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O c t . 5, 1801. W E  are informed the flood has 
been fo great, that vaft multitudes are periihing. At 
Moorihedebad, one gentleman, with his indigo boats, is 
faid to have faved the lives of a thoufand perfons, who had 
afcended the tops of their huts. Ram Boihoo alfo gives us 
a fad account of the overflowing of the river where his 
family lives. He is fending a fupply of rice and oil to 
them. They live in an open boat j the houfe and every 
thing being fwept away. Thoufands are in this ftate, 
and in danger of being loft.

Oft. 12. This morning we paid between 6 and 7,000 
rtipees, being the firft payment in part of the io,ooo„ for 
the houfe which we lately purchafed.*— Afterwards I  
went on the river with M r. Short, for the benefit of his 
health. Kriftno, in a little boat, accompanied me, in 
hopes that we might itinerate among the villages on ihore. 
The firft place we ftopped at was Ghyretty. On enter
ing the market-place, I began by afking fome queftions s 
and in a ihort time we colle&ed about a hundred people. 
I explained the way of falvation: Kriftno confirmed the 

* See No. IX, p. 186.
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word, and explained more, anfwerlng a number of ques
tions. They eagerly took about a hundred fmall trails, 
and fingle hymns. After tea, as the budgerow had ap
proached another village, I could not help going out again, 
though it was dark, as Mr. Short intended to fet off early 
in the morning. The people feemed furprifed to fee us 
at night: fuch words from an Engliihnian, who feemed 
anxious to give away certain papers, and at night too! 
A ll this furprifed them. After a little hefitation, one 
man took a paper; afterwards others took fome j then 
more came running up. Having diftributed about fifty, 
we returned to the boat. I was much pleafed ; and Kriftno 
rejoiced in his work. He appeared to be a little embar- 
raffed at firft, but got boldnefs afterwards. The natives 
thought him to be my fervant, and that he was paid to 
tell them about Jefus Chrift.

Oct. 13. W e arrived this morning at Chanderna- 
gore, a place lately belonging to the French. W e went 
out early. I began with one man : others came up, till 
we had a good congregation. Kriftno and I talked alter
nately, and anfwered a number of queftions. At length I 
offered them books : but nobody would receive them. W e 
were going to retire: but Kriftno being a little behind, 
they eagerly took them of him ; fo that in a fhort time 
we had fcarcely one left. Several followed us to the 
boat: and after I was gone into the budgerow, they went 
to Kriftno in his little boat. The news became more 
circulated throughout the town; and during the whole 
of our breakfaft-time, people flocked to him for books. 
One man begged hard for Kriftno’s teftament: he aiked 
leave to give it, and I confented. One man, after hear
ing the word, came and made his proftration to m e: I 
raifed him up, and told him that I was his brother. W e 
fent for more books to Serampore. Arriving at Chin- 
furrah about noon, we went into the town after dinner. 
W e firft met with two rich fat brahmans; who, having 
heard of Chritt, did not like us, pretending they could



not read, &c. On going forward, we collc&ed a good 
congregation ; and after hearing our difcourfe, they eagerly 
took many papers and traits. We then went into the 
bazar (market.) Here a very large mob aflembled while 
I  was fpeaking, and fo prefled upon us for papers, that I 
knew not what to do. Afterwards we entered the great 
bazar, where I fat down, and converfed with a brahman 
fome time, the people colle&ing around us. He was a 
moft vile fellow: he denied that he had any fin, though 
he acknowledged he was a liar, an adulterer, See. He 
alleged that he could not fell a rupee’s worth of things 
without lying; and if he became holy, as I talked, 
tc How was his belly-bufmefs to go forward?” I ap
pealed to the people, and expofed his wickednefs. It 
getting dark, after diftributing fome papers, we~returned.

OR. 14. Leaving our boats, we walked towards 
Hoogley. At Pretapore we talked, and diftributed many 
papers. At Gongagovinfmg alfo we talked, anfwered 
queftions, prayed, and gave away papers. At length we 
came to Hoogley. The boat not arriving, I began to be 
fatigued; but the man having brought the papers from 
Serampore. I went and fat down upon them under a ihed 
near the river. Very many people came for papers, and 
heard the word. They feemed to hear gladly :• fome women 
alfo came near enough to hear. Kriftno talked well, and 
feemed much pleafed with this people. He thought their 
minds were in a good ftate for receiving the gofpel. In 
the evening, at Chinfurrah, he was fo ihocked at the 
wickednefs of the brahmans, that he could not open his 
mouth. At two or three of thefe places whole ftreets 
appeared to be moved, crowding for papers.

0£f. 15. This morning I went out, and walked 
by the fide of the river. I iaw fome brahmans buying 
buffaloes to facrifice to Doorgha. The people aiked 
five rupees a-piece for them. I reafoned with them, and 
told them of our Saviour. I talked with a few others
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before two idol temples, in one of which was Jaggernaut, 
(the lord of the world) and a large figure of a monkey: 
they were both god? ! Kriftno, on the other fide of the 
river, talked, and gave away a few papers. After enter
ing the nulla (brook) which leads into the Jubuna river, 
we flopped to breakfaft at Mulliabaug. On entering the 
market-place, and colleiting the people, I was fent for by 
the magiftrate. I went, and found a young muffulman 
fitting in the porch of his houfe. He was polite. I told 
him my errand, read to him part of brother Pearce’s 
addrefs to the Lafcars, and- prefented him with a copy, 
Kriftno alfo explained : and after the young man had ex« 
plained to his father, who came in, I took leave. The 
crowd, having waited at the door, followed me into the 
market-place. Here I again made known the love of God 
in Chrift, and protefted againft idolatry. Some of the 
people took books, and fpoke favourably of the good 
news. While I was talking, the magiftrate fent to beg 
the Bengalee Teftament; and I fent him my own. Multi
tudes came to the river-fide, and obtained papers of 
Kriftno.

Oci. 16. Entered a village called Byape. Near 
forty people afiembled, to whom we explained the word 
of life. They heard pretty well : but fear, or fomething 
eife, prevented their taking any papers. One or two who 
had taken papers, returned them; and the children, tq 
whom we gave afterwards by the water-fide, came back 
with them. At length, however, many came to Kriftno, 
and accepted of papers. About noon we arrived at Ber- 
rye, where we made known the word of the Lord to ? 
few people, who alfo accepted of papers at the hand of 
Kriftno. One good-tempered old man brought me a preT 
fent of four cocoa-nuts, and faid, with tears in his eyes, 
it was all he could afford to give me. On our way after-r 
wards we gave to people by the fide of the nulla, to carry 
to the villages,
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Oft. 17. Arriving at Dharfa, we found the people 
at the image of Doorgha; fome aileep on .the ground, after 
their midnight orgies, and fome preparing for freih fuper- 
flitions. W e delivered our meilage, and diftributed many 
papers. The people heard decently. W e afterwards 
made known the gofpel at Bailee, and fent papers on the 
■way to Gokolpoor and Srenagor. About noon we came 
to Madapoor. Here alfo the people were afiembled at the 
worihip of Doorgha. A carpet was brought for me to fit 
upon, and the gooroo was fent for. The people were 
placed under an awning before the temple ; the gooroo fat 
on the fteps above ; I on the fteps below, and Kriftno fat 
on a coarfer mat by my fide. The women flood in the 
infide of the temple. Here I aiked the gooroo what fruit 
he expe&ed from this worihip ? He faid that in the kal- 
Jee yog all was evil. I then preached to them the gofpel j 
Kriftno followed j and we gave away many trails.

Oft. 18. Before breakfaft we went to fome fifher- 
men, and fent papers to a village or two in the neighbour
hood. Afterwards we faw two boats full of people, 
whofe houfes had been deftroyed by the flood, feeking a 
dry place on which to pitch their tents. W e gave them 
fome papers to take with them wherever they might fettle. 
W e paired a great many fmall villages, to which we could 
not go, and the ruins of many more which had been car
ried away by the flood. About noon we came to Gova- 
danga, where was a fmall bazar, and many people. I 
went, and flood on the temple fteps, and collected a great 
crowd around me. I fpake the word for a ihort time, 
and we then began to give away books ; but here was a 
perfeft tumult. Such a fcramble for books I never faw: 
the very women came up, and entreated us for books. 
Again and again I went to the boat for more books, till 
at laft I was obliged to tell Kriftno to give no more, 
left we ihould have none for other places. However, 
they followed us into the water for them. One brahman 
Wanted to fsnd two perfons with me to be taught'. In
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paffing on from this place, my heart was pained with fee
ing village on village in deiolation. The poor inhabi
tants, fome in boats, fome iheltering themfelves under 
parts of the roofs of their houfes, which they had faved 
from the flood. They fend to Calcutta for rice, and all 
are bufily employed in catching fiih for their fuftenance. 
Many of the cattle are drowned.

OR. 19. This morning before I was up, Kriftno 
had fent books to two villages, and given to another. As 
I  was riiing i  faw a number of people on the water-ilde, 
to whom he had been talking and giving books. Pro
ceeding farther, we called at a village, made known the 
good news, and diftributed a quantity of, papers. Still as 
we went on, all was ruin and defolation! About noon 
we came to Porrah, went into the bazar, delivered the 
word, and diftributed papers. On our return to the boat, 
I  found the gemedar, and other brahmans with Mr. Short, 
whom they knew. I preached Chrift to them. Numbers 
o f people came from the town for papers, to whom 
Kriftno further explained the word. At night we landed 
at Beliiah, near Noyatto, where Mr. Short formerly had 
an indigo fa£fcory. Here all is under water.

OR. 20. After breakfaft, Kriftno and I went into 
the bazar, and foon gathered a large and attentive con
gregation : there were many muffulmans, and but few 
brahmans. The people feemed anxious to get papers. 
W e gave many away, and feveral came running into the 
water for more.

OR. 21. In the afternoon we went to a village of 
muflulmans, called Milky. After I had been talking fome 
time, a great man, named Cajee Baflet Mahomet, at
tempted to ihew me why God could pardon fin without 
a facrifice j and quoted fomething from the Koran, in 
which God is reprefented as promifing Mahomet to par
don fin for his daughter’s fake. I now thought it ne- 
ceflary to expofe the chara&et of Mahomet, in order to 
prove that he could not be a true prophet, He acknow-



l*dged that Mahomet put people to death becaufe they 
would not be muffulmans, and offered an apology for it. 
The man became exceedingly vociferous, and threatened 
to fay fomething bad about Jefus Chrift. I told him 
that fo far was Chrift from killing men, that he died in 
order that they might live: but that as to his prophet, 
Mahomet, he was a very great finner, a murderer, and 
an adulterer. He was now in a rage: and I believe it 
was well that he had not a weapon in his hand. I affured 
him however, that he could not frighten me with his 
fury; that I had only fpoken the truth, and that at any 
rate his paffion muft be frnful. Kriftno attempted to talk 
to him; but he treated him with the utmoft contempt. 
At length Kriftno reminded me once or twice that it 
was getting dark: fo we returned without diftributing 
any papers.

Ocl. 23.  This afternoon we went down to D a y -  

HATTA. In our way I faw at JJhinabad, the place where 
brother Carey firft thought of fettling.* At Dayhatta I  
faw the ghaut where he put to, by the fide of Mr. 
Short’s bungaloe, when, like the Father of the faithful, 
he went forth, not knowing whither he went. When 
we arrived at Dayhatta, Mr. Bernard, who accompanied
us, went to fee a Mr. B e, a European, who was
very ill at that place. He preffingly fent for me, be
ing much afraid of death. I went to him, and talked of 
the neceflity of repentance, faith in Chrift, and the grace 
o f God.

Ofi. 24. W e colle&ed a good congregation in the 
bazar, who heard attentively, and I fpoke with more 
than ufual liberty. Kriftno followed; and we began to 
give away books: but the eagernefs of the people ex
ceeded all bounds, fo that I was preffed on every fide, 
and obliged to retire to the boat. At length they fur- 
rounded the boat, foliciting for books, till I found it im- 
poifible to fupply all they wanted, and was obliged to 

•  Ptr. AtC, Vol. I. 168.
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fend nearly half of them away without any* Kriftno 
afterward/explained the way of life to many of them, 
and gave away papers. I have reflected with pleafure 
fince, that this was the very fpot where brother Garey 
let his foot ori ihore, and from whence he looked out for 
a place to begin the work of God.— After breakfaft I 
went again to %  Mr. B — e, arid took him fome me
dicines from Mr. Short. Their cafe is truly affecting :
Mr. B  e is raving with the fever, Mrs. B e is»
alfo very poorly, and not a foul about her, except natives. 
I f  he ihould die, there is fcarcely any other refource for 
her but to bury him with her own hands, as no Hindoo 
or Mufiulman will touch him !

Oêï. 25. Mr. B. is rather better. W e left Day- 
hatta, and in the evening put to at Muckterpoor, at the 
immediate entrance of the Sunderbunds. This has been an 
uncomfortable fabbath. The rain and other circumftances 
prevented my going amongft the natives, and my whole 
day has been pafTed iii the company of an infidel, or of 
thofe who love not God.

Oct. 28. This afternoon Kriftno accompanied me 
to fee the great Ralle, at Kalle Ghaut. This image is 
like thé great goddefs Diana, whom all the world worihip. 
Offerings of goats, &c. are continually made to her, and 
here is a very large trade for the brahmans. Human 
viéfims were formerly immolated to this debtah. ^fter 
looking at the idol for fome time, I enquired who ob
tained the offerings ? They fsid, the poor people. T h e  
brahmans informed me that many Errglifhmen made offer
ings of rupees, and that even one of the former Gover
nors ufed to go every funday to Worihip her, and that 
the Engliih now gave fixty rupees a-year to this idol !
1 told him that we were come to India on a very dif
ferent errand, and immediately preached to them thp
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- -Oct. 29. I left the budgetow this morning,. .and 
toent on the fmall boat to Kriftno. We arrived at 
Serampore about ten o’clock, and found the family well : 
but we now heard the melancholy news of the death of 
Mr. Thomas, which took place at Dinagepour on the 
13th inftant.^

Nov. 1. Joymooni and Unna having been on a 
vifit to Chandernagore, to fee three of Kriftno’s fitters, 

„they returned this day, and were in time to attend the 
Lord’s fupper with us. They give a favourable account 
of two of them, who promife to come foon to Serampore 
to hear more of the gofpel. Joymooni and Unna made 
known the word of life to many other women at Chan
dernagore.

Nov. 8. (Lord’s-day.) Brother Carey preached an 
excellent fermon on occafion of the death of brother 
Thomas, from John xxi. 19. This fpake hê  fignifying by 
what death he Jhould glorify God. Captain Wickes, Mr, 
Powell, and Mr. Rolt were with us. Out-of-door fer- 
vices as ufual. Felix preached in the evening to the 
fervants; after which we had a farewell prayer-meeting, 
and the Captain took leave to enter on his voyage. 

Dear man ! How much was he affefted by this fcene of 
parting prayer!

Nev. 11. Mr. Powell took his leave for Dinage
pour. W e have invited Mrs. Thomas and her daughter 
to come and live with us. She replied, that ihe did not 
know yet where ihe ihould fettle. Some kind offers have 
been made to her from another quarter. W e can hear 
no favourable accounts of thofe natives who heard the 
gofpel at Mudnabatty, Moypaul, Dinagepour, Malda, &c.

Nov. 15. (Lord’s-day.) I preached in the evening 
in Bengalee. A  Dutch gentleman and lady from Chiri- 
iurrah, who underftand Bengalee, were with us. W e 
have had two or three people at our houfe lately, who 
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appear to be on the enquiry. They have been reading 
the fcriptures. People feem more encreafingly defirous 
of getting thè New Teftament. Brother Carey has lately 
been invited to the houfe of a Portuguefe catholic at 

•‘ Calcutta, who appears to be under concern for his foul.

Nov. 20. Felix has begun to read the Old Tefta
ment in Bengalee, at the place of worihip erefted by 
Kriftno.* This evening Felix, myfelf, and Kriftno went 
to a Hindoo poojah, or fair, where we cKftributed many 
papers. As we were retiring to our boat, I  was fent for 
by an Engliih police-officer, who had arrived from Cal
cutta with a number o f feapoys, to keep the peace, take- 
up thieves, &c. I went back to this man, and was 
interrogated by him, whether I had not been distributing' 
papers of an unknown meaning among the people. He 
aiked alfo whether I  had any licence from the govern
ment ? I told him of my conneitions, of our errand, 
and of Me. Carey’s appointment ; and allured him that 
the papers were entirely about Jefus Chrift, He refuied 
to let me go till he had heard the contents. He em
ployed a man who read very poorly. Another man faid 
there were bad things in them ; that we faid Chreeihna 
was a liar, Gonga a murderer, &c. I promifed to write 
my name on the papers ; and a pen and ink being pro
cured, Ifigned them accordingly. After this the officer 
releafed us, .declaring he ihould fend the papers to the 
police-office immediately ! W e parted peaceably ■, but it 
was late before we got home.

Dse. 4. This evening brother Carey arrived late* 
from Calcutta. He had been detained in translating two 
pieces from the Bengalee, which had been diftributed 
fey us among the natives. It fee ms that thefe papers had 
been put into the hands of one of the judges, who talked 
o f bringing the bufinefs forward at one of the levees. 
A  gentlemaa of refpe&ability had faid, that he was pcr- 
fuaded they contained nothing but what was perfectly

• See No. ix. p. 185,
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innocent, but had Jent them to brother Carey to tranfcribe. 
He did ib, and returned them. The judge’s Bengalee 
fircfcr, when he carried the papers to his mailer, enquired 
whether the GornpHny had given orders for the natives 
to lofe caft, as thefe papers perfuaded people to do foi 
There is not a fentence in them, however, but what is 
infinitely removed from civil affairs.

Dec. 12. On wednefday morning, a Hindoo of the 
writer caft, named Petttmber S bingo, came to our houfe, 
having walked forty miles to hear the gofpel. He lives 
at Footepore, near Burrye, at the latter of which places 
he had met with one of our fmali tra&s, a tranflation of 
which I fent to Mr. Morris.* This paper, he faid, 
brought good news to his mind. He had, read many 
books, and travelled for falvation in vain. He could not 
find it among the brahmans, nor in the Hindoo fyftem: 
he had long left off idol-worihip, and had been difcarded 
by many ; but in the truths contained in this paper he had 
found the way of life. Kriftno was much pleafed with 
Petumber, and found him to be a man after his own heart. 
W e  hope to find in him a chriftian fchoolmafter, which 
we have long wanted. He went home this morning, to 
inftruil his family in the things of God, and promifes 
to return within fifteen days.— Brother Carey brings us 
word from Calcutta that there is no probability of our 
being interrupted in future in diftributing papers. He is 
alfo much encouraged by two or three Portuguese catho
lics there, who have heard the gofpel from his mouth. 
From feveral parts of Calcutta he hears of people’s atten
tion being excited by reading the papers which we have 
Scattered among them. Many begin to wonder that they 
never hekrd thefe things before, fince the Engliih have 
been fo long in the country.

Dec. 15. This evening Felix and I carried the 
news of falvation to Sookehor and Pennatee, two villages

* This paper appeared in the Biblical Magaxint for G&ober, p. 378.
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Svhich had not before heard the gofpel. At both they 
heard attentively, and took many books. One or two 
prcimifed to comfe to us for Teftaments. T w o or three 
could fpeak Engliih, and one man faid he had thought of 
coming to fee us for fome time. In returning we were 
obliged to ftop the boat twice, to give away more 
papers.

Dec. 19. Brother Marihman and I were at Chat- 
terah this week, when we difcourfed to the natives 
amidft contradi&ion and derifion. This evening Petum- 
ber returned, bringing his bed and other things with him. 
He left his friends comfortably, and hopes that many of 
them will follow him. He got his living formerly by 
reading the Bengalee books to a number of perfons who 
were like his difciples. Petumber wiihes to be baptifed, 
and to continue with us.

Dec. 20. Petumber ate and drank with us to-day. 
Felix read the Old Teftan&ent in Bengalee, morning and 
evening, at Kriftno’s place of worihip. It gave me plea- 
fure to obferve that our Hindoo brethren and fitters were 
much moved with the affecting hiftory of Jofeph and 
his brethren.

** Let all the heathen writers join 
i '  To form one perfefi book ;

Great God, if  once compar'd with thine,

How mean their writings look!”

Dec. 22. This afternoon Felix and I went to 
Kriftno’s, and he read the hiftory of Mofes and the 
plagues of Egypt. The hardnefs of Pharaoh's heart, and 
the mighty power of the living God, very much inter- 
cfted their attention: yet it is amafing to obferve what 
grofs and uncertain conje&ures the unenlightened natives 
form of God. Kriftno's neighbours are much fujprifed 
to fee a native of the writer caft (Petumber) go and cat 
with him; “  this is marvellous in their eyes.”  Perhaps 
it is the fir# inftance of the kind fince the foundation of 
zjie world, at leaft in thefe parts, This evening, for the
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firft time, Petumber joined our Bengalee prayer-meeting. 
His prayer was very ihort: he firft confefied that his 
fins were great— but that he had heard of Jefus Chrift; 
and now he prayed that faith in Chrift might be put 
into the hearts of the whole world. Kriftno, in pray
ing for brahmans, faid, “  Oh, Lord 1 I was a very very- 
great finnerj yet thou haft faved me: oh, fave brah
mans!” Meaning, that however vile brahmans were, 
there was hope for them, feeing God’s grace had reached 
him.— W e have fuftained a great lofs in the fall of the 
■banks of the river, oppofite the houfe we lately pur- 
chafed. T he natives triumph; telling us that Gonga, 
the river-goddefs, is angry with us, for infulting her fo 
much. The brahmans, as they pafs, give us an infult
ing fmile, at this imaginary triumph of their gods!

Dec. 25. Kriftno informs me that Petumber faid 
to him, “  From all I read and hear, I obferve that every 
thing meets in Chrift. And has he fuffercd fo much for 
my falvation; and {hall I fm againft him again? God 
forbid ! ”  Felix read to them the account of the deftruc- 
tion of the firft-born in Egypt, the paflage through the 
red fea, and the delivering of the law at Mount Sinai. 
I have great hopes of Kriftno’s wife’s brother, and of 
his wife.

Dec. 27. Another man, of the writer caft, called 
this morning, apparently under fame concern about the 
falvation of his foul. W e hope well of another man 
and his wife. Petumber and the Muflulman woman may 
be baptifed perhaps next Lord’s-day, when we think o f 
fetting apart an hour for united thanksgiving. Felix, 
Kriftno and I, hope to fet off this morning on a week’s 
itineracy.
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The MISSIONARIES fz> t%e m ttE T Y .

(An overland dispatch.)

V ery dcar ire tb ie n , Scrampart, D tc . j$ ,  18 or.

W e have repeatedly written to you fmce the com
mencement o f  the prefem year, to inform you of our 
fituation, and the ftate of the raiffion: bat we are apprre- 
benfive that iome -of thofe letters may ftill be on board 
the Georg iana Packet, which, though expedted to leavfc 
India eight or nine mewdhs paft, lias failed only within 
*his month.

Oar prefent coairfe of acHon is nearly as follows—  
W e  generally go into the ftreets in the evening, whenr 
w e converfe, difpute, diftribute papers, &c., as occafion 
ierves. Thefe papers chiefly confift of plain addrefles to 
the confciences o f finners. Some are diipofed to hear, 
and read j but the greateft number mock, defpife, or 
in&ilt. Sometimes one or another o f us itinerate to a 
little diftance. There are feveral circumjftances which 
have rather a promifmg afpe&: the various oppositions 
we meet with occafion much converfation about us, and 
the gofpel; by which means our defigns are better 
known : people become more enlightened; the oppofition 
to heathenifm is greatly encreafed; brahmans are forced 
to ran from the dtfpotes, or hear tireir fyffem expofed 
to contempt before the populace, who, till cow, have 
¿regarded them as gods. Many things fonnerly taken for 
granted are now difputcd, and even fooders learn to 
doabt. G cr Hindoo friends are often talking to others 
about the gofpel; and, as they have that accefs to their 
«eighbours which we can never expeft ourfelves, they 
frequently bring one or another under the found of the 
word. T w o  or three Portuguefe catholics at Calcutta 
are enquiring what they muft do to befaved; and we 
hope, by their means, that a door of accefs may be opened 
to that degraded people. W e have alfo difperfed feveral



thouiand' copies of four or five fmali tra&s which we have 
printed; and have often the pleafure of feeing fome of the 
natives reading them. Many copies of the New Tefta- 
ment have alfo been given away. The firft volume of 
the Old Teftament is nearly half printed ; viz. to the 
thirty-third chapter of Exodus.

In other refpedts the Lord has laid his hand upoo 
us very heavily. Befides the death of brethren Grant 
and Fountain, we have this year loft brethren Brunidon 
and Thomas. Brother Brunfdon died July 3, after a. 
painftd affliction of nine months, including fome ihort 
intervals of apparent amendment. He was buried in the 
Preiidency burial-ground at Calcutta. Brother Thomas 
died at the houfe of Mr. Fernandez at Dinegapore, O ft. 
r3, after about one month’s illnefs, occafioned by a cold 
which he caught on a journey from Saddamaht to that 
place, and which terminated ia a flux and fever. W e 
have been informed that he died very comfortably.

It is now necefiary that we mention fome of the 
dealings of God with us in providence, as it refpe&s 
outward fupplies. A t the beginning of the year we were 
reduced to the very laft mite, nor did we know where 
to look for relief. W e owed 4,000 rupees, which had 
been borrowed of a friend when we firft purchafed our 
houfe ; our family was large, conning of eighteen per- 
fons, befides our fcholars; the fchool our only income; 
and that could not be enlarged, for want of room— But 
at this time an opportunity offered of drawing on you, 
which though highly difadv,antageous to us we were 
obliged to accept, and accordingly negociated a draft for 
¿£1133. 6. Soon after that we drew again, to the.amount 
o f 2,600 rupees. This enabled us to, difcharge the debt, 
to provide foj* our necefimes, and to ere& an upper room. 
oyer our fehool*ho«ie..

Laft year fitter Marihman opened » (chool far young 

Mies* which miajh- encretfes, fi* that we have beesr 

wider the farther, neceflky of tofairging our iwituiatian.
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An excellent houfe, adjoining our own, was on falĉ . 
and we have purchafed it. The price was 10,000 ru
pees, all of which we have paid, excepting 1,800, 
which are to be paid in about four months. W e have 
made ourfelves Truitees for the Society, in the purchafe 
of this houfe, as we had done in the purchafe of the 
former. Unfortunately, a few days after we had made 
the purchafe, the river made a breach in the bank, which 
will coft us more than i,ooo rupees to repair.

The taking of Serampore by the Engliih, has pro
duced no alteration in our circumftances. W e have 
reafon to hope that our condu& has given Government 
fome confidence in us: we wiih that to be the cafe, at 
le&ft; for indeed it is a conftant rule with us to be 
fubjeit to the powers that bej not only for wrath, but 
alfo for confcience fake. At prefent we are all in health ; 
we live in love; and are, perhaps, as happy a family as 
any in the world. In our addreifes to the throne of 
grace, we often remember you with great affe£tion. 
Dear brethren, pray for u s! Let us continue to hope, 
that in due feafon we (hall reap, if we faint not! W e 
befeech you to fend us another raiflionary or two as fooa 
as convenient.

W e are your very affectionate brethren,

W m . C a r e y .

J o s h . M a r s h m a n .  

W m . W a r d .

Mr. CAREY to Mr. MORRIS.

Calcutta, Feb* 25, 180*. *

I, niy dear brother, have been preferved alive, though 
fb many of our brethren have been taken away; and have 
feen what they wifhed to fee, and earneftiy prayed for, 
but were not permitted to fee it. I have feen the grace 
Qf God ^richly#-di l̂aye4; towards the poor heathen, and 
¿iters, rivett$4, by iong iiuftom and implicit faith.; made



to fall off from thofe who have been long bound with them. 
Both Europeans and natives laughed at what they thought 
to be our enthufiaftic idea of breaking the bands of the Hin
doo Calls by preaching the gofpel. When Kriftno and 
Gokooi rejeited their caft, many wondered at it ; but the 
generality attempted to carry it off with a high hand ; and 
tauntingly aiked, Have any of the Brahmans or Caefto’s 
believed on him ? What great thing is it to have a carpen
ter and a diftiller reject their caft, &c. ?”  Lately however, 
the Lord has deprived them of that fmall confolation, and 
has given us one Caefto, who joined the church a little 
time fince. Laft week, two more of the fame caft, and one 
brahman came, and voluntarily rejected their caft, even 
without our propofmg it. The two Caefto’s came from 
the diftance of nearly forty miles. One of them had been 
at our houfe fome time before, and heard thè word. He 
went home, and told his family; viz. his mother, three 
fifters, and a brother; who fignified their willingnefs to 
unite with him in rejefting caft, and attending upon the 
gofpel, if he lhould be inclined to perfevere. He returned 
laft week, and brought his brother with him. They im
mediately went to Kriftno’s houfe, where they ate and 
drank with him, and afterwards with us. W e have had 
much converfation with the eldeft of them; and though I 
cannot fpeak decidedly of him, yet I hope the work of grace 
is begun. While they were at Kriftno’s, a brahman came, 
Who was faid to be on a pilgrimage to Banares. On the 
road he met with one of the little traits which we had cir
culated, and found, it feems, that falvation might be obtained 
nearer home. He came to Serampore, reje£ted his caft, 
and is determined to fit at the feet of-Jefus, and hear his 
words. He is a young man, of the name of Ramdban. 
T his perhaps is the firft inftancc upon record of a Brahman 
eating with a European. Another brahman is expected to 
rcjedt caft in a little time. He is forty years of age, of the 
higheft rank, or one of thoie called Kootin, and poiTeffes a
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very foperior underftartding. Even now he mightily corW 
vinces the brahmans, as well as others; and gives fome 
happy evidences that his heart is right with God. His 
name is Kemol. W e alfo hope well of another man, whofe 
name is Syam Dofs, and of two Portuguefe catholics. 
Many of them appear to be difiatisfied with the church of 
Rome; many more know nothing about it, and are fatis- 
fied with confeifing to a prieft, and receiving the facrament. 
T he great value they fet on confeffion, baptifm, and the 
Lord's fupper, obliges me to fpeak much with them about 
the ordinances of the gofpel.— There is a proteftant evan
gelical minifter who preaches in Portuguefe at Calcutta; 
but the dialeft of that language fpoken by the natives of 
Bengal, differs fo much from European Portuguefe, that I 
fear but few can underftand him.

I think there is fuch a fermentation raifed in Bengal 
by the little leaven, that there is hope of the whole 
lump by degrees being leavened. God is carrying on his 
work j and though it goes forward, yet no one can fay 
who is the inftrument. Doubtlefs, various means contri
bute towards i t ; but of late, the printing and difperfing of 
new teftaments and fmall trails feem to have the greateft 
effect.

March 4. Nine o’clock at night. I am juft return
ed from hearing a le&ure on chymiftry at the college, by 
D r. Dinwiddie; and now think of adding a little more 
to what I have already written.

I  was railed to town earlier than ufual this week, 
by a mefienger on monday evening, who informed me 
that M r. Short was at the point of death. I fet out at 
day-break on tueiday morning ; but he had been dead about 
lour hours when I arrived. I paid him every poifiblc 
attention while he lived, and afterwards faw him decently 
interred. His health was vii&ly on the declinc ever iince 
his arrival in this country.

Brother Mar&man has been very ill of a fever ; and 
has, I fear, injured his health by applying too intenfely to



the duties of his Nation. He is now nearly recovered, and 
is with me at Calcutta. He is a very a£tive and ufeful 
miilkmary.

Laft week we received the boxes, &c., which came 
by the Sarah Chriftiana. We are delighted with the rich 
intelligence which they contain: but we wonder much 
that our dear friends fend us fo few copies of ufeful works. 
A  dozen or more copies of the Evangelical, and Miffi- 
onary Magazines, and as many at leaft of the Periodical 
Accounts, and other religious periodical publications, 
would be fold here immediately; few we cannot poffibly 
keep a copy of any valuable work for ourfelves. Our 
number of religious enquirers, and confequently of readers, 
encreafes; and we therefore need a richer fupply.

Our courfe of a&ion of late is much altered, ' W e 
have neither time nor occafion to go out to preaqk  ̂fo 
much as formerly. Our printing-prefs now fendg^%ut 
miffionaries; viz. new tcllaments, pamphlets, & c .; and 
the people who come to us for inftru&ion are frequently 
as many as we can attend to. I have now appointed a 
regular time to inftrudfc the Portuguefe enquirers in this
city, at the houfe of a Mr. P , the death of whofe
wife has been mentioned in our former letters.* W e 
have alfo begun a weekly meeting for prayer, at the 
houfe of Mr. R , whofe heart the Lewd has opened.

The avowed fentiments of many here are deiftieal, 
and you may expeft their practices to correfpond. I 
allure you that in this you will not be difappointed. 
Every faihionable vice is openly practifed ; and from the 
profanenefs of multitudes you would be tempted to fup- 
pofe, that they received their education under a Hackney 
coachman, or a Wapping waterman. However, there 
are a few who figh and cry for the abominations of the 
land. May the God of all grace greatly encreafe their 
»umber!

*  Perbd. A . . .  No. viil. p. X2§.

H h  2
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Mar. 9. The brahman Ramdhan, who has rejected 
caft, went about ten days fince to fee his mother, who was 
faid to be dying. He is not yet returned; and we are un
der fome appreheniion that he is either confined by his 
friends, or that they have in fome way prevented his return
ing to us.— The caefto, Petumber, after vifiting his rela
tions, returned yefterday, and brought his father with him» 
T he old man had imagined, till this morning, that his fon 
was going to worihip Creefhnoo, inftead of Chrift. But 
when he faw the worihip of chriftians he was filled with 
rage, and carried away his fon this morning, uttering many 
ili and threatening words.- W ell, let them perfecute. I 
doubt not but thefe things will ifiue in the furtherance of 
the gofpel.

I conclude. Grace, mercy, and peace be with you! 
Prefent my love to all the minifters, and others who know 
me.

w. c.
 -->5*--

EXTRACTS of a Letter jrom Mr. POWELL.

Calcutta, Feb. 27, 1S02.

Mr. C a r e y ’ s appointment in the College in this city 
creates much employment for him: it is, however, another 
channel opened tor doing good. Every interval of leifure 
which his bufinefs allows, he employs in converfation with 
the natives, on the important topics of religion. While 
Mr. Fernandez and myielf were at breakfaft with him very 
lately, a refpe&able brahman came in for a bengalee new 
teiiament, and to talk with him about the gofpel. He un
derstood englifh, and faid he had read a great part of the 
bible ; but did not comprehend all it contained. He fpoke 
o f the excellency of chriftjanitv, and declared that he was 
fo convinced of its truth and importance, that he had even 
preached it to his own countrymen: but that, meeting with 
perfecution, he was difcouraged; and had defifted from an 
employment which expofed him to infult and reproach. 
M r. Carey urged the neceifity o f flying to Chrilt for par-
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¿on and peace with G od; affuring him that all his know
ledge of chriftianity, if only fpeculative, would be of no 
avail, but rather aggravate his mifery; admoniftiing him 
alfo to come forward nobly, and ihew himfeif on the Lord’s 
fide. He appeared much imprefied by what Mr. C. faid. 
Another brahman of the higheft cait is under very great 
concern for ialvation. He heartily defpifes Hindoo ifm* 
and addrefl'es his fellow brahmans in language which they 
know not how to eridure; telling them that they, on ac
count of the emoluments of idolatry, will be the lait to eiri- 
brace the gofpel; and when all other cafts are turned to 
God, they muft catch fiih for their living, which is very 
degrading to a brahman. This man has offered to be baptis
ed whenever the brethren lbali think proper to receive him. 
— Many of the natives have exprefied their aftoniihment at 
feeing the converted Hindoos fet and eat with Europeans. 
It is what they thought would never come to pafs. The 
priefts are much alarmed for their tottering fabric, and rack 
their inventions to prop it up. They do not like the infti- 
tution of the College in Calcutta, and that their facred fhaf- 
ters ihould be explored by the unhallowed eyes of Euro
peans.

j-  p.
 -------

Mr. CAREY to Mr. SUTCLIFF.

Calcutta,  March 17, 1803.

I  h a v e  been much aftoniihed lately at the malignity of 
fome of the infidel oppofers of the gofpel, to fee how ready 
they are to pick every flaw they can in the infpired writ
ings, and even to diftort the meaning, that they may 
make it appear inconfiftent j while thefe very perfons will 
labour to reconcile the grofleft contradi&ions in the writ
ings accounted facred by the Hindoos, and will ftoop to 
the meaneft artifices in order to apologize for the nume
rous glaring falfehoods, and horrid violations of all decency 
and decorum, which abound in almoft every page. Any 
thing, it feems, will do with thefe men, but the word of
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God. They ridicule the figurative language of fcripture, 
but will run allegory-mad in fupport of the moft worthlefs 

productions that ever were publiihed. I ihould think it 
time loft to tranflate any of them; and only a fenfe of duty 
excites, me to read them. An idea, however, of the ad
vantage which the friends of chriftianity may obtain by 
having thefe myfterious facred nothings (which have main
tained their celebrity fo long merely by being kept from 
the infpeCtion of any but interefted brahmans) expofed to 
view, has induced me, among other things, to write the 
Sangikrit Grammar, and to begin a Dictionary of that lan
guage. I fincerely pity the poor people, who are held by 
the chains of an implicit faith in the grofleft of lies; and 
can fcarcely help defpifing the wretched infidel who pleads 
in their favour, and trys to vindicate them. I have long 
wiihed to obtain a copy of the Fades;* and am now in 
hopes I fhall -be able to procure all that are extant. A  
brahman this morning offered to get them for me, for the 
lake of money. If I fucceed, I ihall be ftrongly tempted 
to publiih them with a tranilation, pro bono publico.

God is doing great things here, both among Euro
peans and natives, compared with any thing which we 
have before witnefled. Our friend Mr. C. publiihed a 
feries of letters in the Oriental Star, (a newfpaper) on the 
evidences of chriftianity. He is now reprinting them in 
the form of a pamphlet. Thefe letters contain one of 
the moft able defences of revealed religion. W e will 
endeavour to fend you a few copies when publiihed. 
Mr. M. a young gentleman in the college, is, I doubt 
not, a real chriftian: his converfation often gives me 
the moft lively pleafure. Mr. L . goes on well. Mr. R. 
gives me much fatisfa&ion; and I hope well of feveral 
others.— Some of our baptized Hindoos have lately given 
us fome trouble, by a fpirit of contention which has pre
vailed amongft them: but by proper difcipline they ap
pear to be coming about again. Kriftno, Rafoo, and

* Tjic moft facred writing* o f the Hindoo»,
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Joymooni walk greatly to our comfort; and Petumber 
very much fo. W e expeCt to baptize Syam Dofs foon, 
and probably Kemol, the brahman.

Loiing caft is now become more common than I ever 
expe£ted it would be. A  brahman lately rejected caft, ap
parently for no other purpofe than that he might be in the 
company of chriftians, and hear the gofpel, though he 
might have accompliihed this without it. He left us, how
ever, foon after. Tw o caefto’s rejeCted theirs; and one of 
them appeared to be under concern: but his father took him 
away by force.* Probably he will return. Laft week an 
oil-man loft caft, and now attends upon the gofpel. May 
God change his heart!— Our pamphlets and new teftaments 
circulate widely, and are effectual. An attempt has been 
made to flop their circulation: but God has counteracted 
it3 and’l  believe it has been of ufe.

W . C.

EXTRACTS o f  a  LETTER 

From the M IS S IO N A R IE S  to the S O C IE T Y .

Reviewing the events of the three months preceding.

Dearly beloved brethren, Serampsre,  April 13 , 1802.

tc W i t h i n  the laft three months we have been able 
to go out but little: but God has fuited his providence in 
this refpeCt; for we have had more people come to us for 
inftruCtion than in any former period. Some have travelled, 
and that repeatedly, twenty, thirty, and even forty miles, 
profefledly to enquire after this new way of falvation, con
cerning which they had obtained fome information, eithef 
from feeing the papers which brother Ward circulated, or 
from converiing with thofe who had feen them. Thefe 
have remained enquiring, fome a week, fome a fortnight, 
and one a month; eating with Our brother Kriftno during 
their ftay, by which in reality they renounced their caft.

* By the following paragraph it will be feen that this was not Pirtm kr 

but a younger Caefto of a firaiUr name.
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lifter ttós, fome returned to their own home, two or three 
have been carried off by their friends, who by threatening» 
had prevailed on them to give indeed a forced content, but 
which put it opt of our power to retain them, as the gofpel 
is not a fyftetn of coercion. As yet we are conftrained to 
leave the feed fown in their hearts to the great Sower, 
being uncertain whether it has taken root or not. Among 
thefe was one brahman, and a young man of the writer caft, 
whofe name is Petumber. The latter has iince returned, 
with his wife and filler, from a diftance of thirty miles. 
This is the fourth time of his coming. Thefe appearances 
greatly encourage us, as they -indicate a degree of itirring 
among the dry bones, which the Lord of life is ablenta 
continue till an exceeding great army ihall arife, and ftand 
upon their feet. Indeed, by the diftribution of many copies 
o f the fcriptures, and of fome thoufands of fmall tra&s, a 
fpirit of enquiry has been excited to a degree unknown at 
any former period.

“  On Jan. 3, we baptifed a native of the writer caft, 
named Petumber, who having feen a paper circulated by 
brother Ward laft October, came from the diftance of about 
thirty miles to hear the gofpel. He is about fifty years old, 
and has been feeking falvation, he fays, for more than thirty 
years. Since his baptiim he has maintained a very con- 
iiftent and refpectable character. We have appointed him 
our beggalee fchoolmafter, and have much hope refpeéting 
his ufefulnefs in that line.

“  W e have alfo two enquirers, who give us much 
^ppe: one of them is Syam Dofs, Who has heard the gofpel 
in the ftreets and lanes of Serampore for many months. 
About three months iince, he came to us, confe(Eng himfelf 
a great finner, and declaring that falvation %was not tobe 
found among the Hindoos. He has conftantly attended the 
gofpel ever iince, and we hope foon to baptife him. His 
age is about fifty. The other is a brahmán, named Kjeniol. 
He has for many years been fick of idolatry, but not of fin 
univerfally. 11« has been hovering round us for more
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than a year; and within thefe three months attached him- 
ieIf more clofely to us, removing his refidence from Chatterah 
to Serampore, that he might be feparate from the other 
brahmans, and near to us. His fon, a promifing youth of 
about fourteen, and who was invefted with the poitou more 
than a year ago, is come with him. W e inftruft him in 
Englifh; and the father feems exceedingly anxious' to fepa
rate and preferve him, if poffible, from the other brahmans, 
which is not a work of fmall difficulty, as both his caft 
and family rank high among them. Kemol attends all 
opportunities, and reads the word very conftantly.

“  While thefe things give us pleafure, we have been 
exiled to humiliation and mourning, by the evil conduit 
of two of our members; namely, Gokol, and Unno. A  
raifunderftanding having arifen between Gokol and Kriftno, 
the caufes of which, after much inveftigation, we could not 
fatisfa&orily trace, we urged them to mutual reconciliation. 
T o  this they appeared to liften: Gokol, however, the next 
«fey brought an accufation againft Kriftno, which appearing 
to us to originate in envy, we utterly difcouraged it. This 
fo enraged Gokol that he withdrew himfelf from his em
ployment at our houfe, and from worihip, and uttered many 
hard fpeeches againft Chrift and the gofpel, drawing Unno 
into the fame fin.

“ W e took the earlieft opportunity to admoniih them 
to repentance: but our admonition being ineffe&ual, we 
fufpended them both from communion. In this ftate they 
at prefent remain. Unno, however, begins to frequent our 
worflrip as ufual. Refpe&ing Gokol, our fears are great.*

*  Mr. Ward, in another letter, fpeaks o f  Kriftno as going to Gokol 

after this difference, and talking with him to this cffe&: “  G okol! Lay 

afide your anger againft me, and pray for me, as I have prayed for you con

tinually.' Remember the fufferings and death of Chrift ; remember them 

continually : your mind will then become tender s long-fuffering, and com

panion, and truth w ill abide in your mind.” — Gokol had formerly fuftered 

great lofle* in bufinefs, Kriftno told him of Job. Firft one meflenger came,

(faid he) then another, and then another, to tell him o f the lofs of his a ll;

V ol. II. I i
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et God, we trull, will bring good out of this -evil. It 
has fyrnilhed us with an opportunity of laying before our 
Hindoo brethren and fillers in a peculiar manner the neceility 
of univerfal holinefs, and the impoifibility o f uniting the 
fervice of any one fin with that of Jefus Chrift. The Heps 
alfo which have been taken with the offending parties have 
convinced them, more than many exhortations, of our deter
mination to retain none in the church who are not willing to 
depart from all iniquity. W e feared it would have been a 
Humbling-block in the way of our enquiring friends: but it 
appears to have operated, through the divine goodnefs, in a 
contrary way.”

T he miffionaries fpeak of being all well in health, 
and of the continuance and increafe of brotherly affe&ion 
among themfelves j and conclude with the following plea- 
fing information.

“  W e are now ere&ing a School for the board, cloath- 
ing, and tutition of twenty native youth; either children of 
chriftian parents, or of fuch who are willing to lofe call. 
Their inftru&ion in the principles of chriftianity is a leading 
obje&, as you will fee by the plan which accompanies this. 
W e have drawn up an eilimate of the expenfe, and rejoice 
to lay, that the requifite fubfcription is nearly finiihed by 
The religious public of Bengal/”

W e congratulate Bengal on its having a religious public. 
There is purely fome difference between this, and the time 
when religion appeared to be nearly confined to two or 
three individuals. (See Period. Acc. No. i, pp. 16, 17.)

They add in a poftfcript that Syam Dofs had been 
baptifed.

yet after all he fa id, Naked came I out o f my mother's womb, and naked ihall 

1 return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken awayj  blefled be 

the name of the Lord!”  Kriftno ftill hopes of Gokol that hia mind is towards 

Chrift. He fay* alfo that “  fcrerai neighbours are concerned about falration; 

kying, We have been great finners— W hat ihall we do ?”
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PLA N

For the Education o f the Children o f converted Natives 

OR Y O U T H S  WIIO H A V E  L O S T  C A S T .

(Drawn up and printed by the missionaries.)

E d u c a t i o n . That thefe youths {hall be inftrufled 
in divinity, hiftory, geography, aftronomy, and in reading 
and writing engliih and bengalee. That elementary books 
ihall be prepared on the above fubje&s, and printed in the 
bengalee language.

I n s t r u c t o r s . That there fhall be a bengalee maf- 
ter, for hearing exercifes on the above fubjects; a mafter 
for teaching the bengalee, and another for teaching engliih. 
One of the brethren lhall give frequent le&ures on the 
above fubje&s, but efpecially on divinity. Family prayer, 
with reading the holy fcriptures, ihall be attended to morn
ing and evening.

F i r s t  e x p e n c e s . For buying ground, walling it 
round, and building huts, 1000 rupees.

A n n u a l  e x p e n c e s . Three teachers, forty rupees 
per month, or 480 per annum. Support of twenty boys, in 
food and cloathing, in the bengalee manner, at three rupees 
per month each, 720 rupees per annum. The whole, 100 
rupees per month, or 1200 a year.

A  l i b r a r y  ihall be added to the School.

It is hoped, that any gentleman propoiing to fubferibe, 
will advance his fubfeription money immediately, diftin- 
guiihing whether it be towards the firft expenfe, or an 
annual fubfeription. Annual accounts of the progrefs of 
the fchool, and of the income and expenditure, ihall be 
prefented to each fubferiber.
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T o  provide for the education of the native youth in 
thofe principles which enlarge the mind, lead to the wor- 
Ihip and fervice of the true God, and to a holy and ufeful 
life, cannot fail to be an eflential advantage to fociety; and 
may be the means, in. a few years, of fending out into this 
part of the heathen world, perfons who ihall be peculiarly 
inftrumental in turning their fellow countrymen from dark- 
nefs to light, and from dumb i d o l s  to ferve the l i v i n g  

and t r u e  G o d .

Mission House, Serampore, Feb. 1802.

240

In the above inftitution Petumber S bingo, the caeilo, 
is appointed Bengalee teacher; Fergufon, a Portuguefe chrif- 
tian, Engliih teacher; Kemol, the brahman, attends the 
catechumens in their various exercifes on elementary prin
ciples j Mr. Carey gives le&ures in Bengalee on geography, 
aftronomy, divinity, & c .; and one of the brethren vifiti 
the fchool every day, and examines into the progrefs of 
the pupils.

EX TR ACTS 

From Mr. WARD’S JOURNAL.

T h i s  journal, from Dec. 28. 1801 to Apr. 5. 1802, 
not arriving till after all the other letters, the principal 
part of the intelligence contained in it has been anticipated. 
Several things, however, but lightly touched in the letters, 
are here more minutely narrated.

Mention has been already made of Mr. Ward, in com
pany with Kriftno, taking a tour of many miles round the 
country ; preaching, and dillributing books and papers. 
T his has been more than once repeated in the above period,* 
and the eagernefs with which the tra&s are read, is very 
great. They feldom gave away a New Teftameiit, unlefs 
there appeared to be a very earneft defire for it, or a pro-
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bability of its being taken to fome diftant part of the coun
try. Some have been fent as far as Bañares, a diftance of 
more than 300 miles. In a tour of a week they have given 
away eight or ten new teftaments, and feveral thoufands of 
fmail tra&s. In fome places they have b ên fo preffed by 
the crowd as to be foiled, and unable fully to anfwer their 
wiihes. One man caught hold of their boat, and faid, he 
would not let it go without a teftament.

Thefe excurfions and diftributions have been followed 
by a confiderable number of perfons coming from different 
parts of the country to enquire after the gofpel.— The fol
lowing extraéis contain the moft interefting particulars.

Jan. 4. 1802. At our monthly prayer-meeting this 
evening, three native brethren engaged. I was much 
pleafed to hear Petumber pray. When I think of his hav
ing been an idolater, and hear him fay in prayer, “  Oh 
Father, God !”  I cannot help rejoicing over him.

Jan. 5. This morning and evening we had an hour 
or two of thankfgiving for the mercies of the laft year. 
Brother Carey preached in bengalee, from Pfal. cxvi.
Mifs R   e, a German lady, comes from her own houfe,
and joins our family worfhip twice a-day. People come 
almoft daily for the teftament or trails. Government have 
inftituted an enquiry into the murders of the Hindoos, and 
brother Carey has been requefted to prefent all his informa
tion on this fubje&. Some fuppofe that 30,000 widows are 
burnt annually with the bodies of their huibands: others 
fay, about 25,000. Brother C. is endeavouring to afcer- 
tain it as near as can be. Kriftno has feen four women 
burnt alive with the body of one hufband ! Very many 
children and young people are caft into the river, as offer
ings to a fuppofed goddefs. Women often make vows, that 
if  gonga (the river goddefs) will beftow upon them two 
children, they will prefent one to hers and fhis is often 
done.
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Jan. 17. Broffie; Carey began a courfe o f leisures, 
which we fiball continue in turn, on the principal do&rines 
of the gofpel.

Jan. 29. I have ipent two afternoons with Kemol 
the brahman. He appears truly deiirous of embracing the 
gofpel, and his knowledge grows/aft. He declares that he 
is ready to Iofe caft, whenever we ihall defire him. I had a 
little converiation with Syam Dofs this evening at Krift- 
no*s. I aiked him what he had learned of Jefus Chrift ? 
He faid, “  he had learned that J'efas Chrift was the father, 
and mother of finners.”  This a viry common phrafe hefe£ 
applied to a benefa&or.

Jan. 31. Laft night, brethren Fernandez and Powell 
arrived in good health from Dinagepore. T he fchool 
which the former keeps up in that city confifts of upwards 
o f  thirty boys. One of them accompanied him. He has 
read in,our prefence part o f the new-teftament, and repeat
ed the ten commandments by heart. To-day we had two 
men from Joflor, a diftance of three or four days journey, 
to hear, and get the fcriptures. This is the fruit of diftri- 
buting trails laft O&ober. W e had much talk with them 
during the day. They ftaid and heard preaching at night': 
afterwards they went to Kriftno’s, and talked with Petum
ber and others almoft all night.

Feb. 1. W e are beginning to print a pamphlet of 
15° pages, on the Evidences of ChriJlianity, by Mr. Cun» 
ninghame. It is truly excellent.

Feb. 2. Kemol the brahman has been once or twice 
engaged in prayer with me in my room, during this week. 
He gives me great pleafure. He is fuperior to the airhole 
fyftem of fuperftition.-—Brother Carey brings us word from 
Calcutta that a bengalee merchant in that city who under- 
(lands engliih, and has learned to read the englifh bible, has 
been with him. Four years ago, he fays, he began to per- 
Juade his countrymen to become chriftians; but the oppofi- 
tion and ill.will that he met with, (lopped his mouth, He
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promifes to come and fee brother Carey continually.—  
Letters, and accounts of eight boxes from England, have 
arrived this week.— Brother Carey has begun a meeting 
for prayer and converfation at the houfe of Mr. Rolt of 
Calcutta; and he is to begin next week to deliver the word 
at the houfe of a Portuguefe chriftian, to the family and 
neighbours. Petumber has been writing a piece againft 
hindooifm, and in favour of the gofpel. Our engliih fchool 
contains more than twenty boarders.

Feb. 12. The merchant has been twice with brother 
Carey at his room in Calcutta. At that place another man 
atfo has manifefted much concern about falvation. He found 
him it  the houfe of the Portuguefe, where about ten perfons 
were aiTembled to hear the word.— Kemol the brahman 
was at our experience meeting to-night. At the clofe he 
faid, “  I remember one word, (repeating it in engliih) 
How great is thy goodnefs to them that fear thee!”  One 
morning at family worfhip he aiked us to fing the hymn, 
the laft line of every verfe is, cc Give me Chrift, or elfe 
I die!”

Feb. 15. This forenoon a young brahman, named 
Ramdhan, came to our houfe. I took him into my room. 
He fays, he lives at Borough Nagur— that he met with 
fome of our traits at Calcutta— that he took them to a 
number of pundits, all of whom faid they were good words 
— that he himfelf thought fo, and was come to know more. 
While we were talking, Kriftno came in. He took 
Ramdhan to his houfe, where he and Petumber talked all 
day.-—Several ftrangers took teftaments, and departed. 
Kemol, Ramdhan, Syam Dofs, Petumber, Kriftno, ¿'cc. 
united with us in family worihip.

Feb. 16. This evening a young man, whofe name 
alfo is Petumber, came with another perfon, of the name 
of Kafie-naut, from Joffor. (See Jan. 3 1.) The latter, 
they fay, talks to the people at Joflor about the gofpel, ani 
that many in that neighbourhood are enquiring.— At our



bengalee prayer-filtering we had the three cafts joining in 
prayer to the true God; viz. Kemol, a bramhan; Petum- 
ber, a caefto; and Kriftno, a fooder. The young brahman 
loft caft, without ceremony, by eating, and drinking tea 
with us this evening.

Feb. 19. Kriftno feems much pleafed with two of the 
new comers; Ramdhan the brahman, and Petumber the 
caefto: the latter alfo has voluntarily given up his caft.—  
T he condu& of Gokol and his wife, and of Unno, has 
given us great pain. W e fear their motives in joining us 
are liable to fufpicion. . '

Feb. 26. W e find difficulties refpe&ing the employ
ment and fupport of our new converts, as they can no lon
ger live by idolatry or begging. I hope our Saviour will 
guide us in this, as well as in many more difficult points 
now conftantly coming before us ; fuch as, leaving parents, 
friends, unbelieving wives, &c.— This day Ramdhan is 
£one home rather unexpectedly; but as he has fo openly 
loft caft, and declared his defire of falvation by Chrift, we 
cannot give him up. He fays his mother is juft dead, from 
the bite of a ferpent. Many people went to fee him eat at 
Kriftno’s houfe, and were greatly furprifed. Yefterday 
Kriftno had fome talk with two Muflelmans, who were 
much interefted with, his account of the way of falvation* 
and invited him to come and fee them, and bring his tefta
ment with him.

e3F* Golok, Krijlno's eldefl daughter, who is married at 
Calcutta, has her mindfiill towards the gofpel; but her hujband 
and family are ufing every means to re-obtain their cajl. By 
giving money, and dinners to the brahmans; eatijng cow-dung, 
&f<*. they hope to get it rejldred. Several rich natives have 
contributed for this purpofe.

Feb. 29. Brother and fifter Marfhman were at Chin- 
furah laft week. ¿Several dutch families. there are very kind* 
*0 us. W e have three young ladies from amongft them at 
our boarding-fchool. Mr. Forfyth preaches in their church. 
— This afternoon we had a church-meeting, when the let
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ter from the Society, addrefled to us from the Oakham 
aflociation, was read, and. tranflated into bengalee. Syam 
Dofs faid to-day, he had given his whole mind to Chrift, 
and wiihed to obey all his commands.

Mar. 2. This day we went to witnefs, and bear 
teftimony againft the burning of two women, with the dead 
body of their huiband, about half-a-mile from our houfe. 
One or two of our brethren faid they faw one of them 
ftruggling to get up, and come out; but ihe was immedi
ately prevented by the brahmans, who heaped up more 
faggots at that end of the pile. The children of the un
happy woman appeared in great diftrefs; and the eldeit 
fon, a lad of about eighteen, who according to cuftom, had 
lighted the pile, though he feemed to feel nothing at that 
time, yet after the fire was lighted, appeared in an agony, 
and walked off, leaning on the ihoulders of two young 
men!

Mar. 5. Ram Boihoo came up to-day, and brought 
with him fome tranflations in bengalee verfe, of “  Jeius, 
I IoVe thy charming name,” &c. i and of, “  He dies, the 
friend of finners dies,” &c. W e have now three-and-twenty 
hymns printed in a little book in bengalee.

Mar. 8. This evening Petumber, jun. arrived with 
his father. T w o  of Kriftno’s daughters came to-day to 
learn to knit: fifter Brunfdon is their teacher. W e find it 
of great importance to dire& all that come to us to a courfe 
of induftry: for the Hindoos are naturally indolent. A  
MuiTelman woman, of whom we entertained hopes, left us 
in confequence of our inculcating this leflon.

Mar. lo . Kemol has left his relations, and is come 
to live at Serame, that he might be near us. He is to have 
a department in our bengalee free-fchool. As he and 
Kriftno walked through the ftreet, the natives cried out, 
“  What will this joiner do? (meaning Kriftno) W ill he 
deftroy the caft of us all I Is th<s brahman going to be a 
feringa?”

Vol. II. K  k
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Mar. 16. I am fo full of work in the printing-office 
that.I;know not what to do— I wiih fome engliih brother 
would come and help me.

Mar. j 8. Six Portuguefe chriftians were at our 
family worihip this evening. Kriftno fays that Hindoos 
who have loft caft, fometimes become'of this denomination, 
and are called Feringas: but they are generally very wicked 
chara&ers ; too bad to be heathens, and fo become chriftians / 
One of thofe men who had loft caft and become a feringa, 
by living with a feringa woman, came one day to Kriftno, 
and faid, “  Kriftno, you and I are both of a caft ; I am a 
joiner as well as you, and a chriftian as well as you.”  
“  But, (feid Kriftno) you are not a chriftian of my ftamp. 
Y ou were compelled to become a chriftian in order that 
you might live in adultery: I became a chriftian from con
viction, that this was the only way to holiftefs and to 
heaven.”

Apr. 2. This evening Syam Dofs came before the 
church. He was born, he faid, a caefto; but he got 
acquainted with a feringa woman, and through her he loft 
caft. He had formerly fome property; he had lived five- 
and-thirty years without marriage; (he has lately been 
publicly married;) fometime after he came hither he heard 
preaching, in the ftreets two or three timesi  was led to 
think upon it, efpecially on the death of Chrift for finners—  
from that time to this he has been hearing and thinking. 
He declared that his only hope of falvation was the death 
of Chrift— that Chrift was God, neverthelefs he became 
man— he was faftened to the crofs by nails through his two 
hands; he was crowned with thorns; he was pierced in his 
fidê —-All this forrow he bore for us. Believing this, he 
hoped, and refolVed to lin no more. If he obtained the 
holy Spirit, then he fhould be enabled to do God’s will 
continually. He renounced the Hindoo debtahs, goroos, 
and worihip, He fubmitted to Chrift, and all his laws; 
as mafter o f a family, as membef of a chriftian church, 
ind in general as a chriftian, defiring to exercife watchful-
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iiefs, and was willing to fubmit to reproof.— Such was his 
confeffion of faith: and he was unanimoufly received.

Apr. 4. Syam Dofs was baptifed this afternoon in 
the prefence of many people: after which we partook of 
the Lord’s fupper.

— ,<sa;— ^ —

M E M O IR  o f Mr. J O H N  TH O M AS.

A m o n g  the Ioffes which this Society has lately At
tained by death, that of Mr. Thomas is diftinguifhed by his 
having been the iirft perfon who, of late ages, introduced 
the gofpel to the Hindoos. All that we know of him pre
vious to his connexion with us, is from his own pen. A  

narrative of his c o n v e rs io n  under a fermon by Dr. Stennett, 
his going to India, and his preaching to the natives of that 
country, has already appeared, both in the Baptijl Regijler, 
No. V, and in our Periodical Accounts, No. I. W e have 
therefore only to add a few remarks from what we have 
feen and heard of him ilnce that period.

From the firfl: interview that took place between him 
and the Society, which was at Kettering on Jan. 10.1793, 
we perceived in him. a great degree of fenfibility, mixed 
with ferioufnefs, and deep devotion; and every letter that 
has been fince received from him has breathed, in a greater 
or lefs degree, the fame fpirit. His afHi&ions and difap- 
pointments (than whom few men had more in fo fhort a 
life) appear to have led him much to God, and te a realif- 
ing application of the ftrong confolations of the gofpel. He 
feldom walked in an even path: we either faw him full of 
chearful and active love, or his hands hanging down as if 
he had no hope. His forrows bordered on the tragical, and 
his joys on the extatic. Thefe extremes of feeling rendered 
him capable of fpeaking and writing in a manner peculiar 
to himfelf. Almoft all that proceeded from him came di
rectly from the heart.
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If we were to judge of him by what we heard in Eng- 
land, we ihould &y his talents were better adapted to writ
ing and converfation than preaching: but the truth is, his 
talents'were adapted to* that kind of preaching to which he 
was called; a lively, metaphorical, and pointed addrefs on 
divine fubje&s, di&atcd by the circumftances of the mo
ment, and maintained amidft the interruptions and contra- 

. di&ions of a heathen audience. A  large company of brah
mans, pundits and others, being afiembled to hear him, one 
of the moil learned, whofe name was Mahaihoi, offered to 
difpute with him. He began by alTerting, that “  God was 
in every thing : therefore (faid he) every thinjg is God— you 
are God, and I am God.”  “  Fie, fie, Mahaihoi! (anfwered 
Mr. Thomas) W hy do you utter fuch words? * Sahaib, 
(meaning himfelf) is in his cloaths : therefore (pulling off 
bis hat, and throwing it down) this hat is Sahaib! No, 
Mahaihoi, you and I are dying men; but God ever liv- 
eth.”  This ihort anfwer confounded his opponent, and 
fixed the attention of the people; while, as he fays, he 
<c went on to proclaim, o n e  G o d ,  o n e  S a v i o u r ,  

o w e  w a y ,  ONE f a i t h ,  and o n e  c a s t ,  without and 
befide which all the inventions of man were nothing.”  
— Another time, when he was warning them of their fin 
and danger, a brahman full of fufctilty, interrupted him by 
aiking, tl Who made good and evil ?” Hereby infatuating 
that man was not accountable for the evil which he com
mitted. u I know your queftion of old ((aid Mr. Thomas;)
I know your meaning too. I f a man revile his father or 
his mother, what a wretch is b e! I f  he revile his Goroo,* 
you reckon him worfe: but what is this, (turning to the 
people) in companion of the words of this brahman, who 
reviles God I God is a holy being, and all his works are 
holy. He made men and devils holy; but they have made 
themfelves vile. He wlio imputes their fin to God is a 
wretch, who reproaches his Maker. Thefe men, with all 
their fin-extenuating notions, teach that it is a great evil to 
murder a brahma*; yet the murder of many brahmans does 

•  Hit teacher.
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not come up to this : for if I murder a brahman, I only kill 
his body; but if I blafpheme and reproach my Maker, cas
ing all blame in his face, and teach others to do fo, I in- 
fed, I deifcroy, I devour both body and foul, to all eternity.” 
— ■— Being on a journey through the country, he faw a great 
multitude aflembling for the worihip of one of their gods. 
He immediately approachcd them; and pailing through the 
company, placed himfelf on an elevation, near to the fide 
of the idol. The eyes of all the people were inftantly 
fixed on him, wondering what he, being a European, meant 
to do. After beckoning for filence, he thus began: *  It 
has eyes . . . (paufing, and pointing with his finger to the 
eyes of the image; then turning his face, by way of appeal, 
to the people) but it cannot fee! It has ears . . . but it 
cannot hear ! It has a nofe . . . but it cannot fmell! It 
has hands . . . but it cannot handle! It has a mouth . . . 
but it cannot fpeak; neither is there any breath in it i”  An 
old man in the company, provoked by thefe felf-evident 
truths, added, “  It has feet; but it cannot run away !” At 
this, a univerfal ihout was heard: the faces of the priefts 
and b_ahmans were covered with ihame, and the worihip 
for that time was given up.

His imagination being in itfelf lively, and much exer- 
cifed by converfing with a people who deal largely in fimili- 
tudes, it became natural to him to think and fpeak on divine 
fubje£ts after their manner, and to gather inftruction from 
the common concerns of life. tc If, (fays he in his journal)
I ipeak an opinion about a trifle, to a man like myfelf, and 
he does not yield dire£Hy to it, efpecially in any thing 
wherein I have the advantage of him in knowledge and ex
perience, as in phyfic and furgery, I feel diffatisfied ; and if 
I do not fpeak out, I think in my mind that he is a ftupid 
fellow, an unworthy objeil for me to laviih my wifdom 
upon— But if he be ftill more inferior, as my child, it is 
ftiU mpre provoking— If he be ftill lower, as a fervant, 
ftill the provocation increafes— If he be one whom I have 

faved from the gallows, by bringing him intp my fervice,
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and have bought  ̂ and paid dearly for his efcape; and though 
he knows my will, and I repeat it to him, yet he Will not 
regard my opinion, but his own, and perfifts in it; then 
is the provocation great indeed—-If he do me mifchief, it 
is worfe than all— I f  he whom I brought to honour brings 
my name into contempt, and caufes people to defpife me, 
his beft friend, what muft now be my feelings? Yet if 
human patience could hold out fo long, it is all nothing 
in companion of the forbearance of Chrift towards us !’*

He had a'w ay of fpeaking and writing to perfons in 
a. genteel line o f life that would come at their confciences, 
and generally without giving them offence. Sitting in a 
gentleman’s houfe in Calcutta, a Captain of an Indiaman 
came in, and began to curfe and fwear moil bitterly. Mr. 
Thomas, turning himfelf to the gentleman of the houfe, 
related an anecdote o f  a perfon greatly addi&ed to fwear- 
ing, but who, on going into a fober family, entirely left 
it off. “  Now, ((aid Mr. T .)  |ie did this for his own 
iake only, and from the fear of man: how much more 
eafy would it be to refrain from fuch a pra&ice, if we 
feared G od!”  The Captain fwore no more while in his 
company; and meeting with him the next day by himfelf, 
he introduced the fubjed, confeiied that he was the moil; 
wicked of all men, that he had had a better education; 

but excufed himfelf by alleging that it was a habit, and 
he could not help*it. “  That, fir, (replied Mr. T .)  
makes your cafe worfe. If a man gets intoxicated once, 
that is bad ; but if by a fucceffion of ads he have con- 
traded a habit of it, and cannot help it, his cafe is bad 
indeed! You had better confefs your fin to God, fir, 
rather than to man: this he has direded you to do; and 
this is the way to forfake it, and to find mercy.”

His two very impreifive Letters to his Nieces in 
England, will not foon be forgotten. See Per. Ac. Vol.

PP* 457— 4^3* They will give the chriftian reader a 
better idea of the fpirit o f the writer than ^ny thing we
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oan fay; and if, ..after perufing them, he be not induced to 
fearch for his other Letters, and what elfe can be found of, 
him in the Periodical Accounts, we are miftaken. See the 
Index to Vol. I, under the words Thomas, and Letters-*- 
Alfo Vol. II. pp. 44, 157— 165.

He was a man to whom no one that knew him could 
feel indifferent. He muft be either liked or difliked. In 
molt cafes his focial and affe&ionate carriage excited 
attachment; and even where he has given offence to his 
friends, a fingle interview would often difiipate refent- 
ment, and rekindle former affe£tion.

His fympathy and generofity as a medical man to
wards the afflicted Hindoos, though a luxury to his mind, 
often affe&ed his health : and unlefs gratitude be unknown 
amongft them (as it is iaid they have no word in their lan- 
language which expreffes the idea) his name will for iome 
time, at leaft, be gratefully remembered.

T  ruth obliges us to add, his faults were confiderable. 
He was of an irritable temper, wanting in ceconomy, and 
more ardent to form great and generous plans than pa
tient to execute them. Thefe things have occafioned 
many painful feelings, and feveral ftrong expoftulations 
from his beft friends. But when we coniider the ajfliftion 
that overtook him in Dec. 1800, by which he was for 
fome weeks in a ftate of complete mental derangement,1 
we feel difpofed to pity rather than cenfure him; as little 
or no doubt remains with us that his unevennefs of mind 
and temper, with other irregularities, proceeded from a 
tendency in his conftitution to that which at length came 
upon him.

W e flball conclude with a brief account of his death 
by Mr. Powell, and Mr. Ward. The former thus writes 
— « You have been accuftomed of late to receive gloomy 
tidings from India; that the plains of Hindoitan have been 
tbe graves of the Miflionaries. Soon after one meffengec 
had announced the death of Mr. Grant, another  ̂ claimed
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the attention of your liftening ear, and declared the de
parture of Mr. Fountain. A  third followed his fteps, and 
repeated the mournful tale, that Mr. Brunfdon was taken 
away; and now I have to tel! you Mr. Thomas has put off 
his armour, and quitted the field of a&ion ! In^QCtober 
1799 we exulted that the miifionary caufe was fo well 
fupported, and ftrengthened; that there were feveri brethren 
engaged in this glorious undertaking. Little did we fup- 
pofe that the period was fo near when their number would 
be reduced to three.

K You knew enough of Mr. Thomas, to feel his lofs, 
and ihed a tear over his memory. Wearied with the 
ftorms and tempefts of life, and agitated on the fea of 
adverfity, be longed for his difmiifal, that he might be 
with Chrift, and enjoy the reft prepared for the people of 
God. Terrible as the king of terrors is to the wicked, he 
feldom exhibited his frowns to him. He faw this awful 
mefienger with an angel’s face, anxioufly waited for his 
fammons, and anticipated thofe fubfime pleafures he fo 
foon expe&ed to enjoy.

“  He was acquainted with his own conftitution, and 
in early life thought that he ihould not reach beyond the 
niiddle age. For the laft two years his health was vifibly 
on the decline. Severe fhocks of ikknefs had impaired his 
frame.

“ On Aug. loth, two months before his deceafe, he 
wrote as follows in his diary— “  Very much affedled this 
“  evening with a palpitation of heart, as though a poly- 
“  pus, or fome evil, was forming there, which will foon 

put an end to this mortal life. A  great fulnefs, and 
“  pain about the region of my heart, has been more or lefs 
“  felt for feveral weeks; but to-night it is diftreffing.” 
About a fortnight after he fpoke thus of his complaint—  
(i M y heart is not fo much pained this day or tw o: but 
“  the leaft extra motion brings a fluttering palpitation and 
“  diftrefs, which is a death-like fenfation I cannot de- 
“  fcribe.w In September he came from Saddamabl on
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horfe-back, to Dinagepore, a diftance of about 24 miles. 
Great part of the country was then under water, and 
the roads in many places were broken up. The water 
which he was obliged to pafs through, the rain which 
fell, together with a fcorching fun, were too much for 
his impaired conftitution. It greatly fatigued him, and 
brought on a fever, which yielded to no medicine, or treat
ment, and never left him till it effe&ed his diffolution. 
Mr. Gardiner, the Company’s Surgeon at this ftatioii, gave 
him all the afiiftance in his power.

£t During his vifit to Saddamahl it appears by his diary, 
that his mind was happily exercifed in the things of God. 
Thus he writes: “  Sep. 6. 1801. This day let it be recorded, 
41 and remembered, oh my foul; that t h e  h i g h  a n d  l o f t y  

“  o n e  that inhabiteth eternity, hath looked upon thee, and 
<c revived the fpirit of the contrite. I was brought low, very 
<c low. I fought him, and found him not: yet it was but 
“  a little, and I found him whom my foul loveth.— I have 
“  been meditating on the power, willingnefs, truth, and 
a  love of Chrift as a Saviour; and have feleited feveral 
“  precious teftimonies of each. And oh, his word has been 
il fweet to me! BleiTed be God for hope! BlefTed be the 
11 Son of God, who hath not left me comfortlefs ! Blefled 
“  be the Spirit of God, who hath not utterly forfaken me, 
“  but takes of the things of Chrift ftill, and ihows them to 
“  me! Oh t h o u  who art able to keep me from falling, 
“  keep my foul near; do not depart, let me be. filled, and 
s‘ revive, and bring forth fruit, inftead of being cut down! 
“  TR ou haft begun to compafs me about with fongs of 
“  deliverance: this is the firft day I could flag for many 
c< days paft. Wait on the Lord, my foul . . . W ait!”

“  He continued writing the ftate of his mind in his 
diary till Sep. 29th. That morning he wrote as follows, 
which are the laft words that he ever wrote.

<c Still refreihed with a fenfe of the mercy received 
« yefterday: ftill more by reading Go/pel Sonnets. Thofe 
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“  are fweet, enlightening, and blefled truths to toy foul. 
“  Oh Lord, accept my early thanks, through the Redeem- 
te er, in whom thou art fo well pleafed \ and may they
“  never ceafe to flow from this heart! And the truth
w jhall make you free. As the truth maketh a man free, fo 
“  error brings him again into bondage. W e arp as prone 
w to error as we are to fin: we Aide into it, and know it 
“  not, till darknefs, fear, doubt, and confufbn furround us ; 
*  and *tis well if we know it then ! How neceflary is 
“  our Lord’s counfel: Take heed of the leaven /”

“  About this period, the world, and all fubl unary things 
were receding from his fight. It was obvious to all, and 
to himfelf, that he was faft gliding down the ftream o f 
time into eternity. He could write ao more.

lt Towards the clofe of his ficknefs his pains were ex
ceeding great. He had periodical returns of cold fits, then 
a raging fever, then violent vomitings, and afterwards a 
dreadful oppreffion in the ftomach, which threatened fpeedy 
fuffocation; fo that it occafioned the moft painful fenfations 
to his friends about him. A  day or two before his death 
he repeated in a very impreifcve manner, thofe lines in Dr. 
Itippon's Sele&ion: “  Jefus, lover of my foul, &c/*

“  On mentioning the words, w Other refuge have I  none,”  
he paufed, expatiated on the ability of Chrift to fave: 
“  V ’es, (faid he,) we want no other refuge.”  I never faw 
fiiph beauty and force in that hymn as on his repeating 
it. Verily all his hopes did centre in Chrift. He knew 
b o  rock, but the xoek o f ages. When unable to read, his 
Blind bfing well ftored with fcripture, he would frequently 
repeat pafiages appropriate to his condition. Once, when 
in extreme pain, he cried out, O  d e a t h  ! w h e r e  i s  t h y  

s t i n g  ? On the 13th of Oifcober he breathed his laftj and 
was buried by the fide of Mr. Fountain.

“  No more ihall we fee him Handing in a circle of 
Hindoos, exhorting them to repent and believe the gofpel. 
He panted and prayed for their {kl vat ion: but their ftupidity 

•  Hymn 305.
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grieved his heart. Much of his time was fpent in preach
ing to them. No labourer could be more fatigued with 
the toil of the day, than he has been with addreifing them 
on the great concerns their fouls, from morning to even
ing. He generally enjoyed an allured perfuafion of his 
intereft in Chrift; and this remained with him to the laft.
No man could be farther from depending upon his own 
righteoufnefs than he: he would often lament his vilenefs 
before God, and exclaim, None but Chrift! None but 
Chrift!”

( M r . W a r d ’ s j o u r n a l .)

Brother Thomas is dead! He caught cold in his 
journey from Saddamahl to Dinagepore, and at night jwas 
attacked with the fever, which though it abated for a few 
days, returned with great force. After languiihing about 
a fortnight, he died on the 13th of October, with a hope 
full of immortality/ He had faults: but never lhall I 
forget the time when, after fetting Krrftno’s arm, he talked 
to him with fuch earneftnefs about his foul, and falvation, 
that Kriftno wept like a child. It appears that this preach
ing led to his converfion. Thus brother Thomas led the 
Way to India, and was the inftrument of the converfion of 
perhaps the firjl native. Brother Carey preached a fermon 
on the occafion of his death, on Nov. 8, from John jcxi. 19.
This fpake he, figrafy’mg by what death he Jhouldglorify Gad”

LETTER

From the SOCIETY to the MISSIONARIES,

Dated, Northampton, Nov. 9* 1802.

, Very dear brethren !

Y our letter to us, overhand, dated Dec. 18. 1801, 
was duly received in May; and fome others, addrefted 
to different members of the Society, with brother Ward’s 
journal up to the end of the laft year, have fince arrived.
The loft of brother Thomas, added to that of 'the three 
oth2r brethren, is afflictive. W e feel not only for the

L I  2
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miffion, but for the widows, and for you their fellow-* 
labourers: but it becomes us all to be ftill, and know that 
God is God. The peaceful and happy deaths of thofe 
that have died, have lefiened our *grief; and the fuccefs 
that God hath given to your labours, has filled us with 
joy and thankfulnefs.

W e are happy to aflure you that we feel the moft 
entire confidence in you all, that it is proper for crea
tures to feel in one another : and, fo far as we can judge, 
religious people of all denominations, who contribute to 
the undertaking, feel the fame. Great is the intereft 
which they have taken in the printing of the fcriptures; 
efpecially the friends of Chrift in Scotland. It has done 
our hearts good to fee and hear with what a willing mind 
they have repeatedly, and almoft without felicitation, 
poured in their contributions for this very important 
obje£L Nor have the friends of Chrift in England been 
relu&ant in fupporting the general objefts of the miffion. 
The London contribution laft fummer exceeded by nearly 
£100 what it had ever been before.

The intelligence of brother Marfhman's illnefs makes 
us tremble; efpecially, as each of you that are left appear 
to be of fo great importance to the work, and to each 
other. W e hope you will all be careful of yourfelyes 
for the Lord’s fake.

Among the many bleffings wherewith God hath 
gracioufly crowned the undertaking, we reckon the early 
converfion of Felix and William Carey not the leaft. 
W e hope for the gratification of foon hearing of the 
baptifm of the latter, and that both may be bleffings to the
miffion in their generation.'

■■ 1

W hile we cannot but approve of the difmterefted 
rule by which you have agreed to a£t, appropriating the 
whole profit o f your labours to the general Jlocky we are not 
unmindful of your temporal welfare. W  e ihould be forry 
i f  your confcientious adheience to your engagement, and



attachment to the great objeCfc in which we are all con
cerned, ihould interfere with the duty of providing for 

your own houfes; and are perfuaded that the friends of 
the undertaking in general would be forry as well as our- 
felves. W e are not fufficiently acquainted with the bear
ings of things with you, however, to decide on any fpe- 
cific plan; nor without your mind would we do any 
thing. W e will bear it in mind ; and if you can fuggeft 
any meafure which may confift with the end of your 
refolution, we ihall readily acquiefce in it.

Prefent our moft affectionate remembrance to your 
wives and children, to the widow filters, to all the mem
bers of the church, and all that are helpers with you in 
the work of the Lord.

W e remain your affe£tionate brethren, 
&c. &c.

To the C H R I S T I A N  H IN D O O S.

Dearly beloved!

T h e  chriflians of Europe have of late years beea 
more than ordinarily affeCted with the deplorable condi
tion of the heathens. The religion of Jefus Chrift has 
enlarged our hearts, and made us long for the falvatioa 
of our fellow-finners all over the world.

Our brethren Carey, Ward, and Marihman, as well 
as others that have been removed, have travailed as in 
birth for you. They left their native country, and all 
that was dear to them on earth, without any profpeCt o f 
reward, but the hope of your falvation. Worldly men 
defpifed their attempt as impracticable; and impracticable 
it had been to mere human ftrength : but their dependance 
was not upon themfelves, nor did their hopes arife from 
the pliability of the Hindoos, nor any thing ihort of the 
power and grace of God.

For many years they laboured amidft difcouragements 
¿nd di/appointments; but at length, we truft, the Lord,
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in whofe caufe they engaged, has .heard prayer. Dearly 
beloved! What is our hope and joy, and crown of rejoic
ing? Are not ye, even ye, in the prefence of our Lord 
jefus Chrift at his coming? I f  yfc continue in the faith, 
and adorn it by a holy, humble, fincere, and affe&ionate 
co’nverfation, our hearts ihall continue to rejoice in you 
as a rich reward. The accounts which we have received 
of you have greatly interefted us; and we have praifed 
God on your behalf. Your hopes, and joys, and forrows 
are ours. Be not moved by the afflidions which you faffer 
for his name’s fake, in whom you have believed: in due 
feafon ye ihall reap, if ye faint not. Our Redeemer him- 
felf was a man of forrows, and died by the hands of wicked 
men. Y e  have not yet refilled unto blood; and if it 
were fo in future, is it not better to die for him who laid 
down his life for you, than to make yourfelves the facri- 
fices of the felf-tormenting and murderous pra&ice-' of an 
abominable fuperftition ? Fear nothing but fin: fubmit 
yourfelves to them that are over you in the Lord; imitate 
their holy example : love one another: carry it meekly and 
patiently to than that reproach you, and courteoufly to all 
your neighbours. The Lord Jefus Chrift be with you! 
A ll the brethren and fitters falute you.

To FELIX CARET.
Dear young friend )

Y o u  have all along been beloved by us for your 
Father’s fake ; and now we rejoice in being able to love you 
for the truth’s fake that dwelleth in you. The joy of ail 
apoftle is ours, who rejoiced greatly when he heard of the 
children of one whom he loved, walking in the truth. In 
you, dear youth, and in your brother, we hope will be found 
the followers of your honoured father, when he and we 
are in our graves. Hiving been informed of your piety, 
diligence, andzeal in the’ Lord’s work, we have unani- 
moufly agreed to invite you to confider your fb If from 
henceforward as a miflionary of this Society ; and, as a 
token of our affb&ion both to you and your brother Wih-
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liam, have fent you each a prefent of books, which we 
hope will be acceptable and ufeful.

You will confider that the work to which you are 
chofen at (o early a period is of no fmall importance; and 
that the honour or dishonour of God greatly depends on 
the condu& of a miffionary. You are young, and may be 
befet with many evils. Watch and pray, that you enter 
not into temptation. W e alfo will pray for you. In all 
your ways acknowledge God, and he will direft your 
fteps: in all your concerns, next to him, follow the 
counfels of your father, and of your elder brethren in the 
miffion. Cheriih an open, modeft, peaceable, generous, 
kî id, forgiving, and affeftionate fpirit. I f  you be called 
to oppofe the falfe principles and reafonings of brahmans, 
do it with meeknefs and gentlenefs. You will take thefe 
brief hints in love, and believe us to be your very fincere 
friends and fellow-labourers in the work of the Lord.

Signed by all the brethren prefent.

-0— 0— 0-

DESIGNATION of Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, f
Mr. John Chamberlain having been chofen a mif- 

iionary to India, by a refolution of the Committee held 
at Clipftone, April 21. 1802, and having freely acquiefced 
in that chofe, and no dire£t conveyance being attainable, 
he and Mrs. Chamberlain’  in the May following, fet out ' ^  
for the place o f their deftination, by way of America. 9 
W hile in London, a meeting of prayer was held at Dr.
Nippon’s place, at which he was folemnly fet apart for 
th? important work by the laying on of hands, accompa
nied with an Addrefs by Mr. Fuller. On Friday, May 
15, they fet fail. Letters have fince been received of 
their fafe arrival in America, where they met with every 
kind and brotherly attention both from Minifters and 
others j and our dear and worthy friend. Captain Wichs, 

then at Philadelphia, was very afliduous in pro-



curing them a paflage for India; for which place they 
embarked in Auguft. Ship, the Manticellor  Captain 
Davy. *̂ 7 ' /¿r>£,$ •
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R E S O L U T IO N S  o f the C O M M IT T E E .

Kettering, 0£L 5 , jtoz.

R e s o l v e d  : That 700 £  of the funds of the fociety 
be remitted to the miiBonaries, as foon as convenient, in 
dollars, for the printing o f the fcriptures.

Refol ved: That Felix Carey be confidered as a Miffion- 
sury of this Society; and as a token of our affe&ion, that a 
prefent of books be made to him, and his brother William.

Nartbamptimt Nov. 9, 1802#

Refolved: That inconfideration of the former kindnefs 
of the late Mr. Short, in taking Mr. Carey and his family 
into his houie, and fupporting them feveral months, at a 
time when they muft otherwife have been expofed to great 
diftrels, the Committee coniiders itfelf as owing a debt of 
honour and gratitude to his widow, and agrees to prefent 
her with $o£

ti -

Vflir“-’— .■■■■—■—---------------------------------------------   ■  -
Such as are difpofed to remember this Charity in their fVWsy 

may ufe the following form of BequeJl.

Item . I give and bequeath unto A . B. and C. 0 .
the fum of upon truft, to the
intent that they, or either o f them, pay the fame to the
Treafurer, for the time being, of the Particular Baptist
Society far propagating the Gbfpel among the Heathen; for 
the ufe and fupport of the faid Society: and his receipt 
fhall he a full; and fufficient difcharge for the lame. —

.g6 0
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