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EDITORIAL NOTES
The Race Problem

There are not a few signs of the dawning of a better day in 
Europe, for the swing to the Left in France and Britain, 
together with the hard schooling by which the nations are 
learning to apply the maxims of common sense, not to say 
Christianity, to international relationships, appear to be bring
ing approximately near the time when the Reparations problem, 
that lusty child of the Versailles Treaty, may be settled. But 
we can see no real ground to believe that the wisdom and 
sympathy of humanity are succeeding in solving the even more 
urgent and terrible problem of Race. In America the action of 
the House of Representatives, in over-riding the veto of the 
President on the Immigration Law, has created a volume of 
feeling in Japan which has, we should conjecture, more than 
undone the good which the Washington Conference accom
plished. It is of course true that nothing substantial is changed 
by this new Law, so far as Japan is concerned, for under the 
“ Gentleman’s Agreement ” she undertook to follow virtually the 
same policy as is now legally enjoined. In matters, however, 
where racial and national feeling is so intimately touched as in 
laws affecting immigration, it is precisely the manner of doing 
a-thing that matters most. If the “  Gentleman’s Agreem ent” 
was considered an unsuitable way of arranging so important a 
matter, how much better it would have been if a treaty of 
exclusion, agreed to by Japan, could have been negotiated.

We do not yet know whether the new Government that has 
assumed the reins of office in South Africa will pursue a policy 
less or more friendly to the Indian cause in the Union. General
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Smuts has always appeared to us to be distinctly better at 
enunciating principles to be applied in Europe than at carrying 
out the same principles in his own country, but that perhaps is 
a weakness to which we are sill Mable. He never concealed his 
radical objection to the concession of civic rights to Indians, and 
nothing could be hoped for from him so far as the Indian cause 
is concerned. But we doubt if anything better can be hoped for 
from General Hertzogand his Labour allies. The Boer element 
in the Union has been, if anything, more reactionary in its racial 
attitude than the British, while the forces of organised labour 
have been arrayed against both the native and the Indian when 
economic issues were at stake. There is one thing that would 
probably be of real use, and that is an assertion by the Christian 
Church in South Africa of its determination to see justice done to 
the Indians who are domiciled in the Union. In the present state 
of parties, a strong line taken by a body of people who meant 
it would command attention. But we have no evidence that 
such a desire exists among the Christians of South Africa, and 
we await with expectation the response which may be made 
to the appeal sent to them by the National Christian Council of 
India.

We hope to publish in our next issue a review of the 
notable book on the race problem just produced by Mr. Oldham. 
It is the most thorough and judicious study of the question 
which we have seen, and by its fairness may disappoint some 
who anticipate stronger language and a more partisan outlook. 
Its final position is that only in what the author calls the 
“  universal community of the loyal ” can the problem of race be 
solved ; and by this he means the Church, though, as his honesty 
compels him to admit that in practice the Church has not 
transcended the racial spirit, he hesitates to designate it in 
ordinary terms as the remedy for racial exclusiveness. We 
have ourselves no hope that if the Church fails in this task of 
casting out the devil of race-hatred anyone else is going to 
succeed. As we have ventured to remark in these columns 
before, this is one of the works for which the Church clearly 
and manifestly is in the world to-day. We wish that every 
Christian man and woman in India would sit down (or, better 
still, kneel down) and consider where the spirit of racial 
exclusiveness, hatred, superiority, most nearly touches him or 
her, and solemnly determine before God that at whatever cost, 
in regard to social status, ex-caste prejudice, personal and 
physical susceptibilities, the devil shall be cast out,

Current Affairs
Since we wrote last month the All-India Congress Com

mittee has met at Ahmedabad* and the newspapers have been
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filled with estimates of the degree of defeat or victory achieved 
by the Swarajists and the No-Changers. Judged by his own 
standards Mr. Gandhi has been defeated, for he declared that he 
would not continue as leader unless he had a clear and unmis
takable majority behind him. But he remains the greatest 
single force in the country, and many things may happen to 
affect the unfolding of policy before the Congress meets at 
Belgaum.

It has been suggested to us by more than one Indian friend 
that the alarmingly large minority at Ahmedabad for the Das 
resolution on the murder of Mr. Ernest Day may have been 
affected by the judicial behaviour of Mr. Justice McCardie in the 
O ’Dwyer-Nair trial in London. Tw o blacks do not make a 
white ; but we can understand how the quite deplorable bias 
and judicial unfairness shown by Mr. Justice McCardie may have 
made it easier for an Indian assembly to listen to the inflam
matory (though ethically tortuous) remarks of Mr. Das rather 
than to the sound and simple moral teaching of the Mahatma. 
We rejoice to see that several of the most influential newspapers 
in Britain have castigated Mr. Justice McCardie in the most 
suitable terms. But we fear that the mischief he has done will 
not so easily be undone.

Dr. Zwemer
Our readers will, we hope,.study the interview with Dr. 

Zwemer which we have the pleasure of publishing in this issue 
of T h e  R e v i e w . We hope, later in the year, to present some 
reasoned conclusions to which Dr. Zwemer’stour and investiga
tions appear to lead. It is difficult to exaggerate the importance 
of what he has been able to do. Of his services, not the least has 
been his demonstration of the degree to which evangelism is 
possible among educated Muslims in India, and the welcome 
which is accorded to a speaker who comes with knowledge of 
Islam and, especially, with knowledge of Arabic. Not least 
remarkable was the attendance of H .E.H. the Nizam of Hydera
bad and his court at a lecture given by Dr. Zwemer in 
Hyderabad on “ The New World of Islam ;”  and the earnest 
attention with which, at another meeting, notable Moslems 
listened to an address on the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ. 
We know of no opportunity which more demands the earnest 
attention of the Christian Church in India than this. Dr. 
Zwemer has done wonders in arousing his audience to a sense 
of the magnitude of the work th$t can be done and of the lack 
of workers, but in a series of short visits he cannot do more 
than that. It is very necessary that his tour should be followed 
up with detailed and persistent study of the opportunity in each 
place, and that efforts should be made forthwith to secure that
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the number of those who are equipped for dealing with Mos
lems, by a knowledge of Islam and some proficiency in Islamic 
studies, is increased.

Proselytism and Evangelism
We have pleasure in welcoming to our columns Mr. G. Y . 

Chitnis, the secretary of the Prarthana Samaj of Bombay. He 
is not a professed Christian, and perhaps his insistence on the 
importance of the search of truth, and his denial of the facile 
vie.w that all religions are fundamentally the same, may be not 
the less interesting on that account. We hope to present next 
month an article on the spiritual value and significance of 
baptism, and in following months to take up other aspects of the 
subject of which certain sides were touched on in the report of 
the Madras group published in our last issue.

Opium
In spite of the gloomy prognostications of a correspondent, 

the Provincial Christian Councils have provided a very consider
able quantity of evidence with regard to the actual prevalence 
and effects of opium-eating and smoking in India. The National 
Christian Council will produce very shortly a pamphlet contain
ing a good deal of this evidence, together with a summary of 
the main trend of it and of the views of representative Indian 
bodies, including any action taken by Legislative Councils. 
This will be furnished to the special conference to be held in 
November under the auspices of the League of Nations. Owing 
to the unexpected and very welcome receipt of some help 
from America, it will be possible to produce and distribute this 
pamphlet free of charge.

A Charge of Misrepresentation
Swarajya, the well-known Madras daily, contained recently 

a strong editorial complaining of the alleged misrepresentation of 
India and Indian life by an American lady missionary at home in 
America on furlough. If the record given in Swarajya is to be 
trusted, the lady in question certainly committed herself to 
some statements which could not be maintained, and to some 
judgments which it is extraordinary to read as proceeding 
from a missionary. We should ourselves view with a certain 
amount of reserve an interview in an American paper, for 
we have been told on unimpeachable authority that American 
interviewers are men of powerful imagination and marked 
inventive ability. But we do not think it out of place to 
suggest once more, as has been so often said in recent years, 
that a much greater degree of accuracy and still more of
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sympathy is needed in the speeches and writings made about 
India in the countries of the West. Those who have 
known intimately Indian students in the University centres of 
the West do not need to be reminded how exasperated and 
bitter they become after repeatedly reading or hearing 
statements about their country, made by foreigners who have 
lived there, which to them are unfair and even untrue. It is 
often the case that something is said that as a matter of fact is 
true, but, as to proportion and the effect created on an audience 
which knows little or nothing about India, is altogether untrue. 
Sometimes it is the secretaries of missionary societies or 
leaders of the Churches that are to blame, for there is a strange 
prevalence of the idea that Christian people will only give 
to missionary work if they first get their emotions thoroughly 
harrowed, and the harrowing has to be provided. We believe 
this idea to be utterly untrue. The soundest foundation for 
missionary finance is love for India, and much more could be 
done (we gladly acknowledge that much is being done) to draw 
out the affection of the Christians of the West for the extra
ordinary lovableness of India.

“ The Christian Forces in Bengal”
The interpretation, by the Rev. William Carey, of the 

facts revealed as to the distribution, literacy, etc., of the 
Christians of Bengal by the 1921 Census and by the Mission 
and Church Statistics has now been published and can be 
obtained from the office of the N.C.C., 111a Russa Rd., Cal
cutta, for 4 annas post free. It is a document well worthy 
of study, and while it will be of interest mainly to those who 
know or have connections with Bengal, we hope that a 
study of it will suggest to others in other parts of India 
that a similar study might well be undertaken for other 
provinces. Especially valuable are the suggestions Mr. Carey 
makes regarding possible methods of evangelism—using that 
word to include not only the preaching but also the living of the 
Gospel so that it may be apprehended by those who do not know 
it—which have not been tried. We shall publish next month an 
article by the Metropolitan of India and Bishop of Calcutta on 
the matters raised by Mr. Carey’s pamphlet.

In addition to that just mentioned the following can be 
obtained from the office of the N.C.C.—

The Appeal of Assam, by the Rt. Rev. H. Pakenham Walsh, an interpret
ation of the survey figures for Assam. Price, As. 2.

The Report o f the Conference on Rural Education held at Ahmednagar, 
July, 1923. Price, As. 4.

Christian Education in China, the report of the Commission of 1921-22. 
Price, Rs. 5, post free.

The Relation o f Church and Mission in China. By E. C. Lobenstme. 
Price, As. 12, post free.
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Papers on Educational Problems, by Sir Michael Sadler, Prof. Paul Monro 
and Mr. J. H. Oldham. Price, As. 4, post free.

Minutes o f  the International Missionary Council, Oxford, 1923. Price, 
As. 6, post free.

The Relations of Missions and Governments in Belgian, French and 
Portuguese Territory. Price, As. 12, post free.

Notice.
The Foreign Missions Supply and Shipping Agency informs 

us that it is now represented at the port of Bombay by Messrs. 
Coutts and Co., Pathe Buildings, Ballard Estate, Bombay, into 
whose hands missionaries may place their affairs with confi
dence that they will receive the same attention as when dealing 
direct with the London office.

Index to “  The Harvest Field ”
A  Table of Contents and Index for T h e  H a r v e s t  F i e l d  

of 1923 has been compiled and printed. We shall be glad to 
supply a copy post free to any subscriber who wishes to bind 
the volume, upon application to 111a Russa Road, Calcutta; 
or to the Wesleyan Mission Press, Mysore City.



ISLAM IN INDIA
Dr. Zwemer’s Impressions of the Situation of Islam in 

India and the Work of Evangelization

DR . S. M. ZW EM ER, after having spent several weeks 
in the Punjab, the United Provinces and Bengal, gave to 
the R e v i e w  in an interview the main impressions which 

had been left upon him by the investigations he had been able to 
make. His views are given in his own words.

(1) “  After meeting the missionaries at Landour, Naini Tal 
and in the various places visited, I am convinced that the 
resolution passed at Jerusalem expresses the situation in terms 
none too strong.”

The resolution passed with regard to India by the 
Jerusalem Conference of Workers among Moslems is as follows :

It is astonishing that Moslem India also is, in a very real sense, 
an unoccupied Held. Little special work ior Moslems is carried 
on, although there are 69,000,000 of them. There are large cities like 
Bombay, Lucknow, Delhi and Lahore where formerly there was 
special effort to win Moslems, but where now there are NO mission
aries wholly devoted to this task.

While there are viore than 5,000 missionaries in India, the 
number of these who are specially prepared and set apart for the 
evangelism of Moslems is P IT  I  F U L L Y  small. Only a few centres 
like Dacca, Rawalpindi, Peshawar, and Quetta can be said to have 
missionaries devoting their whole time to Moslem work.

Though, on the other hand, it may be said that there are many 
places where missionaries are giving part of their time to 
Moslems, yet even when one considers all this, it is still C LE A R  
that there is such a serious lack of attention being given to the 
Moslem problem in proportion to its importance that its adequate 
consideration by all missions in India is urgently required.

“ My interviews with men like the Rev. M. T. Titus, the 
Rev. L. Bevan Jones, Professors R. Siraj-ud-din and Mohamed 
Ismail and the Rev. Anwar ul Huq, convinced me also that a 
knowledge of Arabic, even if only of its fundamentals, 
enormously increases the ability of any workers to get into 
touch with the leaders of Islam in India and the literate classes 
in general. This is due not only to the fact that Arabic is read 
and spoken in India by many Moslems (far more than we 
think), but to the fact that all Muhammadan vernaculars are 
steeped in Islamic vocabulary and thought and that only those 
who know Arabic can intelligently read the manuals of devotion
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and prayer prepared in diglot and triglot for the various 
language areas. The need of a glossary of Moslem terms such 
as was prepared for China is self-evident,

(2) “ As far as I have 6bserved the situation, the Moslem 
press is far ahead of the Christian press in India, as is the case 
in China. There are diglot and polyglot editions of the Koran 
in Bengali, Urdu, Gujrati, Marathi, Malayalam, Tamil, etc. as 
well as three English versions. If our information is correct, 
three distinct Bengali translations of the Koran now exist. The 
standard Muhammadan translation in folio edition appeared as 
a third imprint, and the publishers tell us that 20,000 copies of 
the third edition are sold every year in Calcutta. In addition 
there is one published some 29 years ago by a Brahmo-Somaj 
Bengali scholar, and the recent one by the Rev. Wm. Goldsack. 
A  firm of booksellers, after cross-questioning, insisted that 
they were printing no less than ten million copies of an Arabic 
leaflet, used as an amulet, every year. I have no doubt that 
Arabic Christian literature would find readers in the chief 
Moslem centres, if an Arabic-speaking colporteur, or one who 
knew Arabic, were engaged in this special work.

(3) “ The educated Moslems at Aligarh (of both Univer
sities), at Lahore, Lucknow, Calcutta, etc. seemed to me 
peculiarly accessible and responsive to the friendly constructive 
presentation of the Christian message. This is true, also of 
educated young women, of whom I met an outstanding example 
in the Woodstock School, Mussoorie.

“  At Lahore while attending a meeting of the Committee on 
Moslem Literature of the National Christian Council, I was 
greatly impressed with the splendid work accomplished and 
proposed by this Committee. A  number of new books and' 
leaflets were approved for publication, but it became clear in 
our discussion that much more was needed and that a large 
part of the literature proposed for use in Egypt and Syria 
would be also eminently suitable for Indian Moslems. Co
operation with the Central Bureau at Cairo is therefore essential. 
The great desideratum, however, is new plans, methods and 
release of energy for distribution of the literature that already 
exists. Until we can create a conscience on this matter among 
the rank and file of workers who meet Moslems, the literature 
output will be lying idle on the shelves. It was felt, I believe, 
by the Committee, that the number of magazines published in 
Urdu could be decreased with advantage, and that one strong 
magazine, such as the N ur Aishan would have a larger 
circulation if it became a union enterprise. Would an English- 
Urdu magazine similar to our Cairo Orient and Occident 
not prove valuable ? Perhaps The Epipha.7iy could be made 
an Urdu-English magazine after this fashion.
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“  The Indian Church should set aside some of its leaders in 
the various language areas for the special work of preparing 
literature for Moslems. This can only be done, satisfactorily, 
when such workers make a study of the Moslem press, both of 
periodicals and books. I was astonished at the general ignorance 
which seemed to prevail concerning the activity of the Moslem 
press, and the character of its literature. T o  supplement the 
excellent survey prepared by Mr Clayton, Christian Literature 
in India, we need a modest but thorough study of what the 
Moslems in India have been writing in the last ten years on 
religious subjects, especially of their present day attitude to 
Jesus Christ and Christianity. It is my impression that 
such a survey would prove a revelation of both the strength and 
the weakness of the Muhammadan position and lead to new 
methods and new success in our presentation of the Gospel.

“  A  visit to Qadian, the chief propaganda centre of the 
Ahmadiya movement, has convinced me that not only in India, 
but throughout the Moslem world, we cannot over-emphasize 
the importance of the printed page as the most economical and 
most effective method for carrying our message of the Cross. 
The use of the English language by the Moslem press is most 
significant. Have the missions realised that English is thus 
becoming a Moslem world-language and that we now should use 
this channel far more than has yet been attempted ? There 
are, in India, no less than ten English newspapers and magazines 
published by Moslems and intended for the defence and pro
pagation of their faith.

(4) “  In meeting large companies of new missionaries at the 
language school at Landour and the hill station of Naini Tal, I 
was impressed with their ability for this new day of opportunity 
and their willingness, and in some cases their utter eagerness, 
to give themselves wholly to Muhammadan evangelization, 
if  they were set apart for this purpose by their boards and societies. 
Could not the National Christian Council press this matter 
home to all societies concerned ? It would seem to be the part 
of wisdom that in those provinces where over 35 per cent, of 
the population is Muhammadan, new missionaries should be 
allowed to choose whether they will qualify for work among 
Hindus or Moslems or the Mission should determine the matter. 
The double qualification and the double task is only possible in 
exceptional cases. To-day, the lack of specially qualified workers 
among Moslems is as astonishing as it is pathetic.

(5) “ We were surprised and pained to find that to the 
following questions, on the printed syllabus for discussion, no 
reply or a very meagre response was obtained from missionaries 
living among the people : (i) What are the principal Muham
madan brotherhoods in India, and what is their present activity



and influence ? (ii) What methods do Moslems use in winning 
converts among outcastes ? (iii) What contact is there between 
the Moslems of India and those of Egypt, Persia or Turkey ? 
Is this through the press or brotherhoods or political organiza
tions, or is there no contact with the Near East ? How can 
this close contact, if it exists, be utilized by Missions among 
Moslems in the Near East and India ?

(6) “  Although no statistics seem to be available regarding 
the number of converts from Islam in the various provinces 
and in all India, their number must be very considerable. An 
estimate carefully made and a list of distinguished converts 
would prove an inspiration to workers throughout the world 
of Islam.

(7) “ In conversation with converts and inquirers and, more 
especially, after an interview with a distinguished Indian 
Christian barrister, I think there is need for the study of the 
present legal status and rights of a convert from Islam (an 
apostate) throughout India. Has the “ Caste-disabilities R e
moval Act ”  proved adequate to protect the life, marriage-ties 
and property of converts ? In Native States as well as in India 
under British rule ? Has there been an attempt to revive the 
law of apostasy as, e.g. in Bhopal, and can we expect large 
accessions to the Church as long as such laws and “  disabilities ”  
exist ? We need a clear statement of the present status of 
Moslem converts for the guidance of workers and in order that 
steps may be taken, if necessary, to secure greater liberty 
and freedom .”
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THE PRESENT POSITION OF CHRISTIANITY 
IN CEYLON

BY THE REV. A . STANLEY BEATY, K A N D Y, CEYLON

FOR half a century the percentage of Christians to the total 
population of Ceylon has remained practically the same, 
in fact the Christian percentage to-day is slightly less than 

in 1871.
This is the position as revealed by the last census and it 

has to be faced frankly and without panic. However much we 
may admire the quiet perseverance of those who labour on 
from  year to year without worrying about statistics there can 
be no doubt that from time to time someone ought to do the 
“ stocktaking.”  We all recognise that figures are not the final 
test of Christian effort, but it as unwise to ignore them altogether 
as to seek to make them prove too much.

How little change there has been in the position of any of
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the four great religions found in Ceylon, during the last fifty 
years, may be seen from the following table :

Buddhists Hindus Christians Muhammadans Others
1871 63-3 .. 19-4 .. 10-0 7-1 ■09
1881 61-5 .. 21*5 9-6 7-2 •08
1891 62-4 .. 20-5 .. 10-0 7-0 •02
1901 60-0 .. 23*2 9-8 6-9 •07
1911 60-0 .. 22-8 .. 10-0 6-9 •03
1921 61-6 .. 21-8 9-9 6-7 •02

The actual figures for the various religions are : Buddhists 
2,769,805; Hindus 982,073 ; Christians 443,400 ; Muhammadans 
302,532; others 795.
Population by Race

The strength of the various races and their rates of 
increase have to be taken into consideration in seeking to arrive 
at any conclusions in regard to the progress of religions. The 
total population of the Island in 1921 was 4,504,549 being an 
increase of 9'6 per cent, which compares very unfavourably 
with the increases reported at the two previous censuses, 
namely, 14*9 per cent, in 1911 and 18’8 per cent, in 1901. The 
urban population formed 12‘9 per cent, of the total, and the 
rural 87‘1 per cent., practically the same as in 1911. The density 
o f population was 178 to a square mile.

Of this population, 67 per cent, are Sinhalese, 24‘9 per cent. 
Tamils, 6’ 3 per cent. Moors. It is interesting to note that of 
the Tamils in the Island, considerably more than half are 
“  Indian Tam ils.”

The rate of increase is highest amongst the Sinhalese being 
l l ' l ,  whereas the population increase for the whole of Ceylon 
(all races) is 9'6. This fact has an important bearing on the 
question of the strength of Buddhism. The increase amongst 
Tamils is only 5‘8 per cent.— least of all races except the 
Malays.
Religion by Race

In considering the religions of the various races, attention 
must be paid to the different sections found within each race, 
as this will throw light upon some aspects of Christian work. 
For instance, of the “  Low-country” Sinhalese 86 per cent, are 
Buddhists and 14 per cent Christians ; whilst. amongst the 
“  Kandyan ”  Sinhalese the Christian percentage'^ only ‘7, all 
the others being Buddhists. Amongst the Tamils, “ C eylon ”  
Tamils are 83 per cent. Hindus and 15 per cent. Christians ; 
whilst of “  Indian”  Tamils the percentages are 89 per cent, and 
8 per cent, respectively. It is curious to note that 1'15 per 
cent, of Ceylon Tamils and 2’68 per cent, of Indian Tamils 
returned themselves as Buddhists. This is almost certainly



due to wrong enumeration, as it is very difficult to get from the 
Tamils of the less intelligent classes a correct designation of 
their religion.

Practically all the Moors are Muhammadans although 22 
returned themselves as Christians, 28 as Hindus, and 36 as 
Buddhists. Amongst the Malays, representatives of these three 
other religions are also to be found. The Christian Malays 
number 6 (4 Church of England, 2 Wesleyans).

The Veddas, who shew a decrease in population of 822 
persons, are divided between Hinduism and Buddhism in the 
proportion of two to one respectively, whereas, in 1911 many 
of them were classified under “ other religions.”  Only 20 
Veddas returned themselves as Christians as compared with 89 
in 1911. This is due to the fact that when Christian Veddas 
intermarry with Sinhalese or Tamils the tendency is for them 
to be enumerated under the race into which they have married.

Of the Europeans 99 per cent, are Christians. But 18 
persons have returned themselves as Buddhists. Amongst the 
Burghers one per cent, call themselves Buddhists, and Hinduism 
is represented by 16 persons and Muhammadanism by 4.
Christianity by Race

Out of every 100 Christians, 59’49 are “ Low -country”  
Sinhalese, 175 “  Kandyan ”  Sinhalese, 18*42 “  Ceylon ”  Tamils, 
11*16 “  Indian”  Tamils, ,1*81 Europeans, 6*56 are Burghers and 
*79 belong to “  other races.”  ±

Christianity by Denominations
Roman Catholics have increased by 29,199 or 8*6 per cent., 

and are now 83 per cent, of the total Christian community. 
The Church of England numbers 44,730 or ten per cent, of the 
Island Christian population. Wesleyans come next with 17,345 
which is practically the same figure as at the census of 1911. 
Presbyterians, totalling 3,536, shew a decrease of 10 individuals, 
although the percentage of Europeans amongst the Presbyterians 
has slightly increased (from 8*9 per cent, to 9*4 per cent.) 
Baptists are 3,511 in number, an increase of 205. Congregat- 
ionalists total 1,753, not including 1,178 persons enumerated 
under “  South India United Church,” most of whom are probably 
Congregationalists. Figures for the Salvation Army are 1,165, 
and “ other Christians ”  number 2,861.
Literacy

No survey of the census figures would be complete which 
did not include the statistics of literacy, and the following 
tables, which shew a steady increase in literacy, especially 
amongst women, have a direct relationship to the educational 
work of Christian Missions :
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{a) Literacy by Race. Percentage of Literates (excluding children 0-4 years).
Males Females 

1911 1921 1911 1921
“  Low-country ” Sinhalese 56*9 .. 65-3 .. 20-7 .. 32-2
“  Kandyan ”  Sinhalese 
“ Ceylon ” Tamils 
“ Indian ” Tamils

43-3 .. 53-7 3-3 8-7
53-7 ..  62-3 12-8 23-7
22-3 .. 30-6 1-7 6-5

“  Ceylon ” Moors 37-6 ..  47-2 3-1 6-1
“  Indian ”  Moors 53-6 .. 64-2 22 5-5
Malays 62-5 .. 71*2 17-1 34-2
(¿>) Literacy by Religion. Percentages (Not excluding children 0-4 years). 

Males Females 
1911 1921 1911 1921

Christians 60-3 .. 66-0 .. 38-8 50-1
Buddhists 41-8 .. 50-4 .. 9-1 .. 16-8
Muhammadans 36-2 .. 44-8 ..  3-2 .. 6-3
Hindus 29-6 .. 36-9 4-0 .. 10-2
ic) Literacy by Denominations Percentages (Not excluding children 0-4 years). 

Males Females 
1911 1921 1911 1921

Presbyterians 84-6 .. 88-0 .. 84-6 .. 85-8
Church of England 74-5 .. 77-4 .. 63-9 .. 69-5
Baptists 73-6 .. 74-9 .. 63-4 .. 68-5
Salvationists ' 62-3 .. 74-7 .. 43’6 .. 64-5
Wesleyan Methodists 70-6 ..  73-5 .. 56-7 .. 64-3
Congregationalists 71-3 .. 72-6 .. 72-2 .. 72-9
Roman Catholics 57-5 .. 63-8 ..  33-9 .. 46-4

The different proportions in the above table are probably 
largely due to the different racial distribution of various 
denominations, e.g. practically no~ Sinhalese or Tamil villagers 
will be found amongst the Presbyterians.
General Conclusions

( l )  In the matter of numbers the Christian Church in 
Ceylon is failing even to keep pace with the natural growth of 
the population, shewing a rate of increase of only 8'4 per cent, 
while the populational increase is 9‘6 per cent.

Various explanations may be offered. It is thought that 
Christians shew a greater tendency to emigrate than those 
belonging to other faiths. Or, it may well be that the number 
of Christians coming into Ceylon is less than used to be the 
case. Relatively, fewer Europeans have come into Ceylon 
during the past ten years* but whether the percentage of 
Christians amongst the immigrant Indian labourers is higher 
or lower cannot easily be ascertained.

Some have thought that, in all probability, the birth rate is 
lower amongst Christians than amongst Gthers. Here again, 
it is not possible to get the data on which to base an accurate 
conclusion, as vital statistics are not available according to 
religion. Even if this theory were true we think that, probably, 
there is a lower death rate amongst Christians, and this would 
act as a counterbalancing factor.
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Again, the War has to be allowed for as making: the past 
decade altogether abnormal and this has, no doubt, affected the 
Christian figures to some extent. The influenza epidemic, also, 
made the intercensal period unusual. But as it was the Asiatic, 
and predominantly non-Christian, races that were most seriously 
affected in Ceylon, that would make the Christian position 
relatively stronger, e.g. the Tamils were most affected by the 
epidemic ; Burghers and Europeans least affected.

Of the various Churches the Church of England has fared 
best, shewing a rate of increase of 8'8 per cent, slightly higher 
than that of the Roman Catholics.

There can be no doubt that all sections of the Church lose 
considerably by lapses from Christianity, often occasioned by 
marriages with non-Christians.

(2) Mission schools have been successful from the educa
tional point of view. They have given us a higher standard of 
education within the Church and, though it is true that the 
number of direct converts from schools is not high, it will proba
bly be found that the majority of those who turn to Christianity 
in later life are old pupils of a Mission School.

There is one question, however, that cannot fail to arise. 
“ Has our evangelistic effort kept pace with our educational 
activities ?”  We think not. The bulk of our evangelistic work 
is on the old stereotyped lines, and we believe that to bring the 
preaching of the Gospel into line with the changing educational 
standard much more needs to be done to evangelise the educated 
English-speaking classes who have passed through bur High 
schools and colleges.

(3) The apparently strong position of Buddhism may be 
accounted for to a large extent, as suggested above, by the 
higher rate of increase amongst the Sinhalese population than 
amongst others. It is also to be remembered that a good many 
Tamils have found their way into the Buddhist total, owing to 
the extreme difficulty of ascertaining definitely the religion of 
ignorant coolies. But the small*progress of Christianity amongst 
the Kandyans calls for serious notice.

(4) Figures for Hinduism are so largely affected by the 
migration of estate labourers that any deductions are unsafe. 
The low rate of increase amongst the Tamils is, to a large 
extent, responsible for the percentage of increase amongst 
Hindus being so low as 4*7. Amongst “  Ceylon ”  Tamils the 
Wesleyans appear to have made some progress, despite the 
emigration of many ”  Ceylon ’ Tamil Christians to the Straits 
Settlements.

(5) There is practically no break in the solid front which 
Muhammadanism presents. But is this to be wondered at ? 
There are a few devoted women workers tackling a most 
difficult problem in their visits to Muhammadan women in their
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homes but, so far as we know, they are not supported by any 
organised effort to reach the men. The C.M.S. and W .M.S. 
have at various times represented to their authorities at home 
the need for one man at least to be trained and set apart for 
this work, but so far it has not been possible to meet this 
requirement. Has not the time come for the Missions in Ceylon 
to unite in an effort to reach the various Muhammadan com 
munities ?

(6) Opposition has probably, been keener in recent years 
than for some time previous. It affects to some extent both 
the work of schools and of direct evangelism. But, on the other 
hand, it has so often acted as a stimulus rather than a hindrance 
that we have been inclined to thank God for it. We have to fear 
indifference within the Churches more than opposition from 
outside. The greatest danger that threatens at this time is that 
Christian people should be content to accept the existence of 
great masses of non-Christians around them as a matter of 
course, that the Church should “ sit down”  under the problem 
of the unevangelised multitudes and in trying to save its own 
soul, should lose it.

These notes on the census are written not with any idea of 
rubbing in discouraging and unpalatable facts but in the hope 
that they will sound as a challenge in the ears of Christian 
people in Ceylon.

AN EXPERIMENT IN FELLOWSHIP
BY MISS E . T. STEVENS, MADRAS

ONE of the outstanding features of the present time is the 
“  Fellowship M ovem ent.”  The word is becoming weaken
ed through too common use, but the desire for fellowship 

is one of the greatest elements of hope amidst so much that is evil 
and selfish and un-Christian around us. The growing conviction 
that fellowship is an essential, and that the sin against brother
hood is a grievous sin among the followers of Christ, the 
awakening conscience which demands a much more searching 
application of the principles of the Gospel to social, national, and 
international relationships than ever before, are surely evidences 
o f the working of the Spirit of God and a new manifestation 
of the mind of Christ.

It is, then, our part to welcome all efforts and experiments 
made in the direction of true fellowship, in which old barriers 
of rank or nationality are overleapt, and as by comrades in a 
common enterprise the common good is sought. It is to such 
an experiment, the purpose of which is to promote understanding
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and right relationships among European and Indian women 
engaged in the work of the Kingdom, that we wish to call 
attention.

As things are at present we are very conscious of the diffi
culty of right relationships between the European missionary 
and the Indian worker. It is of the utmost importance that 
race distinctions should cease to be recognized, and that Indian 
and European should work side by side on terms of equality, 
positions of responsibility being held regardless of race. This 
position which would seem obvious in any other civilized 
country, is not so in India, and in this time of transition it is 
often very difficult for a new-comer to the country to judge of 
and adapt herself to the changing situation. Very often a 
missionary is put into a position of some authority almost at 
once, which effectually prevents her ever being regarded as an 
equal by Indians. It is seldom that she has an opportunity of 
living side by side with Indians in any kind of equality. On 
the other hand, well-educated Indian women and girls feel the 
difficulty of working with Europeans and in Mission schools 
because they are uncertain of what the personal relationship 
will be, and they fear lack of scope for Indian initiative under 
present conditions. This fear is often ill founded, but there 
has been reason for it in the past, and something is needed to 
demonstrate that we intend to treat Indians entirely fairly as 
fellow workers, without respect of race.

In order to meet the problems of both European missionaries 
on their arrival in the country and of Indian workers, the 
suggestion has been made that a Training college should be 
opened in which both should study together, and live on terms 
of social equality. Missionaries would study language and 
some of the subjects usually taught at home, but which could 
be learnt in a much more practical way on the spot. Indian 
Christian students would have no less need to learn of the 
history and culture of the country, comparative religion, apo
logetics and the Bible. There is a great and increasing desire 
among educated Indian Christian girls to take a share in 
religious and social service, and many would gladly do more if 
they knew how to set about it, while the need for them to take 
an increasing part is urgent. Only Indians can bring India to 
Christ, and only Indians can discover the way for India accord
ing to her own genius and heritage in worship, in social 
development and in education; and educated Indian women 
are ready for posts of leadership, and to explore new ways. 
For some of these, and for some who are already engaged in 
work, such as pastors’ wives before whom is a great field of 
opportunity, a definite training in the teaching of Christianity 
and in social work would be invaluable. This, we believe, can
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be given in combination with the preparation of Europeans 
for the same kind of w ork ; while the life on equal terms as 
fellow students would lead to mutual understanding, sympathy 
and respect as nothing else could do, and a new attitude and 
relationship would arise in a natural way which would greatly 
help to make future work together fruitful.

The following is a suggestion of the work that might be 
attem pted:

(1) Study of religions, and the culture, literature, history and philosophy
of India.

(2) Bible study—methods of teaching to Christians and non-Christians,
Church history, the Indian Church etc.

(3) Sociology, hygiene.
(4) Language (for Europeans)

Practical Work :
(1) Visiting houses and schools.
(2) Work in Sunday schools, social service centres, women’s meetings,

Church work.
(3) Discussion in groups with outside friends on international, social and

religious questions.
It is suggested that the most suitable place for such training 

in South India would be Madras, where there are considerable 
facilities for study, opportunities of contact with Indians of all 
classes and positions, and where very varied forms of work are 
carried on.

The cost of such an enterprise to Missions would be small, 
as the training of missionaries would take the place of part of 
the training now given at home, the funds for which, whether 
contributed by the Society or by the student, could be trans
ferred for her training here. The course would occupy the 
first year or eighteen months on the field, which by most 
Missions is given for language study, and the missionary has 
provision made for expenses of board and language instruction. 
So the cost of living and part of the tuition would thus be met. 
Additional expenses would be in connection with rent and 
salaries, and in the provision of scholarships for some of the 
Indian students.

We should be glad to know whether such a scheme would 
commend itself to the Christian community, and should wel
come suggestions concerning it. We should also like to know 
whether Missions would be prepared to support it by recom
mending it to their home committees.

2
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A CURRICULUM OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
FOR USE IN COLLEGES

BY EDW ARD A . ANNETT

DURING the past few months I have been asked by prin
cipals or professors of four different colleges to indicate 
the principles upon which a satisfactory curriculum for 

Bible teaching should be based. This is my reason for the 
following attempt to outline work in a field in which I have 
had no personal experience. But, since it often happens that the 
spectator sees more of the game than do the actual players, so 
is it possible for an outsider to take a more dispassionate 
view of the problems of a task so complicated as this, than 
those who themselves are feeling the pressure of the problems.

In every case the matter, as it was put to me, was approach
ed from the standpoint o f the suitability for use in colleges 
of such-and-such books of the Bible, and of the manner of 
their use. With all due respect to those who made the enqui
ries, this appears to me to represent an angle of approach to 
the subject that has caused a good deal of the embarrassment 
that has been experienced in the past. The first step, surely in 
outlining a college curriculum, or any other curriculum for the 
matter of that, is to consider it teleologically rather than 
doctrinally or methodologically, that is, in the light of the end 
sought rather than in that of the matter available for use ? A 
great English schoolmaster when asked by a visitor to his 
school what they taught answered, laconically, “  B oys.”

Thus there needs to be a good deal of careful thought 
given to an expression of aim that will be both adequate 
and definite. It will be necessary, perhaps, to state as the aim 
several principles that should govern the choice of material 
and method. These principles will be similar in general 
character to those that hold good in a land like Britain or 
America, but they will possess certain emphases that are 
necessary in a land like India.

The simplest way of describing what we are aiming at 
with these college students would be to say that we are striving 
to produce vital religion in their hearts, a life and faith of their 
own, centering in Christ. But that is too general a statement 
for our purpose here, for it is the description of our objective 
in its final aspect. We have to realise that on the way there
to there are intellectual and emotional results to be achieved by 
us if that final end is to be ultimately reached. One of the 
results desired is to lead the students to think clearly, so that 
they may be men who will insist upon seeing their problems
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accurately. Another is that they shall be given what may be 
termed a Christian cosmology, instead of the chaos that 
exists in their minds regarding the universe in which they find 
themselves ; that is, they must receive a revelation of a God of 
purpose and order and method behind all history and all that is 
to-day; they must see all creation as moving towards “ the 
great divine event.”  Thirdly, their ethical ideals must be 
rooted in the character of God and enlightened by His purposes 
of grace ; there is no other way of meeting India’s paramount 
need of sane and stable guiding principles of conduct. Fourthly, 
they must come to see that personality is the most precious 
human possession in the world, and that its development and 
refinement in quality, in usefulness and forcefulness is the duty 
of every one who is called to exercise influence over others.

The great questions our young men and women are 
thinking of are such as these : Is there a spiritual interpretation of 
the world we are living in ? Is it possible to believe in a God at 
all in such a world as this ? Is human freedom a reality, and 
has it any raison d’être ? Is there any validity in moral and 
religious values ? Is the Christian ideal practicable in a 
materialistic age such as this appears to be ? The trouble is 
that in our Bible classes we are talking of things which seem 
to them to be of small consequence. They do not attempt, it 
may be, to refute our positions, chiefly because these appear to 
them to be remote and not worth their consideration. I do not 
mean to imply that the minds of our students are consciously 
moving on high levels of enquiry and thought, but that at the 
back of their minds there are these great questions, vague but 
real. With the haziness of idea and ideal characteristic of youth 
they need particularly to be brought into contact with teachers 
who have clear-cut convictions regarding the essentialities of 
religion, and in that connection it may be remarked that since 
the teacher is to be an interpreter of religion, a reputation for 
religious radicalism is a poor asset in him.

Our difficulties really commence when the matter of actual 
curriculum for this work is approached. Particularly there 
arises the question of the value of the Old Testament. 
“  Concentrate on Christ”  has been a slogan that has had a very 
large opportunity of proving its adequacy, but, considered in the 
light of what has been said above, it really represents neither 
loyalty to Christ nor wisdom, if it means that teaching shall be 
confined to the New Testament. For the revelation Christ 
brought was built into that already given, and the Old 
Testament is not so much a religious history of the Hebrew 
race as it is a progressive revelation of the mind and character of 
God. One great value of the Old Testament is that it lays 
emphasis upon the fact of God as the great Doer, the active
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Agent behind all phenomena, the Personal Mind of the 
universe working patiently for foreseen ends. Without the 
Old Testament revelation of God, and the delineation of His 
purposes and ways that gradually appears therein, we find the 
full flower of Christ’s revelation failing to impress because 
of the lack of solid foundation in the minds of the hearers. 
“ Moses hewed, Christ carved,”  said truly one of the 
Reformation fathers. The danger is lest we allow His 
redemption to appear unrelated to the universe.

The great prophets, it is generally recognised, have a more 
living message for the age than even have the Christian 
apostles. The apostles wrote for the Church ; the prophets still 
speak to the nations. But again, with all their moral 
magnificence these, too, need to be fitted into the matrix of the 
unfolding presentation of God as we have it contained in the 
drama of revelation. For our students in India to-day a unique 
value of the prophets, in addition to their splendid messages 
of social order, is the unanimity with which they point on to the 
coming King and Kingdom, creating by their optimistic 
enthusiasm a mental attitude that demands Christ. All of this 
is necessary, alongside of the account of the extension and 
development of the Kingdom under the apostles, if the deeds and 
sacrifice of Christ are to have sufficient background to make the 
motive understandable.

In the utilisation, however, of this diverse material—Old 
Testament, early and later, the Synoptists, the Fourth Gospel, 
the Acts and the Epistles— there must be the most painstaking 
and deliberate consideration of values and uses. The habit of 
leaving the choice of a Bible subject very largely to the inclina
tion of a professor, perhaps himself a young man fresh from 
his own college course, cannot be too strongly deprecated. 
The curriculum of religious education, both in what it gives and 
in what it demands from the student, must hold its own for 
scientific thoroughness with the stiffest courses in the college. 
And not only ought there to be a curriculum conceived in a 
most thorough fashion, but there should be also regular collabo
ration among those who use it. The effect of the whole teaching 
must be absolutely on the lines of the best team work if the 
greatest effect is to be made • on the students. A ll who are 
taking part in the work should be thoroughly aware of the 
methods and objectives of tliose who precede them and of those 
who follow  them in the complete scheme. Each should be 
able to count upon specific work done by the others, and there 
should be no vagueness about this. Again and again has the 
remark been made by a college professor that he has no idea 
what the other men are teaching.

The actual composition of the curriculum should have
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received the combined attention, then, of all concerned in its 
use ; and they should assure themselves that it is as wide as the 
mental needs of the students, with a scope that includes the 
whole of life. Just how far it is well to confine instruction to 
the Bible would be one of the matters to be considered; but 
there seems little doubt that the curriculum would greatly 
benefit by a small amount of extra-Biblical courses. These 
should not, in all probability, extent over more than a fourth or, 
at the most, a third of the work of any one year. But their 
inclusion appears to be essential if all the varied aspects of the 
general subject are to be dealt with. A  curriculum consonant 
with the aims already sketched out, should give the student: 
[a) A fund of religious information; (b) a religious interpret
ation of life ; and (c) an application of religion to social rela
tions. For (a) the extra-Biblical material might consist of the 
historical geography of the Holy Land and comparative study 
of relig ion ; for (b ) it might include the psychology of 
religion and the philosophy of religion; and for (c ) the social 
aspects and problems of religion.

One naturally hesitates to go further than this in a brief 
article, and yet it would scarcely be considered complete with
out some attempt at an actual syllabus, however sketchily it 
might have to be done. So, with much hesitation, I suggest 
the follow ing:
First Year.

The story of Jesus—a composite picture of Christ mainly from the synoptics.
Old Testament history, say, up to the division of the kingdom, in which 

the biographical element is kept well to the fore, but with emphasis 
upon God’s unfolding purpose.

The historical geography of the Holy Land.

Second Year.
The story of early Christianity—Acts and Epistles.
Old Testament history—From division of kingdom right through the 

Maccabean period to the Advent, with particular stress laid upon 
the Prophets and their visions’ of national ideals.

A n  easy study o f the psychology of religion.

Third Year.
Gospel of John and the apostolic interpretation of Jesus.
Life of Paul—A sample of what Christ means in the experience of men.
An easy study of comparative religion.

Fourth Year.
The principles of the teaching of Jesus applied to life to-day, Indian and 

universal.
A  short study of the philosophy of religion.
The Bible in art and literature.

It may be objected that this would really mean a depart
ment of religion instead of merely a daily or periodical Bible
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lesson ; but since we claim that religion is so large a part of 
a man’s life, should we offer less ? Is it not worth while, when 
dealing with the fine stuff there is in the student body of our 
colleges, to give so sound, complete and scientifically-arranged 
a course of religious education that it will bear comparison 
with all the other work undertaken ? And, so far as the 
students are concerned, would not a curriculum so comprehen
sive enhance their ideas of the value of the religious teaching 
given ?

ARE ALL RELIGIONS TRUE?
BY G. Y . CHITNIS, PRARTHANA SAMAJ, BOM BAY

THE world of to-day is rent asunder as much by religious 
disputes as by political differences. The old antipathies 
between one religion and another are being revived in a 

subtle yet pronounced manner. True that we have not, in 
modern times, such instruments of torture and persecution as 
stakes and racks, yet the desire to persecute is still there if 
only in a subdued and refined form. There are those, however, 
who having got tired of these religious feuds, and being inspired 
with the ideal of unity above everything else, devised a plan of 
effecting a reconciliation between one religion and another. 
They say that these controversies in the name of religion are 
useless, as all religions despite the variety in their external 
forms are essentially the same, and therefore to claim that one 
religion is superior to another is equivalent to saying that God 
is partial to one religion more than to another. This view 
which prevails very largely among the educated Indians, has 
done, no doubt, a very great service to the cause of religion in 
the way of removing bigotry, narrow-mindedness and fanaticism 
which have been responsible in the past for a good deal of 
persecution and even bloodshed. At the same time, it has led 
to the mistaken notion that all religions are equally true and 
one religion is as good as another, so that there is not the 
slightest need for a person to give up the religion in which he was 
borne and embrace another. Hinduism, Judaism, Christianity, 
Muhammadanism and other religions being at bottom one, it 
is neither necessary for a Hindu to give up Hinduism and 
adopt Christianity or any other faith, nor is it necessary for a 
Christian or a Muhammadan to give up his own faith and adopt 
another. Hindus, Christians, Muhammadans and others worship 
God who, although described differently by different persons, is 
primarily one, and they all hope for salvation, which also is 
essentially the same. This loose way of thinking had led to a
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good deal of misunderstanding regaiding the true character 
o f  the great historic faiths. That religions differ, and differ 
fundamentally in their respective conceptions of God and also 
in their views of salvation, is clear to any earnest and impartial 
student of comparative religion. Writing as early as 1820, 
Raja Rammohan Roy, the great founder of the Brahma Samaj, 
says in his Introduction to The Precepts of Jesus, that 
“ A  notion of the existence of a supreme superintending 
power, the Author and Preserver of this harmonious system 
who has organised and who regulates such an infinity of 
celestial and terrestrial objects, and a due estimation of that law 
which teaches that man should do unto others as he would 
wish to be done by, reconcile us to human nature, and tend 
to render our existence agreeable to ourselves and profitable to 
the rest of mankind. The former of these sources of satisfac
tion, viz., a belief in God, prevails generally, being derived 
either from tradition and instruction or from an attentive survey 
o f  the wonderful skill and contrivance displayed in the works 
of nature. The latter, although it is partially taught also in 
every system of religion with which I am acquainted, is princi
pally inculcated by Christianity.”  In this connection it must 
be remembered that Rammohan, whom Monier Williams 
regarded as the first earnest investigator in the science of com
parative theology, compiled The Precepts of Jesus expressly 
for the purpose of recommending them to his own countrymen, 
because there was something in the teaching of Jesus which was 
lacking in the religion they professed. The difference, how
ever, as the Raja has hinted, is not only a difference o f degree. 
The golden rule “ principally inculcated by Christianity ”  is 
according to him “  partially ”  taught by other systems of religion. 
This statement may hold good in the case of Judaism, Muhamma
danism and Christianity. What is partially taught by Judaism 
and Muhammadanism is principally or more fully inculcated by 
by Christianity ; and in this sense Christianity fulfils both 
Judaism and Muhammadanism. But we cannot say this in the 
case of Christianity and Hinduism or Buddhism. Of course, to 
judge by a pure system of ethics, I do not think there is much 
to choose between Christianity and Buddhism. What was 
taught by Buddha was, after five hundred years, taught by 
Christ, only adding to the teaching of Buddha the belief in the 
existence of God, and so even some scholars believe that what
ever is taught by Christianity is borrowed from Buddhism ; and 
the close resemblance between the teaching of Buddha and 
Christ is indeed, striking enough to mislead these scholars. 
But we cannot determine the relative value of the various 
systems of religion by noting, superficially, the similarities and 
differences between one system and another ; but we must go
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to the very bottom of every religion and try, if possible, to find 
out, what conception of God it teaches and what kind of salvation 
it offers to its adherents. It is also to be determined by noting 
what attitude a religion adopts towards life. Before starting to 
answer these questions it seems necessary to me to add, that 
in an enquiry of this kind we must get rid of all prepossessed 
convictions and must be prepared to accept truth from whatever 
quarter or source we receive i t ; also we cannot allow our 
patriotism or loyalty to our; own ancestral faith to interfere 
with our love and search for truth. For after all, our patri
otism and ancestral faith are best fulfilled by seeking the truth 
and nothing but the truth.

T o proceed with our enquiry. If we survey the history of 
the world-religions we find that all the great religions can roughly 
be divided into two groups. One group, we may call, for the 
sake of convenience, the Aryan group which includes Hinduism, 
Buddhism and other minor systems. The other group may be 
called the Semitic group which embraces Judaism, Christianity, 
Muhammadanism and other smaller religions. I am not includ
ing Zoroastrianism in any one of these groups, because I am 
not sure whether it belongs rightly to the first or the second 
group. The ethical monotheism taught by Zoroaster stands in 
such glaring contrast to the absolutism, if I may use the term, 
of both Hinduism and Buddhism, that I feel I am justified in 
isolating it from the Aryan grou p ; nor do I think it right to 
include it in the Semitic group, because by way of ^common 
theological terms it is more allied to Aryan than to the Semitic 
group. I therefore think it necessary to isolate it from both.

The two groups in the course of their growth have deve
loped characteristics which sharply distinguish the one from  
the other. Hinduism, if we except the early times when there 
was a tendency to invest the god Varuna not only with 
supreme powers but also with ethical attributes, developed 
remarkable metaphysical powers and concentrated its thought 
mainly on the nature of God (Brahma). It discovered that 
He is the Supreme Reality, the one without the second, 
Self-Existent, Omnipotent, Omniscient, and so on. In 
describing the limitless nature of God, Hinduism very often 
verges on Agnosticism and the last word which the Vedas 
have to say about him is Neti, Neti. Hinduism realised the 
Ultimate Reality as Self-Existent, Intelligent, Wise and so on, 
but it never stopped to consider what kind of character this 
God possessed. This predominantly metaphysical conception 
of God led to the view that God being the Sole Reality and all 
else, including the human soul, unreal, the salvation of man consists 
in getting rid of his individuality and being merged in the 
infinitude of the Godhead. This can be best achieved by a
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total withdrawal from the world and by practising severe 
austerities to deaden the senses and root out all desires and 
passions. Buddhism, which is the logical outcome of the central 
philosophic idea of Hinduism, teaches practically the same 
thing although it denies that a belief in God is necessary for 
salvation. The problem before Buddha was how to free 
man from sorrow and suffering. His enquiry led him to 
the conclusion that, as the desires of man are the cause of his 
suffering, he must get rid of all his desires good or bad, and 
attain a desireless and a passionless state, which is Nirvana. 
It is because of the prevalence of this view, and the spirit of 
otherworldliness which it brings, that Hindus were till recently 
supremely indifferent to their social, economic and political 
interests and devoted themselves entirely to the pursuit of 
final beatitude.

Let us now examine the Semitic religions. The problem 
before these religions was not that of being free from sorrow 
and suffering, but of realising the rule of righteousness in their 
lives. Their conception of God is pre-eminently ethical. This 
God is the God of Justice, Righteousness and Love. They 
have concentrated their thought exclusively on the character of 
God instead of, like the Aryans, on the nature of God. Accord
ingly the difference between the two conceptions of God led 
to the difference in their views of salvation. The Semitics, 
instead of aiming at philosophic absorption in the Infin
itude of God, sought to realise His character by a full 
development of their personalities ; and therefore they regarded 
sorrow and suffering, not as something which being intrinsically 
evil has got to be escaped but as an effective instrument in the 
realisation of their ideal. This in its turn led not to a with
drawal from the world, but to an active benevolence and service 
in order that God’s Kingdom may be established on earth.

I cannot go more deeply into this subject for the space at 
my disposal is very limited ; but the deeper we go into it the 
more we are convinced that thè view that all religions are 
equally true and that one is as good as another, is due either to 
our ignorance of the peculiar characteristics which sharply, nay 
fundamentally, distinguish one religion from another, or as I 
have remarked above, to a very loose way of thinking.
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SOME CONDITIONS AND PROBLEMS OF 
THE JHARIA COALFIELD.

BY THE REV. W . HAM ILTON, POKHURIA, SAN TALIA

HE Jharia coalfield in the province of Bihar and Orissa is,
roughly, a hundred square miles in extent and in it there
are about 400 collieries. These collieries are in the 

main controlled by managing agents in Calcutta, who have 
their managers doing the actual work on the collieries.

The colliery manager generally enters upon an agreement 
for three or five years. Even within that short period he may 
be changed from one colliery to another, and a rough and ready 
method of judging his efficiency as a manager is to note whether 
he can maintain and, if possible, increase a good output of coal. 
The consequence is that the human side of the labour does not get 
the attention it might otherwise receive. However much he 
may desire to improve the human side of his labour conditions, 
his agreement is so short and his anxiety to maintain an adequate 
output so great that he, not unnaturally, seeks the line of least 
resistance. The conditions of his service are apt to make him 
look a year ahead instead of ten years ahead. In the pioneer 
stage of an industry the business has first of all got to be made 
to pay, and in this initial struggle for existence improvements 
in the conditions of the miner which would undoubtedly cause 
immediate economic loss are postponed till the financial 
stability of the concern is assured. It is very pleasing to see 
however, that the longer a manager stays in India, the more 
attached he becomes to his labour and the greater is the 
personal interest which he takes in it. The labour in the 
Jharia coalfield is largely recruited by contractors whose 
agents go out to the villages, ten, twenty, or thirty miles away. 
In this way much of the Santal labour is recruited. The 
recruiter induces the Santal to go in by giving him “  buckshe- 
esh ”  or an advance, just to go in to the mines and see how he 
likes it. Often a crowd goes in together after having persu
aded the recruiter to feast them with a goat in token of his 
goodwill. When miners go in they generally take one or two 
of their women-folk with them'. They are nearly all cultivat
ors in a small way, and it is this fact that makes the Santal 
miner so independent, compared with the miner at home, who 
has nothing to fall back on should work in the mines fail. The 
Santals go to the mines mainly when things are quiet in their 
own villages. They invariably return home during the plough
ing, harvest and marriage seasons.

It will be admitted that a reasonable and comprehensive 
scheme is desirable to ameliorate labour conditions in the
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coalfield. It is necessary to take long views, to formulate a 
scheme that will make for the greatest good of the greatest 
number and then to concentrate upon that scheme till it is 
carried into effect.

We believe that a good case for amelioration can be made 
out along four lines, and we gladly acknowledge that already 
some progress has been made. The lines along which we 
suggest that public opinion should be concentrated are these :

(I) Housing.
(II) Elimination of women and children from the mines.

(III) Prohibition.
(IV ) Compulsory primary education.

These four are closely inter-related, and form part of one 
comprehensive whole to be worked out gradually. Let us look 
at each in turn.

(I) Housing. At present a very comprehensive scheme of 
housing is being carried through by the Jharia Mines Board of 
Health, under the Chairmanship of the Additional Deputy Com
missioner, Mr. E. S. Hoernle, I.C.S. The late Rev. Dr. Campbell 
was largely instrumental in calling attention to the original 
deplorable housing conditions, and now a great transformation is 
taking place. Much of the credit of this transformation is due to 
the present Medical Officer of Health, Dr. G. W. Thompson, who, 
in spite of many difficulties and much opposition, is carrying 
through the Board’s scheme with .energy and patience. The 
existing houses have to be remodelled, rebuilt or replaced by the 
year 1929 in order to conform with the regulations of the Board. 
Each house has now to have a minimum capacity of 1,000 cubic 
feet. Sometimes there is a division in the main room, 
generally a small verandah in front; while a number of 
companies are going beyond the regulations in having little 
compounds as well to ensure privacy. The new white 
dhowrahs are now a feature of the whole Jharia landscape, and 
the beneficent effects of the transformation are already 
apparent. The dhowrahs are now attractive to the labour as 
residences, and in some cases when the miners return to their 
villages someone is left in the coalfield dhowrah to ensure that 
they get the same dhowrah again when they come back to work 
in the mines.

(II) Elimination of women and childrea from the mines. 
Once the housing scheme is carried through to a conclusion, the 
companies are then in a position to offer their labour a home 
in the coalfield. The miner, no less than the manager, can only 
do his best work when he has a good home at his back. The 
good house gives a good foundation for the good home. The 
next thing is to give the miner’s wife a chance of making a good 
home by taking her out of the mines altogether. We understand
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that India is the only country in the world where women are 
allowed to work in the mines. Men and women generally work 
together in pairs, the man doing the cutting, the woman doing 
the carrying. In this way together they make from Re. 1 to 
Rs. 2 a day, according to the number of tubs they fill. There 
are few restrictions of any kind. They may work for two or 
three days on end and then remain at the top for a similar or 
longer period. A  mother can take her infant babe down the mine 
with her, lay it in a corner af the gallery where she is working, 
and there is no one to say her nay. Recently the Government 
of India circularised the Provincial Governments on this question 
of taking the women out of the mines, but the opinions returned 
were almost unanimously against taking the women out in the 
present state of the industry.

The reasons against taking the women out are chiefly 
these :

(a) There would be g. great disclocation of the labour to 
begin with. In the pioneer stage of the industry, men and 
women were allowed to work together as this method would be 
least likely to interfere with the social custom of the country. 
It is said that the men won’t work without the women, and that 
cutting is the man’s natural job and carrying the woman’ s. 
(When a Santal child is born friends do not ask ungrammatically 
as we do in English, “  Is it a boy or a girl ”  ? They say, “  Does 
the new relative carry on the head or on the shoulder ? ”  If on 
the head the child is known to be a girl, if on the shoulder, a 
boy. T o lift one load and place it on the head is an easy matter. 
Were the men to carry in the mines in their accustomed way by 
carrying two equal loads suspended to a bamboo pole slung 
across the shoulder, it would be much more awkward and take 
more time.) The statement that the men won’t work without 
their womenfolk is a serious one that needs further investigation. 
While men generally work with women as their carriers it is 
rather an assumption to think that they therefore always work 
with their wives. One of the biggest problems that missionaries 
have to deal with is the case of men who leave their wives in 
the villages and go to work in the coalfield, where it is difficult for 
them to avoid falling into temptation. Another equally 
serious problem is the flight of young girls to the coalfield when 
they get to about fourteen or sixteen years of ago. The 
economic conditions in the villages are not sufficient to support 
them, there is a certain lure about the big world of Jharia for 
them, and the results in some cases are nothing short of tragic. 
It is as if girls were to leave the Highlands of Scotland for 
service in London. We believe that by taking the women out 
of the mines entirely they would be encouraged to make a 
decent home for their familes on the top, and the new houses
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which are being built at present will give them an incentive to 
make a good home in the coalfield. Further, with the rise in 
living the villages are no longer able to support the cultivators 
by their cultivation alone. Were the women taken out there 
would probably be a certain amount of dislocation to begin with, 
but the miner now knows where he can get good money for 
working and that, coupled with his constant need of more money, 
would soon make him return to where money is to be found. 
In the meantime, things could be greatly eased by the introduction 
o f more modern methods and machinery so that the change 
would take place with as little friction as possible.

(b) Another objection is that the expense of taking the 
women out would be very great. In the present state of trade 
depression, no one is spending more money than is necessary. 
Consequently the time is not ripe for experiments. The 
business has got to be made to. pay first of all, and while 
some of the collieries are paying very well, others are 
not paying at all. In theory, most colliery managers would 
agree that it is a good thing to take women out of the mines, just 
as we would all agree that it would be a good thing it we all 
had ^1,000 a year. What they say is that the time is not ripe 
for such a costly experiment. This is not a matter on which the 
•different companies can very well act independently, and it 
will not be accomplished without legislation.

(c) Again, it is stated that the health of the women 
working in the mines is quite good. This impression may not 
take sufficient cognisance of the fact that very many of the 
women go back to their villages in times of illness. It is 
■difficult to see how women can remain healthy for any extended 
period by working underground. No matter how well the 
mines may be ventilated there is always a large percentage of 
impurities in the air, and the women have often to carry the coal 
up long and steep gradients. We believe that a number of 
accidents to women in the mines are simply due to their 
inability to look after themselves through exhaustion. In 
January and February of 1923, Dr. D. F. Curjel, M.D.,D.P.H., 
o f  the W omen’ s Medical Service, made an investigation into 
the conditions of female labour in the collieries. We take the 
following extracts from her report: “ Women who are carry
ing coal for men employed in opening up new galleries, may 
have to work in parts where there is little air movement in an 
atmosphere vitiated by smoke from naked oil lamps.”  “ In 
other (mines) owing to the difficulty in obtaining women’s 
labour, men and boys are carrying coal.”  “  Managers working 
small mines on a very limited capital were very strongly 
against the prohibition of women working underground, but 
unfortunately for their opinion it was on such collieries that the
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worst housing and living conditions were to be found.”  “  On 
the whole the health of women who did not work continuously 
in the mines but returned at intervals to their village homes, 
was better than that of the relatively few women who were 
permanently settled on a colliery.” “ The result of individual 
inquiries among 117 women mine-workers showed that the 
majority of women-workers go home for their confinement and 
that the death rate among the children born on the colliery is 
proportionately higher than that among those born in village 
homes. The birth rate among women settled on a colliery is 
high but the number of children who die is also very high.”  
Dr. Curjel’s main conclusion was that the existing medical 
arrangements for the treatment of women during childbirth 
and of both women and children in illness were defective and that 
increased expenditure and a better organisation for this purpose 
would be remunerative. It may be asked how we are to meet 
those objections against taking the women out of the mines 
and to get the great mass of inertia on this subject on the 
move. We suggest two lines.

(1) By advocating that women should be taken out of the 
mines on general principles. It is one of the best known of 
King George’ s sayings that “  the happiness of a nation has its 
foundation in the homes of the people.”  Anything that 
strengthens the home, strengthens the nation. No man can do 
his best work unless he has a good home at the back of him, and 
that is just as true of the Santal as of the European. The 
essential minimum for any home which is worthy of the name 
is a good house* good food, sufficient clothes and an adequate 
supply of fuel. It is a woman’s full time job  to make a home 
out of these. Given these she can do justice to herself, to her 
husband and to her children.

(2) Again, by keeping women and children out of the mines,, 
the way will be prepared for the creation of a strong hereditary 
class of miner. A t present one o f the greatest difficulties of 
the labour is that it is so casual. Labourers are drawn now 
from many parts of India, though still mostly locally. If the 
mines were sufficiently attractive, the miner would be induced 
to make his home permanently in the coalfield, and to a much 
greater extent than at present men would become professional 
miners like their fathers before them. By taking the mothers 
and children out of the mines the children would have a better 
chance on the top of developing strong, healthy bodies, and 
there is no reason why a strong, healthy, hereditary class of 
miner should not become a feature of the coalfield, just as at 
home. We have to acknowledge gratefully that in a few cases- 
the women are sent home for a month prior to child-birth and 
allowed to :stay there for a month afterwards while pay i& 
drawn for the whole period at a fair rate.



OF T H E  J H A R IA  C O A L FIE L D 309

It is important in this connection to draw attention to legis
lation which will have a great effect in improving conditions in 
the collieries and which is bound to make the elimination of the 
women from the mines only a matter of time. We refer to 
the new India Mines Act which comes into force on July 1st 
1924. There are three main provisions that directly concern 
our present subject.

(i) Under Section 26 ot this Act, children are not to be 
allowed to go either in the mine or in or about the mine. A 
mother may still take her children into quarries or on the 
surface of the mine, but not underground. If the child can’t go 
down, then neither can the mother in many cases, and so a 
little step forward is being made in taking the women also 
out altogether.

(ii) The age-limit of a child is now 13. Formerly a child 
was defined as anyone below 12. This also makes a small but 
definite advance. (Section 3 c.)

(iii) Under Section 23 of the Act a definite limitation of 
working hours is provided for. After the 1st July the law 
enjoins that no person shall be employed in a mine on more 
than six days in any one week. Further no person shall be 
allowed to work more than 54 hours below ground and 60 
hours above ground in any one week. Thus the way is being 
paved for the introduction of regular day and night shifts, a 
very desirable next step.

In view of these considerations we think it would be a 
reasonable proposition for Government to fix a period of, say, 
five years from now, at the end of which time all women should 
be taken out of the mines. Where there’ s a will there’s a way, 
and five years seems to us a reasonable time within which 
the management of the mines can make the necessary re
adjustments so that there may be a minimum of dislocation in 
the transition period.

(I l l )  Prohibition. The third item in the whole scheme of 
suggested reform is that of prohibition. A  man and his wife 
after a, long spell in the mine only too readily go to the grog 
shop when they come up, where their good wages are 
swallowed up in a night. Drinking and gambling form the 
natural reaction under the present conditions. A  tired woman 
is not in a mood to prepare food for her husband. A  bout o f 
drinking only too often leads to a bout of quarrelling, With 
little or no money left to procure good food and clothing, they 
have to go back to the mine to make more money. That may 
seem a good thing in the eyes of some, as it keeps the miner at 
his work, but on a long view it is suicidal. A  miner working 
under these conditions will not last long, he can have no 
happiness in his work, and he is in the long run an economic 
loss to the industry. Were this temptation removed from him,
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and were his wife always in his home on the top, the wages 
which he at present gets would be sufficient to procure him 
good food and good clothing, with the prospect of being a 
capable workman for many years, and contented at his work. 
Grog shops that were originally opened to give the workers 
some relaxation are fast becoming a first class nuisance. The 
Santal knows his own weakness, and the present system of 
grog-shops helps to turn casual drinkers into confirmed 
drunkards. The Santal also knows what is good for him, and 
were this great temptation removed from his path we do not 
think that he would raise any outcry. One thing that we 
consider quite indefensible is the provision of country spirit 
under Government auspices. Country spirit is not the Santal’s 
natural drink, it not only makes him drunk, but makes him 
madly so, and worst of all, stimulates the craving for drink. 
Government unfortunately makes a huge revenue out of this 
traffic for which there does not seem to be an atom of justifica
tion. Last year, in Bihar and Orissa, the revenue from excise 
amounted to 1 crore, 90 lakhs. Miners have sometimes admitted 
to us that they are not any better off in the long run than they 
are in the villages because so much of their money so quickly 
disappears through drink. Even with their bigger pay in the 
mines they are often much deeper in the debt of the money
lender there than they were in their own villages. An all 
round scheme of prohibition would do much to raise the tone, 
the com fort and the intelligence of the workers in the mines.

(IV ) Compulsory Primary Education. The fourth item in 
the general scheme of improvements suggested is, compulsory 
primary education. Children running about wild on the top 
-will quickly fall into mischief unless some means is provided to 
meet the new conditions caused by the new Act. “  Satan 
finds some mischief still for idle hands to do.”  The natural 
line of progress is to equip the miner’s children with the 
elements of education. The amount of litigation, trickery 
and sorrow in India through inability to read the simplest 
documents is appalling. The right to be made familiar 
with the three “  R ’s ” is the birthright of every child. A  great 
many of India’ s troubles will disappear on the day that every man 
and woman is able to read a receipt, write a simple letter and 
calculate accurately in rupees, annas and pies. There are at 
present a number of schools in the coalfield, but they are chiefly 
attended by the children of babus, sirdars, shopkeepers and 
moneylenders. The last named know only too well the value of 
education in their nefarious trade and are able to raise and 
support schools without any outside aid. The education which 
they acquire is just sufficient to keep the illiterate miner 
permanently in their grip. We do not believe there is much in 
the saying that if you educate the miner he will want l o  handle
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a pen and not a pick. That is not true in the west, where the miners 
as a class are amongst the most intelligent of citizens. What 
we are advocting here is primary education, that is the education, 
to,which every child that is born has a right to, an education 
that will enable him to protect himself and to hold his own in 
the sphere of labour to which he happens to belong. The 
money-lender, for example, simply battens on the miner because 
he knows that the miner does not know. This year the 
President of the Association of Colliery Managers in India gave 
it, as his opinion, that education of the labour was desirable 
because of the accidents that took place, and the harm done to 
expensive machinery through ignorance of the labour in handl
ing it. What he advocates on behalf of the more skilled 
workman we would advocate on behalf of the humblest 
miner. There is a great deal of economic waste in India 
through the fact that the simplest orders have to be explained 
and re-explained from the manager down through the different 
grades of intelligence, and endless trouble is caused in financial 
matters, too, because money is passed down and down till it 
reaches in the end the unskilled and illiterate worker, who sees 
it getting less and less on its way down. An elementary educa
tion in “ Readin’, ”  “ ‘ Ritin’ ,”  ‘ “ Rithmitic,”  would enable the 
miner to understand simple instructions, read danger signals in 
the mines, barter on better terms with the shopkeeper, and 
above all, help him to read receipts for rent or loans.

This fourfold scheme we consider to be practicable in the 
near future. Each of the four items is good in itself, but will 
not be of nearly so much value unless carried out in con
junction with the others. Each paves the way for the 
accomplishment of the others, and, cumulatively, we believe 
that they will have an immediate effect in raising the social 
and economic status of the mining industry in India.

DEVOTIONAL SECTION
The Way of Consecration

V. THE CONSECRATION OF LEISURE

IF cur work must be consecrated in order that our lives 
may achieve their true purpose, so, none the less, must our 
leisure.

I
Leisure, no less than work, is part of God’s dispensation 

for our lives. The alternation of work and rest is, manifestly, 
the divine law for all living creatures. The body, mind and

3
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spirit of man all need to be re-created in rest. For such re
creation sleep and food are means that all perforce recognize,, 
and there are some eager spirits who allow themselves no 
further respite from work and prayer than that which the 
demands of sleep and fopd necessitate. But our Lord ’s 
example of retirement from the multitudes, and His invitation 
to the disciples to “  come apart and rest awhile,”  seem to justify 
the practice of most of us in taking further leisure—some 
moments of recreation in every day, some days of holiday in 
every year. Psychologists also tell us that the human machine 
works better for such periods of renewal, so much better in 
fact as more than to make up for the mere time lost. Yet for 
the Christian such times of recreation will only be justified if 
they too are consecrated, taken up, like the rest of his life, 
into the one central aim.

II
Some (to use our modern jargon) are temperamentally 

“ introverts,”  and these tend to spend such moments of leisure 
by themselves, in pursuit of some quiet hobby or in solitary 
rambles. Others are “  extroverts,”  and seek naturally at such 
times the company of others. Probably, for most of us the 
healthiest rule is a use of both of these ways in due proportion. 
Perhaps, too, we should train ourselves to correct our personal 
bias by deliberately cultivating that way to which we are 
naturally less prone. The man who is naturally self-absorbed, 
without doing undue violence to his nature, should yet make a 
point of spending more of his time in the company of others 
than he is naturally inclined to do. The man who is naturally 
sociable should take the more care to see that his capacity for 
quiet thought and intake does not get atrophied. For the 
complete life both forms of leisure are needed, and their value 
is realized when we think of their highest purpose.

The times of leisure that we spend in solitude should be, 
not just moments of self-centred reverie, but moments of quiet, 
almost unconscious, enjoyment of the Presence of our Father- 
God. They are not to be like the times of prayer, when by a 
deliberate and conscious aspiration we set ourselves to hold 
communion with Him. If such prayer comes in our leisure 
times, it will come spontaneously and unsought. But, rather, 
we just go abroad to taste afresh the joy of being alive in God’ s 
w orld ; and there, without our fully realizing it, in the broad 
spaces of nature, amid the mystery of the hills and under the 
magic of the stars, God’s beauty thrills us, His love warms us, 
and His peace floods our souls.

So, too, the times of leisure that we spend in the company 
of friends are useless or harmful if they are spent entirely in 
mere trivial gossiping. But we know what uplift and refresh
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ment may come from the interchange of thought between 
friends on matters of some real interest or concern—how mind 
sharpens mind, and familiar things take on a new charm, and 
freSh vistas of truth are opened up. Nor can we doubt the 
power of happy human laughter and of the warmth of genial 
human friendship to make God closer and more real. Just as 
few things so dim the vision of God as low and debased 
pleasures, so (as anyone will witness who has passed from a 
“  rag ”  to a prayer-meeting at a student conference) few things 
have such power as pure innocent merriment to banish the 
clouds that often hide His smile.

I l l
Lastly, we need also to consecrate our leisure thoughts— 

those times in which, as Bishop Paget says, “  some people are 
simply listless, and hardly conscious of thinking at a ll; some 
build castles in the air ; some think of their ambition, or of the 
scraps of praise that they have heard ; some of their anxieties 
some of their grievances; some of their dislikes; some, 
happily, of their hobbies; some, very unhappily, of their 
health; and some, one must fear, of thoughts that are 
wholly ruinous and shameful.”  It would be hard to exag
gerate the importance of the part played by these leisure 
thoughts of ours in the formation of our characters. 
When we are hard at work, or absorbed in a game, our attention 
is more or less claimed in one particular direction ; but in our 
leisure moments the mind is free to wander along any path 
it may choose, and it is by the habitual drift or tendency 
of our minds at such times that our habits of thought, and 
so to a great extent our characters also, are determined. 
What makes a man commit murder ? More often than not, 
surely, it is no deliberate intention to kill, but simply the fact 
that thoughts of envy, hatred and malice have been so long 
fostered and cherished that they have become a part of the 
man’s whole mental outlook, and in a moment of crisis suddenly 
flame out into the fatal deed before he can restrain himself. 
We know the same thing, in a smaller way, in our own experi
ence, how in some careless moment there slips out the word 
which surprises even ourselves by its revelation of the mental 
habit that we have been allowing to grow up within us in 
leisure moments. “ Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh.”  So, too, what makes the saint? Not only 
the habits of prayer and communion with G o d ; not only the 
long, faithful toil and the heroic deeds ; but also, in large 
measure, the habitual turning of the mind, in unclaimed moments 
into pure and wholesome channels, and the steady exclusion 
thereby of the germs which so easily poison our mental life. 
In the mind consecrated to Christ there can be no place for
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careless and impure thoughts, jealous thoughts, selfish thoughts, 
thoughts of hatred. Rather, we must seek to discipline our 
minds in the direction which St. Paul points out to u s : “  What
soever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatso
ever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report ; if 
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these 
things.”
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The Megilloth (The Song of Solomon, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes and 

Esther). By the Rev Canon Sell, D.D., with a Foreword by the Right Rev. the 
Bishop of Tinnevelly. Published by the S.P.C.K. Depository, Vepery, 
Madras. Price of each volume, Re. 1.

The above three books belong to a series of commentaries which Canon Sell 
is writing with the needs of the Church in India specially in view. The 
historical setting, the prevailing beliefs and practices, and the general spiritual and 
mental outlook that formed the background of these writings are clearly and 
briefly set forth in these commentaries. They throw a flood of light on parts 
of the Bible which are little read, and let us hope these brief commentaries will 
stimulate among Indian Christians an intelligent study of Old Testament books 
along historical and critical lines.

* * . * * *
The Village Well o f India. By John Symington, M.A. C.L.S., Madras. 

Price, As. 3.
This is a booklet of 15 pages written by one who has considerable experi

ence in the construction of wells. It contains many useful and practical 
suggestions which will be found serviceable to missionaries and others who have 
to sink .wells or maintain them in good condition.
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Sadhu Sundar Singh, called of God, By Mrs. Arthur Parker. Fifth-edition. 
C.L.S., Madras. Price, As. 10.

That this book, first published in 1918, has gone through five editions is an 
indication of the popularity of Sadhu Sundar Singh. He is popular because 
he been holding aloft an ideal of life and work held in» high estimation by 
the religiously minded in this country ; and he has demonstrated, beyond doubt, 
that there can be no contradiction between a Christian and a sanyasi. In him 
we find a natural Indian expression of the Christian idea! of self-renunciation, 
That an English lady missionary should be the sympathetic interpreter of the 
Sadhu and his life and work shews that true Christian life, whatever local forms 
or expressions it may assume, in the East or in the West, is at bottom one and 
catholic, arid proceeds from the same source. We trust that this book will have 
a still larger circulation and will lead many more to hear the message of a life 
truly consecrated to God.

*  *  *  *  *
We have received the following books from Messrs. Macmillan & Co., Ltd. 

(Calcutta, Bombay, Madras and London.)
1. Macmillan’s Modern India Readers. From the Primer to Book Four.

Prices from As. 6. to As. 10.
2. Dasaratha’s Curse and Other Stories. Tales of India Series (Junior).

Edited by V. Ramachandra Rau, B.A. Price, As. 3.
3. The Pupils’ Class-Book of Arithmetic. Book III. By Ed. J. S. Lay,

F.R.G.S. Price, Is. 3d.
4. The Pupils’ Class-Book of Geography. Africa. By Ed. J. S. Lay, F.R.G.S.

Price, Is. 3d.
5. Julia. A  Latin Reading Book. By Maud Reed. Price, 2s.
6. Extraits de J. J. Rousseau (French,) Edited by H. E. Berthon. Price, 3s.
7. Scholar's Reading Record. In single copy Readers, set D. For children of

ages 13 and over, giving a series of questions on each book mentioned in 
the set. Paper cover, price 4d.

8. A  Shorter School Geometry. Part 1. Hall and Stevens. Price, 2s. 6d.
9. English Grammar for Beginners. By L. Tipping, M.A. Price, 2s. 6d.
10. English Composition for Indian Students. By S. D. Kothare, M.A. and

Y. G. Talpad, B.A., S.T.C. Revised and enlarged edition. Price, Rs. 2.
11. Happy Days and Healthy Ways. A new health story reader. ByMarsden

and Johnstone. Price, 2s. 6d.
12. A n Intermediate Course in Modern English. By C. J. Brown M.A. and

H. S". Walker, M.A., of Lucknow University. Price, 3s. 6d.
13. Scenes o f Clerical Life. With Introduction and Notes by Michael

Macmillan. Price, 3s. 6d.
14. Rob Roy. Abridged edition for schools with Introduction and Notes and

with Illustrations. Price, 2s. 6d.
15. A  Short History of India, from the earliest times to the present day. By

E. B. Havell.
Though written as a text book, this will be found by the general reader to be 

of great interest. Here we have, for once, history written not for the purpose 
of propaganda, pro-British or pro-Indian, but with the objective of setting forth 
the very important place India has filled in world history. Nearly half of the 
book is devoted to what the author calls, “ The first Aryanisation of India.” 
One chapter of this section is on “  the symbolic foundations of Indian art,” 
which is typical of the sj'mpathy and learning which Mr. Havell has brought to 
bear on the whole subject.
16. Murdoch Readers. Reader II. By M. W. Lochart, B.A. Christian Litera

ture Society, Madras. With coloured Illustrations. Price, As. 6.
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REPORTS AND NOTICES
The Pasumalai Conference for Ministers and Laymen

Arrangements have now been completed for the holding of the Fifth Annual 
Conference for ministers and laymen at Pasumalai from Friday, 12th September 
to Tuesday, 16th September. Preliminary arrangements for the programme 
have been approved. The Rev. William Paton M.A., Secretary of the National 
Christian Council will be the President of the Conference this year. Among the 
special speakers will be Dr. A. J. Appasamy, Secretary of the Christian 
Literature Society, Rev. T. Subramanyan of the Wesleyan Mission, Madras, 
and Rev. H. R. Calkins, D.D., Lucknow. Dr. A. J. Appasamy will speak on 
“ Christianity as Bhakti Marga.”  Dr. Calkins will speak on “ Stewardship ”  
and Rev. Mr. Subramanyan will give the evening devotional addresses.

Since the Fourth Conference a new open air auditorium (Arungasalai) has 
been dedicated and it will be used in September for a drama on the “ Life of Saul 
of Tarsus ”  and for Kalechebams and other meetings.

During the days of the Conference, the Madura Church Council Institutes 
for Christian workers will also be held in Pasumalai and will afford visitors an 
opportunity to study the work of the Madura Council.

Invitations to attend the Conference are being sent to all Missions and 
Churches in the Tamil country and a certain number of delegates from each 
will be paid third class fare one way for attending the Conference. Any Christ
ian minister or layman in the Tamil country may attend the Conference at his 
own expense. Food will cost 12 annas per day. Sleeping accommodation will 
be provided, but delegates must bring their own bedding, and cots if they 
desire them.

This Conference has been increasingly a blessing to those that have attended 
in the past and it is believed that the meetings this year will be more helpful 
even than those of the past. More time will be given for discussion, and several 
important practical problems related to the Church and its work will be taken 
up.

The North India Christian Tract and Book Society
The North India Christian Tract and Book Society, Allahabad, wish to issue 

an up-to-date catalogue of Christian literature in Hindi and Urdu (both 
Persian and Roman characters) which will be stocked for sale at their Depot. 
They will feel obliged if a copy of each book, published, since 1917, with a 
brief description of the contents, is sent to Mr. N. K. Mukerji, Secretary, Tract 
and Book Society, Allahabad.

Birmingham Scholarships for Indian Christian Ladies
Through the generosity of the Rev. W. S. Hoyland and other friends in 

England, scholarships tenable for two years to enable Indian Christian young 
ladies to take a Froebel course or the Cambridge Teachers’ Diploma, have been 
awarded for the last few years.

The All-India Conference of Indian Christians have made themselves 
responsible for providing a return passage to students who are unable to find 
the money and also pays a sum of Rs. 1,000 for incidental expenses for each 
student awarded a scholarship.

Two of the ladies who were awarded these scholarships are now back in 
India, after having successfully completed their course of training and one of 
them, Miss Devasahayam, is holding a position of responsibility on the staff of St.. 
Christopher’s Training College, Madras. Miss Nayak, M.A., is at present 
undergoing a course of training in England. For the current year, Miss 
Hannah Daniel, B.A., of the Kinnaird High School, Lahore, has been awarded 
the scholarship and will be very soon leaving for England. Although Miss 
Daniel is finding her own passage, we are pledged to pay her incidental
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expenses during the course of training and have to do the same for Miss 
Nayak.

Funds for this purpose are urgently needed and donations will be most 
thankfully received and acknowledged in this paper by the Rev. J. C. Chatterjee, 
M.A./Honorary Secretary, Birmingham Scholarship Fund, St. Stephen’s High 
School, Delhi.

Punjab Christian Council
The Punjab Christian Council, formerly the Punjab Representative Council 

of Missions met for its Twelth Annual Meeting in the hall of the Young 
Women’s Christian Association, Lahore, on’ the 9th and 10th of April, 1924. 
For the first time the Council assembled under its new name and constitution, 
but the change was not merely in name, for from the very beginning a new 
spirit was manifest. Not only was there a larger representation of Indians, but 
their share in the deliberations of the Council was fuller and more equal to 
that of non-Indians. They had come not only to represent their employing 
Missionary Societies, but many of them had come as accredited delegates of 
their Church organisations. There were as many as four Indian lady delegates, 
whose contributions to the deliberations of the Council were of intrinsic value 
and their presence a great asset.

The agenda of the Council also revealed the significance of the new 
Council. There was a complete sharing of one another’s problems by the 
foreign missionaries and Indian members of the Church. A representative 
committee had been laboriously working on the marriage problem in the Indian 
Christian community, while another small committee brought in an equally 
valuable report on the training of missionaries through Language schools. 
Both these useful documents were placed before the common judgement of all 
and if the missionaries had contributions to make in the debate on the marriage 
problem, the remarks of Indian members on the report on the training of 
missionaries were no less welcome.

Reports were received by the Council, from its various committees and 
secretaries for special subjects. The reports of the Educational and Literature 
Committees and that of Mr. McCleish, of Ajmer, on Census figures, were of 
particular importance. The report of the Educational Committee was, in fact, 
the minutes of the second meeting of the Panjab Missionary Educational 
Council, which had .i full day’s sitting the day before and was attended by a 
large number of educationists from all over the Province. The Secretary for 
Survey gave an interesting and instructive summary of the 1921 Census figures, 
and paved the way for a more detailed consideration and interpretation of the 
statistics. The United Provinces Christian Council had appointed a committee 
to investigate the possibility of co-operation between Churches working in the 
Urdu speaking area for a common Theological college. It had expressed a desire 
to meet with a committee to be appointed by the Pan jab Council. The Pan jab 
Christian Council heartily responded to the invitation and a committee was 
accordingly appointed. Rev. W. Paton, the Secretary of the National Christian 
Council, presented the resolutions of the Conference on Industrial Education, 
recently held at Allahabad. These resolutions were committed to a committee 
for study and recommendations, in the light of the conditions of this Province. 
Thus a way has been opened for further advance in this direction. Universal 
Day of Prayer, Treatment of Village Christians by their Landlords, Application of 
Land Alienation Act to Village Christians also came up for discussion and were 
committed to sub-committees for investigation and action. An interesting 
paper on “ The Presentation of the Gospels to the Educated Indians ” by Rev. 
J. C. Chatterji, of Delhi, was also read. Thus the topics discussed were of vital 
importance to the Church and to the Missionary Societies.

The spirit, the programme, the desire for co-operation on the part of the 
Christian forces, were all indicative of the fact that these councils are to be 
called upon to play a most important part in the extension of His'Kingdom. 
—B. L. Rallia Ram, Honorary Secretary-Treasurer, Punjab Christian Council.
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Bihar and Orissa Christian Council Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of the Bihar and Orissa Christian Council 

took place at Ranchi on the 23rd, 24th, and 25th April. The Sessions took 
place in the St. Margaret’s School'Hall of the S.P.G. Mission. The Bishop of 
Chota Nagpur (Dr. A. Wood) President of the B. and O. Christian Council, 
presided, and was supported on the platform throughout, by the Rev. J. Z. 
Hodge, Secretary of the Provincial Council and by Rev. W. Paton, Secretary of 
the National Council. There was a large and very representative gathering of 
delegates from the very many Christian agencies of the Province. A satisfactory 
financial statement by the Rev. Gordon S. Wilkins, B.M.S., Cuttack, was present
ed. The new constitution, which is the constitution of the National Christian 
Council writ small, was adhered to and adopted. Rev. I. Cannady gave an 
interesting account of the activities of the Gossner Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. The work is being carried on there under the benevolent superintend
ence of American missionaries, and an autonomous Church is in process of 
formation. The Church is holding its own, but progress will be slow until it is 
decided one way or the other whether German missionaries are to be allowed 
back or not.

A  very interesting account of the project method of education was given by 
Miss Ferguson, of the D.U.M., Hazaribagh. who had just returned from a four 
months’ course at Moga. She dealt with the broad principles of the scheme, 
insisting throughout on the idea of purpose as underlying the whole. Other reports 
were given on the evangelistic campaign by Dr. Stanley Jones, on Temperance, 
Christian conventions and Christian literature. Mr. Paton explained the growing 
menace of the opium trade, showing how the whole scheme for its limitation 
was being held up by the Indian Government. The League of Nations, at Geneva, 
had said that enough opium should be produced for “ medical and scientific 
purposes.”  India’s representative was able to get added the words “ and 
legitimate.”  “  Oh the little more and how much it is.”  Mr. Paton then 
appealed for facts from all sorts of mission workers so that the truth might be 
arrived at. — "

The Rev. J. Drake, of Serampore College, presented the serious case of that 
College to the Council. In this College, built by Carey, everything practically is 
inter-denominational, except finance. Co-operation is now needed in men and 
money if the charter granted by the King of Denmark is to be saved. It is 
the only charter in India in distinctively Christian hands. The home bodies 
are sympathetic but want the opinion of the various bodies on the field. Under 
the auspices of the N.C.C. each denomination in sympathy is being asked 
to give proportionately to this needy cause. If help does not come soon, this 
College and its charter will go. It is the only non-Anglican theological college 
in India (save Bangalore).

Mr. Hamiltion, of the U.F.C. Mission, Pokhuri, spoke on some problems 
and conditions of the Jharia coalfield, advocating as a practical minimum, a 
scheme of housing, elimination of women and children from the mines, prohibition 
and compulsory primary education.

A  very helpful part of the proceedings were the (daily devotional services 
held morning and evening in the Cathedral, and* conducted by different 
members of Council. It was agreed to hold the next meetings at Patna in the 
spring of 1925. That such a helpful meeting of Council was possible was owing 
to the fact of the generous hospitality of the Ranchi missionaries ; and to Mrs. 
Wood, Mrs. Cannady and Mr. Whitley, who arranged for the comfort of the 
delegates, the best thanks of all are due.
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