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The following report is not an attempt to make a complete statement 
of all the work done the past year, but rather, while passing that work 
under general review, to notice such features in it as seem to contain 
suggestions of value for the future, or items of encouragement. What
ever of weakness or failure there .has b.een we would take to ourselves; 
whatever of strength and lasting good we would heartily ascribe to 
the good hand of our God, who hath wrought for us and for His glory. 

Health.-It is an indication of the healthfulness of our North 
China field, and, as we are glad to believe, of the kind care of the 
Master under whom we work, that, with one exception, none of the 
missionaries in the field have been hindered in their labor by any 
degree of ill-health worthy of report. That exception was Mr. Smith, 
who was prevented by bronchial troubles from preaching for several 
months of the winter. We have found that we have among the stations 
of our mission not one health resort, but two. That of Kalgan has 
been visited and enjoyed by Mr. and Mrs. Goodrich, by Mr. Pierson 
and family, and by Miss Newton of the F oochow Mission, who 
enthusiastically endorse it. 

So far as the Shan tung station has been tried, as it has by Miss 
Andrews and Mr. Sheffield's family and others, it has proved itself to 
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be, perhaps mainly through change of air and scene, a health-resort. 
The health of the native helpers and church also has been apparently 

very good, excepting perhaps that of the Peking Church, one member 
of which died of the cholera, while most of the water-distressed vil
lagers in Hsien Hsien suffered the natural censequences of such ex
posure as destruction of dwelling-houses brings. 

Departures and Arrivals.-There has been not a little coming and 
going the past year, but we are glad to know that it has left our 
numbers larger than a year ago. 

The first to go were Mr. Chapin and family, and Miss Evans of 
Tung-cho, who returned last May to the United States. Mrs. Stanley 
with her children departed in the Fall. 

Our additions have been as fpllows:-
Mrs. Sprague; 1\Hss Diament, temporarily located at Tung-cho; Miss 
Hale; Dr. Blodget and wife; and 1\/[r. and Mrs. Beach, located for the 
next year in Tung-cho. When former missionaries return, it is a proof 
to us that they have not ceased to believe in, or love, the work to which 
they first gave themselves, while in the coming of new workers we 
see evidence that the church is still giving S011te heed to the commis
sion of its Commander. The new friends sent to us this past year 
only make us clamorous for many more of the same kind. 

We are glad also to record the arrival among us of two, a~ yet, 
unordained yeung men; one to the family of Dr. Porter, the other to 
Mr. F- M. Chapin's household. May their more mature sermons be 
equal to their first in persuasive eloquence. 

The Angel of Death has come to one household taking its treasure. 
The mission circle cannot easily forget the grief which came to them 
all, and they need make no formal expressions to assure Mr. and Mrs. 
Ament of their deep sympathy in their great S0rrow. 

The Year's TFork-New Building.-At Kalgan a new chapel has 
been rented in the Lower City. 

At Peking the South chapel has been torn down, and a new chapel 
is being built in foreign, though simple, style. The most encouraging 
report comes from Shantung. In P'ang Chia Chuang a building 
-which can seat 50 women has been built and fitted up at the back of 
the chapel in which the Sabbath services are held, all without the 
assistance of the foreign pastors. 

At Shih Chia T'aug a 30 feet building has been erected adjoining 
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the now Christian temple. One half of the expense, which was about 
30 dollars, was borne by the local Christians. 

At Ssii Nii Ssii a large and important fair town, a chapel has been 
rented, and the audiences which :Mr. Smith has secured there have 
been very gratifying. 

A kitchen addition has been made to Dr. Porter's house, also 

in the rear of the same a brick building 14 X 12 for woman's work; 

also for the same use, a 30 feet bui\ding of mud brick. 
We are glad to notice the thoughtful and kind mention of the 

needs of the Pao-ting-fu station to the Viceroy of Chih-li, His 

Excellency, Li Hung Chang, and are also glad to know that we have 

so much of the good will of that statesman that he dared, doubtless 

at some cost to his own reputation, to prefer the cause of the foreigner 
before the Hsien magistrate of Pao-ting-fu. So far the way has been 

blockGd by that dignitary, who has, like all Chinese of moderate 

ability, found good reasons for not helping our brethren to the pur

chase of land outside the city, which they and we think they urgently 

need. We hope this land, desired so much, will be the early reward 

of patience and perseverance. In the mean time two small courts 

have been rented, and aclded to the premises in the city. 
L£terary Work.-A fair amount of w0rk has been done. Mr. Stanley's 

Christology has been cCJmpleted. 1\1 r. Goodrich has written for the 

North China Tract Society a Trimetrical Classic, also a Commentary 
upon the same: has criticised more than 20 tracts for the same 

society, and has also worked upon the S.S. lessons. Mr. Sheffield has 
carried forward his Outlines of Church Hist0ry nearly to the close of 

the 6th century. This work is based upon Shaff's History. 

Book Distrz.'butiol1.-A somewhat larger work than heretofore, is 
reported this year. The only thing we would notic'e under this head 

is the plan, reported by the Pao-ting-fu station, as working very satis

fact0rily. A quantity of books is left with the brethren in out-stations, 

an account of sales kept by them and one half the receipts retained 

by them to compensate for their trouble. 
Educat£on.-The Boys' Day-schools have in most of the stations an 

attendance of about 15. The usual work has been done. A new 

school was opened in Hsi Ho Ying, 15 miles East of Yii Cho, and 90 
miles to the South uf Kalgan, and a part of the teacher's salary is paid 

by the village people. The wages of the teacher in the Peking school 
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have been graded according to the number of scholars, and the plan 
has resulted in larger numbers. At Wang Chia village the school
house which was also used for a church, was washed down by the 
floods. Another building, free of charge, has been offered them by 
the people of a neighboring village. 

Girls' Schools.-The girls' schools have received the usual attention. 
In Tung-cho Mrs. Goodrich has gathered a class of ten girls, many of 
whom have attended regularly, while a few others have come occasion
ally. They have all received training in sewing. We are glad to read 
that no new pupil has been received to the Bridgeman school whose 
clothing was not provided by those sending her. The good fruits of 
this school testify to the faithful work done in it. Seven have been 
received the last year from the school to the Peking church. Six of 
the Christian girls have been betrothed to Christian young men. 
Two of the scholars in Miss Garretson's school it is hoped have been 
converted. A former member of Miss Pierson's school, now married 
to a heathen husband who will not allow her to go to church, lately 
sent the gratifying gift of one dollar to the church to testify of her 
continued love for it. 

Station Classes.-Only three are reported. In Shantung there has 
been a small class of helpers with such others as happened in; none 
of the inquirers accepting the invitation to come and live at their own 
charges while studying. 

In Peking three men were received from the station class to the 
church. 

The largest class has been held in Pao-ting-fu. The term extended 
from the end of October to April 1st, with recitation in scripture twice 
a day. The largest number studying was 15 : the average attendance 
about 10. Only 3 were church members; two were received to the 
church, while nine were added to the Christian congregation. Most 
of the class drew a small allowance for daily rations. 

Chapel Preachillg.-Very little reference to this department of work 
has appeared in the reports, though so far as an opinion has been 
expressed, it has been one maintaining the usefulness and necessity 
of this kind of work. At Tientsin two of the hearers have lately 
desired baptism. At Kalgan many Mongols have appeared in the 
audiences. The great need in this branch of the work is good Chinese 
preachers, who believe that the gospel of Christ is the power of God 
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unto' salvatiO.n, to' the Jew first, but also. to the Chinese-preachers 
who are stirred in heart, who yearn to save their country-men, and 
not merely to convince them that our doctrine is, on the whole, better 
than that of Confucius. Such preachers we have, but we pray for 
more of them, and also that this yearning may be intensified and 
deepened in them all. 

Tour£ng.-The Fall tour of the Tientsin missionaries met with 
some encouragement. Five men 'were baptised in the village of 
IVleng T'sun, tlfe first believers in that place. The present discourage
ment of this little distant group of stations, is that the helper Chao, 
so long trusted, has been growing unfaithful, and has lost the confi
dence of many in that vicinity. 

The touring of the Kalgan missionaries has amounted to 275 days. 
In many places inquirers have been found. One route to the East of 
Kalgan, has been gone over the last year three times, .and in all the 
forty four villages preaching done each time. It is expected that one 
missionary will be kept in the Yii Cho district ten months of the 
year, and that :.t street chapel will soon be rented. 

At the Pao-ting-fu station the touring has been given to the native 
helpers, who have done 644 days of this work. The report each time 
brought back was of a growth in the truth in the church members, 
and of increasiag good-will among the people. 

The three student helpers at T'ung-cho who have made tours, report 
many interesting hearers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ament were accompanied on their trip to Cho Chou 
and surroundi:lg villages by Miss Dr. Holbrook, who treated 500 

patients, while both the ladies were invited into and received cordially 
in many families. This looks like something of a victory, for this is 
the district where the literati and associations of merchants and 
artisans seem tc' have united in opposing the Christian religion. They 
tried to persuace the inn-keeper to turn their foreign guests into the 
street. They I.ave persistently ill-treated the native Christians. It 
is openly annol.nced that no places will be let or sold to foreigners. 

The mission~~ries in Shantung find all the touring they can attend 
to in the villages within a radius of 12 miles. More than half the 
constant touring going on in them, is done by the ladies. Many of 
these villages are visited each week, and others at longer but regular 
intervals. Other interesting particulars come more properly under 
the head of Dispensary Work. 
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Work for Women.-At Kalgan Miss Dr. Murdock, besides her 
regular dispensary work, has with Miss Garretson, done much visiting, 
and been called to perhaps half of the city Yamens. In Pao-ting-fu 
evangelistic work has been done by two Christian Chinese women, 
besides the regular work of the foreign ladies, to whom the medical 
work brings many interested and interesting listeners. In T'ung-cho 
three daily classes for Bible study are kept up in the domestic courts 
by the ladies, also visits to homes near and remote. Four women 
thus reached have died giving some hope of a true faith. One who 
used to be a bitter opponent was converted, joined the church and 
died in confidence of a better life. A Bible-reader has kept steadily 
at work, and made in the city or villages 170 visits. In Shantung a 
very large work has pushed itself upon the care of the ladies. About 
150 women and 60 girls are learning to read, to repeat hymns, Scripture 
verses etc. One good woman has gathered a class of twelve girls, 
whom she teaches in the Thr~e Character Classics, asking no pay for 
her time, but supporting herself by weaving. Mrs. Smith has given 
five singing lessons each week to classes of girls and boys. 

Medical TtVork.-The medical work has proved itself so very helpful 
to the evangelistic work, that, though no extended reference to it can 
here be made we cannot do less than to add this testimony to that 

of former years. 
Interesting incidents are reported. One old man in Shantung 

came to see the H Lord of a thousand years," and after his first visit 
he continued to come, bringing others for medical treatment. Among 
those whom he led to this strange place, was a young man who seems 
to have been a genuine seeker after truth, and explanation of the 
great doctrines of the Bible found a ready response in his heart. 

He, in turn, has become a teacher, and has led his neighbors to a 
study of the Book, and now in his village there ate 34 who desire 
baptism, and from whom it is hoped a church may soon be formed. 
Another old man from the Ching Cho district came for medicine, 
stayed some time, and went away so pleased, and spread so good a 
report all along his path, that from his recommendation some 60 
persons came for medicines. Soine of these remained and studied, 
and many came to express a belief in the gospel, and invited the 
helpers to visit them. 

Church Life aad Work.-The Kalgan church reports cases of 
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persecution. Some of the Kalgan shop-keepers have tacitly agreed 
to combine against Christianity because of the fear that their em
ployes will, if they join this sect, refuse to work on the Sabbath. 
Two christians have been turned out of employment. They still 
stand. Six members have been cut off from the Church, three for 
Sabbath-breaking, two for adultery, one for opium-smoking. The 
effect of this discipline is seen in better Sabbath-keeping, at least on 
the part of the members, while for some reason the native contribu
tions for the last half of 1883 were more than double those of the 
corresponding months of any preceding year. The money has been 
applied chiefly to the expenses of the native preachers. 

The outlook of the Pao-ting-fu church is good. Twelve were 
received into church membership, and the church life seems healthy. 

We read with pleasure of the temporal reward which came to the 
Christians of the Peking station of Pai Mu Ch'iao for their Sabbath
keeping. It seems they had worked hard to get their grain in from the 
threshing floors by Saturday night, and when on that night the dikes 
broke, and the waters rushed in upon them, they found only the grain of 
the heathen to spoil. At T'ung-cho a decided blessing was felt at the 
Week of Prayer, and meetings were continued for another wet:k. A spirit 
of greater personal responsibility seems to have been developed among 
the Chinese Christians. The knowledge that the contributions of the 
Missionary Society had been received by the Boys' School at Adams, 
in Africa, and that it had awakened a similar missionary interest 
among them, leading them to the organization of a like Society, was 
an encouragement and stimulus to further effort. 

In Shantung, with the help of the natives, six regular Sabbath 
services are maintained. At P'ang Chla Chuang, in the Sabbath 

congregation, from 15 to 25 villages are represented. The audiences 
are roo or more, though not very many are invariably present, 
especially in the busy season. It is felt, however, that the Sabbath 
services are coming to be better appreciated, and that the Sabbath is 
growing to be more like the Sabbath. Thirty three have been added to 
the church. It is worthy of special notice that five Christian marriages 
have been performed, and there have been six Christian funerals~ 
two of them being for non-church members. The Christian work 
has extended into five new districts. One man joined the church 
who is from the Piing Yuan district, where it has been said" We 
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allow no Christians in PIing Yuan." Another man has frequently 
come to the Sabbath services from his village 27 miles distant. The 
helper thinks he sees a chapel in the box which receives the church 
contributions. We hope that what he sees is no mirage, but that 
this is the sight of the real and the near. 

As we look back upon the year in which so many hearts have 
planned, and so many hands have lent themselves to the work, it 
would seem that only a little had been effected for the great cause. 
Little it is, but only missionaries can feel how much that little is. 
That which has not life, be it never so large or imposing, must decay 
and die. That which is of Heaven, and holds in its material form 
anything of the life of the ever-living God, 11ZZtst grow and expand. 
Every living thing, too, has been endowed with the power of self-pro
pagation, and we cannot believe that the Church of God will be an 
exception, or that any part of it will, for any long period of time, have 
to depend for its growth upon outside support. The report of the 
year shows us some progress in the right direction, and to the end of 
native self support we must bend all our energies wi' h the courage of 
those who believe in the power of God, and who see the glorious end 
in the near future. 

For the Mission, 

H. P. PERKINS. 
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STATISTICS OF THE NORTH CHINA MISSION 

FOR THE 13 MONTHS ENDING APRIL 30TH 1884. 

Tientsin Peking T'ung-cho Kalgan Pao-ting-fu Shantung Total. 

X o. of Churches. 6 

Stated Preaching Places. 3 2 3 3 20 32 

Licensed Preachers. 2 3 6 

Other Helpers & Bible-women. 4 6 5 5 8 29 

Membership April 1st 1883. 50 168 45 67 52 348 730 

Added by profession. 9 20 7 5 12 33 86 

Excommunicated. 3 6 16 25 

Died. 3 4 8 

I\Iembcrship April 30th 1384. 56 185 51 67 64 361 784 

Children baptized. 2 

I 
3 4 7 18 

Native Contribu:ions. S l\f,:x. 4.25 34-00 I 50.00 18·39 18·33 20.00 14497 

Theological Students. 10 10 

Pupils in Boys' Boarding-School. 35 35 

Day-SchooI. 23 14 41 II 34 123 

Girl~' Boarding-School. 31 3£ 

Day-School. 10 7 17 

Scriptures or Portions sold. II2 1417 2358 lIS 4002 

Tracts sold. 4274 1000 1317 3629 4297 2200 16717 

Received from Sale of Scriptures. 10.24 9·37 16.36 8.55 4452 

" 
Sale of Tracts. 13·12 15.00 10.00 9·22 22.07 6941 

Miles trayelled by missionaries.- - I 2590 4208 6798 
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REPORT OF THE MEDICAL COI\1:MITTEE. 

In view of the full reports from each Station of the Medical Dis
pensary work, the Medical Committee do not consider it necessary 
to elaborate a report. other than to give a summary of work done. 

tt !llon:ns 

Statistics. Qld ~ew Total Treatments Men Women Sur~ I!l- Visits Monies oZ 
Patients PatIents OperatIOns PatIents' Rec\'d. serVIce. 

T zr3 1 
12

4
0 * I ~oo 2000 1 ~ I S I 'ung-cho. 4023 - 13 146 45.2 7 12 

* t t 
* algan. - 2007 2007 2403 - - - - 250 204-74: 115-K 

t t * * p ao-ting-fu. - 1494 - 4376 II28 366 358 - - 50 .00 8~ 

Shantung. 12719 3757164761 j 2054 1 1703 6281400 1 I IS.OO 10 

Total. 
$ 
3I8.or 4°~ 

t t t No Record. t Patients refused Treatm:!nt. 
* About -Ii- of patients are men. t t Chiefly fees. 

It will be seen from the abm'e that 2498 diff--.'.rent persons have 
been treated at the Four Dispensaries during the Year. All of these 
have appeared several times for treatment, and have come under 
special religious influences. And many have been 1l0tice2.bly aL~cted 
by Christian truth. 

Each of the Dispensaries is but poorly equipped in buildings for the 
most effective work. It is hoped that the wide opportunity for effort 
may soon be supplemented by accommoLations adequate 1:0 the ';,'01"1..:.. 

H E':U:Y D, PORTER, M,D. 
Chaz'rlllall. 
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