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THE YEAR IN BENGAL-ORISSA.
The year in Bengal-Orissa has been much more encouraging than 

last as regards missionary staff especially. W e have more than held our 
own in point of numbers. Dr. Mary Bacheler has returned to Sinclair 
Orphanage, Balasore, bringing with her a new missionary of the 
Women’s Board, Miss Naomi Knapp, for Midnapore. Mr. and Mrs. 
Krause returned to the Industrial School, Balasore, while Mr. and Mrs. 
Raymond came to us in September from Burma, to take charge of the 
Industrial work at Bhimpore. During the year we lost Rev. and Mrs. 
J .  H. Oxrieder, from Khargpur and Miss Amy Coe, from the Orphanage, 
Balasore, all of whom return to America with little or no prospect of return 
to India. The departure of Mr. and Mrs. Oxrieder necessitated the 
transfer of Rev. and Mrs. Hartley to the combined English and Indian 
work at Khargpur, leaving the responsibility of the evangelistic work of 
the large Balasore field upon Mr. Frost in addition to the Boys’ High 
School, and the Mission Secretaryship. The need of new families for 
empty stations is as urgent as ever.

Advance has been reported in varying degrees all along the line. 
This is evidenced by baptisms; expansion of Educational and Industrial 
instil utions, with increased responsibility and enlarged and perhaps even 
extravagant ambitions on the part of the native people; an increasing 
number of prospective leaders from among the young people being trained 
for service ; increased harmony, devotion, and spiritual stimulus in the 
lives of missionaries as manifest at the Annual Conference. There is a



spirit 4elt throughout the Mission that demands greater results, a whole
some dissatisfaction with present attainments, an insistent demand for 
more vitality, more efficiency, a closer approximation to our aims and 
ideals.

These generalities are perhaps more forcibly expressed in specific 
instances. Baptisms, of course, mean baptisms. N ay more ! Sometimes 
they mean the moral equivalent of a Declaration of Independence,—a 
severance of all relationship with heathenism, loss of friends and loved 
ones, persecutions unimaginable. Oft times indeed baptisms may be 
spelled c-o-n-q-u-e-s-t-s.

The expansion of the Industrial work at Balasore has gone steadily 
on under the guidance of Mr. Eller in spite of many interruptions Mr. 
Krause was hardly settled before new plans were in progress, and new 
machinery being set up. The Industrial work at Bhimpore is an attempt 
to “ make bricks without straw.”  Mr. Raymond has little more to begin 
with than his own enthusiasm and his empty hands and a couple of 
hundred school boys to help.

The native people having shouldered increased responsibility are 
asking for increased representation on the Conference. They are 
demanding a voice in the direction of Mission affairs. They have also 
requested that a young man be sent to America for training. These 
represent chiefly the ambitions of the laymen of the Christian community 
— men who are becoming successful in various spheres of life independent 
of mission influence,— Government offices, Law, etc., in competition with 
the keenest Hindus who are coming to the forefront in India today—and 
though at times we cannot admire the spirit of their demands, we must 
thank God for their vision and enthusiasm and we must endeavor to get 
them to incorporate in their experience the vision of the Cross that in all 
their enthusiasm may be seen the spirit of Calvary or there is danger that 
the new awakening may spell liabilities as well as assets.

The number of young men and women being trained for greater 
service is larger than ever before. From the Santal field Bhimpore has 
sent several young people to Higher Institutions looking forward to the 
day when ¿he Head-master and Head-mistress, in fact all the masters
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and teachers of the Santal Bo3's’ and Girls’ Schools shall be Santals, for 
this aboriginal race is so backward in Education that positions of 
responsibility have been, and are yet, largely filled by the Bengalis. 
From Balasore and Midnapore also, several promising young people have 
been sent to be trained for greater usefulness.

The Mission Conference this year was distinguished by a larger 
place on the program being given to Devotional Exercises—to the 
deepening of the spiritual life. The closing prayer session was memorable, 
being fully attended and an acknowledgment of the need of God in every 
department of mission activity.

There has been expressed on more than one occasion among the 
missionaries a feeling that we are not meeting the situation adequately 
and a confession that we must examine our program, our methods, 
ourselves, in order to reach a higher degree of efficiency. The Bengal 
Quarterly meeting of preachers and delegates in September decided that 
unless the Quarterly Meetings can be given new life there is no use holding 
them. But it was unanimously agreed that they should be held in a new 
way—we dare not forsake the assembling of ourselves together—and it 
must be with more reality, more power, more sense of the presence of the 
living Christ.

There have been discouragements. One of the new missionaries 
has said that discouragement seemed to be the outstanding attitude in at 
least three mission stations. It is discouraging to be sent to a school that 
was included as one of the great projects of the New World Movement to 
find that there is hardly accommodation for one-third of the three hundred 
boys— the rest housed and schooled in unsanitary and disreputable mud 
and straw temporizations, an open brick kiln, or else huddled together in 
homes in the village in moral conditions that now and again are revealed 
by the disastrous consequences. Beautiful new building plans with not a 
til he of the money appropriated or in sight, only create a disheartening 
contrast. Or it is discouraging to return to a place as highly advertised 
as “ the Pittsburg of India”  to find the opportunities even greater but the 
funds stopped. It is discouraging to return to the field with great visions 
of higher education for girls to find one’s fairest hopes thwarted and the 
plans demolished to have to go on in the same small way with little pros
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pect of expansion. It is discouraging but that doesn’t tell half the story 
of spirits almost broken, enthusiasm quenched by attempting to carry on 
in impossible situations, of disheartenings that cannot but result in a 
decreasing staff and increasing responsibilities—and no money ! “ O h! 
for a faith that will not shrink !”

But there have been achievements for which we thank God and take 
courage. There have been men and women, boys and girls from Christian 
and Hindu and Santal homes won for our Lord. There have been young 
lives inspired and decisions made. We look at our outstanding Christians 
and seeing them grow more zealous, more lovable, more Christlike from 
year to year, we rejoice that our Christ can take such raw material and 
turn out such finished products.

BALASORE.
Miss Cronkite reports parodoxically a happy year chiefly in lan

guage study. The result was surely a happy one—a successful examina
tion. “  During the year I had charge of Junior Sunday school and 
Junior C. E. A  Cradle roll was started which brought me into contact with 
nearly all the Christian families. Twenty-eight babies are enrolled of 
which four are Hindus. A t the first recognition service ten mothers 
including one Hindu, brought their babies. It is a trite saying that the 
citadel of Hinduism is the Indian mothers’ hearts. But surely the cradle 
roll is the most effective, if novel, route by which to take that citadel.”

Miss Doe writes that the girls’ School had a very good year with 
nearly 200 pupils in attendance of whom nearly 50 are in Middle English 
classes. Two girls were sent up for scholarship examination, one for middle 
and one for Upper Primary. Out of the twelve girls in the Senior class two 
or three will likely be sent on to the High School and several to the Teachers’ 
Training School. One girl who graduated from High School is going on 
to college with the hope that after taking the Intermediate Arts examina
tion in two years she will return to the Balasore School. Part of the 
school building which fell has been rebuilt on better foundations and a rest 
room has been added.
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Mr. Dunn reports a very successful year. He was successful in his 
Sanguage examination in Ju ly  though scarcely half a year on the field. 
In addition to language, a class in the High School and one in Sunday 
School gave splendid opportunities with the boys that open up the way 
for evangelism.

Rev. M. R. Hartley and Rev. Natabar Singh were appointed by the 
Indian Yearly Meeting a year ago to hold special meetings with the 
•churches of Balasore. Among the stations visited was Nilgiri, where 
the Supt. of the Native State is a Christian. A service was held in 
this house and a lantern lecture was given in the palace of the native 
prince—the R aja of Nilgiri State. Mr. Hartley says “  Thus the scripture 
was fulfilled which says, “  He shall stand before kings.”  During March 
and April ten-day sessions were held in several places including Salgodia, 
Jellasore, and Santipore. In Salgodia Bro. Ager and the local prea
chers gave hearty loyal support which helped greatly. Here four young 
people were baptised and a large number of others expressed their inten
tion to live for God. At Jellasore, three were baptised while a goodly 
number responded to Natabar Babu’s passionale appeals for the con
secration of their lives to God. This was surely the fruit of Miss Barnes' 
long and loving service in Jellasore. At Santipore a number of boys and 
girls professed conversion. Our brethren Gunanidhi Mohapatra and 
Ganga Dliar Rath have a great opportunity at Santipore and the Lord 
will surely bless their consecrated and united efforts. Of Natabar Babu, 
Mr. Hartley adds, “  His flaming zeal was often a tonic to my flagging 
soul ; the reality of spiritual things to him often made them more real to 
me ; his concern for the condition of his fellow countrymen often causes him 
to weep, and his tears are not crocodile tears. The)' are born of love. I 
felt it my duty to sanctify myself for his sake, for 1 looked upon him as the 
real evangelist and myself as his helper.”  In August the Hartleys were 
transferred to the English work at Khargpur.

In Mr, Frost’s report of the High School, he says that “  R. H. Shau, 
the Head-Master, our own product, has made good, and the appointment 
has been made permanent. This young man is chairman of the Church 
committee, virtually next to the pastor, leader of the community, forming 
a  link between the community and the school.”
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Mr. Frost has been teaching- three weekly Bible Classes, two of them 
for Hindu boys. He says, “  I have discussed with the Hindu boys 
“ Character Building,”  “  Vocation,” and “ The Bible and Social Teach
ings.”  They have responded sympathetically to a searching critical study 
of certain phases of Hindu society and to the frank declaration of my 
belief that Jesus alone can meet the needs thereof. There have beer» 
gratifying responses on the part of some to thought-provoking questions 
and I have succeeded in getting independent opinions bej'ond what any 
previous year produced.”

“ The influence of the school may be known from the testimony of 
a graduate who has taught for about two years. He says, “  I know many 
young men in Government Departments, but the boys from our school are 
different. They fear God. I am unspeakably grateful that I have found 
God in this school.”  I regret that he and others have not gained the full 
knowledge which can come only with the full surrender to Jesus, but still 
I am much encouraged by this testimony.”

“ A s missionary pastor, I have made it my aim to inspire and suggest, 
rather than to do pastor's work. The sympathetic relationship and various 
conferences with pastor Probodh Babu have been a joy to me and much 
appreciated by him. He is a colleague of proved worth and one with 
whom I feel it a privilege to be associated.

“ From January to Easter fairly intensive Evangelistic efforts wrere 
carried on in the church. Stress was laid on personal work and inquirer's 
classes w'ere maintained. Over thirty were added to the church by baptism 
including boys from the High and Industrial schools and girls from Sinclair 
Orphanage ; of this number, twelve were born in Hinduism. A  mature 
adult man from Balasore was baptised who wTas influenced by an Oriya 
book written by one of our preachers.

“ The Balasore church has this year paid a further instalment on its 
debt to the Mission by giving us our first Indian Missionary and our first 
District Evangelist. The year has demonstrated that religious teaching 
in our schools is having an influence in converting and leavening; that we 
are conserving the young life of our Christian community ; that Christian 
literature has power to turn the unbelieving to the Light.”
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Miss Gowen writes that upon her return after five years absence "  the 
spirit of “ India's awakening” was felt almost immediately in many ways. 
' ‘ We will help with that,”  or “  we will do this”  instead of waiting till the 
thing was accomplished, is noticeably more in evidence than in years past. 
Our Indian friends are coming to stand beside us now in a finer sense 
than I have ever seen before. Among the women of the zenanas, I felt a 
■quickening interest, signs of ambition to use their hands and heads to 
advantage, and a peculiar and beautiful friendliness between Hindu pupils 
and Christian teachers. Part of the year was spent in Balasore and six 
months in Bhimpore. In the latter place I have been most successful in 
doing what during my previous term I was most careful to avoid, viz. mix
ing the Oriya and Bengali languages. It has been a pleasure to come into 
contact with a different type of work and people, and it seems to me that 
there are many advantages in being a Santal where caste and creed are 
not the boundary lines of life. School here exemplified the simple life, 
and honesty is the best policy undoubtedly the best. The year through 
the schools open at 6-30 or 7-0 o’clock, leaving the afternoons free for 
work, for the girls, either sewing or lace-making. The lace school meets 
a need in this way, but does not fill it, although at present 42 girls are 
employed. The crying call is for training that will fit the girls for after life. 
Lace-industry meets only a small part ot the community needs. Some 
girls go on to High School, some to teachers’ training, but many girls in 
our schools do not finish the sixth standard and some who do it would be 
useless to send for further routine school work. M ay the day soon come 
when vocational education will be recognized as an essential part of every 
middle school for girls in India.

BHIMPORE.
In Dr. Murphy’s report he records a year of rapid change and sur

prises. “  We began the year in charge of Bhimpore station— Medical 
work, High School, Industrial School, and care of property which included 
the making of brick and gathering of materials for new buildings. In 
January we were relieved by the transfer of the High School to Mr. 
Kitchen. In March Mr. Oxreider was transferred to Khargpur and we
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were given charge of the 83 aided and a dozen or more unaided village 
schools, and the evangelistic work of the district. In Ju ly  Miss'Gower» 
was transferred here, relieving Mrs. Murphy of the responsibility of the 
G irl’s School. In October Mr. and Mrs. Raymond were transferred from' 
Burma, being located in Bhimpore in charge of the Care of Property and 
Boys’ Industrial work.

Of the girls completing the course here, we sent four to Calcutta 
for High School training, and one to Bible School. One of the four girls 
has received a silver medal for the highest standing of any girl in the 
school, and all four received higher marks than any other girls in the 
school. When we remember that a few years ago these Santals were 
without written language and that some thought them incapable of learn
ing to read, we are honestly proud of what has been accomplished.

The medical work has been much neglected owing to our having to 
be away from the station much of the time. The dispensary has been 
kept open by the Compounder and between four and five thousand 
patients treated. As this is the only institution of its kind in a territory 
larger than two counties with a population of 400 to the square mile, we 
naturally get everything from itch to cobra bites, chickenpox to cholera, 
festered thorns to people gored by buffaloes. In addition to the dispen
sary, the duties of Medical Advisor for the Mission require an annual 
examination of each member of our staff, and general care of the health 
of all missionaries. This has been sadly neglected but more than a month 
of our time has been given to this work.

During the year I have visited and examined 81 schools, some of 
them more than once. But few of these.schools are on a public road and 
are accessible only by jungle paths either on foot or by bicycle. M y 
housecart, better known as "M u rph y ’s Ark ”  travels on the main roads 
and answers as a base. After early breakfast in the cart we take bicycle 
and water bottle and strike into the jungles visiting three or four schools 
during the day' and travelling on foot or bicycle 20 or 30 miles returning 
to the cart in the evening. Our visit to a school brings together the whole 
village as a rule and after the school is examined, we spend an hour 
preaching to the assembled villagers. On our return to the base in. the
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evening, we.invariably find a crowd waiting for us, some of them with;a 
sincere desire to hear and learn about the Christian religion, others for 
medicine, and many of them out of mere curiosity. This affords oppor
tunity for another hour or two of preaching and usually all attempts at 
sending the crowd away are of no avail, and we simply have to put 
down the curtains and turn out the light in order to be able to retire.

The new Nationalism and Gandhi’s program have held the centre 
of the stage for part of the year, but has not noticeably influenced the peo
ple against the truths we teach, although there is an increased aversion 
to the name Christian and to so-called Christian nations. With the 
history that has been made within the last ten years, is it any wonder V

Illness has visited our home for the first lime in many years and 
Mrs. Murphy had to spend the month of November in Hospital in Cal
cutta undergoing an operation. Our anxieties and fears have been turned 
into the joy of the morning as health has been fully restored. The year 
has in many ways been one of the most unsatisfactory that we have ever 
spent in India. Still we can rejoice in some things accomplished and take 
courage for the years that are ahead. The spiritual life of our community 
has been deplorable, and there have been an unusual number of moral 
lapses. Some have realized the drift and have earnestly struggled for 
better things. Our greatest source of encouragement is among the boys 
and girls in our boarding schools. Pray for us and for them !

Mr. L. C. Kitchen says, “ The Bhimpore Boys’ School has conti
nued to grow, with the attendance now well over two hundred and fifty. 
In the progress toward a High School, the third year class was added in 
January and an application forwarded to the Education Department. 
But the requirements are such that until the standard of teachers is higher, 
there is little hope of official recognition. This entails increased expen
diture which the Reference Committee have approved for the present year 
and which should enable us more nearly to meet the requirements of the 
Government. Qualified Christian teachers are very hard to get, but are 
worth the additional expense.

It has not been an easy task to accommodate fifteen classes in a 
five-room building—one room of which has a straw roof for ever needing
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repairs. A  temporary mud building was put up during the year, and 
with ihe suspension of building for lack of money, the shed for storing the 
unburned bricks became available—these housing four classes each. It 
was still necessary to house some classes in the Christian Hostel.

In Ju ly , when the Director of Public Instruction authorized a Train
ing School for Village School Teachers (Gurus) the problem of accommo
dation was solved only by crowding out some boys and using a room 
in the Santal Hostel. Several of the most promising village teachers 
attempted to cover the one-year course in the six months. Before the 
close of the year it seemed likely that the most necessary institution, the 
Guru Training School, would have to be discontinued, at least untangled 
from Government red tape. That school is the solution of the congestion 
in the Bhimpore school and a point of strategic importance educationally 
and evangelistically. The village boys crowd in here after passing the 
Lower Primary examination, and our Upper Primary Department requires 
five or six classes, where two would suffice if all the village schools were 
raised to Upper Primary Standard. That can only be done by increasing- 
the qualifications of the teachers. The 80 or 90 village teachers could be 
trained at the rate of ten or twelve a 3’ear until this is accomplished. It is 
to be hoped that the Government also will appreciate the advantage as 
many more children could be kept in school two years longer in their own 
villages whereas they cannot be sent to a boarding school at a distance 
from home.

The bright side of the work has been the effort at Evangelism, as 
3'et largely confined to the boys of the upper classes who do their work 
hi English. This has brought joy to my heart many a time as some of the 
boys have asked questions that struck bottom religiously. I regard as the; 
greatest achievement of the year getting religious questions that I felt 
incapable of answering; because I have felt that the most of the teaching 
in the school is hardly conducive to independent thinking and at least 
a beginning has been made along the lines that I regard as of supreme 
importance. I have done some market preaching with one or two of the 
teachers and some of the Christian boys. I have seen in that experience 
some fine possibilities for the boys and great help for myself. That work
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must of course be confined to Saturdays. One of the greatest problems 
appears to be that of reaching the parents of the boys with an influence 
that will break down prejudice.

The Industrial School at Bhimpore appears to be entering upon a 
new stage of development with the arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond. 
Much needed direction of the industrious efforts of the 250 boys is in 
sight. Several of the boys have already had an introduction to mechanics, 
for which some of them showed a real aptitude and enthusiasm. They 
have learned to handle tools and gained some knowledge of the internals 
of automobile machinery. Incidentally the Mission Ford was given a 
new lease of life, and the electric light plant began to justify its existence.

One of the boys is being trained to be the chauffeur of a car on which 
a  post-mortem examination was held, a car of antiquity belonging to a* 
neighbor, the Rajah of Lalgarh. The Rajah asked the Superintendent of 
the Industrial Work to furnish him with a Christian chauffeur as the Hindu 
drivers would not stay long enough and when they left they always took as 
souvenirs the most valuable accessories easily carried—such as magnetos, 
starters, etc.

Mr. Raymond however, soon found it impracticable to carry on this 
work without a medium of communication, and upon the departure of Mr. 
and Mrs. Long on furlough, they are to occupy the Midnapore bungalow 
and give themselves to language study. Of necessity the further develop
ment of the Bhimpore Industrial work will be suspended until their return.

CONTAI.
Mr. Howard writes that the year at Contai has been marked by 

excellent attendance at church services. A Bengali song-service, followed 
by one in English, has been held on the verandah Sunday evenings. A  
number of times all the English officials have attended, as well as many 
Hindus and Mohammedans. Numbers of inquirers have come from 
surrounding villages. From one village over 16 miles away, a delegation 
of eighteen young men came to hear more of Jesus. There is a general 
spirit of receptiveness to the gospel. Saturday evenings the church

13



has been packed with those who wanted to see the stereopticon pictures 
of our Lord's life. These services have materially increased the attend
ance at Sunday worship. A  large number of Hindu children have re
ceived systematic instruction in the gospel by our preachers who teach 
in .their village schools.

About 2,000 patients were treated in the Mission Dispensary, each 
receiving a gospel message. The people believe in the mission medicine 
coming as far as 36 miles to obtain it. We want them to believe just as 
strongly in the Great Physician.

The work of the four out-stations has been marked by very per
sistent activity of the Devil. But the Christians have endured the perse
cution well. In fact where the persecution is severest, there are the most 
inquirers. Many are saying that they will become Christians. We need 
an out-pouring of the Spirit, then a great harvest is assured.

The churches have done better in the matter of self-support than 
ever before. During the year, 27 have followed Christ in baptism. With 
your faithful prayers we can be mighty harvesters for Him. Can not we 
depend on you '■

HATIGARH.
Our new Indian missionary in his first annual report reviews the 

situation at Hatigarh or Santipore, as it is generally known. He men
tions the difficulties of the land situation, explaining the position of the 
Mission as a tenure holder to the extent of three-hundred acres of irrigated 
land. It is interesting to note that in this village of nearly four hundred 
people, 72% are Christians, 1 19  being church members, the rest all 
Santals. The proportion of young people—50 young men and women, 
112  boys and girls—augurs well for the future of thé community. The 
church is independent, has a Sunday School, boy’s C.E'., and girl’s C .E., 
with enrolments of n o , 15, and 30 respectively.

There are two Upper Primary Schools-r-Boys and Girls—and two 
kindergartens with a total of 87 pupils. There has been an Industrial 
School but. the grants of both Mission and Gov’t have been stopped and
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it is in a bad condition. Mr. Mohapatra says tliat the school is a neces
sity and earnestly draws the attention of Conference to it.

The evangelistic work is going on well, in spite of the loss by deathr 
of two preachers. In conclusion, Mr. Mohapatra says, “  I am still doubt
ful if I be successful in my mission, being conscious of the fact that so 
many able missionaries failed in their attempt to settle the Hatigarh 
affairs. Of course, I came to Hatigarh with heavy heart but to my 
constant prayer our dear Heavenly Father blessed me so much that I 
have been partially successful. I still rely on His power and hope that 
Hatigarh affairs may be settled once for all in the near future.”

JELLASORE.
Miss Emily Barnes, the lone worker fit Jellasore, writes ‘ ’ The 

year 1922 began with almost a week of special meetings with our good 
brother Natabar Singh in charge and the work was greatly blessed. 
Most of January and February was npent in Evangelistic work. The 
workers and I camped in six different places and we used the magic 
lantern a great deal and found it as usual a great help. Our dear young 
pastor, Benjamin Das, especially enjoyed using it and agreed that it was 
one of the best ways of presenting the life of C hrist. W’e little thought 
that it would be his last cold season in the work he loved. It brought 
great sadness to us all when he died in Santipore in June, for we feel the 
need so much of young men of his spirit. We visited the villages and 
markets with the Bible women and sold Christian literature when we 
could.

“  The Bible women 's work goes on regularly in and around Jellasore, 
I would be glad if more of the year could be spent in distant villages. 
Our Hindu neighbours in Jellasore are very friendly and come to us when 
they are in trouble or in sickncss, and there is no one else to go to who 
will help. There may be secret believers but none have openly confessed 
Christ.

“  We had special meetings again for two weeks before Easter and 
Mr. Hartley’s coming with Natabar Babu did great good, in bringing us
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inearer to God, and also in settling up some very unpleasant matters of 
long standing in the church, which could only have been done with out
side help

“ On Easter Sunday three were baptised, two orphan girls of Hindu 
•parentage, born in Jellasore but who had been ours for a long time, and a 
y'oung man of Christian parents visiting here with his uncle.

“  Our Christian community is small, day and Sunday-school also, 
we have a Hindu girl’s school three miles away which is visited regularly 
where we teach sewing, and Bible stories, especially Sunday-school 
lessons. W e have about 40 church members, some of them non-resident. 
W e also have a Christian Endeavour Society which does some good work. 
At Christmas time they prepared without help and gave nicely a drama 
of the birth of Christ, and the death of Herod. The Indian people love 
to act out stories.

“ Jellasore has been popular this year for gatherings First of al!, 
the girls of the Sinclair Orphanage who had no place to spend their 
vacation, came in two parties and enjoyed the fruit, the river, and the big 
compound. Then in September came our Balasore Quarterly Meeting, 
and in October the biggest gathering of all, our first Women’s Conference 
attended only by women. Nearly all our stations were represented and 
about 1 15  women attended. Our house and church were fully occupied 
day and night. We know that God’s spirit was with us as we prayed and 
considered the genera! theme, “ Advance Steps for Women.”  Wre had 
-two Indian sisters especially to speak, Mrs. Shome of Midnapore, and 
Mis? Nirmola Nayak, the latter one of our Balasore girls, lately returned 
from Oxford, England, where she received a degree. We are convinced 
that when our Indian Christian women get enough enthusiasm added to 
their education and great love f o r  our Master and Lord, much more will 
be accomplished for His Kingdom in India.

“  We who are next neighbours to Dantan, 13 miles away, are very 
glad that the land for a Mission compound has been entirely paid for this 
year. But we are anxious to see some building, and regular Mission 
work established there. It is a  much larger place than Jellasore.

“ Will the friends who read this remember both Jellasore and 
-Oantan in their prayers for India ? ”
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JAMSHEDPUR.
By the time we reached Jamshedpur the report was out that the 

Baptist Mission had abandoned its project and its house was for sale. 
With no one in Jamshedpur for three months the enterprise did seem like 
an abandoned one. There was an atmosphere of uncertainty about the 
work. People did not know whether the order was “ Retreat”  or 
“ Advance.”  The rumor of abandonment was checked when the report 
began to be spread that a new man had actually come, and was completely 
silenced when the word went out that his wife and two children had arrived. 
No man could bring his family unless he had come to stay,”  thus runs the 
report of Rev. Z. D. Brown.

M aterial Progress— “ In spite of the delays of contractors, the 
bungalow has been completed. The friends of our work have been very 
kind and generous, friends won by the zeal, energy, and effort of our 
predecessor, Mr. Conrad. Mr. John Rawlings of Pittsburg, gave the 
material and built with his own labor outside of work hours, two artistic 
fireplaces, which are needed in the winter months. Our door-yard, a  
wilderness of No-man’s-Land, has begun to blossom as the rose. Several 
friends sent plants and shrubs, three men gave all the trees, plants and 
flowers in their whole compounds, worth Rupees 300.

“ The Indian pastor’s house was completed in September. The 
writer stands ready to give to Udoi Babu who supervised the work, the 
credit for all the good points. At first the coolies, masons, cartmen— 
ever3rone looked upon Udoi Babu with caution. He had to pay money 
down to get them to do any work or to secure materials. That suspicion 
has been removed and now he is recognised and trusted as other con
tractors are. (Udoi Babu was previously a trusted Mission servant in 
Midnapore where he had charge of buildings, repairs, etc. )

“ Mr. Eller, the Mission builder, is drawing plans for the church 
building and the bricks have been hauled to the site. The original plan 
was to build the first church building for the Indians, but the Indian people 
themselves asked that the first one be erected on the North Town site near 
the Missionary’s residence. So for the present, the plan is to build one 
church building for Indians and Europeans on the North Town property.n
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The Indian Church,— “  Services have been held in Jamshedpur 
since 1918. In April of this year, the Committee appointed by the 
Quarterly Meeting visited Jamshedpur and the Church was quietly 
organized with a charter membership of 63, recognised by the members 
of the Quarterly meeting.

“  During the year the church has given Rs. 225/- toward the pastor’s 
salary, and Rs. 60/- to Home Missions. This year it plans to pay Rs. 360 
to the pastor’s salary. But these figures do not tell the truth about the 
.finances. A justifiable spirit of distrust prevailed among the people. 
Men had gone out as collectors and the people had given money but the 
-collectors had used some of the money for themselves. Naturally the 
people were distrustful of every effort to raise funds.

“  The highest paid member of the church, a most trustworthy man, 
has been made Treasurer. He has put the church finances 011 a business 
basis and has removed all grounds for distrust. The spirit of suspicion is 
•dying out and the people are beginning to make a more liberal and 
generous response. The biggest financial achievement has been the restor
ation of confidence in the church and its leaders.

“  Four have been baptised from Hinduism and three from Christian 
families. One of the latter is the pastor’s son, who is now studying in 
Serampore College. He will most probably enter the ministry and walk 
in his father’s footsteps.

“ One service is being held in the bungalow at 3 p.m., on Sunday. 
'Before the church was organised, two services for Oriyas and one for 
Telugus were being conducted. The Oriyas and Telugus were friendly 
tout not inclined to come together for services. Shortly after the organi
zation, they came together for a baptismal service. They sang in Oriya 
and Telugu, read the scriptures in Telugu and Hindustani, gave the hand 
of fellowship in Bengali, and had a sermon in Hindustani. This was the 
beginning of conducting one service for all. Now one can hear the Telugus 
liumming the tune of an Oriya song, and the Oriyas humming a Telugu 
tune. The Telugus say that they do not want a Telugu pastor but Amrite 
Babu, the present pastor, who is a Bengali.

“  To promote a spirit of friendship and to strengthen confidence 
,in the Church, a volunteer committee of two Oriyas, two Telugus, and one
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Bengali, visited all the Christian homes,—a spirit of friendship and unity 
in action. Udoi Babu, who went with this committee said “ I am learning 
some very great lessons ; I have never seen anything like this before in my 
life.”  They are united by more than a  formal organization ; it is a spirit 
of Christian brotherhood.

“ At first the young men were conspicuous by their absence from 
church service. They have now organized a Y . M. C. A., and have two 
Bible classes a week. They have revived their interest in the church and 
attend more regularly. Their effort to unite themselves in an organization 
is an appeal for a hostel. It would have gone a long way in helping to 
protect some of the young men who have gone into sin.

“  Amrite Babu, our Indian pastor, is entitled to great credit as a 
tireless worker who has shown rare tact and Christian grace. He has 
faced hardships and has bridged over the barrier of languages, which is a 
great achievement. He has the confidence and love of the people."

The English  Church. “ Since June, an English service has been 
held every Sunday evening. The spirit is good and the attendance is 
becoming more stable. The congregation has elected an advisory 
committee of five to help in the work of the church. A subscription book 
was started and in the first month 13  families gave Rs. 202/-. New 
families are coming every month.

Since the first Sunday in Ju ly  a Sunday-School has been held in 
the Mission house. Previously it was conducted by Mrs. Cox of Canada 
in her own home. She has been most faithful and is still a mainstay in 
our work for girls and boys. The Sunday-School has a very regular group 
and it is paying Rs. 7/- a month to keep two Burmese girls in school at 
Bassein and Rs. 6/- a month to keep a Santal boy in school at Bhimpore. 
We are profoundly grateful for the faithful folks.

The Future. “ Every engineer I have met, says. “ Jamshedpur is 
and will continue to be the largest steel center in India.”  According to 
latest reports, there are 900 Americans, 450 Anglo-Indians, and 87,000 
Indians in Jamshedpur. And it continues to grow. No one can foretell 
what the future of this large industrial center will be.

“  If need spells opportunity and obligation, there is plenty of both.
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When the ceaseless hum of the mill says, “  work, work, work ! "  the voice 
of the prophet must cry out, u Men, men, men ! ”  Most of the foreigners 
will frankly say that they are here to make all the money they cnn as 
quickly as they can. In this subtle determined struggle for money, there 
must be a finger to point men to the skies lest their hearts become as 
hardened as the materials amid which they work.

“ Though the task is hard, though results tarry, and rewards are 
small, denial of our obligations will never remove the need. We must 
minister to our Christians,—the Telugus from South India, the Oriyas 
from Cuttack and Balasore, the Americans and the Englishmen from our 
Home lands. They must have a mask of religious worship or their souls 
will be gassed in this atmosphere of indifference and irresponsibility, of 
pagan conceptions, of morality and duty, of criticism and compromise. 
We must go forward and conquer the enemy that is poisoning the air.”

 :o:------

MIDNAPORE.
Miss Ruth Daniels reports “  During the year I have had charge of 

the Middle English Girls’ School, and six Lower Primary Schools. Our 
M. E. School has about 45 pupils, of which 8 are Hindus,—more than 
usual. The Head-mistress resigned in June, and since then, for the want 
of any uther, the Secretary herself has substituted. This may have bene- 
fitted the classes in English but otherwise the school has suffered. The 
second teacher has taken most of the responsibility, and others on the staff 
have been most faithful. We have a splendid spirit of prayer and co
operation. A  school conveyance has brought pupils from different parts 
of the town and we have promises of more.

“ Two Indian members chosen by the patrons were added to the 
school committee, making four Indian men on the committee. They have 
shown great interest, and are standing back of the school in an encourag
ing and helpful way. Whether I am deceived because of my hopes and 
desires, or not, I surely feel a real atmosphere of support and co-operation 
among the patrons of the school.
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“ Of the six L . P. schools, one is a village boys* school, and another 
a boys’ school on the edge of the town. The other four are girls’ schools 
which are doing good work. The Inspectress on her last visit, wrote a 
very favorable criticism, declaring that the present grant is entirely too 
small.

“ All of our teachers are Christian women and most of them are 
young women of deep sincerity in their consecration and regard their task 
not just as a secular post but as an opportunity for serving their Master.

“  My personal experiences with individuals—pupils, teachers, men 
and women of the church, and Hindus— in which they open their hearts 
in confidence, or as we prayed together, are things which cannot be 
reported, but which stick in the memory.”

Rev. H. C. Long writes, “  During the first three months of the cold 
season though prevented from spending much time in mofussil, by Con
ference, Christmas preparations, week of prayer, and illness, we did have 
opportunity to give lantern lectures of an evangelistic nature in Midnapore. 
“  Our tour in February was the most satisfactory of our term. There 
were in the party five preachers, three Bible women, three of us and 
servants. The motor car was a great help ; in fact, except for that Mrs. 
Long could not have gone, and in that case also the Bible women could 
not have accompanied the party. We camped in four towns and the 
preachers and I made a side trip with the car. The total population of 
the towns visited is over 27,000. The Gandhi—ites made considerable 
noise but gave no trouble, except at Ghatal, where they tried to break up 
the lecture. But the Lord was with us and brought us aid from the 
highest to the lowest ranks of society. The sweepers expelled the noisj' 
ones, and the high caste people promised that it would not occur again. 
Our lantern lectures were well attended. Several times from three to five 
hundred were in the audience.

“  It is a matter of great regret that we cannot put a preacher in 
Ghatal. The people are very ignorant of Christianity. The presence of 
a  Christian Bengali Sub-divisional Officer, a girls’ school with a Christian 
teacher, as well as the receptive attitude of many of the people offer what 
I believe is an exceptional opportunity. Shortage of funds handicaps us.
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“  For the remainder of the year, my chief work has been the ftible 
School. Four new students increased our number to twelve, half of whom 
were in the senior class, and upon whom I spent the most time, principally 
in giving them the life of Paul. They also studied New Testament 
Interpretation, Pastoral theology, Homiletics, and a course in the R e
formation and Modern Missions. It was my hope that in the last course 
the students would come to a better appreciation of what is being done to 
preach the Gospel in the earth, and of the present extent of the Kingdom 
of our Lord. These six students did good work, and received their 
graduation diplomas. It was a real joy to teach them ; and I have great 
hopes for their future service in the Master’s Kingdom.

“ The church situation at Midnapore is still depressing, although 
somewhat improved. The leaders of the disturbances of previous years 
have been quiescent and are very seldom seen at any church service. No 
letters of delegates were sent to the Quarterly Meeting, and no invitation 

‘ extended to meet in Midnapore but there is a body of earnest Christians 
in Midnapore, as is shown that they have raised a larger amount than 
an}' other church for Home Missions, Rs. 108-0-0. The pastor’s salary 
was also increased. He has taken a real interest in his work and is 
giving faithful service.

“  I have talked personally of divine things with young men who 
have comc to me. One educated young Hindu of good family, has 
professed a belief in Christ, saying when persecuted by relatives, “  He 
is m y Saviour, I will never leave Him.” I am waiting for him to take 
this public step. (He was baptised in February, 1923—Ed.) Pray for 
him and for others that they may glorify our Lord by a public confession 
of His Holy Nam e.”

SALGODIA.
Mr. George Ager, in charge of this station writes, “  In pausing to 

look back we are thankful to see much progress and improvement in the 
» work and in the people. We rejoice and say with gratitude, “  Hitherto 

the Lord hath helped us.”  The members of the church are trying to
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live Godly and sober lives and are striving to please and serve our Master 
to the best of their ability.

“  It was a  pleasure to have been able to visit some villages border
ing on the Mayurbhunj State during the cold season. Two Santals are 
wanting to be baptised; we hope and pray that more may soon follow 
their example.

"  The special meetings held here in March by Bros. Hartley and 
Natabar Singh, and the womens’ Conference held in Jellasore in October 
have been a great blessing and uplift to all. W e are giving our tithes to 
the Lord and have proved that He will not go back on His promises. 
We are praying that He will help i s to build a house of worship this year 
as the existing one does not afford room for Sunday-School classes or for 
special occasions.

“  Our Sunday-School is in splendid condition with over 100 scholars 
and 8 teachers. The Young Men’s C. E. work is carried on with more 
zeal and earnestness than before. Our church has sent three young men 
to the Bible School. One who finished his course a few years ago is an 
earnest worker and is liked by all. Another has just joined.

“ W e hope that before long this church will be self-supporting. We 
have cast all our care upon the Lord and have proved that He cares for 
us and have found Him more than sufficient.”
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