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the correfpondence of the Miffionaries is be
come more regular, owing to their refidence near Calcutta, 
the Committee hope to be able to prefent the friends of 
the undertaking with a half-yearly Number in future, in- 
ftead of a yearly one. I f  they ihould not always be able 
to do this, it will be owing to the non-arrival of intelli

gence.

T he following account o f events as they occurred, we 
hope will be equally interefting to our friends as they have,. ; . 
been to us. In relating the ordinary courfe of things it 
might have fufficed to have confolidated the different jour
nals of the brethren into a fingle narrative j but in giving 
an account of fo remarkable, and what at prefent appears 
fo effe£lual a work of divine grace, we thought it beft that 
the tale o f each journalift ihould be told by itfelfj and which 
we are perfuaded will not be tedious to the ferious reader.—
Various excurfions among the natives and conventions 
with them are omitted for the fake of introducing ot^er 

tilings ftill more interefting.
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EXTRACTS 

From M r. B liU N S D O N  ’S  Journal, 

Communicated to Mr. SuTCLirF.

Nov. 25, 1800. This has been a memorable day 
indeed! T h e firft Hindoo, named Faklra, came before 

the Church. His anfwers were ready, iimple, and fatif- 
iactory. He has for fome time heard brother Thomas at 
Beerbhoom; and is lately come .down to us at Serampour. 
Brother Carey interrogated him in Bengallee, and after
wards interpreted, as the Sifters could not underftand all 

his anfwers. I can only note down a few queftions and 
anfwers. How do you expect falvation? A. From 

the mercy of God in Chrift. How came you firft to 
think about God and your foul? A . From hearing M r. 
Thomas ipeak God’s word, and the gofpcl; I thought no
thing about it before. Q . I f  we ihould not be willing to 
receive you, what do you intend to do ? W ill you go 
back to your old way o f living, and ferve the debtahs ? 
A . N o ! I f  you do not receive me, I will take my book, 

and go about telling the Hindoos of this great Saviour; 
and if  yoH do not give me any thing to eat, God will.-—» 
E very one was well latisficd with what he faid. T h e  

, meeting clofed with prayer by brother Carey in Bengallee, 
brother Thomas in Engliih.

„/r-r-* [ Here brother B.'a journal was interrupted by a heavy
ajuj dangerous affliction. ]

c Jan. 6, 1801. I am now by the goodnefs o f God 
recovering from the mouth of the grave, whither I had been 
convey«! by a putrid fever. About the 5th of December, 
I  fell ill, as was fuppofed, by taking cold from the damp- 
neft o f the printing-office. When bilious fevers are com
i n g s ,  the great preventative is an emetic. This I took, 
ánd foop after a large quantity o f bark. This reftrained 
the fury o f the difeafe for feveral days, and it appeared a 

great deal like the ague. T h e  fabbath following I had quite



loft my reafon, and continued to grow worfe. I took but 
little notice, and felt but little pain} being moftly like a 
perfon ftupified^jP ftrong liquors. Brother Thomas was 
gone up the country; and was not expefted back till the 
Lord’s-day following. I had medical affiftancej a blifter 
was put upon my ftomach, and other means, but all to no 
purpofe. I felt a great defire for brother T . ’s return, and 
almoft a perfuafion that by means of him I ihould recover. 
Here the hand of the Lord was remarkable. Brother T .  
left Beerbhoom three days fooner than he intended; yet he 
did not know why, but thought he would haften down to 
Serampour. When he arrived, which was on Wednesday 
afternoon, he faid, N ow  I know why I was to haften 
down hither. He confulted with the Doftor who attended 
me, and obtained his confent to put me in a hot bath. 
T h is produced a fudden and entire change of feelings. I 
cannot tell why, but I was very much delighted with it, 
and I fuppofe eafed. I was kept in five minutes j the wa
ter being fomewhat hotter than I was at the time. Thurf. 
day evening he put in bowls of hot water after I was in, 
till it was very hot, and I kept in ten minutes. Friday 
evening bathed as the firft night only five minutes. Thefe 
bathings produced copious perfpirations. T h e fpots came 
out very red, but did not turn colour, or I had gone. 
Brother T .  was in much doubt as to the iflue till Saturday. 
Lord’s-day it was apparent I was getting better, though 
very ilowly, and fo I have continued ever fince, though 
ftill fo weak as to be but juft able to guide my pen.

T h e laft Lord’s-day in December, 1800, a Hindoo, 
named Kriftno, was baptized, together with Felix Carey, 
in the river oppofite our own gate. This is the hrft Hindoo 
who has trampled on his caft for Chrift’s fake, and joined 
the ftandard of the crofs. I did not hear him make profef- 
fion of the name of Chrift before the church, on account 
o f  my illnefs : but I was now fo far recovered as to be car

ried to the water fide, to fee this pleafing fight. There
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were a great number of Portuguefe, as they are called, and 
Europeans prefent, as well as Hindoos. Brother Carey 
fungj prayed, and preached in Bengallee; then led down 
Felix and baptized him, and afterwards Kriftno. T o  
the former he fpoke in Engliih, I baptize thee & c .; to 
the latter in Bengallee. It was a very pleafant fight 
indeed!

In the afternoon the Lord’s-fupper was celebrated 
in my room, that I might be prefent. Moft that was faid 
was in Bengallee, in which I think brother Carey was 
greatly affifted indeed. T h e thankfgiving before receiving 
the cup was in both languages.

Lord’s-day, Jan. 18. Many things in the paifc
week are worthy of notice. Our experience meeting on 
Thurfday evening was very fweet. Kriftno faid many 
things that were encouraging. “  When I am at work, 
faid he, my mind goes away from God, and I am forry, 
and charge it not to do fo. I fay, O  mind, why doft 
thou thus depart from Chrift ? Thou canft not be happy 
any where without him : I charge thee to keep clofe to 
him ! ”  He alfo faid much more which I cannot recolle£L

T h is morning our dear brother Fernandez, and 
Kriftno’s wife’s fifter, were baptized into the faith of Chrift. 
Brother Carey preached in Engliih from Mai. i. 6, on 
the importance of attending to pofitive commands. T h e 
fubjeft appeared very ftriking from a view of the judg
ments executed on thofe who negle&ed themj as our firft 

parents, Nadab and Abihu, &c.

Jan. 27. Brother Fernandez being to go up the coun
try this week, the Lord’s-fupper was adminiftered in Ben
gallee ; and he, and fifter Joymooni ( the name of Krift
no’s wife’s fifter) were received into the church. Brother
F . was very much affeifced. It was a delightful feafon to 
us 1̂1. Our whole church, confifting of fourteen members, 

were prefent. This morning I went to Kriftno’s houfe
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and read the eleventh chapter of Luke. Felt pleafure in 
faying many things in explanation. T h e women heard 
with many expreflions of delight, and repeated it to one 
another. I had not words enow at command to enquire 
much into the ftate of their minds. May our dear Lord 
keep and inftruit them by his fpirit!

Thus you fee, my dear brother, the Lord is doing great 
things for us, and the poor Hindoos. Blefled be his holy 
holy name for the prefent appearance of things! T h is 
boufehold of Kriftno gives us great pleafure. W e hope 
in a few days to baptize his wife, and another who refides 
there whofe name is Utina. I, and Airs. B. go almoft every 
day to vifxt, converfe, and read with them. T h ey are ex
ceedingly ready in taking in the meaning, and their atten
tion is unwearied. One day it was a cold wind ( for this 
country) and the natives being fo thinly cloathed, quickly 
feel i t : and indeed fo do I. The cold of hot countries is. 
more intolerable than the heat. I faid to them I will leave 
o f f : you will be cold. They anfwered quickly, “  They 
ihould not feel the cold while they were hearing about Jefus 

Chrift.” This brought Dr. W atts’ lines to my mind—

W hen he begins to tell his love 
Through every vein my paflions move,

T h e captives of his tongue :
In midnight ihades, on frofty ground,
I could attend the pleafing found,
Nor ihould I feel December cold,

Nor think the darknefs long ! ”

\Yhat can have taught thefe women thus to prize the 
knowledge of Chrift, but that fame Spirit who animated the 
poet’s breaft? A few nights ago I had read the 19th chap. 
of Luke to them. On coming away I told them to re
member that one word, Jefus Chrift came into the world 
to feek and to fave that which was loji. “  O  yes, fays Joy-
mooni, my mind’s book is open, in which I write down 

every thing that I hear about Jefus Chrift.”
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O n the other hand the Lord is exerciiing our faith and 
patience, and our regard to his caufe.: T h e  inveterate
hatred that the Bratnmhans every where ihew to the gof- 
p d , and the very name of Jefus, in which they are joined 
by many lewd fellows of the bafer fort, requires no common 
degree of felf-poffeflion, caution, and prudence. The 
feeming failure of fome we hoped well of is a fource of 
coniiderabie anxiety and grief. Faklra, after having fpoken 
before the church, went up the country with brother 
Thomas, intending to bring down his child to Serampour, 
and to be baptized in two or three fabbaths after his return. 
He had to go farther than brother T . ,  and not returning at 
the appointed time, brother T .  came without him, ex
pelling he would follow in a day or tw o: but we have not 
heard from him iince. W e fuppofe he may be detained by 
force. There is alfo a man whofe name is Gokool, who 
gave in his experience with K riftno: but his wife feeing 
what would follow, left him, and fled to her father. In 
confequence of this he did not come forward to be baptized, 
but went and it feems made it up with her upon fome fuch 
fad terms as that he ihould not come near us any more, nor 
hold converfe with Kriftno. I have not feen him fince, 
but brother Carey has. Kriftno alfo has had converfa- 
tion with him. They earneftly preffed him to be decided. 
'He anfwers, “  W hat can I do? M y mind is towards 
Chrift ; but if  I come and am baptized, my wife will leave 
me, and go to another man; and how can I endure to fee 
this ? ”— I f  his mind be truly towards Chrift, he will fome 
how or other break his fetters, and fet him at liberty.

Kriftno has a fweet natural difpofition, and is in
deed a very hopeful chara&er. He is a carpenter, and will 
I  dare fey have employment fufficient to maintain his family. 
A  gentleman in this place laid, he thought every European 

ought to employ this man, and he would fet the example. 
He has accordingly given him a good large job o f work.
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He has a brammhan, however, for a landlord, who has not 
been fo kind« but-fias ordered him to quit his houfe. 

Serampore, Feb. 5. 1801. Affe&ionately your’s

D . B .
• -----

EXTRACTS 

From Mr. W A R D ’S Journal,

Communicated to Mr. F u l l e r .

LorcVs-dci)\ Aug. 31, 1800. After dinner, brother 
Carey read and tranilated to us a moft cutting piece in verfe 
again# the brammhans, written by Ram Bojboo. “  You may 
think you are gods, fays he, and have no fin; but when you 
leave the body you will be as light as the fun, and all your 
fins will be magnified in an inconceivable manner.”  W e 
have the honour of printing the firft book that was- ever 
printed in Bengallee; and this is the firft piece in which 
brammhans have been oppofed, perhaps for thoufands of 
years. A ll their books are filled with accounts to eftabliih 
brammhanifm, and raife brammhans to the feat of God. 
Hence they are believed to be inferior gods. A ll the wa
ters of falvation in the country are fuppofed to meet in the 
foot of a brammhan. It is reckoned they have the keys of 
heaven and hell, and have power over ficknefs and health, 

life and death. O  pray that brammhanifm may come dow n!

A ll the Muffelmans feem to be univerfal reftitu- 
tutionirts. This doflrine has been long taught in this 
country; and its fuccefs feems completely to anfwer the 
wiihes of the deitroyer of fouls. A  muilelman cares very 
little about h e ll: for he conceives he fliali foon come out 
again.

Brother Pearce's add refs to the Lafcars has been 
tranilated, with a few trifling alterations by brother Carey ; 
fo that though he is dead, he yet fpeaketh, and that to the 
Hindoos.— Brother Carey addreiTed the fervants this even

ing with earneftnefs and tears,



Sep. 9. T h is evening letters and pamphlets arrived 
from New Y o rk . Mr. W illiam s, a baptift minifter there, 
and a member o f the Miffionary Society, fent them. Cap
tain Hague, fon of dear brother Hague, baptift minifter 
o f  Scarborough, brought them to Calcutta. One pamphlet 
contains an account of a glorious revival o f religion in 
America. T h e  other day we had letters from England, 
giving accounts of the African, and South-Sea miflions. 
W e  have been refrefhed.

Sep. 10. W e  were this day prefented with a pulpit, a 
prefent from Mr. D . It is a very good one. W e have 
hitherto preached before a table or defk.

Sep. 11. This evening brother Forfyth preached 
a funeral fermon for brother Fountain, from Prov. xiv. 32. 
The wicked is driven away in his wickcdnefs : but the righteous 
hath hope in his death. T h e governor and about ten others 

attended.

Lord's~dayy Sep. 14. Captain Hague, and an Ame
rican gentleman, fpent the day with us. Bharratt* faid 
this morning, “  He knew if he exercifed his judgment 
how it would b e : but he was a poor man, and what 

could he do ? I f  he loft caft, he rauft ftand two or three 
yards from every body. I f  he put water into milk, how 
could he feparate it again ? He might four it, and turn it 

into curds, it was true.”

Lord's-day, Sep. 21. Brother Carey addrefled the fer- 
vants this evening very ferioufly. Part of his difcourfe was 
founded on Matt. vii. 22, 23. Many will fay to me in that 
daŷ  &c. “  Brammhans, faid he, may come and fay, we 
have read the ihafters, waihed in the river, and pronounced 
the G y tre ; f  Muflelman’s, we have read the Koran, and

fccrifices; Portuguefe, we have taken the name of 
Chrift, and had the crucifix in our houfes : but one fen- 
tence w ill be addrefled to all, Depart I  never knew you !

» See No. VII. p. 77 , 79- 
+ The Gytrc is. a few words in Shanfcrit, which are fb facrcd that 

a Sooder would be affrighted to hear them.
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Lord*s-dayy% Sep. 28. T h e people were all engaged to 
day in the wotffhip of the goddefs Dhoorga, inflamed and 
almoft jaded to death with her infernal orgies. T h e coun
tenance given by Europeans encourages them much in their 
idolatries. W e are told that one evening laft week feveral 
ftreets in Calcutta were almoft filled with the palanquins 
o f Europeans, going to fee the worihip of Dhoorga. T h e  
mufic and dancing, 1 fuppofe, attract attention.— Brother 
Carey difcourfed this evening to the fervants from Matt, 
vii. 24— 27. He recounted the do&rine he had taught in 
Chrift’s name, and brought home the doom of thofe who 
difregarded him. T h e figure of the houfe built on the fand 
is very forcible in this country. In the dry feafon the 
river is very much dried up; fo that many fiihermen build 
houfes on the fands. By and by the rains come on in tor
rents j north-weft winds blow in hurricanes; and the 
floods come. Thefe houfes are then fwept away like 
chaff. “ I f  you fall into hell, faid he, what Brammhan, 
or Debtah, or Peer will help you then? W hat can 
Dhoorga do for you, who is made one day, and two or 
three days afterwards tiirown into the river! ”

Oft. 1. In walking out this evening I difcovered 
that brother Marjhman had begun his miffionary career. 
I found him in one of the ftreets, or roads, addreffing about 
half-a-fcore of the natives.— I was much refreihed and en
couraged this evening by the prayers of Felix and William 

Carey in my room.

Oft. 3. Brother Marihman having direfted the chil

dren in the Bengallee fchool to write out a piece, written 
by brother Fountain, (a kind of catechifm) the fchool-mafter 
reported yefterday that all the boys would leave rhe fchool 
rather than write i t ; that it was defigned to make them 
lofe caft, and make them Feringas; that is3 perfons who 
have defcended from thofe who were formerly converted 
by the papifts, and who are to this day held in the greateft 

contempt by the Hindoos. From this you may gather 
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how much contempt a converted native would meet with. 
W e  propofe to explain to their parents that the children 
will never be compelled to do any thing that will make them 
lofe caft} that though we abhor the caft, we do not wifh 
any to lofe it, but by their own choice. After this we 
fhall infift on the children doing what they have been or
dered.— This week a native doctor from Calcutta called 
on brother Carey on purpofe to know all about us. He 
faid “ He had paid no regard to the Hindoo books for 
twelve years. He kept his credit by holding his tongue. 
He did not think any Hindoos would be converted, they 

were fuch great fcoundrels. ”

Oft. 8. A  few of the oldeft fchool-bovs have with
drawn themfelves from fchool, under the fear, as they 
have faid, of being fent on board fhips, and taken to Eng

land. T h e reft are willing to write any thing we give 
them. T h ey  learn to read by writing. A ll words are 
pronounced as they are fpelt.

Oft. 15. W e this day received a prefent, from a 
much refpe&ed friend, o f ninety rupees; and an account 
of a very favourable change in a deift, by reading Leland’s 
Review of the Deijiical writerj, a book which was lent 
from our library.

Oft. 17. This day a letter arrived from Dinagepour
from M r .  who acknowledges having received good
from the miniftry of our brethren at that city, and from 
witneifing the death of brother Fountain. He exprefles 
his defire to purfue the things which pertain to his eternal 

welfare.

Lord's-day, Oft. 19. T h is morning brother Carey 
Vent out before breakfaft. W e foon collected a pretty 
good congregation, who iiftened and itaid very well. He 
preached with a good deal o f life. Brother Thomas 
preached to day in Engliih. Three Americans, three 
Engliih officers, and four Danes were in the number of 
our hearers. Our American friends ftaid the day. In the



evening a brammhan faid to brother C ., “  You may mind 
Jefus Chrift i f  you choofe it j but I will not. I want 

money.”

Oft. 21. Laft week I began to fpeak to the natives 
in Bengallee. This evening Felix and I went out. He 
for the fjrft time attempted to preach the gofpel. He fpoke 
for half-an-hour; and I have feldom heard a fermon better 
fuited to teach the bewildered minds of thefe people. It 
was ftriking, fimple, and very evangelical.

Lords-day  ̂ Ofi. 26. Bharratt told brother Carey to 
day what the people talked among themfelves— cc Fop- 
“  merly, fay they, here were no white people amongit 
“  us. N ow  the Engliih have taken the country, and it 
“  is getting full of whites. N ow  alfo the white men’s 
<£ ihafter is publiihing. Is it not going to be fulfilled 

which is written in our ihafters, that all /ball be of one 
"  cajl; and w ill not this caft be the goipel ? ”

OEi. 28. This morning we met for the fecond time 
to hold a prayer meeting, for fuccefs to this million.— Felix 
and I agreed to go out together four times a week. I im
prove by pra&ice. I can fay a little j and what I cannot 
underftand of the replies of the natives, he explains. He 
was fifteen years old the 20th of this month,

Lord*-day, A to ~j . 2. This forenoon a Hindoo Chrif- 
tian came to our houfe, a member of the Daniih congrega
tion at Tranquebar. His grandfather was a heathen. 
His father had been a Roman Catholic, but became a 
Lutheran. He fays the number o f chriftians is very great. 
T h ey  have veay large fchools. He was in one fixteen 
years. His knowledge of the fcriptures is pretty exten* 
five. He will eat with Europeans. He fays they do not 
admit immoral perfons into connexion. His confeflion of 
faith appears to be fimple. He pr%ys to Chrift for pardon ; 
without which the world is worthlefs. If he hath love in 
his heart, love doth nothing that is bad.”  He fays, Father
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Swartz was the means of converting the king of Tanjore, 
who was privately chriftened. A t the death of Mr. Swartz 
this king came and wept over him, faying, lt I have loft 
my father, and my friend; what (hall I do?”  Numbers 
came from all parts, and throwing themfelves on his 
grave, ftaid weeping for three days.

Nov. 4. T h is  morning we had our prayer-meeting 
us ufual, which was opened by an add refs from brother 
Thomas. When it was over, fix or e'ght natives arrived 
to hear the word, and get books of Matthew. Brother T .  
talked warmly to them for an hour. After dinner we 
difcafled the cafe of one of brother T . ’s fervants whofe name 
is Faklra, who has engaged with him in prayer, has 
heard the word with a tender mind for twelve months, 
appeared a man of integrity during that time, and declares 
his belief in Chrift, and renunciation of the Hindoo wor- 
Ihlp. He fays he will now delay no longer to put on 
Chrift.—-While we were difcuffing this cafe, five or fix 
other natives came to hear and get books.

“  Sweet is the work my God, my K in g ! ”

After writing the above, Felix and I went out. As 
we returned, we found brother T . ,  with a little boy by 
his fide, and a congregation before him. He was one of 
our fchool-children. Brother T .  had been reading under 
a tree, and the child came up to him, and made his falem 
(his bow.) Brother T .  aiked him, what he knew? He 
faid he knew Eihor (God.) And what elfe? “  I know 

Jefus Chrift. ”  Brother T .  was much pleafed, and began 
to fpeak to the people. A t the clofe, brethren Carey and 

Marfhman came up. They had been at the requeft of a 
native to a neighbouring village. T h e  head man of the 
village had got a book of Matthew. They fat down. 
T h e  head man read, and brother Carey expounded. Bro
ther C . was much pleafed to find that the tranilation was 

fo well underfbod. T h e  man fometimes afiifted him in 
expounding.



Nov. 5. This evening a Tick lady, who had lately 
put in at Serampour from Calcutta for her health, attended 
our family worihip. She appeared to be near unto death. 
It was her intention to have gone higher up the river; 
but finding that ihe became worfe in the boat, (he defired 
to be landed at the firft place where ihe could get a bed. 
One or two of our fitters called at the Inn one day: ihe 
enquired about the fchool, and aiked if we could help her 
to a prayer-book. Brother Marihman fent her a friendly 
note with two other books to read; and from this ihe was 
encouraged to come and enquire farther refpeciing her 
fa 1 vat ion.

Nov 7. A  number of natives have been within thefe 
few days to get books of Matthew, &c. Brother Thomas’ 
fervant, Faklra, has been to prayer two or three times in 
my room, and declares himfelf willing to renounce caft 
whenever we choofe to baptize him. By a letter from 
brother Powell I underftand that Mr. Fernandez longs for 
the day to arrive when he (hall be baptized. Felix alfo 
looks forward to that time with joy. This evening bro
ther Carey had the greateft conflict with the brammhans, 
and the greateft vi£tory over them that I ever rejoiced in. 
I f  the apoftles rejoiced that the devils were fubje£t to them, 
my joy was fomewhat like theirs on this occafion. W e 
were going to a neighbouring village; but they flopped us, 
and would have brother Carey go and difpute with a very 
great brammhan. One of the firft topics refpecbed the 
origin of moral e v il; or who was accountable for fin, God 
or man ? Brother C. aiked, I f  it were God, how is it 
that there is a hell ? This they'admit, and to this he was 
unable to anfwer. T h e  brammhan alledged that this was 
the Kallee Ysge; * and that it was in vain for a man to hope 
to become holy till this period was expired. Then faid 
brother C ., There can oe no harm in killing a brammhan, 

or in a brammhan eating with an Engliihman in Kallee

* A particular sera in the Hindoo Chronology.
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Y o g e i— Another brammhan declared that he was God, 
that he was a debtah, &c. However that may be, faid bro
ther C ., you will very foon die like a man. He then ap
proached near to this god, and looking him full in the face, 
addreiTed fome very cutting things to him. “  Seeft thou a 
man wife in his own conceit, faid he, there is more hope 
o f  a fool than o f him. ”  He charged him with being a 
finner, and a great finnerj told him his mind was as hard 
as a ftone, as impenetrable as marble: but when God 
ihould call him to account for his fins, efpecially for the 
fin o f charging God with being the finner, while he called 
himfelf h oly; he would be tender enough ! He then alked 
brother C , i f  he were not a finner? O  yes, faid he; but I 
confefs it, and do not call God a finner, and myfelf holy. 
He was fo compleatly mortified as to be glad to fneak off. 
Brother C. then aiked thofe who remained, W hat their 
minds could learn of God, while they looked at an idol of 
wood or ftone; whereas if  they fixed their eyes on any of 
God’s works, they were full of inftru&ion. He alfo 
attempted repeatedly to introduce Chrift and him crucified; 
but they would immediately manifeft the utmoft diflike of 
the very name of him. N ay, in their turn they com
mended Creeftmoo, and invited brother C . to believe in 
him. Appoint a day, faid he, for giving me the poiton, 

and making me a brammhan! They faid u He could not 
be a brammhan. ”  W hat then, faid he, you want to make 

a Sooder o f me ? I wifb to make you my equals; but you 
want to bring me under you !

Lord's-daj) Nov. 9. When brother C. told the Sooders 
not to mind the brammhans, a brammhan replied, “  You 
may tell them to mind Jefus C hrift; but I know they will 

not.”

T h is day the Hindoo Chriftian from the coaft dined 
with us j and we had no little pleafure in having a Hindoo 
at our table, fuperior to the vulgar error of the caft. I 

got from him an interefting account o f the Hate o f the
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mi ilion on the Coaft, which Í ihall fend perhaps to brother 
Ityland.

On going out this evening we found a poor deftittite 
Hindoo, far from his own home, periihing under a tree. 
W e  brought him to our houfe, and gave him food and 
medicines: but in this degradation he has all the pride of a 
brámmhán. I f  a perfon fetch him water, he muft not 
touch the veflel; but let it down into the river by a fixing ! 
Almoft every day people are coming to our houfe for copies 
o f Matthew.

Nov. 15. There is a great deal of patience and felf- 
denial required in collecting our congregations, and bear
ing with all their interruptions and wanderings. Y ou ftand 
by the fide of a ftreet, or lane— A  man paffes— you aik 

him how he does; or whither he is going ?— Sometimes, 
he replies, and at other times will go on, taking no notice 
o f you— Sometimes he will ftay till he has heard your mef- 
fage, and then fets off— If he flop, another flops, and 
another, and fo on till a congregation is gathered. W hen 
you arc in the middle of your difcourfe, half perhaps ftieer 
off— fome more come— a brammhan interrupts yo u ,lc W h y 
cannot the river wain from fin?”  O r fome fuch quef- 
tion— T e ll them they are in the way to everlafting ruin ; 
perhaps one will anlwer, “  Sahib’s words are very fine—  
Sahib knows all flutters— thefe are fliafter words! ”  Then 
he w ill make his falem and depart.

Nov. 21. This evening Faklra was in my room, 
when I engaged in prayer for the firft time in Bengallee: 
Felix followed. W e had fome very fweet converfetion. 
He clafped the book of Matthew to his heart, and faid he 
would never part with it, even if brother Thomas, fliould 
forfake him. He faid when he firft worked for brother T . ,  
he had sixteen rupees a month: but when he heard the 
words o f Chrift, he got fo much happinefs that he would 
not leave brother T . ,  though his wages were reduced to 

four or five rupees. He brought forward of his own ac-
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cord, the parable o f the muftard feed, as defcriptive of the 
growth of religion in the heart, and in this country. “  Some 
were faying, This is Sahib’s Eihor— Sahib’s fliafter—— 

others faid other things— By hearing and reading again and 
again it would grow and grow, till it  became a great tree, 

and filled the country.”  He is a poor man, juft able to 
read j but is not deftitute of fenfe. Felix related to him 

the account of Paul’s converfion, which he had not heard 
before. He was much pleafed.

Nov. 25. This morning brother T .  was called to 
fet a man’s arm which had been diflocated. After the ope
ration, he difcourfed on the gofpel for fome time. T h e  
man whofe name is Kriftno, (according to the name of one 
o f their gods) wept and fobbed, and exclaimed. Gokool, 
whofe houfe is juft by, was ftanding over him.— This 
evening Faklra was examined by the church in order to 

baptifra. He gave a fliort and iitnple account o f the im- 
prei£ons made on his mind by the gofpel, and which was 
very fatisfaclory. Brother C . told him, he muft never 
countenance, in any way, more reverence to a brammhan, 
than to a fooder; that he muft never worlhip the river, 
nor give a dead body to i t ; that he muft not marry after 
the heathen manner j that he muft never eat any thing of
fered to an idol 5 but in other refpeils he might eat or not 
eat what he pleafed. He frankly agreed to all this. Bre
thren C . and T .  prayed; and we all ftanding, fung with 
new feelings,

“  Praife God from whom all bleflings flow, Sec.”

Each brother ihook Faklra by the hand; the reft 
your imagination will fupply.

Nov. 27. This forenoon brother T .  and Faklra went 

up the country. He is gone among his relations, and to 
fetch his child.

Nov. 27. Kriftno, the man whofe arm was fet, over
took Felix and I, and faid he would come to our houfe
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daily for inftru&ion; for that we had not only cured his 
arm, but brought him the news of falvation.

Dec. i .  Gokool and Kriftno have been in my room 
this evening. I faid a little. Felix went through the bible 
to them, prefled the word of falvation, and prayed ferventiy 
with and for them. They declare that they wiih to hear 

continually o f  our Saviour.

Dec. 5. Yefterday evening Gokool and Kriftno 
prayed in my room. This morning Gokool called upon 
us, and told us that his wife and two or three more of his fa
mily had left him on account of the gofpel. He had eaten of 
Kriftno’s rice, who being of another caft, Gokool had loft 
his. Kriftno fays his wife and family are all deiirous of 
becoming chriftians. They declare their willingnefs to 
join us, and obey all our Saviour’s commands. Gokool and 
his .wife had a long ta lk ; but ihe continued determined, 
and is gone to her relations.

Dec. 6. This morning brother C. and I went to 
Kriftno’s houfe. Every thing was made very clean. T h e 
women fat within the houfe, the children at the door, and 
K . and Gokool with brother C. and I in the court. T h e 
houfes of the poor are only calculated for ileeping in. Bro
ther C. talked ; and the women appeared to have learned 
more of the gofpel than we expe&ed. They declared for 
Chrift at once. This work was new, even to brother C . 
A  whole family defiring to hear the gofpel, and declaring 
in favour o f i t ! K . ’s wife faid, ihe had received great joy 
from it.

Lord's-day, Dec. 7. This morning brother C. went 
to K . ’s houfe, and fpoke to a yard-full o f people, who 
heard with great attention, though trembling with cold. 
Brother B. is very poorly. K . ’s wife and her fifter were 
to have been with us in the evening; but the women have 
many fcruples to fitting in the company of Europeans. 
Some of them fcarcely ever go out, but to the river; and 

V o l .  If. R



1 2 3
-»-e» «*<?*-

i f  they meet a European, run away. Sometimes when we 
have begun to fpeak in a ftreet, fome one defires us to re
move to a little diftance ; for the women dare not come by 
us to fill their jars at the river. W e  always obey.

Dec. i i .  Gokool, Kriftno and family, continue to 
feek after the word, and profefs their entire willingnefs to 
join us. T h e  women feem to have learnt that fin is a 
dreadful thing, and tp have received joy in hearing of 
Jefus Chrift. W e fee them all every day almoft. T h ey  
live but about half-a-mile from us. W e  think it right to 
make many allowances for ignorance, and for a ftate o f mind 
produced by a corrupt fuperftition. W e  therefore cannot 
think of demanding from them, previous to baptifm, more 
than a profeffion of dependance on Chrifl, from a knowledge of 
their need of him, and fubmijjion to him in all things.— W e 
now begin to talk o f baptifm. Yefterday we fixed upon 
the fpot, before our gate, in the river. W e  begin to talk 
alfo of many other things concerning the difcipled natives. 
T h is  evening Felix and I went to G .’s houfe. K . and 
his wife and a brammhan were prefent. I faid a little. Fe
lix  read the four laft chapters of John to them, and fpoke 
alfo. W e fat down upon a piece of mat in the front of the 
houfe. (N o chairs.) It was very pleafant. T o  have 
natives who feel a little as we do ourfelves, is fo new and 

different. T h e country itfelf fecms to wear a new afpe£t 

to me.

Dec. 13. This evening Felix and I went to fee our 
friends G . and K . T h e latter was out. G . gave a pleaf- 
ing account o f the ftate o f his mind, and alfo of that o f K . 
and his family. W hile we were there, G .’s Goroo, 
(teacher) came for the firft time fince his lofing caft. G . 
refufed to proftrate himfelf at his feet while he fhould put 
his foot on his head; for which his Goroo was difpleafed. 
He ftaid long enough however to hear Felix give an ac
count of his own converfion. G . invited his Goroo to go 
to  our houfe and hear the whole jof the.word. He promifed. 
Felix told of the fufferings of the Moravian miffionaries in



Greenland. K . ’s wife flood behind the hedge and liilened 
attentively. G . faid he had read fince wednefday, Mark, 
Luke, John, and almoft the A ds of the Apoftles.

Lord' s-day, Dec. 14. Brother B. continues very ill. 
Surely the Lord will not cut off another of his unworthy 
fervants; though in fa£t we frequently acknowledge to 
each other our unfitnefs for this great work.

Dec. 15. This morning we received a letter from 
brother T . ,  informing us that when they arrived at Etinda, 
( brother T . ’s houfe ) Faklra went farther, promifing to 
return to him in three days, in order to come to Serampour : 
but that the day he wrote was the fifth day, and he was not 
returned. W e are not without our apprehenfions that he is 
gone back to the heathen.— Brother Brunfdon is exceed
ingly ill. Shall we lofe a third brother, in little more than 
a year? Have pity upon us, Oh Lord!

Dec. 17. Brother Thomas returned; but without Fa
klra. Soon ofter his arrival he put brother B. into the 
warm bath,

Dec. 18. Brother B. is rather better. T h e warm 
bath has produced a good effect.

Dec. 19. Gokool faid a Than had been aiking him whe
ther God did not make fin? He anfwered, 41 How can 
that be, finre God came into the world to die for it, and 
deftroy it r ”

Dec. 20. T h e fick lady, mentioned in my journal of 
Nov. 5, died a few days fince at Calcutta, apparently in a 

happy ftate. One or two of our brethren frequently vifited 
her when at this place.

Dec. 22. This day Gokool and Kriftno came to eat 
Tiffin (what in England is called luncheon) with us, and 
thus publickly threw away their caft. Brethren Carey and 
Thomas went to prayer with the two natives before they 
pruceeded to this aft. A ll our fervants were aftoniihed 
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fo many had faid, that nobody would ever mind Chrift, or 
lofe caft. Brother T .  has waited fifteen years, and thrown 
away much upon deceitful characters: brother C. has waited 
till hope of his own fuccefs has almoft expired: and after 
all, God has done it with perfect eafe ! Thus the door of 
feith is opened to the gentiles ; W ho fhall ihut it ? T h e 
chain of the caft is broken; W ho {hall mendit? —  This 
evening, Gokool, Kriftno, Rafoo his wife, and his wife’s 
iifter, came to make profefiion of the name of Chrift, in 
order to be baptized. Before we began, the women had 
fame tea with us, or rather in my room by themfelves; 
for being poor people they are aihamed to fit at table. Felix 
ipoke firft ; and his account was very fatisfa&ory. Gokool 
came forward next. He faid, before we came he had been 
years in fearching for a way of happinefs in poojahs, holy 
places in the river, & c .; but all in vain. When he heard 
$he word o f Chrift he could not reft. He talked to Kriftna 
about the agitation of his mind. He and another man fat 
up a whole night talking about it. He had great fears 
about his fins. When aiked how he loft thejn, he faid, 
44 T h ey  went away in thinking on Chrift.”  He renoun
ced all hope from his former worihip, and all farther con
nexion with it. He faid he was now Ch rift’s fervant. 
W hatever he faid, that he wiihed to do. When aiked, 
W hether he thought the Hindoo Shafters true or falfe? 
He faid he could not fpeak decidedly what in them was true 
or falfe; but this he knew, that they did not point out 
the way of falvation. W e were well fatisfied. Kriftno’s 
wife’s fitter firft heard of Chrift from Gokool. Her ac
count was clear and fimple; and indeed, confidering how 
little time she had heard, it aftoniihed us all. Her fifter, 

■whom we expected would fay but little, pleafed us much. 
T h ey  both acknowledged that Chrift’s words had made 
their minds tender; had removed their fins; and that he 

was all to them: that the debtahs were nothing, and the 
bieiling or curfe o f a brammhan nothing. [ Mr. Carev, 

fpeaking of Joymoonfs experience, fays, 44 When ihe h<?ar4

124



of Chrift, ftie made him her 41 afroy; ”  which means, a 
a houfe built for the refuge of a Jogee, (one who has for- 
faken his a l l ) in a wood. It may mean refuge in Englilh 5 

but no Engliih word comes up to its full fenfe.] Kriftno 
concluded. He had heard as well as Gokool, the word 
from the mouth of brother Fountain, not without fomc 
effect. When his arm was diflocated, under the words of 
brother T .  he was much affeiled. He repeated two or 
three things brother T .  had faid which ftruck his mind. 
Their hearts, to ufe the words of Gokool, feemed “  nailed 
to C h r i f t a n d  this was the fubftance of all they faid. 
After we had fung u Salvation, O  the joyful found,”  bro
ther C. concluded in prayer. Brother T .  is almoft over

come with joy.

Dec. 23. This forenoon Gokool came to tell us 
that Kriftno and his whole family were in confinement! 
Aftoniihing news ! It feems the whole neighbourhood, as 
foon as it was noifed abroad that thefe people had loft caft, 
was in an uproar. It is faid that two thoufand people were 
aflembled, pouring their anathemas on thefe new converts. 
T h ey  dragged them to the Daniih magiftrate. He dif- 
miffed them with commendations for lofing caft. They 
were brought back under a freih charge, that K . refiifed to 
deliver up his daughter to a man contra<5ted in marriage 
to her. W hile they were detained on this charge, G . 
arrived. Brethren C. and M. went to the magiftrate. 
He was out. They went to the governor. On their 
arrival they found that the governor had fet them at liberty, 

and had allured the girl ihe ihould not be compelled to 
marry the man againft her own confent. T h e governor 
alfo promifed that we ihould not be interrupted in our bap-, 
tifrn. T h e minds of the parties had been preferved in 
much calmnefs. Brother T .  Felix and I vifited them this 
ofternoon. W e found them calm and unmoved, hearing 
the word with joy. O  that men would praife the Lord 
for his goodnqis! This has been a day o f great joy.
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Dec. 24. This forenoon the Governor called upon 
us. A t our requeft he had fent a Sepoy to watch at K . ’s 
houfe laft night. Every thing was quiet. T h e Governor 
faid, the man who wiihed to marry K . ’s daughter had been 
w ith him this morning to endeavour to obtain her. T h e  
Governor denied him. He told us, however, that he 
thought it would be prudent to bring the girl into our 
premifes, if not the whole family, till the baptizing day. 
He was afraid the girl might be murdered. She is come 
to fleep at our houfe this evening.

Dec. 27. This day at noon Kriftno came to tell us 
that Gokool and the women wiihed to put oft their bap- 
tifm for two or three Lord’s-days. The brother of K . ’s 
wife had been calling them fools. He had alfo complained 
to It, that iince he was becoming a chriftian, he ihould 
have nobody to throw him into the river after he was dead.
G .’s wife is returned to a neighbour’s, with feveral of her 
friends, I fuppofe to try to make it up. Brother C. has 
talked a deal to G . and the women. W e have little hope 
however o f their being baptized to-morrow. K . went with 
Felix and me into the high-way a preaching. After a 
happy opportunity we returned. K . faid he would go with 
us every Lord’s-day that he might learn to fpeak to others 
alfo. He declared that he would come and be baptized to 
morrow. W e met a man who infulted K .,  on account o f 
his renouncing Hindooifm. It is common for the natives 
to addrefs one another in proverbs and couplets. T h is man 
made a rhyme at poor K . ’s expence, as follows—

Kriftno ! tumi ka ? Kriftno ! who are you ?

Shoitaner gon—  T h e  devil’s own—
Noroka tumor fhinghafon ! In hell your throne !

Kriftno fmiled, and gave a reafon for his change, which 

was, that in confeffing and forfaking his fin, and laying 
hold upon Chrift, he ihould get falvation.

Lord’s-day, Dec. 28. T h is  morning Kriftno came to 

be baptized, but neither Gokool nor the women. I preached
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on the fubje&. A  good number o f Europeans were prefent. 
W e  then went to the river’s fide. T h e Governor, a num
ber of Europeans, Portuguefe, Hindoos, and Muflelmans 
attended. W e  began by finging in Bengallee,

“  Jefus, and fhall it ever be,

A  mortal man afham’d of thee ? Sec”

Brother Carey then fpoke for a fhort time in Bengallee; 
declaring that we did not think the river facred— it was 
water only; and the perfon about to be baptized from among 
them, by this a£t profefled to put off all the debtahs and all 
fins, and to put on Chrift. After prayer he went down into 
the water, taking his fon Felix in his right hand, and bap
tized him, ufing Engliih words. After this, Kriftno went 
down and was baptized; the words in Bengallee. All was 
filence and attention. T h e  Governor could not reftrain his 
tears ; and almoft every one feemed to be ftruck with the fo- 
lemnity of this (to them) new and facred ordinance. I never 
faw, even in the moft orderly congregation in England, any 
thing more decent and imprefftve. Y e  gods of ftone and 
clay ! Did ye not tremble when in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, one o f your votaries ihook you as 
the duft from his feet ? When K . came from dreffing ( and 
here it is a very fhort w ork) a German lady *  who had 
been witnefs to the ceremony, took him by the hand, and 
held him for fome moments; and though unable to make 
him underftand a fingle word, I could fee that ihe thanked 
him from her heart for renouncing the worfhip of devils. 
— T o  fee brother C. leading down into the water, on the 
fame day, his eldeft fon, a miiHonary, at fifteen years of 
age, and the firft converted native who had fortitude fuf- 
ficient to renounce his caft, was indeed an interefting fpec- 
tacle! Brother B. lay in the palanquin to fee it. In the 
afternoon the Lord’s-fupper was celebrated in Bengallee 
for the firft time. How amiable are thy tabernacles, O
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Lord of Hofts ! Kriftno at the clofe faid he was full o f 
joy. Felix and I accompanied him to his houfe. W e  
fcarcely knew whether Gokool and the women wiihed to 
hear of Chrift. I talked to them with unufual feeling. 
Felix talked alfo; and Kriftno opened his heart, and the 
proceedings of the day to them. About nine o’clock he 
came to our houfe joyfully to tell us that Gokool and the 
women were brought again to wifh for baptifm, with their 
minds towards our Saviour, and that when Mr. Fernandez 
came they would be baptized. Blefled day !

Dec. 29. A ll the Bengallee children have left the 
fchool; and at prefent it is given up.— There feems to be 
a very great fermentation in the minds of the people. 
Gokool fays a thouiand people have clapped their hands and 
hiiTed at him; nor can we pafs along but the name of our 
Saviour is pronounced with a fneer. T o  day the Gover
nor fent us a note which he had received from a very great 

Hindoo at Calcutta, preffing him to give up Kriftno’s 
daughter to the man who wants to have her. Brother C . 
went to him. He fays he (hall never give her up, nor 
notice any of their complaints, while he fees we make ufe 

o f no undue means to bring the people from Hindooifm.

Jan. 1. 1801. This morning brethren C. and M . 
went down to Calcutta. During their abfence Mr. Fer

nandez, and fon, and Mr. Powel, arrived from Dinage- 
pour in good health.

Lord's-day, Jan. 4. Kriftno, his wife’s fifter and his 
daughter, were at the fervant’s worihip. K . ’s wife has been 
repeatedly to hear finging in honour of Creeihnoo, (their 
god.) Her huiband could not diifuade her from it.

Jan. 6. This evening while Felix and I were at

Kriftno’s, his wife returned. As foon as fhe faw us, ihe
cried out, lt There he fits with a Feringa ! ”  *

* See the Journal of Oil. 3. p. 113.
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Jan. 8. A  very encouraging letter arrived from
M r. - —, in which he relates a converfation betwixt him
and a deift at Dinagepour, who acknowledges the fruit of 
examining the bible muft end in a convi&ion of its truth ; 
but excufed himfelf under the plea that to do fo was analo
gous to drinking brandy, which produces intoxication.—  
When Kriftno left us laft night, a European, whom he 
does not know, addreffed him in the ftreet, and aiked him 
refpe£ting his late profeffion of chriftianity, “  W hat he 
got for it, &c. ? ”  K . faid, “  He got nothing, but much 
joy and comfort: it was the work of love. ” It was re
ported that we had given thefe people feveral hundred ru
pees for loiing caft. T h e man aiked many queftions, and 
at length told him, he was very glad to hear what he had 
to fay, and putting a rupee into his hand, which K . at 
fir ft refufed, went away.

This afternoon I called upon Mr. — , a fcotch gen
tleman, who has taken refuge here after having met with 
fome heavy lofles. He gave me an account which did 
my mind much good. He fays he received a religious 
education, which reftrained him a good deal till he came 
into this country, when he was like other Europeans. 
T e n  years ago his troubles came on. They failed however 
to produce any good upon him. He came to Serampour 
five years fmce: but he continued ftill without God, till he 
attended our worihip, when he felt a new kind of joy, and 
union to us. Since then, he has read almoft all the molt valu
able books of our library; and has been a conftant attendant 
on our miniftry. Now he fays, his moil precious hours are 
at a throne of grace; his bible is a new book; his afflictions 
appear in a new and interefting lig h t; the law is new j the 
plan of falvation is precious; he feels fo much depravity, 
that his only hope and refuge is the grace and ftrength of 

Chrift.

Jan. 9. K . ’s wife has promifed that ihe will go no 
more to the idol worihip. She owns her fault, and fays. 
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<£ She was led to commit it becaufe having none but 
daughters, and her hufband not being in a very good ftate 
o f health, fhe was afraid nobody would provide for her, if  
he ihould die. ”  She was told, that thofe who truly gave 
themielves up to Chrift, after doing all they could for a 
livelihood, i f  that was inefficient, might expedt to ihare 
our loaf.— Every night almoft, we are fowing, fowing, 
fowing, amidft the curfes and ridicule of the devil . . . .  in 
the brammhans.

Jan. 12. T h e  brammhans, and the young people 
Ihew every degree of contempt; and the name of Chrift is 
become a bye-word, like the name methodljl in England 
formerly. I was much grieved to day becaufe of the hard- 
iiefs of their hearts.— In the evenino; we had a church 
meeting, when we had the joy of receiving amongft us 
M r. Fernandez. His name is fragrant in the country, and 
he is precious to us.

Jan. 13. This evening Felix and I went to K /s. 
W hile I was fpeaking, a woman feemed to be touched with 
the word. I was pleafed with feeing the tears on her 
cheeks; but I thought no more about it, till K . fpoke of 
it at our houfe at night.— This day letters arrived from 
England of the date of June 13. 1800, from brother 
Ryland and brother Fuller.— K . ’s gift in prayer grows 
faft. He fays, wherever he fits, he tells the words of 

Chrift. Some hear, fome mock. Gokool never comes 
to us. He fits melancholy in the houfe.

Jan. 15. A t our experience meeting to-night, K . 
laid,4 “  Christ is my joy, my hope, my all.”  I f  ever 
worldly things draw his mind from Chrift, he fays to it, 
a  Mind, why doft thou leave Chrift ? There is no other 
Saviour— I f  thou leave him, thou falleft into hell— I charge 
thee, mind, that thou keep clofe to Chrift ! ”  He has 

lately had a prayer-i^eeting in his family:— firft he en
gaged, then his wife, then his wife’s fifter, and afterwards 
his daughter.
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Lord’s-day, Jan. 18. T h is morning Mr. Fernandez 
and Joymooni ( K . ’s wife’s filler) were baptized, about 
9 o’clock. No notice having been given, only a few peo
ple were prefent.— In the afternoon, Felix, Mr. Fernandez, 
and myfelf went to K . ’s houfe. A  number o f itrangers 
came into the yard, and heard Felix attentively. He 
fpoke well on the way of falvation by Chrift. This is 
almoft exciufively his topic. Joymooni feemed full of joy. 
Kriftno himfelf was abfent a part o f the time, a native 
having taking him a walk to know the meaning of this 
itrange business— this new feet.

Jan. 22. K . at our evening meeting faid, “  His 
chief thoughts now were about the falvation o f others;”  
that he faid to Chrift, “  Come, and I will give thee a 
throne in my heart; there I will worihip thee; and I will 
invite others to admire thine excellencies.” Joymooni faid, 
K She had found a treafure in Chrift greater than every 
thing elfe in the world.”

Lvrds-day, Jan. 25. I preached in Engliih from, God 
forbid that I  Jhould glory, fave in the crofs, &c. W e had a 
comfortable opportunity at the Lords-fupper. Four new 
members, and all the old ones : two from among the hea
then.— A  box arrived yefterday with letters, pamphlets, 
and parcels from England! W e were much refreihed.

Jan. 28. This day Mr. Fernandez, Mr. Powell, 
M r., Mrs., and Mifs Thomas took leave of us for Dina- 
gepour. Mr. F. left his fon at our fchool. He faw fome 
of the letters from England, the fpirit of which afFe&red 
him. He exprefled his forrow for being obliged to leave 
u s ; faid he never was in fuch a happy family— He fbed 
many tears. T h e night before they left us we had a very 
happy meeting. T h e queftion was difcufled, What farther 
could we do for the fpread of the gofpel ? It was recom- 
rnended both to brother P. and brother F . to talk to the

S 2
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natives as much as poffible. T  he latter fpeaks Englifh, 
Portuguefe, Hindooftanee, and Bengallee. Both our bre
thren feein delirous of making known the gofpel to the 
natives ; but brother F. is very diffident.

Feb. 4. K . ’s landlord w ill not let him live in his 
houfe. T h e brammhans would turn him out of the world, 

i f  they could: but we ought to be content, if  the fervant 
be as his Lord.

Feb. 5. Sifter M . is this day returned from Calcutta, 
having had the opinion of Dr. Hare on her cafe. The 
Do&or fpeaks favourably.— This evening at meeting, Joy
mooni faid, “  She was formerly in prifon. T h e light of the 
goipel came to her prifon door, and ihe got out. N ow  her 
prayer was that Satan might imprifon her no more. She 
recalled to her mind continually the fufferings of Chrift.’* 
Unna, (the woman mentioned in my Journal of Jan. 13.) 

comes conftantly with the other women to our houfe. She 
faid the other day to brother C ., u Formerly I never faw 
m y iin s; but now I perceive that I am in a fea of fin.”  
She begged to be prayed for as a great fmner,

Feb. 7. This day we have finijhed compoftng the New 
Tejiament. For about a month at firft we had a brammhan 
compofitor; but we were quite weary of him. Then bro
ther B. Felix and I did it. Brother B. being taken ill, 
Felix and I made ihift ourfelves. W e kept four preflmen 
conftantly employed, and God has honoured us with fi- 
niihing it. I have not had an hour’s illnefs fince I left 
England. W e have been about nine months on the N ew 
Teftament.— Felix fpoke this evening with more freedom 
and force than ufual. T h e congregation kept increafing 
during the difcourfe. T h e natives were much affe&ed. 

H o! H o! H o! Ho! (a found of furprife and approbation) 
went round again and again. T h e depravity of man—-the 
inefficacy o f the Hindoo religion— the death of Chrift—  
and the day of judgment, were the iubje&s handled. A  
brammhan who had infulted us a night or two before, came
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in the midft of the difcourfe ; but the number and feriauf- 
nefs o f the people over-awed him.

Feb. 13. Gokool did not fpeak to Kriftno for fome 
time. His wife forbad him. Y et he was very often feen 
reading the fcriptures. This week he afked K . to walk 
put in the fields. He complained that he could go no 
where. His ihop was gone j he had little or nothing to 
eat; and if  he became a chriftian his wife would leave him

 what ihould he do?— K . keeps up family worfhip,
morning and evening.— This evening Unna came before 
the church and made profeilion of Chrift, which was fatis- 
fadlory. She heard from K .’s family— She has alfo heard 
others, and lately has been a conftant attendant. K .’s 
wife was prefent; and thefe two perfons propofe being bap
tized on Lord’s-day feven-night. K . ’s daughter alfo ap
pears to be much attached to the gofpel. Kriftno is about 
35 years old. His wife and Joymooni her fitter, may be 
about the fame age. T h ey have 4 children. Unna is a 
widow of about forty. She has a daughter married.—  - 
And now, my dear brother F ., pray for me! I fometimes 
look forward to the hour when I flhall fee you again— and 

Pearce— and Francis— and Ryland— &c. &c. O h what a 
world of dear friends !

Serampore, Feb. 14. 1801. W . W A R D .*
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E X T R A C T S  

From 3Ir. M A R S IIM A N ’S  Journal. 

(Communicated in a Letter to Dr. Ryland.)

Sep. 15, 1800. I went to the fchool this afternoon, 
and diftributed fome leffons which were compofed by bro-, 
ther Fountain in Bengallee. Afterwards, taking one of 
the boys with me, Ram Lochon, I went to his father’s 

houfe. By the way, I  accofted fome weavers who were 

Warping a chain, or warp, in the open air. W hile  aikihg
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them queftion? refpe&ing their work &c., a brammh^n en
tered the grove, which was almoft impenetrable to the fun. 
He began by aiking, <c W hat advantage would arife to the 
children by learning the lefTons which I had then given to 
feveral of them; and whether they would know better how 
to procure rupees ? ”  I replied, Is nothing neceflary befides 
rupees ? “  Thefe people have no holy knowledge, and are 
incapable of any. It is their bufmefs to work, and mine 
to give bleffings. ”  True, they have no holy knowledge 
at prefent; but are quite as capable of receiving it as you 
are. You call yourfelf their Goroo ( teacher:) it is then 
your duty to teach them. tc They are incapable of receiv
ing any ihafter knowledge; for it is not their kopal (fate:) 
my bleffing is fufficient for them.” Whence arifes the vir
tue of your bleffing ? Are you finful ? Then your bleffing 
avails nothing. However, your blefling a fooder is juft the 
fame as a fooder blefling you. I f  there be fuch virtue in 
your bleffings, do be fo good as to favour me with a few of 
them. This he declined. I then aiked, How can fin be 
forgiven? u By worihipping God.”  Muft not this be true 
worfhip, proceeding from a finlefs mind, to be acceptable? 
“  Y e s .”  T h e minds of all are finful: Is yours free from 
fin? “  W hy do you aik? ”  When you have replied, I 
£ave fomething farther to obferve. lt Are you without fin ? ”  
N o ; and therefore I need a Saviour. But is your mind 
finlefs or not ? “  It is evening; and therefore I muft go
and perform my poojah, (worihip.) ”  Stay a little longer; 
thefe are important things. “  It will rain foon. ”  Then 
ftand under this ihady tree.— However, nothing would do. 
He went away, faying he would come to our houfe. T h e 
weavers fmiled at the brammhan’s abrupt departure. I then 

took occafion to tell them that the brammhans only wanted 
their money, and cared nothing about their falvation. T o  

this they readily aftented. I then afked them what'fuffici- 
ent atonement there was for fin ; adding, that i f  I went 
into the prefence o f God, depending on a falfe atonement, 

my condemnation muft be dreadful. This they acknow-<
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ledged ; but one replied, that to worihip God was an atone
ment for fin. On this I aiked, I f  my mind was finful* 
would not that render the worihip frnful; and if fo, whe
ther finful worihip would atone for fin ? They faid, No. 
I then told them that God had appointed one way in which 
iln might be forgiven ; viz. by giving his Son to die for us, 
and that whoever faw their need, and came to him for fal- 

vation, would obtain it. I enlarged here as well as I was 
able, and they feemed to liften with fome attention. Night 
being come, I departed.

Odl. i .  Paffing along the road behind our houfe, one, 
out of a number of people ftanding there, aikcd me in a very 
fierce tone, W hy I had defpifed and fpoken againft the 

worihip of Doorgha. Doorgha ! faid I, who is that ? “  A  
goddefs. ”  I faw nothing at the worihip of Doorgha, but 
an image. That I do defpife ; for God hath forbidden i t : 
and becaufe you worihip fuch idols, the curfe of God is 
upon your whole nation. There will foon be a judgment 
day, in which you muft all ftand before G od: W hat will 
you do then ? A t this he was quite filent: the people alfo 
feemed ftruck. Being dark, I left them : however, one 
followed me, and aiked much about Jefus Chrift. I told 
him all I could, and invited him to our houfe i but I have 
not feen him fince.

Nov. 3. T h is evening, we united in prayer for the 
univerfal fpread of the gofpel, in conjunction with our dear 
friends in England. Brother Thomas, who has been on a 
vifit thefe fix weeks, was peculiarly animating.

Nov. 4. Taking into'confideration the exceeding great- 
nefs o f our work, our unfitnefs for it, our abfolute need of 
divine aififtance, and withal, the difplays of divine grace in 
the converiion of fouls, of which we have heard from Eng
land, and more efpecially in America within the laft year, 
we have agreed to fet apart a little time one morning in the 
week, to humble ourfelves before God, and implore his 

bleflmg on this country yi particular. Accordingly we met
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this morning for that purpofe, and truft we enjoyed fome 
tokens of the divine prefence.

Nov. 5. Mrs. Myers, at the tavern, who fends her 
little girl to M rs. Marihman’s fchool, having repeatedly 
invited her to tea, ihe and filler Brunfdon went on monday 
evening. A  fick lady from Calcutta, who has taken lodg
ings there, wifhed to be furniihed with a prayer-book. I 
fent her The Refuge, James’ Memoirs of Lawr. Spooner, &c. 

accompanied with the following note :—

Dear Madam,
I have not been able to procure a prayer-book 

amongft us all. Indeed, we conceive prayer to be the ge

nuine expreffion of our wants and defires to that God who 
fearches the heart: we find no more neceifity for a prayer- 
book, (though we by no means condemn the ufe of it) than 
a child when he aiks a tender father for food, or implores 
forgivenefs of his faults.

G ive me leave to recommend to your perufal, the 
book? which accompany this note, as calculated not only 
to beguile a tedious hour, but to point out the path to ever- 
lading life. Excufe, dear madam, this freedom in a Gran
ger, and believe me to be, with the moft earneft wiihes for 
your eternal welfare, your real friend and fervant,

J. M .

I was conftrained to deal thus plainly with her, be- 
caufe ihe was on the brink o f the grave, though I feared 
it might not be well taken. However, I was pleafingly 
difappointed; for at feven this morning, ihe came in her 
palanquin, apparently in great diftrefs of mind. She had 
been a very great finner, ihe faid; had long flood it out 
againft convi£tions ; had often in her affli&ion refolved to 
be better, and.as often relapfed into folly again; that late

ly , in particular, ihe had been attempting to pray, but was 
much difcouraged, and begged with tears to be told what 
ihe muft do; that ihe had no one to fpeak to about thefe 

things; but from the note ihe had been induced to make
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her cafe known to us* and requefted to be prefent at our 
family worihip. It will readily be fuppofed that we w el
comed her with the greateft pleafure. After enquiring into 
particulars o f her diftrefs o f  mind, we directed her to the 
bleiTed Jefus, as the only refuge for finners. W e then 
fung, “  Come, ye finners, poor and wretched.”  W ith  
this Ihe was exceedingly affe£ted, and begged ihe might 
attend with us every day.

Nov. 7. Vifitcd the fick lady, who has come to our 
worihip every morning lince. Found her very defirous of 
hearing farther of the way of falvation. Attempted to fet 
forth the atonement o f Chrift, as the ground of acceptance '  
with God; read the account of his agony in the garden, 
the fifty-third of Ifaiah, the third of Romans, and conclu
ded with prayer. I never obferved more earneft attention 
to ¿he things of God, than upon this occafion.

Nov. 10. Brother Thomas vifited the lady yefterday. 
She is ftlll hungering after the w ord; appears to feel her 
need of the Saviour, and to caft herfelf upon him. T h is  
morning ihe was prefent at family worihip.

Lord"s-day% Nov. 17. Brother Carey preached in En
gl ifh, from Ifai. liii. 1, 2. W e had a mixed audience: four 
or five Engliihmen, one Scotchman, three Danes, two 
Americans, two Armenians, and one Malabarian chriftian, 
were prefent. In the evening, brethren Thomas and Brunf- 
don went over the river to Barrackpore. Brethren Carey 
and Ward to Chatterah, about a mile from Serampore. 
Ram Boihoo and I went to the great Cotton-tree. Said 
a little about Chrift’s ability and willingnefs to lave, which 
Ram Boihoo explained in a very plealing manner. Oh that 
this man were but brought wholly to G o d ! He knows 
that all the Hindoo {hatters are nothing; he believes that 
Chrift alone can fave t but cannot bear the idea of lofing 

caft for his fake.
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Nov. 18. W ent to the fliop o f  a Mahommedan ¿yet. 
O n fitting down, feveral perfons collefted. and fat around 
me, fmoking. I entered into converfation with them about 
the way of falvation, to which they liftened with fome at
tention. Praying with them, I departed.

Lor$$-day, Nov. 23. W ent with brother Carey to 
the new pagoda, at the upper end of the town. About ten 
brammhans attended. They behaved in the moft fcoffing 
and blafphemous manner, treating the name o f Chrift with 
the greateft fcorn j nor did they difcontinue their ridicule 
while brother Carey prayed with them. N o name amongft 
men feems fo offenfive to them as that of our adorable R e 
d e e m e r  !

Nov. 25. This night our hearts have been rejoiced 
by hearing a Hindoo, for the firft time, give in his experi
ence before ihe church. His name is Faklra, fervant to 
brother Thomas. He has heard the gofpel attentively for 
eight or nine months, and xepeatedly declared his intention 
to lofe caft, and be baptized. To-night, when aiked how 
he hoped to be laved; he replied, “  I  am a frnner, I  have 
nothing to give to God; but i f  a rich man become a poor 
man’s furety, he may truft in him : thus I place my truft 
in Chrift Jefus. I f  you receive me, I ihall rejoice j but 
i f  I beg my bread, I w ill hold fa ft the gofpel.”  Brother 

C arey then told him of the order which ought to be ob- 
ferved in a chriftian church ; walking in love, admoniih- 
ing one another, departing from all iniquity, &c. T o  all 
this he agreed very cheerfully. He will depart in a day or 
two for Beerbhoom, to fetch his infant daughter, previous 
to his being baptized.

Nov. 26. Brethren Thomas and Carey were called 
to a man who had diflocated his ihoulder. His name is 
Kriftno, a carpenter. Brother Thomas foon reduced his 
arm, and afterwards fpoke to him of the difeafed ftate of 
his foul. Gokool, who was much with us a few months 
ago, was there, and feemed to be greatly affeited.



Dec. 3. Kriftno and Gokool having invited us to 
fpeak the word of God at their houfe, in order that the 
women might hear, I went with Kriftno this evening. 
W e  fat together on the oppoiite fide of a very fmall yard, 
the two women in the door of the houfe, and the children 
in the area between us. I introduced fome of the great 
truths o f the gofpel, and concluded with prayer. Perhaps 
this is the firft inftance of the gofpel being brought into a 
Hindoo family at their own requeft.

Dec. 8. W ent again to Kriftno’s houfe. Kriitno’s 
wife, and her fifter, hear the word with great readinefs of 
mind. I found much liberty in holding forth the Saviour 
to them. Gokool attended: his wife has left him on ac
count of his attachment to the gofpel.

Dec. 10. Brother Carey called at Kriftno’s this 
morning. T h e women propofe to be baptized, and to lofe 
caft. Their confeffion to brother C. was this : That they 
are finners, and rejoice that a great Saviour came into the 
world to deliver them.

Dec. 11. W ent to Riflerah. Had a long difpute 
about the old error, That God is the author of fin. Spoke 
as plainly as I could about the atoning Saviour; but their 
hearts feel not the weight o f fin. Lord, when wilt thou 
appear! I feel, however, an encreafing determination to 
perfift in this dreadful conflift. They are exceedingly 
oppofed to the gofpel 5 but there is nothing elfe can do them 
good J

Lord’s-day, Dec. 14. T h is morning I went to K . ’s : 
read and expounded part of Matt. xi. and John xiv. Go
kool was much affe&ed: the women quite attentive. In 
the afternoon I crofted the river. Preached Chrift, as the 
great, the all-fufficient, and only Saviour. N o contra
diction : many heard with much attention.— Brother Brunf- 

don is alarmingly ill.

Dec. 17. Received a letter from brother Thomas 

which gave us forrow. He is gone to Beerbhoom with 
T  z
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FakTra, who intended to bring his daughter hither, pre* 

vious to his baptifm. Brothers T .  writes as i f  it were 
doubtful whether FakTra would come back. Thus are 
pur hopes deprefled again. Y e t who can tell ?

Dec. 20. Brother Thomas is arrived ; but no FakTra, 
In'the evenipg I went with brother T .  to Kriftno’s. W e 
fung, read, preached, and prayed with them. They ap
pear determined to renounce all for Chrift.

Dec. 22. This morning, Kriftno and Gokool came 
to unite with us. W e met: brother Carey began in 
prayer : then Gokool and Kriftno prayed; and laft of all, 
brothor Thomas. Atterwards they fat down at table with 
us, and for the firft time perhaps in thefe parts, Hindoos 
and Europeans ate the fame food together, out of the fame 
diib.— Evening. ( Blefied evening ! ) Four Hindoos have 
given tbemfelves up to Chrift and his church: Gakoolx
Krijlm, Rafoo, (Kriftno’s w ife) and Joymooniy ( Rafoo’s 
fifter.) T h e  women firft drank tea in brother W ard’s 

room; thus renouncing their horrible caft. After family 
■worihip, we called a church meeting, at which, Felix 
Carey gave a very fatisfa&ory account of what God had 
done for his foul. Then Gokool faid, that he had for 
many years been feeking after happinefs; had traverfed 
great part of India in fearch o f it, but in vain. When 
we came to, Serampore, he heard the word; it ftruck him 
with amazement, and fo filled his mind that he and ano
ther talked it over all night. He continued thus thinking 
and talking about it, and had his thoughts fo occupied that 
he could hardly lleep for two months, length he came 
to our houfe; talked much with us, but did not find his 
mind agree with all we faid about Chrift; yet feemed fen- 
lible that the fault was in himfelf. W hen Krijimfs 
ihoulder was di(located, he recollected that he had received 
medicines from our houfe, and fent for us. W hat was 
{aid on that occafion, revived the work again, and he now 
gave himfelf up entirely to Chrift. He had before feer* 
{umfelf to be a great finner, aud that none but Chrift



could fave him. Being aiked what be thought o f the 
Hindoo lhafters ; he replied, That he knew not whether 
they were true or falfe ; but this he knew, that there was 
no falvation in them. Joymooni being aiked by whom ihe 
firft heard the word; ihe replied, From Gokool, about a. 
month ago ; that ihe faw herfelf a iinner, and that Chrift 
was her all. Being aiked whether ihe was not afraid, on 
account of being a iinner; ihe replied, That ihe had been 
afraid; but had gone to Chrift, and confeiled her fins to 
him, and that now her fears were all gone. T o  the quef- 
tion, Do you wiih to obey Chrift ? She anfwered, “  Y es, 
in all things.” Is gonga any thing; or the debtahs ? 
u No, nothing at all; Chrift is all.” — Rafoo (Kriftno’s 
wife), heard the word from her huiband about eight months 
ago. On hearing it, ftie faid, it appeared to her that there 
was not fuch a finner in the world as herfelf. Some time 
after, ihe heard from her hufband alfo, that Chrift was a 
great and willing faviour, and, faid ihe, £‘ I felt my heart 
immediately unite to him.”  T o  the queftion, Do you re
nounce all the Hindoo worihip? She replied, “  If I had 
not, why do I come hither ? ” Do you regard the curfe 
or the bleffing of a brammhan? u N o ; they are nothing 
at all.”  She alfo faid ihe wifhed to keep all Chrift’s com
mands, fo far as ihe knew them— Krijino heard at Man- 
nucktulloh, when brother Fountain firft went thither. 
Mannucktulloh is a little below our houfe, and near to 
Kriftno’s. In that little Bazar, brother F. firft opened 
his commiifion in this neighbourhood, Jan. 5. 1800. K . 
was ftruck with the word: it feemed to be the word of 
G o d ! Hearing it from Europeans, added not a little to 
his furprife: hence he could not help talking of it to his 
companions. “  He faw himfelf to be a very great iinner ; 
had lived all his life in fin; had been a liar, a cheat, inju

rious, and almoft all that was bad: but now, fays he, I 
have put it o ff; I want no more of i t ; it is not my work, 
I  wiih to do it no more.”  He faid, “  That God in ikf- 

fering his ihoulder to be diiiocated, had acted like a Father,
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•when he inoculates his child to lave him from death. Thus 
God had laid him afide, that his foul might find mercy; 
that while his arm was healing, his foul alfo obtained reft 
and peace in Chrift, and he now wiihed to be his alone.”—  
Brother Carey then explained to them the nature o f the 
ehriftian walk, the neceffity of avoiding fin, and the end 
and deiign of baptifm. Afterwards we fung, “  Salvation, 
oh the joyful found,”  & c., in Bengal lee, and brother 
Thomas concluded.

I think few have given a more fatisfaftory account 
of the work o f God, than thefe poor heathens. There 
appeared fuch fimplicity and franknefs, efpecially in the wo
men as truly aftoniihed us. W e could not but admire the 
wifdom of God in fixing us at Serampore, almoft againft 
our w ill, and ordering the moil minute circumftances in 
the whole of this work. T o  him be all the glory !

De(. 23. Y ou  may fuppofe we met this morning at 
our weekly prayer-meeting, with unufual pleafure. W hile 
I was mufing on what we had witnefled laft night, a few 
lines prefented themfelves to my mind, and we fung them 
ypon this occafion. Hope you w ill have the goodnefs tQ 

excufe me, if I infert them:

Oh God o f m^tchlefs grace!
T h y  pow’r and glory ihine,
Before our bluihing face,
And all appears divipe.

Our fears are dumb before thy nod ;

W e  cry, Behold, the hand of G od!

Let miffionaries pray;
Let faints renew their truft 3 
T h e  idols melt away :
Let brammhans ceafe to boaft. *

T h e  mighty chain f  that millions bound, 
Afunder burft, beftrews the ground.

* The brammhans have often boafted that no Hindoo would ever 
cnibrace the gofpcl. -J- The Caft.
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Dear Saviour! from above 
Regard thefe feeble iheep;
Encircle them with love,
Their fouls in fafety keep !

L et Hindoos fpeak thy praife aloud,

W hile millions join th* adoring crowd !

Our Hindoos begin to meet with perfecution already. 
A  mob has feized Kriftno with his family, and carried 
them before the chief magiftrate. T h e oftenfible pretence 
is, That Kriftno’s eldeft daughter, ( Golook, about fourteen 
years of age) contradled to a young Hindoo at Calcutta, 
is not delivered up to him. Indeed when her efpoufals 
were celebrated about four years ago, flhe had been at his 
houfe; but he fent her back to remain at her father’s, till 
£he flhould be o f proper age. Hearing of their embracing 
the goipel, he with his friends came, and diftributing a lit
tle money among the populace, raifed a mob, who dragged 
them before the magiftrate. W ord being brought o f this, 
brother Carey and I immediately went to the governor, 
who, we found, had already fettled the buiinefs in a very 
prudent and equitable manner, commanding the bridegroom 
to appear himfelf to-morrow, with the girl, before him ; 
and in the mean time committed her to the care of her fa
ther. Afterwards he kindly ordered a Sepoy to guard their 
houfe during the night. Their minds are not at all dif- 

mayed.

Dec. 24. T h e parties appeared before the governor. 
T h e  girl declared (he would become a chriftian along with 
her father. T h e governor then asked the bridegroom whe
ther he would renounce heathenifm. He replied in the 
negative. On this, the governor told him that he could 
not poffibly deliver up a chriftian woman to a heathen man; 
and therefore, unlefs he cordially embraced chriftianity, he 
ihould not have her. Thus the matter terminated, to the 
exceeding joy o f poor Golook, who was greatly afraid o f 
being brought into this connexion. T h e  governor had the
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goodnefs to call on us in the courfe o f the day, and deiired 
us to fecure the girl, at leaft within our walls for a few 
days, as he was perfuaded the people round the country 
were fo exafperated at Kriftno’s embracing the gofpel, 
that he could not anfwer for their fafety. A  number of 
the mob might come from tw’enty miles diftant in the 
night, and murder them all, without the perpetrators being 
difcovered. He believed, that had they obtained the girl, 
they would have murdered her before the morning, and 
thought they had been doing God fervice ! W e felt quite 
fenfible of the governor’s kindnefs, and prevailed on them 
to fend their daughter to our houfe that night; but indeed 
they feemed fo raifed above fear, that we could hardly per- 
fuade them to it. However, through the goodnefs of 
God, no farther violence was offered them, though the 
news ipread far and wide, and the whofc country feemed to 
be moved at it.

Dec. 27. Our hearts are again wounded. In the 
afternoon Kriftno brought us word that Gokool and the 
women are unwilling to be baptized to-morrow. W e 
repair to the houfe, and find that what Satan could not 
effeft by violence, he has nearly accomplifhed by other 
means. Gokool’s wife, who run away from him becaufe 
he heard the gofpel, and his mother, are returned, and 
befeech him not to caft them off, by being baptized, as in 
that cafe they cannot live with him afterwards, without 
being outcafts themfelves. u And, ”  fays his mother, 
w having only thee to depend on, whither ihall I go ? ”  
&afoo!s brother has alfo been weeping to her, to keep her 
from being baptized with her huiband, Kriftno. T h e  
poor women and Gokool feem quite daggered. T h ey fay 
that they can never leave Chrift, but beg to defer their 
baptifm a little longer, till their relations are a little more 
reconciled to it. W e caution them— entreat them— pray 
with them— but ftill they appear irrefolute. Kriftno de

clares, however, that he w ill come, though it be alone.
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Lord?s-day Dec. 28. W ent to Kriftno’s this morning 
Found him alone, and willing to come without the l<?aft 
hefitation. At eleven o’clock,: Englifh worfhip as ufual, 
brother W ard preached in turn: text, John v. 32. Search 
thefcriptures. A t half-paft twelve, brother Cargy attended 
to the ordinance o f baptifm in the river oppofite our houfe. 
After finging, “  Jefus! and ihall it ever be,”  he prayed, 
and explained the nature of the ordinance to the natives, 
a great number of whom were prefent, as well as many 
Europeans. Felix Carey and Kriftno were then baptized. 
I  need not fay it was a delightful feafon.

Dec. 29. W ent down to Calcutta. Saw the hufband 
o f the fick lady before mentioned. From what I learnt 
farther of the ftate of her mind while on her death bed, my 
hopes of her having found mercy were greatly confirmed. 
T h e  gentleman himfelf has had much uneafinefs o f mind 
ever iince this affecting providence has taken place. He is 
a perfon of good underftanding, and great franknefs; but 
appears to have lived hitherto without God in the world. 
In a very clofe converfation between us alone for four 
hours, we carefully difcufTed fome of the moflf important 
fubjecis of religion, and examined the appropriate parts of 
fcripture. He appeared to be converfant with the bible, 
and at length was quite aftoniflied at the gofpel plan of 
falvation, particularly as it {hines in Rom. iii. A t nearly 
twelve at night we kneeled down, and both prayed in fuc» 
ceflion.

Jan. 1. 1801. Brother Carey and I went down to 
Calcutta. On our return we found our dear brother Fer
nandez arrived with brother PowelL W e  had long ex- 
pe£led them.

Jan. 5. Our fchool commenced again. W e have an 
increafe of two boarders, making eight in all j feven boys 
and one girl. And here permit me to fay a few words 
refpe&ing the fchool, as it is not unlikely that fome well-

V o l . II. U
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meaning people may be ready to doubt the propriety of 
fuch an undertaking, for want o f a clear idea o f our 
lituation. By former letters it has been underftood what 
were the reafons which induced us to fettle at Serampore. 
O n coming hither, we found our number, great and final,1, 
to.be nineteen, with the probability o f fome increafe. How 
to provide things honeft in the fight of all men; was a 

very ferious queftion. When the greateft frugality was 
exercifed, we found <£ 600 per annum infufficient; and 
how was fuch an expenditure to be provided for? W e 
were well aflured of every poifible exertion by our dear 
friends in England: but ihould the want of Mifiionary fuc- 
Cefs, or any other unforefeen event arife, by means of 
which our prefent refources might be rendered precarious, 
W hat ihould we do with our encreafing families? Befides, 
as we have now ten children in our united fam ily; viz. 
brother Carey four, myfelf three, dear deceafed brother 
Grant tw o; Shall they fall a prey to ignorance? Rather, 
Are they not a treafure, which duty, affe&ion, and even 
intereft Command us to improve to the uttermoft? Accord
ingly our brethren requeued me to undertake the fchool; 
and having befoie (I truft with my whole heart) given my- 
felf up to the Lord’s work, I could not hefttate. T o  pre
vent as much as poifible any ill effe&s that might arife 
from our being in part employed in fecular concerns, we 
have laid it down as a fundamental rule amongft us,
‘  That no one /hall engage in any private trade; but what
ever is earned ihall go into the common ftock. * On the 
obfervance of this depends the falvation of our miilion. By 
this, avaricious exertion is checked, and trade fubordinated 
to a nobler obje£L The care of the fchool having devolved 
w holly upon me, no one befides is hindered in his mifiionary 
w ork; and to prevent any undue encroachment on my time, 
we have appointed our fchool hours from feven in the 
morning to4- three in the afternoon, that opportunity may 
be given for going out among the natives. Hence I have 
fometimes been engaged eight times a week in preaching,
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or rather converfing and ftriving with the Hindoos. This 
is the work my foul defires ! And now that God hath fet 
my tongue in a fmall degree at liberty, I am ready to count 
that afternoon loft in which fomething of this kind is not 
attempted.

Perhaps a brief {ketch of the manner in which a week 
i-s laid out may not be altogether unacceptable. A t feven 
in the morning fchool begins, and is continued till paft 
two, intervals for worfhip and breakfaft excepted. Then 
bathing and dreffing till three, "at which time we dine. 
This, in fo large a family, occupies the time till four; and 
till then I can fcarcely find half-an-hour’s time for reading, 
writing, learning Bengallee, or any thing. From four to 
feven is the time for meeting with the natives. Now we 
feek them in the lanes, or ftreets, or little markets of Se- 
rampore. Tw ice in the week we go out to the neighbouring 
villages, Buddabarry, RifTera, & c., within the diftance 
o f three or four miles. Tea, and family prayer, fill up 
the time till nearly eight; after which, I get a little time 
for correfponding with my friends, journalizing, reading, 
Bengallee, &c. This however is a little abridged. T h e 
evenings we go out are fomewhat curtailed by walking 
feven miles backward and forward, and talking with the 
natives. Thurfday evening we have an experience meet
ing, and faturday evening a meeting for the regulation of 
family concerns; fo that we have but two evenings left. 
T h is  ftatement will, I hope, he efteemed as a fufficient 
apology for not writing more largely and frequently to our 
dear friends in England. You, dear fir, will alfo fuppofe 
that my defire to read the Bengallee ihafters, and learn the 
.Shanfcrit, is not fmall. Indeed the advantages that would 
refult to a miffionary from a very good acquaintance with 
thefe ftudies, are enough to render their purfuit a moft de~ 
firable objeft; but as yet I am unable to apply myfelf in 
the manner I could wiih. However I defire to be thank
ful that I can fpeak at all intelligibly about the great fal- 
vation. U  2
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W e have much reafon to adore the gbodnefs of God in 
giving us favour in the eyes of the people. T h e clear pro-r 
fits o f the fchool may, I think, be eftimated at £  300 per 
annum. Whether they will encreafe or diminiih, is in the 
hands of G od; but appearances are much in our favour. 
M y  dear partner is very happy in her employ, although the 
fchool, together with the care of her family, and learning 
Bengallee for which her delire is fcarcely lefs ardent than 
my own, render her life very laborious.

Jan. 7. Mrs. M. has had a violent attack of her old 
complaint, and for three days and nights her life feemed in 
danger. I contemplate the iffue with extreme concern.

Jan. 1 2 . Brother Fernandez gave in his experience 
to the church this evening. W e received him w ith 'joy. 
He and brother Powell have named us, * T h e  happy fa
mily. » ■ ■

LorcFs-day, Jan. 18. T h is  day our dear brother 
Fernandez, and Joymooni, were baptized. T h e grace 
wHich appears in this poor woman fills us with comfort. 
Her fifter, Rafoo, alfo gives us great hope, (hough fhe has 
not yet overcome her timidity.

Jan. 29. Brother Thomas, who was very ill for 
nearly a month, is much better, and gone up the country 
to Dinagepour, in company with brethren Fernandez and 

Powell.

Jan. 30. For a month paft we have gone into the 
market-place at Buddabarry, inftead of Raying at the en
trance «f the village, and have had a much larger number 
o f hearers, though fometimes a little turbulent. However, 
to-day I entered the market-place* while brother Carey 
went to a br&mmhan’s houfe, and met with a much more 
unpleafant reception than ufual. After fpeaking about ten 
minutes, a rude fellow began to be very abufive, and with 
the help of a few boys, raifed fuch a clamour that nothing 
could be heard/ A t length, feeing no hoipe of their be
coming quiet, I retired to the other part of the town.
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T h ey followed, hallooing and crying, “  Hurree b o ll! ” 
(an exclamation in honour of Veeihno.) They at laft be
gan to pelt me with ftones aud dirt. One of the men, 
who knew the houfe to which brother Carey was gone, 
advifed me to accompany him thither, faying, that thefe 
people would not hear our words. Going with him, I  
met brother C. W e were not a little pleafed that the de
vil had begun to beftir himielf, inferring from hence that 
he fufpe&ed danger. Think yey faid our Lord, that I  am 
come to fend peace upon earth ? I  came not to fend peace, but 
divifion.

Feb. 4. Having been kindly urged by our brethren, 
we went down to Calcutta to confult Dr. Hare on the 
ftate of Mrs. M .’s health, and was happy to learn that 
there was much reafon to hope for her recovery. Saw the 
gentleman mentioned in my journal of Dec. 17 ; indeed I 
found him at Rev. Mr. Browne’s evening ledlure. O n 
farther converfation it appeared that his former impreffions 
were not obliterated, but rather ilrengthened.

Feb. 6. W ent with brother Carey to Buddabarry. 
He addrefled them very affectionately and clofely; and 

though fome could not help ihewing their aiflike, yet they 
abftained from outrage.

Thus, dear fir, I have given you a Faint reprefenta- 
tion of the ftate of things with us, during the laft four or 
five months. W e have much to be humbled forj much, 
very much to be thankful for. W e  have been afHi&ed, 
and healed ; our wants have been wonderfully fupplied, and 
God hath on the whole greatly bleffed the Miffion. T h e 
N ew  Teftament is now finiihed ; and here are five of us, 
who are now enabled to open our mouths for God to the 
heathen : brethren Carey, Ward, Brunfdon, (whofe health 
ieems nearly eftabliihed) Felix Carey, and myfelf. I 
truft I may fay, our ardor for the work is not abated, and 
I hope our defire to lean wholly on the Lord is increafed. 
W e  have reafon alfo to blefs his holy name that 'we are of 
pne heart, and of one foul.
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Befides the two Hindoos sJready baptized, there are 
two others, Rafoo and Uxma, whom we hope loon to re
ceive in the Lord. Something favourable appears alfo in 
Golook, .{ kriftno’s daughter.) There .is alfo a fcoteh 
gentleman, refident at Serampore, who, I doubt not, has 
tafted that the Lord is gracious; but for particulars on this 
fybject, I muft refer you to the journal of brother Ward.

Serampore, Feb. 12, 1801. J. M AH SH M AN .

-----------ooocMooQceooooae ■

EXTRACT’S of a, LETTER

. From Mr. C A R E Y to Mr. &UTCLJFF.

■■■■.....

[  This Letter not arriving till the preceedirtg flieets had 
been prepared for the prefs, thofe things which were 
narrated by the other brethren are omitted here.]

Serampore, February, i8or.

I H A V E  very great pleafure in all my brethren 
and lifters here. T h ey  are o f the right fort; 2nd perhaps 
as ftriking a proof as ever was exhibited of the poffibility 
o f perfons of different tempers and abilities being able to 
live in one family in the exercife o f chriftian love. Pro
bably there has feldom been a greater diverfity in natural 
difpofition and temper: yet this diverfity ferves for mutual 
corre&ion. W e  really love one another. A ll our brethren 
begin to fpeak the language, and hold converfation on reli
gious fubje&s with the natives.

N o one has fo much caufe for joy as myfelf, on ac
count o f the grace of God towards me. I truft God has 
mercifully begun a work of his Spirit on the hearts of my 
two elaeft fons. It has been of fome ftanding n o w ; 
namely, about three months. It was begun in both about 
the fame time. Felix, the eldeft, often goes out with bro

ther Ward, who has encouraged him to fpeak, to. the hea
thens ; and I find he has done fo3 to the fatisfa^ion of ouf
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brethren who have heard him. When at Mudnabatty, I  
was ill great diftrefs on account of the education of thefe 
children, which could not pdfiibly be attended to in iuch a 
manner as it ought to have been. But now they have not 
only means of inftru&ion in fcience; but have alfo found 
a Saviour!

W . C.

LETTER

From F E L IX  C A R E T  to Mr. Y A T E S .

Dear Sir, Serampore, Feb. 4, 1S01.

I H A V E  been in this country a confiderable 
time, through the mercy of God ; yet I have lived to his 
difhonour, and at enmity with him all the days of my life. 
I have been prayerlefs, carelefs, thoughdefs, and know of 
no time but when I was full of fin. I have been as bad 
as the heathens, yea worfe; for I have heard of the way 
o f falvation, which they have not. Tim e after time the 
Lord called me, and not only in one, but in various ways; 
yet ftill I grew more carelefs than ever. I f  the Lord had 
cut me off then, I ihould now have been in h ell! M y fins 
have been as the fand of the fea for number, and as moun
tains for magnitude. Day after day I heard of the way of 
falvation, but never cared about it, till one day when 
brother Ward was catechizing us, I was ftruck very 
much with my loft and ruined ftate. From that time I 
began to pray, though I left it off again. A t laft I found 
falvation through a dying Saviour; and now he is my reft, 
my comfort, my all. O h ! the kindnefs of God how 
great! How kind he was that he did not let me go on in 
fin ! He hath not bought me with filver and goid, but 
with his own blood, that now I may live to his glory all 
the days of my life.

O h, dear( fir, this is truly the country of the devil; 
here fatan continually reigns ; here nobody thinks of the 
true G od; they worihip idols; they fin, and fay it is God



that finneth ! A t one time they w ill fay there is one G od; 
at other times that there are many thoufands ©f Gods. 
Their fooders call the brimffihans their gods. T h ey  are 
all filled with fuperftition. When the gofpel is preached, 
fome mock, fome turn the.ir backs, and fome now and then 
pay a little attention. Here Hindoos, Muifelmans, En- 
glifh, and Portuguefe, are all the fame; no one pays the 
leaft attention to his immortal foul. T h ey are running 
the road which leads to hell as faft as they can, and never 
care about it. Here they fay that only by looking at 
Gonga, (the river) all their iins go away. Here truly the 
devil leads all the people captive ; they hate the goipcl 
wherever it is preached j they hate all holinefs, and every 
thing that is goodj and love all fin, whatever it be. N o 
one would ever think that here the gofpel would profper, 
only that God has faid it, and it will furely come to pafs: 
all nations ihall be given to Chrift for his inheritance. 
Here the gofpel hath been preached for many years, but 
scarcely any feemed to-care about it, till lately the Lord 
hath been pleafed to call firft one, then another, out o f 
darknefs into marvellous light, and from worihipping vain 
idols to ferve the true God.

Since we came to Serampore, we have had great caufe 
to rejoice in the fuccefs o f the gofpel. A t one time my 
father baptized me, and a native, named Kriftno, who has 
lately feen his danger and need of Chrift. He and all his 

have thrown away the caft for the gofpePs fake. His wife’s 
fifter and M r. Fernandez were lately baptized; and we 
expe& his wife and two or three more. Oh, that the 
Lord would bring more from worihipping idols, to ferve 

himfelf the true God! T h e  w oik of the Lord is going 
on, and no one can ftop it. 1 have begun to preach to the 
heathens. I chiefly fpeak o f their danger, and the way of 
falvation by Jefus Chrift. N ow  I can fay, I am w illing 
to glorify God, either by living or dying. 1 defire only to 
glorify him. N ow  Chrift is my hiding place: into his 

hands I  commit myfelf. O h ! How many are his mercies!
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How great is his kiridnefs! I f  he were not unfpeakably 
kind, he would not have fent his only-begotten Son to die 
in oul' ftead: and if Chrift were fo kind as to die for us, he 
will be fure to keep us. Into his hands I commit myfelf; 
for I am fure he can keep me. N ow  I am not afraid to 
die, becaufe I ihall go to my Saviour.

Since I left England, Peter is dead, and I have been 
near unto death myfelf. Since then I have another brother, 
Jonathan. Lately I have learned to print, and we have 
almoft printed the N ew  Teftament. Remember me always 
in your prayers. Oh, pray for the fpread o f the gofpel, 
even unto the uttermoft parts of the earth!

F . C .

EXTRACT o f  a  LETTER

From Mrs. M A R SH  AIA N  to Mrs. SM IT H ,
Hounds ditch, L o x d o x .
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Seramftre, Feb. 33, i8or.

L O N G  ere this meets you, no doubt you w ill 
have received the melancholy account of the death of dear 
brother Fountain. He died triumphing in Chrift. How did 
my bowels yearn for his dear difconfolate widow, whom 
providence had placed at fuch a diitance from me, that I 
could afford her no relief! But God was very kind indeed 
to her. After her huiband’s burial, ¿he came to us as foon 
as poffible: the diftance by water was'yDO miles. A  gentle
man of Dinagepour, who was coming to Calcutta, accom
panied her. T h ey  had not arrived at our houfe long before 
there was fuch a ftorm, that many boats were funk, and 
many lives loft: we faw five go under water before ous 
houfe ! How great was the divine goodnefs, to bring 
them fafely in before this ftorm arofej efpecially confider- 
ing that within four days afterwards, fitter F. was delivered 
o f a fon!
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.------------  Our gracious God hath arifen from his feat,
and began to work. The caft o f the country is broken; 
and fatan is driven from fome o f his ftrong holds. I be
lieve that fince his reiidence at Seram pore, he has never 
trembled a? he does now. I  pray that he and all his col
leagues, brammhans, may never reign here any more. 
W e  have had four baptized, and more are waiting for bap- 
tifm. Thefe things chcar our hearts in the midft of all qur 
difficulties. A t prefent my hopes concerning the fucceis of 
the gofpel in this place are great. I truft that God will 
foon call in a goodly number of his elect, and that Chrift 
w ill foon have many of thefe heathen for his inheritance. 
W e  have people coming almoft every day to enquire about 
the gofpel. There is a fiiherman who appears to be con
cerned about the ftate of his foul, having heard the words 
o f Chrift from the mouth of our Hindoo brother. Glory 
be to God and the Lamb, for thefe difplays o f his grace !

I fearched my mind very minutely before I engaged 
in the fchool, left it ihould be irkfome to me afterwards, 
However, I was enabled to leave all, and chcarfully tq 
give myfelf up to the w o rk; and through mercy I have 
not repented, and hope I never may. 1 am not worthy o f 
Being employed in any thing belonging to C hrift; and 
often wonder at the difpenfations of God in fending me tp 
this land, where fo much grace is needed, and my daily 
experience is fuch that I often fear left 1 have none. T h is, 
however, I know: I long for the increafe o f GhriftV 
kingdom upon eartH^efpecially in this benighted part of it.

Refpeiting our family, I iball only fay, I love all, 
and make it a part of my prayer that 1 may continue to 
live in love and peace with all. I  wiih ever to fee my 
own faults before thofe of others; and this is one of the 
blefled things which I have learned in my affliition. 

Thanks be.to the g iv e r!
H . M , ,
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REFLECTIO NS
P i!  T H E

F o r e g o i n g  I n t e l l i g e n c e .

Notvvithftanding the many difappointments which 
have occurred in former inftances o f apparent fuccefs, it 
would ill become us fo to hefitate in the prefent ftate of the 
million, as not to join with our brethren in rejoicing and 
bleflmg God. Whatever be the iffue of things with the 
parties who have come forward i n  a profeflion of C h r is 

tianity, it is manifeft that the Jofs of call is not an infuper- 
able bar. I f  they ihould prove to be fincere chriftians, as 
we greatly hope they^may, they afford a fpecimen of what 
the grace of God can accompliih, and we truft will go on 
to accompliih, to the confuiion of fcoffers, whether among 
Hindoos o r  Europeans. And ihould they even prove 
otherwife, and after a while turn their backs on the gofpel, 
ftill it may be inferred, that if a profeflion which has no 
root, and which in time of temptation will fade away, has 
been found fufficient to overcome this hitherto infuperable 
difficulty, much more ihall that which is rooted and 
grounded in love. W e wTlh to rejoice with trembling; 
but rejoice we muft and ought. Neither ihould we enter
tain undue fuipfcions of thofe that have lately come for
ward, on account of the failure of others. None have' 
given'fuch proofs of iincerity before. I f  the drawing back 
o f fome be alledged as a fufpicious cire.umftance, we anfwer, 

I f  it be fo, it can affect only thofe who declined; and with 
refpeit to them, it becomes us to coniider that the ftrength 
of their temptations is probably greater than any thing o f 
Which we can form an idea. It requires not only true re
ligion, but a large" degree of it, at once to forego almoft 
every thing that is dear to us. W e  may think at fome 
happy moments that fuch is the ftate of our minds; and 

fuch they may b e; we may be really willing and detefmi-

X  2
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hfed to furrender all up to him : but if we were put to the 
trial, there might be many unexpe&ed failures! Even in 
the primitive ages, there were many who ftumbled and fell 
for a time who yet in the end were recoveied. John Mark, 
the coufin of Barnabas, failed at the firft on-fet; yet he was 
afterwards profitable for the minijlry. *

It has lately occurred to us that the Cafl which we 

have confidered as fo great an evil, and as forming an al- 
moft infuperable barrier in the way of chriftianity, may 
prove at laft to be more than a little favourable to its in- 
terejls. T h e renunciation of this idol muft form a teft of 
fincerity peculiarly fuited to try a people hitherto diftin- 
guiihed by their treachery. Thus the oil proceeding from 
the ferpent may prove an antidote to its venom. W ere it 
not for this, the dread of impofition would always mar the 
pleafure of chriftian communion. As it is, it may be pre
fumed that the danger o f being impofed upon will not be 
greater in that country than in others. There will doubt- 
lefs be fame who will prove deceivers notwithftanding; 
for fuch are found in all ages and places: but it may be 
hoped that their number w ill not be great, as it is fcarcely 
conceivable that men ihould relinquiih nearly all their 
worldly profpe&s from a mere worldly motive. T h is 
would be like Satan cafting out Satan. I f  under fuch cir- 
cumftances there are deceivers, it may be fuppofed that 
they have firft deceived themfelves.

T h e workvof our brethren is plain before them. I f  
any profefs to believe in Chrift, and are willing to he bap
tized in his name, provided their fpirit and deportment 
appear to accord with it, it is their duty to hope the beft, 

and forthwith to baptize them. Such was the pra&ice o f 
the Apoftles. I f  after this they ihould prove infincere, 
there is a way out o f the church of Chrift as well as a way 
into it.

i s S

*  A & a xiii, 13. jc v. 38. a  Tim , It. x i .


