88

Chester.

Pres. Church, 66 81

Fishkill.

Ref’d Dutch Church, 57 03
Miss A. Rankin, 25 00—82 03

Flatlands.

Ref, Datch Church, 50 00

Geneva.

C. H. Cook, 10 00

Graves End.

Ref, Dutch Church, 20 00

Harlem.

Ref. Dutch Church, 53 12

Huntington.

Pres. Church, . 2279
Meth. Epis. Church, 21 87—44 66
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Hudson.
Ladies Sea. Fr. Soc'y, 25 00
Jamatica,
Pres. Church, - - 58 64
‘ Jasper.
“Three Friends, - - 300
Kingsboro.
‘Mrs. A, Potter, - - 500
Kinderlhook.
‘Ref. Datch Church, - 47 29
Madrid.
Congl. Soc’y, - - 20 00
Marbletown.
Rev. C. L. Van Dyke, 8,00
Malden.
"Pres. Chureh, 88 81
-Chs. Isham, - 10 00—98 81
Morristown.
‘Capt. R. B. Chapman, - 400
Newtown.
‘St. James Church, 6 56
Meth. Epis. Church, 2 52
Ref. Duotch Church, 3512
Pres. Church, - 30 00—74 20
Newburgh.
First Pres. Ch. bal,, 39 64
A Friend, - 50 00

Meth. Epis. Chureh, 20 00—109 64

New York City.
Eleventh Pres, Ch,, 40 00

Friends, - 54 00
1. C. Whitmore, 25 00
*‘A. G. Phelps, 100 00
Dr. Ritter. - 50 00
A Brother, - 50 00

‘Fourt’h Pres. Ch., 400 31
R.L. & A, Stewart,100 00
.E. J. Woolsey, 50 00

Anmity st. Buptist Ch.,80 00

R. 8. Fellows, 20 00
Brick Chureh 106 35
A Friend, - 75 00
North Pres. Ch.,, 65 04
First Pres, Ch.,,, 615 00
A Friend, 10 00

B'way Tabernacle, 169 17

J. T. D. tanier, 50 00

Broome st. Pres.
Church,, 152 00

A Friend, - 100 00

Seventh Pres. Ch., 100 00
Late A. M. Bogart, 50 00
IS, - - 25 00
Joseph Walker, 25 00
Capt. W. H. Leary, 20 00

Jas. Demarest, 1500
Ref.Dutch Ch.,Man-
hattan, - 20 00
L. B. Xip, - 15 00
Thirt’h Pres. Ch.,, 128 50

Reld. Dutch Ch.,

Wash. Square, 322 18
S. P. Holmes. 20 00
Spring st. Pres,Ch.,143 27
Refd. Duteh Ch.,

Market st.,
Lady in Rev. J.

Marselus’ Cong.,, 6 00
Jasper Corning, 20 00
Amity st. Bapt. Ch.,100°00
Chnreh of the Pu-

ritans, -
Rev. 1. N. Lewis,
North and Lafayette

Re. Duteh Ch’s, 134 04

123 21

480 23
15 00

LateHannahCurtis, 200 00—4,274 26

New Utrecht,
Refd. Dutch Church,

New Lots.
Ref. Dutch Church,

Newport.
N. Post, - - -
New Paltz.
ATriend, - - -
Patchogue.
Congl. Soc’y, - -

23 60

6 00

10 00

20 o0

600
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Piermont.
J. R. Baker, - - B 51
Port Jefferson.
Meth. Epis. Church, - 542
Pokeepsie.
First Ref. Dutch Ch., 46 41
Theodore, - 10 00
Second, - - 34 46—90 87
Shawangunk.
Ladies Ben. Soc’y, - 40 00
Southampton.
Pres. Church, - 24 54
‘W. R. Post, - 5 00—29 54
Southold.
Pres.Ch, - - . 200
Troy.
Mrs. S. Payne 100 00
Miss A. A. G, 5 00—105 00
Valatie.
Pres. Church, - - 10 69
Warsaw,
“T. Fisk, - - . 200
Williamshurgh.

First Pres. Church, 41 38
Pres. Ch., S'th 3d st,, 64 64—106 02

$7,594 61
NEW JERSEY.

Aquackanonk.
Friend. - - -

Total, - -

500
-~ Bloomfield,

Pres. Church, “- - 4377
Connecticut Farms.
Pres. Chureh, - - 20 00
Freehold.
Refd. Dutch Church, - 3013

Greenwich.

Pres. Church, - - 9 00
Jersey City.
First Refd. Dutch Ch., -

Mendon.
Pres. Church, - -

- Mendham.
First. Pres, Church, -

5000

3347

23 00+

Morristown.

First Pres. Church, 35 50
Friends, - - 11 00
P. A. Johnsan, 14 76
Bapt. Church, 767
Friend, - - 500
Second Pres. Ch., 62 74—136 67"

Newark.
First Pres. Ch.. 11325

Central Pres. Ch.,, 4069
Park Place Ch.,, 101 85
Third Pres, Ch., 16378
Second « “ 34 36

First Congl. Soc’y, 32 18
High st. Pres. Ch., 30 00
Conrad Steigner, 20 00
Rev. Wm. Bradley, 5 00
Late Miss S. Bald.-
win, - 326 25
Late M’ry Congar,1,000 00—1,867 36

New Providence.
Pres. Church, - 1500
Meth Epis. Church, 4 09—19 09~
New Brunswick.

First Refd. Datch Churck, 11 75+

Orange.

Late Abr. Harrison, 10 o
Second Pres. Church, 53 09—63 00

Patterson.

Mrs. Atterbury, - - 20 00

Pluckermin,

A Friend, - - - 100
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Springfield.

Pres. Church, (balance) 2145

Trenton.

Hon. J. F. Randolph, . - 20 00
Weodbridge.

Second Pres. Church, 9 50

Total, - - $2,384 49

PEN&SYLVANIA.

Harrisburg.

Rev.J. Millerr - - 500
Pliladelphia.

Associate Refd. Church, 20 00
Williamsport.

Jone H. Faries, - - 100

York.
Sam’l Small, - . 500
Total, - - $31 00

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.
Washington.

A Lady, - - - 500

MARYLAND.
Iadianapolis,
Com, C.TZ, Stricbling, U.S.N,, 18 00

e

GEORGIA.

Augusta.

Ind. First Church, 95 00
Roabert Campbell, 50 00
John Bones, - 20 00
A. Gnu'd, - 10 00
Ind. Rev. Mr. Bin-

ney’s Church, 13 00—188 00

Columbus.

Pres. Church, - - 68 63

Macon.
Meth. Epis. Ch,, 51 00~
Pres. Church, -  63°00—114 09
Total, - - $35553
VIRGINTFA.
Charlotteville.
Pres. Church, - 20 00
Bapt. Church, - 15 00—35 00
Middiebrook.
Miss Nancy Emerson, 50 00
Petersburgh.
Washington st. Meth.
Epis. Chnrch 50 00
First Pres. Church, 34 50—84 50
Richmond.
United Pres. Ch., 90 37
Michael Gritten, 20 00
Third Pres. Charch, 20 00-
G. W. Gritten. 100
Mrs. M. Trent, 1 00—132 37
Total, - - $301 87
OHIO:
Bloomingsburgh.
Pres. Church, - - 6 24-
Steubenville.
Mrs, Dr. Heming, - 300
Marietta.
Rev. A, Darrow, - - T 00
Walnut Hills.
Miss M. Overaker, -« 2000
Total, - -  $3024
INDIANA.
Wabash Co:
Mr. Mclntire, .- - 30 00
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ALABAMA. { Hon. R.C. Schenck,
Montgomery. A Is{;?]gf, Janeu’o,_ 2? gg
Pres, Church, 50 00 Chaplain at Panama, 20 00
Thomax Joseph, 6v 00 Preaching by Secre-
Meth. Epis, Ch., 20 00—180 00 tary, - - 2000
N o T For the Spiritual
MISCELLANEOUS. ; gond of Seumen, 10 00

Native Ch., Hilo,S.I.,180 00 Old Sailor, Michigan, 5 00—186 00



GRAND TOTAL.

Mamwg, - - - - - - - - - 3663 85
New HawmpsHRE, - - e - - - 1,190 70-
VEermoxr, - - - S - - 771 33
MassacHUSETTS, - . - - - - - 3,883 32.
Ruope Isvanp, - - - - - - 1,369 27
ConnEcTIOUT, - -~ - S - - 4,540 58
New Yorx, - N . - - 7,591 61
New JErsEy, - - .. . - - 2,384 49
- PENNSYLVANLA, - - - - - - - - 31 00~
DistricT oF CoLuMBia, - - - - - - 500
MarvLanp, - - - - e - - 15 00+«
Viremia, - - - . - - - - - ,901 87,
GEorGIs, - - - - - - e - - 355 53
Omo, - - - - - - - - - 8024
Inpiana, - - - - - e . - 30 00
AvaBama, - - - - - - - - - 18000
MisceLLaNEOUS, . - < e e e 186 00-

$23,422 79.



Dr.

.
The Amerioan Seamen's Frieno Soctery in Account with Cuarres N. Tavsor, Treasurer.

To Balance,

$27,724 01

CHARLESS N. TALBOT, Treasurer.

o1 — m— ——— —
: 1853.
M.yl To Cash paid Expense of Amwal Meeting, - - - $ 17375 May 1. By balance brought forward, - - .
Honolulw Stanion, . - 1.051 19
“ L Riv de Janeiro Sta ition, - - 1,342 57 1854,
“ “ Cnton - . - 100 G0 May 1. ctions .'md Donations from Mny 1803,
4 o Lahaina u - . 211 24 e, -
“ “ Tavre A - - . 386 19 " Cdsh on uc('mmt of Sml()r s Magazmes,
« “ Panama b - . 761 10 « # Ships Libraries, .
@ “ Valpuaraiso o - B - 508 71
" “ St. Thomas i - - 440 00
“ I St Iohng “ - - - 525 00
“ u Sweden t - - 325 00
“ “ Marscitles o - - - 100 00
u “ 8t. Helena, u - . 252 00
" b Bordeanx & §9 00
u u Mobile S:ation, fitting m'- Floatm" Chnpel
and sustaining Chaplain, . 1,895 51
“ " Partland Station, - . . 459 00
w “ Providence * - 265 00
a i Port Society, New ank their pmportmn
of Culieetinns in Cnty Clnlrchr.w - 1,000 00
" “ Wibnington, N. C, 520 00
o“ “ Aspinwall St tlon, - - - . 100 00
“ ¥ Callao “ - . - 12 00
" " Ships Libraries, - - - 216 3)
" [ Hywn Books, - - - 144 48
“ u Sailor's Magn/lnes B - - 2.749 52
“ u Sucretarics Salaries, 2,666 56
u « Seeretary for New Hn.mpsh:re and Mnmc, 689 61
i " Asssistant Treasurer and Agent, - 1,200 00
“ “ Travelling of Secretaries, - 341 59
M u Interest on Mortgage, 697 60
" t On account of Mortgage on Smlor sHome, 1,3% 00
o “ Rontand Annual Reyort, 508 49
¢ “ Ba‘lor’'s Home, Rt,pumng, Pmntmg nnd
Furniching, 5,147 05 E B New Yorg, Mayv 1, 1854
s i Snllor s Horhe Taxe= - - - 327 89
@ o “ Insurnnco, - 157 59
L ¢ Shlp\\ recked and destitute Smlors - 646 68 .
« s Postage, Clerk, Fuel, und Omw Expcnsc= ii%g %{ Examined and found Correct,
. P A 8

Rurus DAVENPORT,
E. R1oBARDSON,

; Audilors.

Cr,

e—

$ 1,651 52

2°,667 24
3,631 25

$27,724 01



CONSTITUTION

OF THE

AMERICAN SEAMEN’S FRIEND SOCIETY.

ArticLE L—The name of this Society shall be “ THE AMERICaN SEAMEN'S
Friexy Sociery.

Arr. II.—The object of the Society shall be to improve the social and moral
condition of seamen, by uniting the efforts of the wise and good in their behalf;
by promoting in every port, Boarding Houses of good character, Savings Banks,
Register Offices, Libraries, Museums, Reading Rooms, and Schools: and also
the ministration of the Gospel, and other religious blessings.

Agrt, III.—Any person contributing two dollars annually, shall be a member
of this Society, or by paying twenty dollars at any one time, shall be a member
for life ; and any person paying fifty dollars, either at one or two payments,
shall be a director for life.

Art. IV.—The control and disposal of the funds, property, and estate of the
Society, and theldirections of its concarns, shall, in accordance with the act of
incorporation, be vested in a Board of Trustees, consisting of twenty four per-
sons, who shall be chosen by the members of the Society, at its annual meeting,
and the Trustees last chosen shall hold their office until others are chosen, eight
of whom ghall be a quoram at any mecting regularly convened. To guard
against inexperienced legislation, the Board shall be divided alphabetically into
three classes of eight each, one class of which, and one only, shall go ont at the
end of each year, and these be re-eligible, To guard furthermore against seo-
tarian predominance, a majority of the Trustees shall at no time be of one de-
nomination. Said Board shall have power to fill all vacancies that may occur
therein ; to appoint from their own number, a President, a Treasurer, and such
other officers, as the interest of the Society may require. They shall furthcrmore
appoint such standing committees as they shall deem needful to mature business
for execution by the Board.

ART. V.—The Board shall have power to appoint their own meetings, form
their rules of business, and, when nccessary, convene the Socicty ; they shall
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have the disposal of its funds, take such security of the Treasurer as they shall
think proper, employ such means for accomplishing the object of the Society, as
in their judgment, its exigencies may require, keeping regular minutes of their
proceedings.

Art. VIL—Any Society whose ohject is the welfare of Seamen, may become
euxiliary to this Institution by expressing its desire, forwarding its Constitu-
tion, list of officers and annual report, and such surplus funds as may not be
needed for its local use. Each auxiliary shall be entitled to send one delegate
to all the meetings of the Society, and of the Board of Trustees.

Art. VIL.—Societies for the same object in our large sea-ports, which may
prefer to become branches of the National Society, with a view of forming their
own auxiliaries, and thus enlarging the sphere of their operations, shall be re-
ceived as such upon the terms above specified for auxiliaries ; and shall be enti-
tled to three delegates at all the meetings of the Society and the Board, and to
any other privileges which, in the progress of the Institution, the Board shall
deem it expedient to grant. )

ARrT. VIII —Seafaring men, who are disposed to promote religions privileges
while at sea, may become conneeted with this Society, its Branches, or Auxili-
aries, as Foating Committees, under such regulations as the Board may adopt
and shall receive the sanction and asssistance of the Society.

Arr. IX.—This Society shall meet annually, on the Monday preceding the
second Tuesday in May, in the City of New York, when the Report of the Board
shall be presented, and a new Board constituted, according to the provisions of
the 4th Article.

ARrT. X,—All moneys already contributed, or that may hereafter be contribut
ed, for the purpose of purchasing or erecting a building or buildings, for the use
of the Society, shall be faithfully applied to that purpose, and no other. And
0o conveyance of real estate by this Society shall be made without the written
consent of at least two-thirds of the Trustees for the time being.

Arrt. XI—No alteration shall be made in this Constitution, unless requested
at an annual meeting, and sanctioned by two-thirds of the members present.



