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Editorial
A  Question of School Ethics

The educational world has, in recent years, been 
undergoing many important changes, some of them 
revolutionary. Besides changes in the methods 
adopted in educating the child, new principles go
verning the relations between the teacher and the 
student and the relations among the students 
themselves have replaced old ones. For instance, 
teachers of one or two generations ago, at least in 
this country, did not scruple to have boys 
as spies to assist them in the discipline of the 
school, and these tell-tales found considerable 
favour in their eyes But the teacher of 
the present day looks down upon such things as 
low and mean. We are all of the opinion, however, 
that it is a proper thing for the teacher to demand 
information against any culprit from his fellow stu
dents, and that it is honourable for a boy to give such 
information when asked by the teacher. Our readers 
will be surprised that even this right of the teach
er is being questioned in the West. In the Out•
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look, a New York weekly edited by Lyman Ab
bott and Col. Theodore Roosevelt, there is an arti 
cle entitled, ‘Who broke the window ?’, in which this 
question is discussed. The writer takes the inst
ance of two boys fourteen years of age who attend 
the same school. One throws a snow-ball and 
breaks a window in the presence of the other. 
Now, what should the latter say when he is asked 
by his teacher, ‘Who broke the window ?’ Should 
the teacher have asked the boy this question ? Should 
he have the right to compel him to tell ?.

In order to clear the way for answering these 
questions, the writer first combats the prevailing 
view about the distinction between the good and the 
bad boy. We quote the following from the article 
which may be quite startling to some of our readers:— 

Most fathers if asked, “Do you wish your boy 
to be a good boy?” would, we imagine, if they 
spoke frankly, reply rather heistatingly, “ Why, yes. 
I suppose so.”  At the same time, if they were 
asked, “Do you wish your boys to grow up to 
be good men?,” they would reply empha
tically, “Of course” ! There is no suggestion of re
proach in saying of a man that he is a good man. 
Somehow, on the other hand, there is just a suggest
ion of reproach in the term “a good boy.” Conver
sely, no one with an unperverted conscience would 
care to have the repuation of being a bad man 
while many a man, whom no one would think of 
calling bad, finds no cause for real shame and per
haps some little secret gratification in the fact that 
in former days he was considered somewhat of “ a
bad boy” ...........................................................................

If it were not that we were told so, we might 
suppose that the boy broke the window, not be
cause he was bad, but because he was a boy; and 
that the other did not break the window, not be
cause he was good, but because he was something 
less than boy. Of course, school authorities cannot 
allow boys to break windows indiscriminately; but 
we fancy that fathers, remembering their own boy
hood, would have a furtive sympathy with the lad
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who tried his skill on that inviting pane and found 
it equal to the challenge. We are not condoning 
the practice of breaking windows by using _ them as 
targets. That practice is of course inconvenient and 
should be suppressed. The boy who indulges in it 
wantonly should be made to feel the displeasure 
of his elders, and to take upon his shoulders as 
large a share as possible of the inconvenience. 
All that we wish to point out is that inconvenience 
caused to adults should not be regarded as _ proof 
positive of badness in the boy who causes it. It 
too often is so regarded. That is because adult 
human creatures, being fallible, are apt to regard 
the comfort of the adult population as a criterion 
by which conduct is to be measured. Whatever 
interferes with that comfort is bad; lively boys are 
apt to interfere with that comfort, they unconsciously 
reason, therefore, lively boys are apt to be bad. The 
balance is happily struck by the fact that the youth
ful human creature applies the same sort of stand
ards, and declares that any adult who, by insist
ing on washed hands and faces, or some degree of 
quiet in the house, or promptness in going to school, 
interferes with the comfort and pleasure of the youth
ful population is ,£a bad old thing.” Of course, if 
the standard is right in the one case it is right in 
the other. Unhappily, faces must be washed and 
windows must be protected against snow-balls. So 
that the standard is plainly not a sound one. Yet 
if we were to examine the reputation for being good 
won by a boy, we should find, we think as a rule, 
that it was based on the freedom of offence against 
the adult standard of comfort and convenience. And 
that is why most men with red blood in their 
veins are a little hesitant when they say that they 
want their boys to be good boys.”

Having thus come to the conclusion that the con
ventional ideas of goodness and badness are not 
correct, the writer proceeds to answer the main ques
tions. He recognises that the contention that it is 
right for a boy to testify against his mate is based 
on the fact1 that he is in reality a citizen of his 
school community and that it is his duty, at what
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ever cost to his own feelings, and even to his 
sense of fidelity to an associate, to assist the con
stituted authority in the effort to discover an 
offender and bring him to book. But he thinks 
there is a radical difference between the position 
of a boy in the school and the citizen in the 
state:—

“ Whether the state is a republic, a monarchy, 
or an oligarchy, the authority exercised over its 
members is the authority of the state—it is a 
group authority. In the case of the school, the 
authority exercised by the teacher is not a group 
authority at all. If the teacher is wise and is given 
sufficient freedom by superiors, that authority will 
be exercised with due regard to the views pre
vailing among the boys, but it does not emanate 
from them, and the boys know very well that it 
does not. When called upon to give an account 
of himself to his teacher, the boy is not in the 
position of a citizen summoned by the state. To 
insist that he shall act under those circumstances 
as a good citizen is expected to act will not he]p 
him to be a more wholesome member of the school; 
if it has any effect, it will only implant in his 
mind the view that the authority of the state is 
as extraneous to him as the authority of the 
school. To require of him an obedience to the 
authority of the teacher that involves a renouncing 
of his allegiance to the group of which he is a 
member, to subordinate his relations with his school
mates to commands of the teacher is not to pre
pare him for good citizenship, but to weaken those 
very ties which hold together the structure of society 
and render good citizenship possible.

This idea of group solidarity, the writer tells 
us,t is an ideal of the boy of fourteen. Every indi
vidual repeats in his own life roughly the chief 
stages in the history of the race, and this boy is 
passing through what is called the Gang Period 
in racial evolution. His ideal is loyalty to the 
gang and to induce a boy to tell on his fellows
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is to weaken this allegiance and to weaken this 
allegiance is to attack his idealism.

As to the question whether he may be com
pelled by the teacher to testify, the writer thinks 
that while allowing the boy to retain his ideal, 
disrespect should not be shown to it, and points 
out that even in the case of the state where men 
are compelled to testify, the following forms of 
allegiance are considered to be superior to the 
loyalty demanded by the state: the allegiance of 
a lawyer to his client, of a physician to his pati
ent, of a priest to the penitent and of a wife 
to her husband. The teacher should therefore 
respect the ideals of the boys as they are acquir
ing the ideals of the race and are the only ones 
who can pass them on to future generations.

But the writer makes a very important reserva
tion. He says that supposing that the offence is 
not window-breaking or the infraction of some 
school rule but something affecting the moral 
character of the boys themselves, then the situation 
is changed and the integrity of the gang itself 
is in peril. Therefore they have either to make 
it a common cause against the delinquent or in
voke the aid of the teacher in the interests of 
the gang itself.

Our purpose in setting forth the above views of 
the journal is not to commend them unqualifiedly 
but . to stimulate the thoughts of our readers by 
this new point of view. Indeed, some of the 
statements made above are debatable. For in
stance, is it reasonable to argue that the discom
fort to the adult is the only consideration that en
ters into the punishment of the window-breaker ? 
We think that there is a distinctly moral element 
in the act of window-breaking, viz, making a
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wrong use of property not one's own. If the cul
prit is not cured of this selfish wantonness he 
may develop into a dangerous man. The article, 
however, brings out one truth that is often over
looked by teachers in this country. Teachers are 
too often apt to consider the boy who is possess
ed of an exuberance of animal spirits wick
ed, and the tame goody-goody sort virtu
ous. It more often happens that it is the rest
less, energetic, frolicsome lad that turns out to 
be a man with a strong character. A  teacher 
therefore ought not to try to crush such a boy’s 
spirits out of him, but must properly regulate and 
guide them in the proper channels.

Coming to the answer given to the main ques
tion ot the right of the teacher to demand in
formation, it is not easy to follow the writer in 
his subtle reasoning as to the difference between 
the position of the boy in the school and the 
citizen in the state. A  boy who understands that 
the rules of the school are made not arbitrarily 
but for the good and convenience of the whole 
school community, will not regard those rules as 
extraneous to him: and there is no reason why 
he should not feel exactly like a citizen called 
upon to testify in a court. The greatest objection 
to denying this right of questioning to the teach
er is the practical difficulty of maintaining disci
pline in the school. Let the pupils once get into 
their heads the idea that the teacher has no right 
to question them, and there will constantly ensue a 
tug-of-war between the teacher and the pupils, 
and a few mischievous boys banded together could 
render discipline impossible.

Here too, we think, the contention of the writer 
is not without its value to local teachers, A  teach-
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ercan go too far in blunting the sense of self 
respect of his boys by constantly making them 
testify against their comrades in trivial infringe
ments of school rules. He is a wise teacher who 
uses such inquiry only rarely in grave situations. 
Another important lesson that may be learnt is 
that, with boys of more than fourteen or fifteen, 
the ends of school discipline and the gang ideal 
may both be served at the same time by the in
troduction of some sort of self-government among 
them by the teacher consulting their wishes and 
taking them into his confidence in framing rules, 
and sometimes by giving them a voice in allotting 
punishments etc. In this way the boys themselves 
may be made to feel that the rules' are not ex
traneous to them but exist only for their bene
fit, and that they occupy the same position in 
their small school community which citizens occupy 
in the state. This is not an impracticable ideal 
as this is done at least in some schools and colleges 
in the United States. Let teachers make such an 
experiment wisely and cautiously and watch the 
results.

Those engaged in educational work, are, in their 
zeal and enthusiasm for their 

For the Attention work, liable to become narrow in 
of School Author- their outlook, and attach too 

ities much importance to the interests 
of their respective schools, for

getting the interests of education in general. One 
great truth that they are liable to forget is that 
the supreme goal of education is the development 
o f character. Character, it has been said, is caught 
and not taught Besides parents, it is the teach
ers from whom children are expected to catch



those elements of character that go to make up 
a well-developed man. Now, a teacher cannot be 
too careful in setting a good example to his 
pupils. Somehow or other, it is a fact in human 
nature that words of advice go for almost no
thing when they are not enforced by example. 
In the case of boys is this especially true. They 
watch their parents and teachers very careful
ly and wherever there is a clash between precept 
and example, they take the latter and dismiss from 
their minds the former. These statements may 
sound to be commonplace truisms but we have 
occasion to think that they are sometimes ut
terly forgotten by educationists in Jaffna. In the 
following observations, we have no school or in
dividual in mind but speak from our general im
pressions for sometime past.

It is painful to think that students in our schools 
have the impression that their teachers quarrel
with one another in regard to school affairs. The
last thing in the world about which there is 
likely to be bad feeling between schools is sport. 
When boys play a match, they play, for the mere 
fun of the thing, and it is absurd to suppose that 
the honour of the schools concerned is at stake. 
And yet, how often do we find quarrels arising
in which teachers are said to be mixed up. If
games are to contribute anything to the develop
ment of character, they must result in imparting 
such traits as self-control, manliness, chivalry and 
ability to take a defeat in good spirit. If any 
teacher is guilty of unduly exaggerating the ina- 
portance of games and of setting a bad example 
by unsportsmanlike words or acts he is defeat
ing the objects for which matches are arranged 
between schools. Another demoralising effect on 
young minds is the encouragement given by school
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authorities in the migration of boys from school 
to school. When a boy fails to pass a test ex
amination, or is not given promotion, or is un
willing to submit to the authority of his 
teachers, it sometimes happens that he goes 
over to another school where he is welcomed 
with open arms. Apart; from the inconvenience 
caused in the matter of maintaining discipline, 
and the loss to the boy’s in intellectual education, 
what is the moral effect of this on him ? How 
can his new teachers hope to impress anything good 
after having exhibited this want of principle ? There 
again is the desire in some teachers to take 
away—we forbear using a stronger term—promis
ing pupils of a sister school in order to appro
priate to themselves the honour that ought by 
right to belong to others. Take one more exam
ple. The boys watch the questionable methods 
adopted by some teachers in securing examin
ation results. They know the feverish anxiety 
with which examination results are awaited by 
teachers and the way in which they crow over 
their percentage of passes which may happen 
to be better than that of some rival in
stitution. What, for example, will be a boy’s es
timate of a teacher who crams his boys with 
answers to questions given by the Inspector in 
other schools in the hope that they will be re
peated in his school. What, again, is the effect 
on a boy when his teacher causes it to be pub
lished that his school gained a hundred percent 
in a given examination on the strength of the 
fact that he sent in one and passed him ?

We have no desire to hold up to ridicule any 
school or teacher by the foregoing observa
tions. Our only purpose in these remarks 
is simply to call the attention of teachers

2
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in Jaffna to what the students are thinking of us 
and what the inevitable result of such an impression 
will be. We must also say that the above remarks 
do not at apply to all institutions. The North 
Ceylon Educational Association, which had a vi
gorous life when there were important questions 
to tackle, seems to be in a dead-and-alive condi
tion, perhaps, for want of proper questions to be 
brought up. We earnestly commend this state of 
things to it, especially as it is representative of 
the various educational interests of Jaffna.

The premature death of quite a number of emi
nent Indian leaders before they attain the age 

of 45 or 50, is indeed a ■; matter 
The Health of for great anxiety. Prof P. C. Ray.
Indian Leaders D. Sc., himself an Indian Scien

tist of European reputation, in an 
article in a Bengali magazine mentions, among 
other causes that contribute to this misfortune, ex
cessive mental labour and want of proper phy
sical exercise. He points out that 50 per cent cf 
students in Calcutta suffer from dyspepsia and 
25 per cent from malaria. It is a notorious fact 
that the examination system demands from these 
underfed students in unhealthy surroundings too 
much mental strain. Consequently a number of 
them graduate with their health permanently 
ruined. The more intellectual of them continue 
their mental work in after lifi without taking 
proper care of their bodies and especially without 
physical exercise. No wonder then that some of 
them are cut off in the midst of their labours with
out realising the great things expected of them. 
If we are not mistaken, diabetes is the fell dis
ease to which many of these succumb. The death 
of the Hon. Krishnaswamy Iyer, member of the 
Madras Executive Council, m the midst of his use
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fulness is a recent notable example of this. The 
following comparison is made between the ages 
of Indian and European eminent men in regard 
to the length of their lives. Krisnaswamy Iyer 
died at the age of 47- Swami Vivekananda at 
39; Keshub Chunder Sen at 45; Justice Telang at 
49; Dina Bandhu Mitra, the novelist, at 42; Justice 
Dwarka Nath Mitra at 39 and Kristo Das Pal at 
46. “But look at another picture. Darwin wrote 
his ‘Origin of Species’ at the age of 52; Goethe 
produced his masterpiece, ‘Faust,’ when 60; Lord 
Kelvin worked for science up to 78; while Sir 
William Crookes is still working at the age of 80”

The foregoing facts ought to create some heart 
searching in the educated community in Jaffna. 
As far as the student community is concerned, 
perhaps they in better circumstances than 
their Indian brethren in cities. But is there not the 
same cause for anxiety about our men in high 
walks of life ? Easy living, want of physical ex
ercise and unsuitable diet, we are afraid, are be
ginning to reduce the average age of our leading 
men.

Astronomical Phenomena, 1913
B y cAlien cAbra.ha.rn B . A ., F . R . A .S .

1. C o m e t s

The following six comets are expected to return 
this year. The first four are of the Jupiter family. 
They are supposed to have been attracted into the 
Solar system by the giant Planet Jupiter and their 
orbits do not extend much further than its orbit. 
The fifth is of the Saturn family and the sixth 
is, like Hailey’s Comet, a long period one having a 
period of about 60 years.
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1. Holmes comet. This was first discovered by 
Mr. E. Holmes of Islington, on November 6, 1892. 
It was again observed at its return in 1899 and 
1906. Its period being 6.86 years, it is expected 
to pass perihelion (point of nearest approach to 
the sun) early this year.

(2) Finlay’s comet. This was discovered at the 
Cape of Good Hope in 1886. It was observed to 
pass perihelion on June 16,1893, and on Septem
ber 9, 1906. Its period being 6.5 years, a return 
is expected this year.

(3) KopfFs comet. This was discovered by Dr. 
Kopff of Heidelberg in the year 1906 and passed 
perihelion on August 22 of that year. Its period 
has been computed to be 6.67 years, therefore it 
may be expected to return this year.

(4) Vico-Swift comet. This was discovered by 
Mr. E. Swift in the year 1894 and was considered 
to be the same as the last comet of De Vico. 
Hence the double name Vico-Swift. It has not been 
observed since its discovery and its orbit seems 
to have suffered some perturbation. As its period 
has been computed to be 6.4 years, a return may 
be expected this year.

(5) Tuttle’s comet. This has already made its 
appearance rather unexpectedly early, like Hailey’s 
comet. It was observed by Dr. Ristenpart at San
tiago, Chili, early in December last. It has a period 
of 13.8 years and is classified as belonging to the 
Saturn family.

(6) Westphal’s comet. This was discovered by 
Mr. Westphal on June 27,1852. As its period has 
been calculated to be about 60 years, this might 
happen to be the year of its first return. As was 
done in the case of Hailey’s comet, the search is 
being carried on about the constellations Aquarius 
and Pisces.
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There are two other comets discovered in 1912 
in the field visible only through very powerful 
telescopes. (1) Gales’ Comet. This was discovered 
by Mr. N. F. Gales in New South Wales on Sep
tember 8, 1912, at which time it was far South in 
the constellation Centaur. Now it is near the North 
Pole, north of the constellation Perseus.
(2) Borelleys’ Comet. This was discovered by Mr. 
M. Borelley on November 2. It is now in the cons
tellation Pegasus.

2. Eclipses

There will be three Solar and two Lunar eclip
ses in the year 1913:

(1) March 22. A  total Lunar Eclipse partly vis
ible in Ceylon. As the total phase ends at 6.15 
p. m. and the moon rises at 6.20 p.m., the total 
phase of the eclipse will not be visible in the Straits 
Settlements. In Ceylon the moon rises partly 
eclipsed at 6.29 p. m. and the last contact with the 
shadow occurs at 7.13 p. m.

(2) April 6. A partial Eclipse of the sun visible 
in the Arctic regions of Asia and North America.

(3) August 31. A  partial Eclipse of the Sun vis
ible in Greenland and other Islands north of North 
America. (4) September 15. A Total Lunar Eclipse 
partly visible in Ceylon. The Moon rises totally 
eclipsed at 6.5 p. m. The total phase ends at 7.6 p.m. 
The last contact with the shadow occurs at 8.14 
p. m.

5. September 29. A  partial Eclipse of the sun 
visible in South Airica and the Antarctic regions.
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S , W . Coomaras'iumy.

The ancient history of Jaffna is shrouded in 
obscurity, We know practically nothing either of 
its original inhabitants or of those who occupied 
it before the Tamils. Our historians do not fur
nish us with any reliable and clear information 
about the state of the country before the arriv
al there of the blind minstrel Yal-panan. Hence 
is the prevalent impression that what was be
stowed on blind Vanan by the king oi Lanka whom 
he approached for gifts, was but a sandy waste. 
This is countenanced by the old Tamil names of 
Jaffna viz., manal-tidal (the sand-hill) or manatti 
(the sands) and Erumai-mullai-tivu (the island 
overgrown with the shrub called erumai-mullai), 
as well as by the Sinhalese Weligama and Weli- 
gampattu (the sandy village).

Fortunately, however, there is an authentic his
tory of Jaffna, preserved in places—names all over 
the peninsula,—which helps us to dispel the mist 
of false impressions. Such names as:—

Mifiswvil (Sin. Miriswila — the chilly or

Pannalai
pepper field.)

(Sin. Pan-ely—the canal or ri
vulet abounding in rushes.)

Elalai (Sin. Ehele-ela—the canal abound
ing in Qsrsàvi-à) tree.)

Talalai (Sin. Tal-ela—etal—the palmy
ra palm)

Natantanai (Sin. Naran-deniya—the orange 
land)

Mallagam (Sin. Malla-gama—the wrestler’s 
village)
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Chunnagam (Sin. Sunna-gama or Hunnaga 
ma—the lime-bumer’s village.

Polwattai (Sin. Polwatte—the coconut gar
den)

Kelwattai (Sin. Kehel-watte — the banana
garden)

Malwattai (Sin Mai- watte—the flower gar
den)

Pokfcnai (Sin. Pokuna—the bond or pool)
are an unmistakable proof that Jaffna was once 
inhabited by the Sinhalese, and that the land 
was not a mere waste when the Tamils came in 
possession of it.

The island of Ceylon, or Sinhala as it was 
known to the ancient Indians, was inhabited sev
eral centuries before the Christian era. Even at 
such a remote age as that of the Maha Bhara- 
ta War, the island of Sinhala was a Kingdom. 
The Sanskrit Maha Bharata maker mentions 
‘Sinhala’ and ‘Kings of Sinhalas’ in Saba Parva, 
of ‘Chiefs of the Sinhalas’ in Dyata Parva and 
of the aboriginal tribes of Lanka in Vana Parva.

It is therefore not surprising, but highly pro
bable, that, at such a late period as that of Yal- 
panan, the northern part of Ceylon was occup
ied by the Sinhalese people, and converted into 
hamlets, gamas, fields, gardens and walawas 
(houses and compounds of chiefs.)

Moreover, if, as Prof. Keane says in his ‘Living 
Races of Mankind/ Adam’s Bridge was the means 
of communication in ancient times between India 
and Ceylon, Jaffna would undoubtedly have been 
colonised at an early stage of the immigration of 
primitive races.

The following extract from the Vaipava-malai, 
as translated by the late Mr. Brito, fully bears 
out the above view:-—
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“These new colonists and the Sinhalese natives 
he (the ministrel) treated alike................................

the Sinhalese and Tamils were jealous of each 
other and fought for supremacy”

But the author of the “Tamil Plutarch,” would 
have us believe that the peninsula was then un
inhabited and covered with jungle’ and that Yal- 
pana Nayanar “had it cleared 

In his Census Report 1911, Mr. E. B. Denham 
adduces several reasons to prove that Jaffna was 
inhabited before Yal-panan arrived. These, and his 
remarks are well worth quoting at length:—

“ (a) According to the “Yal-pana Vaipava Malai.” 
or History of Jaffna from which Cassie Chettty 
appears to have derived his account, there were 
at least two famous temples, one at Maviddapu- 
ram, dedicated to Kandaswamy and the other call
ed the Tiru-Tambaleswara Koil at Keerimalai be
fore Jaffna was gifted to the minstrel.

(b) The traces of a previous Sinhalese occu 
pation of Jaffna are shewn in:—

(1) Names of places e. g. Kodikamam (Godiga- 
mua) Kokkuvil (Kokkawila). Pannakam (Panna- 
gama) Valikamam (Weligam?). Why should not 
Jaffna have been called Weligama the sandy vill
age? It is practically included now in the four 
divisions of Valikamam.

(2) Names of persons ending in appu e. g. 
Kandappu, Sinnappu. The Tamil form is appa. 
The termination appu is not inflected like other 
Tamil words ending in short u. Foreign words 
in u do not drop the u in inflection,

(3) About the year 1902 Buddhist images were 
unearthed at Kottiyawatte (a Sinhalese name) near 
Chunnagam (Hunnagama?) Images of Buddha have 
also been discovered in the Mannar District,
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(4) It is said that the Jaffnese formerly grew 
their hair like the Sinhalese and traces of this 
custom are still found in interior villages.

(5) The existence of Naga shrines in the Jaffna 
peninsula pointing to the early prevalence of 
snake-worship, e. g. the shrine of Nagammal at 
Nayinaitivu, where there is a large stone visible 
above thej surface of the sea, round which there 
is an image of a coiled serpent. It is further 
noteworthy that the festival at this shrine is 
held on the Buddhist Esala Poya day.”

With due deference to the learned Superintendent 
of Census who has displayed in his Report a wealth 
of antiquarian research, it may here be pointed 
out that appu in Kandappu and Sinnappu is iden
tical with the form appu which the Tamils of 
Jaffna ordinarily employ to denote the father. 
The final u in this word as well as in the pro
per names Mayilu, Tambu, Ponnu, Muttu, Ramu, 
Velu etc, discloses the growing tendency of the 
mass of Jaffnese to avoid the regular masculine 
and feminine terminations where politeness of ex 
pression is aimed at. To the same cause do such 
unclassical and ^ungrammatical forms as ava> iva, 
uva, vanta, pona, appa, aiya, amma, and akka owe 
their existence.

It may further be observed that modified forms 
like appu (father), Murugu, Murugesu, Kiddu, 
Muttu, Tampu &c do not drop their final short 
u in inflexion.

A reference to the Tamil records of the Dutch 
period would shew that the forms Sinnappu, 
Kandappu were then unknown. The regular 
appan was not then maimed and twisted.

In addition to the points enumerated above in 
support of the Sinhalese occupation of Jaffna may 
be mentioned the following:—

a
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(a) The system of branding cattle with marks 
known as patti-kuri (fold-marks), designating the 
castes of the owners, appears to be unknown in 
Southern India. It is evidently a Sinhalese in
vention which the Jaffna Tamils have imitated.

(b) There are several gardens in Jaffna bear
ing the name of Puttar kovil (Buddhist temple)

(c) There occur in the speech of the Jaffnese 
a few words which are traceable to a Sinhalese 
source, namely, kokkai (Sinhalese kekka), ikkiri (a 
kind of thorny shrub) kamam (a field or farm), 
valavu (a dwelling house and compound) &c.

(d) In the Sinhalese Nampota which is a list 
of important places in the island (probably 
from a Buddhist point of view) compiled dur
ing the reign of one of the early Sinhalese kings, 
the following passage occurs:—

Demalapattana Mehe (The Tamil town here)
Nagakovila (Nagarkovil)
Kadufttgodayiharaya (Kantarodai? Vihare)
Mailagama (Mallakam)
Miniwangamuwiiiaraya (Veemanhama? vihare)
T  annidi wa y ina (Delft?)
Agnidiwayina (Analaitivu) agni—anal
Nagadiwayina (Nainativu) Sinhalese

nayi-cobras
Ptiwangtidiwayina (Punkuditivu)
Karadiwayina (Karaitivu)

The Pitman Centenary
1 813 -1 9 1 3

‘Sy S- Ignatius, F. T. P. S.

The year 1913 marks the centenary of the 
birth of the late Sir Isaac Pitman the father
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of Phonography and a pioneer of the simplified 
spelling reform.

Sir Isaac was bom on the 4th January, 1813, in 
Trowbridge. His father was Samuel Pitman who 
was by trade a hand-loom weaver and for about 20 
years was overseer of a cloth factory. He 
was an excellent business man and had the satis
faction of managing a very prosperous undertak
ing. He had very little regular school instruction 
but by self education he attained to considerable 
ability in some branches of knowledge. He ob
tained a thorough knowledge of Astronomy and 
acquired the skill necessary to calculate eclipses 
and other celestial phenomena. As each of his 
children was bom, he cast the infant’s horoscope 
which was duly inscribed in the family Bible. In 
the case of his son Isaac, the horoscope did not 
indicate in any way his future greatness as a 
shorthand inventor and possibly this was one of 
the reasons which led him in later years to 
abandon his faith in the celestial science.

Isaac was born delicate and we might say that 
his was a sickly childhood He was so delicate 
that his scholastic life was a burden to him. He was 
affected with fainting fits and had to be carried 
out of the school room very often. Consequently 
his school days came to an end very early. The 
early termination of his school days was much re
gretted by Isaac. He was at once initiated as a 
clerk in the place where his father worked. It 
occasionally happened that there was no work to 
be done in the early morning at the factory office 
and Isaac used such opportunities for study in the 
open air. “One of the books,” Mr. Reed says, 
“which he made his companion in morning walks 
into the country was Xennie’s Grammar’ and he 
committed to memory the conjugation.- of verbs.
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lists of irregular verbs, adverbs, prepositions, con
jugations and the 36 rules of syntax, and thus 
laid the foundation of that distinct, concise and 
transparent style which was his. He thereby also 
gained a full appreciation of the art of word-build
ing which was to play no unimportant part later.

“Isaac was in the habit,” Mr. Reed tells us, “ from 
the age of 12, of copying choice pieces of poet
ry and portions of Scripture into a little book 
which he kept in his pocket for the purpose 
of committing them to memory.” In this 
little pocket album yet preserved, extracts 
are found from Pope, Milton, Cowper, James Mont
gomery, Psalms, Isaiah etc. Another book con
tains a neatly-written copy of Valpy’s Greek gram
mar as far as the syntax which he committed to 
memory. At this time he also committed to me
mory in his morning walks the first 14 chapters 
of Proverbs. He did these studies when he was 
barely 16 years and having acquired a vast know
ledge of good books he was not quite sure of 
the correct pronounciation of all the words he 
learnt. With characteristic energy and thorough
ness, he set to himself a task which to most 
persons would be little less than repulsive and which 
probably few have undertaken. He carefully read 
through Walker’s dictionary with the double object of 
extending his knowledge of words and correcting 
his errors in orthography. Soon after the study of 
Walker, he began to study shorthand. He borrow
ed a book, copied the alphabet of arbitrary signs 
and gradually appreciated the advantages derived 
by the use of shorthand. He wrote and used the 
shorthand which he then learnt, but the work of 
inventing a new system of his own with no arbit
rary signs had yet to come.

At the age of nineteen Isaac took to teaching and 
became a school master. As a school master he
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had under his control many young students who 
were a great help to him when he began to publish 
his system of shorthand writing. Just at this time 
he got the friendship of an influential man in the 
person of Mr. Bagster, who was largely instrumental 
in publishing Pitman’s Shorthand.

“Stenographic Sound Hand” as the system was 
then called was published in 1837, but two years 
later the present name “Phonography” was given 
and it was popularised by lectures and classes 
all over the country. But the work of propagat
ing his system of writing was a slow and an arduous 
task. Pitman had his brothers to help him.

Phonography next reached its jubilee, and Pit
man received a Gold Medal from America. The 
phonographers in England presented him with a 
marble bust of himself, and Her late = Majesty 
Queen Victoria was pleased to confer on him the 
honour of knighthood for his great services to 
stenography.

Sir Isaac worked for sixty-two years at Phono
graphy, and soon after the conferring of the 
Knighthood he retired, leaving the work to his 
sons, who had long been at work with him.

That activity, so long sustained, was, as already 
stated, not for long. He was, however, cheerful to 
the end. Decreasing strength and congestion of 
the lungs worked insidiously, and he breathed his 
last on January 22nd, 1897. The day before he 
died he sent the following message to the Rev. 
Gordon Drummond, the Minister of the new Church 
at Bath.

“To those who ask how Isaac Pitman passed 
away, say, Peacefully, and with no more concern 
than in passing from one room into another to 
take up some further employment.”

His remains, in accordance with his wishes, 
were cremated at Woking. The Press gave long
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accounts of his work, and expressions of sympathy 
were tendered to Lady Pitman from all parts ot 
the world. The Literary World; had the follow 
ing “In Memoriam“ which deserves perusal:

Say, Mercury is dead! He whom the gods
Deputed to the task of teaching men
The way to quicken thought, to give it wings,
And bind the broken fragments of discourse.
Not in this age shall honour due be paid 
To him who more than most helped in advance 
The human race along the paths of peace.
Succeeding generations will proclaim 
With clearer voice the victory he won—
Will rank him higher than the men who slew 
Their fellow-men in thousands on the field,
Or grabbed at honours in a Party’s cause 
With self the sole objective unconfessed.

In the illustrious roll of inventors who have in 
our own age conferred great and varied benefits 
on their country, the name of Sir Isaac Pitman 
occupies a unique position, as the originator of 
the method of brief writing as widely used as 
the language in which it is written. His bold ex
periment of giving to the world a system of 
shorthand having an absolutely phonetic basis was 
an immediate success, and for seventy years it 
has proved of inestimable [ service to every pur
pose for which a written record is desired, and 
has become the standard method of English short
hand. He did not live to see success attend his 
proposals for a drastic reform of English spelling 
on a strictly phonetic basis. But it is only fair to 
his memory to point out that, to his work as a 
pioneer, is to a large extent due the revived inter
est in simplified spelling manifested in our times.



A  Message from China
The fo llow in g  description, taken from  a recent letter 

written by  a Tale man who had been at the time o f 
w riting about a year and a half in China, is so interest
in g  in its likenesses and even more in its contrasts to 
Ceylon and India that we venture to print it for the 
benefit o f  our readers.

“ Your description  o f  your work in Jaffna made one 
long  for  a few  weeks with you  to see more o f it. I ’ 11 try 
to match it with a few descriptions o f our work in Changsha. 
As you  know, our Yale work * is still very m uch in 
the stage o f beginnings. The school was opened six years 
ago  this month, I  believe. Picture for its environm ent a 
proud old Chinese city o f about two hundred thousand 
people, at least two thousand years old, and probably o ld 
er. W ith  its grey solid  city wall, its narrow crow ded 
dirty streets, its quaint tem ples and ever novel sights, it 
is at once fascinating  and repulsive, although  to me far 
m ore o f the form er than the latter. Tw elve or fifteen 
years ago  it was the last unstormed citadel o f Chinese 
conservatism , and there was practically no Protestant 
m ission w ork allow ed either in it or its province.

T oday the city is an open port, with nine or ten differ
ent m issionary organizations at work, half a hundred 
foreign ers in com m erce or custom s em ploy, with modern 
schools, free mail delivery, electric lights, and a granite 
faced bund a long  its teem ing water front. W e own pro
perty in the city  where our school has tem porary quar
ters. A short half mile to the north o f the N orth Gate 
we have twenty acres on w hich we are h opin g  to spend 
about $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  for perm anent buildings and equipm ent 
in the next two years or so.

Education, both native and missionary, has been
so backward in Hunan, that we have found it necessary
to prepare our own students for  the College, i f  we were 
to have one. I t  is, in fact, a general condition  through
out China that the tem ptations for a m oderately educated 
b oy  to enter com m ercial pursuits are so great that it is 
extrem ely difficult to hold him  beyond the h igh  school. 
There are probably  not tw o thousand bona f  ide students 
as we w ould classify  them ,in the entire Eepublic,
(*N ote:- The writer belongs to the Yale M ission o f
Changsha, Province o f Hunan, a mission supported en> 
tirely by students and alum ni o f  Yale U niversity.)
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and possibly c o t  half that. W e are doin g  a h igh school 
work thus far, and graduated our first class from  that 
this past M arch. W e expect to open the College about 
January, 1914. Our student body has gradually increased 
from  twenty or so to nearly a hundred. W e cou ld  have 
many m ore were there accom m odations for  them in our 
present qu arters: but they are crow ded in now in a way 
w hich  w ould m ake an Am erican health officer die o f 
apoplexy, and we dare not take in more. W e are exclu 
sively  a boarding school, and are very strict about boys 
getting  out o f  bounds. T o  you  who know  the moral 
conditions o f  an Oriental city  I  need not go  into expla
nations. W e foreigners do practically all our instruct
in g  in E nglish , as we get a better class o f students by 
so doin g  than if we taught in the vernacular. A ll our 
perm anent men. however, learn Chinese, as we must 
stand ready to change our teach ing  m edium  with ch an g 
in g  conditions, and as our preaching and our chapel and 
m uch o f our business intercourse are iu Chinese. Our 
teach ing o f Chinese literature, com position , history, and 
geography is done entirely by Chinese, and m ostly by 
scholars o f the old school. Their m ethods are frightfu lly  
antiquated to our y ou n g  western eyes, and one o f  our 
hopes is som e tim e to have Chinese trained in Am erica 
to take these subjects up from  a modern standpoint. W e 
m eet rather the better class o f Chinese in our w ork 
and find them  m ost pleasant.

Our curriculum  in the high  school covers roughly  
the ground included in A m erica by  the high school and 
first year o f  College. W e give E nglish  in place o f Latin 
and European languages, and Chinese in place o f the E n g 
lish taught in hom e school.

Our boys g ive  us com paratively little trouble as to 
discipline in the ordinary routine. O ccasionally, however, 
they are tem pted to strike as a body, and we have had 
som e interesting tim es show ing them  that the teachers, 
not the students, run the school.

In  addition to our school work we have hospit
al work, practically  the on ly  m edical work on m odern 
lines carried on in the city. W e hope to m ake this hos
pital the basis o f  a medical school, but our first duty 
is to  the College o f  Arts and Sciences, and the m edical 
sch ool m ay m erge with som e other similar m issionary 
institution. L ife  in China is, o f  course, intensely interest
ing, especially  at this time. In  Changsha there is al"
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ways the possib ility  o f  a sudden riot, anti-foreign or 
otherwise. Only the spring before I  arrived, several o f  the 
foreigners’ houses were w recked by a m ob and seldom  a 
m onth passes without rum ours which would be alarm ing 
to the uncalloused. The country is progressing so rapidly 
that there is bound to be unrest. One o f the best ways 
to recognize the changes is to  go  out into the rural d is
tricts and contrast their com paratively unchanged civ ili
zation with that o f the cities, or to go from  Changsha to 
Shangshai and notice the increasing signs o f  western 
ideas and com m erce as one nears the coast.

Faithfully yours, 
K .S .L .

Oratorical Culture
<23y Hudson Tha.mbiRa.ja.h

Every human being, whether educated or uneducated, 
possesses the sensibility  to be charm ed by the sweet 
harm ony o f eloquent speech and every speaker claim s 
a legitim ate pride in possessing this greatest tri
um ph o f  w hich  the hum an mind is c a p a b le -to  
see how a large assem bly is anim ated by his feelings, how 
aversion is transform ed into rapturous enthusiasm  and 
indifference into keen interest by the pulsating electric 
current o f  his speech. D ’A lem bert, a philosopher o f  repute 
in Prance, said of eloquence that “ the prodigies w hich 
it often w orks in the hands o f  a single man, upon an 
entire nation, are perhaps the most shining testim ony o f 
the superiority of one man over another” . Em erson 
g ives expression to alm ost the same view  in his words 
that eloquence is “ the appropriate organ o f the h ighest 
personal en ergy” . E loquence, w hich owns to itself a pow 
erful fascination, and w hich was the master spirit o f an
cient Greece and Rom e, has directed the destinies o f  som e 
nations to acquire im m easurable superiority over others. 
The appearance o f a speaker in a public platform , who 
transm its the contagion  o f his enthusiatn to his audience 
is the signal o f a universal outburst o f enthusiasm  from  
them. H ave not the exhilarating sounds in the H ouse o f 
Com m ons by the m ajestic and eloquent Chatham, who 
daily im proved his gesticulation before mirrors, has not 
the profound reasoning o f Burke, whose penetrating vo ice

4
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appealed even to the roughest o f human form s, urged every 
man to assert his rights ? W ho can remain unm oved when 
he contem plates in im agination the m em orable scenes d e 
picted by Burke in the trial o f Warren H astings in W est
minster Hall and the consequent convulsive shudder that 
permeated the large assem bly m aking the tender heart
ed ladies to swoon ?

The atm osphere o f  ancient States was very condu cive  
to the developm ent o f  eloquence which was further helped 
by their national system  o f education. In  those days, the 
m edium  o f com m unication  from  the classes to the mas
ses being orations, the utm ost care was taken by the 
y ou n g  to acquire purity o f  language and to endeavour 
to face the form er at a time when a speech was a poli
tico-national event in times of public excitem ent. Even in the 
tim e o f F ox , Sheridan, Burke, the g ift o f  eloquence was 
the only passport to State offices. Ignorance o f the prin
ciples o f political econom y or the inability to tackle hard 
m athem atical problem s were excusable if on ly  the man 
possessed the capability to sway the H ouse o f Com m ons. 
Ours is an age o f popular agitation when the people by  
their own system atic attem pt w ork out great changes, 
the con v in cin g  and m oving engines in the revolutions 
being  the press and the m agic potency of public speeches. 
The newspapers fly ing on the w ings o f steam appeal 
to a com paratively  larger num ber than the speaker could , 
yet to whatever dom ain the influence o f  the press be 
stretched, it remains an undeniable fact that so lon g  as 
man is a social being, the fourth state o f  a nation can ’ t 
d o  the entire work o f  a speaker w hose felicitations and 
im pressive expressions stick like arrows in the m em ory 
o f  the people. There is a m axim , “ The poet is born , the 
orator is m ade” , bu t it is equally true that both are 
born and both are made. As it is an essential requisite 
for a poet to  have the h ighest self-culture to produce 
excellent verse, so is incessant study and practice essential 
to the speaker. The idea that a speaker should have 
natural genius and that artificial means to im prove are 
futile is true only to a very sm all degree. H undreds o f 
us can rise h igher by studious application when acquired 
ability  is added to natural gifts. Sir Thom as Brow ne 
says, “ W here log ic  fails, artificial toe often faileth,” but when 
industry builds upon nature we may expect pyram ids.U n
doubtedly the silvery vo ice  o f  G ladstone w hich even after 
hours o f exertion ends the closiEg sentences with bell
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like cadence is the result o f years o f  system atic drill, 
com bined it may be with natural gift. Instinctive, grace
fu l and natural gesture and expression o f countenance 
are the assets o f continued application and hard labour not 
to speak o f the feeling  from  the heart w hich should 
characterise every good  speech as w ell as every literary 
production  and enchanting m usical com position . Sher
idan once rem arked, *‘ I  g o  to hear Koland Hill because 
his ideas cam e red-hot from  the heart” . The primary 
cause for  the failure o f m any of our pulpit preachers is 
that they are not them selves saturated with that m ag
netic force  without w hich the mere expression , however 
passionately made, does not produce the m agic results o f 
reality. W e rem em ber how a peasant once went to 
D em osthenes requesting him  to advocate his cause against 
another w ho had assaulted him. The orator said, “ N ot you  
indeed, you  have not suffered such a th ing. ”  “ W hat! have 
I  not received these blow s?”  the man said in an em pha
tic manner. “ A y  n ow ,”  said Dem osthenes “ you  speak like 
a person in ju red .”  I f  every one who desires to becom e 
a public speaker, be trained by those responsible for  our 
educational m oulding, in the scientific m anagem ent o f 
the voice  as an essential part o f our educational course, 
we shall not surely have discourses which grate on our 
ears "harsh m urder’ like M ilton ’s infernal gates.

The habit o f m aking students to acquaint them selves 
thoroughly  with select passages from  em inent writers 
and poets should be carried far by teachers. H istory furnish
es abundant instances to show how eloquent speakers 
acquired their com m and o f language by this means. L ord  
Chesterfield, one o f the m ost elegant speakers o f Europe, 
Chatham, Pitt and several others o f olden days—not to 
speak o f men of the present day—acquired a habitual 
polished style in this way. W m . Pitt after reading G reek, 
Latin and E nglish  poets retained in his m em ory passages 
w hich  he w ove in the m ost pleasant m anner into his 
fam ous speeches. F ox  who steeped his m ind in classi
cal literature em phasised its value in the fo llow in g  w o rd s : 
“ I  am  o f opinion  that the study o f  good  authors 
and especially o f poets ou gh t never to be interm itted by  
any man who is to speak or write for the public or 
indeed w ho has any occasion  to tax his im agination, 
whether it be for  argum ent, for illustration, for sentim ent 
or  any other purpose.”  Burke, who ruled tum ultuous as
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sem blies by the decent utterance o f his m agnificent 
conceptions filled his speeches with poetical citations from  
M ilton and V irg il w hich  tributaries from  the realm s o f 
literature really constituted his vocabulary o f words and 
sentim ents. A lthough  at present there is a distaste for the 
study o f  dead languages yet it is worth the time spent 
as the acquisition o f ideas from  writers o f antiquity g ives faci
lity  o f  expression helped by the incessant com parison  o f 
idiom s o f tw o languages by the com bination  and re 
com bination  o f w ords and sentences in the different ways 
possib le.

Seeing the im m ense influence o f oratory w hich lifts the 
possessor to em inence very rapidly in the Church, in 
the Bar and, in fact, in every sphere o f professional work, it 
is lam entable that its cultivation  is altogether neglected 
in our schools and Colleges. Several youn g  men that go  
out from  Colleges, especially in Jaffna are failures in 
life because o f the lack o f the pow er o f expression. Men 
with a fraction o f their know ledge overtake them  be
cause o f  the possession o f this rare talent. There is hard
ly an y  attention paid in prim ary schools in Jaffna to 
teach the proper accentuation and enunciation o f words. 
The m istake com m itted  in several schools (perhaps from  
an econom ica l point o f  view) to entrust the teaching o f 
E nglish  to the you n g  to  teachers with no qualifications, 
som etim es with only a scanty know ledge o f  English , is 
very deplorable. W hen as a y ou n g  boy  the w rong m e
thod is im itated, it is a ltogether im possible to get rid o f 
the indistinctness ,provincialism s &c in latter days. One 
o f  the reasons for  m aking no provision in the College 
routine o f  work for the regular and system atic teaching 
o f elocution  is perhaps on account o f the attention de
m anded by other studies or it m ight be ow ing to the 
fact that elocution  m ight be left to  nature. But,, oratory 
like all other arts is acquired by continuous study., and 
practice.

The Balkan States
[An essay ^written by J , ¿Meadows of the Senior Local Class]

The present war iu Europe has brought in to  prom in 
ence the Balkan States, and therefore a brief study,; o f
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the history o f these states cannot but prove interesting.
The Balkan States that are concerned in the war are 

Servia, Bulgaria, M ontenegro and Greece. Roum ania, w hich 
is an independent state, does not take part in the war, 
while Albania, Thrace and M acedonia are subject to T ur
key.

A t the tim e of the decline o f the Rom an Em pire, the 
em perors abandoned old Rom e and founded the new
R om e on the Bosphorus, at the same place where Const
antinople is at present. As years advanced, new R om e 
gradually becam e a Greek empire, and Constantinople 
rem ained a wonderful c ity  for many centuries. The ori
ginal inhabitants oE the Balkan peninsula w ere the
Greeks, the A lbanians and the Rom an colonists. The first 
ones to com e from  outside were the Slavs. A fter this 
cam e the barbarians, and am ong, them the Bulgarians
were by far the most im portant. The Bulgarians colon ised  
Bulgaria, while Servia was inhabited by the Slavs. There 
were constant wars between the emperors o f Constanti
nople and the]barbarians. The Servians and the B u lgari
ans becam e Christians.

D uring the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, the Turks 
from  Asia invaded and subjugated the whole peninsula. 
T hey  did not stop there, but continued their conquests 
northwards into AustriaH ungary.

The allied arm ies o f  the Bosnians, Serbs, and M agyars 
met the Turks at the fatal field o f K osova , in w hich  
the Turks were victorious. This defeat le ft the M oham 
medans the masters o f the land.

T o retrieve the loss, the Christian nations o f E urope 
jo in ed  in a crusade in 1429; but the French, the flow er 
o f Germ an chivalry^ and the knights o f  H ungary su ffer
ed an overw helm ing defeat in which thousands were 
slain and over ten thousand taken prisoners. A century 
later in 1529, the Ottom an armies under Suleiman the 
M agnificent swept to the gates of V ienna, hum iliating 
bishops and princes alike and town after town cap itu lat
ed. B ut V ienna itself endured the desperate siege and 
at last the heavy storm s so hindered and discouraged 
the Turks that they were forced  to retreat. The repulse 
w hich  the Turkish armies m et at Vienna, m ay be said 
to have been the first turn o f  the tide. Gradually the 
nations o f  Europe began to assert them selves, and T u r 
kish  prowess turned to luxury and self indulgence.
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The Slavs, Servians, Roum anians, Bulgarians and the 
Greeks, th ou gh  bitterly opposed to each other, were united 
against the misrule o f  the Turks. The first to gain in 
dependence were the Greeks. The Slavs applied to Russia 
for help and Russia took up arms on behalf o f the revoked  
Christians. In  1877 Russia invaded the Balkan Provinces 
and captured Plevna. From  Plevna the Russians advanced 
upon Adrianople, and pressed on in the storm s o f w inter 
to the very walls o f Constantinople. This resulted in the 
treaty o f  San Stefano and its revision by  the powers at 
Berlin, who recognized the independence o f Rou mania, 
Servia, and M ontenegro, granted self-governm ent to B u l
garia and gave the Caucusus to Russia.

The diffei’ent nations inhabiting the Balkan states are 
som ewhat peculiar in them selves. The M ontenegrins have 
so bravely and successfully  fou gh t the Turks, that it 
was im possible for  the Turks to defeat them ; and they 
are considered to be the most form idable fighters in the 
world. I t  is the one nation in the Balkan peninsula, 
which has maintained its independence against the Turks 
throughout five centuries! Mr. G ladstone speaking in 
1895, gave them  this g low ing  tribute of his adm iration. 
“ In  my deliberate opinion , the traditions o f M ontenegro 
now com m itted to H is H ighness Prince N icholas as a sa
cred trust, exceed in glory those o f Marathon and T herm o
pylae, and all the war traditions o f the w orld .”

The Servians had a history and literature: the Greeks 
had a glorious past, but, the Bulgarians who were con 
sidered to be a dull, tim id race and who suffered untold 
atrocities at the hands o f  the Turks, patiently waited till 
indepenence was given to them by the treaty o f Berlin. They 
have since developed into a war-like race able to hold their 
own w ith  Turkey.

Now we com e to the cause o f  the present war. The 
greater part o f  the six m illion inhabitants o f M acedonia 
are o f Servian, Bulgarian and G reek sto ck ; and have 
suffered untold hardships and persecutions under the 
Turks. The Turks are the military agricultural overlords . 
The Christians have been taxed 25% oC their p rod u ce ; 
they have been com pelled to g ive up their daughters for 
the Turkish harem s; repressed from  attem pts at edu
cation ; forbidden  to read any books or papers,, and im 
prisoned in the vilest dungeons. The four Christian 
nations, M ontenegro, Bulgaria, Servia and G reece, s im 
ultaneously dem anded o f the Turks self-governm ent for
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the M acedonian provinces. They included in this certain 
civ il reform s, lon g  prom ised but never fulfilled, and the 
appointm ent o f a Christian G overnor for that entire 
district. The T urks’ refusal to  com ply with these requests 
was the cause o f the war. The chief seats o f  the war 
were Salonica, and Adrianople. The Turks have suffered 
m any defeats. The Greeks took  Salonica, the Thessalonlca 
o f the Scriptures and the m ost im portant port and trading 
centre next to Constantinople. The Bulgarians in their 
v ictorious advance have gone as far as Adrianople and 
have besieged it. This is a city next in im portance to 
Constantinople. I t  has not yet fallen. The M ontenegrins 
have likewise surrounded Scutari.

U nder the leadership o f Sir Edward G rey, the foreign  
m inister of England, the powers convened a peace co n fe r 
ence in L ondon. A m on g  other requests the Balkan States 
dem anded the surrender o f Adrianople and the islands 
now belongin g  to Turkej7. At first the Turkish  G overn 
m ent yielded ; but the opposition party in Turkey turned 
the existing G overnm ent out, and refused to cede these 
places. The negotiations were broken and war has on ce  
m ore begun.

In  this war the A llies are fighting for the liberty o f their 
fellow  Christians, and therefore we should sym pathise w ith 
them . It  is expected that the Allies will be v ictorious 
and all will re joice in the day when the sick man of 
the W est quits Europe.

The Y. M . C. A  Expedition to the 
Island of Eluvative

This is an annual event which is looked forward 
to by the Y. M. C. A. members with great interest 
and enthusiasm. Forty students and three teachers 
left Araly ferry on Friday the 21st Feb. at 3 P. M. 
carrying with them presents to be distributed among 
the school children at Eluvative. On their way 
they stopped a few minutes at Kayts and saw the 
place. At 5. 15 P. M. the tiny figures on the Eluva
tive shore were seen from the boat, ready to welcome 
their benefactors. After a word of prayer on the 
shore, the expedition band together with the school 
children marched to the school attractively fixed up
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to welcome the visitors. A short meeting was held 
in the school-bungalow for the schoolchildren after 
which the band dispersed for an hour enjoying them
selves on the beach. At 7. 30 P. M. the villagers 
and school-children gathered for a good evangelistic 
meeting which was conducted by Mr. S. M. Theva- 
thasan jvla. Messrs.Ed. Yenasitambv and G.D. Thomas 
addressed in a very appealing tone. Early next 
morning five groups of students with their leaders 
went in five directions, making house to house visits 
and preaching the Gospel. At 9 A. M. the sports 
competition for the school children took place in 
which several took part. Unlike last year, the child
ren looked healthy and strong. Later they were 
examined in Scripture and Arithmetic, and their 
work in the examination was a credit to any school. 
At about 11 A. M. the most important meeting of 
the expedition began with Mr. Ed. Yenasitamby in 
the chair. A large majority of the Hindu population 
in the Island were there and Messrs E. A. Williams 
S. M. Thevathasan and E D. Thomas addressed the 
audience and evidently the Gospel message was 
gladly received. Then came the distribution of prizes 
consisting of cloth, cash, kadalai and plantains. The 
Yidhan of the place was kind enough to distribute 
the prizes which cost' not less than Rs. 30. After 
this,the children sat down to a good sumptuous break
fast which they enjoyed most heartily. On their re
turn the party paid a visit to the Dutch fort in the 
sea and a fair breeze setting in, landed at Araly at 
about 5. 15 P. M. On the whole, the expedition pro
ved to be very successful and we pray God that He 
may abundantly bless the seed sown.

Jaffna College Y. M . C. A . 
Hall Fund

Since the last Miscellany was issued our Building 
Fund has been swelled by a single donation of 
Rs. 500. from Mr. J. C. Lvsle of Leavenworth, Kansas. 
This money comes to us in the form of legacy 
through the International Committee of T. M. C. A ’s. 
and is an indication of the importance which they



attach to our movement for a permanent association 
building. No conditions are attached to this gift 
(other than the usual one that the money be used 
only for the purpose for which it was given), but 
the request is made by the Committee that one 
room in the new building be called “The Lysle 
Memorial.”  To this there could hardly be any ob
jection, so far as we can see.

In addition to the above, subscriptions have been 
received from

T. C. Changarapillai, j . p ., u. p . m , “ 5,00
This, with the amounts previously acknowledged 

(Rs. 491.81), makes a total of Rs. 1,022.81

—The placing of the Y. M. C. A. tablet has been 
unavoidably delayed.
—Dr. York left for Kodaikanal on March o, as he had 
been laid up with fever. Mrs. York and the child
ren went to Kodai early in February.
—One of the pleasures of this term was the visit 
of Miss A. G. Powers of Kodaikanal, India, who ad
dressed the boys at Chapel speaking on the Boy 
Scout Movement.
—J, K. Kanapathapillai Esq. has been given 
leave of absence to take a full course of study in 
the Government Training College, Colombo.
—From the last Senior Class, A. C. Sundarampil- 
lai and E. A. Williams have been appointed as jun
ior masters in the College and J. T. Miller in the 
Vaddukoddai English school.
—The plan adopted last term of renting the up
stairs rooms over Otley Hall to Senior boys to use 
as private bedrooms and study-rooms has proved 
very popular. This relieves the crowded condition 
of the dormitories.

J. S. Lewis 
P. JohiVerghis

Rs. 25.00 
Rs. 1.00
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—E. A. Williams went as delegate from the Col
lege Y. M. C. A: to the All-India Conference held 
by Messrs. Mott and Eddy in Calcutta. Sixty-two 
Colleges were represented by delegates at the Con
ference.
—The relatives of Yietor Lee are establishing a 
Prize fund in his memory, to be awarded annu
ally to the best Senior student in Physics and the 
best Junior student in Physiology. Yietor Lee had 
completed two years' examinations in the Medical 
College at Singapore when his health failed and 
he came home a year ago.
—Joshua Selvadurai Danforth, a student in the 
Third Form of the College, died Feb. 15. at Mane- 
pay Hospital of typhoid fever. He was the eldest 
son of Mr. C. W. K. Danforth, Preacher at Chan- 
ganai, and had always been frail in health. In 
his Christian faith and character he was prepared 
for death.
—The members of Mr. Ignatius’ last Commercial 
class have been very successful in securing em
ployment immediately in Kuala Lumpur as typists, 
clerks etc. in the Postal and Railway Dept.
—The prize winners a* the January examination of 
applicants for the new Second Form were as fol
lows:—

1st, Y. Chellappah, Atchuvely Eng. School, Rs. 80.
2nd, J. S. Amarasingan, Central College, Rs. 25.
3rd, P. Nagalingam. Manepay Memorial Eng. 

School, Rs. 20.
4th, T. Balasingam, St. John’s College, Rs. 15.
5th, C. Ponnampalam, Araly Eug. School, Rs. 10.
This is the second year that the highest prize has 

been won by a boy from the Atchuvely Eng. school. 
A. H. Sinnatambv Esq. is the Headmaster of 
that school.

—On the 7th of February almost the entire school at
tended the wedding of Mr. James Suthirkam Cooke, eld
est son of C. H. Cooke Esq. one of our S enior Profes
sors. The wedding was solemnized at Sandilip ay Church
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and the bride was Miss Rosalin Pavalamma, second 
daughter of T. R. Pavson, Head clerk of the Col
ombo firm of Messrs. Hutson and Co. Both at the 
bride-s home and again at Mr. Cooke’s house the 
College students had a large share in the festivities.

—A week later, Feb. 15th a large number of the 
College Faculty and students attended the funeral 
of Rev. J. M. Sanders at Atchuvely in deep sym
pathy with the bereaved sons, Samuel, David and 
Daniel and the family of the son-in-law, L. S. P 011- 
niah Esq., one of the College professors.

Alumni Notes
Mr. P. Chelliah, A dvocate o f the Jaffna Bar, has gone 

to Chilaw with the view o f establishing his practice 
there.

Mr. Ford Duraisamy, B. A . A dvocate, acted for so m e tim e  
in January, as Police M agistrate and Com m issioner o f R e 
quests, Jaffna and Kayts.

Mr. P* Vytialingam, B. A.» Advocate, acted m ore than once, 
as Police M agistrate at C h avagach ch eny

Obituary
M r-A . Kesuppilly, who taught for som e years in Vadduk- 

koddai H igh School, d ied  on the 18th January,
Mr. Victor C. Lee, w ho joined  the M edical School in 

S ingapore after leaving the College passed away on the 
26th January.

Rev. S. Richard, of the C. M. S. Jaffna, passed away on 
the ]7th February.

Dr. C. Dutton, o f Jaffna died on the 12th February.

—In the death of Rev. J. M. Sanders the Church
es of Jaffna have lost one of their best and most- 
devoted pastors and the whole community has lost 
a valued friend. His relations to the people of 
his pastorate was always most loving and fatherly. 
His sympathy and advice were greatly valued by all
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classes of people. He graduated from Jaffna Col
lege in 1878 and from the Theological class in 1881. 
For thirty years he was a faithful preacher 
of the gospel. His influence in Tondaimanar, At- 
chuvely and Udupiddi was very strong and will 
remain an abiding monument to his memory.
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IMPORTANT
Large stock of Cycles and Cycle ac

cessories newly received, and sold for 
Colombo Prices.

Sole Agent for the Celebrated World 
known Trade Mark, “His Master’s Voice-’’ 
Gramophones & Records, are distributed 
at Manufacturers Prices.

Sole Agent for the Famous ‘lBee Brand” 
Teas. Awarded 10 gold Medals for purity 
strength and flavour-

S. cMachado,
The <Dutch House, Jaffna.

Catalogues for Gramophones and Records Free on 
application

JAFFNA COLLEGE MISCELLANY
The Jaffna College Miscellany is published 

four times a year, at the close of each term of 
the College yean Its price is Rs. 1.00 a year, 
including postage* Stamps will be received in 
payment for subscriptions which should be 
sent in advance.

(Address all communications and send all 
subscriptions to

The PrincipaU 
Jaffna College,

Vaddukoddai.



E stab lish ed  in 1RU T h e O ldest and P.**.st

The

cAmerican cMisston <•Press
Wedding bx’vita.tiors Funeral cf^ptices 'Pamphlets

cBook binding Hand bills ¿Magazines and Books

L ,egal p r in t in g  a  s p e c ia l t y  
W e have the largest press and equipment in Jaffna and our work 

is universally admitted superior to anyth ing in Jaffna iind equal to 
t hat done in Colom bo. II 'you  don ’t believe it, try us.

Charges moderate

G L  S. Book Depot.
Main Street, Jaffna.

S c h o o l  B o o k s  (English and Tam il; All the book s 
used in Jaffna Schools. "

U n i v e r s i t y  T e x t  H o o k s ,  (Cambridge and
Madras) English, L atin , Taini 
M athematics, H istory, L og ic  
Science &c.

G i f t  B o o k s  for boys and girls specially  suitable fo
prizes, birthday or X ’ nms present*. 

R e l i g i o u s  R o o k s ,  Bibles, Prayer Books, and Hym n 
B ooks in English and Tamil.

D r a w i n g  I n s t r u m e n t s .  C o p y  R o o k s
in English  & Tam il, E x e r c i s e  B o o k s ,  S l a t e s & c
S t a t i o n e r y  F an cy  note paper, envelopes, foolscap

paper, penholders, pencils, erasers &e
R e l i g i o u s  T r a c t  S o c i e t y ,  and C h r i s t 

i a n  L i t e r a t u r e  S o c i e t y  B ooks in  E n g 
lish and Tam il.

m a p s  a n d  A t l a s e s :  M em ory m aps, wall m aps 
' terrestrial globes, R oyal Indian 

W orld Atlas, L ondon  school atlas &e 
A d d ress : M r . P a u l C h e l la p p a h ,

M anager, 0. L. S.


