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THE RELIGION OF THE PRIM ITIVE CHRISTIANS.(i)

T h e  ecclesiastical forms and observances o f  the early Christian church, 
and the practice o f  its members, have often, in late years, been re
ferred to for the purpose o f  countenancing error and strengthening 
the sway o f  superstition. Such procedure is at once illogical and
sinful. Error in doctrine or practice is not the less error, because 
it may have appeared in good, but fallible men in former times. 
Yet, there can be no objection to our contemplating them— in so 
far as they were countenanced by Scripture, and as the distance o f  
the prospect into these remote ages allow— for the purpose o f  at
taining clearer views o f  duty, and o f  hallowing our own practice.

Indeed, to do so, and thus trace the providential working o f  the 
Saviour in and by his church, is itself a duty; and it is one more 
especially incumbent on Christians in this land. Our position is, 
in many respects, similar to that o f  the primitive Christians. They 
had to bear up against the hostile efforts o f  an artful and power
ful priesthood, Jewish and heathen, and the superstition and de
grading sensuality o f  the great masses o f  society. And not only 
did they bear up against them; they obtained innumerable triumphs, 
and, for ages, went on “ conquering and to conquer.”  W e also 
are in the midst o f  heathenism; with an artful priesthood against 
us, and a superstitious, an ignorant, and deeply vitiated people to
enlighten and elevate. But how few are our triumphs, compared 
with those o f  the primitive heralds o f  the cross! The word sown 
by our fathers and brethren, in this land, has not been altogether
unproductive. The little leaven, hid by them in the mass, is exert
ing some influence. Yet striking, indeed, is the difference o f  the 
Gospel’s effects, as preached throughout the world in 49, or even 
in 149, and in India, in 1849.

What is the cause? The Gospel is now, as it ever has been,
the power o f  God unto salvation. The Holy Spirit is ever willing

(l) The substance'of an Address, delivered at the Monthly Missionary Prayer Meeting, in St. 
Andrew's Cburcli, Madras, on Monday Evening, February 5th,-1849, by the R ev. W . Grsut, of the 
Church of Scotland’s India Mission.
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to cooperate with his faithful servants. Must we look to the agents, 
or to the material to be acted upon, for the solution o f  the mystery?

The elements inducing the difference o f  development may be in 
each. But, not to range too discursively over the wide field, we 
shall, at present, confine ourselves to the consideration o f  the devoted 
character o f  the Agents in early times; premising that not those only 
who are peculiarly set apart to the office o f  the Christian ministry, 
but the members o f  the church generally, have, in every healthy period 
o f  its history, been the agents employed.

It is not meant, however, that these early Christians were aU in 
every respect safe guides or perfect examples. On the contrary—
not to speak o f  the evils mentioned in the New Testament itself 
— in the second or third century o f  our era there were errors, 
both in doctrine and in practice, as gross as those which disgraced 
the Popish church in the dark ages. Yet, though all were not 
sincere, and though in many that were, human nature still showed 
itself, the great body o f the primitive Christians— aye, and many
even o f  those who were chargeable with errors— possessed withal, 
to an eminent degree, the most fervent piety combined with exalted 
virtue and firmness. In the words o f  an eminent modern writer/ 1 > 
they “ challenge our respect as well as affection; for theirs was the 
fervour o f  a steady faith in things unseen; theirs, often, a meek
patience under the most grievous wrongs; theirs, the courage to 
maintain a good profession before the frowning face o f  philosophy, 
o f  secular tyranny, and o f  splendid superstition: theirs, the most 
arduous and costly labours o f  love; theirs, a munificence in charity 
altogether without example; theirs, a reverent and scrupulous care 
o f  the sacred writings.”  Considering our primitive brethren, then, 
both clerical and lay, as the agents employed in the diffusion o f
the Gospel, let us view them as manifesting themselves in Christian
action,

I. In their individual and family capacity.
Before any one can be expected to benefit others spiritually, he

must himself walk with God, and be one o f those who, through
faith and prayer, can prevail with God. Such were the primitive

* Christians. While they did not neglect others, they gave heed 
unto themselves.

(1) TayloT: Ancient Christianity, Vol. I. p. 37. The same Author elsewhere (Vol. XI. pp. 118 
—136), enters at length into a comparison between ancient and modern piety. In the comparison, 
■however, he takes “ ancient”  piety as it was estimated in the Fourth Century, when the ohurch 
had greatly deteriorated. Fastings, painful self-imposed mortifications and, outward observances had 
then but too generally taken the place o f evangelical holiness. Augustine, Chrysostom, Salvian and 
others o f the Fathers, give lamentable accounts of the decline of vital piety in that age. The 
author, in consequence, justly gives the preference to the moderns. Our view is directed chiefly 
to times nearer the Apostolic age; though some of the authorities are, of necessity, from authors a little 
later.
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T o be convinced o f  this, let us, in thought, go back to the first 
Centuries o f  our Era, and spend a day in the family o f  one o f  
these our elder Christian brethren. It is a visit which, associating 
us with those who were themselves associating with their Lord and
ours, could not fail to do us good.

W e would find that the primitive Christians rose betimes. The 
secret devotions o f  the closet we cannot perceive; but their char
acter may be inferred from those conducted in the family. While 
the hour is yet early the members assemble for united worship.

Let us first, however, observe their dress. It is simply neat. N o 
studying o f  variety or effect is to be detected. The demands o f
necessity and decency alone are consulted. “ Whatever answers 
these ends,”  says Basil, “ and leaves us free to pursue our daily 
labours is enough.”  “ Christians,”  said Justin Martyr, “ are in nothing
affected or fantastic, but both in their clothes and diet, and in aji 
other external matters, show the excellence o f  their discipline and 
behaviour.”  “ The usual garb throughout the Roman Empire,”  ob 
serves Lord King, “ was the toga or gown, which was more gay 
and splendid than the cloak: and those who came over from Pa
ganism to Christianity quitted the toga as too pompous and worldly, 
and took up the cloak as more grave and modest.”  Whether rich 
or poor, all considered themselves bound to be simple and plain in 
their apparel, and thought that the true beauty and ornament o f  
Christians lay in the purity o f  their minds, and the spotlessness 
and usefulness o f  their lives. They were the more readily induced 
to adopt this simple garb, from construing Paul’s request regarding 
the cloak which he left at Troas, into an intimation that the Apostles 
were dressed in this manner.<2)

The apartment also in which our family assembles, with every 
thing in it, is consistently simple. Seats and couches and cabinets, 
ornamented with the rich embroideries o f  Babylon; vessels o f  gold 
and silver; statues, paintings, and the numberless ornaments o f  vari
ous kinds employed to beautify the chambers and porticoes o f  the 
wealthy heathens o f  the age, were banished from those o f  even the 
richer Christians, as ill-befitting the self-denying character o f  the fol-

(2) Some of the Fathers used very severe language on this subject. Clemenis Alexandrinus, for 
example, compares those women who carefully adorned their persons, but neglected to consider 
the state of their souls, to Egyptian Temples. “ View the exterior o f these,”  he says, “ and all 
is beautiful and magnificent. Embosomed in delightful groves, with vast gates, stately porticoes, 
surrounded with ranges of pillars, the walls richly carved with striking figures, and adorned with 
gold and silver and precious stones, the produce o f Ethiopia and India—all is there that can 
charm the eye. But enter and inquire for the Deity, and, behind a curtain, you will be shown 
a cat, or a crocodile, or a serpent, as the inhabitant and tutelar Divinity! Such do those 
women appear to me who deck themselves with golden ornaments, and are occupied in curling 
their hair, painting their faces, blacking their eyes, colouring their locks, .and using other im
proper means to beautify the outer part. But look within, and see what is behind all th iB  finery. 
Instead o f  any thing to please, you will find much to excite hoTror and aversion. You will 
discover no image o f Qod there, occupying the penetrdlid, but instead, some filthy and danger
ous beast, a lustful ape or crafty serpent, rendering the soul a den full of deadly poison."
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lowers o f  the humble Jesus; nay, as tending but too powerfully to 
captivate the senses, and lessen their spirituality o f  mind. “ Will a 
knife cut any better,”  asks Clemens Alexandrinus, “ because its handle 
is ivory, and ornamented with silver? May not an earthen vessel 
serve to wash our hands in? Will the table not support our food 
unless its feet be o f  ivory? Does not the lamp made by the potter 
burn as brightly as that made by the goldsmith? May we not sleep 
as soundly on a humble couch, as on a bed o f  ivory; on a goat
skin, as on the purple shawls o f  Phoenicia? Did not our Lord eat 
from plain dishes? Did he bring down a silver basin from heaven
wherein he might wash the feet o f  his disciples?”

Y ou  will, therefore, find nothing splendid in the room where our 
Christian friends assemble; though all is becoming and orderly. Their 
rejection o f  the elegancies o f  life often brought down on the early 
believers the sneer o f  the worldly, and the indignation o f  the patron 
and votary o f  the arts. But their views o f  heaven were too bright,
and their fear o f  losing these views too deep, to allow them to re
gard such things; especially as their frugality formed the fountain 
whence rolled those full-flowing streams o f  charity and beneficence 
which, on many occasions, so astonished the heathen.(3)

Having thus taken notice o f  the dress o f  these early Christians, 
and o f  the apartment where they meet, let us now view them as 
engaged in their morning devotions. The carefully preserved and much

<3) It  may not be amiss to introduce here the celebrated passage in the Epistle to Diognetua 

( X p / f f r /a v o /  y t tp  OUTS y p  K. t .  A . ) ,  descriptive of the character of the early Christians. 
The author appears to have lived in the first century; as he says of himself, ^.Aitom oXoiV y s -  
v t f i s v o g  flttOr}X^g, and elsewhere intimates that Jerusalem was not destroyed when his Epistle 
was written—“ For Christians are nut distinguished from other men by country, or language or 
maimers. Though they have no cities of their own, but live intermingled in those of the Greeks 
and barbarians, each following the native customs, where his lot is cast, in clothing, food and mode 
of life, yet they are distinguished by a wonderful, and, as all agree, astonishing, walk and con
versation. They live in their native country as if only foreigners, engaging in every duty as citizens, 
yet suffering like foreigners under the deprivation of the rights of citizenship. Every foreign land 
is to them as their native country; and their native country as a foreign land. They marry like 
all others, and have children; but they do not cast off their offspring. They have a common 
table and enjoy social intercourse, but with the strictest purity. They live in, but not according 
to, the flesh. They dwell in the earth, yet live in heaven. They obey the laws, and manifest a 
life holier than the laws require. They love all, while they are persecuted, misunderstood, and 
condemned by all. They are put to death, and spring up to life. They are poor, and yet enrich 
many. They are in need of all things, and yet abound in all things. They are dishonoured, and 
glory in their dishonour. They are blasphemed (by men) and are justified [by God], They are 
cursed, and they bless. Doing good they are punished as evil-doers. They are harassed by Jews 
and persecuted by Greeks, yet neither can give a good reason for their hatred. In a word, what 
the soul is in the body, Christians are in the world. As the soul is diffused through all the mem
bers of the body, so Christians are through all the states in the world. The soul dwells in the 
body, but is not o f it, and Christians dwell in the world, yet are not of the world. The invisi
ble soul is shut up in the visible body; and thus, though men know Christians as inhabitants 
o f the world, yet their spiritual life remains concealed. The flesh hates and fights against the 
soul, though the soul does it no harm, warring only against its lusts; so the world hates Christians 
though they do it no harm, but only oppose its destructive vices. The soul loves the flesh that 
hates it, and Christians love their enemies. The soul is inclosed in the body, and yet it holds 
the body together; Christians are fixed in their stations in life, and it is they who keep the 
world from dissolution. So important a trust has God committed to them, which they dare not 
refuse.
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prized manuscript, containing a portion o f  our sacred Scriptures, is 
produced and reverently unrolled by the head o f  the family; and each 
puts himself in an attitude o f  devout attention. While the manly sex 
sit with their heads uncovered, the females, in token o f  their reveren
tial respect, envelope theirs in a veil. After a portion o f the Holy 
W ord is read, a hymn is sung— for the primitive Christians greatly 
delighted in the singing of hymns— and then the prayer follows, in 
which their gratitude is expressed for the divine care during the night, 
and their petitions presented for the blessing and protection o f their 
heavenly Father through the day, for grace to render them faithful 
in the discharge o f  duty, and for defence amidst the temptations and 
dangers to which they may be exposed.

I may here mention that these devotional duties were repeated at 
certain stated hours during the day, by those who had sufficient com 
mand o f  time for that purpose. The third., the sixth, and ninth 
hours, corresponding to our nine, twelve, and three o ’clock, were con 
sidered by them, as by the Jews, their hours o f  prayer— besides wor
ship early in the morning, and late in the evening before retiring to 
rest. In addition to all which, it was at one time usual to rise at 
midnight— a custom, as Cave supposes, introduced in times o f  per
secution— and engage in the same hallowing services. How much 
the divine life o f  the soul is strengthened by such regular and sincere 
acts o f  devotion, is experienced by those who, in our own day, imitate the 
primitive Christians. For, though even the outward observance o f  the 
duty is most inconsistently neglected by many, and, too often, where 
attended to, attended to only in form by others, yet there are also
those who, besides their private devotions, never take a family meal
without family worship; thinking, and thinking justly, that the soul
stands as much in need o f  spiritual sustenance as the body does o f
temporal; and that coldness, weakness and spiritual death must neces
sarily follow neglect.

Let us, again, accompany the members o f  the family as they pro
ceed to their respective morning avocations; and the influence o f  this 
frequent intercourse with God on the general tenor o f  their lives will 
soon appear. In these early days, we find them all “ diligent in busi
ness.”  They had not begun to think that to be devout they must 
withdraw from the ordinary occupations o f life. The spirit and prac
tice o f  Monachism were alike unknown. “ W e are no Brahmins,”  
says Tertullian, “ we are no Hindu Gymnosophists, no hermits or re
cluses fleeing the haunts o f  men. W e are well aware o f  the obligations 
we owe to God, our Creator and Lord. W e spurn not the enjoy
ment o f  any o f  his gifts. W e only seek to preserve the necessary 
moderation. W e  therefore mingle in the world with you, and are 
conversant in markets, baths, inns, workshops, fairs, and all that be
longs to the intercourse o f  society. W e engage with you in naviga
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tion, war,<4) agriculture, commerce. W e engage in your manufactures, 
and yield our labour, to your profit, for the public service.

They often, indeed, set apart certain days, for self-examination and 
quiet devotion, and for renewing their self-consecration to God. But 
they soon returned with fresh vigour to their usual avocations. In 
times o f  persecution, too, many who were willing to give up all for 
Christ; but who, at the same time, were not certain that they had 
courage to stand in the fiery trial, might be found betaking them
selves to the solitary desert, or the mountain cave, where they could 
commune with their God in peace; but when the fury o f  the storm 
was over, they were to be found engaged, as before, in the active duties 
o f  ordinary life; there to be lights o f  the world; there to be witnesses 
for Christ, and to labour, according to their means, for the regenera
tion o f  a fallen world. The mechanic pursued his labours, the mer
chant his business, the lawyer and physician their avocations, and 
the husbandman the cultivation o f  his fields.

Those pursuits alone which ministered to idolatry and vice were 
renounced by them. The carving and gilding o f  the figures o f  the 
gods, building temples, teaching in schools where the character and 
adventures o f  their deities formed part o f  the instructions, or where 
boys were prepared for the theatres, were all denounced. For 
similar reasons, frequenting the theatres, the noisy amusements o f  feast 
days, as well as every thing connected with idolatrous processions and 
ceremonies, were strictly forbidden. But in every ordinary pursuit, 
however mean, by which they could secure a livelihood without in any 
manner countenancing sin, they might engage.

Hence, wheresoever they went, and howsoever they were employed, 
they exhibited the character o f  the Christian. Those Scriptural pre
cepts which, among us, are read, and admired, perhaps, but seldom 
practised, were scrupulously regarded, as rules, by them. “ Pray without 
ceasing.” !5* “ Be filled with the Spirit, speaking to yourselves in Psalms 
and hymns and Spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
hearts to the Lord.” <6> “ Let the word o f  Christ dwell in you richly, 
in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in Psalms and

(*) It has been maintained that there was no such thing as a Christian soldier, daring the first 
two centuries. The truth of this position, however, seems questionable. It was soon after the begin
ning of the third century that the report regarding the “ thundering legion”  was generally diffused, 
to the effect that when the Kmperor Marcus Aurelius was prosecuting the war against the Marco- 
manni, in 174, and had been reduced, with his army, to deep distress from want of water, the 
prayers o f that legion, which was said to be composed entirely of Christians, brought down an 
abundant supply o f rain, and thus relieved the whole army. The legend is no doubt fabulous ; 
but its propagation at the time seems to imply that then it was no strange thing for ChristianB 
to be soldiers. W e learn from EusebiuB (L. vii. c. 16), in his account of the martyrdom of 
Marinus, that in the year 269, Christians were enrolled as soldiers in the Roman armies; but that 
they could not be officers. The genius of the Gospel is certainly altogether opposed to war ; yet 
it is equally certain that neither the soldiers who came to be baptized by John were required 
by Mm, nor was Cornelius the centurion required by Peter, to retire from military service. The question 
may be seen discussed at some length in Meander’s General Church Bistory ; vol. i. pp. 368—373.

<s> 1 Thess. v. 17. <6) Eph. t . 18, 19.
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hymns and Spiritual songs singing with grace in your hearts to the 
Lord. And whatsoever ye do, in word or deed, do all in the name 
o f  the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him.” <7) 
These, and the other precepts o f  Scripture, they literally obeyed. The 
Christian, says Clement, “ will pray in every place, but not openly to 
be seen o f  men. H e prays in his walks for recreation, in his inter
course with others, in silence, in reading, in all rational pursuits. 
And though he is thinking o f  God, only in the little chamber o f  the 
soul, and calling on his Father, only in silent aspirations, “ God is near 
him and with him, while he is yet speaking.”  With them it was 
customary to begin and close every duty with prayer. They thus sanc
tified “ all the more important portions o f  the day, and all the more 
important transactions o f  life, whether relating to the mind or the 
body.”  “ It behoves the faithful,”  says Tertullian, “ neither to take 
food, nor to enter into a bath, without interposing a prayer; for the 
nourishing and refreshing o f  the spirit should have precedence o f  
the nourishing o f  the body, the heavenly o f  the earthly.”  On every 
change o f  life, whether by receiving benefits, or by being exposed 
to trials, in sowing their seed, or reaping their harvest, on beginning 
to read a book, or on finishing its perusal, on entering into a com 
pany or leaving it, in the commencement o f  a letter, or at its close, 
on receiving a visit from a friend and on parting with him, on 
laying the foundation o f  a house and on finishing it— on these, and 
all similar occasions, did they give utterance to the devout feelings 
o f  their hearts in confiding and affectionate, yet humble, prayer.

This was true o f  both sexes; and both sexes were also alike 
observant o f  the other precepts referred to ; and that whether at
home or abroad. The wife and daughters in the house, while busied
with the needle, or the distaff, cheered themselves and each other by 
reciting, to simple melodies, their spiritual hymns. The husband and 
sons abroad, lightened their labours with the songs o f  Zion. Jerome, 
who lived in the fourth century, informs us, that in the district where
he resided, “ one could not go into the fields without hearing the
ploughman at his ‘hallelujahs,’ the mower at his hymns, and the vine
dresser singing the Psalms o f  David. ” (8)

Such was the manner in which they engaged in the duties o f  life ; 
“ diligent in business,”  yet, in every thing remembering, and with 
fervent spirit, “ serving the Lord.”

(7) Col. iii. 16, 17-
(S) The practice o f  the primitive church, which so early began to use Hymns, written to express the 

great truths o f the Gospel, and the sentiments of the believer, is well deserving the attention of those 
Christians who, in the present day, think that it is improper, i f  not sinful, to employ in religious wor
ship, any other than the “ Psalms of David.”  It is surely necessary to have the peculiar and cheering 
doctrines of the Gospel expressed as fully and clearly in praise, as in prayer and preaching ; and thus 
afford the soul of piety full scope for giving utterance to its sense of the Saviour’s love, and the vari
ous desires anti affections o f  the renewed mind, in terms free from figure and ambiguity.
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I f we now, in thought, return with our friends from their morning 
avocations, to their happy home, when they again assemble to partake 
o f  their meal, you may still mark the manifestation o f  the Christian 
character. “ Whether they ate or drank, or whatsoever they did, they 
did all to the glory o f  G od.”  But let me warn you that you will 
find no great variety, nor any thing recherché, on their table. Their 
principle, on this point, was simply to satisfy the demands o f  nature, 
and strengthen their bodies for the discharge o f  their daily duties. 
They sought not after what was luscious and pleasing. “ Many,”  says 
Clemens, “ like the animals, live only to eat; but, for us, we are taught 
to eat that we may live. Food and pleasure are not the business 
and design for which we live in the world; our residence here is 
preparatory to an incorruptible life hereafter. Our nourishment, there
fore, ought to be homely and simple, and such as is subservient to 
health and vigour.”  “ The body o f  man,”  says Gregory Nyssen, 
“ requires daily supplies o f  food to repair the waste o f  nature. 
H e who looks no farther than this, and troubles not himself for 
more than is necessary, lives little less than the life o f  an angel. 
Hence we are commanded, when we pray to God, to say, ‘Give 
us this day our daily bread.’ Give us bread;  not delicacies or 
riches; not embroidered or purple vestures, or rich ornaments; large 
fields, great possessions, or numerous flocks, and herds o f  cattle; 
not splendour, marble pillars, brazen statues, or any o f  those things 
by which the soul is diverted from nobler thoughts and cares; but 
bread, the common staff o f life.”

Yet ascetic austerity was then unknown. Wine was allowed at their 
meals; but for women or young persons to use it was considered 
an impropriety. Even when used by the other sex, and though 
but the produce o f the country— weak compared with modern al
coholic wines— it was always diluted with water. T o  indulge long
in it, however, or to manifest any anxiety about it, or to be at
all fastidious in regard to viands, would, in those days, have ruined
the Christian character o f  any man. All this was in accordance with 
the great object which the early Christians ever kept in view; 
namely, the participating in the divine food  from above, ■*% áv« T0ogt% 
tr¡g OeiaSf as Clemens Alexandrinus terms it. And as too abundant, 
or too rich food, would enfeeble the heavenly vigour o f  their minds, 
they were ever on their guard. “ Let her diet be thin and mean,”  
said Jerome to a lady who had consulted him about the educa
tion o f  her daughter, “ and let her never eat so much as would
prevent her from rising from table with some appetite, and able
either to read or to sing psalms.”

The difference between them and the heathens around, in this
respect, must have been the more striking, inasmuch as the luxury 
and expense o f modern times, great as these may sometimes be, are
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poor, compared with the vast magnificence, the epicurean delicacy,
and the unbounded prodigality, which, for many years, both before 
and after the commencement o f the Christian era, were exhibited 
by the heathens, at their meals.<9)

Our primitive brethren, then, sit down at a frugal table. But
before they partake, you see again the Christian in action. The
head o f the family, in an impressive prayer, acknowledges the
goodness o f Him who has provided it, and who surrounds them with 
so many favours— imploring His blessing on it and on themselves. 
More than this: after commencing their repast, a stated reader— hired 
for the purpose, if they are rich enough to afford it— reads aloud, 
as long as they sit at table, select portions from the sacred volume, 
in order that their souls as well as their bodies may be refreshed 
and strengthened. Where the family is poor, one o f the members 
performs the duty o f reader. Nor is this all. At the close o f the 
meal, the head o f the family again presides in conducting their de
votions. After washing his hands, that no stain may be left on the

<9) The Romans about the times above mentioned were especially infamous for their luxury. Seneca 
and Pliny afford us sad evidence o f the manner in which the wealthy—men and women alike—spent tho 
whole night in gorging themselves with a variety of meats and wines; and then disgustingly gotting quit 
o f their excesses, to begin anew. Nivellius Torquatus was knighted by Tiberius, for having swallowed 
three gallons of wine, in his presence, at once. Cicero the younger, aon of tho celebrated orator, was 
charged with usually drinking two gallons at a time. The drinking exploits of Antony in Egypt, Cleopa
tra, Bonosus, Maximin and many others, are well known : and their excesses, like all else done by the 
highest ranks, became fashionable throughout the empire. The Homans were equally prodigal in respect 
to their plate and furniture. Their drinking cups frequently cost from £500 to £1,000 each. “ W e drink,”  
says Pliny, “ in rows of pearls, and garnish our pots with emeralds.”  These were sometimes, indeed, made 
o f  entire singlo gems with golden handles, costing from £1,500 to £2,000. Nor were they less extravagant 
in other articles. Pliny speaks o f a table belonging to Cicero which had cost £100, which yet, it seems, 
was comparatively, a moderate price. Their tables were commonly supported by ivory feet, formed into the 
shape o f lions and leopards. Annius had three hundred such tables. Even Seneca, notwithstanding his 
moral lecturing, possessed four hundred magnificent tables. Julius Cæsar had twenty-two thousand of 
them, accommodating, at a public dinner which he gave, all the citizens in Rome who had votes. Their 
couches for reclining on at dinner were also magnificent, and, latterly, of gold. Their chargera or trays, 
commonly of silver, were not less expensive. These were sometimes several hundred pounds in weight. 
Vitellius had one which cost upwards of £8,000. Even their cauldrons, seething pots, gridirons and frying 
pans—the reader will pardon the insertion o f this inventory—were, as Ulpian and Pliny inform us, of 
silver. The number o f their cooks, bakers, and waiters was incalculable. Apicius, wlio poisoned liimsclf 
on finding that his luxury had reduced his funds from £700,000 to £30,000, on which he thought it im
possible to live, had many imitators o f his prodigality. “ It is thought very frugal,”  says Seneca, “ i f  a 
holiday dinner costs him that gives it no more than £2,000 or £3,000.”  Vitellius had usually three meals 
a day, sometimes four, and the cost of each was about £10,000. At a feast made for him by his brother, 
there were served up 2,000 of the scarcest and finest fish, and 7,000 o f the choicest fowls. The number of 
courses was commonly seven ; but, sometimes, on great occasions they exceeded twenty. A  single dish 
o f the scarcest singing birds was procured by Æsop, a Tragedian, at an expense of £5,000 ; each bird 
costing £50. Caligula, who drank pearls dissolved in vinegar, could waste the tribute of provinces in 
a single night. The dwelling houses of the Romans were on a similar scale of extravagance. A house 
was considered small i f  it did not cover about four acres. Many individuals possessed several houses 
o f such a size. Cicero had eighteen, in different parts o f the country. Where it could be accomplish
ed, the proprietor would join several houses together, when the whole formed something like a town. 
Some even of Nero’s slaves had kitchens that covered two acres. “ The estates of those who founded 
the empire were of less extent than the cellars o f some that followed them.”  The number o f  servants 
or slaves, was o f necessity, proportionately large. Athenæus says that some o f the wealthy had from 
10,000 to 20,000. When they went out, from fifty to two hundred followers attended them.

What is true o f the Romans is true o f other heathen nations that had similar wealth. The Persi
ans, Carthaginians, and even the Greeks and Macedonians, when their triumphs had secured the means 
o f indulgence, exhibited the same character. And as tho lower classes imitated the higher, according 
to their means, luxury and sensuality every where prevailed, about the time of our Lord’s appcarancc.
Vol. VII.—No. 3. N
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much-prized volume, the sacred roll, used in the morning, is once 
more unfolded. Its holy truths are again read, and listened to with 
reverent attention. Short, practical remarks are interspersed by the 
father. A  hymn is afterwards sung; and this is followed by thanksgiv
ing and prayer; when the members again separate, with hallowed minds; 
prepared to engage in the duties o f life with a becoming spirit. So 
observant were they o f  this devout supplicating o f  G od’s blessing 
on their food, that many, among whom was the Emperor Theo
dosius, would not even taste a fig, or take any kind o f  refreshment,
however slight, without first addressing the gracious Giver o f  every
enjoyment.

Such was the mode o f  life which the great body o f  believers 
adopted in early times, and such the closeness o f  their walk with 
G od: and, by the divine blessing on the means o f  grace which they 
endeavoured so carefully to improve, they were enabled to manifest 
a consistency o f  heavenly demeanour, in their intercourse with the 
world, which, notwithstanding the prejudices against them, often ex
cited the wonder o f  the heathen population around.

This, however, will better appear on our considering,

II. Their Conduct in reference to Society.
1 . They manifested the warmest love for  the souls o f  men.
It is a well known truth that no sooner is a man really con

verted than he seeks to convert others. N o sooner is he possessed 
o f  the Spirit o f  the Saviour, than he imitates Him by his en
deavours to save. W e see this in the ‘Acts o f  the Apostles.’ When
the disciples were, by persecution, scattered abroad over the world, 
wherever they went, all o f  them, private Christians as well as preachers, 
proclaimed the great salvation; “ and the number o f the disciples 
was greatly increased.”  Be a man’s situation in life what it may,
divine grace will stimulate him to promote his Master’s cause: and
he who has no longings for the salvation o f  others, has reason to 
fear that he is himself devoid o f  spiritual life.

Love to souls was a remarkable feature in the primitive Christians. 
It was manifested even towards their bitterest enemies. They were 
persecuted both by Jews and Heathens; yet, for both Jews and Hea
thens they offered up their fervent, affectionate prayers. They obey
ed, literally, the command o f their Lord, “ Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them that despitefully use you and persecute you.”  Many, like 
Priscilla and Aquila, while continuing to follow their professional 
occupations, endeavoured to benefit their fellow-creatures around them, 
at their intervals o f  leisure. O f others, the whole heart seemed 
filled with this anxious affection for the perishing; and they devoted 
themselves entirely to the work o f endeavouring to save them. They
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made exertions and manifested a self-denial to which nothing but 
absorbing views o f  the value o f  souls, the importance o f  eternity, 
and a sense o f  the Saviour’s love, could have prompted. Some 
supported life in the barest manner possible, in order to have the 
more to give in aid o f  the noble cause. Others sought to multiply 
copies o f  the sacred Scriptures, a most expensive work in those 
times. Thus did Pamphilius the Martyr, who devoted his abundance 
to the supporting o f  Scribes, whose sole employment was to write 
out the books o f  the Sacred Volume. These he afterwards gave to any 
who might be found able and willing to read them. Others are report
ed to have made sacrifices o f the most extraordinary kind for the pur
pose o f  enlightening their fellow-creatures. W e are informed by 
Palladius, that one o f  these, named Serapian, sold himself for a 
slave to a heathen Actor, expressly with the view o f  introducing 
the Gospel into his family; and that he remained for several years 
in that servile condition, cheerfully discharging its duties, till he had 
the happiness o f  seeing husband and wife, and all the members o f  
the family, enlightened with divine truth, and received, by baptism, into 
the Christian church. He was then restored to freedom; but, it 
may be mentioned as a proof o f  his disinterestedness, he, at the 
same time, insisted on returning the money which he had formerly 
received as the price o f his servitude. Nor did his efforts cease even 
here. Having learned on a visit to Lacedaiinon, that the Governor o f  it
had lapsed into the Manichean heresy, he again offered himself for a
slave; and, for two years, while in that capacity, he continued, in a 
zealous and prayerful spirit, to make use o f  every judicious means 
in his power to convince his master o f  his danger. He was at last 
successful; not only the master himself, but his family also, having been 
led to renounce their error, and been restored to the church. Then 
their faithful friend was no longer looked on as a servant, but as a
brother, and honourably treated accordingly.

Thus to act for the highest interests o f  man was, among Christians, 
the very spirit o f  the age : and from their practice we may readily learn 
what constituted one grand cause o f the rapid extension o f  the Gospel. 
In the present day, Christians very generally imagine that the propagating 
o f  divine truth is to be left entirely in the hands o f  ministers and mis
sionaries. The primitive believers did not think thus. Each considered 
himself called, by the Saviour, to be a missionary. The Apostles and 
Evangelists, it is true, travelled to distant lands for the dissemination 
o f  the G ospel: but those who in these distant lands received their mes
sage and embraced the truth became the propagators, there; and while 
they were left to build up and extend their church, the Apostle or 
Evangelist passed on to other regions. Origen informs us that, even 
in his day, Christians were cheerfully willing to go and disseminate their 
doctrines over all the world; and that some had expressly undertaken
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to itinerate, not only from city to city, but among the more retired towns 
and country villages, to gain them over to the Christian faith. This 
they did without further reward than the necessary food and accom 
modation : some, indeed, engaging in the labour solely at their own 
charge.

Hence, no doubt, it was that the Gospel spread so rapidly over all 
the then known world. The vast extent o f  the Roman empire afforded 
easy means o f  intercommunication throughout no inconsiderable portion 
o f  the globe. O f this the Christians speedily took advantage. Even 
in the New Testament history there are intimations o f the Gospel’s 
having been preached in most o f  its regions. Parthia, Media and Bactria 
were, in like manner, early visited by Christian missionaries; and multi
tudes in Egypt also, and along the northern coast o f  Africa, became 
obedient to the faith. Pantaenus o f  Alexandria, the predecessor o f  
Origen, is said to have undertaken a mission to the East, and in his 
tour, to have visited India, where he found some seeds o f  Christianity 
that had been planted by the Apostle Bartholomew. There may also be 
some truth in the legend that St. Thomas preached the Gospel in India. 
Germany and the north o f  Europe, with Britain, were likewise, at a 
somewhat later period, blessed with the heavenly light.

H ence Justin Martyr, who lived little more than a hundred years 
after the ascension, could declare that there was no nation, Greek or 
Barbarian, in which prayer was not offered up to the only true God, 
in the name o f  Jesus Christ. Arnobius, speaking o f  the power o f  the 
Gospel to subdue minds o f  every character, exclaims, “ W ho would not 
believe it, when he sees in how short a time it has conquered so much 
knowledge ? Orators, grammarians, rhetoricians, lawyers, physicians and 
philosophers, have yielded up the opinions which they formerly held, 
and embraced the doctrines o f  the Gospel.”  Tertullian also, who 
flourished at the close o f  the second century, tells those whom he 
addresses in his ‘Apology,’ “ W e are but o f  yesterday ; yet have we filled 
your cities, islands, castles, towns, corporations, councils; your armies, 
also, your tribes and assemblies; the palace, the senate, the courts o f  
justice : your temples alone we have resigned to your possession.”  It 
need hardly be added that in little more than a hundred years after his 
day, the Emperor Constantine declared himself a Christian— influenced, 
probably, in his decision by the fact that the Christians were now the 
most powerful party in the empire.

Such was the result o f  acting in obedience to the Saviour’s parting 
command, “ G o and teach all nations.”  The example thus set us by 
the ancient church is one we would do well to follow. It tells us a 
startling truth, we now too generally forget. That truth is, E v e r y  
Christian is bound to be a Missionary, according to his gifts and means. <l0>

(10) When tlic duty of thus acting is pressed on private Christians, in the present day, how often is 
it pleaded that they have not the Scriptural knowledge, and the fluency of expression., required! This,
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2 . They exhibited a fervent fraternal affection for each other.

That there was, at times, coldness among portions o f  them, every one 
is aware. W e see this in the Epistle o f  James : we read it in some o f  
those o f  Paul. But these, and similar instances, were only departures 
from the general practice. All the notices regarding them, handed down 
to us from the early ages, speak to this fact. Every other distinction 
was forgotten in the great one, that they were all the children o f  God 
— all brethren o f  the Lord Jesus. Hence, the rich condescended to 
the poor, and the high to the lo w ; while the poor and the low mani
fested an affectionate and brotherly respect for the rich and the high. 
Though not united by any tie o f  consanguinity, they usually addressed 
each other, according to sex and age, by the epithets o f  father or mother, 
brother or sister. Each family lived separately; parents watched over 
in a more peculiar manner, and provided for, those under their care ; 
every man had the management o f his own property. Yet the whole 
formed one great body, united together by the most affectionate ties. 
The members o f  a church mutually attended to each other’s interests: 
the different congregations, again, thus attended to the congregational 
interests; so that the churches, collectively, formed one family. Where- 
ever the Christian went— were it among the civilized nations o f  the 
Empire, or among the surrounding tribes, whom the Romans deemed 
barbarous— he found himself still among friends. He had only to pre
sent to the believers in the place his epistola formula— ‘letter o f  recogni
tion’— to be at once hailed as a brother, and experience every kindness. 
The simple fact o f  his being a Christian converted the stranger and 
wanderer into a dear friend. Whenever Christians mot they manifested 
their regard by an affectionate salute— the “ holy kiss”  mentioned in 
the New Testament. This was no hollow form ; but a genuine token 
o f  fellowship and fraternal love. Whatever favour was conferred on 
one was rejoiced in by a ll; and any affliction, befalling one, secured the 
sympathy o f  all. It was from so uniformly witnessing this mutual

however, will generally be found to bo their sin rather than a just excuse. Every one now has greater 
facilities for attaining the requisite qualifications than were possessed by the primitive Christians ; 
among whom the Bible, and human works of value, were a thousand fold more expensive. It is our 
want of prayerful diligence that is to blame ; and we would do well to imitate our ancient brethren. 
Theodosius, jthe emperor, who is referred to elsewhere in this article, was in the practice of rising early, 
and engaging, along with his sister, in devotional exercises, including the study of the Bible. In it 
he was so learned that he could converse with the bishops in his court, as if lie had been a venerable 
bishop himself. Of many others we read that it was as easy for them to recite portions of Scripture as 
to read them. Eusebius mentions the case of an Egyptian Christian—which yet was not a singular 
case—who had been deprived of his eyes because he would not renounce the Gospel, and who, not
withstanding, could produce, while exhorting his brethren, any passage however long, from the prophets, 
the Gospels or Epistles. The word seemed to be written on his heart. “ I confess,”  says Eusebius 
(L. viii. c. 13), “ that I was astonished when I first saw the man standing in the midst of a laTge 
multitude, repeating portions o f the Holy Scriptures. I thought he was reading, as is usual in the 
congregations; but when I came near and saw the fact [that he had been deprived of his eyes], all 
the others standing around, with their sound eyes, and him uttering the divine words, without artifi
cial assistance, as a kind of prophet, and far surpassing those who were sound and robust in body, 
I could not but glorify ana praise God.” —The practice of family reading, and the careful training of 
children in the Scriptures, must have gieatly facilitated such results.
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affection that the heathens were forced to say— “ Behold how these 
Christians love one another!”

While such was the regard manifested to those who walked con
sistently, they perhaps did not exhibit less love, towards a brother who 
had transgressed. Their discipline, as we shall endeavour to show, was 
strict; but they did not, as is now too generally the case, cast o ff at 
once, and calumniate without pity, the erring one. They had too much 
love, and too deep a sense o f  the value o f an immortal soul, to do so. 
The following account o f  the Apostle John’s dealing, in his old age, 
with an erring convert, is at once interesting in itself, and well fitted 
to illustrate the spirit o f  the early Christians.

Some time after the close o f  his banishment in Patmos, he made a 
missionary tour in Asia Minor. After having addressed the brethren 
in one o f  the cities there, he turned to the Bishop, who had just been 
appointed, and, pointing to a fine looking young man standing in the 
assembly, said, “ Him I commit to you with all earnestness, in the pre
sence o f  the church and o f  Christ.”  The Bishop took the youth 
under his care, instructed and, eventually, baptized him : after which, 
thinking he stood less in need o f  his superintendence, he left him 
a good deal to himself. The result, however, was that some o f  his 
ungodly companions got access to him, and gradually corrupted him 
greatly; first by leading him into expense, and then inciting him to 
improper means o f  obtaining money. He was soon led to renounce 
salvation; to set out on plundering excursions by night; and, in the end, 
to become leader o f  a troop o f  banditti, who haunted the mountain passes 
in the neighbourhood. Soon after this, the Apostle returned; and, 
when the usual duties had been discharged, he inquired after the young 
man. “ A las!”  said the Bishop weeping, “ he is dead— dead to G o d :”  
and he proceeded to give an account o f  his career. “ I left a fine keeper 
o f  a brother’s soul,”  said the aged Apostle ; and, having ascertained 
where the youth was likely to be found, under the influence o f  fervent 
affection, he set out on horseback in search o f  him. Being soon seized 
by some o f the robbers, “ Conduct me to your captain,”  he said. But 
the youthful leader, recognizing him as he approached, and overcome
by shame, fled. St. John followed, calling out, “ Why fliest thou, my
son, from thy aged defenceless father ? Have compassion on me. Fear 
not, there is yet hope o f  salvation. I will cheerfully give my life for 
thine, if  necessary. Believe me, Christ hath sent me.”  Hearing this, 
the young man halted, trembling and weeping. The Apostle entreated, 
comforted, exhorted him ; and, in the end, brought him back, it is said, 
to the society o f  Christians, and continued to watch over him, till, by 
divine grace, he was restored to the church.— This leads us to notice,

3. Their strict discipline.

With all their affectionateness o f  spirit, the early Christians were
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not disposed to overlook the errors o f  their brethren. Like the judici
ous parent whose love prompts him to correct the beloved child 
that errs, they considered it a duty not to allow sin to remain on 
a brother. They watched over each other’s conduct, and if any
committed a sin, lie was told o f  it privately by the brother who
observed it. Remonstrance, i f  necessary, persuasion, affectionate en
treaty— every kind effort was employed to induce amendment. I f 
such was the result, nothing farther was done: if not, the matter was 
reported to the church: for no sin was allowed to pass without cen
sure, whether it might be one o f  a grosser kind, or only an act
o f  inconsistency. Great sins, and such as were manifest to all—  
for example, lapsing into idolatrous practices, which many, through 
fear, were ready to do— came at once under the cognizance o f  the 
church. Its discipline was strict; but— though from the first there 
were examples o f  appalling severity, evidently intended to deter others, 
o f  which the death o f  Ananias and Sapphira, and the blindness o f  
Elymas, are instances— the object in view was, not punishment, but 
correction. The grand principle o f  the early church was that no 
one, who lived in opposition to the requirements o f the Gospel, could 
be a member.

The usual penally was Excommunication; a punishment that had 
been employed both by Jews and Heathens. Its duration— after its 
removal was humbly sought for— was modified by the nature o f the 
transgression, and the demeanour o f the penitent; extending to two 
or three, and sometimes, even to twenty or thirty years. In certain 
cases, indeed, it was not removed till the closing hour o f life. Nay, 
there were instances, in which it was not removed even at death; 
as if the church gave up to God, to determine at His own tribunal, 
whether the party was truly repentant or not.

The effect o f  such chastisement on the mind must have been 
powerful indeed. The offender was no longer treated by the mem
bers as a brother. He was not allowed to participate in public 
worship. The brethren might associate and .eat with heathens, but 
riot with him. Those who did so, ran the risk o f making themselves 
suspected. He was shunned as a person infected, received at no 
table, admitted into no house, shared in no attentions; and, in short, 
had no intercourse whatever with Christians.

Y et his former brethren manifested no hard-hearted repulsiveness 
towards him. They mourned over him as an affectionate parent 
would mourn over a reprobate son, or a ruined daughter. N o one, 
however, would presume to persuade him to seek for restoration to 
the church. This, as being the highest honour and privilege, he 
must be able so to appreciate as to apply for, himself. And often 
might the penitent, when roused to a sense o f  his fallen and forlorn 
state, be seen approaching the gate o f  the church— for he was not
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allowed to enter within it— and there stand, day after day, with 
downcast looks, and tears in his eyes. Sometimes he would throw 
himself at the feet o f the believers whom he knew, as they passed, 
and, confessing his sin, entreat them to pity and pray for him. 
For months he might be allowed thus to appear; and it was not 
till he had, in this manner, given sufficient proof o f his sincere 
desire to be received on probation as a penitent, that the church 
began to deal with him. The years, however, which we have men
tioned might elapse before he was restored to full communion. 
During the whole o f that period he was required to appear in 
sackcloth and ashes; with his hair closely cut, if a man; or, if 
a woman, covered with a veil, in token o f sorrow and humiliation. 
“ Suppose it be allowed,”  says Milner, “ that this zeal [against vicious
ness] was carried to too great a length, and even that it was mixed 
with superstition, yet— in comparison o f the licentiousness o f our 
times— how beautiful does it appear! and how demonstrative o f the 
power and reality of godliness among them!”

N or did they manifest any thing like respect o f  persons in their 
discipline. High and low, prince and subject, were treated alike. 
The case o f  the Emperor Theodosius is strongly illustrative o f  this. 
About A. D. 376, the people o f  Thessalonica had, in a tumult, 
killed several o f  the imperial officers and soldiers. The Emperor, 
though possessed o f  many truly Christian virtues, was greatly en
raged, and threatened vengeance. By the entreaties o f  Ambrose, 
Bishop o f  Milan, however, he was persuaded to pardon them. But 
his courtiers having urged the necessity o f  a severe example, he 
afterwards issued orders to that effect; and seven thousand o f  the 
inhabitants, without distinction o f  age or sex, were massacred. Some 
time after this, circumstances led the Emperor to Milan; and on the 
Sabbath he proceeded to the church. But the Bishop met him at 
the door, and told him, that on no account could a man stained 
with the blood o f  so many fellow-Christians be admitted. The 
Emperor pleaded, but the Bishop was inexorable; and for eight 
months did the Sovereign remain excommunicated, performing all 
the acts o f  humility required o f  penitents. At the end o f  that 
period he sent his Prime Minister to entreat that part o f  the rigour 
o f  church discipline might, in his case be remitted; but his re
quest, he was informed, could not be granted. The Emperor yield
ed; appeared in the church; prostrated himself on the floor, clothed 
in sackcloth; humbly confessed the heinousness o f  his sin; and, while 
tears flowed down his cheeks, craved pardon, and restoration to 
Christian privileges. The whole congregation prayed and wept along 
with him; and, with their unanimous consent, he was received once 
more into full communion.— Opinions may differ in regard to such 
rigour, but how sincere must have been both his repentance and his
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piety, ere an Emperor could thus publicly humble himself in the pre
sence o f  all classes o f  his people! Traces o f  the anguish he felt, 
during this bitter season o f  trial, were never altogether effaced from 
his countenance while he lived.

4. They were exemplary in their kindness to the poor.

While they were mindful o f  the immortal part, they were not forgetful 
o f  the temporal comfort, o f  their fellow-creatures. W e have evidence o f  
their attention to the poor in the New Testament; where we are also 
informed o f  the provision made for their support. The first Christians 
seem to have had a community o f  goods (Acts ii. 4 1 ) ;  but this system 
continued in operation but a short time. Soon afterwards, the volun
tary contributions o f  the members, brought, as each could spare, every 
Lord’s day, were the source whence their many charities flowed. This 
plan was still in use in the days o f  Justin Martyr; but, by the beginning o f 
the third century, their contributions were presented monthly, though more 
frequently, if  individuals chose. They were still, however, voluntary; 
no one being compelled to give. Sometimes, when this fund was ex
hausted, as in seasons o f  great and common calamity, a general fast was 
appointed; and the amount thus saved from their usual daily expenditure, 
which, in the aggregate, was considerable, was given by all— including 
even the poorest members— to the common fund. The same practice 
was adopted by those believers who held private fasts, which were 
thus made contributive to the general good. N ot unfrequently, also, 
individuals devoted the whole o f  their property, not at their death, 
merely, but even, after the example o f  Barnabas, during their lives, to 
the maintenance o f  the poor.

It was customary for each believer, when presenting his contribution
on the Sabbath morning, to bring to the notice o f  the church, the
case o f  some necessitous brother or sister— a widow or an orphan; 
and such calls received immediate attention. I f  the funds o f  the par
ticular church to which they belonged did not suffice, application was 
made to some richer one in the neighbourhood; which, in those days 
o f  active benevolence, never failed to answer these demands. Dionysius, 
Bishop o f  Corinth, testifies o f  the church at Rome, that they not only 
abundantly provided for their own poor, but, with great liberality, ad
ministered to the necessities o f  other churches ; plentifully relieving what
ever indigent brethren applied to them, and even sending relief to the 
distressed, however great the distance. Chrysostom reports o f  the 
church o f  Antioch that, though but small, besides supporting their own 
ministers, and strangers, and lepers, and such as were in bonds, they 
likewise maintained daily about 3,000 widows and unmarried women. 
Constantine on one occasion, when there was a dearth in Syria, sent 
30,000 bushels o f  wheat to the Bishop o f  Antioch, for distribution
among his people. Some churches in the north o f  Africa having been
Vol. VII.—No. 3. O
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unable to pay the ransom o f  a number o f  their members who had 
been taken prisoners by a marauding tribe o f  Numidians, sent a state
ment o f  the case to the church in Carthage, o f which Cyprian was 
Bishop. Though that church was then itself in considerable difficulty, 
Cyprian no sooner received the statement than he began to exert himself 
in behalf o f  the sufferers. N or did he cease from his efforts till he 
had raised and transmitted to them a sum equivalent to about 10,000 
rupees; accompanied by a letter, expressive o f  his affectionate sympathy; 
and entreating them, on the occurrence o f  any similar calamity, to 
send him immediate information, when their necessities should be cheer
fully supplied. “ The truth is,”  says Cave, “ they looked on the poor 
as the treasury o f  the church, by means o f  which they returned their 
estates into the other world.”

5. Their care o f  the sick was also most exemplary-

The primitive Christians did not think it enough to give o f their wealth 
to the indigent and unfortunate. Brethren, they thought, demanded 
the affectionate attention o f  brethren; and they acted accordingly. 
They especially thought the duty o f  comforting, and, if possible, curing 
the sick poor, in personal visits, one o f  paramount importance. By 
such visits they could better express their sympathy, administer consola
tion, and ascertain and relieve their wants. It was in time- found, 
however, that to visit them separately was accompanied with a degree 
o f  labour that lessened the amount o f  usefulness. They found a remedy. 
There were then no public hospitals; and heathen physicians were not 
disposed to enter, without reward, into the houses o f  the diseased p o o r ; 
and the early Christians undertook the task o f  erecting houses, into 
which the sick poor might be received. The first hospital ever built 
in the world for that class, so far as we can learn, is said by Jerome 
to have been erected by Fabiola, a Christian lady in Rom e, who 
had sold her estate and devoted the proceeds to the poor. Hundreds 
o f  diseased creatures, taken from the streets, or wherever they could be 
found, were received into it, and attended to, by this lady, along with 
others, personally. The heathens seem never to have contemplated 
such Institutions. In Greece and in Rom e, indeed, provision somewhat 
similar had been made, on a small scale, for the relief o f  sick soldiers, 
and '̂ >f the children o f  such as had been killed in battle. These how
ever seem to have originated in political necessity, rather than in a 
spirit o f  benevolence. But in Rome, as Christianity spread, after the 
erection o f  this building by Fabiola, similar Institutions were rapidly 
multiplied, and, in no long time, could be found in all parts o f  the 
Western Empire. Constantinople, too, where there were none about 
the close o f  the fourth century, soon after contained upwards o f  thirty 
charitable buildings ; including places o f  refuge for orphans, for the 
destitute, for the sick, and for strangers.
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But before the erection o f such buildings— as also after it, in places 
where there were none— the defect was overtaken, as we have said, 
by the early Christians personally, who were most exemplary in
domestic visiting. The duty was devolved more especially on the 
female members o f the church. Many of these were o f good fami
lies— as indeed it was only such that could well afford time to the 
noble office. And nobly did they discharge it. “ Every moment they 
could spare from the claims o f their own families, they, in many in
stances, devoted to errands o f mercy and love. Not only did they 
visit and comfort the widow, or take means for the preservation o f the 
helpless orphan, cast off by its unnatural heathen parents, or sit by 
the bed-side o f those who were ready to die. They condescended 
to the meanest offices, prepared the proper food, administered the re
quisite medicines, dressed the most repulsive wounds; in short they
yielded themselves up to the Saviour, to do for the poor and afflicted, 
as His Agents, whatever he might require. Even the Empress Placilla, 
wife o f the younger Theodosius, thus constantly visited the sick poor—  
preparing medicines and cordials for them, washing the cups they 
needed, not by the aid of servants, but with her own hands. And when 
some of her courtiers remonstrated with her on her too great con
descension in so agting, she replied, “ I might procure relief for them 
by giving money, but to distribute gold becomes the Emperor; for
my part, I think it my duty to do this for God, who hath raised me
to so high honour.”

The contrast between the Christians and the Heathen, developed, 
in times o f public calamity, by the discharge o f this duty, was most 
striking. Dionysius, Bishop o f Alexandria, while speaking o f the 
plague that had been raging in that city, mentions this contrast. 
“ To the heathens this pestilence appeared a most frightful calamity, 
leaving them entirely without hope; not so to us. We considered 
it as a special trial and exercise o f faith: and most of our brethren, 
in the fullness o f their brotherly love, spared not themselves. Many 
who had taken the bodies o f Christian brethren into their arms and 
to their bosoms, closed their eyes, and buried them with all care, 
afterwards followed them in death— a death which, being the result 
of their eminent piety and faith, fell little short o f martyrdom. Some 
of the best o f our brethren— presbyters and deacons, and distinguished 
men o f the laity— thus closed their days; having yielded up their lives 
from love to their brethren. But it was quite otherwise with the hea
then; Those who showed the first symptoms o f the disease, they drove 
from them. They fled from their dearest friends. The half-dead they 
cast into the streets, and left the dead unburied, making it their chief 
care to avoid the contagion; which, however, they could hardly effect.”

There are other points in the character and practice o f the primi
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tive Christians well deserving o f attention: for example, the general 
consistency and purity o f their lives— the remarkable spirit o f  for
giveness manifested, towards their bitterest persecutors, for whom, after 
the example o f their Lord, and like the proto-martyr Stephen, they 
often spent their last breath in praying— and their special kindness 
to those persecuted for righteousness’ sake. But, on the consideration 
o f  these, having already rather exceeded due limits, we shall not enter.

A word or two, however, may be allowed in conclusion. In the 
present day, when so much is said about missionary effort, and its 
want o f success, as compared with its results in primitive times, it 
becomes a l l  Christians to reflect, whether they are acting in the 
primitive manner— seeking to adorn the Gospel o f their God and 
Saviour in all things, and to promote his cause, in implicit obedience 
to his precepts. Thus did the primitive believers. Our Saviour has 
given us certain rules, in the observance o f which we may both 
secure the sanctification o f our own souls, and that o f others. Are 
we attending to these rules? or, are we neglecting them? If the 
latter, then we need not expect the desired results. W e may do 
much; but if we do not attend to all, it may be at last found that 
what was neglected was just the very element indispensable to suc
cess. *

Let us not, however, so much seek to imitate the early Christians, 
as strive for the attainment and continued possession o f the holy 
renewed mind— the mind ever influenced by the Holy Spirit— which 
will prompt us to humble and willing obedience, even though we had 
not their example to guide us. When, in future, we read the pre
cepts o f  Scripture, which these Christians endeavoured so zealously 
and prayerfully to obey, let us no longer be satisfied with reverently 
reading and knowing them. Let us resolve, relying on divine grace, 
to do them. We may sometimes be led to differ, on certain points, 
from the early Christians in the mode o f obedience: change o f 
circumstances demanding, perhaps, a corresponding change in opera
tion. Still, it is imperative upon us, as disciples, not less implicitly, 
to obey whatever our Lord has commanded.

Thus may we secure in ourselves the joy and heavenly peace 
with which our elder brethren were so abundantly blessed; and thus 
may Christ, through our instrumentality, be yet exalted among the 
heathen. “ To Him be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen.”
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S e le c t e d  & rtíc le s ¡-

EXPOSURE OF THE SICK ON THE BANKS OF THE GANGES.*

T h e  last number of the Metropolitan 
periodical of India devotes a portion 
of its pages to an exposé of the 
practice described in the title of our 
present article. Although the sub
ject does not possess an immediate 
local interest with reference to our
selves, yet as a usage observed by 
so large a portion o f  the people of 
India as the forty millions who in
habit the Gangetic valley, the prac
tice in question has deep claims on 
the attention of all who are either 
observant of the national customs, 
or interested in the moral welfare of 
the population of Hindostán; and as 
we have found the pages of our 
talented contemporary both interest
ing and instructive to ourselves, we 
venture to hope that the selection 
we now purpose to make from them 
will not prove less acceptable to our 
readers.

The Reviewer commences with 
some introductory remarks on the 
mutual ignorance of each other’s char
acter, which still, in so many re
spects, exists alike among the people 
of England and of India, and adverts 
to one obvious cause of the miscon
ceptions which are entertained re
garding the latter.

# * # The facts on which the ac
counts are based may have been as
certained with tolerable correctness, 
but they have not been the whole facts 
of the case. The inferences have been 
deduced from a partial induction; the 
generalization has been wider than 
the facts. Thus from the fact that the 
Hindus, or at least many o f them, 
abstain most determinedly from the 
shedding of animal blood, it has been 
inferred that they are by far the most

humane and gentle of all the sons of 
men: and from the fact that they were 
in the habit of sacrificing human vic
tims, and burning widows on the pyres 
of their husbands, it has been as con
fidently concluded that they are one 
of the most brutal and blood-thirsty 
races on the face of the earth. Now 
about the facts there was no mistake 
at all. It is perfectly true that the 
Hindus in our territory did, as long as 
they were permitted by our govern
ment, and that many of those out of 
our territory do still, burn the live 
widows of their deceased friends; and 
it is also perfectly true that many Hin
dus will not on any consideration kill 
even a noxious insect, while very few 
of them could be induced by any 
means whatsoever to be parties to the 
slaughter of a cow. But while the 
facts are correctly stated, the infer
ences, one or both, are incorrectly 
drawn. Were it not so we should 
have the same men at once the most 
humane and the most inhumane, the 
most cruel and the most gentle o f our 
race. But this cannot be. The truth 
is that both the inferences are errone
ous. Inhumanity had little or nothing 
to do with the S a ii  rite; humanity has 
as little or less to do with the vegeta
ble diet o f the Hindu. It was not 
from any natural or acquired blood
thirstiness that the Hindus slew their 
widows; it is not from any natural or 
acquired blood-abhorence that they 
refrain from slaying their cows. It 
were perhaps little less erroneous to 
suppose that the ladies and gentlemen 
who make their tiffin from a beaf-steak 
are necessarily more savage than those 
who fare on the vegetable products of 
the earth, than to suppose that the 
man who burnt his living mother was 
necessarily less humane than the man 
who cherishes and sustains her, and 
makes up to her so far as a manly and 
affectionate son can make up for the 
loss of her husband.

* India's cries to British Humanity, relative to Ghat murders, SfC., by Jamei Peggi, late Miuionary 
at Cuttack, Orissa,
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The truth is that with the Hindu re
ligion overbears nature and feeling and

Krinciple altogether. It is one pecu- 
ar excellence of the Christian system 

in its purity, that it is wholly a religion 
of principle. It teaches that “ bodily 
exercise profiteth l i t t l e i t  makes little 
of external observances, excepting in 
so far as these are the spontaneous 
effusions of the heart; and it provides 
for the rectification of the heart, 
so that all good works may become 
a willing and spontaneous service. 
Thus it is that the Christian, while 
“ not without law to Christ,” is in 
the highest and best sense of the term 
the only real freeman. He does just 
what he likes, for his God enables him 
to like just what he ought to do. But 
with the Hindu system it is precisely 
the reverse. It takes no account of 
the feelings or affections of the soul. 
Its demands are fully satisfied when a 
certain round of external observances 
is complied with. The good or bad 
state of the heart can add nothing to, 
and take nothing from, the imagined 
merits of the bodily exercises. * * #

The religion, which is the final 
source of the actions, has not in truth 
its seat in the affections at all. It is 
only through the habits of action that 
it enjoins, and the habits of thought that 
these actions engender, that it exer
cises any influence at all on the heart. 
Thus we should probably be wrong if 
we should hold that none but a very 
depraved man would burn his widow
ed mother, and that none but a very 
amiable and virtuous one would sup
port and cherish her, but we should 
almost certainly be right were we to 
assert that act of burning would leave 
the man worse than it found him, and 
that the habit of supporting and cher
ishing would exercise a beneficial in
fluence on the moral habitudes and 
character of the son.

It is the fact that the actions pre
scribed by Hinduism are usually per
formed by its votaries without their 
being actuated either by the convic
tion of the understanding or the affec
tions of the heart, that enables us to 
reconcile what would otherwise be 
hopeless contradictions in the Hindu 
character. It is this fact that explains 
to us how it is that the “humane and 
gentle Hindu,”  who would be beyond 
measure horrified did he witness the

morning’s work of an English sham
bles, or even the forenoon’s work of 
an English kitchen, yet constantly 
practices, and seems to take a kind of 
pleasure in, actions from which a New 
Zealander would recoil.

Our pages have already contributed 
to the diffusion of accurate knowledge 
respecting two of the horrid practices 
of Hindu economy or superstitions, 
viz. Sati and Female Infanticide; and 
it is our purpose now to make our 
readers as well acquainted as may be 
with another custom, equally repug
nant in itself to all sound feelings of 
humanity, equally, or perhaps more, 
perversive of the best affections of 
our nature, and of more actual pre
sent interest than either of the cus
toms alluded to, inasmuch as the one 
of them has receded step by step 
before British influence and the other 
before British power, till both are now 
shut up within the remote mountain 
fastnesses of the land, while this which 
now claims our attention is day by 
day practised in all our cities and in 
all our villages, by the most intelli
gent as well as the most ignorant of 
our fellow-subjects, by those who are 
most under European influence, as 
well as by those who have never seen 
a white-faced man—by those who 
have been trained and educated under 
the humanizing influence of our liter
ature and science and religion, as well 
as by those who have grown on no 
other mental food than Sanskrit roots. 
The practice in question has been 
denominated in the work at the head 
of our article by a term which has 
become prevalent of late years— Ghat 
murders, and which indicates but too 
correctly the very frequent result of 
the custom of exposing the sick and 
infirm and aged on the banks of the 
Ganges. W e ought to explain, how
ever, that we do not desire that the 
term should be understood in such an 
offensive sense as if it were implied 
that those who thus expose their sick 
relatives do actually intend to deprive 
them of life; all that we mean to say, 
and this we shall prove, is, that this is 
a very frequent result of the practice.

The subject, it appears, had been 
prescribed as the theme of a Prize 
Essay in one of the public schools
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of Calcutta, and it is chiefly from the 
pages o f the successful Essayists—  
young natives o f Bengal— that the 
account of the. origin o f  the prac
tice is derived.

In all systems of religion which 
men have devised, sacred waters are 
recognized as possessed o f  peculiar 
virtues and entitled to peculiar honour. 
T o  account for this it is surely not 
necessary to have recourse to the ex
planation gravely set forth by more 
than one member o f a certain modern 
sect, who tell us that it proceeds from 
an innate presentiment, or traditional 
revelation of the sacramental virtues 
o f the waters o f baptism! When we 
read grave arguments in defence of 
the position that the worship o f water- 
nymphs and Dryads is a fore-shadow
ing of the gratitude due to God for the 
blessings of the baptismal waters and 
o f the wood o f our Saviour’s cross, 
we can only say that our intellectual 
constitution is not in accordance with 
that o f  those who can use, or be con
vinced by, such arguments; nor can 
we bring ourselves very poignantly to 
regret me discordance. Surely we 
need not search into any mysteries in 
order to discover the rationale o f the 
process by which men, having forgot
ten the God that made them, or “ not 
liking to retain him in their know
ledge,”  and set upon making for them
selves gods, and worshipping and 
serving the creature rather than the 
creator, selected as one o f  the objects 
of their adoration that which is at 
once one o f the most beautiful and 
the most useful o f material things. 
Thus, and not otherwise, the noble 
Ganges was early honoured by the 
dwellers along its banks as the author 
o f all their temporal blessings, as in 
reality it is the instrument through 
which the greater portion of these 
blessings are conferred on them by 
Him who is the author o f every good 
gift. The temporal blessings confer
red through the instrumentality o f the 
river were very naturally made use of 
by the instructors o f  the people to 
symbolize the spiritual blessings and 
gifts that men stand in need of. So 
apt is the similitude between the in
jury inflicted on the body by filth and 
impurity, and that inflicted on the soul 
by the perpetration or even the con

ception of sin, that there is probably 
no language in which terms indicative 
of pollution are not employed to de
signate the latter fact, and the cor
relative terms indicative of cleansing 
to express the removal of the evil. 
Every one will admit that nothing can 
be more natural nor more appropriate 
than the employment of that element 
which is the main agent in effecting 
the purification of the defiled body to 
symbolize the cleansing of the defiled 
soul; and for such use of it as a 
symbol we have the highest of all 
authority. But all ritual nistory goes 
to evince the tendency of men every
where to substitute the sign itself for 
the thing signified, to put that which 
is external and corporeal and visible 
in the place of that which is inward 
and spiritual, and invisible.

# # * #
W hile the casual origin o f this prac

tice is patent to the most ordinary 
observation, its historical origin, as is 
the case with most o f the traditional 
customs of this country, is lost in ob
scurity. I f  it be the fact that Hin
duism did not originate in Bengal, 
as we believe is generally admitted, 
then we may be sure that this prac
tice does not originally belong to it, 
and that it has been grafted upon it 
after the period o f its transplantation 
into the Gangetic valley. And this 
supposition, we believe, will be con
firmed by the negative evidence o f the 
Hindu writings. It does not appear 
that there is any allusion to the cus
tom, whether preceptive, historical or 
incidental, in any of the most ancient 
o f these books; while allusions o f all 
these kinds abound in those of more 
modem date. Among the more an
cient writings we would be under
stood to include the oldest and most 
authoritative of the Puranas. One of 
the native Essayists attempts, with 
much learning and ingenuity, to show 
that the custom has not prevailed for 
more than 360 years; but this period 
we think far too short.

The following is the history of the 
origin of the usage according to the 
sacred books o f  Hinduism.

The story o f the marvellous descent 
o f the sacred river from heaven, ori
ginally given at great length in the
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Ganga Khanda of the Scanda Puran, 
and rendered into Bengali verse by 
Durga Prasad in a popular religious 
poem entitled Ganga VaMi Taram- 
gini, unquestionably led to the custom 
whose origin we are attempting to 
explain. Prom the last mentioned 
poem we give iiie following summary 
account:—  * * *

Bhagirath—the issue of a mysterious 
conjunction of the two queens of the 
last mentioned prince—at first a de
formed mass of loathsome flesh, but 
afterwards changed into an angelic 
boy by the blessing of a sage, listened 
with growing interest to the romantic 
tale of his ancestors, and became in
spired with the pious resolution of 
delivering them from the pernicious 
effects o f  the withering curse of Ka- 
pila. After a series ot devotions, un
paralleled in the history even of Indian 
asceticism, Bhagirath, prevailed with 
Bramha to grant him a drop of those 
immortal waters (of Ganga) that washed 
the “ argent fields”  of heaven. Vishnu 
also came forward and presented him 
with a conch, the sound of which was 
to be followed by the Ganga. But 
the imaginative mind of Bhagirath 
foresaw a most serious difficulty. He 
was apprehensive lest the rush of the 
celestial Ganga from the “ sublime 
top” of Baikuntha might annihilate 
the earth. Mahadeva—the third per
son of the Hindu Triad—soon eased 
him of his fears. He bore the irresis
tible weight of the interminable Ganga 
on his matted hair, whence she gently 
descended into the sublunary plains. 
Bhagirath went before sounding the 
conch-shell, and Ganga followed him. 
They went through many a realm, 
since rendered memorable in the Ge
ography of Hindu pilgrimage, through 
Hurdwar, subsequently the resort of 
innumerable pilgrims—through Allaha
bad, called by the Hindus Prayag, 
where Ganga met her sister, the 
divinely fair Jumna, and where, ever 
afterwards, sacrifices have been offer
ed by the devout to the manes of 
their ancestors—through Benares, the 
holiest city in the world, the beloved 
abode of saints and gods, where the 
shock of earthquakes is not felt on 
account of its super-terrene position, a 
theatre of the most magnificent tem
ples, pagodas, and minarets—through 
Tribeni, where she met two more

of her sisters, and for this reason, 
reckoned the most holy place in all 
lower Bengal. Hitherto the progress 
of Ganga had been uninterrupted. 
Right before Bhagirath lay on his way 
a sage completely absorbed in his 
meditations. He was none else than 
Janhu feared by gods and men. 
Scarcely had Bhagirath observed the 
rapt Muni, when the rushing waves 
of the resistless Ganga touched his 
body. A north-wester seemed to ga
ther on his brows at this sad and 
unwelcome interruption. He opened 
his eyes, looked on Bhagirath with 
a glance of withering indignation, and 
drank the whole Ganga in one sip. 
Poor Bhagirath! He was overwhelm
ed with grief. He earnestly suppli
cated the sage to pardon him. Janhu 
was moved. He caused the waters to 
gush out in torrents from his thigh. 
Bhagirath, right glad, bounded before, 
sounding the conch-shell. Ganga— 
the mighty river that she is—flowed 
majestically—her rolling stream raised 
into mountain-wave8, her voice re
sembling the “ sound of many waters.”  
She passed through Kharda and Kali 
Ghat, near which has since been rais
ed the “ City o f  Palaces”—the resi
dence of impure Mleckkas ! And now 
she came to her journey’s end. The 
boundless waste of the waters of the 
Indian Ocean lay before. She pour
ed herself into it by a hundred (?) 
mouths. The hour of Bhagirath’s tri
umph arrived. The moment the sa
cred waters penetrated into the caverns 
wherein reposed the “ mighty dead”  
of Bhagirath’s ancestors, that very 
moment they ascended to heaven in 
glorious chariots! !*

It remains only to be mentioned 
that this story is believed by almost 
all the Hindus. Where then is the 
marvel that the Ganga should be 
worshipped, and that the sick and 
dying should be carried to her banks, 
that they, through her, might get into 
heaven ?

Next, we may observe that the 
abundance of passages in the sacred 
books of the Hindus, in which the 
virtue of cleansing away sin is attri
buted to Ganga and the benefits of 
dying on her banks are set forth, is

*  The above passage is a condensed account of a 
whole religious poem, 8ro.
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another circumstance that accounts 
for the origination o f the custom of 
the exposure o f the sick and the 
dying. W hole chapters and volumes 
are filled with eulogies of Ganga. 
W e shall only quote a few  passages. 
The following is our translation of 
VcdmUcVs prayer:

“ O thou mother Bhagirathi— sister- 
in-law of Parbatti— the garland of earth 
— the pointer to the skies, to thee 
I pray. May I who dwell on thy 
shore, drink thy waters, feel the force 
o f thy waves, trust in thee, look in
tently on thee, may I die in thee. O 
thou destroyer o f hell! I had rather 
be a bird nestling in the hbllow of 
a tree growing on thy sacred banks, I 
had rather be a fish or tortoise in thy 
waters, than a monarch at the sound 
o f the bells o f  whose fiery coursers 
kings are filled with consternation.
0  Bhagirathi! thou that leadest thy 
votaries to heaven, when shall my 
body attain the blissful state of being- 
pricked by crows, torn by dogs, de
voured by jackals, rocked in thy 
waves, carried from shore to shore by 
thy stream, and fanned by the fai
ries of paradise ? O Bhagirathi— who 
wert o f old drunk by Janhu— thou 
ineffable Ganga— the blessed garland 
o f  Vishnu’s feet and Shiva’s head— 
the banner o f joy — the ultimatum of 
felicity— the destroyer of sin, O save 
and purify me. Resplendent as the 
sounding-shell, the moon, or the whit
est flower— placed beyond the reach 
o f solar heat by the umbrageous sha
dow o f palm and fir trees— blended 
with the washings of the nipples of

aradisiacal fairies— sporting on the 
ead of Shiva and in the dust of Vish

nu’s feet— wandering through many a 
realm —  piercing through mountain- 
cavems, thy waters are at once the 
enemy o f  ait sin, and the source o f  all 
good. May the waters purify my soul.
1 had rather be a crab in thy waters 
than be the master of ten millions 
o f  elephants in a country not washed 
by thy waters. He who repeats these 
verses o f Valmiki every day after 
bathing, is delivered from all his sins, 
freed from the pains o f transmigra
tion, and put in the way o f enjoying 
the ineffable pleasure o f being absorb
ed into the essence o f  Brahm.”

The following is a translation of a 
Vol. VII.— No. 3.

prayer to Bhagirathi, contained in a 
popular religious poem :

“ O mother Ganges, I now bow  
down at thy feet, have mercy upon 
thy servant. O who can describe thy 
virtues since they are past the com
prehension of the powers of man. 
The supreme divinity Brahma can 
alone describe some o f thy qualities. 
W ere the greatest o f sinners— the 
perpetrator of endless sins to pro
nounce the word Ganga, he, being 
delivered from all his sins, shall be 
translated to the blissful abode of the 
celestials. Thou alone art properly 
called the “ source o f happiness,”  and 
the “ Saviour o f  m e n * # *

There are also many» traditionary 
stories— implicitly “ believed by the 
majority o f the Hindus”  which obvi
ously serve to strengthen the custom 
in question. O f these we can only 
quote the last related by the author 
of the Essay.

“ On one of the days in which ablu
tions in the Bhagirathi are said to 
be attended with peculiar blessings, 
multitudes o f men and women were 
on their way thither. On the road 
side there sat a blind Mohammedan 
by name Jaffer Khan. He asked the 
passers-by whither they were going. 
They all said they were going to 
bathe in the Bhagirathi. He asked 
what benefits they would receive by 
it. ‘Our sins are pardoned,’ answered 
they, ‘and our diseases are healed.’ 
Believing that by bathing in the river 
his sight would be restored, he made 
the resolution to do it. He came 
along the road asking every body he 
met with how much he had to travel 
more. On reaching the banks he roll
ed himself from the high embank
ments into the river, and cried out in 
a spirit o f the most implicit faith: ‘O 
thou daughter of the mountains, it is 
no great praise for thee to help the 
righteous; but it shall be to thy great
est glory, if thou canst save me— a 
sinful wretch.’ On saying this, he 
made several plunges in the water. 
The river goddess took pity upon 
him, forgave him his sins, and restored 
him his sight.”

Such then being the potent, or all 
P
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but omnipotent, virtue ascribed to 
these waters, it follows as a matter 
of course that to bathe in the Ganges 
daily is at once a duty and a privi
lege, and to die in its immediate 
neighbourhood, or actually under its 
waves, is a sure method of attain
ing everlasting blessedness. The cu
rious tell us that it was with the view 
of stirring up the indolent people of 
Bengal to regularity in the perform
ance of needful ablutions, that their 
wily legislators ascribed such virtues 
to the stream, thus cheating them by 
a sort of “ pious fraud” into cleanli
ness. Whether this were so or not, 
it is not of much moment to inquire. 
If it were so, we must regard the 
notion of the desirableness of being 
within the influence of the waters 
at the moment of death as a perver
sion of the law which requires the 
application of the waters to the body, 
during life. And, indeed, such per
versions are not rare in the history 
of fallible humanity. It was by a 
similar perversion, for example, that 
Christians in the days of Constantine 
—forgetting altogether the object and 
purposes for which the holy sacra
ment of baptism was instituted, and

imagining that all sins committed pre
viously to its administration were 
washed away by the holy rite—fell 
into the habit of delaying its recep
tion to the latest possible period. 
Thus Constantine himself, though pro
fessing Christianity for many years, 
was not baptized till he was on his 
death-bed. If it were so, that the 
ancient Hindu legislators thought, by 
imputing a spiritual virtue to the act 
of bathing in the Ganges, to urge the 
people to regularity in the perform
ance of those washings which are 
essential to cleanliness, which in its 
turn is essential to health, this perver
sion of their precepts is another in
stance, in addition to the thousands 
that might be produced from other 
quarters, illustrative of the position 
that falsehood is always an evil, and 
that fraud, though designed for a 
pious end, is always not only impious, 
but detrimental.

The present state of the practice, 
and the disastrous effects it produces 
on the great majority of the unhappy 
patients, must be reserved for a future 
number.

fflimtllmtouu Selections«
“ So many  C ai .l s .” — It was a brisk 

clear evening in the latter part o f  De
cember, when Mr. A. returned from 
his counting-house, to the comforts o f 
a bright coal fire and warm arm-chair 
in his parlour at home. He changed 
his heavy boots for slippers, drew 
around him the folds o f his evening 
gown, and then lounging back in the 
chair, looked up to the ceiling and 
about with an air o f satisfaction. Still 
there was a cloud on his brow. What 
could be the matter with Mr. A .? To 
tell the truth, he had that afternoon, in 
his counting-room, received the agent 
o f one o f  the principal religious char
ities o f the day, and had been warmly 
urged to double his last y e a r ’B subscrip
tion, and the urging had been pressed 
by statements and arguments to which 
he did not know well  how to reply.

“ People think,”  soliloquized he to him
self, “ that I am made o f  money, I be
lieve. This is the fourth object this 
year for which I have been requested 
to double my subscription; and this 
year has been one o f  heavy family 
expenses—building and fitting up his 
house—carpets—curtains—no end to 
the new things to be bought: I do not 
see, really how I am to give a cent more 
in charity. Then, there are the bills 
for the boys and girls—they all say they 
must have twice as much now as before 
we came to this house— wonder if 1 
did right in building it?”  And Mr. 
A— glanced unceasingly up and down 
the ceiling, and around on the costly 
furniture, and looked into the fire in 
silence. He was tired, harassed and 
sleepy—his head began to swim, and 
his eyes closed. He was asleep. In
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his eleep he thought he heard a tap 
at the door; and there stood a plain 
poor-looking man, who in a voice sin
gularly low and sweet, asked for a few 
moment’s conversation with him. Mr. 
A — asked him into the parlour, and 
drew him a chair near the fire. The 
stranger looked attentively around, and 
then turning to Mr. A— presented him 
with a paper. “ It is your last year’s 
subscription to missions,”  he said; 
“ you know all the wants of that cause 
that can be told you ; I came to see 
if you had anything more to add to it.”

This was said in the same low and 
quiet voice as before; but, for some 
reason unaccountable to himself, Mr. 
A — was more embarrassed by the plain, 
poor, unpretending man, than he had 
been in the presence o f any one before. 
He was for some moments silent before 
he could reply at all, and then in a 
hurried and embarrassed manner he be 
gan the same excuses which had ap
peared so satisfactory to him the after
noon before, the hardness o f the times, 
the difficulty o f  collecting money, fa
mily expenses, «fee.

The stranger quietly surveyed the 
spacious apartment with its many ele
gancies and luxuries, and without any 
comment took from the merchant the 
paper he had given, but immediately 
presented him with another

“ This is your subscription to the 
Tract Society; have you anything to 
add to it? You know how much it 
has been doing, and how much more it 
now desires to do, if Christians would 
only furnish means. Do you not feel 
called upon to add something to it?”

Mr. A— was very uneasy under this 
appeal; but there was something in 
the still, mild manner of the stranger 
that restrained him : but he answered 
that though he regretted it exceedingly, 
his circumstances were such that he 
could not this year conveniently add to 
any o f his charities.

The stranger received back the pa
per without any reply, but immediately 
presented in its place the subscription 
to the Bible Society, and in a few clear 
and forcible words, reminded him of 
its well-known claims, and requested 
him to add something to his donations. 
Mr. A — became impatient.

“ Have 1 not said,”  he replied, “ that 
I can do nothing more for any charity 
than I did last year? There seems 
to be no end to the calls these days. 
At first, there were only three or four 
objects presented, and the sums requir
ed moderate—now the objects increase

every day, and call upon us for money ; 
and all, after we have given once, want 
us to double and treble and quadruple 
our subscriptions ! There is no end to 
the thing. We may as well stop in 
one place as another.”

The stranger took back the paper, 
rose, and fixing his eye on his com
panion, said, in a voice that thrilled 
to his soul,

“ One year ago to-night, you thought 
that your daughter lay dying—you 
could not rest for agony—upon w h o m  
did you call that night ?”

The merchant started and looked up 
— there seemed a change to have passed 
over the whole form of his visitor, 
whose eye was fixed on him with a 
calm, intense, penetrating expression 
that subdued hi in—lie drew back, co
vered his face, and made no reply.

“ Five years ago,”  said the stranger, 
“ when you lay at the brink o f the 
grave, and thought that if you died 
then you would leave a family un 
provided for, do you remember how 
you prayed ? W h o  saved you then ?”  

The stranger paused for an answer, 
but there was a dead silence. The 
merchant only bent forward as one 
entirely overcome and rested his head 
on the seat before him.

The stranger drew yet nearer, and 
said, in a still lower and more im
pressive tone, “ Do you remember fif
teen years since, that time when you 
felt yourself so lost, so helpless, so 
hopeless, when you spent day and 
night in prayer, when you thought 
you would give the world for one 
hour’s assurance that your sins were 
forgiven you? W ho  listened to you 
then ?”

“ It was my God and Saviour,”  said 
the merchant with a sudden burst o f  
remorseful feeling, “ O yes, it was H e.” 

“ And has H k ever complained o f 
being called on too often ?”  inquired 
the stranger in a voice of reproachful 
sweetness. “ Say,”  added he, “ are you 
willing to begin this night and ask 
no more of H im , if  H e from this night 
will ask no more from you ?''

“ O never, never, never!”  said the 
merchant, throwing himself at his feet; 
but as he spake these words the figure 
seemed to vanish, and he awoke with 
his whole soul stirred within hifti.

“ O my G od and S a v io u r  ! what have 
I been doing!”  he exclaimed: “ Take 
all—take everything— what is all that 
I have to what T hou hast done for 
me ?” — S t o w e .
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T h e  H ea t of  India .— W e entered 
Agra on the 7th o f  A p ril; rejoiced 
at having hitherto escaped the noxious 
effects o f the hot season in this climate, 
and not less so to find a shelter from 
its intensity in the ingenious con 
struction o f the dwellings here. It 
is difficult in the temperate climate 
o f  our German home to form any con 
ception o f  the burning heat o f  a T ro 
pical sun. W hen in Agra, tempted 
by the artificial lowering o f  the tem
perature in the interior o f  our resi
dence, we ventured after mid-day to 
take a short walk along the street. 
The sensation caused by first meeting 
a rushing stream o f  air heated up to 
34 or 35 degrees (109 or 111 degrees 
Fahrenheit) was most startling. The 
pain felt in the nose resembled that 
caused by excessive cold, and a sort 
o f  shivering ran down the back. W e 
were involuntarily impelled to betake 
ourselves to running, in order to 
reach the cool atmosphere o f  the first 
tatty or o f  the nearest shades. Im 
mediately on re-entering after such 
an exposure to the heat any inhabit
ed apartment— or I should rather say 
vault, for all the rooms are very lofty 
and surmounted by domes, and light 
is admitted only by a small skylight 
— one is in danger o f  being struck 
by apoplexy, for a current o f  cold 
air flows upon one from all sides. 
A  pair o f  bellows is at work, noise
less but ceaseless, behind each door; 
and over the heated crown o f  the 
entering guest, which, nevertheless, 
he is constrained to uncover, the 
weighty punkah is moved backwards 
and forwards so vehemently that 
every hair is made to fly loosely about 
his head : at any rate, there is no 
doubt that to go out before evening 
is by no means advisable; coup-de- 
soleil or fever may not indeed be 
very frequent, but cough, catarrh, 
and toothache, are the ordinary evils 
that result from such imprudence. 
It is interesting to observe how in
ventive the necessities o f  the climate 
have here made man. How varied 
and ingenious are the methods he has 
devised in the internal arrangement 
o f  his domestic architecture for ob
taining relief from the oppressive h ea t! 
A  house such as the wealthy and 
distinguished British residents here 
occupy, is generally a structure o f 
considerable height, but o f  only one 
story, o f  a horse-shoe form, with a 
colonnade in the centre : windows are

altogether wanting; and the only 
doors are in the side-walls, opening 
into a corridor, and screened by double 
hangings (coverlets o f  cotton cloth, 
thickly wadded), beneath which every 
one that enters must bend, and thus 
creep in. The sitting rooms in the 
side-wings o f the mansion receive 
their light from above, or else through 
small bath-rooms, in which jars full 
o f water are continually standing, 
and which have but one entrance, 
and that closed up by means o f a 
tatty-frame, kept always moist by 
having water poured perpetually upon 
it. All rooms that lie towards the 
West are cooled by an apparatus of 
this sort; for the sultry West wind 
is changed, by the rapid evaporation 
o f the water—caused by the current 
o f air flowing in—into an agreeably 
cool, and even occasionally into a 
cold breeze: it is therefore much 
easier to produce a moderate tem
perature within the dwelling when 
this hot wind blows, than when every 
breath is hushed even though the 
heat in the open air may then be less 
intense. . . . The manner of life, 
where everything great and small is 
so artificially regulated, differs es
sentially from that usual among us 
at home. The open air is only to be 
endured till about nine, or at latest 
ten o ’clock ; an Englishman at least 
will never leave the house after that 
time of day. German constitutions, 
fresh from Europe, are not easily in
jured by the heat: I have frequently 
remained at my drawing, in the open 
air, till eleven o ’clock, without suf
fering in consequence; although the 
danger of such an exploit was de
picted before me in the most vivid 
colours. It is an inherent part of the 
English character to maintain stead
fastly a belief once established: no 
one therefore ventures to go out o f 
doors after nine in the evening ; while, 
on the other hand, it is held to be 
quite allowable, and indeed a matter 
of course, to make a most substantial 
meal three times daily, and to drink 
a quantity o f strong ale and fiery 
wine, as though no danger could pos
sibly be apprehended from that quar
ter. In my opinion, it would be 
abundantly safe to take a little more 
exercise, even during the extreme 
heat; indeed, with a table so luxuri
ously supplied it might doubtless be a 
most wholesome practice.— H o f f m e i s - 
t e r ’ s T r a v e l s .
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a u tr  © l ir *

U n iv e r s a l  H armony  of  T r u t h .—  
I f we travel along some smooth and 
pleasant road, those objects which im
mediately surround us shall seem to 
us adverse to our course, and moving 
in the opposite direction. And these 
are mostly works o f the hands o f men, 
as the hedge-rows perhaps which he 
hath planted, or the cottages and houses 
which he hath built. But if we cast 
our eyes beyond these, and gaze upon 
the handiwork o f  nature, upon the 
huge mountains which engird the hori
zon, or the majestic clouds which swim 
in the ocean o f  heaven, we shall see 
that they travel with ps on our way, 
and that their course is onward, even as 
our own. And thus, methinks, it is 
with us in our pilgrimage towards 
truth. Men have hedged us round with 
the plantings of their own hands, or 
the devices o f their own hearts, and if 
we look at these as we advance, we 
shall seem to be, as it were in opposi
tion and contradiction to the reality of 
things. But raise we our sight above 
and beyond these new and mortal crea
tions, and when we shall contemplate 
and interrogate nature herself, in her 
primeval and enduring works, we shall 
find her, through them, travelling on 
the same road with us, and pointing 
towards the object o f our desires.— 
W is e m a n .

A d v ic e  to  P r e a c h e r s . — In my 
preaching I endeavoured to approve 
myself to God with fidelity and zeal; 
but I do not now think that I did it 
in a judicious way. I thought that to 
declare the truth with boldness was the 
one object which I ought to keep in 
view; and this is a very general mis
take among young ministers. I did 
not sufficiently attend to the example 
o f our Lord and his Apostles, in speak
ing as men were able to hear it, and in 
administering milk to babes, and meat 
to strong men. My mind being but 
ill-informed, my topics were necessari
ly few ; and the great subjects o f  death, 
judgment, heaven, and hell, were prom
inent in every discourse, particularly 
as motives to enforce the points on 
which 1 had occasion to insist. Were 
I now to enter on a new sphere, especi
ally if it were in a town and not in a

village, I would, in the morning ser
vices especially, unfold the parables, 
and endeavour rather to take the cita
del by sap and mine, than by assault 
and battery. I would endeavour to 
liwin souls,” and “ speak to them the 
truth in love;'' not considering so 
much what I was able to say, as what 
they were able to receive. But this 
requires more extensive knowledge, 
and a more chastised mind than falls in 
general to the lot o f young ministers, 
especially o f such as have never had 
one letter of instruction given them on 
the subject.— C h a r l e s  S im eo n .

A ph o r is m s .—Thy ignorancc in un
revealed mysteries is the mother o f  a 
saving faith; and thy understanding 
in revealed truths, is the mother of 
a sacred knowledge: understand not 
therefore that thou mayest believe ; but 
believe that thou mayest understand; 
understanding is the wages o f  a lively 
faith, and faith is the reward o f an 
humble ignorance.

Pride is the ape o f charity : in show, 
not much unlike, but somewhat fuller 
o f action; in seeking the one, take 
heed thou light not upon the other: 
they are two parallels never but asunder : 
Charity feeds the poor, so does pride : 
Charity builds an hospital, so does 
pride : in this they differ, charity gives 
her glory to God, pride takes her glory 
from man.”

Be careful rather o f what thou dost, 
than o f what thou hast: for what thou 
hast is none of thine, and will leave 
thee at thy death, or thou the pleasure 
o f it in thy sickness. But what thou 
dost is thine, and will follow thee to 
thy grave, and plead for thee, or against 
thee, at thy resurrection.

To tremble at the sight of thy sin, 
makes thy faith the less apt to tremble. 
The devils believe and tremble, because 
they tremble at what they believe: 
their belief brings tremblings ; thy trem
bling brings belief.

In thy apparel avoid singularity, 
profuseness, and gaudiness; be not too 
early in the fashion, nor too late; de
cency is the half way between affecta
tion and neglect. The body is the shell 
of the sou l; apparel is the husk o f that
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shell; the husk often tells what the 
kernel is.

Be not so mad as to alter that coun
tenance which thy Creator made thee : 
remember it was the work o f his hands ; 
if it be bad, how darest thou mend it? 
if it be good, why dost thou mend it? 
art thou ashamed o f  his work, and 
proud of thy own ? He made thy face 
to be known by, why desirest thou to 
be known by another? It is a shame 
to adulterate modesty, but more to 
adulterate nature. Lay by thy art, and 
blush not to appear what he blushes not 
to make thee. It is better to be his pic
ture than thy own.— Q u a r e l l e s .

J a c u l a  P r u d e n t u m .— He loseth no
thing that loseth not God.

Better the feet slip than the tongue.
Never had ill workman good tools.
He stands not surely that never slips.

Were there no hearers, there would 
be no backbiters.

Keep good men company, and you 
shall be o f the number.

Love your neighbour, yet pull not 
down your hedge.

Good words are worth much, and 
cost little.

Hell is full o f  good meanings and 
wishings.

Great alms-giving lessens no man’s 
living.

The river past, and God forgotten.
The heart’s letter is read in the eyes.
Truth and oil are ever above.
The more women look in their glass, 

the less they look to their house.
Prayers and provender hinder no 

journey.
There were no ill language if it were 

not ill taken.
Fear nothing but sin.— G eo rge  H er 

b e r t .

iU U fliotts ana iW ts'siouarn  KutclMstncc.

Ĵ oin e.
W e had marked the following extract 

for insertion in our last issue, but were 
obliged to leave it out from want o f 
room. Although, we believe, it has 
since appeared in one o f the local 
prints, the facts it narrates are too 
deeply interesting to be denied a per
manent record in our pages.

T h e  T h i e v e s  and  t h e  P h i l a n t h r o 
p i s t s .— Everybody has heard o f  the 
Ragged Schools, and most people know 
that Lord Ashley is their principal pro
moter. Now, there is what is termed 
the London City Mission, established 
for the purpose o f supporting the Rag
ged Schools and employing missionaries 
to reform people living amongst us of 
humble callings and o f all ages. One 
o f  these missionaries is Mr. Jackson, 
o f  the Rag Fair and Rosemary Lane 
district. His house is open to all who 
choose to visit him in search o f  advice 
and assistance; and between June and 
December 1847, so many as 2,343 calls 
upon him were made by children and 
young persons. People at all acquaint
ed with the neighbourhood to which

Mr. Jackson's zealous, pious, and phi
lanthropic labours are confined, will 
not be surprised to learn that lie is 
termed the “ Thieves’ Missionary,”  a 
distinction o f  which he is doubtless by 
no means ashamed, and one which he 
has been at much pains to obtain. He 
is, in fact, in the confidence o f  the 
thieves o f London, a confidence profit
able to them, to him, and to the whole 
community.

It occurred to Mr. Jackson, upon the 
receipt o f  Lord Ashley’s speech, spoken 
in the House o f Commons in June last, 
that some o f his “ young friends”  might 
desire to emigrate “ at the expense o f 
the Government,”  but not after the 
manner in which culprits usually leave 
the mother country. He accordingly 
put the question to one o f them, and 
the answer was, “ 1 should jump at 
i t !”  Thus encouraged, he made far
ther inquiry among his wicked associ
ates, and shortly afiterwards to use the 
words o f the City Missionary Maga
zine for this month, “ Mr ."Jackson was 
sent for by a number o f thieves lodging 
in a court adjacent to the district, call
ed Blue Anchor Yard. He went, and 
they expressed themselves extremely
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desirous to know whether any hope 
could be held out o f their obtaining an 
honest livelihood, however humble, in 
our colonies, instead o f continuing to 
pursue their present criminal course in 
this country, from which they found it 
now almost an impossibility to extri
cate themselves.”  “ It would,”  said 
they, “ be a capital thing for chaps like 
us.” Mr. Jackson informed his audi
ence that Lord Ashley was about to 
honour him with a visit, and he would 
have much pleasure in introducing 
them to his Lordship. The Irish Free 
School was fixed on as the place of 
meeting, and on the evening of Thurs
day, July 27, 1848, the convicted 
felons, vagrants, and known thieves, 
assembled together to the number of 
207, for the purpose o f consulting 
Lord Ashley as to the best means of 
bettering their condition. 207 thieves ! 
Even Mr. Jackson was not prepared 
for this. Jonathan Wild never wit
nessed the like of i t ! How will it be 
supposed the meeting was opened ? 
W hy, with a hymn and then a prayer. 
An address was next read to Lord 
Ashley, setting forth the nature and 
object o f the meeting, and the charac
ters o f those who attended it, together 
with the result o f the readers, previous 
exertions in the cause ot reformation. 
From that it appeared that rehearsals 
or trials had previously taken place, 
and when they last met only 138 avow
ed thieves were present. We extract 
from a table the results o f inquiries 
made upon that occasion :

Number of individuals present, 139
How many of you have been in prison ? 130
Have all o f you been in prison for tlieft ? 13U
How many of you ascribc your fall to in

toxicating drink ? 27
How many of you are abandoned by your 

friends who could help you ? 21
How many o f you have friends who can

not help you ’? 153
How many of you have friends who would 

help you if they knew your present 
state ? 5

A ie you all willing to give up thieving and 
go to work ? I :,R

H ow many of you have mothers living ? 14
How many of you have a father living? 17
How many o f you are living with girls in 

an unmarried state ? 13
How many o f you are willing to marry the 

girls you are living with ? 11
How many of you are married ? 4
How many o f you sleep in unions? (i!)
How many of you ascribe your present 

ruin to sleeping in the casual ward ? 42
How many of you arc likely to get into 

trouble? 133
How many o f you are willing to emigrate ? 137
How much do you get for every 

pound’s worth o f  goods ? 5s. in the 
pound, if we are not known; but if 
we are known, 10s. in the pound.

The above is an important document. 
W e leave the reader to ponder over it, 
and the intelligent mind will find there 
more to engage it than we have space 
to point out or ability to describe. 
One hundred and thirty-eight o f our 
fellow-creatures, in the prime o f man
hood, thieves by trade, self-acknow- 
ledged felons, ready to abandon their 
unlawful pursuits, and in this Christ
ian, moral, liberal, and enlightened age, 
actually incapable o f discovering liow 
to be honest—and live ! Out o f  372, 
278 had received no education, and 
their times o f imprisonment varied 
from one to twenty-seven times, while 
two forgot how many limes they had 
been incarcerated. But we must hast
en to a close. What was to be said to 
the 207 confessed and convicted rogues 
then and there ? “ Mutual aid”  was 
what his Lordship most recommended 
— self-reliance—self-sacrifice, a relin
quishing of their old practices, and 
new resolves for the future. “ But 
how,”  said they, “ are we to live till 
our next meeting ? We must steal or 
die.”  One of the party arose and said, 
“ My Lord, and gentlemen o f the Jury,* 
prayer is very good, but it will not fill 
an empty stomach.”  There was a 
general response of “ Hear, hear !”  and 
the directors of the meeting, we are 
told, “ were in considerable difficulty.”  
One thief, hereupon, came forward and 
recounted how he had forsaken his 
criminal calling, and travelled to Exe
ter on foot in search of employment 
(here was more than prayer), and back 
again to Mr. Jackson, who received 
him foot-sore and faint, and relieved 
him. Step by step, with evidence o f 
repentance, must those rise, who do 
emerge from their position, but with
out aid o f  some kind, how few will 
escape the fate to which they are hast
ening. Those who were present felt 
this, for a sum o f money was contri
buted on the spot, and thirteen o f those 
who were present are now in the wilds 
of Canada. Our readers must <lraw 
their own comments from these facts. 
— Era.

jfotrijjn.
CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

F re nch  M is sions .— This mission as 
we observed in a former issue, is now 
almost destitute o f funds. Subscrip
tions have begun to be raised in

* This is literally true.
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Calcutta, and by the last accounts had 
reached rupees 5,000. Is nothing to 
be done for this object in Madras ?

The Society at present numbers 18 
missionaries. O f these 13 are ordained 
as ministers o f  the Gospel, one is a 
medical doctor, one subdirector o f  the 
Normal School among the Bassoutos, 
one a printer, and two are assistant mis
sionaries.

The number o f  Stations occupied by 
these Agents o f  the Society is 13, viz. 
10 among the Bassoutos, two among 
the Batlajjis, and one at Wellington, 
which last was originally annexed to 
Waggon-makcr's Valley, and was found
ed by Mr. Bisseux, in 1830.

The next Station is that at Motito, 
about 18 miles from Kuruman or new 
Latakou, among a people composed of 
different tribes of the Bechuana, such 
as Barolongs, Batlapis, & c. It is now 
under the care o f Mr. Fredoux. The 
church at Motito reckons about 40 
members.

Moriah was the first Station formed 
among the Bassoutos. Here Messrs. 
Arbousset, Casalis, and Gosselin have 
laboured since the year 1833. It is 
now under the care o f Messrs. Arbous
set and Mreder. The number of com
municants in 1846 was 169. The school 
under the direction of Mrs. Maeder, is 
in a prosperous condition.

Bethulia was established by Mr. Pel- 
lissier, in 1833, among the Batlapis. 
It is situated near the junction of the 
Caledon with the great Orange River. 
The population is about 2,500. The 
number o f hearers on the Sabbath is 
from 500 to 600. The number of com
municants in 1848 was 194. The school 
also is in a flourishing condition, con
taining about 200 children.

Beersheba is situated very near to the 
Caledon River. Mr. S. Rolland has 
succeeded in bringing a pretty numer
ous population under the influence of 
the Gospel. In 1848 the number of 
communicants was 463. The Schools 
at this station contain above 500 pupils. 
It is here also that Mr. Ludorf, assisted 
by some natives, is engaged in printing 
the New Testament in the Sessouto 
language, which is spoken by nearly
80,000 people in that country. Several 
Elementary books, religious tracts, and 
a collection o f  hymns, have already 
issued from the press.

Thaba-Bossiou was founded by Mr. 
Casalis, in 1837. It is situated within a 
few miles o f  the residence o f Moshesh, 
the great chief o f the Bassoutos. It is

at this station that Mr. Dyke has been 
labouring along with Mr. C. his brother- 
in-law, for the laBt seven or eight years. 
Mr. Lautr6, the Missionary Doctor, 
has also been settled here since 1845. 
It may be considered as the most cen
tral station in the country. The num
ber of members in the church last year 
was 100, and the hearers on the Sabbath- 
day usually amouut to 400.

Mehuatling was founded by Mr. Dau- 
mas about the same time, and is in the 
midst o f a very dense population—say 
about 4,000. The number o f communi
cants is about 80, the hearers 350, and 
the children at the school about 180.

Bethesda was founded by Messrs. 
Schrumpf and Gosselin in 1843. The 
faith and patience o f  the brethren here 
have often been put to a severe test by 
the opposition and ungodliness o f  the 
natives. The number o f those who 
attend the preaching of the Gospel on 
the Sabbath, however, is now consder- 
able, and about 30 persons have been 
received into church-fellowship.

Berea was established by Mr. Maitin 
at the same time as Bethesda, and at 
first exhibited similar unfavourable to
kens. The opposition, however, is now 
gradually giving w ay; and 15 have 
already declared themselves on the 
Lord’s side.

Cana was founded about the end o f the 
year 1846 by Mr. D. Keck, among the 
people who had emigrated from Moriah 
under the guidance o f Jeremiah Mola- 
po, one o f the sons o f Moshesh. Sever
al conversions have taken place here, 
and that o f  the Chief himself is among 
the number.

Hebron is a station that was founded 
at the commencement o f 1847 by Mr. 
L. P. Cochet, among a people whose 
chief had for some time desired to have 
a missionary located in his district, and 
who has hitherto shown himself well 
disposed towards the Gospel and the 
cause of Christ.

Hermon—near to Basle (which was 
formerly occupied by Mr. Schreiner, 
o f the London Missionary Society); is 
the station where Mr. Dyke will prose
cute his work o f  evangelizing the hea
then. There are a few Christians there 
who have been converted, and baptized 
at other stations.

The last place we have to notice, in 
connection with this society,is Carmel. 
An Institution was formed here in 1846, 
by Mr. Lauga, for the instruction of 
intelligent and converted young people 
who may afterwards be usefully em
ployed as teachers or preachers o f the
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Gospel, to their fellow-countrymen. 
The direction o f  the Institution is con
fided to Mr. Lemue, with the assistance 
o f  Mr. Lauga.— C. C. Obs.

©liental.
CALCUTTA.

A uxiliary Bible Society. — The 
thirty-sixth Anniversary o f this Socie
ty was held in the Town Hall, on Fri
day evening, the 2d ultimo. After 
prayer by the Rev. H. Fisher, Dr. Duff, 
one of the Vice-Presidents of the So
ciety, took the chair. He remarked 
that the circumstance o f  his being call
ed upon to preside at the meeting, re
minded him o f  the recent loss the 
Society had sustained through the de
parture o f  their very excellent presi
dent, the Hon’ble H. F. Millett. He 
refrained from saying much about his 
departure, since allusion would be made 
to it in the report, he only prayed that 
the richest blessings o f  heaven might 
follow him until he was translated to 
join the company o f  the redeemed in 
heaven. This Society was formed on 
the 21st o f February, 1811. It was 
indebted for its origin to Henry Martyn. 
After the formation of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society a small corres
ponding Committee was formed in Cal
cutta, but little was done by it. For 
the purpose o f calling attention to the 
need of Bible circulation, Henry Mar- 
tyn preached a sermon on the subject 
from Gal. vi. 10: -‘ As we have there
fore opportunity, let us do good unto 
all men, especially unto them who are 
o f  the household o f  faith.”  He parti
cularly pleaded for the native Christi
ans o f Tanjore, o f the Malabar coast, 
o f  Ceylon, and o f  Syria. This sermon 
produced a great effect, many of his 
hearers met, and formed this Society 
with the express design o f carrying out 
his suggestions. They set about this 
noble work with the greatest energy; 
then was called forth the invaluable 
services o f Mr. Ward of Serampore, 
one o f a triumvirate whose names shall 
be immortal. This zeal spread; Ma
dras soon formed a separate Society 
more efficiently to carry out the great 
design of this Society in that presiden
cy ; a donation o f 5,000 rupees was 
made by this Society to it. Bombay 
soon followed the example, and to this 
also the Society gave 5,000 rupees. 
Even eastward its influence spread, 
and partly by the exertions o f  Sir 
Stamford Raffles, Java, Malacca, and

Amboyna received the Scriptures. At 
last its operations became confined to 
the presidency o f Bengal. Its history 
shows what can be done by earnestness 
and faith. Other Societies have taken 
part o f  its original field o f operation, 
and yet its sphere is immense, compre
hending a population o f  35 millions; 
such a vast multitude might well stim
ulate us to renewed exertions to sup
ply them with the Bible.

The Report was then read, several 
addresses delivered, and a collection 
made in aid o f the funds o f the So
ciety.

MADRAS.
A nniversary of the A uxiliary 

B i b l e  Society.—T he Twenty-eighth 
Annual Meeting o f this Society was 
held on the third floor of Mr. Wad
dell’s house, in Popham’s Broadway, 
on the evening o f  Monday, the 12th 
ultimo. The place was filled to over
flowing long before the appointed hour, 
and precisely at six o ’clock His Lord
ship the Bishop o f Calcutta, having 
arrived, was shown into the chair, and 
the proceedings o f  the evening com
menced by an appropriate prayer offer
ed by the Rev. J. Richards, m. a .  His 
Lordship opened a very interesting 
address by adverting to the advantages 
and usefulness o f the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, and spoke of 
his connection with it for upwards of 
forty-five years. He rejoiced to find 
that its proceedings were conducted in 
all uprightness, and that those to whom 
the management o f its affairs was en
trusted, had always evinced an anxiety 
to watch against the creeping in o f any 
possible error. There was no violation 
whatever o f the great principle o f  the 
Society, viz. the circulation of the Bi
ble, and the Bible alone, without note 
or comment, in all the accessible parts 
o f  the world. In alluding to the facili
ty with which translations o f the Scrip
ture arid of portions of it, were now 
got up, in the various languages, the 
chairman spoke in high terms o f the 
care taken to preserve the sense and 
meaning o f the English version in 
these translations; not a single verse 
conveying an erroneous interpretation 
o f Scripture truth was permitted to 
circulate, and even thirty years ago, 
where such was found to be the case, 
its circulation was immediately pro
hibited. He was convinced that God’s
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blessing would rest on the labours of 
the Society, and that there was no So
ciety in existence, which had achieved 
a greater amount o f  good, than the 
British and Foreign Bible Society. 
He remembered the time when the 
translation o f even a portion of the 
word o f  God was accounted a miracle, 
a work o f  exceeding difficulty, but 
now it was making its way into all 
parts o f the world, and was being cir
culated amongst the Heathen, the Mo
hammedan and the Christian, amongst 
all the tribes in Satan’s kingdom, and 
those who sat in darkness and in the 
shadow o f  death; and with what great 
results. In Manchester alone, from 
the distribution o f  the Word, to such 
an extent was the spirit o f inquiry 
awakened, and so great was the desire 
for knowledge., that in one year, no 
fewer than 90,000 copies were circu
lated amongst the labouring classes, 
both in the town and circuits surround
ing, and he had heard it said, that the 
tranquility o f  the people, during the 
Chartist and Socialist disturbances, 
was solely to be attributed, under God, 
to the diffusion o f  Scriptural know
ledge. When he was at Oxford two 
years and a half ago, he visited the 
Clarendon Press there established, and 
on inquiring the price for which a 
Bible could be printed, for the use o f  
the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
the Superintendent informed his Lord
ship, that the orders from the Society 
were so heavy and so numerous, that 
he could not get the workmen to keep 
down the demand. His Lordship re
ceived a Bible there, which he had left 
behind him on board the Tavoy, print
ed quite intelligibly, for which he paid 
only 10<i. The New Testament cost 
2d. He had read in a note in Gibbon’s 
History that before the Reformation, 
and the invention o f  printing, a copy 
o f  the Bible written on parchment cost 
£125, and occupied nine months in its 
execution. Now a thousand sheets 
were printed every hour, a copy o f the 
Bible was got for 10d. and a New Tes
tament for 2d.', what an amazing ex
tension was it not, of. God’s goodness 
towards u s ! And how great was the 
blessedness o f  having such a Society 
at work. He would mention on the 
authority o f a letter from the Secretary 
to one o f the Societies in Europe, that 
its operations were found to withstand 
the revolutions and tumults in the 
ininds o f  the people in the Continent. 
In Italy, a Bible Society was establish
ed on a ‘small scale, and in Germany,

Austria, and France, the prohibition 
being removed, free scope was given 
for the dissemination of Scriptural 
knowledge, and while no other Society 
gained access, the silent Bible was 
received, and read by those who un
derstood it. He would mention one 
circumstance in connection with Aus
tria. There was a pious lady o f  high 
rank, who made it a portion o f  her 
duty to distribute the Bible among the 
people. Prince Metternich, influenced 
by her example, connived at her pro
ceedings. This continued for some 
short time, and the Prince finding he 
could no longer permit its distribution, 
informed her that she must abandon 
her work. Before, however, the next 
case o f  books arrived, the Government 
was overthrown, and the Word o f  God 
continued to be distributed, and obtain
ed free access, without the connivance 
o f  either Prince Metternich, or any 
body else. He regretted that his in
firmities would oblige him to vacate 
the chair after the Teading o f the Re
port; but hoped that in all the So
ciety’s operations every thing would 
be done in the spirit o f  the Bible. 
With thanks to God for the blessing 
he had vouchsafed on the labours o f  
the Bible Society* with earnest prayers 
that every one will study so to conduct 
himself, as to be in himself a living 
Bible, a walking Bible in his family, 
His Lordship trusted he would remain 
with the friends o f  the Bible, so Jon£ 
as he lived in the world, that he would 
number with them when he came to 
die, and spend eternity with them, 
through the blood o f the Son o f  God, 
and the sanctifying spirit o f  grace. In 
conclusion, His Lordship begged the 
prayers of the meeting in his behalf, 
and trusted that all would exert them
selves in the dissemination o f  truth in 
goodness, love, charity and zeal, to
wards awakening the souls o f their 
neighbours to the knowledge o f  the 
Gospel, and the promotion o f  Christ’s 
glory, enabling them to raise their 
dying voices to the throne o f  grace, 
and beseeching them ever to remain 
with Jesus—“ Immanuel, God with us.”  
He would now call upon the Secretary 
(Rev. W . Porter) to read the Report.

The Report first directed attention to 
what was being done in other parts o f 
the wide world. More than two and a 
half millions o f  the sacred Scriptures 
were issued from the Depository o f the 
British and Foreign Bible Society at 
Paris, since it was first instituted in 
1820. These copies were dispersed
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throughout every province o f  France. 
They had penetrated through means of 
the colporteurs, to almost every village 
and hamlet. Between the 1st April 
1847, and the 1st April 1848 (as was 
gathered from the report o f the Parent 
Society), 124,214 copies o f the sacked 
Scriptures had been distributed. The 
issues from the depot of the Society 
in Belgium, Holland, and Cologne, 
amounted in the course o f  the past 
year, to 50,000 copies. In Germany 
about 64,000 copies were circulated. 
In Hungary the light o f  the Divine 
Word was spreading; nearly 2,000 
copies o f  the Hebrew Old Testa
ment were distributed among the 
Jews through the agency of the So
ciety, and nearly the same number by 
the missionaries in Pesth. Fourteen 
thousand copies had been received in 
Switzerland. Sweden, Norway, and 
Russia had also received an abundant 
supply of the Bread o f  Life. Many 
obstacles existed in Russia to the free 
circulation of the truth, but there was 
a power equal to thfe removal o f them 
all. There was a great religious move
ment among the Armenians in Turkey, 
owing in a great measure to the circu
lation and reading o f the Holy Scrip
tures. In South Africa an impetus 
had been given to the good work o f 
Bible distribution, in consequence o f  
the visit o f  Mr. J. T. Bourne, one of 
the agents of the Parent Society. The 
West India Islands, Madagascar, and 
the Islands o f  the Southern Sea, were 
receiving large supplies o f the Word 
o f  Life. In reference to the labours 
o f  the Committee in Southern India, 
it was stated that much time had been 
devoted to the translation and revision 
o f  the sacred Scriptures, and the prin
cipal efforts in this department, were 
in the Tamil and Canarese. In the 
Hindustani, it was believed, no pro
gress had been made. No missionary 
was devoted to that respectable and 
even large portion of the population, 
to whom the Hindustani was vernacu
lar. Hitherto, however, the Gospels 
were the only part o f the Scriptures 
prepared in a style suitable for the 
Mohammedans o f this part o f India. 
The revision o f  the Canarese New 
Testament was now in a fair way to
wards a satisfactory completion. In 
reference to the Tamil department, the 
Committee were happy to report that 
their anticipations in regard to a meet
ing o f their Sub-Committee appointed 
to act in concert with a deputation 
from the Committee of Revision of the

Jaffna Bible Society, for the purpose 
o f preparing a united version o f  the 
Tamil Scriptures had not been disap
pointed. An account o f the proceed
ings o f  the meeting o f the General 
Committee on the 18th September, 
1648, followed in the Report. As had 
been expected the Pentateuch was 
completed before the Committee closed 
tneir meeting, and they were eince in
dividually occupied in examining the 
historical books, preparatory to a meet
ing in the month of February. In 
hopes that the Old Testament would 
ere many months be ready for the 
Press, it was deemed advisable at the 
meeting to request the Parent Society 
to send a part of their usual grant of 
paper o f a size suitable for printing it 
in royal octavo. The Committee were 
happy to add that the Parent Society 
had, with their usual consideration and 
munificence, promptly responded to the 
call, and granted 2,000 reams o f  paper 
to be sent in two shipments. There 
had been no printing at Madras except 
o f  the portions of the New Testament 
mentioned as sent in by those employ
ed in the revision, and those only to 
the number of 300 each. The revised 
portions o f the Canarese New Testa
ment were lithographed for the use o f 
the Committee, and some o f the books 
which had passed the Committee were 
printed at Bellary. In Malayalim
3,000 copies of Genesis, Psalms and 
Proverbs, were printed at the Cottay- 
am Press under authority. By means 
o f  the employment o f  a colporteur 469 
copies o f the Holy Scriptures had been 
put in circulation ; o f  this number 358 
were purchased and 111 given gratu
itously. The colporteur had visited 
1,453 families during the year, and had 
read the Scriptures and prayed with 
443 families. He had on the whole 
met with a kind reception. The co l
porteur in his course of visitation had 
met with females o f disreputable char
acter who seemed disposed to abandon 
their shameful inode o f living, and 
who promised to forsake it, if some 
means o f livelihood could be obtained 
for them. The Committee had written 
to the President o f the Friend in-Need 
Society on the subject, to ascertain 
whether that Society could provide any 
relief for such cases o f  destitution; a 
favourable answer was received, and it 
was hoped a Christian public would 
make suitable provision for their re
covery. The reports of the Branch 
Societies and Associations were favour
able and cheering. In the early past
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o f  the year 2,330 coolies left Madras 
for the West Indies. 657 portions o f  
Scripture in the Tamil, Telugu, Hin
dustani and English, had been distri
buted among these. The Funds o f the 
Society were in a very satisfactory 
condition. The Society had received 
from various sources, in subscriptions, 
donations, collection at last Anniver
sary Meeting, congregational collec
tions, contributions from Branches, 
from the Parent Society for the salary 
o f  the Assistant Secretary, sale o f the 
sacred Scriptures and last year’s bal
ance, the sum o f rupees 15,824-5-4. 
The expenditure amounted to rupees 
11,833-14-10, leaving a balance o f  
rupees 3,990-6-6. The Committee ob
served with regard to this statement, 
that the amount received in free con
tributions was larger than it was last 
year by rupees 229-12-3, and it was 
also pleasing to note the receipt o f a 
larger amount year by year from the 
sale o f  the sacred Scriptures. The 
balance in hand might appear large, 
but this was owing to the small amount 
o f  printing executed; much precious 
time had been spent during the year 
in revising the sacred Scriptures in 
Tamil, Canarese and Telugu; these 
revised portions would require to be 
printed in large editions, which would 
exhaust the balance, and compel the 
Committee to draw afresh on the lib
erality o f  their friends. The Com
mittee acknowledged the receipt of 
printing paper, English, Hebrew and 
Greek Scriptures, and binding ma
terials to the extent o f  £1,315-16-11. 
They were also indebted to the Cal
cutta Bible Society for 350 Hindustani 
Scriptures in the Arabic character, and 
300 in the Persian. The total amount 
o f  the copies o f  Scriptures issued from 
the Depository was 11,962, o f  these 
3,162 had been sold. The circulation 
o f the sacred Scriptures in English 
was greater than in any previous year. 
The report concluded with extracts o f 
letters from several Rev. Gentlemen 
in the Mofussil, exhibiting the gratifi- 
ing results o f the Society’s labours, 
and concluded with an acknowledg
ment o f  their gratitude to God, for the 
share the Committee had been permit
ted to take in the operations o f the 
Society.

His Lordship here retired, and the 
chair was occupied for the remainder 
o f  the evening by the Venerable the 
Archdeacon.

The following resolutions were then 
proposed and adopted.

I. That the Report now read be re
ceived and printed under the direction 
o f  the Committee.

J. F. Thomas, Esq., in moving its 
adoption, spoke o f  his long connection 
with the Society, as being a reason why 
he. was permitted the privilege o f  ad
dressing the meeting first. The report 
would speak for itself, and when print
ed and circulated would be productive 
o f  useful and beneficial results to the 
community at large. It was evident 
from the extensive circulation o f  the 
sacred Scriptures, as stated in the re
port, that the minds o f the people were 
becoming imbued with the importance 
and value o f the Society’s labours, and 
if  there ever was a time, when the dis
semination o f  truth was to be under
taken with increased exertion, it was 
the present, when false principles were 
being circulated and special reasons and 
arguments set up against it. He defied 
the ability of any man to disprove these 
false reasonings, unless he recognized 
the power o f  the word o f God. As 
knowledge and education were on the 
increase, unless an equal share o f Scrip
ture truth were disseminated, there 
was nothing to enable the people to 
guard against the influence o f  these 
principles, and he was satisfied that 
there was no greater good man could 
bestow on his fellow-creature, than in 
assisting to place within his reach the 
truths of divine revelation. The Rev. 
A. R. Symonds seconded the resolu
tion. The report not only contained 
interesting information calculated to 
please and instruct, cheer and stimu
late, but it was also a record o f  the 
views and proceedings o f  the Society. 
He touched on the judicious manage
ment of the funds, and rejoiced to find 
that good judgment was shown in the 
distribution o f the Bible in proportion 
to the demand made for it. He advert
ed to the agency employed in its circu
lation, and the reasons for increased 
exertion on the part o f  those engaged 
in it, and dwelt on the necessity o f 
public meetings and public addresses, 
to stir up the minds o f  all to a remem
brance o f  their duty. The power o f 
the Bible was great, and the reverend 
gentleman related in illustration the 
case o f  an aged man he was acquainted 
with in England, who from being once 
an abandoned and dissolute character, 
was brought to a knowledge o f  his state 
by the power o f the Gospel, and who 
when the hand o f death was on him, 
expired exclaiming, “ God will abun
dantly pardon.”
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II. That this meeting desires humbly 
to express its gratitude to Almighty 
God, for the success which has attend* 
ed the British and Foreign Bible So
ciety, and its numerous Auxiliaries; re
gards with sacred pleasure the open
ings made in Providence for the wider 
circulation of the sacred Scriptures 
and books, with lively hope for the 
promised period when “ the earth shall 
be full o f  the knowledge o f the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea.”

The Rev. R. K. Hamilton moved the 
resolution. He had expected to have 
been called upon only to second the 
resolution, but as he was required to 
propose its adoption, he would apolo
gize to the meeting for any inade
quacy they might discover in his re
marks. It was a resolution in which 
all would cordially sympathize. He 
observed that the success which had 
attended the efforts o f  the Society, af
forded abundant cause for encourage
ment, and deprecated the aptitude o f 
man to place too much reliance on the 
arm o f flesh. The British and Foreign 
Bible Society was 44 years in exist
ence ; the Holy Scriptures were trans- 
lated into 150 different languages, and 
the circulation exceeded 21,000,000 o f 
copies—there was every reason there
fore to say, “ Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us.” The Rev. J. Rolerts in 
seconding the resolution remarked that 
all would concur in the necessity o f 
extensive circulation o f  Scripture truth, 
when it was remembered that the Scrip
tures alone were the only safe guide to 
man. The Pagan acknowledged sin, 
by his victims, by the suffering o f  men 
to remove that sin, but he knew o f 
no Saviour. He hoped that the So
ciety felt the necessity for the wider 
circulation o f the Gospel, and that they 
would never rest satisfied till every 
man was found to possess a Bible o f 
his own.

III. That the Bible contains the great 
restorative and conservative principle 
o f  human Society, most important for 
men in this life, and indispensable to 
prepare them for that which is to come ; 
and that from the present state o f the 
world there is an important call upon 
every one to do what he can to give 
it “ free course”  in every language, 
accompanyir^g its dissemination with 
prayer, for the quickening influence o f  
the Holy Spirit.

The resolution was moved by the 
Rev. J. Braidwood. The great resto
rative and conservative principle con
tained in the Scriptures, was the pro

mise o f  eternal life to man, and its 
influence had been felt ever since 
Christianity came to be preached, ever 
since the word came burning from the 
mouths o f the Apostles. When the 
Greeks and the Romans were without 
God in the world, no sooner had 
this principle been preached by the 
lips o f  the Apostles, under the power of 
the Spirit, than the temples o f their 
gods were broken to pieces, they were 
free to. serve God, and free from 
the shackles and power o f  sin. The 
preachings of Luther were attended 
with the same results, and life and 
order characterised the state o f Euro
pean society. And in latter times, in 
Scotland, the people could not have 
withstood the troubles and hardships 
and destitution that reigned throughout 
the country, had it not been for the 
hope o f eternal life, in the Gospel o f 
Christ. There was an imperative call 
for the wider circulation o f  the Scrip
tures, when the temptations to which 
the people were exposed, were con
sidered, with the strength, subtlety, and 
triumphant spirit o f  Popery, whose ad
vocates were afraid of nothing so much 
as the Bible. A child in Ireland was 
found reading a Bible by a priest, who 
immediately seized it, and refused to 
return it. “ You may take the book 
away from me,”  said the child, “ and 
burn it, but you cannot take from my 
memory the passages I have learned 
from it.”  The Rev. M. Winslow se
conded the resolution. The Rev. gen
tleman dwelt on the excellence o f  the 
Bible and its tendency to elevate female 
society. The knowledge o f the Bible 
in England accounted for the peaceful 
state in which it remained, while the 
whole continent was convulsed with 
revolutions and disturbances. It was 
a favourite saying o f one of the old and 
sagacious ministers o f  Louis Phillipe, 
“ France must have a religion ;”  had he 
said, “ it must have a Bible,”  he would 
perhaps have been more correct; and 
to Bible distribution was to be attribut
ed the reason why France was not 
drenched with blood, from one end of 
the state to the other. The resolution 
was supported by Major C. M. Mac- 
Icane. He dwelt on the benefits re
sulting from the distribution o f the. 
Bible, and its great usefulness to man. 
As his seven locks o f hair were to 
Sampson, so was the word of God, 
without note or comment, to mankind. 
He was o f opinion that the knowledge 
that we obtained the esteem of men, 
and that we realized the good will o f
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the pedple, by our exertions towards 
the promotion o f God’s truth , was a 
source o f some personal consolation, 
and contrasted the amount o f good at 
present achieved, with the state of 
things two years ago. It was said “ the 
sun never sets on England,”  the remark 
could be applied with equal propriety 
to the dissemination o f  the Gospel. 
He spoke o f  the new opening made in 
the Pilnjaub, and the army there em
ployed to stem the tide of licentious
ness in that country, and concluded by 
observing that the word o f  God would 
be received notwithstanding the cry 
raised against it, and rise superior to 
the very elements which opposed it.

IV. That with the thanks to the office
bearers and other members o f the Com
mittee for their services during the last 
year, the following gentlemen be ap
pointed for the year to come with 
power to fill vacancies :
Messrs. Bainbridgk & Co. Treasurers.
Rev. YV. P o rte r , Secretary.
Uev. M. W in slow , si. a . Editorial Secretary. 
Major C. M. M aclb an e, Corresponding Secretaiy. 
Mh S. Symonds, Assistant Secretary.
Jli. C. F oste r , Clerk o f  the Depository.

Committee.
Lt. Col.K. A l e x a n d e r , 
W . H. ^ a ile y , Esq., 
Major W . T. B r e t t ,
Lt. Col. C. A. B r o w n e , 
P. C a h s t a i r s ,  Ksq.
A .  I .  C h e r r y , K sq .
J . D b f u ie s , Esq

J. Goldingham, Esq. 
Lt Col. A. La w k ,
D. Mackenzie , Ksq. 
MajorC. M. Ma clba .ve, 
a Seth sa m , Psq. 
(.'apt. I1'. H. Scott,
J. F. T homas, Esq.

Lt. Col. F. F. WHtNYATKS,

And all Ministers o f the Gospel who 
aid the Society.

A. F. Bruce, Esq. in moving the 
resolution, did not consider it necessary 
to make any observations. He remark
ed that the names o f  the gentlemen 
were well known to the meeting as the 
present nomination was a mere reap
pointment, and considered that their 
valuable services deserved due acknow
ledgment. The Rev. Dr. Powell se
conded the resolution, and rejoiced to 
find that in the nomination o f  the gen
tlemen w ho were to hold office for the 
present year, the spirit o f  uniformity, 
was not considered a vital element. In 
the Romish church, the Bible was re
quired to be believed, because the priest 
said it ought to be, and the priest was 
asked to be relied on because the Bible 
said he ought to be, somewhat analo
gous to the case o f Ramasawmy, who 
in applying for a situation backed his 
application with a testimonial from 
Rungiah, with whom nobody but him
self was acquainted : the present nom

inations were made without reference 
as to which o f the denominations of 
the church these gentlemen belonged. 
He touched on the excellence and 
efficacy o f the Bible in times o f trouble 
and misfortune, and trusted that all 
would feel the advantage o f its circu
lation divested o f the “ stinking puddles 
o f  man’s tradition.”  While it hum
bled, it exalted, while it inspired 
regret, its cheering influences were felt 
in that it contained the promise to the 
sinner, that his “ sins will be wiped 
away and remembered no more.”

A collection was taken [made] in the 
course o f  the evening amounting to 
upwards o f  rupees 300, and the benedic- 
tion being pronounced by the Rev. Mr. 
Winslow, the meeting separated at half 
past eight.—Athenaeum.

A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  L o n d o n  M is 
s i o n a r y  S o c i e t y . — The Annual Ser
vices in connection with this Society 
were held on the 18th and 21st of 
last month. On Lord’s day the 18th, 
preparatory sermons were preached 
in the morning by the Rev. B. Field, 
o f  the Wesleyan Society, from Judges 
v. 23. “ Curse ye Meroz,”  & c., and 
in the evening by the Rev. R. John
ston, o f the Free Church, from Pro
verbs xxiv. 11. “ I f  thou forbear to 
deliver them that are drawn unto 
death,”  &c. The sermons were most 
appropriate and impressive, and it is 
hoped that the impressions made will 
be long retained.

The Annual Meeting was held in 
Davidson’s Street Chapel, on the even
ing of Wednesday, the 21st, in the pre
sence o f  a numerous and respectable 
assemblage o f its friends and members. 
Precisely at a quarter past six, Colonel 
Alexander was called to the chair, and 
the business o f  the evening opened 
with singing, and prayer offered by 
the Rev. W. Porter. The chairman 
in an address pertinent to the occa
sion, reminded his hearers o f  the pri
vileges they enjoyed, and their numer
ous obligations and responsibilities, as 
common followers o f  the Lord, and 
servants o f  His Gospel. Since the 
last Anniversary Meeting o f  the So- 
ciety, great events had passed, changes 
had taken place in the world, ancient 
dynasties had been cast down, and they 
had seen Sovereigns and Princes trod
den under foot; anarchy, confusion,
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devastation, and destitution prevailed, 
and many were aspiring to do that 
good for the people, which none but 
Christians alone could accomplish, and 
Christian agency achieve. The object 
o f  the Society was the object every 
Society o f a similar nature laboured 
to effect; to carry into every nation 
and into all parts o f the world, those 
principles on which alone the well
being o f Society depended, and through 
which alone man’s happiness was con
solidated. By their attendance at the 
meeting they were pledging themselves 
to assist and go forward in the good 
work, but they were to remember the 
instability o f  earthly things, and the 
uselessness o f human effort without 
the assistance o f the Almighty, and 
the influences o f  His grace. The 
fchairman dwelt on the necessity o f 
increased exertion ; the scenes he had 
adverted to were far from them, but 
who could say how soon they would be 
presented to their eyes here, or what 
great events a day would accomplish. 
It was their duty to endeavour to carry 
out, what Christ himself bad command
ed them, by strengthening the hands of 
those engaged in the work, by contri
buting of tiieir substance, and by the 
exercise o f  their ability and talents, 
under a sense of their obligations, and 
the account they would have to render 
to God, the giver o f all good. He 
would call upon the Secretary to read 
the Report o f the Society for the past 
year, and beg their kind consideration 
to its details.

The Rev. W. If. Dr c a p  first called 
the attention o f  the meeting to the 
Report of the Parent Society at Home, 
and read several interesting extracts in 
connection with it. The cause of Mis
sions in India had sustained a severe 
loss in the death of the Rev. Samuel 
Flavel, the pastor of the Tamil church 
at Bellary. He was the son o f  a hea
then and native of Quilon. Being led 
by the providence of God in early life 
to Ceylon— under a tree, in one o f the 
forests o f that Island, he found a copy 
o f  the Gospel in Tam il; he read the 
book with eager delight, and was 
eventually converted, lie had labour
ed for some time in Bangalore, where 
he connected himself with this Society, 
and was removed to Bellary in 1827. 
The number o f  the Society’s Mission
aries had received an increase o f eight 
during the year, and now amounted to 
one hundred and seventy-three, exclu
sive o f their wives and children, many 
of whom were most effective coadjutors

in various labours o f  love. The num
ber o f native agents was upwards of 
seven hundred. The Report then chron
icled the happy results which had 
followed the Society’s labours in dif
ferent parts o f the world, in China, 
in South Africa, and Madagascar iu 
particular, and the large increase of 
converts to the church, with the liber
ality o f  the contributions o f the vari
ous Mission churches. In the Report 
o f the Madras Mission it was stated 
that the number of Missionaries con
nected with the Society was two, native 
preachers and teachers nine, native 
church members in Madras, Trippasore 
and Poonamallee 114; 11 of those in 
Madras had separated from the church. 
The-aggregate members o f the congrega
tion attending the various churches 
was 462. The number o f children 
educated 682; o f  these 441 were boys 
and the others girls. 69 villages had 
been visited during the year. There 
were 46 applicants for the Lord’s sup
per in Madras and Trippasore, and nine 
for baptism in the same stations. There 
had been twelve infant and three adult 
baptisms during the year; eleven per
sons had been received into chureh- 
fellowship, and five marriages had 
taken place. The Report then spoke 
of the death o f one o f the female 
members o f  the church, and the ex
amination o f the compound Boarding 
and Day School by the Rev. Messrs. 
E. Porter and Sewell. The 370 boys 
in the Vernacular Schools, and the 66 
girls in the Native Female Boarding 
School, under Mrs. Porter, were mak
ing satisfactory progress and improve
ment. A detailed account o f the visit 
to the various villages, and Mr. Drew’s 
Mission lour followed.

The following Resolutions were then 
proposed and adopted—

I. That the meeting acknowledges 
with gratitude to Almighty God the 
measure o f success which He had made 
to follow the labours of this and kin
dred societies during the past year, and 
desires to labour on in the work o f  the 
Lord with renewed hope o f success, 
from the assurance which He had given 
that “ His word shall not return to him 
void, but that it shall accomplish that 
which he hath purposed, and prosper in 
the thing whereto He hath sent it.”

The Rev. R. Johnston moved its adop
tion. In the resolution he recognized 
the fact that no man could call Jesus 
Lord but by the Holy Ghost. There 
was great cause for gratitude to God
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for the measure o f  success which had 
attended the extensive labours o f  the 
Mission as well as other Christian so
cieties, and the results which had fol
lowed the dissemination o f  Gospel truth 
abundantly testified to the fact that 
God’s word will not return to him void 
but “ accomplish that which he hath 
purposed, and prosper in tiie thing 
whereto he hath sent it.”  When it 
was first carried over the Pacific the 
Apostles of the Lord were subjected to 
suffering; many o f them were killed, 
and the word was rejected; but the 
time came when the sound o f  prayer 
was heard from the heathen in the 
bush; it greeted the ears ol the Mis
sionary, the written word was distri
buted largely to the people in their 
own language, conversions followed, 
churches were erected, idols destroyed, 
and living men raised up to praise the 
living God in these churches. The 
Reverend gentleman enlarged on the 
operations o f  the Society in Africa, 
Madagascar, China and India, and con
cluded with exhorting all who heard 
him to go forward and labour on in the 
work o f  love. The Rev. T. C. Page, 
in seconding the resolution, remarked 
that he had considered it scarcely ne
cessary to make any observations, but 
as silence might indicate a want o f  in
terest in the Society’s labours, he felt 
he could not sit down without saying a 
few words. He had much pleasure in 
seconding the resolution. It was one 
which ought to be stereotyped for the 
use o f future Missionary meetings. 
They scarcely ever met on occasions 
such as the present without finding 
ample cause for gratitude to God ; and 
although he was not aware whether 
there was greater cause for thankful
ness for the blessings vouchsafed dur
ing the past year, than during any 
previous year, sufficient appeared for 
all to entertain the hope expressed in 
the resolution, and to encourage them 
to unite together in the determination 
to go forward in the good work. He 
spoke o f  the urgent necessity that ex
isted for this, and in comparing the 
distress o f the spiritually destitute to 
the danger o f a vessel in flames, ad
verted to the anxiety they would feel 
to render assistance, if placed in a posi
tion to do so. He cautioned them 
against allowing their gratitude to pass 
off in the mere adoption o f  the resolu
tion, and urged the necessity o f lead
ing a Christian life, as the Gospel could 
not be preached as powerfully us rxarii' 
pie could preach it.

II. That this meeting remembering 
that all human effort, without divine 
power, must fail to convert the souls 
of men, desires to call upon each other 
to offer during this year, frequent and 
special prayer, for the outpouring o f 
the spirit o f  God upon the labours of 
His servants throughout the world.

The Rev. W. Grant, in moving the 
resolution, observed that it was one in 
which every person present would cor
dially agree. He reminded his hearers 
o f  the importance and prevalency o f  
the prayer o f  God’s people for securing 
the objects o f the Society, and dwelt 
on the necessity of having a special ob
ject in our prayers. He touched on the 
inability o f  man’s exertions to carry 
into effect his purposes, and spoke o f  
God’s affection and love as exhibited 
in all his works, as an encouragement 
to draw near unto him. In soliciting 
temporal favours, man frequently met 
with disappointment, but this was not 
to operate as a discouragement to per
severe ; God knew what was good for 
man ; in praying for spiritual blessings, 
however, the case was different. They 
were required by the resolution not to 
offer prayers as a single set o f Christ
ians, but all were called upon to bow 
before the Throne o f Grace, all o f every 
denomination. They were all members 
o f  one family, all agreed in the funda
mental doctrine of Scripture revelation, 
and although they agreed to differ on 
minor points, they were required to 
put aside any coldness they might feel 
towards each other, and all whether 
Episcopalians, Presbyterians, members 
o f  the Free, church, or o f the Establish
ed churches, were to unite together in 
praying for the outpouring o f  the Spirit 
upon them and their labours. The 
Rev. J. W. Dulles, just from America, 
seconded the resolution. All would 
acknowledge the power o f God in carry
ing into effect his purposes, and all 
were convinced that if the world was 
to be converted, it must be converted 
by God. He dwelt at some length on 
the efficacy o f the word in bringing 
souls hardened in guilt, to the know
ledge o f the living God, and related 
the case o f a sailor on board who was 
brought to feel the truths o f the Gospel, 
although he had at first refused to re
ceive it, and manifested an indifference 
to the. exhortations o f the preachers. 
He hoped and trusted that mankind 
would never cease to pray, so long as 
breath remained in the body, and so 
long as a blessing was to be received, 
God had not yet vouchsafed to them.
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III. That this meeting seeing, in the 
mighty convulsions and changes o f  
nations and Governments which are 
now happening, a part o f  those judg
ments which precede the days o f  light, 
desires to seek for itself, a preparation 
for all change in the possession o f  a 
higher piety, and to cheer itself on to 
labour, and suffer by the hope o f those 
days o f  blessedness, when “ swords 
shall be beaten into ploughshares, and 
spears into pruning-hooks— when men 
shall learn war no more.”

The Rev. J. Roberts moved the reso
lution, observing that the chairman 
would doubtless expect a speech from 
him, and the meeting would be no 
doubt willing to endure one; he would 
not however further tax their patience, 
but content himself with reading the 
resolution. The Rev. M. Winslow 
briefly seconded it.

The chairman here called the attention 
o f  the meeting to the Resolutions they 
had adopted. He hoped they would 
sink deep into their hearts, and obtain 
their especial consideration. The usual 
collection was made during the even
ing, the benediction was pronounced by 
the Rev. J. Anderson, and the meeting 
separated at about a quarter to nine.— 
Abridged from  Athenaeum.

V isit  of th e  B ishop of C alcutta  
( Communicated) .— The second Metro- 
politan Visitation o f  the Bishop o f  C al
cutta has been an object o f  m uch in
terest during the past month. This 
truly venerable man arrived in the 
H . C . Brig Tavoy, on the 31st January, 
and landed on the follow ing m orning. 
His Lordship arrived in tolerably good 
hea lth ; and though feeble, he evinced, 
during his stay amongst us a great 
measure o f  that manly vigour o f  
mind which has so long distinguish
ed him. On the first Sunday he 
preached at the Cathedral in behalf 
o f  the Additional C lergy S o c ie ty ; 
and on the follow ing morning he 
met the whole o f  the C lergy then 
at the Presidency in the house o f  
A rchdeacon Shortland, with whom he 
was residing. On Thursday, the 8th, 
he preached at the chapel at St. 
Thom e in the evening, after which a 
collection was made for the GoBpel 
Propagation Society. On the next 
Sunday an Ordination was held at the 
V ol. V II .— No. 3.

Cathedral, the sermon being preached 
by the Rev. T. G. Ragland, when the 
following candidates were ordained : 
Deacons—William Langford Coombes, 
Charles Franklin, John Peter Jelly. 
Priests—John Benjamin Rodgers, John 
Edmund Sharkey,Dewasagayam Gnan- 
amoottoo.

The good Bishop on the following 
day, Monday 12th, presided at the 
28th Anniversary o f  the Madras A u x 
iliary Bible Society. His address was 
worthy o f the veteran soldier o f  the 
cross, and tried friend o f this invalua
ble Society, with which he has been 
connected for 45 years. On Tuesday 
the 13th, he preached at the Church 
Missionary Chapel in behalf o f  the 
Church Missionary Society; and on 
Thursday the 15th, he held his Visita
tion o f  the Clergy at the Cathedral. 
An excellent sermon was preached 
by the Archdeacon, after which the 
Bishop delivered his Charge. This 
noble and impressive address will, o f  
course, be printed on the Bishop’s 
return to Calcutta, when our readers 
will have an opportunity o f perusing 
it for themselves. From the great 
variety o f  subjects treated, such a 
document ought to be read rather than 
heard; but the impression lefl upon 
the mind, after receiving it from the 
lips of the aged and experienced Me
tropolitan was at once animating and 
solemn. The remaining engagements 
o f the Bishop were, we regret to say, 
cut short by an attack o f  illness, the 
result o f over-exertion. His Lordship 
was to have preached in Vepery Church 
on Sunday the 18th, to have held a 
Confirmation in the Cathedral on the 
20th, to have preached in the Fort 
Church on Ash-Wednesday, in behalf 
o f the Black Town Church Building 
and Scripture Reader’s Funds, and 
again in Black Town Church, on 
Thursday evening for the same ob
ject, but it pleased God to suspend 
his further labours. He embarked in 
somewhat improved health, and in 
good spirits, on Friday, the 23d, for 
Calcutta, having previously received 
the following address from the Clergy 

R
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and a large portion o f  the Lay Mem
bers o f the Church o f England, at the 
last meeting which he held with them 
on Thursday morning the 23d.

To the Right/. Reverend
like L o kp  B i s h o p  o f  C a l c u t t a ,

Metropolitan o f  India. 
May it please your Lordship,

W e the undersigned Clergy and. 
Laity resident in Madras,, avail our
selves o f  this occasion o f your Lord
ship’s visit, to express our attachment 
to your person, and o.ur high es,teem 
for your public character and office.

W e call to mind your Lordship’s, 
many and arduous labours in the cause 
o f  the Gospel, your repeated and sea
sonable assertions o f  sound Protestant 
principles, your cordial and unwearied 
qooperation in religious and philan
thropise Societies, and we desire to re
cord our gratitude to the Great Head o f 
the church whose Providence placed 
^ou in the position you now hold, and 
has preserved your life to the present 
period.

W e cannot but regard your Lordship 
with peculiar interest as one o f  the 
very few; links now remaining between 
the days pf Cecil, Scott, Venn, Sime
on, and other revivers o f  true religion 
in the church o f  England, an.d the 
present period o f  extended knowledge 
o f  Gospel truth—in. the furtherance of 
which both at home and abroad your 
Lordship has. been privileged to bear a 
prominent and honourable share.

That it may please God to bring 
your Lordship in health and qafety to 
your own Diocese, to prolong your 
day«, to. grant you rich supplies o f 
tvisdoip and grace, and to crown your 
last year.s w.ith abundance o f  peace and 
favour, is the sincere prayer o f your 
Lordship’s faithful servants.

Signed, &c.

Fqr. the reply returned by tfee Bishop 
to the. preceding address we are in
debted to qur prompt; a îd indefatigable 
contemporary,, the Mheriaurtb, who has 
just presented us, apparently from an

authentic source, with the following 
interesting account o f  the further pro
ceedings on, the occasion in question.

His Lordship commenced by thank
ing his brethren both Clergy and Laity 
for their kind and affectionate Address, 
which only erred, he said, in ascrib
ing too much to him, and in viewing 
his career with too great indulgence. 
For whatever he might have been able 
to effect for India, he would say from 
his heart, “ To God be all the glory.’ 1 
He was painfully conscious haw much 
o f what seemed to man praiseworthy, 
in the sight o f God was o f no value, 
because o f  the defective motive. So 
much was often owing to mere natural 
seal, to ardent temperament, and was 
so mixed up with human infirmity, 
that very frequently that which man 
would commend, a heart-searching God 
would only condemn, uYou have been 
pleased”  said his Lordship, “ to connect 
my name with those o f several great 
and good, men with whom I feel myself 
altogether unworthy to be associated. 
To one o f  these, C e c i l , I was ordained 
Curate in 1801, so that 1 have now 
been serving in. the. Ministry for 47 
years.”  The Bis!nop then alluded to 
a recent publication o f  some original 
sermons by C e c i l , which he strongly 
recommended for perusal.

His Lordship then took occasion to 
advert to several points o f importance 
in, connection with the, Clergy. He 
dwelt especially on the necessity o f 
personal' piety and separation from the 
world. “ Cultivate”  he said, “ a close 
\yalk with God, live in habits o f com
munion with him, and your sermons* 
instead o f  being mere dry, scholastic 
musty affairs, will have a holy savour 
about them, and will give forth an 
odour pleasing and profitable.”

He commended to their active sup
port the two recently established So
cieties, vis. the Additional Clergy So
ciety and the Church Building Society, 
warning them not to allow the pro
ject to die away in mere talk, as was 
so commonly the case in India, where 
many good plans were set on foot, but 
for want o f right, management and: sus
tained, zeal, after alii came to nothing.

He urged them tp the most decisive 
and vigorous measures against caste» 
pointing out the pernicious'influence it 
had exercised in Tanjore. It would 
not. do to tamper with it, or to toler
ate it; it must be discouraged and put 
down firmly and unflinchingly.
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He recommended attention to good 
order and discipline in accordance with 
the principles and canons o f the church 
o f  England. At the same time he cau
tioned them against rigour on this head. 
“ Do not”  said his Lordship, “ be hot 
on the matter—endeavour to effect it 
quietly, mildly and by persuasion. 
You cannot get the best medicine in 
the world, if it be scalding hot, down a 
man’s throat. As much as possible 
avoid a show o f  authority, the very ap
pearance o f  which has a tendency to 
irritate the mind of those on whom 
it is exercised. And let me remind 
you, that however desirable and excel
lent the order of the church o f Eng
land is, we are not to regard it as essen
tial, as if  it were Laid, down in Scrip
ture. W e hold that it is not contrary 
to Scripture, but that is very different 
from making it binding on men, as if it 
were all positively enjoined. Each 
church has a right to its own order, 
so that it be not contrary to the Word 
o f  God. God forbid that I should 
unchristianize other churches because 
they do not adopt the same forms and 
discipline. Nay, 1 do not hesitate to 
say that many a poor dissenting minis
ter who is living near to God, preach
ing Christ crucified, and laying out his 
energies for the benefit o f  his fellow- 
men, may be more acceptable in the 
sight o f God than an Archbishop.”

His Lordship then expressed his re
gret at not having been able to com
plete the duties laid out for him, but it 
was the will o f God, and however much 
he might be disappointed, yet if it pleas
ed God to touch him, like J a c o b , in 
the hollow o f his thigh and compel

him to halt, it was his part humbly 
to submit.

In conclusion he begged the prayera 
o f  all present, that he might be enabled 
to finish his bourse with joy, in the 
faith o f Christ. “ It was the remark o f  
Mr. C e c i l ”  said his Lordship, “ Look 
to a man*8 end,”  and Mr. N e w t o n  used 
to say, “ I never put up the portrait o f a 
Clergymen till after his death, because 
it has sometimes happened that after 
hanging up a man’s picture, 1 have 
been obliged to turn its face to the 
wall.”  N o w  I would ask your prayers 
that I may end well—and that when I 
come to die, if reason be spared me, 
my last words may be, “ God be mer
ciful to me a sinner—Lord Jesus, re
ceive my spirit.”

The above conveys but a very im
perfect notion o f  the good Bishop’s 
reply. Not only is it merely a sketch 
o f what he said, but the tone and man
ner are wanting to afford an adequate 
idea o f its affecting and impressive 
character.

W e take the opportunity o f inform
ing our readers, that in consequence o f 
a great many persons having expressed 
their regret at not having had the 
opportunity o f signing the Address, 
the Bishop was prevailed on to leave it 
behind him. Accordingly it has been 
placed at Messrs. F r a n c k ’ s, where it 
will remain for a few days, in order 
to give all, who are so disposed, the 
opportunity o f  signing it, and so con
curring in the expressions it contains o f  
attachment and respect for the aged 
and Venerable Bishop, whom too pro
bably we have seen for the last time.

FRENCH PROTESTANT MISSIONS.

On the eve of sending our last page to the press, the following communica
tion reached us from Calcutta. It will be seen that we had already adverted 
to the subject, and inserted from another source, a sketch of the stations of the 
F r e n c h  M i s s i o n  in  S o u t h  A f r i c a ; but we willingly enlarge our present 
issue in order to give a place to the subjoined urgent and timely appeal.

“ APPEAL ON BEHALF OF THE FRENCH PROTESTANT MISSIONS 
IN SOUTH AFRICA.

“ The Paris Society for  Evangelical early period of its history Admiral 
Missions to the Heathen was establish- Ver-Buell, Peer of France, the Rev. 
ed about the year 1823. At a very Lewis W ay and the Rev. Mark Wilk»,
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whose names are well known through
out the Christian world, were the lead
ing members of its Committee. And' 
it is an interesting fact, that its first 
object was to assist missionary students 
from foreign lands in prosecuting their 
studies, by providing them with a 
home during their sojourn in the 
French Capital. Thus in 1824 the 
present Bishop of Jerusalem resided 
for some time in the Missionary Insti
tution at Paris, whilst studying Ara
bic under the celebrated orientalist 
De Sacy. About the year 1825 the 
Society’s operations were enlarged, 
the Committee having determined to 
train missionaries of its own, with a 
view to establish an independent mis
sion among the heathen. The first 
missionaries sent out by it proceeded, 
in 1829, to the Cape of Good Hope, 
where shortly afterwards they estab
lished a mission at Wellington, about 
30 miles from Cape Town. The So
ciety continued to look upon South- 
Africa as its principal sphere of labour, 
but thought it desirable to locate most 
of its missionaries beyond the boun
dary of the Cape Colony. The follow
ing summary gives a brief, but correct 
survey of the present state of the 
mission, and the stations which it 
occupies: # * * *

(See page 115 of this No.)

“Whilst the missions were thus pros
pering, the financial condition of 
the Society in France became very 
embarrassing in consequence of the 
famine and the commercial crisis of 
1846-47. And when towards the end 
o f February 1848, sudden revolution 
overturned the throne, and shook so
ciety to its very foundation, involving 
all classes in one common danger, the 
universal destruction of pecuniary 
credit brought the Society to the very 
verge of ruin. The Committee, find
ing it impossible to obtain any ad
vances, were compelled to inform the 
missionaries that ‘they could not be

paid any longer, for want of funds, 
and that their drafts would not be 
honoured.’ They were also obliged to 
close their mission house and College 
at Paris, and sent back to their homes 
their students, four of whom were 
fully prepared for their work. And 
this distressing state of things con
tinues up to the present day.

“Under these painful circumstances, 
the French missionaries in South 
Africa had no other resource left than 
to throw themselves upon the liberal
ity of their Christian brethren of other 
nations, both at the Cape and else
where. Accordingly one of them, the 
Rev. T. Arbousset, was instructed by 
his brethren to write a letter to J. A. 
F. Hawkins, Esq. c. s. of this city 
(Calcutta), who had witnessed some 
of the fruits of the mission during his 
temporary stay at the Cape a few 
years since. In that letter, which has 
appeared both in the Calcutta Christ
ian Observer and in the Friend of 
India, Mr. Hawkins was earnestly 
entreated to commend the distressed 
situation of the mission to the sym
pathy of all who might be able and 
disposed to render any assistance.

“ Deeply impressed with a sense of 
the extreme urgency of the case, 
several gentlemen connected with 
various denominations met on Tues
day, the 16th instant, with a view to 
originate some measure for the relief 
of these suffering servants of Christ, 
and the continuance of their opera
tions. This meeting led to the ap
pointment of a Committee, who re
solved, as a first step, to draw up the 
present brief statement for general 
circulation.

“ They feel confident that it is neces
sary only to lay the facts before the 
public, in order to elicit their hearty 
sympathy and their liberal contribu
tions. They make this Appeal in 
behalf of eighteen European Missiona
ries, o f whom thirteen are ordained
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ministers of the Gospel, reduced on a 
sudden and by no fault of their own, 
with their wives and children, from 
comfort to destitution. Cut off from 
even the smallest subsidy from the 
mother-country, and located in the 
midst of savage tribes, they are liter
ally in want of all tilings. Can we, 
British subjects in India, living in 
peace and plenty—refuse to give out 
of our abundance to these expatriated 
sufferers ?

“ Can we leave those to perish who 
left their native land that they might 
humanize and Christianize the barba
rians of Africa, and who have been 
thus unexpectedly bereft of the very 
means of subsistence? Let men of 
benevolence and common humanity 
arise for their relief!

“But this Appeal takes higher ground, 
and would deal, in the most urgent 
terms, with C h r i s t i a n s , with P r o 
t e s t a n t s , of whatever name. These 
Ambassadors of the L o r d  J e s u s  are 
cast for a season on the united body 
of believers, and He who is their 
common Head demands succour for 
the members in distress. Shall He 
be denied? He, who has given us 
all, and who gave himself for us? 
Yet further, this Appeal contemplates 
far more than mere personal relief 
to 18 Christian families on a foreign 
shore. Why did these exiles select 
Africa as their home? To plant 
there the standard of the Cross, to 
preach there the unsearchable riches 
of Christ. Ample are the evidences 
that they were faithful, diligent and, 
by the favour of God, successful la
bourers. Through their instrumentali
ty, the blessings of civilization have 
been diffused over extensive districts, 
seminaries have been established, the 
press has sent forth its translations 
and its school books, chiefs and cani- 
bals have been made obedient to the 
faith, and their churches reckon com
municants by hundreds. His Excel
lency Sir Harry Smith bears testimo

ny also to its efficiency and impor 
tance, even in a political point of 
view, and in a letter dated 7th July 
1848, expresses his ‘ardent desire to 
maintain this valuable mission at their 
posts.’ Now, the question to be an
swered, by all to whom this Appeal 
may come is, Shall this Mission be 
dissolved? shall it be arrested in its 
peace-bringing course ? To every 
privation, which it is possible to bear, 
the missionaries are ready to submit 
rather than abandon that field where 
the Lord has so owned their labours, 
and many have resolved to abide by 
their tender flocks if they can obtain 
but the main necessaries of life- The 
poor heathen claim our compassion, 
crying, ‘Oh quench not our light in 
this wilderness. Take not away the 
Bible and its glad tidings.’ The sheep 
of Christ cry, and they are joined by 
the lambs of the flock, ‘Oh deprive us 
not of our pastors. Leave us not to 
the ravening wolf, without a shep
herd.’

“Let it be considered that this is no 
common annual call, but altogether an 
extraordinary emergency; that there 
is every reason to expect, that when 
France shall have settled down into 
some measure of quietness, the Parent 
Society in Paris will be able to 
resume its operations. And surely 
every philanthropist and every friend 
of Missions will make an effort to meet 
the extraordinary circumstances by 
extraordinary liberality. Contribu
tions will be thankfully received, for  
transmission, by any of the following 
Gentlemen who compose the

Committee.
The Rev. G. G. C u t h b e r t ,
The Rev. Dr. Duff,
The Rev. J. C. Hirdhak,
The Rev. A. F. L a c r o i x ,
The Rev. A. L e s l i e ,
The Rev. J. M a c k a i l ,
The Rev. W. H. M e i k l e j o h n , 
The Rev. E. S t o r r o w ,
The Rev. H. T homas,
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The Rev. J. W e n g e r ,
E. C u r r i e , Esq,.
A. G r a n t , E s q .
J. A . F . H a w k i n s ,  E s q .
The Hon’ble J. Lowis, E s q .
J. N o r m a n , Esq.
J. M. Vos, Esq.
M . W y l i e , E s q .

A. G r a n t , E s q . Honorary Secretary. 
Calcutta, 19th January, 1849.”

W e trust that measures, similar to 
those adopted at Calcutta, will also 
be originated at this Presidency, for 
the purpose o f obtaining pecuniary 
contributions. Meanwhile any sums 
destined for the missions will be 
thankfully received, and faithfully 
accounted for, by t h e  E d i t o r s  of 
this publication.

IStontg of tfje i&ontïj*

T he continuation of our Anniver
saries, and the Visitation of the Bi
shop of Calcutta, have been the 
chief events of religious interest dur
ing the past month. Accounts of 
both will be found in our preceding 
pages.

The attendance at the anniver
sary meetings, especially that of the 
Bible Society, has been unusually 
numerous. The contributions to our 
several religious and missionary in
stitutions for the past year have also 
been above the average; a result 
which, both here and at home, dur
ing such a period of pecuniary em
barrassment, affords much ground for 
satisfaction, and ought to call forth 
peculiar thankfulness to God.

The visit o f Bishop Wilson has, 
we believe, afforded gratification to 
all classes of the Christian commu
nity. He is one of those men who 
always makes us feel as if we were 
the better for having met him. On 
the present occasion, especially, the 
combined influence of the catholic 
spirit, and the deep and solemn feel
ing that have so prominently char
acterised his public ministrations, has 
been felt and appreciated by many 
more than those o f hi» own com
munion. The language of his con
cluding address ia, in this respect,

peculiarly gratifying. It is always 
thus with the true servants of God. 
With them, the last days are ever 
the best. The nearer they approach 
eternity, the more do the best and 
holiest elements of their spiritual 
nature develope themselves. And 
rising above the things that are of 
the earth and earthy, the matured 
and ripened soul inhales more deep
ly the spirit of that world of light 
and love on whose brink it stands. 
W e trust, indeed, that in the pre
sent instance, unlike the fabled omen 
of the dying swan, the sweetest notes 
are not to be the last. “Serius in 
ccelum redeat .”

It is reported that the Rev. Dr. 
Duff is expected to arrive at this 
Presidency in the course of the pre
sent month, on a visitation tour to 
the different missionary stations of the 
Free Church in India. The question 
o f his permanent removal to a Divin
ity Chair in Scotland appears to be 
still undecided.

W e leam, from the Madras Christian. 
Herald, that a lay agent of the London 
City Mission is also shortly expected 
here with the view of acting in 
the same capacity irk this city; but 
whether as a permanent, or only tem
porary measure, is not stated.
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W e understand that the anniversary 
of the Madras Trad and Book Society 
has been fixed for the 7th of this 
month. W e trust that our Presidency 
readers, and the Christian community 
in general, will avail themselves of 
the opportunity thus afforded of sup
porting this excellent and truly use
ful institution.

The public mind continues in anxi
ous suspense as to the issue of events 
in the seat of war in the North West. 
While recent occurrences have pain
fully, but needfully, taught us that our 
dependence is, not to be placed on 
an arm of flesh, and that if God 
only hides His face from us, we are

troubled, we may also hope that, as 
identified with the advancement of 
his own kingdom and the promotion of 
his own glory, the final dominancy of 
a Christian people over their heathen 
adversaries will yet be fully and 
permanently established. May an 
honourable and benignant peace ere 
long terminate the present season of 
conflict. “ He maketh wars to cease 
unto the end of the earth ; he breaketh 
the bow, and cutteth the spear in 
sunder; he burneth the chariot in the 
fire. Be still, and know that I am 
G od: I will be exalted among the 
heathen, I will be exalted in the 
earth. The L o r d  of hosts is with 
us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.”

R e v . M r . P o h l m a n .— We are deeply 
concerned to find it stated in the Hong 
Kong Register o f  January 23, that in 
the loss o f the Clipper Omega, the 
Rev. Mr. Pohlman, a passenger, was 
drowned, as also the Captain and first 
officer. Mr. Pohlman was, we suppose, 
o f the American Board o f Missions; 
and if  so, he was a zealous and able 
missionary, whose loss will be much 
felt by many.

M rs . T hompsom , wife of the Rev. W. 
Thompson, o f the London Mission at 
Bellary, died at. Madras on the- 22d 
ultimo, deeply regretted. Mrs. T . who 
was the daughter o f Dr. Wardla.w of 
Glasgow, was ab oat to embark for 
England in hopes o f recruiting her 
wasted strength, and we believe her 
afflicted husband proceeds thither with 
the bereaved children.

Re v . M. Hint.— W e learn with regret 
from the Calcutta Christian Advocate, 
the death o f this experienced Mis
sionary, which took place on the 3d 
uit. 24 miles below Benares.

“ Three months ago disease had made

such rapid progress in his constitution 
that he was obliged to relinquish his 
official engagements in Calcutta, an 
entire change o f  climate being recom
mended by his medical adviser, either 
to New South Wales, Egypt, or the 
Upper Provinces; he chose the latter, 
as his preferences were strongly in fa
vour o f dying in the land o f his Mis
sionary labours. His health was shat
tered before his departure on his voy
age, and seems, though unconsciously, 
to have been gradually declining; he 
was obliged to call at Gházipúr to con
sult a medical adviser, who urgently 
requested him to remain at least for 
a time; he was however so anxious' 
to reaxsh Benares that he at once re
sumed his voyage, January 3-lst. On 
Thursday he seemed as usual, but on 
Friday evening he suddenly became 
insensible and toward the morning o f  
Saturday breathed his last. So little 
did he imagine that his end was so 
near, that at Gházipúr he employed 
carpenters to make boxes for his in
tended journey to the hills. A friend 
whose boat had been in company with 
Mr. Hill’s for two days, was immedi
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ately informed o f his decease, and 
having taken charge of the effects, pro
ceeded with all haste to Benares. The 
boats arrived at RAjgh&t on the Sabbath 
afternoon, where they were met by the 
Rev. Messrs. Kennedy and Shurman 
o f  the London Missionary Society, the 
brethren o f  the Baptist Mission and Dr. 
Butler. Without delay the remains o f 
the deceased Missionary were interred 
in the Mission burial ground adjoining 
Rdjghdt, and the Rev. J. Kennedy de
livered an address at the grave.

“ Thus in'the 59th year o f  his age, 
and the 27th o f  his Missionary career, 
has another faithful labourer left the 
field o f  toil to rest forever in heaven. 
Little is known about his state o f feel
ing during his last hours; nor is it 
needful, to assure us o f  his calm faith 
in the Saviour and his submission to 
the Divine will. His life was the best 
expositor o f  the nature o f his death 
and especially during the progress o f 
his sickness, he manifested a cheerful 
acquiescence in the dispensations o f  
God, and a joyful assurance o f future 
happiness and reward.

E C C L E SIA ST IC A L MOVEMENTS.
W e have been informed, that the American Missionaries at Madura have 

transferred the Mission station at Poodoocottah in the Tondiman’s Country, 
which was originally established by the late Indian Missionary Society, to the 
Evangelical Lutheran Missionaries at Tranquebar, and that one or two o f the 
latter intend permanently to reside there.

The Rev. S. <S. Day, o f  the American Baptist Mission at Nellore, accompanied 
by the Rev. L. Jewett and Mrs. Jewett, for the same Mission, arrived on the 
19th ult., by the Ship Bowditch, to return to their station.

By the same Ship the Rev. J. W. Dulles, Mrs. Dulles, and Mrs. M. Winslow, 
arrived for the American Madras Mission; Dr. C. S. Shelton and Mrs. Shelton, 
for the American Madura Mission; and the Rev. C. T. Mills, Mrs. Mills, Rev. 
J. T. Noyes, Mrs. J^oyes, and Mr. Thos. S. Burnell and Mrs. Burnell, for the 
American Mission in JaiFna.

M o n th ly  m iss ion a ry  P r a y e r  m eetin g .
T h e  last Monthly Prayer Meeting was held in St. Andrew's Church, on the 

evening o f  the 5th ult. The substance o f  the Address, by the Rev. W . G r a n t , 
will be found in our present issue.

The next Prayer Meeting will take place in Davidson's Street Chapel, on 
Monday evening next, the 5th instant. The address to be delivered by the Rev. 
J. B r a i d w o o d , m . a . Subject—“ Missionary Tours—a mean of advancing the 
cause o f Christ in India."

“ Few men have laboured with such 
unwearied assiduity as the subject o f 
this brief notice. The energy o f  his 
mind only found rest in perpetual ef
forts to do good; in the prosecution 
o f missionary operations he spared not 
himself; had he done so, he might yet 
have been alive. So far, however, as 
activity and an amount o f  labour is 
the measure o f  existence, Mr. Hill 
may be said to have lived much longer 
than many whose number o f years was 
much larger than his. As a laborious 
missionary, a devoted pastor, and a 
kind friend his loss will be felt by 
many.

“ He has fallen asleep, and now rests 
from his labours. He has gone to join 
many o f his converts who went to 
heaven before him, and to welcome 
others whom he has left behind on 
earth. Happy is the exchange for 
him, and full and perfect the reward. 
Would that this heathen land were full 
o f men possessed of an equal amount 
o f  energy and devotedness to their 
work !”


